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^       GENERAL  ASSEMBLY, 

•  BEGUJV  and  held  at  the  town  of  Richmond,  in  the  county  of  Henrico,  on  Monday,  the  1th  day  of 
\^  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  in  the  buildings  provided 

Y'        by  the  Public  Directors,  pursuant  to  the  Jlct  "for  the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government." 

On  which  day,  being  the  day  appointed  by  law,  for  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  oaths  required  to 
be  taken  by  the  delegates  were  administered  by  the  Privy  Counsel  to  such  of  the  members  as  appeared;  after  which 
they  repaired  to  their  seats  in  the  House  of  Delegates. 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


P 


TUESDAY,  May  8,   1781. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  iheir  seats  in  the  House 
But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 
\i  The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 
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Ir,  WEDNESDAY,  May  9,  1781. 

<*> 

beveral  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seals  in  the  House ; 

p  But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 

i  The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


"S 


0. 


THURSDAY,  May  10,  1781. 


f^    ed; 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 
Information  being  given  to  the  House,  of  the  approach  of  an  hostile  army  of  the  enemy  towards  this  place,  from 
whose  operations  the  deliberations  of  the  General  Assembly  may  be  greatly  interrupted,  impeded  or  totally  prevent- 


vJ 


It  is  Resolved,  That  this  House  be  adjourned  until  Thursday  the  24th  instant,  then  to  meet  at  the  town  of  Char- 
lottesville, in  the  county  of  Albemarle;  and  that  letters  be  dispatched  to  the  absent  members,  requiring  their  punctual 
'O    attendance  at  that  time  and  place. 


4 

At  t\\e  Town  of  CV\ar\oVtes\i\\e,  \n  the  Count'j  of  i\\bemav\e  ; 

THURSDAY,  May  ^1781.  ^     ^        '        ^ 

The  House  met  accftrBingrO  then-  aHjouTnment. 

Several  other  members  having  taken  ihe  oaths  requirg^y  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House  : 

But  the  number  not  being  sufiicient  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  May  25,   1781. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House ; 
But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 
The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  May  26,  1781. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House; 
But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business. 
The  House  adjourned  till  Monday,  12  o'clock. 


MOND.\Y,  May  28,  1781. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  .John  Beckley  be  appointed  clerk  to  this  House. 

Mr.  Ricliard  Lcc,  a  dclrgato  for  tiie  county  of  Westmorehmd,  reminded  the  House  of  the  necessity  of  proceed- 
ing to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  iecomniende<i  lienjamiii  Harrison,  Esq.  who  had  discharged  the  duties  of  that 
important  office  in  several  former  sessions  of  Assembly;  and  tiirreupon,  Mr.  Harrison  was  elected  \tithout  opposition, 
and  conducted  to  the  chair,  from  m hence  tie  made  Ins  acknowledgments  to  the  House  in  the  following  manner: 

"  Gkntlemen, — 1  ihank  you  for  lliis  (artiier  instance  of  \OHr  favor  and  approbation  of  my  conduct;  1  shall 
enter  into  the  duties  of  my  office  with  diffidence,  but  will  discharge  them  with  diligence  and  the  strictest  impar- 
tiality. 

"  The  critical  and  dantrerous  silualioii  of  our  country,  leads  me  to  hope  that  my  recommending  it  to  von  to  dis- 
patch the  weighty  matters  that  will  be  under  your  coiisideriilinn,  with  all  convenient  speed,  will  not  be  taken  amiss. 
The  people  expect,  that  effi-ctual  and  decisive  measuri's  will  lie  taken  to  rid  them  of  an  implacable  enemy,  that  are 
now  roaming  at  large  in  the  vrry  bowels  of  our  counlry;  an<l  1  have  no  doubt,  of  your  answering  their  expectations: 
the  mode  of  doing  it  may  indeed  be  difficult;  but  it  not  being  my  pr«viiH-e  to  poiMt  it  out,  I  shall  leave  it  to  your 
wisdom,  in  full  confidence,  that  every  thing  that  is  necessary  or  quieting  the  minds,  and  dispelling  the  fears  of  our 
constituents  will  be  done. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  say,  that  1  have  of  late  observed  the  known  and  long  established  rules 
of  the  House  broken  ihrouiili,  on  many  oicasions,  and  that  such  deviations  have  ever  been  attended  with  great  di '  ly 
in  business  and  other  bad  consequences  ;  it  will  be  my  duty  to  inform  you,  if  you  should  be  at  a  loss  in  future,  what 
those  rules  are,  and  1  have  mv  hopes  that  they  «ill  not  be  violated  but  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity,  arising  from  the 
difference   betwixt  our  present  and  former  govi-rnment." 

Ordered,  That  IMr.  Freernnn  Eppes   lie  appointed  Serjeant  at  arms  to  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  John  Creagli  and  William  Diiiikard  be  appointed  door-keepers  to  this  House;  and  that  they  give 
their  attendance  accordingly. 

On   a  motion  made, 

Jiesolveil,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to  take  into  their 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Comuioiiwenllh. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  his  excellency  Gen.  Washington,  respecting  supplies  of  men, 
arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing  for  the  southern  army;  which  was  read  ami  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole   House  on  the  slate  of  the  Connnonwealth. 

The  Speaker  oominnnicaied  (o  the  Hiuise  a  letter  from  John  Walker,  Esq.  addressed  to  his  excellency  the  Go- 
vernor, containing  iiiioiuiaiiou  respecting  the  eiu-iny,  and  'Stating  the  desire  of  the  honorable  Major  General  Marquis 


de  La  Fayette  on  tiie  subject  of  impressing  horses;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Page- 
Henry,  Tyler,  Nicholas  and  Taylor  of  Caroline. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  sundry  matters  for  the  consideration  ol 
the  General  Assembly,  and  referring  to  several  letters  and  papers  enclosed  on  the  subject  thereof,  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  tlie  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  to  wiiom  the  letter  from  John  Walker,  Esq.  was  referred,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  letter  under  tlieir  consideration,  and  agreed  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twico 
read,  amended,  and  agreed  lo  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  advised  to  issue  his  warrant  to  the  honorable  Major  General  Marquis  de  La 
Fayette,  empowering  him  to  impress  in  the  counties  contiguous  to  the  march  of  the  enemy,  all  such  horses  as  he 
shall  think  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  army  under  his  command. 

Resolved,  That  all  horses  taken  under  any  impress  warrant,  shall  be  appraised  in  specie  by  two  field  officers  to 
be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  which  valuation  shall  be  paid  in  specie,  or  in  paper  monej',  at  the  real  exchange. 

Resolved,  That  impress  warrants  ought  to  be  issued  only  to  commissioned  officers,  and  by  them  to  be  produced 
whenever  an  impress  is  made. 

Resolved,  That  stud  horses  and  others  actually  employed  in  moving  the  families  or  effects  of  the  owners,  ought 
not  to  be  impressed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Marquis  ought  to  be  desired  to  have  an  exact  return  made  to  the  auditors  of  this  State,  spe- 
cifying the  names  of  the  owners,  the  amount  of  the  valuation  of  each  horse,  and  the  uses  to  which  the  several  horses 
shall  be  appropriated;  and  that  proper  certificates  ought  to  be  given  to  the  persons  from  whom  the  impresses  are  made, 
expressing  tlie  valuation  and  the  purpose  for  which  such  horses  were  taken. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  May  29,  1781. 


Ordered,  That  William  Hicks  be  appointed  a  door-keeper  to  this  House;  and  that  he  give  his  attendance  accord- 
ingly- 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Amherst,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the  iusufficienty  of  the  pay  allowed  to  the  militia  while  on  duty,  and 
the  irregular  manner  in  which  they  are  called  into  service,  (tours  of  duty  not  being  fixed  by  law,)  they  consider  as 
grievances;  and  praying  that  the  Militia  Laws  may  be  so  amended  as  to  afford  relief  in  those  particulars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  tlie  several  acts,  '  for  regulating 
and  disciplining  the  militia;"  and  that  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Henry,  Page,  Cabell,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Strother,  Talbot, 
Syme,  Lomax,  Morgan  and  Rucker,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr,  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Page  reported,  that 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
agreed  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

Whereas,  a  powerful  army  of  the  enemy  are  at  this  time  inflicting  upon  our  friends  and  fellow-citizens  in  the  low- 
er counties,  all  the  miseries  and  calamities  of  war,  and  our  forces  at  present  in  the  field  are  inferior  to  those  of  the 
enemy,  and  an  army  of  regulars  sufKcient  to  expel  the  invaders,  and  rescue  our  country  from  the  dangers  which  at 
present  threaten  us  all  in  a  very  serious  and  alarming  manner,  cannot  now  be  assembled ;  and  although  the  General 
Assembly  have  seen  with  much  concern  the  many  late  demands  upon  the  militia  for  service,  on  distant  and  fatiguing 
expeditions,  yet  reflecting  that  in  the  present  critical  and  dangerous  situation  of  the  Commonwealth,  there  is  no  re- 
source but  in  the  virtue  and  manly  exertions  of  our  militia,  and  that  before  our  army  of  regulars  can  be  assembled, 
our  country  will  be  totally  over-run  and  destroyed,  and  our  liberty  brought  into  extreme  peril,  unless  our  enemies  are 
effectually  opposed : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  desired  immediately,  and  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  order  into  service  such 
a  number  of  militia  as  will  enable  the  commander  of  the  army  to  oppose  tiie  enemy  with  effect,  and  that  they  bring 
with  them  such  arms  and  ammunition  as  they  can  procure. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  desired  to  order  into  service,  from  time  to  time,  the  necessary  numbers  of  mi- 
litia to  relieve  such  as  may  be  on  duty,  so  as  to  make  the  service  as  little  burtliensome  as  possible  to  our  fellow-citizens 
at  large. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  Congress,  representing  to  them  the  present 
distressing  situation  of  affairs  in  this  State,  and  requesting  their  utmost  efforts  to  procure  us  the  necessary  aids  with 
all  possible  expedition. 


Resolved,  That  all  horses  taken  under  impress  warrants  granted  to  the  Hon.  Major  General  Greene,  and  all 
horses  and  other  necessaries  impressed  for  the  forwarding  the  enterprize  meditated  against  Portsmouth,  which  have 
not  been  returned  to  their  respective  owners,  ought  to  be  paid  for;  and  that  the  auditors  do  adjust  and  settle  all  claims 
upon  certificates  duly  granted  for  such  impresses,  and  issue  their  warrants  for  payment  thereof. 

It  appearing,  that  the  prices  allowed  by  the  last  Assembly  for  purchasing  horses  to  mount  the  first  and  third  regi- 
ments of  dragoons  have  been  insufficient ; 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  said  Assembly  be  repealed ;  and  that  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council, 
be  desired  to  take  proper  measures  to  mount  the  said  regiments. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  widi  the  advice  of  Council,  be  desired  to  appoint  an  engineer  for  this  State,  with 
the  rank  and  emoluments  of  a  Colonel. 

Resolved,  That  martial  law  ought  to  be  established  witliin  miles  of  our  army,  and  that  of  the 

enemy. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  representation  of  our  necessities,  to  be  addressed  to  the 
executive  powers  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  asking  an  immediate  aid  of  so  many  militia  as  their  respective 
States  can  possibly  spare,  and  such  other  aid  as  may  be  within  their  ability  to  t'uruish. 

Whereas,  the  seat  of  war  and  present  operations  of  the  enemy  are  now  transferred  to  the  southern  States ;  and 
the  junction  of  several  large  bodies  of  British  forces  within  this  State,  present  a  formidable  army,  against  which  everj 
exertion  of  ofience  and  defence  should  be  applied ; 

Resolved,  That  a  representation  be  made  to  the  Hon.  Major  General  Marquis  La  Fayette,  by  his  excellency  the 
Governor,  stating  the  present  state,  quantity  and  condition  of  the  public  arms;  the  urgent  reasons  that  appear  for  de- 
taining the  new  levies  now  collected  at  Albemarle  old  courthouse,  to  oppose  the  invading  enemy,  until  eifectual  ex- 
ertions can  be  made  for  provitling  other  means  of  defence,  or  the  operations  of  the  war  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Hon.  Major  General  Marquis  La  Fayette,  render  it  more  adviseable  to  detach  them  for  southern  service. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  Governor,  be  requested  to  urge  to  the  Hon.  Major  General  Marquis  La  Fayette, 
that  this  Stale,  under  its  present  circumstances,  can  in  no  wise  consent  that  the  public  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  said 
new  levies,  be  sent  out  of  the  State ;  and  that  his  excellency  the  Governor,  do  take  measures  for  countermanding  such 
of  the  public  arms  belonging  to  this  State,  as  may  have  been  delivered  for  that  purpose,  and  of  detaining  them  for  the 
purpose  of  immediate  defence. 

The  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth  and  tenth  resolutions,  were  severally  read  a  second  time, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  fifth  resolution,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  sixth  resolution,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  tiie  first,  second,  fourth,  ninth  and  tenth  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire 
their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  addresses  be  prepared  agreeable  to  the  third  and  eighth  resolutions ;  and  that  Messrs.  Page,  Tay- 
lor of  Caroline,  Nicholas,  Tyler,  Henry  and  Hardy,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  seventh  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Page,  Hardy. 
Tyler,  Mayo  and  Strother,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "concerning  the  adjournment  of  the  Supreme  Courts;"  and 
that  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one,  the  seve- 
ral acts  '  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,"  be  instructed  to  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  for  amending  the 
several  acts  of  Assembly  providing  against  invasions  and  insurrections. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  be  discharged  from  pro- 
ceeding on  so  muoh  of  the  Governor's  letter  with  its  enclosures,  to  them  referred,  as  respects  the  insuliiciency  of  the 
present  militia  laws;  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  commmittee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to 
amend  and  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  '  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia." 

Mr.  Richaid  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "concerning  the  adjournment  of  the  Supreme  Courts," 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  anrl  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  this  State's  quota  of  Continental 
money;"  and  that  Messrs.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Tyler,  Cabell  and  Pride,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
and  that  Messrs.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Tyler,  Cabell  and  Pride,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Amherst,  wiiich  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one,  the  several  acts  'for  regu- 
lating and  disciplining  the  militia." 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-jnorrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  May  30,  1781. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Major  Nelson,  on  the  subject  of  recruiting  his  corps  of  cavalry, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  commissioners  of  escheated  property  in  the  county  of  Prince 
William,  respecting  the  sale  of  certain  escheated  lands  in  the  said  county ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  by  the  sudden  depreciation  of  the  continental  money,  large  sums  are  likely  to  be  brought  into  the  trea- 
sury to  be  exchanged,  by  persons  not  being  citizens  of  this  State  and  others,  whereby  great  injury  is  likely  to  accrue 
to  the  State,  in  issuing  the  new  money  of  Congress  at  a  great  depreciation,  in  depriving  the  State  of  a  possibility 
of  paying  a  late  demand  of  Congress,  and  in  preventing  the  citizens  of  this  State  from  getting  what  money  they  may 
be  possessed  of  redeemed : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  be  requested  and  advised  not  to  exchange,  or  receive  to  ex- 
change, for  the  money  issued  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  day  of  March,  1780,  any  continental  money, 
as  directed  by  an  act  of  October,  1780,  until  the  sense  of  the  legislature  can  be  had  relative  thereto. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  writs  issue  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  serve  in  this  present  General  Assembly,  for  the  county 
of  Dinwiddie,  an  election  having  been  omitted  to  be  made  in  the  said  county,  on  the  day  appointed  by  law. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  calling  in  and  exchanging  this  State's  quota 
ol"  continental  money;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  rtad  the  tirst  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bdl  "  to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to 
levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizts,  and  also  on  all  prizes;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "concerning  the  adjournment  of  the  Supreme  Courts,  was  read  the  second  time;"  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  desired  to  employ  a  proper  number  of  trusty  persons  as  riders,  to  convev  to  him 
the  necessary  information  concerning  the  state  of  the  war  in  this  Commonwealth. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  memorial  of  Robert  Poage,  Caleb  Wallace,  David  Rice,  William  Read,  John  H.  Holt  and  Joshua  Early,  was 
presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  their  opinion  the  measures  adopted  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  and  the  defence  of  the  State  have  been  founded  on  ill  policy  and  conducted  improperly;  that  they  conceive  a  plan 
by  which  the  State  might  be  divided  into  districts,  having  a  Joint  regard  to  the  equality  of  property  and  the  number  of 
militia  in  each  district,  which  district  slioidd  furnish  a  soldier  "■  in  perpeiuo"  and  supply  him  with  sufficient  arms  and 
clothing,  would  be  more  eiia:ible  and  better  contribute  to  the  security  and  defence  of  the  State;  and  praying  that  the 
Legislature  will  countenance  such  a  plan  of  defence. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Saturday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  witli  the  Senate  to  the  choice  of  a 
Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  also,  of  three  members  of  the  Privy 
■Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  those  who  have  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  May  31,  1781. 

Another  member  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  Baron  Steuben,  with  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  present  state  of  the  Virginia  line ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Garrard  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  tlie  adjournment  of  the  Supreine  Courts;"  was  read  the  third  time; 


Resolved    That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  concernhig  the  adjournment  of  the  Supreme 

Courts." 

Ordered    That  Mr.  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Stnate,  and  desire  then-  concurrence. 

A  bill  "for  calling  in  and  exchanging  this  State's  quota  of  continental  money,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill  "to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also 
on  all  prizes  "  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Augusta,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  requisition  of  men  from  their  county  under  the  late  draft  law  is  unequal 
and  liniust  inasmucli  as  thev  are  compelled  to  I'urnisli  a  proportion  of  the  dehciency  of  certain  counties  that  have 
heretolbre  failed  to  raise  their  quottis;  tliat  any  estimate  formed  upon  the  numbers  of  their  militia,  and  not  guided  by 
the  amount  of  property,  will  be  unjust;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered  That  the  said  petition  be  refeired  to  the  committee  of  tlie  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Henry,  Cabell,  Taylor  (of  Caroline),  Pride,  Page,  Tyler,  Strother, 
Nicholas,  Hardy,  Talbot,  Digges,  Lomax,  Field,  Lee,  Mayo,  Woodson,  Morgan,  Peyton,  Campbell  (of  Washington), 
and  Syme-  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  examine  in  the  first  place  all  returns  of  writs 
for  electin"-  delegates  to  serve  in  this  present  General  Assembly,  and  to  compare  the  same  with  the  form  prescribed 
by  law  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  such  matters  as  shall  or  may  come  in  question  touching  returns,  elec- 
tions and  privileges,  and  to  report  tiieir  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  from  time  to  time  to  the  House : 
and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Resolved  That  in  all  cases  of  controverted  elections,  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  House  or  before  the  com- 
mittee of  Privileges  and  Elections,  the  petitioners  do,  by  themselves  or  by  their  agents,  within  a  convenient  time  to 
be  appointed,  either  by  the  House  or  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  as  the  matter  to  be  heard  shall  be 
before  the  House  or  the  said  committee,  deliver  to  the  sitting  members,  or  their  agents,  lists  of  the  persons  intended 
by  the  petitioners  to  be  objected  to,  who  voted  for  the  sitting  members,  giving  in  the  said  lists  the  several  heads  of 
objection,  and  distinguishing  the  same  against  the  names  of  the  voters  excepted  to ;  and  that  the  sitting  members  do, 
by  themselves  or  their  agents,  within  the  same  time,  deliver  the  like  lists  on  their  parts,  to  the  petitioners  or  their 
agents. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Tyler,  Taylor  (of  Caroline),  Pride,  Nicholas,  Hardy,  Baker,  M'Car- 
ty,  Lomax,  Henry,  Morgan,  and  Peyton;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into  their 
consideration  all  matters  relating  to  Courts  of  Justice,  and  such  other  matters  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  referred 
to  them,  and  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  in- 
spect the  Journals  of  the  last  session,  and  to  draw  up  a  state  of  the  matters  then  depending  and  undetermined,  and 
the  progress  that  was  made  therein,  and  report  the  same  to  the  House;  and  also  to  examine  what  laws  have  expired 
since  the  last  session,  and  inspect  such  temporary  la«s  as  will  expire  with  the  end  of  this  session,  or  are  near  expir- 
ing, and  report  the  same  to  the  House,  with  their  opinion  which  of  them  are  fit  to  be  revived  and  continued ;  and  the 
said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  lor  persons,  papers  and  records  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Adam  Craig  be  appointed  clerk  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  to  tlie 
committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

It  being  represented  to  this  House  by  Thomas  Hughes,  that  an  opposition  has  been  made  by  some  of  the  people 
of  Augusta  in  arms,  to  a  law  passed  by  the  last  Assembly,  and  that  Zachanah  Johnston,  a  member  for  that  county, 
hath  been  the  principal  instigator  of  such  opposition : 

Resolved,  That  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  made  into  it,  and  that  the  persons  most  likely  to  give  the  necessary  in- 
formation, be  called  upon  to  attend  on  the  eleventh  day  of  next  month. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  information  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections;  that  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  witli  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and  the  said  committee 
are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records  lor  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters,  papers  and  information,  respecting  the  accounts  of  Meriwether  Smith,  Esq.  which 
were  depending  before  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Henry,  Powell,  Baker,  W. 
Cabell,  Talbot,  Lomax,  VV.  Moore,  Field,  Strother,"  Taylor  (of  Caroline),  Woodson,  Digges  and  Triplett;  that  they 
do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  tlie  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Major  Nelson,  which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  stale  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  House,  acconlnig  to  the  order  of  -the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Air.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Page  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  tiic  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  whicii  he  read  in  Ins  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved.  That  the  corps  of  cavalry  commanded  by  Major  Nelson,  ought  to  be  augmented  to  the  number  ol 
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sixty  men  each  troop,  and  by  two  companies  of  infantry  to  consist  eacii  of  one  hundred  men,  properly  officered ;  the 
officers  to  be  appointed  out  of  the  supernumerary  officers  now  in  the  pay  of  this  State;  the  whole  to  be  organised  as 
a  legionary  corps.  • 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution  ;  and  that  Messrs.  Page,  Henry,  and 
Taylor  (of  Caroline),  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  which  lay  on  the  table  for  procuring  horses  to  mount  the  first 
and  third  regiments  of  dragoons,  and  the  same  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House  as  followeth : 

It  appearing,  that  the  prices  allowed  by  the  last  Assembly  for  purchasing  horses  to  mount  the  first  and  third  regi- 
ments of  dragoons  have  been  insufficient; 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  said  Assembly  be  repealed,  that  the  Governor,  with  the  advicf^  of  Cnnnril, 
he  degired  to  take  proper  measures  to  mount  the  said  regiments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  June  ],  1781. 


T.he  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
•'for  calling  in  and  exchanging  this  State's  quota  of  continental  money;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speak- 
er resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tjder  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under 
their  consideration  and  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to 
move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  said 
bill. 

A  memorial  of  Edmund  Pendleton  and  John  Taylor,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that 
they  have  claim  to  certain  lands  in  the  Stale  of  North  Carolina,  which,  before  the  extension  of  the  boundary  line, 
were  supposed  to  be  within  this  State;  that  they  have  obtained  patents  and  other  legal  confirmation  of  their  title,  but 
that  the  said  lands  are  about  to  be  granted  by  the  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  to  certain  settlers  and  residents  who 
pretend  a  claim  thereto ;  and  praying  the  interference  and  a  representation  of  the  legislature  on  their  behalf: 

Also,  a  petition  of  Nathaniel  Tally,  executor,  &c.  of  John  Tate,  dec. ;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  guardian  to  the 
orphans  of  the  said  testator,  and  for  their  maintenance  did,  at  the  time  there  were  no  taxes  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  lease  the  lands  for  the  term  of  eight  years  on  the  consideration  of  twenty-four 
pounds  per  annum  ;  that  the  depreciation  of  money  and  weight  of  taxes  now  imposed  will  produce  ruin  to  the  orphans; 
and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  that  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "to  establish  the  corps  of  cavalry  commanded  by  Major  Nelson 
into  a  legionary  corps ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and  also  on  the  bill  "to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and 
merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow.  . 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  June  2,  1781. 


A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  desired,  to  day,  to  commission  some  fit  person  or  persons  us  Brigadiers  General, 
to  command  a  corps  of  volunteers  to  act  against  the  enemy  on  the  present  emergency;  and  that  the  said  Brigadier  or 
Brigadiers  General  be  empowered  and  directed  to  appoint  proper  Field  Officers,  Captains,  Subalterns  and  other  offi- 
cers to  act  in  the  said  corps  of  volunteers. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,''  That  his  excellency  the  Governor  be  desired  to  call  for  the  immediate  assistance  of  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Morgan,  to  take  the  command  of  such  volunteers,  militia,  or  others,  as  he  may  be  able  speedily  to  embody,  and 
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inarch  to  join  the  army  under  command  of  the  Honorable  Major  General  Marquis  La  Fayette;  that  this  Assembly 
have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  active  exertions  of  General  Morgan  in  the  present  emergency,  and  that  the  Gover- 
nor do  transmit  to  the  said  General  so  mafty  proper  commissions  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  Field  Officers,  Captains, 
Subalterns  and  others,  to  be  by   him  appointed. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  pnt  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  of  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  for  procuring 
arms  and  military  stores. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  .Messrs.  Henry,  Nicholas,  Page,  Travis,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Ronald  and 
Strother. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Niciiolas,  Peyton,  Talbot,  Campbell  of  Washington,  and  Triplett, 
be  added  to  the  committee  appointeil  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  establish  martial  law  within  miles  of  our 

camp  and  that  of  the  enemy." 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  others  from  the  county  Lieutenants  of 
Augusta,  Rockbridge  and  Rockingham,  respecting  certain  dissensions  in  the  said  counties,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  the  county  Lieutenants  of  Augusta  and  Rockbridge,  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  county  Lieutenant  of  Rockingham,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Campbell  of  Rockbridge,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Caroline,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth, 
that  they  see  with  concern,  the  many  evils  resulting  from  the  toleration  given  to  toryism  and  the  too  great  indulgence 
of  the  laws  toward  people  inimically  disposed;  and  praying  that  some  mode  may  be  devised  by  which  persons  of  that 
character  shall  be  discriminated  and  compelled  to  leave  the  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  he  on  the  table. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  Governor 
or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of  three  Privy  Counsellors;  and  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  tlie  Commonwealth;  and  on  the  bills  "for  calling  in  and  exchang- 
ing this  State's  quota  of  continental  money;"  and  "to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty  on 
certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  til!  Monday  next. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  the  enemy  shall  be  in  possession  of  this  place  on  Monday  next,  this  House  do  adjourn 
to  Penn's  Ordinary,  in  the  county  of  Amherst,  there  to  meet  on  the  eleventh  day  of  this  month. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  adjourn  until  Monday  next,  10  o'clock;  then  to  meet  at  this  place,  unless  the  enemv 
shall  be  in  possession  of  the  same. 


MONDAY,  June  4,   1781. 


Resolved,  That  during  the  present  dangerous  invasion,  forty  members  be  a  sufficient  number  to  compose  a  Housf 
to  proceed  upon  business. 

There  being  reason  to  apprehend  an  immediate  incursion  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  to  this  place,  which  renders  it 
indispensable  that  the  General  Assembly  should  forthwith  adjourn  to  a  place  of  greater  security ; 

Resolved,  That  this  House  be  adjourned  until  Thursday  next,  then  to  meet  at  the  town  of  Staunton,  in  the 
county  of  Augusta. 


.'At  U\e  lowvi  oV  Sta\\v\U->n,  '\v\  t\\e  cownt>}  of  iXugwsta. 

THURSDAY,  June  7,   1781. 

The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Honorable  William  Fleming,  a  member  of  the  Privy 
Council  or  Council  of  State,  stating  certain  matters  for  the  consideration  of  the  General  Assembly ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress,  enclosing  sundry  resolutions  of 
that  body,  of  the  22d  instant,  on  the  subject  of  supply ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Tuesday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  witli  the  Senate,  to  the  clioice  of  a 
Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  also,  of  three  members  of  the  Privy 
Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  those  who  have  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  petition  of  Mann  Page,  Esq.  one  of  the  executors  of  John  Tayloe,  Esq.  deceased,  was  presented  to  the  Housi> 
and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  Will,  a  negro  man  slave,  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  testator,  was  condemned  to  suffer 
death  for  treason,  by  the  judgment  of  Prince  William  county  court,  which  sentence  the  petitioner  considers  as  ille- 
gal, because  a  slave  cannot  commit  treason ;  that  by  the  Constitution,  the  power  of  granting  a  pardon  for  that  offence 
is  reserved  to  the  legislature ;  and  praying  that  the  said  slave  may  be  pardoned. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition,  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty 
on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also,  on  all  prizes;"  niul  that  Mr.  Page  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty  oir 
certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also,  on  all  prizes ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  June  8,  1781. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  John  Walker,  Esq.  to  his  excellency  the  Governor,  respecting 
the  removal  of  the  public  stores;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  bill,  "to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also, 
on  all  prizes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  imme- 
diately. 

The  House  accordingly,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  said  bill ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tyler  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed 
him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  presented  according  to  order,  a  bill  ''for  establishing  martial  law  within  miles 

of  the  American  army  or  the  enemy's  camp;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given'to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  raising  two  legions  for  the  defence  of  the 
State;"  and  that  Mr.  Page  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Henr^^,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  greatlj'  injured  by  the  present  mode  for  regulating  impresses,  in- 
asmuch, as  the  certificates  granted  them  for  property  taken  for  public  use  are  refused  to  be  received  or  allowed  by  the 
sherifls,  collectors,  public  treasurer  and  auditors ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  raising  two  legions  for  the  defence  of  the 
State;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  calling  in  and  exchanging  this  State's  quota  of  continental 
money;"  and  that  Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroli'.  ,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  bill  "to  establish  the  corps  of  cavalry  commanded  by  Maj.  Nelson  into  a  legionary  corps;"  was  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  presented  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  calling  in  and  exchanging  this  State's  quota 
of  continental  money ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clocl: 
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SATURDAY,  June  9,  1781. 

A  bill,  "  for  establishing  martial  law  witliiti  miles  of  the  American  army  or  the  enemy's  camp;"  was  read 

the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  raising  two  legions  for  the  defence  of  this  State ;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

A  bill,  "for  calling  in  and  exchanging  tiiis  State's  quota  of  continental  money;"  was  read  the  secojid  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Tyler  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Mann  Page,  one  of  the  executors  of  the  will  of  John  Tayloe,  Esq.  deceased, 
to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  whicli  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
loweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  record  and  proceedings  of  the  court  of  Prince  William  county,  {hat  Bil- 
ly, alias  Will,  alias  William,  a  mulatto  slave  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  said  John  Tayloe,  deceased,  was,  before 
the  said  court,  indicted  for  treason  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged. 

It  also  appears  to  your  committee,  that  upon  application  being  made  to  his  excellency  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esq. 
the  then  Governor  of  Virginia,  a  reprieve  was  obtained  for  the  said  slave  till  the  last  day  of  the  present  month. 

It  farther  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  indictment  and  proceedings  thereon  against  the  said  slave  were  il- 
legal. 

Whereupon,  your  committee  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Mann  Page,  executor  as  aforesaid, 
praying  that  the  said  mulatto  slave  Billy,  alias  Will,  alias  William,  may  be  pardoned,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts  of 
Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Tyler  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration,  the  memorial  of  Edmund  Pendleton  and  John  Taylor,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to 
several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  iu  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  said  memorial  as  prays,  that  another  and 
more  pointed  representation  may  be  made  to  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  in  support  as  well  of  their  ti- 
tle, as  the  title  of  others,  circumstanced  as  they  are,  to  lands  which,  previous  to  the  late  extension  of  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween this  State  and  that  of  North  Carolina,  were  supposed  to  be  in  this  Commonwealth,  but  since  proved  to  lie  in 
the  said  State  of  North  Carolina,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  memorial  as  pray,  that  a  pub- 
lic agent  may  be  appointed  to  present  the  same  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  re- 
ceive their  final  answer  thereupon,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  be  authorised  and 
required  to  appoint  such  agent. 

Ordered,  That  a  representation  be  prepared  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts  of 
Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  second  resolution  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill, 
•'  to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also,  on  all  pri- 
zes ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tyler  reported,  that  the  committee 
liad,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  se- 
veral amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deUvered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  cliair,  and  Mr.  Tyler  reported,  that 
the  committee  had,  according  \o  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  but  not 
having  time  to  ga  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  tliis  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  for  es- 
tablishing llip  corps  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Major  Nelson,  into  a  legionary  corps,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monuay  mornmg,  10  o'clock. 
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SUNDAY,  June  10,  1781. 

The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  adjourn  until  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock,  then  to  meet  in  this  place;  but  if 
there  shall  appear  danger  in  so  doing,  from  the  enemy,  that  then  this  House  be  adjourned  until  Thursday  next,  then 
to  meet  at  the  Warm  Springs  in  this  county,  at  which  time  and  place,  if  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  adjourn  the 
House  should  fail  to  appear,  the  Speaker  is  invested  with  power,  as  well  to  adjourn  the  House  from  day  to  day,  as  to 
appoint,  in  case  of  necessity,  any  other  time  and  place  for  the  meeting  of  this  House,  as  to  him  shall  seem  adviseable 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  June  11,  1781. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  two  letters  addressed  to  his  excellency  the  Governor,  from  Col.  John  Gibson 
and  Mr.  William  Harrison,  respecting  their  claims  upon  the  public,  for  supplies  to  the  regiment  under  command  of  the 
said  Col.    John  Gibson,  and  for  provisions  furnished  for  the  expedition  under  Genera!  Clarke;  which  were  read,  anrU^ 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  commercial  agent  be  desired  without  delay,  to  purchase  such  arms,  ammunition,  and  military 
stores,  as  the  State  is  in  want  of,  and  that  the  said  agent  be  assured  that  every  resource  of  the  State  shall  be  called 
forth,  if  necessary,  to  make  punctual  payment  for  the  same. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker,  upon  receiving  certain  information  of  any  member  of  this  House  being  a  prisoner 
to  the  enemy,  be  directed  to  issue  a  writ  for  the  election  of  a  member  in  the  room  of  such  prisoner. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tiller  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  pre- 
pared a  representation  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth : 

The  Assembly  of  Virginia,  although  no  notice  hath  been  taken  of  two  representations  heretofore  made  to  the 
legislature  ot'  North  Carolina,  will  not  yet  entertain  an  idea  that  the  neglect  proceeds  from  any  fixed  intention  of  do- 
ing injustice ;  they  do,  therefore,  once  more  warmly  solicit  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina,  to  make  a  provision  for 
those  persons  who  have  obtained  titles  to  lands  supposed  to  be  in  Virginia,  but  which  are  now  likely  to  fall  in  the 
Stale  of  North  Carolina;  and  must  at  the  same  time  observe,  that  they  shall  be  compelled  by  every  motive  of  public 
policy,  and  of  that  protection  due  to  their  citizens,  to  refuse  their  assent  to  the  establishment  of  any  boundary  line, 
until  this  their  request,  so  consonant  to  the  principles  of  the  confederation,  the  bonds  of  good  neighborhood,  and  the 
rights  of  mankind,  be  complied  with.  How  is  it  that  the  State  of  North  Carolina  have  claimed  their  territory  by 
charters  from  the  King  of  England,  and  yet  deny  efficacy  to  patents  derived  from  the  same  source  ?  If  these  char- 
ters are  valid  to  define  the  limits  of  States,  are  not  patents  which  possess  tiie  same  foundation  valid  to  prescribe  the 
bounds  of  private  ownership  ?  If  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina,  should  explode  the  authority  of  these  patents,  . 
they  may  draw  themselves  into  a  disagreeable  predicament  with  respect  to  the  United  States,  which  needs  only  to  be 
hinted  at,  to  be  understood.  But  if  the  Indian  title  is  the  only  good  one,  then  doth  Virginia  positively  claim  the 
lands  in  dispute,  by  virtue  of  a  purchase  from  the  Cheroki^es  in  the  year  one  thousaud  seven  hundred  and  seventy, 
by  the  express  permission  of  the  Crown;  the  bounds  of  which  purchase,  and  not  the  late  extended  line,  must  be  the 
mark  of  territory  between  the  two  States.  Indeed,  Virginia  built  Fort  Patrick  Henry,  for  the  express  defence  of  this 
land  so  purchased  of  the  Cherokees.  The  Assembly  of  Virginia  do  not  wish  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina,  to 
act  in  a  judicial  capacity,  by  saying  that  the  title  of  any  individual  is  to  be  preferred,  but  they  ask  them  to  establish 
the  best  Virginia  title,  in  whomsoever  it  may  be  placed,  and  to  direct  that  the  laws  and  usages  of  Virginia,  heretofore 
made,  shall  be  the  rule  of  determination,  leaving  the  several  claimants  to  prosecute  their  titles  in  the  usual  channels. 
This  proposition  was  made  by  the  Assembly  of  Virginia  before  it  was  known  in  what  manner  a  line  extended  by  the 
King  of  England's  charters  would  aflect  these  claimants ;  which  proves  that  it  was  not  the  eflect  of  any  partial 
motive.  The  Assembly  of  Virginia  hope,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  this  representation,  that  it  will  not  go  un- 
noticed as  the  others  have  done,  but  that  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina  will  favor  them  with  their  determination, 
till  which,  the  Assembly  of  Virginia  will  postpone  all  farther  measures  of  this  business. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  representation  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  w 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  the    j# 
"Session. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
4  .  ' 
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"  to  amend  the  act,  'for  raising  two  legions  for  the  defence  of  the  State;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr- 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tj'ler  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  rend  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  proceed  to-morrow,  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  to  the  choice  of 
a  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate,  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  also,  of  three  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council 
of  State,  in  the  room  of  those  who  have  resigned.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  nominate  persons  proper  to  be  ballotted  for  as  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Commonwealth,  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  also,  of  three  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  lists  of  the  persons  so  nominated,  to  the  Senate. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Wednesday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of 
five  delegates  to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  for  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  in  November  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

r'  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  to  direct  the  treasurer  not  to  receive  in  exchange  at 
the  treasury,  the  old  continental  money,  until  the  future  order  of  the  legislature;  they  have  also  agreed  to  the  resolu- 
tion for  calling  Brigadier  General  Morgan  into  service.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "for  estab- 
lishing the  corps  of  cavalry  commanded  by  Major  Nelson,  into  a  legionary  corps,"  being  read; 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  same  be  put  off  until  the  tenth  day  of  the  next  session 
of  Assembly, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  for  es- 
tablishing martial  law  within  miles  of  the  American  army,  or  of  the  enemy's  camp;"  and  on  the  bill 
•'for  calling  in  and  exchanging  this  State's  quota  of  continental  money,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  June  12,  1781. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  several  letters  from  the  Hon.  Major  General  Marquis  La  Fayette,  command- 
ing the  army  in  this  State,  stating  sundry  matters  for  the  consideration  of  the  General  Assembh';  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  mto  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  sometime  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Page  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
agreed  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  re.'d  in  liis  place,  and  afttrwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followrtli : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Executive  Council  be  desired  to  call  immediately  into  service,  as  many  of 
the  militia  as  can  be  properly  armed  and  accoutred ;  and  that  they  do  join  the  army  under  the  Marquis  La  Fayette  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  as  many  of  the  men  called  out  under  tljc  foregoing  resolution,  as  conveniently  can,  ought  to  be 
mounted  and  supplied  with  as  much  provision  as  they  can  carry. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  agree  to  proceed  to-morrow,  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  to  the  choice  of 
five  delegates  to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress  for  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  in  November  next;  they 
have  added  the  names  of  sundry  persons  to  the  nomination  for  a  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  of  three  members  of  the  Privy  Council;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  respecting  the  impress  of  horses 
for  public  service ;  and  tlicy  have  agreed  to  tlie  bill  "  concerning  the  adjournment  of  the  Supreme  Courts."  And  then 
he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  General  Stevens : 
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Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  calling  forth  a  body  of  militia  to  reinforce  the|J» 
array  under  command  of  the  Marquis  La  Fayette.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of 
a  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets 
with  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Pai^e, 
Lee,  Burwell,  Dulaney  and  M'Cartey,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committ'ee  from  the  Senate,  and  jointly 
with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  a  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew ;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot 
boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  be  appointed  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth^* 
for  one  year,  he  having  been  so  elected  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their iftA^A  1, 

Resuhed,  That  at  the  next  session  of  Assembly  an  inquiry  be  made  into  tlie  conduct  of  the  Executive  of  this 
State  for  the  last  twelve  months. 

The  Speaker  made  his  resignation  to  the  House,  of  his  appointment  to  be  a  delegate  to  represent 'this  State  in 
Congress  until  the  first  day  of  November  next;  which  was  accepted. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  ]3y  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of 
three  members  of  tlie  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State ;  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  names  of 
the  persons  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Page,  Tyler,  Travis,  Lee  and 
Mountjoy,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  and  jointly  with  them  to  examine  the 
ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  ihe  House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  met  a  commitee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot 
boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  William  Cabell,  Samuel  Hardy  and  Samuel  M'Dowell,  Esquires. 

Resolved,  That  William  Cabell,  Samuel  Hardy  and  Samuel  M'Dowell,  Esquires,  be  appointed  members  of  the4» 
Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  those  who  have  resigned,  they  having  been  so  elected  by  joint 
ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.|56^    iiij^f*r  *, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution :  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  be  desired  to  present  to  Captain  John  Jouett,  an  elegant  sword  and  pair  of  pistols, 
as  a  memorial  of  the  high  sense  which  the  General  Assembly  entertain  of  his  activity  and  enterprize,  in  watching  the 
motions  of  ihe  enemy's  cavalry  on  their  late  incursion  to  Charlottesville,  and  conveying  to  the  Assembly  timely  infor- 
mation of  their  approach,  whereby  the  designs  of  the  enemy  were  frustrated,  and  many  valuable  stores  preserved. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  nominate  persons  proper  to  be  ballotted  for  as  delegates  to  represent  this  Common- 
wealth in  Congress  for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  November  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  lists  of  the  persons  so  nominated,  to  the  Senate.  ^^ 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution:  P 

Resolved  That  the  Executive  be  desired  to  purchase  for  General  Edsvard  Stevens,  an  elegant  gelding,  to  replace 
one  lost  by  him  in  the  battle  at  Guilford  courthouse  ;  and  also  a  set  of  furniture. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Honorable  Major  General  Marquis  La  Fayette,  be  empowered  to  impress  such,  and  so  many 
horses  for  the  public  service  as  he  may  find  necessary. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Honorable  Major  General  Marquis  La  Fayette,  be  empowered  to  dispose  of  the  public  arms 
and  ammunition,  by  ordering  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  the  well-affected  citizens  at  large,  or  otherwise,  as  he  may 
judge  most  conducive  to  the  public  safety. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Fitzhugh :  •\^ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  appointing  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  Governor  of|^ 
the  Commonwealth;  and  to  the  resolution  appointing  Wm.  Cabell,  Samuel  Hardy  and  Samuel  M'Dowell,  Esquires, 
meinbers  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

^^sokei,  J^^at  this  House  will,  on  Thursday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
delegate  to  represent  this  Commomvealth  in  Congress  until  the  first  day  of  November  next,  in  the  room  of  Benjamin 
Harrison,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned. 
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I         Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whol&  House,  on  the  bills  "  fof 
establishing  martial  law  within  miles  of  the  American  army,  or  the  enemy's  camp  ;"  and  "  for  calling 

in  and  exchanging  this  State's  quota  of  continental  money,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House    adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  June  13,  1781. 


J,         An  engrossed  bill,  "to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchan* 
di^^nd^lso*  on  all  prizes,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

'      Mesofve(i,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to 
levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also,  on  all  prizes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  raising  two  legions  for  the  defence  of  the  State;"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  'for  raising  two  legions  for  the  defence  of  the 
State." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  sheriffs  to  hold  elections  in  certain  cases  at 
other  places  than  those  appointed  by  law ;"  and  that  Mr.  Page  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  which  lay  on  the  table,  respecting  the  election  of  members  to 
this  House,  in  the  room  of  those  who  may  be  made  prisoners  to  the  enemy;  and  the  same  being  twice  read  was,  on 
^the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker,  upon  receiving  information  of  any  member  of  this  House  being  a  prisoner  to  the 
enemy,  be  directed  to  issue  a  writ  for  the  election  of  a  member  to  serve  during  the  captivity  of  such  prisoner. 

•  Mr*  E?^  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  empower  the  sherifls  to  hold  elections  in  certain  cases  at 
other  places  than  those  appointed  by  law;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  declaring  martial  law  within  miles  of  the  American  army  or  enemy's  camp;"  and  after  some 

time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Lomax  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through 
the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Christian: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  to  empower  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette  to  impress 
horses  for  the  public  service ;  also,  they  have  added  the  names  of  two  other  persons  to  the  nomination  of  delegates  to 
represent  this  State  in  Congress.     And  then  he  witlidrew . 

The  House  proceeded  to  nominate  a  person  proper  to  be  ballotted  for,  as  a  delegate  to  represent  this  Common- 
wealth in  Congress,  until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next,  in  the  room  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esquire,  who  hath 
resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  five 
delegates  to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress  lor  one  year,  from  the  first  Monday  in  November  next;  and 
the  members  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  names  of  the  persons  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the 
ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Taylor,  Page,  Henry,  Talbot,  and  Joel  Watkins,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  com- 
mittee from  the  Senate,  and  jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  ma- 
jority of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew;  and  after  sometime  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot 
boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  James  Madison,  Edmund  Randolph,  Joseph  Jones,  Theoderick 
Bland  and  John  Blair,  Esquires. 
^}^       Resolved,  That  James  Madison,  Edmund  Randolph,  Josc])!)  Jones,  Theoderick  Bland  and  John  Blair,  Esquires, 
▼  be  appointed  delegates  to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress  for  one  year,  from  the  first  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber next.  ^ 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  ^^Ay%  '  ( wr 
The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
'•  for  calling  in  and  exchanging  this  Slate's  quota  of  continental  money;"  and  after  sometime  spent  therein,  Mr. 
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Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tyler  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed 
him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

The  order  of  the  daj',  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  June  14,   1781. 


A  bill  "to  empower  the  sheriffs  to  hold  elections  in  certain  cases  at  other  places  than  those  appointed  by  law,'" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time.  ^^ 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
inqiw;ed  ioto  the  conduct  of  Zachariah  Johnston,  upon  the  information  of  Thomas  Hughes  against  him,  for  being 
the  ^^ncipal^insli^ator  of  an  opposition  which  has  been  made  by  some  of  the  people  of  Augusta  in  arms  to  a  law,  pas- 
sed by  a  former  Assembly ;  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  various  witnesses,  that  Zachariah  Johnston  hath  uniformly 
recommended  to  the  people  of  the  county  of  Augusta,  an  obedience  to  the  law  "  for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of 
troops  to  serve  in  the  continental  array;"  and  did  by  no  means  instigate  them  to  an  opposition  to  the  said  law. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  information  is  groundless. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Christian : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  representation  to  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  ;iA 
also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  that  the  commercial  agent  purchase  necessary  arms  and  ammunition ;  for 
granting  a  pardon  to  a  negro  slave,  for  treason ;  for  presenting  a  gelding  and  furniture  to  Brigadier  General  Stevens, 
to  compensate  his  loss  at  the  battle  of  Guilford;  to  proceed  this  day  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  to  the  choice  of 
a  delegate  to  Congress,  in  the  room  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.;  and  also,  for  presenting  a  sword  and  pair  of  pistols 
to  Captain  John  Jouett,  with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then  he  with- 
drew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  disagreed  to.  \t 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith.  ^ 

William  Cabell,  Esq.  m^de  his  resignation  to  the  House  of  his  appointment  to  be  a  member  of  the  Privy  Coun-  yi 
cil  or  Council  of  State,  which  was  accepted. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

It  appearing  to  the  House,  that  Meriwether  Smith,  Esq.  one  of  the  delegates  representing  this  Commonwealth  in  ■ 
Congress,  hath  failed  to  comply  with  an  order  of  the  House  made  at  the  last  session,  for  his  appearance  at  the  present 
session  on  the  subject  of  his  public  accounts,  although  he  hath  received  timely  official  notice  of  such  order; 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Meriwether  Smith,  Esq.  be  superseded  in  his  said  appointment,  as  one  of  the  delegates 
of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  tlie  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  petition  of  John  Poage,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  greatly  distressed  by  a 
judgment  obtained  against  him  as  high  sheriff  of  Augusta  county,  for  the  default  of  his  deputy,  who  was  robbed ; 
and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Johnson,  Henry,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Page  and  Tyler; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one,  the  seve- 
ral acts  of  Assembly,  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  providing  against  invasions  and  insurrections," 
be  discharged  therefrom. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act  '  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia;" 
and  that  Messrs.  Page,  Henry,  Cabell,  Joel  VVatkins,  Johnson,  Campbell  of  Washington,  Talbot,  Southall  and  Dula- 
ney,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  William  Campbell,  Esq.  be  appointed  a  Brigadier  General  in  the  militia  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  that  the  Governor  elect  do  commission  him  accordingly. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House.  |^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concnrrencp.^tj  ^y4»<^# 
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Mr.  Mountjoy  reported  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  law,  to  ascertain  the  centre  of  thf 
county  of  Stafford;  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  proceedings  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  for  establishing  martial  law  within  miles  of  the  American  army,  or  the  enemy's  camp ;"  and  after  some  time  spent 

therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Lomax  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  tiie  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Fitzhugh: 
1^  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  appointing  Jaraes  Madison,  Edmund  Randolph, 
Joseph  Jones,  Theoderick  Bland  and  John  Blair,  Esquires,  delegates  to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress; 
they  have  no  person  to  add  to  the  nomination  of  a  delegate,  in  the  room  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  and  are  willing 
that  Edmund  Randolph,  Esq.  be  appointed  in  his  room  without  the  formality  of  a  ballot.  And  then  he  withdrew. 
^  Resolved,  That  Edmund  Randolph,  Esq.  be  appointed  a  delegate  to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress 
until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next,  in  the  room  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  wlio  hath  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.^5i*/k  ♦  •  ^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tiie  resolution  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  ^^•hich  fty  on 
the  table,  respecting  the  memorial  of  Edmund  Pendleton  and  John  Taylor,  Esquires,  to  them  referred;  and  the  same 
being  again  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  parts  of  the  memorial  of  the  said  Edmund 
Pendleton  and  John  Taylor,  Esquires,  as  pray  that  a  public  agent  may  be  appointed  to  present  the  said  representa- 
tion to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  State  of  North  Carolina  and  receive  their  final  answer  thereupon,  is  reason- 
able; and  that  the  Governor  with  advice  of  Council,  be  authorised  and  required  to  appoint  such  agent. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
^'for  calling  in  and  exchanging  this  State's  quota  of  continental  money;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tyler  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said 
bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Mathews: 
IJ         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty 

♦on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also,  on  all  prizes;"  also,  they  have  agreed  to  several  resolutions  for  calling 
forth  and  relieving  the  militia;  respecting  the  impress  of  horses  for  the  army;  that  the  Governor  employ  riders  to 
convey  intelligence;  to  stay  certain  public  arms  and  the  new  levies  from  being  sent  out  of  the  State;  and  for  mount- 
ing the  cavalry  of  the  first  and  third  regiments  of  dragoons;  and  they  do  insist  on  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by 
this  House  to  the  resolution  respecting  Captain  John  Jouett.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  said  amendment  being  again  read; 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Rockbridge,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the  execution  of  the  law  for  drafting  soldiers  for  the  continental  army 
will  be  very  oppressive  and  burthensome  to  the  petitioners;  and  praying  that  the  said  law  may  be  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  June  15,   1781. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  establishing  martial  law  within  _  miles  of  the  American  army,  or  the  enemy's 

camp;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the   bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be  "an  act,  for  establishing  martial  law,  within  twenty 
miles  of  the  American  army,  or  the  enemy's  camp." 
"•W      On/erc^.  That  Mr.  I/omax  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
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An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  empower  the  sheriffs  to  hold  elections  in  certain  cases  at  other  places  than  those  appoint- 
ed by  law;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  empower  the  sheriffs  to  hold  elections  in  cer- 
tain cases  at  other  places  than  those  appointed  by  law." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  calling  in  and  exchanging  this  State's  quota  of  continental  money ;"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

An  engrossed  clause  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder,  to  prevent  the  treasurer  from 
paying  out  the  money  emitted  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  of  the  18th  of  March,  1780,  except  by  the 
directions  of  the  executive  or  the  legislature;  and  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  severally  read  three  times  was, 
on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill  by  way  of  ryder. 

fiesohed,  That  the  bill,  together  with  its  ryder,  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  for  calling  in  and  ex- 
changing this  State's  quota  of  continental  money." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  and 
for  punishing  those  who  shall  oppose  the  execution  of  the  laws;"  and  that  Messrs.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Henry,  Baker, 
Tyler  and  Morgan,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Page  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
agreed  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followetli : 

Resolved,  That  such  poor  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Lincoln,  Fayette  and  Jefferson,  as  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  procure  lands  there,  ought  to  be  permitted  to  take  up  and  locate  such  quantities  of  vacant  land  as  may  suffice 
theui  for  settlements  and  plantations,  not  exceeding  four  hundred  acres  for  one  family;  and  that  such  poor  inhabit- 
ants now  actually  resident  in  the  Kentucky  country  ought  to  have  two  years  credit  for  the  said  land,  paying  for  the 
same  twenty  shillings  specie  per  hundred  acres,  or  the  value  thereof  in  paper  money,  besides  office  fees. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  (he  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  thousand  men  ought  to  be  raised  for  com- 

pleting this  State's  quota  of  continental  troops,  by  voluntary  enlistments  throughout  the  State  at  large. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  men  so  raised  be  enlisted  for  the  term  of  two  years, 
or  during  the  war. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution ;  and  that  Messrs.  Page,  Henry,  Lo- 
gan, Greene  and  M'Cartey,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  he  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  second  and  third  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs.  Hen-  r' 
ry,  Tyler,  Cabell,  Field,  Holmes,  Lnmax,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Moore,  Peyton,  William  Campbell,  Strother,  Pride 
and  Southall,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Christian :  J^ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  appointing  Edmund  Randolph,  Esq.  a  delegate  to^k 
Congress  in  the  room  of  Benjamin   Harrison,  Esq.;  also  to  the  resolution  appointing  William  Campbell,  Esq.  a  bri- 
gadier general;  and  they  do  recede  from  their  amendment  to  the  resolution  for  presenting  Capt.  Jouett  with  a  sword 
and  pistols.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
member  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  William  Cabell,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  regulate  the  department  of  the  War  Office;"  and  that 
Messrs.  Page,  Dulaney,  and  William  Campl)ell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  Governor  and 
Council,  and  for  punishing  those  who  shall  oppose  the  execution  of  laws ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  nhole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  for  punishing  those  who  shall  oppose  the 
execution  of  laws;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  calling  upon  the  deficient  counties  in  this  State  who  have 
not  furnished  liieir  respective  quotas  of  men  under  any  law,  since  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
five,  and  for  punishing  such  officers  as  were  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  taid  laws  and  have  abused  that  trust;" 


20 


and  that  Messrs.  Andrew  Moore,  Charles  Campbell,  Cravens,  Steele,  Lankford,  Morgan,  Lee,  Joel  Watkins,  Holmes, 
Smith  and  Bell,  do  prepare  and  brhig  in  the  same. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  June  16,  1781. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Cyrus  Griffin,  on  the  subject  of  his  public  accounts 
as  a  delegate  of  this  State  in  Congress;  wliich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  John  Poage  was  referred,  that  the  committee 
had  according  to  order,  had  the  said  petition  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to 
a  resolution  thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  James  Graham,  deputy  sheriff  for  the  county  of  Augusta,  was  robbed  of  the 
sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  pounds,  being  the  tax  money  of  the  said  county,  on  his  way  to  the  treasury,  and  that  a 
judgment  hath  been  entered  upon  against  John  Poage,  the  sheriti'  of  the  said  county,  for  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds  five  shillings,  on  account  of  the  said  money  so  stolen,  and  not  paid  into  the 

treasury. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  petition  is  reasonable;  but  that  the  final  determination  thereon  ought  to  be 
postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly ;  and.  in  the  mean  time,  that  the  public  solicitor  be  directed  not  to  take  out 
an  execution  on  the  said  judgment. 

Ordered    That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  for  punishing  those  who  shall  oppose  the  execution  of 
laws-"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tyler  reported,  that  the  commit- 
tee had  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made 
several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  proceed,  on  Monday  next,  to  the  choice  of  a  Privy  Counsellor  in 
the  rooiti  of  William  Cabell,  Esq.;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  appointing  an  agent  to  present  the 
I  representation  of  this  Assembly  to  the  Assembly  of  North  Carolina;  and  ihej'  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  establish- 
ing martial  law  within  twenty  miles  of  the  American  army,  or  the  enemy's  camp,"  witli  several  amendments;  and  to 
the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  '  for  raising  two  legions  for  the  defence  of  the  State,"  with  several  amendments;  to  which 
amendments  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.      And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 
l(        Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  empower  the  sherifl's  to  hold  elections  in  certain  caseJ 
^t  other  places  than  those  appointed  by  law."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  preventing  a  discontinuance  of  the  General  Court,  and  sus- 
pending the  proceedings  of  certain  courts  in  particular  cases ;"  and  that  Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  IVIr.  William  Campbell  iiave  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder 
of  the  session. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "preventing  a  discontinuance  of  the  General  Court, 
and  suspending  the  proceedings  of  certain  courts  in  particular  cases;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  nominate  persons  proper  to  be  ballotted  for  as  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council,  or 
Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  William  Cabell,  Esq.  vviio  hatli  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  a  list  of  tiie  persons  so  nominated  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill,  "preventing  a  discontinuance  of  the  General  Court,  and  suspending  the  proceedings  of  certain  courts  in 
particular  cases;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
Monday  next. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and  also,  on  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  miUtia,"  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


21 
MONDAY,  June  18,  1781. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Major  General  Marquis  La  Fayette,  respecting  th( 
present  state  and  movements  of  the  army  under  his  command;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  his  excellency  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  containing  his  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  honor  of  his  appointment  as  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  John  Walker,  Esq.  respecting  his  endeavors  for  the  removal 
and  security  of  certain  public  stores ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Morgan,  enclosing  several  letters  and  other 
papers  on  the  subject  of  levying  a  body  of  volunteers  and  militia  to  join  the  army ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  for  enrolled  bills  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Pride,  Cabell,  Tyler,  Baker,  Greene,  Morgan  and  Lomax;  and  they 
are  to  examine  sucli  enrolled  bills  as  shall,  from  time  to  lime,  be  referred  to  th«m,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  for  punishing  those  who  shall 
oppose  the  execution  of  laws;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  Governor  and 
Council,  and  for  punishing  those  who  shall  oppose  the  execution  of  laws." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  for  raising  two|/ 
legions  for  the  defence  of  the  State ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith.  •* 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  for  establishing  martial  law  within 
twenty  miles  of  the  American  army,  or  the  enemy's  camp;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  regulating  the  department  of  the  War  Office;"  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  treasurer  to  emit  a  further  sum  of  money;"  and 
that  Mr.  Tyler  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  government;"  and  that  Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Henry  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  enlisting  soldiers  to  serve  in  the  continental  army;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  he  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  act,  '  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Lomax  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their      , 
consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  calling  in  and  exchanging  this  State's  quota  of  conti- 
nental  money,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  they  do  recede  from  tlieitj^ 
amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  for  establishing  martial  law  within  twenty  miles  of  the  Ame«^ 
rican  army,  or  the  enemy's  camp;"   and  they  are  satisfied  with  the  nomination  for  a  Privy  Counsellor  in  the  room  of 
William  Cabell,  Esq.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  accordmg  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
member  of  the  Privy  Council,  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  William  Cabell,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned ;  and  the 
members  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot 
boxes,  Messrs.  Cabell,  Page  and  Strother,,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  and 
jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  vvhom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew ;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot 
boxes,  and  found  a  majoriiy  of  votes  in  favor  of  Jolm  Walker,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  John  Walker,  Esq.  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council,  or  Council  of  State,  in  the|^ 
room  of  William  Cabtll,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned. 

Or>Jfred,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. ^[^#  A  <  tw* 
Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  sa- 
laries of  the  officers  of  government;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time. 
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Mr.  Tyler  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Heni-y,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed 
upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  b}'  the  House,  as  followeih : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  sundry  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of  Henry,  as  well  as  many  other 
inhabitants  of  the  several  counties  throughout  this  Commonwealth,  have  labored  under  many  hardships  and  inconve- 
niences from  the  mode  which  has  lately  been  pursued  in  impressii-s;- tiieir  property ;  insomuch,  that  many  families  have 
been  left  without  provisions  necessary  for  their  subsistence;  and  that  the  certihcates  given  for  property  so  impressed, 
the  auditors  of  public  accounts  will  not  grant  warrants  upon,  neither  will  tlie  different  sheriffs  receive  the  same  in  dis- 
charge of  taxes. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  sundr}'  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of 
Henry,  praying  relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  courts  for  receiving  public  claims  on  account  of  impresses  made  by 
any  persons  for  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  public  service,  ought  to  be  held  forthwith ;  and  that  such  courts 
be  composed  of  justices  in  the  commission  of  the  peace  as  formerly,  and  make  report  of  their  proceedings  to  the  next 
session  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  bill,  "for  regulating  the  department  of  the  War  Office,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "  for  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  government,"  was  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  state  of  the 
k  Commonwealth ;  and  on  the  bill  "  preventing  a  discontinuance  of  the  General  Court,  and  suspending  the  proceedings 
\<^f  certain  courts  in  particular  cases,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  June  19,  1781. 


Mr.  Henry  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  now  resident  on  the  western 
waters ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Tyler  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  empower  the  treasurer  to  emit  a  farther  sum  of  money  ;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  regulating  and  disciplin- 
ing the  militia." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lomax  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  two  letters  from  Richard  Claiborne,  Esq.  deputy  continental  quarter-master 
in  this  State,  representing  the  state  of  that  department ;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Hon.    William  Fleming,  Esq.  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Council,  enclosing  one  from  the  President  of  Congress,  together  with  a  state  of  the  national  debt  and  an  estimate  of 
^the  expenses  of  the  current  year ;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
'S        A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  all  horses  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  army,  by  order  of  the  Marquis  La  Fayette,  Major  Gene- 
ral Baron  Steuben,  or  General  Nelson,  ouglit  to  be  paid  for  by  the  treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  by  warrant  from 
the  auditors  of  public  accounts. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to.tlie  bill,  "for  calling  in  and  exchanging  this 
State's  quota  of  continental  money  ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  was  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  commissioners  of  escheated  property  in  the  county  of  Prince  William,  which 
,    lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

^  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  biuig  in  a  bill,  "giving  further  time  to  delinquent  counties  to  pay  their  specific 

tax;"  and  that  I\lr.  Smith  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

•  |AJJI,||,'^w»fnlisting  soldiers  to  serve  in  the  continental  army,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a.coai!niltoe  of  the  whole  House,  to-moirow. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Pittsylvania,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting 
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ibrth,  that  they  will  be  greatly  aggrieved  by  the  execution  of  the  law  lor  dral'ting  soldiers  for  the  continental  aimy; 
and  praying  to  be  relieved  therefrom. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
•'preventitig  a  discontinuance  of  the  General  Court  and  suspending  the  proceedings  of  certain  courts  in  particular 
cases;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Lomax  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  accordmg  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Smith  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  giving  further  time  to  delinquent  counties  to  pay  their  specific 
tax;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  for  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  government;"  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Lomax  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  some  progress  therein^  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same, 
had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
said  bill. 

Mr.  Henry  presented,  according  to  order,  an  address  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  A.merican  States;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tyler  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  ex- 
amined what  laws  have  lately  expired,  and  inspected  such  temporary  laws  as  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  session,  or 
are  near  expiring,  and  had  agreed  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deliv- 
ered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  w  here  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 
I  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  ojmiion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 

hundred  and  seventy-eight,  entitled,  "  an  act  to  enable  the  Governor  and  Council  to  supply  the  armies  and  navies 
of  the  United  States  and  of  their  Allies  with  grain  and  flour;"  which  expired  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  ought  to  be  revived. 

Resolved,  that  it  i/-  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1778,  entitled  "  an 
act,  to  amend  an  act  'for  preventing  forestalling,  regrating,  engrossing  and  public  vendues,"  which  was  continued  by 
several  subsequent  acts,  and  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  farther  continued. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1778,  entitled  "  an 
act  to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics, 
and  persons  of  unsound  minds;"  which  was  continued  by  several  subsequent  acts,  and  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this 
present  session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  farther  continued. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1778,  entitled  "  an 
act  to  empower  the  Governor  and  Council  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time;"  which  was  continued  by  several 
subsequent  acts,  and  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  farther  continued. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  at  the  last  session,  entitled 
"  an  act  to  exempt  artificers  employed  at  iron  works,  from  miUtia  duty;"  which  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  present 
session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  farther  continued. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1779,  entitled 
"  an  act  for  raising  a  supply  of  money  for  the  service  of  the  United  States ;"  which  expired  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary Inst  past,  ought  not  to  be  revived. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth  resolutions;  and 
that  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  be  desired  to  use  every  means  to  make  remittances  to 
our  delegates  in  Congress  in  discharge  of  their  allowance,  either  by  giving  orders  for  the  purchasing  and  transmit- 
ting to  them  tobacco  or  hemp,  or  by  pursuing  such  other  mode  as  to  them  shall  appear  most  etfectual. 

And  the  said  resolution,  being  read  a  second  time  was;  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  giving  further  time  to  delinquent  counties  to  pay  their  specific  tax,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Smith,  Southall  and  Cabell. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  to  pay  for  certain  horses  impressed  for  public  ser^jL 
vice;  appointing  Johp  Walker,  Esq.  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State;  and  respecting  the  petition^ 
of  John  Poage;  they  do  recede  from  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  for  calling  in  and  ex-^ 
changing  this  State's  quota  of  continental  money;"  and  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  giving  certain  powers  to  the 
Governor  and  Council  and  for  punishing  those  who  shall  oppose  the  execution  of  laws;"  with  several  amendments, 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  1| 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  bill,  "to  empower  the  treasurer  to  emit  a  further  sum  of  money,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tyler  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  farther  continu- 
ing an  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  empower  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Tyler  presented,  from  tiie  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  farther  continu- 
ing an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  an  act  for  preventing  forestalling,  regrating,  engrossing  and  public  vendues," 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Tyler  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  farther  continu- 
ing an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  revive  and  amend  an  act  to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots, 
lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time. 

Mr.  Tyler  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  continuing  an 
act,  to  exempt  artificers  employed  at  iron  works  from  militia  duty;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Tyler  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  revive  an  act,  en- 
titled 'an  act  to  enable  the  Governor  and  Council  to  supply  tiie  armies  and  navies  of  the  United  States,  and  of  their 
Allies,  with  grain  and  flour;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

A  bill  "  for  farther  continuing  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  to  empower  the  Governor  and  Council  to  lay  an  embargo 
for  a  limited  time,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill  "  for  farther  continuing  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  to  amend  an  act,  for  preventing  forestalling,  regrating, 
engrossing  and  public  vendues,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill  "  for  farther  continuing  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  to  make  provision  for  the  sup- 
port and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill  "for  continuing  an  act,  to  exempt  artificers  employed  at  iron  works  from  militia  duty,"  was  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  enable  the  Governor  and  Council  to  supply  the  armies  and  navies  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  their  Allies,  with  grain  and  flour,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and  also  on  the  hill  "for  regulating  the  department  of  the  War  Ofiice,"  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  June  20,  1781. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "preventing  a  discontinuance  of  the  General  Court,  and  suspending  the  proceedings  of  cer- 
tain courts  in  particular  cases,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  preventing  a  discontinuance  of  the  General  Court, 
and  suspending  the  proceedings  of  certain  courts  in  particular  cases." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lomax  do  carry  tlic  liill  to  tlie  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  farther  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  empower  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  lay 
an  embargo  for  a  limited  time,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  tiie  title  be,  "  an  act  for  farther  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  to 
empower  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  farther  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  revive  aud  amend  an  act,  to  make  provi- 
sion for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  tlic  title  be,  "  an  act  to  revive  and  amend  'an  act,  to  make  provision 
for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds." 

#         Ordered,   That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
An  engrossed  bill,  "for  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  exempt  artificers  employed  at  iron  works  from 
IJ^nilitia  duty,"  was  read  the  third  time. 
'        Resolved,   That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  for  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  exempt 
artificers  employed  at  iron  works  from  militia  duly." 

Ordered,,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  tlie  bill  to  the  SenatCT  and  desire  their  concurrence. 


25 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  farther  continuing  aii  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  an  act  for  preventing  forestalling, 
legrating,  engrossing  and  public  vendues,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  titie  be,  "an  act  for  farther  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  for 
preventing  forestalling,  regrating,  engrossing  and  public  vendues." 

Ordered,   That  iUr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  to  enable  the  Governor  and  Council  to  supply  the  armies 
and  navies  of  the  United  States,  and  of  their  Allies,  with  grain  and  flour;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  enable  the 
Governor  and  Council  to  supply  tiie  armies  and  navies  of  the  United  States,  and  of  their  Allies,  with  grain  and  flour." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

i\Ir.  Moore  presented,  accordmg  to  order,  a  bill  "for  calling  upon  the  delinquent  counties  in  this  State  who  have 
not  furnished  their  respective  quotas  of  men  under  any  law  since  the  year  1775,  and  for  punishing  such  officers  as 
■were  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  tbe  said  laws  and  have  abused  that  trust ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "  for  the  relief  certain  persons  now  resident  on  the  western  frontier ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles  of  claim- 
ers  to  unpatented  lands  under  the  present  and  former  government,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Common- 
wealth's Land  Office;"  and  that  Mr.  Tyler  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  billr 
"  for  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  government ;"  and  after  some  time  spent 
tlierein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Lomax  reported,  that  die  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again 
had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Tyler  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act  for  settling  and  adjusting  the  titles  of  claimers 
to  unpatented  lands  under  the  present  and  former  government,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth'.*! 
Land  Office;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  "for  calling  upon  the  delinquent  counties  in  this  State  who  have 
not  furnished  their  respective  quotas  of  men  under  any  law  since  the  year  1775,  and  for  punishing  such  officers  as 
were  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  said  laws  and  have  abused  that  trust ;"  be  put  off  until  the  second  day  of  the 
next  session  of  Assembly. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  Jt 
"for  regulating  the  department  of  the  War  Office;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the    • 
chair,  and  Mr.  Tyler  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bird  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Pride  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  examined  several  enrolled  bills  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pride  do  carry  the  said  enrolled  bills  to  the  Senate  for  their  inspection. 

Mr.  Henry  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  establish  Courts  of  Claims;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  enable  the  treasurer 'to  emit  a  farther  sum  of  money;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tyler  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  conside- 
ration and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engi-ossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act  for  adjusting  and  setding  die  titles  of  claimers  to  unpatented  lands  under  the  present 
and  former  government,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Commonweath's  Land  Office,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  making  the  money  emitted  at  this  session  of  Assembly  a    , 
legal  tender,  and  for  punishing  the  counterfeiters  of  the  same ;"  and  that  Mr.  Henry  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  bill,  "to  establish  Courts  of  Claims;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  tlic  third 
time. 

Mr.  Henry  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  making  the  money  emitted  at  this  session  of  Assembly  a 
legal  tender,  and  for  punishing  the  counterfeiters  of  the  same ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time. 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 
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Mr.  SPKAK.KK, — The  Seuate  iiave  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act  for  regulating  and  disciplming  the  mili- 
tia, and  for  other  purposes;"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then 
he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to  and 
Qthers  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  bill,  "for  making  the  money  emitted  at  this  session  of  Assembly  a  legal  tender,  and  for  punishing  the  coun- 
terfeiters of  the  same ;"  Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House 
immediately. 

The  House  accordingly,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  said  bill;  and  al'ter  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mi'.  Tyler  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he 
read  in  his  place  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also  on  the  address  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  and  on  the  bill  "  for  enlisting  soldiers  to 
serve  in  the  continental  array,"  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  June  21,  1781. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  regulate  the  department  of  the  War  Office ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  regulate  the  department  of  the  War  Office." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  making  the  money  emitted  at  this  session  of  Assembly  a  legal  tender,  and  for  punishing 
the  counterfeiters  of  the  same ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  making  the  money  emitted  at  this  session  of 
Assembly  a  legal  tender." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Fitzhugh: 
[  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  preventing  a  discontinuance  of  the  General  Court,  and 

suspending  the  proceedings  of  certain  courts  in  particular  cases;"  "for  farther  continuing  an  act,  to  empower  the 
Governor  and  Council  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time;"  "  ibr  farther  continuing  'an  act,  to  revive  and  amend 
*  an  act,  to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds;"  "for 
continuing  '  an  act,  to  exempt  artificers  employed  at  iron  works  from  mdilia  dutj  ;"  "  for  farther  continuing  '  an  act, 
to  amend  '  an  act,  for  preventing  forestalling,  regrating,  engrossing,  and  public  vendues;"  and  to  revive  "  an  act,  to 
enable  the  Governor  and  Council  to  supply  the  armies  and  navies  of  the  United  States,  and  of  their  Allies,  with  grain 
and  flour."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  empower  the  treasurer  to  emit  a  further  sum  of  money;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  empower  the  treasurer  to  emit  a  furrher  sum 
of  money." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  ^ 

An  engrossed  bill,  "/or  the  relief  of  certain  persons  now  resident  on  the  western  frontiers ;"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  now  resident  oh 
the  western  frontiers." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  tlieir  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  government;*'  wae 
read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  the 
salaries  of  the  officers  of  government." 

Mr.  Tyler  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  conimittpc  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration,  the  representation  from  the  commissioners  of  the  escheated  property  in  the  county  of  Prince 
William,  concerning  the  estate  late  the  property  of  Robert  Bristow,  a  British  siibji'i't,  to  them  referred ;  and  had 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  road  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  ia  at  the  clerk's  table^ 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 


27 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioneis  fao  directed  not  to  confirm  the  saleS  of  the  said  estate,  unless  they  are 
bound  by  law  so  to  do. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  do  receive  on  account  any  money  which  may  be  offered  him  by  Henry  Peyton, 
late  sherifl'of  Prince  William  county,  so  that  if  the  said  sales  be  confirijied,  he  may  be  saved  harmless  from  all  pen- 
alties for  the  non-payment  thereot',  and  if  not,  tliat  the  value  thereof  may  be  returned,  according  to  the  present  state 
of  depreciation,  to  the  purchasers. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  do  in  the  mean  time  receive  the  profits  of  the  said  estate,  and  account  an~ 
nually  therefor  at  the  treasury  office,  the  accounts  of  the  said  profits  being  first  audited. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  petition  of  Sanmel  Kirkpatrick,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  received  certain 
wounds  at  the  battle  of  Guilford,  which  have  disabled  him  in  both  hands;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Andrew  Moore,  Henry  and  Smith;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Lyman  Hall,  and  others,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and 
read  ;  setting  forth,  tliat  the  term  for  which  they  were  by  law  exempted  from  payment  of  taxes  as  exiled  citizens  from 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  is  expii-ed;  and  praying  a  farther  extension  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Smith  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  giving  farther  time  to  delinquent  counties  to  pay  theii 
specific  tax,  was  committed ;  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration, 
and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in 
at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  two  others  addressed  to  the  Executive,^ 
on  the  subject  of  the  expedition  against  Detroit ;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  ^ 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions :  Jt 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  be  desired  to  call  to  an  account,  every  ofiicer,  agent,  commissary,  quartermaster 
and  contractor,  or  other  persons  concerned  in  the  disbursement  of  public  monies,  who  have  been  or  are  in  service  in 
the  western  country,  belonging  to  this  State,  for  all  their  proceedings,  and  to  appoint  others  to  manage  the  business, 
if  necessary,  in  the  mean  time.  m 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  be  desired,  if  they  shall  think  it  expedient,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  expedition  lately^ 
ordered  against  Detroit,  and  to  take  all  necessary  steps  for  disposing  of,  or  applying  to  other  uses,  the  stores  and 
provisions  laid  in  for  that  purpose. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  HousA| 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  widi  advice  of  the  Council,  be  desired  to  take  such  steps,  either  by  ofiering  a  par- 
don or  otherwise,  for  effectually  suppressing  certain  insurgents  and  their  associates  in  the  western  and  northwestern 
frontiers,  as  to  the  Governor  and  Council  shall  seem  most  eligible  and  conducive  to  the  public  good. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  the  Council,  be  desired  to  make  to  James  Rice,  such  satisfaction 
ibr  the  loss  of  his  wagon  and  team  and  other  property  said  to  be  lost  in  the  public  service,  as  to  them  shall  seem 
just  and  proper. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House.' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  follovvi-ig  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  tvith  tlie  advice  of  Council,  be  desired  to  take  such  measures  for  the  reforming 
Clark's  and  Crockett's  regiments,  and  Slaughter's  corps,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary. 

And  the  said  resoluuon  being  reaJ  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  writs  issue  for  tlie  election  of  delegates  to  serve  in  this  present  General  Assembly  for  the  county 
of  Isle  of  Wight,  in  the  room  of  Sa,,iuel  Hardy,  Esq.  appointed  a  member  of  the  Privy  Councilor  Council  of  State; 
and  for  the  county  of  York,  in  the  roam  of  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  Ssq.  elected  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth.        ^ 

The  House,  according  to  the  oidci  of  the  day,  resohed  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Hi!it;e^  on  the  bill^ 
"  for  enlisting  soldiers  to  serve  in  the  continental  army;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Lomax  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  considera- 
tion, and  had  gone  througii  the  same,  and  made  several  araendnioiits  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  t  •  ice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. « 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  (if  the  county  of  Fayede,  who^f  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  that  the  town  of  Lexington,  in  the  said  county,  may  be  established  a  town,  by  act  of 
Assembly,  , 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  relerred  to  the  consideration  of  tlie  next  session  of  Assembly- 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
'•to  establish  Courts  of  Claims;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through 
the  same  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  lie  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  tiie  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  tiie  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  act  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles  of  claimers  to  unpatented  lands  under  the  present  and  former 
government,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth's  Land  Office ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Page  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  lie  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice,  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  enlisting  soldiers  to  serve  in  the  continental  army,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks 
therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  for  enlisting  soldiers  to  serve  in  the  continental 

army-" 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lomax  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  enrolled  bills,  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  they  are 
^-igned  by  their  Speaker;  they  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  making  remittances  to  the  delegates  of  this  State  in 

X  Congress ;  also,  to  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  now  resident  on  the  western  frontiers ;"  and  they  do  insist 
on  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  mi- 
litia."    And  then  he  withdrev/. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  read,  and  amendments  proposed  to 
be  made  thereto, 

r  Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendment,  and  doth  agree  thereto 
with  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith.  ' 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Christian : 
glf       Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  liave  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  to  pay  James  Rice  for  certain  lossess  in  the  pub- 
Mic  service ;  to  call  to  account  certain  officers  and  others  in  the  western  country;  to  empower  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil to  stop  the  expedition  against  Detroit,  if  reasonable ;  to  reform  Clark's  and  Crockett's  regiments,  and  Slaughter's 
•rorps;  and  to  pardon  certain  insurgents.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  establish  Courts  of  Claims,"  was  read  the  third  time. 
Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  to  establish  Courts  of  Claims."' 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  giving  farther  time  to  delinquent  counties  to  pay  their  specific  tax,"  was  read  the  third  time. 
Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  giving  farther  time  to  delinquent  counties  to  pay 
their  specific  tax." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Smith  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Kirkpatrick,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  under  tiieir  consideration,  the  said  petition,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  petition  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  said  petitioner 
ought  to  receive  one  thousand  pounds  for  his  present  relief,  and  fifteen  pounds  per  year  in  specie,  or  the  value  tiiereof 
in  paper  money,  during  his  life. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  <'arry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Mathews: 

X'  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  empower  the  treasurer  to  emit  a  further  sum  of  money;" 
lilso,  to  the  bill,  "  for  making  provision  lor  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  government,"  with  an  amend- 
ment, to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  ttio  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  disagreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  Mr-  Tyler  do  ac(|Mairit  the  Senate  therewith. 
m         The  orders  of  the  day,  for  (he  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commomvealth,  and  on  the  achlress  <o  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  being  read; 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"till  to-morrow. 
And  then  th*  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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FRIDAY,  June  22,   1731.     - 

A  iiipsjage  tVom  ilic  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison  : 

Mu.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  insist  on  their  amendment  disagreed  toby  tiiis  House,  tn  the  bill  "lor  makinp; 
provision  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  oflicers  of  government."     And  thqn  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  read, 

Resolved,   That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their  disagreement  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lomax  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles  of  claimers  to  unpatented  lauds  un- 
der the  present  and  former  government,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth's  Land  Office;"  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  to  amend  the  act,  'for  adjusting  and  settling  the 
titles  of  claimers  to  unpatented  lands  under  the  present  and  former  government,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Commonwealth's  Land  Office." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "directing  the  mode  of  valuing  provisions  impressed  for  the  use 
of  the  army ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  and  Cabell  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Lomax  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  inspected  several  others,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lomax  do  carry  the  bills  to  the  Senate  for  their  inspection. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "directing  the  mode  of  valuing  provisions  impressed  for  the 
use  of  the  army;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  George  Mathews,  Esq.  late  Colonel  of  the  ninth  Virginia  re- 
giment, containing  a  representation  of  sundry  matters  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  officers  of  the  said  regiment;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  first  and  third  resolutions  of  this  House,  respecting  the  sale  oi§^ 
the  lands  late  the  property  of  Robert  Bristow ;  they  do  recede  from  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  tojf 
the  bill,  "for  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  government;"  also,  they  do  disagre^ 
to  the  amendments  of  this  House  to  their  amendment  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  regulating  and  disciplining 
the  militia;"  and  do  adhere  to  their  said  amendment;  and  they  have  passed  the  bill,  "for  regulating  the  department 
of  the  War  Office,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  tliey  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he 
withdrew. 

The  amendments  to  the  amendment  to  tlie  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'fo."  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia," 
being  read. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  therefrom,  and  do  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  without  anyj| 
amendment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  regulating  the  department  otM 
the  War  Office ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  ^ 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

It  appearing  that  this  State  hath  incurred  great  loss  from  the  destruction  of  the  public  stores  at  the  Point  of 
Fork,  on  James  River,  by  a  small  party  of  the  enemy;  and  also  from  the  shameful  plundering  the  said  stores  by  some 
of  the  adjacent  inhabitants,  and  others:  which  loss,  it  is  suggested,  might  have  been  prevented  by  the  appointment  of 
a  small  guard  for  their  protection. 

Resolved,  That  the  Honorable  Major  General  Marquis  La  Fayette  be  requested  to  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  conduct  of  all  persons  under  his  command,  who  may  be  supposed,  either  by  neglect  or  otherwise,  to  have 
been  instrumental  in  the  loss  of  the  said  stores. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  directing  the  mode  of  valuing  provisions  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  array,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  immediately. 

The  House,  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  bill ;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tyler  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House.  ^k 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time.  ^A 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  empowered  to  appoint  a  secretary,  who  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rale  of  thirty 
thousand  pounds  of  tobacco  per  annum,  to  be  discharged  in  the  same  manner  as  the  salaries  of  the  other  officers  oCft 
government  are  or  shall  be  discharged.  * 

8 


30 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  ibeieupon,  agreed  to  by  tiie  House. 

Ordered    That  Mr.  Tavlor  of  Caroline,  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

The  inspection  at  Cave's  warehouse,  in  the  county  of  Stafi'ord,  being  discontinued  by  law,  and  there  being  no 
person  to  attend  to  the  safe  keeping  of  the  tobacco  in  the  said  warehouse,  whereby  much  of  it  has  already  been  great- 
ly injured,  and  it  is  feared  that  the  remainder  may  be  lost,  unless  proper  measures  are  adopted  to  secure  it; 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  money  tax,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  be  directed  to  make  sale  of  all 
tobacco  at  Cave's  warehouse,  and  proceed  therein  in  like  manner  as  inspectors  are  by  the  inspection  law,  directed  to 

proceed. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered    That  Mr.  Garrard  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Resolved,  That  the  following  allowances  be  made  to  the  oflicers  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

To  Mr.  John  Beckley,  clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
To  Mr.  William  Drew,  clerk  of  the  Senate,  ... 

To  Mr.  Freeman  Eppes,  seijeant  at  arms  to  tl»ie  House  of  Delegates,  for  one  week's  at- 
tendance, -  -  "  .  .  - 
To  Mr.  William  Pierce,  Serjeant  at  arms  to  the  Senate,               -             - 
To  Mr.  Adam  Craig,  clerk  to  two  committees  to  the  House  of  Delegates, 
To  John  Creagh,  William  Drinkard  and  William  Hicks,  door-keepers  to  the  House  of 
De/egates,  each                       -                     -                     -                     "  " 
To  Thomas  Paul  and  William  Hicks,  door-keepers  to  the  Senate,  each 
And  that  the  said  specie  be  discharged  at  the  same  difference  of  exchange,  as  is  by  law  allowed  for  the  payment 
of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  government. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  ad- 
•» dress  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and 
^  Mr.  Tyler  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  address  under  their  consideration,  and 
^gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

The  said  address  was  then  again  read ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  address  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
An  engrossed  bill,  "  directing  the  mode  of  valuing  provisions  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  army,"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass:  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  directing  the  mode  of  valuing  provisions  im- 
pressed for  the  use  of  the  army." 
II  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  order  qf  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read ; 
^         Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 
!•         And  then  the  House  adjourned  erl  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 
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Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  fix  the  value  of  pro- 
visions impressed  for  the  use  of  the  army;"  and  that  Messrs.  Cabell  and  Southall,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

It  appearing  to  the  General  Assembly,  that  Col.  William  Fleming,  being  the  only  acting  member  of  Council 
for  some  time  before  the  appointment  of  a  Chief  Magistrate,  did  give  orders  for  the  calling  out  the  militia,  and  also, 
pursued  such  other  measures  as  were  essential  to  good  government ;  and  it  is  just  and  reasonable  that  he  should  be 
indemnified  therein ; 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  William  Fleming,  Esq.  be  indemnified  for  his  conduct  as  before  mentioned, 
and  the  Assembly  do  approve  of  the  same. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Alathews: 

f         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  respecting  the  destruction  of  the  public  stores  at  the 

Point  of  Fork;  that  tlie  Governor  be  empowered  to  appoint  a  secretary;  tliat  the  tobacco  at  Cave's  warehouse,  in 

the  county  of  Stafford,  be  sold ;  and  for  paying  certain  sums  of  money  to  Samuel  Kirkpatrick,  a  wounded  soldier ; 

'  also,  they  liave  agreed  to  tiie  bill  "  for  giving  farther  time  to  delinquent  counties  to  pay  their  specific  tax;"  and  also 

'  to  the  bill  "for  enlisting  soldiers  to  serve  in  the  continental  army;"  also,  to  the  bill  "for  making  the  money  emitted 
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hy  this  session  of  Assembly  a  legal  tender,  and  for  punishing  the  counierfoiters  of  the  same,"  with  several  amendments 
to  which    they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  also,  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  adjusting  and  settling 
the  titles  of  claimers  to  unpatented  lands  under  the  present  and  former  government,  previous  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Commonwealth's  Land  Office,"  with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House, 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Cabell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  fix  the  value  of  pro- 
visions impressed  for  the  use  of  the  army;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read,  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  making  the  money  emitted  at 
this  session  of  Assembly  a  legal  tender,  and  for  punishing  the  counterfeiters  of  the  same;"  and  the  same  being  read^ 
were  agreed  to.  Jf 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  adjusting 
and  settling  the  ti'les  of  claimers  to  unpatented  lands  under  the  present  and  former  government,  previous  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Conmionweahh's  Land  Office;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Tyler  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  bill  "  to  empower  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  fix  the  value  of  provisions  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  army," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  John  Dodge,  representing  certain  abuses  and  impositions  com- 
mitted by  the  officers  in  the  Illinois  and  western  department ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Executive. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  when  the  General  Assembly  do  adjourn,  they  adjourn  to  the  town  of  Richmond,  there  to  meet 
on  the  first  Monday  in  October  next. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Governor  with  the  advice  of  Gouncil 
shall  make  it  improper  to  hold  the  Assembly  in  the  said  town,  that  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  aforesaid,  be  desired 
to  appoint  the  meeting  of  the  said  Assembly  at  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  in  the  county  of  Spottsylvania,  or  at  the 
borough  of  Winchester,  in  the  county  of  Frederick ;  or  at  such  other  place  as  they  shall  deem  expedient. 

And  die  said  resolutions  being  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ae:reed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Zane  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  empower  the  Governor  and  Council  to  fix  the  value  of  provisions  impressed  for  the  use 
of  the  army,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  to  empower  the  Governor  and  Council  to  fix  the 
value  of  provisions  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  army." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cabell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Mathews : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  adhere  to  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend 
the  act,  'for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles  of  claimers  to  unpatented  lands  under  the  present  and  former  govern- 
ment, previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth's  Land  Office."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  said  amendment  being  again  read,  ^« 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagreement  thereto.  —9^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  re>olutions  respecting  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assera-f^ 
bly ;  also,  to  the  bill  "  to  empower  the  Governor  and  Council  to  fix  the  value  of  provisions  impressed  for  the  use  of  • 
the  army,"  with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew.^. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  M 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cabell  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Mathews: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  address  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  with  several 
amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Lomax  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  die  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had,  ac-      * 
cording  to  order,  inspected  several  others  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lomax  do  carry  the  said  enrolled  bills  to  the  Senate  for  their  inspection. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Mathews : 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  indemnifying  William  Fleming,  Esq.  a  membei*^ 
of  the  Privy  Council,  for  certain  acts  therein  mentioned ;  also,  to  the  resolution  for  making  certain  allowances  to  th^* 
officers  of  the  General  Assembly,  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And 
then  he  withdrew.  ^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  l^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Fitzhugh  : 
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Mb.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  inspected  several  other  enrolled  bills  and  find  them  to  be  trnly  enrolled,  and 
diey  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills: 

"An  act,  to  amend  an  act  'for  raising  two  legions  for  the  detence  of  this  State.'' 

"  An  act.  to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and 
jIso  on  all  prizes." 

"An  act,  for  calhng  in  and  exchanging  this  State's  quota  of  continental  money." 

"  An  act,  to  empower  the  sherifl's  to  hold  elections  in  certain  cases  at  otlier  places  than  those  appointed  by  law." 

"  An  act,  for  estabhshing  martial  law  within  twenty  miles  of  the  American  army,  or  the  enemy's  camp." 

"  An  act,  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  now  resident  on  the  western  frontiers." 
jt       "An  act,  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  enable  tlie  Governor  and  Council  to  supply  the  armies  and  navies 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  their  Allies,  with  grain  and  flour." 

"  An  act,  for  farther  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  revive  and  amend  an  act  to  make  provision  for  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics  and  persons  of  unsound  minds." 

"  An  act,  for  farther  continuing  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  to  exempt  artificers  employed  at  iron  works  from  militia 

"An  act,  for  farther  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  amend  an  act  'to  prevent  forestalling,  regrating,  en- 
grossing and  public  vendues." 

"  An  act,  for  farther  continuing  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  to  empower  the  Governor  and  Council  to  lay  an  embarge 
for  a  limited  time." 

"  An  act,  for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  for  punishing  those  who  shall  oppose  the 
execution  of  laws." 

"  An  act,  to  empower  the  treasurer  to  emit  a  further  sum  of  money." 

"  An  act,  for  making  the  money  emitted  at  this  session  of  Assembly  a  legal  tender,  and  for  punishing  the  coun- 
terfeiters of  the  same." 

"  An  act,  to  prevent  the  discontinuance  of  the  General  Court,  and  suspending  the  proceedings  of  certain  courts 
in  particular  cases." 

"  An  act,  to  amend  the  act  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  other  purposes." 

"  An  act,  for  giving  farther  time  to  delinquent  counties  to  pay  their  specific  tax." 

"  An  act,  for  enlisting  soldiers  to  serve  in  the  continental  army." 

"  An  act,  to  regulate  the  department  of  the  War  Office." 

"  An  act,  to  amend  the  act  'for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles  of  claimers  to  unpatented  lands  under  the  preseni 
and  former  government,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth's  Land  Office." 

"An  act,  concerning  the  adjournment  of  the  Supreme  Courts." 

''  An  act,  to  empower  the  Governor  and  Council  to  fix  the  value  of  provisions  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  army." 

"  An  act,  for  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  government." 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  the  first  Monday  in  October  next. 
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GENERAL  ASSEMBLY, 

BEGUJV  and,  held  at  the  toivn  of  Richmond,  in  the  county  of  Henrico,  on  Monday,  the  first  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  in  the  buildings  pro- 
vided by  the  Public  Directors,  pursuant  to  the  Act  ^'for  the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Qovernment." 


MONDAY,  October  1,  1781. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment. 

Rut  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  October  2,  1781. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment. 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  October  3,  1781. 

The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment. 

Several  other  members,  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business; 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  adjourned  until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next.  . 


MONDAY,  November  5,  1781. 


This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly;  the  members  that  appeared,  repaired  to 
their  seats  in  the  House  of  Delegates. 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 
Tlie  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


4 

TUESDAY,  November  6,  1181. 

The  House  m«t  according  to  their  adjournment. 

Several  other  members,  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morroH',  12  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  7,  1781. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment. 

Several  other  members,  having  taken  the  oatlis  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  ia  the  House. 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-raoifow,  12  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  November  8,   1781. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted;  and  the 
names  of  those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in 
the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  James  Marks  and  Isaac  Davis, 
members  for  the  county  of  Albemarle;  William  Cabell,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Amherst;  Zachariah  Johnson 
and  James  Steele,  members  for  the  county  of  Augusta;  John  Talbot,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Bedford;  Adam 
Stephen  and  Moses  Hunter,  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  John  Breckenridge,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Botetourt;  Charles  Patteson,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Buckingham;  John  Taylor,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Caroline;  John  Tyler,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Charles  City;  John  Banister  and  Robert  Boiling,  members  for 
the  county  of  Dinwiddle;  Meriwether  Smith,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Essex;  Daniel  Dulaney,  a  member  for  the 
county  of  Fairfax;  Francis  Triplett  and  William  Pickett,  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier;  John  Ware,  a  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  Fluvanna;  Joseph  Holmes,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Frederick;  John  Page  and  Thomas 
Smith,  members  for  the  county  of  Gloucester;  Archer  Mathews  and  George  Clendinnen,  members  for  the  county  of 
Greenbrier;  John  Turner,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Greenesville ;  Patrick  Henry,  a  member  for  ihe  county  of 
Henry;  Joseph  Preutis  and  Champion  Travis,  members  for  the  county  of  James  City;  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight;  Isaac  Cocks,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Jefferson;  Carter  Braxton,  a  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  King  William;  Jolui  Alexander,  a  jnember  for  tiie  county  of  Loudoun;  Samuel  Goode,  a  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg;  James  Montague  and  Thomas  Moore,  members  for  the  county  of  Middlesex; 
Robert  Sayers,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  Lyddall  Bacon  and  Armistead  Russell,  members  for  the 
c»unty  of  New  Kent;  John  Bowdoin,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Northampton;  John  Gordon,  a  member  for  the 
county  of  Northumberland;  William  Ronald,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Powhatan;  John  Hooe,  a  member  for  the 
county  of  Prince  William;  Charles  Campbell  and  Andrew  Moore,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge;  Benjamin 
Harrison  and  Robert  Cravens,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham;  Edwin  Young,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Shenandoah;  John  Rogers,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Southampton;  Beverley  Winslow,  a  member  for  the  county 
of  Spotlsylvania;  William  Hart,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Surry;  Gray  Judkins,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Sus- 
sex- Edward  Harwood,  and  Cole  Digges,  members  for  the  county  of  Warwick;  James  Innes  and  Samuel  Irwin,  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Yohogania;  William  Reynolds,  a  member  for  the  county  of  York;  and  James  Innes,  a  member 
for  the  city  of  Williamsburg. 

On  a  motion  made.  Ordered,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  be  authorised  and  empowered  to 
flend  special  messengers  to  lake  into  custody,  wherever  to  be  found,  the  bodies  of  the  foregoing  members;  and  Mr. 
Speaker  is  desired  to  issue  his  warrants  accordingly. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  nunTber  to  proceed  to  other  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  9,  1781. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment. 
On  a  motion  made, 


Ordered,  That  (he  seijeant  at  arms  attending  tliis  House,  do  apply  to  the  quartermaster  general  of  the  Slate  lor 
as  many  express  riders  and  liorses,  as  may  be  necessary  to  send  for  and  take  into  custody  the  delinquent  members, 
agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday;  and  the  said  quartermaster  general  is  hereby  required  to  furnish  the  same. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Tyler,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Charles  City;  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Smith,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Gloucester;  Mr.  Samuel  Goode,  one  of  the  members  for  the  country 
of  Mecklenburg;  and  Mr.  Robert  Sayers,  one  of  tiie  members  for  the  county  of  Montgomery,  attended  in  custody  of 
the  Serjeant  at  arms, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Tyler,  Thomas  Smith,  Samuel  Goode  and  Robert  Sayers,  be-  admitted  to  thell' 
seats,  on  paying  fees. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  Monday,  12  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  November  12,  1781. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  William  Cabell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Amherst,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over 
on  Thursday  last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Cabell  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  William  Campbell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Montgomery; 
Mr.  Andrew  Moore,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge ;  and  Mr.  William  Ronald,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Powhatan,  attended  in  custody  of  the  seijeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Campbell,  Andrew  Moore,  and  William  Ronald,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on 
paying  fees. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business. 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  13,  1781. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Messrs.  Zachariah  Johnson  and  James  Steele,  members  for  the  county  of  Au- 
gusta, attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the 
House  'was  called  over  on  Thursday  last ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Zachariah  Johnson  and  James  Steele  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lyddall  Bacon,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Ne^ 
Kent,  containing  the  reasons  for  his  non-attendance,  which  was  read. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lyddall  Bacon,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  New  Kent;  be  discharged  out  of  the 
I'ustody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms,  without  paying  fees. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business. 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  14,  1781. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Robert  Boiling,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddle;  and  Mr, 
Armistead  Russell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  New  Kent,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Robert  Boiling  aid  Armistead  Russell,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Breckenridge,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Botetourt;  and 
Mr.  John  Rogers,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Southampton,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms, 
and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  ai  .ence,  when  the  House,  was  called  over  on  Thursday  last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Breckenridge  ,.nd  John  Rogers,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  wiihout  paying  fees. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  busioess, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 
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THURSDAY,  November  15,    1781. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Francis  Tripktt,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence,  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Thursday  last ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Francis  Triplett  be  admitted  to  his  seat^  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  William  Pickett,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier;  and  Mr. 
William  Hart,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Surry,  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Pickett  and  William  Hart,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Mayo  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Thursday  next. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  16,  1781. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Meriwether  Smith,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Essex;  and  Mr. 
John  Hooe,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  William,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms;  and 
that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence,  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Thursday  the  8th  instant; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Meriwether  Smith  and  John  Hooe,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Bowdoin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Bowdoin  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business. 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  November  17,  1781. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  Monday,  12  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  November  19,   1781. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Moses  Hunter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  seijeant  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Moses  Hunter  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Joseph  Holmes,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Frederick;  Mr.  Cham- 
pion Travis,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  James  City;  and  Mr.  John  Talbot,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Bedford,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ;  and  tliat  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence 
when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Thursday  the  8th  instant; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Joseph  Holmes,  Champion  Travis,  and  John  Talbot,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without 
paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Beckley,  be  appointed  clerk  to  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Freeman  I^ppes,  be  appointed  serjeant  at  arms  to  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  John  Creagli,  William  Drinkard,  Daniel  Hicks,  and  William  Hicks,  be  appointed  door-keepers 
to  this  House;  and  that  they  give  their  attendance  accordingly. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  a  writ  issue  for  the  election  of  delegates,  to  serve  in  General  Assembly,  for  the  county  of  Eliza- 
beth City,  until  the  first  Monday  in  May  next;  no  election  having  been  held  in  that  county  on  the  day  appointed  by 
law,  for  want  of  a  sheriff. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  Houso  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions: 

Information  having  been  given  to  the  House,  by  a  member  in  his  place,  that  John  Hopkins,  one  of  the  clerks  of 
the  treasury,  has  made  use  of  most  uniustiliablo  means  to  get  possession  of  certain  certificates  on  the  auditors,  intend- 
ing titereby,  to  defraud  both  the  country  and  individuals; 

Resolved,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  be  directed  to  take  the  said  Hopkins  instantly  into  his  custody;  and  that  he 
also  seize  on  all  his  papers. 


Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  information :  that  they 
have  power  to  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  confine  any  persons  they  shall  think 
proper. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Page,  Tyler,  Ronald,  Stith,  Talbot  and  Southall,  be  a  committee  agreeable  to 
the  second  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  for  Religion  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Cabell,  Mayo,  Zachariah  Johnson,  Southall,  Eppes,  Wilkinson,  An- 
drew Moore,  Garrard,  Tyler,  Page,  Steele,  Bird,  Breckenridge,  Nathaniel  Harrison,  Rogers,  George  Watkins, 
Ccleman  and  Talbot;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  under  their  consideration  all 
matters  and  things  relating  to  religion  and  morality,  and  all  such  as  shall  be  from  time  to  time  referred  to  them,  and 
report  their  proceedings  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to 
send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Tjler,  Strother,  Page,  Nicholas,  Cabell,  Lomax,  Lee,  Woodson, 
Francis  Peyton,  Syme,  Mayo,  Morgan,  Samuel  Goode,  William  Moore,  and  Carter,  and  they  are  to  meet  and  ad- 
journ from  day  to  day,  and  to  examine  in  the  first  place,  all  returns  of  writs  for  electing  delegates  to  serve  in  this 
present  General  Assembly,  and  compare  the  same  with  the  form  prescribed  by  law,  and  to  take  into  their  considera- 
tion all  such  matters  as  shall  or  may  come  in  question,  touching  returns,  elections,  and  privileges;  and  to  report 
their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for 
persons,  papers,  and  records  for  their  information. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  of  controverted  elections,  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  or  before  the  com- 
mittee of  Privileges  and  Elections;  the  petitioners  do  by  themselves  or  their  agents,  within  a  convenient  time,  to  be 
appointed  either  by  the  House  or  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  as  the  matter  to  be  heard  shall  be  before 
the  House,  or  the  said  committee,  deliver  to  the  sitting  members  or  their  agents,  lists  of  the  persons  intended  by  the 
petitioners  to  be  objected  to,  who  voted  for  the  sitting  members;  giving  in  the  said  lists,  the  several  heads  of  objection, 
and  distinguishing  the  same  against  the  names  of  the  voters  excepted  to;  and  that  the  sitting  members  do  by  them- 
selves or  their  agents,  within  the  same  time,  deliver  the  lists  on  their  parts  to  the  petitioners  or  their  agents. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Page,  Nicholas,  Tyler,  Lomax,  Strother,  Nathaniel  Harrison,  M^- 
-riwether  Smith,  Peyton,  Joel  Watkins,  John  Watkins,  Zachariah  Johnson,  Wilkinson,  Ronald,  Sampson,  Rogers, 
Langford,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Southall,  Carter,  Triplett,  Thomas  Smith,  Rucker,  Clarke,  Stith,  Bell,  Samuel  Goode, 
Eppes,  Brockenbrough,  Wilkins,  Turner,  Bates,  George  Watkins,  Saunders,  Samuel  Richardson,  Coleman,  Francis 
Goode,  Kendall,  Powell,  Walker,  Hobson,  Campbell,  Godwin,  Hull,  William  Moore,  Scott,  Williams,  Flournoy,  An- 
drew Moore,  Bird,  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Baker,  Kee,  Hart,  Boiling,  Rogers,  Boone,  Bowdoin,  Hooe,  Holmes, 
Travis,  Sayres,  Talbot  and  Hutiter;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into  their  consi- 
deration all  propositions  and  grievances  that  shall  or  may  come  legally  certified  to  this  Assembly,  and  to  report  their 
proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and  all  such  propositions  and  grievances  are  to  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  clerk  of  the  House,  and  by  him  to  the  said  committee  of  course;  and  the  said  committee  arc  to  have  pow- 
er to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Courts  of  Justice,  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Baker,  Tyler,  Loinax,  Francis  Peyton,  Mayo,  Field,  Joel 
Watkins,  Stith,  Kendall  and  Tnylor  of  Southampton;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  take 
into  their  consideration  all  matters  relating  to  Courts  of  Justice,  and  such  other  matters  as  shall  from  time  to  time,  be 
referred  to  them,  and  report  their  proceedings  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and  the  said  committee 
are  to  inspect  the  Journals  of  the  last  session,  and  draw  up  a  state  of  the  matters  then  depending  and  undetermined, 
and  the  progress  that  was  made  therein,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and  also, 
examine  what  laws  have  expired  since  the  last  session,  and  inspect  such  temporary  laws  as  will  expire  with  the  end  of 
this  session,  or  are  near  expiring;  and  report  the  same  to  the  House,  with  their  opinions  which  of  them  are  fit  to  be 
revived  and  continued;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records  for  their  in- 
formation. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Trade,  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Lee,  Ronald,  Syme,  Boiling,  Cabell,  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Gar- 
rard, Baker,  Francis  Goode,  Southall,  Wilkinson,  Bell,  Meriwether  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Bowdoin,  Hooe,  Travis 
and  Hunter;'  and  they  arc  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into  their  consideration,  all  such  things 
relating  to  the  trade  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  all  matters  that  shall  be  from  time  to  time,  to  them  referred,  and  to 
report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon  to  the  House;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to 
send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  iufurmatlon. 

Ordered,  That  eleven  of  tlie  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  seven  of  the  committee  of  Privileges 
and  Elections;  and  five  of  any  other  committee,  be  a  sufiicient  number  to  make  a  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Adam  Craig,  be  appointed  clork  to  the  committees  finr  Religion,  Courts  of  Justice  and  Pub- 
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lie  Trade;  and  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton,  jun.  to  the  committees  oi'  Privileges  and  Elections  and  Propositions  and 
Grievances. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Isaac  Davi-,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Albe- 
marle, stating  his  acceptance  of  a  public  olilce,  which  disqualifies  him  as  a  raembt-r  of  this  House ;  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Privilenes  and  Elections. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Cyrus  Griftin,  Esij.  respecting  his  public  accounts  while  a  de- 
legate of  this  State  in  Congress ;  which  was  read,  and  together  with  the  said  accounts,  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
Messrs.  Ronald,  Strother,  Francis  Peyton,  Cabell  and  Zachariah  Johnson,  who  are  to  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  John  Blair,  Esq.  containing  the  resignation  of  his  appointment 
as  a  delegate  of  this  State  in  Congress;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  William  Fleming,  Esq.  a  member  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil or  Council  of  State,  containing  his  resignation  of  that  appointment ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House,  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  John  Walker,  Esq.  a  member  of  the  Pri- 
■Cy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  made  to  him  during  the  recess  of  Assemblj'. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resignation  be  accepted. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  (he  House,  a  letter  from  Leighton  Wood,  Esq.  Solicitor  General,  enclosing  a  state  of 
the  public  expenditures,  and  a  list  of  balances  due  to  the  public. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  enclosures  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  repeal  an  act,  for  further  continuing  an  act  '  to  empower 
the  Governor  and  Council  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time;"  and  that  Messrs.  Nicholas  and  Meriwether  Smith, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  '•  to  prevent  the  farther  impresses  of  horses  and  provisions;"  and 
that  Messrs.  Nicholas  and  Strother,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  letters,  papers  and  information  respecting  the  accounts  of  Meriwether  Smith,  Esq.  late  a  dele- 
gate of  this  State  in  Congress,  which  were  depending  and  undetermined  before  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  be  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  Cabell,  Southall,  Ronald,  Bowdoin,  Syme,  Francis  Peyton,  Strother  and  Nicholas ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  tiieir  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  20,   1781. 


The  Speaker  connnunicated  to  the  House,  a  letter  from  Edmund  Randolph,  Esq.  a  delegate  of  this  State  in 
Congress,  respecting  the  cession  of  lands  made  by  Virginia  to  the  United  States ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  House  being  informed,  that  Mr.  James  Markes,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Albemarle,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  James  Markes  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  information  respecting  John  Hopkins  was  referred,  that 
the  com.mittee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  information  under  their  consideration,  and  come  to  several  reso- 
lutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  Hopkins  ought  to  be  suspended  from  the  execution  of 
the  office  of  commissioner  of  the  continental  Loan  OHicc,  until  a  further  inquiry  can  be  made  into  his  conduct;  and 
that  the  treasurer  be  directed  not  to  permit  him  to  act  under  liim  until  that  inquiry  can  be  made. 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tiiat  the  said  Hopkins  ought  to  be  discharged  out  of  the  custody  of 
tlie  Serjeant  at  arms. 

A  memoriaJ  of  Mann  Page  and  Francis  Triplcil,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the 
memorialist  Francis  Triplett,  having  engaged,  by  consent  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  raise  a  company  of  horse 
for  public  service,  tiie  memorialists  jointly  coniracicd  wiili  a  workman  to  supply  the  said  company  with  caps,  engag- 
ing their  private  credit  to  see  him  paid  for  the  same;  that  the  said  caps  were  furnished  and  an  account  presented  against 
the  memorialists  to  pay  for  theiu;  and  pinying  that  the  public  may  pay  the  said  account. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Major  VVilliaui  ."I.isby;  setting  fortii,  tliat  in  l!ie  deli^al  of  General  Gates  at  Camden,  his 
horse,  saddle  and  bridle,  were  taken  by  the  enemy,  but  not  through  the  carelessness  or  default  of  the  petitioner;  and 
praying  that  compensation   may  be  made  him  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  pelition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  (lie  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

IMr.  Nicholas  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  '  for  farther  continuing  an 


act,  'to  empower  the  Governor  and  Council  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time;"  and  the  same  «as  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  were 
presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  greatly  aggrieved  by  an  act  of  Assembly,  for  opening  a 
road  from  their  courthouse  to  the  Warm  Springs  in  the  county  of  Augusta;  wliich  act  is  in  its  operation  unequal  and 
oppressive ;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  repealed  or  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  prevent  the  impressment  of  horses,  wagons,  carts,  provi- 
sions, grain  and  spirits;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  farther  continuing  all  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  empower  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time;"  was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Amherst,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the  militia  are  subjected  to  great  inconvenience  when  called  into  service 
for  the  want  of  tents  and  wagons;  which  they  conceive  might  be  removed  or  alleviated  if  the  county  was  laid  off  into 
districts  and  each  district  compelled  to  furnish  a  tent,  and  every  county  a  wagon ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass 
to  that  effect;  and  also  measures  be  taken  for  supplying  the  militia  with  arms  and  ammunition. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  21,  1781. 

The  House  being  informed,  that  Mr.  John  Alexander,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Thursday  the  8th  instant; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Alexander  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Caroline  ;  and  Mr.  John 
Banister,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddle,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Taylor  and  iJohn  Banister,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  em- 
power the  Governor  and  Council  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  further  con- 
tinuing, an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  empower  the  Governor  and  Council  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time." 

Ordered,  That  j\lr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  to  them  referred, 
praying  that  the  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  an  act,  to  empower  the  court  of  Greenbrier  county  to  have  a  wagon  road 
opened  from  their  courthouse  to  the  eastern  watel  s,"  may  be  repealed ;  and  had  come  to  seveval  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are 
as  followeth  : 

Res-olvRd,  that  it  is  (he  opinion  of  this  cotmnittee,  That  the  operation  of  the  said  act  ought  to  be  suspended  for  the 
term  of  two  years. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of 
(Jreenbrier,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tyler  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
iiad  under  their  consideration  the  letter  of  Mr.  Isaac  Davis,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  Isaac  Davis,  by  accepting  the  office  of  deputy 
commissary  of  provisions,  hath  vacated  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Delegates  as  a  representative  for  the  county  of  Al- 
bemarle. 

Ordered,  That  a  writ  issue  for  the  election  of  a  delegate  to  serve  in  this  present  General  Assembly  for  the  county 
of  Albemarle,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Isaac  Davis,  wiio  hatli  accepted  an  office  of  profit. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  regulate  the  election  and  eiil'orce  the  attendance  of  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly ;  and  that  Messrs.  Page,  Saunders,  Nicholas,  Tyler,  Tavlor  of  Caroline,  and  Smith  of 
Essex,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  following  order,  as  a  standing  ordef  of  the  House : 
3  b 
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Ordered,  That  so  much  of  any  standing  order  of  this  House,  as  allows  the  fees  of  the  setjeant  at  arms  attending 
this  House  to  be  discharged  in  the  current  paper  money,  be  rescinded ;  and  that  in  future  it  be  a  standing  order,  that 
the  fees  of  the  serjeant  at  arms  be  as  followeth,  to  wit:  for  taking  any  person  into  custody,  thirteen  shillings;  for 
every  day  he  shall  be  detained  in  custody,  thirteen  shillings ;  for  sending  a  messenger  to  take  any  person  into  custody 
by  a  warrant  from  the  Speaker,  six  pence  per  mile  for  going,  and  the  same  for  returning,  besides  ferriages;  which 
fees  shall  be  paid  in  specie. 

And  the  said  order  being  severally  read  tiiree  times  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  a  letter  from  Doctor  Henry  Todd,  respecting  the  illness  and  incapacity 
lO  attend  of  Mr.  James  Montague,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  IMiddleses. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  James  Montague  be  discharged  out  of  the  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms,  without  pay- 
ing fees. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Carter  Braxton,  Esq.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
King  William,  containing  the  reasons  for  his  non-attendance;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  com- 
(nitlee  of  Privileges  and  Elections. 

A  petition  of  John  Carter  Littlepage  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  some  time  in  the 
year  1776,  the  lead  mines  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  whereof  the  petitioner  and  the  executors  or  administrators  of  the 
late  Mr.  Chiswell  and  John  Robinson,  Esq.  are  seised  as  tenants  in  common,  were  by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress taken  for  public  use ;  that  neither  of  the  proprietors  have  received  any  rent  or  other  emolument  for  the  same 
since  they  were  so  taken;  and  praying  that  compensation  may  be  made  them  therefor,  and  the  proprietors  permitted 
to  work  the  said  mines  for  their  private  advantage. 

Also,  divers  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ; 
setting  forth,  the  inconveniences  they  labor  under  from  the  great  extent  of  their  county ;  and  praying  a  division 
thereof,  agreeable  to  certain  boundaries  therein  expressed. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  same  county,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  in  oppo- 
sition thereto. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  commissioners  of  the  money  tax,  in  the  county  of  Amelia ;  setting  forth,  the  danger  they 
are  in  of  incurring  the  penalty  of  the  law  for  not  discharging  their  duty,  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  one  of  the 
commissioners;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Nicholas  Cabell,  Harr}'  Innes  and  Joseph  Cabell,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting 
forth,  that  the  allowance  made  them  by  law,  as  commissioners  in  the  district  of  Washington  and  Montgomery,  agree- 
able to  the  act  "for  ascertaining  the  titles  of  claimers  to  unpatented  lands,"  is  very  inadequate,  occasioned  by  the 
rapid  depreciation  of  money;  and  praying  a  farther  allowance. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Benoni  Boatwright ;  setting  forth,  that  after  the  enemy's  incursion  to  the  Point  of  Fork,  two 
continental  soldiers  went  to  the  petitioner's  bouse  sick,  and  remained  there  a  considerable  time,  to  his  great  expense 
and  inconvenience,  being  a  poor  man;  and  praying  to  be  made  compensation. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Elizabeth  Cunin^ham ;  setting  forth,  that  she  has  reason  to  believe  her  husband  Bartlet  Cun- 
inghani,  a  continental  soldier,  was  killed  or  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Camden ;  that  she  is,  with  three  small  chil- 
dren, in  great  distress  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Alexander  Buntain;  setting  forth,  that  being  in  the  militia  of  Rockbridge  county,  he  received 
H  wound  at  the  battle  of  Guilford,  which  has  disabled  him  from  procuring  a  livelihood  by  labor;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Gilliam;  setting  forth,  that  in  July,  1780,  he  bad  two  mares  impressed  into  the  public 
service  and  appraised,  since  which  he  has  frequently  applied  for  payment  without  receiving  any  part  of  their  appraised 
value;  that  the  depreciation  of  the  money  will  occasion  considerable  loss  in  the  said  valuation,  if  he  should  be  now 
obliged  to  receive  the  nominal  amount;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Caldwell ;  setting  fortii,  that  being  of  the  militia  of  Rockbridge  county  at  the  defeat  of 
Col.  Tarleton,  he  received  a  wound,  which  disables  him  from  procuring  a  livelihood  by  labor;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Abraham  Nettles;  setting  forth,  that  the  allowance  heretofore  made  him  for  wounds  received 
while  a  soldier  in  the  public  service,  hath  become  very  inadequate  to  his  support;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Frederick  Fisher ;  setting  forth,  that  being  of  the  militia  of  Washington  county,  at  the  battle 
of  King's  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  which  disables  him  from  procuring  a  livelihood  by  labor;  and  praying 
relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  More,  to  the  same  efl'ect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Cusick;  setting  forth,  that  being  of  the  militia  under  the  command  of  General  Camp- 
bell, on  their  march  to  reinforce  General  Greene,  he  received  a  wound,  which  disables  him  from  procuring  a  liveli- 
hood by  labor;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  Brumley,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  May  last, 
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General  Nelson's  brigade  ot'  militia  eiicumped  on  his  plantation,  to  whicli  tiiey  did  considerable  injury,  by  burning  iiis. 
fences  and  destroying  his  wheat;  and  praying  to  be  made  reparation. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 

A  petition  of  Alexander  Wily,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  for  some  time  past, 
performed  the  service  of  affixing  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  to  patents  for  land  without  any  consideration;  and 
praying  to  be  made  a  reasonable  allowance  for  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 

A  petition  of  John  Hargrove,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  being  employed  by  the 
commanding  officer  of  Greensville  county  to  ride  express  on  public  service,  he  was  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  lost  his 
horse,  saddle  and  bridle ;  and  praying  to  be  paid  for  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 

A  petition  of  John  Patrick,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  Charles,  a  negro  man  slave, 
the  property  of  the  petitioner,  ranaway,  and  after  being  duly  outlawed,  was  shot  to  death ;  and  praying  to  be  paid 
for  the  said  slave. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Richmond,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  labor  under  great  inconveniences  by  the  discontinuance  of  the 
inspection  at  Glasscock's  in  the  said  county;  and  praying  that  the  said  inspection  may  be  revived. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  November  22,  1781. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  memorial  from  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly  of  North 
Carolina,  respecting  the  navigation  of  Ocracock  Inlet ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  his  excellency  the  Governor,  containing  his  resignation  of 
(hat  appointment ;   which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Tuesday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  room  of  his  excellency  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  who 
hath  resigned;  and  also,  of  three  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  Andrew  Lewis, 
Esq.  deceased,  and  of  William  Fleming  and  John  Walker,  Esquires,  who  have  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Tyler  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  under  their  consideration,  the  letter  of  Carter  Braxton,  Esq.  a  delegate  for  the  county  of  King  William,  to  them 
referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  tliereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  resignation  of  the  said  Carter  Braxton,  is  inadmissible ; 
and  from  the  manner  of  its  being  ofleredj  is  highly  reprehensible. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  Carter  Braxton  ought  to  be  compelled  to  attend 
his  duty  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petitions  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  to  them  referred, 
and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  tiie  House,  as  iblloweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  w  fk-  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  Inhabitants  of  the  said  county  ol 
Bedford,  praying  a  division  thereof,  by  a  hne  to  begin  at  the  mouth  of  Judy's  creek  on  James  river,  thence  to  Thomp- 
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non's  mill  on  Buffaioe  creek,  thence  xa  ilic  mouth  of  Back  creek  on  Goose  creek,  tlienee  a  direct  luie  to  Staunton 
river,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  in 
opposition  thereto,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Kendall  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Monday  three  weeks; 
Mr.  Willson,  until  Monday  fortnight ;  and  Mr.  Francis  Goode,  until  Monday  next. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Griffin  Peachey,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  his  storehouses 
at  Rocky  Run  in  the  county  of  Amelia,  were  on  the  12th  day  of  July  last,  burnt  by  the  enemy;  that  those  houses 
had  been  seized  and  taken  by  the  public  commissaries  and  quartermasters,  and  were,  till  the  day  on  which  they  were 
destroyed,  possessed  by  them  for  public  use,  without  any  previous  contract  with  the  petitioner  to  pay  him  any  rent; 
that  the  petitioner  had  no  alternative  cither  of  stipulating  with  the  public  officers  for  a  certain  rent,  or  of  refusing 
altogether  to  let  out  his  houses;  and  praying  to  be  paid  for  them  by  the  public. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Harrison ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Council  some 
time  in  January  last,  to  furnish  provisions  and  boats  for  the  expedition  against  Detroit,  commanded  by  General 
Clarke,  and  a  sum  of  money  sent  him  lor  that  purpose;  that  he  accordingly  proceeded  to  make  his  contracts,  but  the 
insufficiency  of  the  sum  sent  him,  and  the  delay  of  farther  supplies,  produced  so  great  a  depreciation,  that  the  people 
with  whom  he  contracted  refused  to  receive  the  money  due  them,  and  the  petitioner  remains  liable  for  the  same;  that 
the  auditors  cannot  remedy  his  case ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Slaflovd,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed; 
setting  forth,  that  the  place  fixed  on  by  the  commissioners  appointed  by  act  of  Assembly  to  ascertain  the  centre  of 
their  county,  is  not  central,  and  will  occasion  great  inconvenience  to  the  people  should  their  courthouse  be  removed 
(hereto ;  and  praying  that  the  courthouse  may  be  continued  at  the  place  where  it  now  is. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  lhereu]X)n,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Alexander  and  Banister,  be  added  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections  and 
Propositions  and  Grievances;  Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  to  the  committees  of  Courts  of  Justice  and  Trade;  and  Messrs. 
Garrard  and  Mountjoy,  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  in  the  county  of 
Spottsylvania ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Page,  and  Meriwether  Smith,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Samuel  Venable,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  cornet  in  a  volun- 
teer corps  of  dragoons  from  Prince  Edward,  raised  at  the  request  of  Major  General  Greene,  and  after  joining  the 
army  was  detached  on  a  reconnoitering  party,  and  taken  prisoner  bj'  the  enemy  with  his  horse,  which  was  previously 
appraised  to  eighteen  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco;  and  praying  to  be  paid  for  the  said  horse. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Richmond  Smith,  to  the  same  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Cuningham;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  of  the  militia  of  Augusta  county  at  the  battle 
of  Guilford,  and  received  a  wound,  which  disables  him  from  procuring  a  livelihood  by  labor;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Alexander  Martin,  to  the  same  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  that  liiey  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  do  lay  his  accounts  before  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  churchwardens  and  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Antrim,  in  the  county  of  Halifax,  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  the  vestry  of  the  said  parish  may  be  dissolved,  and  the  glebe  lands  sold  or  disposed 
of,  for  the  use  of  the  said  parish. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed. 
setting  forth,  that  they  conceive  it  would  conduce  much  to  the  general  utility  of  the  people  (in  parochial  matters  es- 
pecially) if  the  now  acting  vestries  throughout  the  State  were  dissolved,  and  others  re-elected,  upon  principles  more 
consistent  with  the  present  constitution;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  forRchgion;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Walker  Daniel,  was  pifsented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  fordi,  that  a  stud  horse,  belonging 
to  the  petitioner,  was  impressed  by  an  olilccr  of  General  Greene's  army,  for  the  use  of  tlie  army,  and  detained  a  con- 
siderable time  in  the  service,  after  whicii,  lie  was  returned  to  the  petitioner  greatly  reduced  and  injured;  and  praying  to 
be  made  compensation  for  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  tiie  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  considcvation  of  a  com- 
mittee, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Frederick,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  the  |n'eseut  mode  of  impress,  is  grievous  and  oppressive;  that  great 
inconveniences  result  from  the  embargo  law;  and  that  they  conceive  the  entrusting  a  power  in  the  hands  of  one  per- 
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son  to  tax  the  people,  is  unconstitutional;  and  praying  tiiat  tiie  impress  and  embargo  laws  may  be  repealed;  iliat  all 
the  present  money  taxes  may  cease,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  specific  and  specie  taxes  be  imposed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
examined  what  laws  have  expired,  and  inspected  such  temporary  laws,  as  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  session,  or  are 
near  expiring-,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
as  folio  wet  h  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  177S,  entitled  "  an 
act,  for  establishing  the  county  of  Illinois,  and  for  the  more  effectual  protection  and  defence  thereof;"  which  was  con- 
tinued and  amended  by  a  subsequent  act,  and  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be 
further  continued. 

Besolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  in  the  year  1780,  endtled 
"  an  act  to  amend  an  <ict,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  respecting  the  inspection  of  tobacco ;" 
which  will  expire  on  the  last  day  of  this  month,  ought  to  be  continued  and  amended. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  at  the  last  session,  entitled 
"an  act,  for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  for  punishing  those  who  shall  oppose  the  exe- 
cution of  laws;"  which  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  continued  and 
amended. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  at  the  session  held  in  March 
last,  entitled  "  an  act,  to  exempt  artificers  employed  at  iron  works,  from  militia  duty;"  which  was  continued  by  a  sub- 
sequent act,  and  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  further  continued. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first,  third  and  fourth  resolutions;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee for  Courts  of  Justice,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  second  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Pro- 
positions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
inspected  the  Journal  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  and  drawn  up  a  state  of  the  matters  then  depending  and  un- 
determined, and  the  progress  that  was  made  therein,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  at  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  law  to  ascertain  the  centre  of  the  county  of  Stafibrd,  were  reported  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Mountjoj',  a  member 
thereof,  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  then  next  session  of  Assembly. 

That  the  petition  of  Lyman  Hall  and  others,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  term  for  which  they  w<^re,  by  law,  exempted  from  payment  of  taxes  as  exiled  citizens 
from  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  is  expired;  and  praying  a  fuither  extension  thereof. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  couniy  of  Fayette,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  the  town  of  Lexington,  in  the  said  county,  may  be  established  a  town,  by 
act  of  Assembly. 

And  also,  a  letter  from  George  Mathews,  Esq.  late  colonel  of  the  ninth  Virginia  regiment,  containing  a  repre- 
sentation of  sundry  matters  on  l.ehalft.f  himself  and  the  officers  of  the  said  regiment,  was  laid  before  the  House,  and 
read;  and  by  the  House  it  was  ordered,  that  the  said  petitions  and  letter  should  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
ilie  then  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report,  petitions  and  letter,  be  severally  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and 
Grievances ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matters  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

The  treasurer,  according  to  order,  laid  his  accounts  before  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  do  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  Tliat  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Edmund  Randolph,  Esq.  which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  23,   1781. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  sundry  letters  and  papers  addressed  to  the  Executive  Council  from  General 
Washington,  the  President  of  Congress,  the  Superintendent  of  finance,  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  and 
from  the  Generals  Greene  and  Clarke. 
4  b 
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Also,  a  letter  from  Samuel  M'Dowell,  Esq.  a  member  of  the  Privy  (Jouncil  or  Council  of  State,  containing  his 
resignation  of  that  appointment;  which  letters  and  papers  were  delivered  to  him  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor. 

The  said  letters  and  papers  were  severally  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  Samuel  M'Dowell,  Esq.  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  all  other  of  the  said  letters  and  papers,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Page,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  dividing 
the  county  of  Bedford." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Page  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and  made 
some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  again  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

And  then  the  House   adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  November  24,   1781. 


Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  members  of  this  House  be  now  called  over. 

The  House  was  accordingly  called  over,  and  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  being  noted,  the 
names  of  those  who  made  default  were  again  called  over,  when  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  necessary 
absence  in  the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  tiie  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  custody  Mr.  Adam  Stephen,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  Mr.  Samuel  Lewis,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Botetourt;  Mr.  Joseph  Peebles,  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Brunswick;  Mr.  Charles  Patterson,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Buckingham;  Mr.  Creed 
Haskins,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Cumberland;  Mr.  John  Banister,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddie;  Mr. 
Daniel  Dulaney,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Fairfax;  Mr.  John  Ware,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Fluvanna;  Mr. 
Isaac  Zane,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Frederick  ;  Mr.  John  Page,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Gloucester;  Mr. 
Archer  Matthews  and^Mr.  George  Clendinnen,  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier;  Mr.  Joiin  Turner,  a  member 
for  the  county  of  Greenesville;  Mr.  Patrick  Henry,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Henry  ;  Mr.  Joseph  Prentis,  a  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  James  City;  Mr.  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight;  Mr.  Isaac 
Cocks,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Jefferson;  Mr.  Carter  Bra.xton,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King  William;  Mr. 
John  Taylor,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Lancaster;  Mr.  John  Powell,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Louisa;  Mr. 
Nicholas  Hopson,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg;  Mr.  Benjamin  Logan  and  Mr.  John  Edwards,  members 
for  the  county  of  Lincoln;  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Middlese.K ;  Mr.  Armistead  Russell,  a 
member  for  the  county  of  New  Kent;  Mr.  Thomas  Newton,  jun.  and  Mr.  Thomas  Mathews,  members  for  the  county 
of  Norfolk ;  Mr.  Michael  Christian  and  Mr.  John  Bowdoin,  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton;  Mr.  John 
Gordon,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Northumberland  ;  Mr.  William  Smith,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Richmond ; 
Mr.  Benjamin  Harrison  and  Mr.  Robert  Cravens,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham:  Mr.  Edwin  Young,  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah;  Mr.  Beverley  Winslow,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Spottsylvania;  Mr. 
Gray  Judkins,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Sussex;  Mr.  Edward  Harwood,  a  member  for  the  coimty  of  Warwick; 
Mr.  James  Innes  and  Mr.  Samuel  Irwin,  members  for  the  county  of  Yohoganla:  Mr.  William  Reynolds,  a  member 
for  the  county  of  York;  Mr.  James  Innes,  member  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg;  and  Mr.  John  Hutchings,  member 
for  the  borough  of  Norfolk. 

The  House  being  informed,  that  Mr.  Armistead  Russell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  New  Kent;  and 
Mr.  John  Banister,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddie,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Armistead  Russell  and  John  Banister,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fee?. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Ronald,  Cabell,  Peyton,  Talbot,  Joel  Watkins,  Coleman,  William 
Moore,  Nathaniel  Harrison,  Alexander,  Garrard,  Jacobs  and  Field. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  to  inform  them  that  this  House  hath  appointed  a  committee  to 
examine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  and  if  tliey  please  to  appoint  a  committee  of  their  House  for  that  purpose,  both  com- 
mittees may  proceed  to  do  the  business  together. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  said  message: 

Mr.  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  incorporating  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  in  the  county  of 
Spottsylvania;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  farther  contin- 
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uing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  for  establisliing  tlie  couuty  of  Illinois,  and' for  tiie  more  effectual  protection  and  defence 
thereof;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  presented  accordina;  to  order,  a  bill  "for  further  contin- 
uing an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  exempt  artificers  employed  at  iron  works,  from  militia  duty;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Bedford;"  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jolm  Wadiins  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration,  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  and  resolutions  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  John  Swann  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  became  entitled  by  pur- 
chase  to  five  thousand  acres  of  land,  due  for  services  agreeable  to  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Proclamation  of  1763 ;  thai 
in  the  year  1775,  he  put  the  warrants  for  the  said  land  into  the  i:ands  of  General  Thompson,  at  that  time  deputy  sur- 
veyor of  Fincastle  county,  who  surveyed  the  same,  and  made  returns  thereof;  which  the  petitioner  conceived  was  suf- 
ficient to  entitle  him  to  a  grant  for  the  same;  that  Colonel  Preston,  the  principal  surveyor  of  that  district,  has  since 
refused  to  make  returns  of  the  said  survey,  alleging,  that  General  Thompson  did  not  take  the  necessary  oaths  as  a 
surveyor,  agreeable  to  law ;  that  General  Thompson  having  refused  so  to  do  from  political  reasons,  and  the  petitionej- 
absent  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  some  time  a  prisoner  to  the  enemj',  he  has  been  prevented  from  confirming  his 
right  agreeable  to  die  land  laws  passed  during  his  absence;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  proprietors  of  sundry  tobacco  warehouses,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  setting 
forth,  that  the  rent  allowed  by  law  is  insufficient  to  enable  them  to  keep  the  said  warehouses  in  repair,  as  the  law  re- 
quires; and  praying  that  the  said  rent  may  be  augmented,  or  the  warehouses  taken  for  public  use,  and  the  proprietor^ 
paid  their  valuation ;  ' 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Mayo  and  others,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  setting  forth,  that  travellers 
•and  others  who  cross  at  the  falls  of  James  river,  experience  great  inconvenience  from  the  delay  of  the  present  ferry ; 
and  praying  that  another  ferry  may  be  established  from  the  land  of  the  said  John  Mayo  on  the  south  side  of  the  said 
river,  to  his  lot  in  Richmond  and  the  Sandy  Bar  on  the  north  side. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Nathaniel  Tally;  setting  forth,  that  as  guardian  to  the  heir  at  law  of  John  Tate,  deceased,  some 
time  in  the  year  1777,  he  leased  out  the  lands  belonging  to  the  estate  for  twenty-four  pounds  per  annum;  that  from 
the  depreciation  of  money  tiie  said  sum  is  become  totally  incompetent  to  the  support  of  the  orphans  of  the  said  John 
Tate,  who  are   to  be  maintained  out  of  the  estate  until  the  heir  at  law  arrives  at  age;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  w'ith  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  Brown,  Richard  Wade  and  John  Morten,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth, 
that  they  conceive  themselves  entitled  to  the  right  in  pre-emption  to  certain  lands  in  Kentucky,  which  they  have  been 
prevented  from  confirming  by  enlisting  as  soldiers  in  the  year  1778,  and  being  in  the  course  of  the  same  year  taken  by 
the  Indians,  from  whom  they  have  lately  eflccted  their  escape ;  and  praying  some  compensation  for  the  time  they 
were  in  captivity,  and  that  their  rights  of  pre-emption  as  settlers  in  Kentucky  may  be  confirmed  to  them. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Smith;  setting  forth,  that  he  received  a  wound  at  the  battle  of  Guilford,  which  disables 
him  from  procuring  a  livelihood  by  labor;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  M'Kinny ;  setting  forth,  that  the  allowance  heretofore  made  him  for  wounds  received 
while  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  his  country,  is  become  very  inadequate  to  his  support;  and  praying  a  farther  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Jolm  Turberville;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1778,  he  had  a  wagon,  team,  and  negro 
driver,  impressed  for  the  purpose  of  attending  a  party  of  drafted  soldiers  from  this  State  to  the  continental  army, 
then  in  Pennsylvania,  for  which  he  has  never  been  able  to  obtain  any  compensation;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Caleb  Tate;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1780,  he  had  a  quantity  of  whiskey  and  writing 
paper  impressed  for  the  use  of  Gen.  Stevens's  brigade  of  militia,  then  in  South  Carolina,  for  which  he  has  never  been 
able  to  obtain  any  compensation ;  and  prayinp;  relief. 

f         Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Nathaniel  Littleton  Savage;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  received  considerable  injury  in  his  estate  in 
New-Kent  county,  by  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  militia,  Uc.  who  have  destroyed  great  part  of  his  c.  ops,  laid 
waste  his  fields  and  pastures,  and  burnt  his  fencing;  and  praying  relief. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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MONDAY,  November  20,   1781- 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Creed  Haskins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Cumberland ;  Mr. 
John  Scasbroolv  Wells,  one  of  members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight;  and  Mr.  George  Clendinnen,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to 
excuse  their  absence,  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Saturday  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Creed  Haskins,  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  and  George  Clendinnen,  be  admitted  to  their 
seats,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Ware,  one  of  (he  members  for  the  county  of  Fluvanna,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Ware  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  stating  several  matters  for  the  consi- 
deration of  the  General  Assembly,  and  referring  to  sundry  letters  enclosed  on  the  subject  thereof;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration,  se\eral  petitions  to  then)  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read, 
and  are  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  cominittee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  John  Carter  Littlepage,  as 
prays  that  the  lead  mines  now  in  the  possession  of  the  public,  may  be  delivered  to  the  proprietors,  reserving  to  the 
public  the  pre-emption  of  all  lead  they  may  make;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  full 
compensation  may  be  made  the  proprietors,  for  the  time  the  said  lead  mines  have  been  in  the  public  possession;  is 
reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  commissioners  of  the  tax,  for  the  county 
of  Amelia,  praying  that  they  may  be  authorised  to  collect  the  taxes  imposed  by  an  act  of  Assembly,  "  for  calling  in 
and  redeeming  the  money  now  in  circulation,  and  for  emitting  and  funding  new  bills  of  credit,  accordin.;-  to  the  re- 
solutions of  Congress;"  and  that  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  to  the  commissioners  of  the  tax  may  be  increased;  be 
rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Harrison,  resident  of  that  part  of 
the  county  of  Yohogania,  formerly  in  Virginia,  but  now  taken  into  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  appointed  by 
Thomas  Jefferson,  Esq.  whilst  Governor,  to  purchase  provisions  for  the  use  of  the  men  under  the  conniiand  of  Col. 
Clarke,  praying  that  he  may  be  indemnified  for  all  reasonable  contracts  and  engagements  made  for  the  purchase  of 
such  provisions ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committer'.,  That  commissioners  resident  in  this  State,  and  as  nearly  as  may 
be  to  the  said  William  Harrison,  ought  to  be  appointed  to  adjust  and  settle  the  said  accounts,  and  make  report  there- 
of, to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Griffin  Peachey,  of  the  county  of 
Amelia,  praying  that  compensation  maybe  made  him  by  the  public  for  three  bouses,  which  were  taken  by  public  com- 
missaries and  quartermasters,  for  the  purpose  of  depositing  the  stores  removed  thither  tVom  Petersburg;  and  also 
made  use  of  by  the  commissary  appointed  to  receive  the  spteific  tax  in  the  said  county,  and  burnt  by  the  enemy  on 
the  12th  day  of  July  last;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  do  allow  the  said  Thomas 
Griffin  Peachey,  such  a  sum  of  money  for'the  said  houses  as  they  may  tiiink  just  and  right ;  and  to  issue  a  warrant 
Upon  the  treasurer  for  payment  thereof. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Stafford, 
praying  that  the  place  for  holding  courts  in  the  said  county  may  not  be  altered,  but  remain  at  the  place  where  the 
courthouse  now  stands ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tliat  the  place  fixed  on  by  the  commissioners  appointed  by  act 
of  Assembly,  is  not  a  proper  one  for  building  a  courthouse  and  prison,  in  the  said  county  of  Stafford. 

The  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th  5th,  Sdi  and  9tli  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time,  and  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  6th  and  7th  resolutions  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  and  2d  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  4th  and  5th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  be  discharged  from  proceeding  on  the  letters  of  Gen.  Clarke 
to  the  Governor,  to  them  referred;  and  that  the  said  letters  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Page,  Banister,  Smith,  Holmes,  and 
Zachariah  Johngon. 

A  memorial  of  Joiin  Gibson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  furnished  a  quantity 
of  goods,  for  the  expedition  under  Gen.  Clarke,  for  which  Geij.  Clarke  engaged  "on  tlie  part  of  the  public,  to  pay  the 
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»emoriaIist  a  certaiu  bum  in  hard  money,  and  gave  him  a  draught  on  the  Executive:  that  he  has  applied,  and  cannot 
obtain  payment  for  the  same ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  which  lay  on 
the  table,  respecting  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  countj'  of  Greenbrier,  to  them  referred,  praying  that 
the  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "an  act,  to  empower  the  court  of  Greenbrier  county,  lo  have  a  wagon  road  opened 
from  their  courthouse  to  the  eastern  waters,"  may  be  repealed ;  and  the  said  report  being  twice  read  was,  on  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follovveth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  operation  of  the  said  act  ought  to  be  suspended  for 
the  term  of  two  years. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of 
Greenbrier;  be  rejected. 

Ordi red.  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  oblige  such  counties  within  this  Commonwealth,  as  have  not 
furnished  their  proportion  of  men  under  the  respective  laws,  for  filling  this  State's  quota  of  continental  troops,  to 
make  up  their  deficiencies ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Andrew  Moore,  Strother,  Lee,  Peyton,  and  Taylor  of  Caroline,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  remove  the  suspension  of  the  Superior  Courts,  and  alter  the 
terms  of  holding  the  same;"  and  that  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Tyler  and  Baker,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  thai  ihe  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Wednesday  the  12th  day  of  December  next,  proceed,  agreeable  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  l_'th  of  June  last,  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  of  this  State  for  the  last  twelve  months  next 
preceding  the  said  resolution;  and  that,  as  well  the  information  against  the  said  Executive,  as  their  defence,  be  re- 
ceived and  heard  on  that  day. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  state  any  charges,  and  receive  such  information  as  may  be  offered, 
respecting  the  administration  of  tlie  Executive;  of  which,  the  said  committee  shall  give  notice,  if  any  accusation 
should  be  made,  in  writing,  to  the  members  which  composed  the  Executive,  within  the  time  referred  lo. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Banister,  Tyler,  Nicholas,  Soulhall  and  Morgan. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  King  George  and  Westmoreland,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  labor  under  great  inconvenience  by  the 
discontinuance  of  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  at  Machodack ;  and  praying  that  the  said  inspection  may  be  revived. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  ol'  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Coinmonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Page  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Comrnonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  to-morrow,  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  who  hath  resigned;  and  also  of  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  Andrew  Lewis,  Esq.  deceased,  and  of  William  Flem- 
ing and  John  Walker,  Esquires,  who  hath  resigned  ;  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  until  Thursday  next. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  tiiis  House  will,  on  Thursday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
member  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  Samuel  M'Dowell,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned;  also, 
of  a  delegate  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  in  the  room  of  John  Blair,  Esq.  who  bath  resigned ;  also,  of  a  Judge 
of  the  General  Court,  in  the  room  of  John  Tazewell,  Esq.  deceased;  and  of  an  auditor  of  public  accounts,  in  the 
room  of  Edward  Archer,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  bill,  "for  further  continuing  '  an  act,  entitled  '  a  i  act,  to  exempt  artificers  employed  at  iron  works  from  militia 
duty;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "for  further  continuing  'an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  establishing  the  county  of  Illinois,  and  for  the  more 
effectual  protection  and  defence  thereof;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dunn  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Monday  next. 

A  bill,  "for  incorporating  the  town  of  Fredericksburg  in  the  county  of  Spottsylvania;"  was  read  tlie  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 
5b 
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A  bill,  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Bedford;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the 
<to(hraittee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-movrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  27,   1781. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Patrick  Henry,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henry;  and  Mr.  John 
Bowdoin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton,  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  Patrick  Henry  and  John  Bowdoin  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 
An  engrossed  bill,  "for  furtlier  continuing  'an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  exempt  artificers  employed  at  iron  works, 
from  militia  duty,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  further  continuing  'an  act  entitled  'an  act, 
to  exempt  artificers  emploj'ed  at  iron  works  from  militia  duty." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  suspend  the  execution  of  '  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  em- 
power the  Court  of  Greenbrier  county,  to  have  a  vvogon  road  opened  from  their  Courthouse  to  the  eastern  waters;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  petition  of  Robert  Baine  was  presented  to  the  House,  an;J  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  left  this  State  some  time 
in  the  year  1775,  for  the  West  Indies,  upon  indispensable  private  business,  but  with  a  fixed  determination  to  return; 
that  during  his  absence,  and  before  he  could  effect  his  purpose  of  returning  to  the  State,  a  law  of  escheat  and  forfeit- 
ure passed,  by  which  the  estate  of  the  petitioner  was  taken  and  sold  for  public  use,  and  himself  precluded  the  rights 
of  citizenship;  and  praying  that  his  estate  or  the  sales  thereof  may  be  made  good  to  him,  and  that  he  may  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  rights  of  citizenship. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der, had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  John  Swann,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  there- 
upon, %vhich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice 
read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  said  John 
Swann,  praying  that  certain  surveys  of  land,  made  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  may  be 
<:onfirmed  to  him,  be  deferred  until  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lankford  be. added  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  and  Mr.  Henry  to  the  committees  of  Privi- 
leges and  Elections  and  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  after  some,  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Page  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  tliey  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to 
receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-moVrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  stating  several  other  matters  for  the 
consideration  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  enclosing  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Executive;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  John  Turberville,  to  tiiem  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to 
several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  deposition  of  Captain  George  Lee  Turberville,  that  some  time  in  the  year 
1778,  he  impressed  a  wagon,  team,  and  negro  driver,  the  property  of  the  petitioner,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  a 
party  of  drafted  soldiers  to  the  continental  urmy,  then  in  Pennsylvania;  that  the  said  wagon  and  driver  were  detained 
in  the  continental  service  by  Lieutenant  Hudson  Martin,  the  then  wagon  master,  at  Lancaster,  and  a  certificate  given 
for  them  to  this  deponent;  that  by  some  accident,  the  said  certificate  was  lost  or  miscarried;  and  that  the  said  wagon, 
team  and  driver,  have  never  been  returned  to  the  petitioner,  nor  any  compensation  made  him  for  them. 

It  furtlier  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  deposition  of  James  Wlialey,  that  at  the  time  the  said  wagon, 
team  and  driver,  were  impressed  from  the  petitioner,  he  was  manager  of  his  estate,  and  has  continued  to  be  so  ever 
since  that  period;  and  that  they  have  never  been  returned  to  him. 
Whereupon,  your  coinmitlee  came  to  the  following  resolutions: 
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Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  siicli  pans  of  the  petition  of  ilie  said  John  Turberville,  as 
prav  that  compensation  may  be  made  liim  by  this  State,  for  the  loss  of  his  said  wagon,  team  and  driver;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tiiat  such  otiicr  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  pray  that  the  de- 
legates from  tiiis  State  in  Congress,  may  bo  directed  to  apply  to  that  honorable  body  for  compensation  to  be  made 
him  for  iiis  said  loss;  is  reasonable. 

The  first  resolution  was  read  a  second  lime,  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  second  resolution  was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  incorporating  the  town  of  Fredericksburg  in  the  county  of  Spottsylvania;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tyler  reported,  that  the  committee  liad,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
iheir  consideration  the  memorial  of  Mann  Page  and  Francis  Triplett,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution 
thereupon;  which  he  read  in  his  place  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  for  fur- 
ther continuing  an  act,  entided  '  an  act  for  establishing  the  county  of  Illinois,  and  for  the  more  effectual  protection 
and  defence  thereof;"  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  28,  1781. 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  members  of  this  House,  be  called  over  immediately ; 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear,  were  noted,  and  the 
names  of  those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in 
the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  Serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody,  Mr.  George  Stewart,  a  member 
for  the  county  of  Accomack;  Mr.  James  Markes,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Albemarle;  Mr.  William  Royall,  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Amelia ;  Mr.  Adam  Stephen,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Berkeley ;  Mr.  Samuel  Lewis 
and  Mr.  John  Breckenridge,  members  for  the  county  of  Botetourt;  Mr.  Francis  Goode,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Chesterfield;  Mr.  Creed  Haskins,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Cumberland;  Mr.  Robert  Boiling,  a  member  for  the 
count}'  of  Dinwiddle;  Mr.  Daniel  Dulane\",  a  member  for  the  county  of  Fairfax;  Mr.  Isaac  Zane,  a  member  for  the 
county  of  Frederick;  ftlr.  John  Page,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Gloucester ;  Mr.  Archer  Mathews,  a  member  for 
the  county  of  Greenbrier;  Mr.  John  Turner,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Greenesville  ;  Messrs.  James  Bates  and  Geo. 
Watkins,  members  for  the  county  of  Halifax;  Mr.  Joseph  Prentis,  a  member  for  the  county  of  James  City;  Mr.  Isaac 
Cocks,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Jefferson;  Messrs.  Thomas  Roane  and  Thomas  Coleman,  members  for  the  county 
of  King  and  Queen;  Mr.  Carter  Braxton,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King  William;  Mr.  John  Taylor,  a  member 
for  the  county  of  Lancaster;  Mr.  Francis  Peyton,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Loudoun  ;  Messrs.  William  White  and 
John  Powell,  members  for  the  county  of  Louisa;  Mr.  Nicholas  Hopson,  u  member  for  the  county,  of  Lunenburg; 
Messrs.  Benjamin  Logan  and  John  Edwards,  members  for  the  county  of  Lincoln;  Mr.  Samuel  Goode,  a  member  for 
the  county  of  Mecklenburg  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Middlesex ;  Mr.  Robert  Sayers,  a  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  Mr.  Kinchen  Godwin,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Nanseraond;  Mr.  Lyddall 
Bacon,  a  member  for  the  county  of  New  Kent;  Messrs.  Thomas  Newton,  jun.  and  Thomas  Mathews,  members  for 
the  countj'  of  Norfolk;  Mr.  John  Gordon,  a  member  for  the  coimty  of  Northumberland;  Mr.  William  Ronald,  a 
member  for  the  couuiy  of  Powhatan  ;  Mr.  Nathaniel  Harrison,  a  member  i'^iv  Hie  county  of  Prince  George;  Mr. 
John  Hotie,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Prince  William  ;  Mr.  William  Smitli,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Richmond; 
Messrs.  Benjamin  Harrison  and  Robert  Cravens,  members  for  the  county  of  liockingham ;  Messrs.  Edwin  Young  and 
Abraham  Bird,  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah ;  Mr.  John  Taylor,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Soutiiampton ; 
Mr.  Beverley  VV'nislow,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Spottsylvania;  Mr.  James  Kee,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Surry; 
Mr.  Gray  Judkius,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Sussex;  Mr.  Edward  Harwood,  a  member  for  the  county  of  War- 
wick; Mr.  Richard  Lee,  a  member-for  the  county  of  Westmoreland;  Messrs.  James  Innes  and  Samuel  Irwin,  mem- 
bers for  the  count}'  of  Yohogauia;  Mr.  William  Reynolds,  a  member  for  the  county  of  York;  Mr.  James  Innes,  a 
member  for  the  City  of  Williaiusburg ;  and  Mr.  John  Hutchings,  a  member  for  the  Borough  of  Norfolk. 

The  House  being  informed,  that  Mr.  William  White,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Louisa,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  seijeant  at  arras ;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over 
to-day. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  William  White  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  wi^liout  paving  fees. 

The  House  being  informed,  that  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland;  Mr- 
John  Powell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Louisa;  Mr.  Fratjcis  Goode,  one  of  the  members  for  the  countj 
of  Chesterfield ;  Mr.  William  Royall,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Amelia ;  Mr.  Samuel  Goode,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg;  Mr.  John  Hooe,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  William; 
Mr.  Kinchen  Godwin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Nansemond;  and  Mr.  Abraham  Bird,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Richard  Lee,  John  Powell,  Francis  Goode,  William  Royall,  Samuel  Goode,  John  Hooe. 
Kinchen  Godwin  and  Abraham  Bird,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  James  Bates,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Halifax,  be  discharged  out  of  the  custo- 
dy of  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  without  paying  fees. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business; 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  November  29,  1781. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  George  Watkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Halifax;  Mr.  John 
Breckenridge,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Botetourt;  Mr.  Creed  Haskins,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Cumberland;  Mr.  Thomas  Coleman,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen;  Mr.  Na- 
thaniel Harrison,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George ;  and  Mr.  Francis  Peyton,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  tiie  county  of  Loudoun,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  George  Watkins,  John  Breckenridge,  Creed  Haskins,  -Thomas  Coleman,  Nathaniel 
Harrison  and  Francis  Peyton,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Beverley  Winslow,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Spottsylvania ;  and 
Mr.  Lyddall  Bacon,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  New  Kent,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms, 
and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Beverly  Winslow  and  Lyddall  Bacon,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 
■  On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  orders  of  the  da\',  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
>iate  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  on  the  bill  "  for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  for  establishing  the  coun- 
ty of  Illinois,  and  for  the  more  eftectual  protection  and  defence  thereof;"  be  revived. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter  from  Colonel  William  Davies,  commissioner  of  the  War  Office,  en- 
closing sundry  returns  from  that  department;  which  were  rettd,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  petition  of  John  Harris,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  July  last, 
he  had  thirty-nine  head  of  cattle  taken  from  him  for  the  use  of  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Major  General  La 
Fayette,  for  which  no  valuation  being  had,  or  certificate  given  him,  he  cannot  obtain  satisfaction  without  the  inter- 
position of  this  House ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Chew,  jun. ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  a  lieutenant  in  Colonel  Stubblefield's  regiment 
of  militia  at  the  battle  of  Camden,  in  which  he  was  badly  wounded,  and  rendered  incapable  of  obtaining  a  subsistence 
by  labor ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Duncan  Rose ;  setting  forth,  that  he  advanced  several  sums  of  money  and  quantities  of  to- 
bacco for  public  use,  during  the  exhausted  state  of  the  treasury,  and  has  an  arrearage  of  pay  due  him  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  which  he  cannot  procure  payment;  and  praying  that  some  mode  may  be  directed  to  liqui- 
date his  claim  against  the  public,  and  render  him  payment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  lo  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  incorporating  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  in  the  county  of  Spottsylvania,"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  for  incorporating  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  in 
(he  county  of  Spottsylvania." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  enclosing  letters  from  the  superin- 
tendant  of  finance,  ami  the  secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Co'.iimonwealtli. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  briuf;'  in  a  bill  "  to  empower  (he  register  of  tiie  Land  Office  to  appoint  a  deputy 
on  the  western  waters;"  and  that  Messrs.  Page,  Greene  and  Boone,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

1  he  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  tiie  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  Governor  or 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth ;  of  fou;-  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State;  of  a  delegate  (o 
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represent  this  State  in  Congress;  of  a  Judge  of  the  General  Court;  and  of  an  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  ljpiii<,' 
read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strother  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday  se'nnight. 

A  petition  of  Elizabeth  Flood,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  Mr.  Archibald  Jl'Caul, 
who  married  a  daughter  of  the  petitioner,  left  this  State,  together  with  his  daughter  Catharine,  some  time  in  the  year 
1773;  that  since  their  departure  the  said  Catharine  hath  by  the  death  of  the  petitioner's  husband,  become  entitled  to 
a  very  considerable  estate,  which,  together  with  the  estate  of  the  said  Archibald  M'Caul,  comes  within  the  operation 
of  the  act  of  escheat  and  forfeiture;  that  the  said  Archibald  M'Caul,  although  desirous  of  returning  to  Virginia,  with 
his  daughter  Catharine,  hath  not  yet  been  able  to  procure  the  necessary  passports  for  so  doing;  and  praying  that  they 
may  be  permitted  so  to  do,  and  their  estates  be  restored  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Page  reported,  according  to  order,  the  resolutions  agreed  to  on  Tuesday  by  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  That  the  paper  money  of  this  State,  now  in  circulation,  ought  not  to  pass  current  after  the 
day  of  except  in  taxes  now  due;  and  that  the  said  money  ought  to  be  then  called  in  and  burnt; 

and  that  the  treasurer  give  to  each  holder  of  the  said  money,  a  certificate  of  his  having  received  the  same,  at  an  ex- 
change of  which  said  certificate,  shall  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum. 

Resolved,  That  certain  funds  ought  to  be  established,  for  the  redemption  of  the  certificates  so  given  in 
years;  and  that  the  produce  of  the  said  funds,  be  applied  sacredly,  to  the  said  purposes  of  paying  the  interest  and 
pricipal  aforesaid,  and  no  other. 

Resolved,  That  this  State's  quota  of  continental  money  now  out,  ought  to  be  called  in;  and  that  a  tax  be  laid 
for  that  purpose,  to  be  paid  in  the  said  money,  or  in  specie,  at  an  exchange  of  and  that 

the  treasurer  be  directed  to  receive  the  same  for  land  warrants,  at  the  same  rate  now  paid  in  the  present  current  mo- 
ney of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  true  value  of  the  Loan  Office  certificates  of  this  State  now  out  ought  to  be  ascertained, 
calculating  the  same  by  tobacco  at  twenty  shillings  per  hundred  weight  and  the  price  current  of  that  commodity  at 
the  time  the  money  was  lent;  and  that  the  treasurer  pay  the  interest  due,  or  to  become  due  thereon,  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs.  Page,  Meriwe- 
ther Smith,  Henry,  Nicholas,  Tyler,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Banister,  Eppes,  Zachariah  Johnson,  Peyton,  Holmes,  Hun- 
ter, Strother,  Talbot,  Lomax,  Ronald,  Pickett,  Stith,  Cabell  and  Alexander,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Eilzey : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  proceed  to-morrow,  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  to  the  choice 
of  a  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  sundry  other  officers  of  government;  also,  they  have 
appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  proceeded  to  nominate  persons  proper  to  be  balloted  for  as  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate;  mem- 
bers of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State;  a  delegate  to  represent  this  Slate  in  Congress;  a  Judge  of  the  Gene- 
ral Court,  and  an  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cabell  do  carry  lists  of  the  persons  so  nominated,  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill,  "  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  to  empower  the  court  of  Greenbrier  county,  to  have  a  wagon  road 
opened  from  their  courthouse  to  the  eastern  waters;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Page  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  ancfft 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  That  provisions  ought  not  to  be  impressed  for  the  support  of  the  British  prisoners,  after  the  20th  day 
of  December  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  ought  to  be  directed  to  represent  to  that  body,  the  ina- 
bility of  this  country,  in  the  present  exhausted  state  of  its  treasury,  to  furnish  those  supplies. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  again  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  added  sundry  persons  to  the  nominations  for  a  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate; 
members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State;  "and  an  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Page  reported,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  register  of  the  Land  Office,  to  appoint  a  deputy 
on  the  western  waters ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bell  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts. 
6  b 
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The  order  of  tlit  du},  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  coinmiitee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  "for  fur- 
ther continuing  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  for  establishing  the  county  of  Illinois,'  and  for  the  more  eflectual  protection 
and  defence  thereof,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-raorrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  30,  1781. 


A  petition  of  Archibald  Cary,  uas  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  that  a  ferry  may  be  establisiierf 
from  his  land  on  the  south  side  of  James  river,  to  Stegar's  Island  on  the  north  side. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Dixon ;  setting  forth,  that  on  the  incursion  of  General  Arnold  to  this  place,  his  books 
and  papers  were  destroyed,  among  which  was  a  Loan  Office  certificate,  to  the  amount  of  six  hundred  pounds  and  up- 
wards; and  praying  that  the  said  certificate  may  be  made  good  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  officers  of  this  State,  in  the  continental  service,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  have  suffered  great  inconvenience  from  the  depreciation 
of  their  pay,  considerable  arrearages  of  which  are  now  due  to  them;  that  supplies  of  clothing  and  other  necessaries 
have  been  very  deficient,  and  that  they  are  much  aggrieved  by  a  preclusion  of  the  rights  of  denization,  in  common 
with  other  citizens ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Henry,  Tyler,  Nicholas,  Holmes,  Francis  Peyton,  Mayo 
and  Banister ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act  to  empower  the  court  of  Greenbrier  county,  to  have  a 
wagon  road  opened  from  tiieir  courthouse,  to  the  eastern  waters ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  he,  "  an  act  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act  to  empower 
the  court  of  Greenbrier  county  to  have  a  wagon  road  opened  from  their  courthouse,  to  the  eastern  waters." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  John  Mayo,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Mayo,  praying  that  a  pub- 
lic ferry  may  be  established  from  his  land  in  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  across  James  River,  to  his  land  in  the  town 
of  Richmond,  and  to  the  Sandy  Bar,  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "for  dividing  the 
county  of  Bedford"  was  referred,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consider- 
ation, and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill  "to  empower  the  register  of  the  Land  Office,  to  appoint  a  deputy  on  the  western  waters;"  was  read  the 
(Second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  in'  Mr.  Mathews: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  respecting  the  supplying  the  British  prisoners  with 
provisions,  with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
*  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  with  tfie  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Cominonwealtli,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  who  hath  resigned  ; 
and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets  uilh  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the 
ballot  boxes;  Messrs.  Cabell,  White,  Lee,  Banister  and  Page,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from 
the  Senate,  and  jointly  with  them  to  examine  tlie  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes 
should  fall. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cabell  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  committee  then  withdrew;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had  accord- 
ing to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot 
boxes,  arid  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Benjamin  Harrison  Esq.  (of  Berkeley.) 

The  House  proceeded  in  the  same  manner,  to  the  choice  of  four  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of 
State,  in  die  room  of  Andrew  Lewis,  Esq.  deceased;  and  of  William  Fleming,  John  Walker  and  Samuel  M'Dowell, 
Esquires,  who  have  resigned. 
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And  it  appears  I'roin  ilie  repbi't  of  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Carter,  Zaeliariali  Johnson,  Banister,  Lee  anti  Tyler,  tht; 
committee  appointed  in  conjunction  N^itli  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes;  that  the  inajorit\ 
of  votes  was  in  favor  of  Beverley  Randolph,  Thomas  Lomax,  Sampson  Mathews  ami  Saint  George  Tucker,  Ksrp>. 

The  House  proceeded  in  the  same  manner,  to  the  choice  of  a  delegate  to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Con- 
gress, until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next,  in  the  room  of  John  Blair,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned. 

And  it  appears  from  the  report  of  Messrs.  Page,  Banister  asid  Alexander,  the  committee  appointed  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  that  the  majority  of  votes  was  in  favor  of  Thomas 
Jefierson,  Esquire. 

The  House  proceeded  in  the  same  manner,  to  the  choice  of  a  Judge  of  the  General  Court,  in  the  room  of  John 
Tazewell,  Esquire,  deceased. 

And  it  appears  from  the  report  of  Messrs.  Garrard,  Page,  Lee  and  Woodson,  the  committee  appointed  in  con- 
junction with  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  that  the  majority  of  votes  was  in  favor  of 
James  Mercer,  Esquire. 

The  House  proceeded  in  the  same  manner,  to  the  choice  of  an  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  in  the  room  of  Ed- 
ward Archer,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned. 

And  it  appears  from  the  report  of  Messrs.  Hunter,  Smith  (of  Gloucester,)  and  Bell,  the  committee  appointed  in 
conjunction  with  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  to  examine  tlie  ballot  boxes,  that  the  majority  of  votes  was  in  favor  o(' 
John  Boush,  Esquire. 

Resulved,  That  Benjamin  Harrison  of  Berkeley,  Esq.  be  appointed  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Com-«P» 
monwealth  for  one  year;  he  having  been  so  elected  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolntion  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  J^a  ^g^  0 

Re'iolced,  That  Beverley  Randolph,  Thomas  Lomax,  Sampson  Mathews  and  Saint  George  Tucker,  Esqffn-es,  he^ 
appointed  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  Andrew  Lewis,  Esq.  deceased;  and  of 
William  Fleming,  John  Walker  and  Samuel  M'Dowell,  Esquires,  who  have  resigned;  they  having  been  so  elected  by 
joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  ^4  A «t^ 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Jefierson,  Esq.  be  appointed  a  delegate  to  represent  this  Commonwealth  it/Congress,^^ 
until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next,  in  the  room  of  John  Blair,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned ;  lie  having  been  so 
elected  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.^^  J^.^llf 

Resolved,  That  James  Mercer,  Esq.  be  appointed  a  Judge  of  the  General  Court,  in  the  room  of  John^azewel!,^ 
Esq.  deceased;  he  having  been  so  elected  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hunter  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  <tf^*A,  %it 

Resolved,  That  John  Boush,  Esq.  Ije  appointed  an  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  in  the  room  of  Edw^d  Archer, 
Esq.  who  hath  resigned ;  he  having  been  so  elected  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hunter  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  ^Mjf  4  -  ^4^ 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  hacV^ccording 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Robert  Baine,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  re-, 
solutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  ike  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Robert  Baine,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  property  of  the  said  Robert  Baine,  sold 
by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "an  act,  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects,"  and  pur- 
chased by  the  public;  ought  to  be  restored  to  him,  with  compensation  for  the  use  thereof,  upon  his  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  this  State. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  retribution  ought  to  be  made  the  said  Robert  Baine,  in 
manner  directed  by  the  said  act,  for  so  much  of  his  property  as  was  sold  to  individuals. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  compensation  ought  to  be  made  the  said  Robert  Baine, 
for  any  timber  that  may  have  been  taken  ofl"  the  land  for  public  use. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Clendinnen  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Trade. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Monday  se'nnight. 

A  petition  of  William  Brovvder  was  presented  to  the  Ho.ise,  and  read:  setting  forth,  that  on  the  incursion  of  the 
enemy  to  Petersburg,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  lie  had  a  valuable  mare  taken  by  them,  which  was  at  the  time  actu- 
ally employed  in  removing  public  stores;  and  praying  to  be  \rnd  for  the  said  mare. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  tobacco  ar  Boyd's  Hole,  setting  forth  that  the  warehouses  at  the  said  inspec- 
tion had  been  twice  broken  onen,  without  the  default  of  the  petitioners,  and  certain  tobacco  stolen  thereout ;  and  pray- 
ing to  be  reimbursed  by  tr:"  :>!.ji)c  for  the  said  loss. 

Ordered,  That  I'm  said  petinons  be  referred  to  the  connnittee  of  Trade;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  several  resolutions  appointing  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  of  Berke-|^ 
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ley  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth;  Beverley  Randolph,  Thomas  Lomax,  Sampson  Mathe\vs 
and  Saint  George  Tucker,  Esquires,  members  of  the  Privy  Cour.cil  or  Council  of  Stnte;  Thomas  Je/l'erson,  Esq.  a 
delegate  to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress;  James  Alercer,  Esq.  a  Judge  of  the  General  Court;  and  John 
BoHsh  Esq.  an  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts.     And  thtn  he  withdrew. 

The  orders  of  the  dav,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  and  also,  on  the  bill,  for  further  continuing  "  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  for  establishing  the  county  of  Illi- 
nois, and  for  the  more  effectual  protection  and  defiance  thereof;"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofi'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  I,   1781. 


Mr.  Bell,  a  delegate  for  the  county  of  Buckingham,  reminded  tlie  House  of  the  necessity  of  proceeding  to  the 
choice  of  a  Speaker  in  the  room  of  the  Honorable  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  appointed  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth; and  he  recommended  John  Tyler,  Esq.  a  delegate  for  the  county  of  Charles  City,  as  a  person  duly  qualified 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  important  office;  he  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Henry,  a  delegate  for  the  county  of  Henry; 
whereupon  Mr.  Tyler  was  elected  without  opposition,  and  conducted  to  the  chair,  from  whence  he  made  his  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  House  for  the  honor  they  had  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  him,  and  requested  their  aid  towards  the 
mainteftancaof  order,  and  the  despatch  of  public  business. 
*  T^  ftoule  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Page,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Gloucester,  attended  in 
^i-ustody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over 
on  Wednesday  last, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Page,  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 
Wt  yhe  HaiKc  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Gordon,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northumberland  ;  and 
VPrT-Mam  Stephen,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arras  ; 
^*  Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Gordon  and  Adam  Stephen,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  writs  issue  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  serve  in  this  present  General  Assembly,  for  the  coun- 
ty JlffcCkai;^s,  City,  in  the  room  of  the  Honorable  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  appointed  Governor  of  the  Common- 
\^eal*  ;  ataa  fbr  the  county  of  Caroline,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Lomax,  Esq.  appointed  a  member  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
"•cil  or  Council  of  State. 

^  An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  empower  the  register  of  the  Land  Office  to  appoint  a  deputy  on  the  western  waters," 
>«■*  reaothe  tmrd  time. 
•«•         Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be  "an  act,  to  empower  the  register  of  the  Land  Office,  to  ap- 
poiiil  a  il^fltJLon  the  western  waters." 

OnlWWi  Thai  Mr.  Green  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
An  engrossed  bill,  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Bedford,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affimative. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Richardson  and  Eppes,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until 
Wednesday  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  be  discharged  from  proceeding  on  the  petition  of 
Eli^abeth  Flood,  to  them  referred. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  "act,  concerning  escheats  and 
forfeitures  from  British  subjects;"  and  that  Messrs.  IVicholas,  Hunter  and  Henry,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  John  Kinkeade,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read;  setting  fortli,  tliat  agreeable  to  appoint- 
ment of  the  county  court  of  Washington,  he,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  commissioners,  proceeded  on  and  effected 
the  opening  a  road  through  the  Cumberland  mountains  to  Kentucky;  and  praying  to  be  paid  for  the  said  service. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hanover,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  setting 
forth,  that  they  sufler  great  inconvenience  by  the  discontinuance  of  the  inspection  at  Meriwether's  in  the  said  county; 
and  praying  that  the  said  inspection  may  be  revived. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Esther  Aston ;  setting  forth,  that  her  deceased  husband,  George  Aston,  was  a  captain  in  the 
service  of  his  country  during  the  last  war,  and  never  received  any  bounty  of  land;  and  praying  that  the  same  bounty 
of  land  allowed  to  others  in  similar  cases,  may  be  granted  to  her. 

Also,  several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Washington,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscj-ibed  ; 
setting  fortli,  that  they  are  much  disturbed  in  their  possession  by  occupancy  of  vacant  lands,  agreeable  to  law,  by  the 
claims  of  the  Loyal  Company  under  illicit  surveys;  and  praying  that  the  land  laws  may  be  explained  and  amended 
so  as  to  quiet  them  in  their  possessions. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Joseph  Cabell,  Harry  Innes  and  Nicliolas  Cabell,  commissioners  for  settling  the  titles  of 
^  claimers  to  unpatented  lands  within  the  district  of  Washington  and  Montgomery,  to  the  same  eflect. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  ot"  Propositions  atul  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  no  further  payments  for  horses  impressed  into  the  public  service  be  made,  or  accounts  for  the 
same  be  audited,  until  the  further  order  of  the  General  Assembly. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Hous6. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Fiizhugh : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  incorporating  the  town  of  Fredericksburg  in   thcX 
county  of  Spottsylvania."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  suspend  the  execution  of  an  act  'to  empower  the  court^ 
of  Greenbrier  county  to  have  a  wagon  road  opened   from  their  courthouse  to  the  eastern  waters;"  also,  to  the  bill* 
"for  further  contiiming  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  exempt  artificers  employed  at  iron  works,  from  militia  duty;"  and 
also,  to  the  bill  "to  repeal  au  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  farther  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  empower  the  Go- 
vernor and  Council  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and  also,  on  the  bill  "  for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  for  establishing  the  county  of 
Illinois,  and  for  the  more  effectual  protection  and  defence  thereof,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  oft'  til]  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  3,   1781. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  James  Kee,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Surry,  attended  in  custody 
of  the  Serjeant  at  arms. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  James  Kee  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Charles  Patteson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Buckingham,  at- 
tended in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was 
called  over  on  Wednesday  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Charles  Patteson  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  of  Gloucester,  be  added  to  the  committees  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  and  Privi- 
leges and  Elections;  and  Mr.  Gordon,  to  the  committee  of  Trade. 

A  petition  of  William  Jones,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  received  a  wound  at 
the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  which  disables  him  from  procuring  a  livelihood  by  labor;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Simster;  setting  forth,  that  he  received  a  wound  at  the  defeat  of  Col.  Buford,  which  dis- 
ables him  from  procuring  a  livelihood  by  labor ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Surry,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the  destruction  of  the  warehouses  at  Cabin  Point,  hath  produced  great 
disadvantages  to  the  petitioners,  and  that  as  the  said  warehouses  cannot  be  speedily  rebuilt,  they  are  desirous  the  same 
should  be  discontinued;  and  praying  that  an  inspection  may  be  established  at  Low  Point  in  the  said  county,  on  the 
land  of  Archibald  Dunlop,  gentleman. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Archibald  Dunlop,  to  the  same  efiect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Andrew  Moore  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  oblige  such  counties  within  this  Commonwealth,  as 
have  not  furnished  their  proportion  of  men  under  the  respective  laws  for  filling  this  State's  quota  of  continental  troops, 
to  make  up  their  deficiencies ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  ^ 
time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  an  act  '  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrant^: 
upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
and  that  Messrs.  Aaron  Lewis,  Southall  and  Moore,  do  prepare  and  Ijring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  petition  of 
John  Harris,  to  them  referred,  under  their  consideration,  and  agreed  to  a  report  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  accounts  of  the  Honorable  Cyrus  Griffin,  Esq.  was  refer- 
red, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  examined  and  stated  the  same,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report  and  reso- 
7  b 
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lutjon  tliereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deHvered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth :  nemine  contra  dicenie. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Cyrus  Griffin,  Esq.  was  appointed  one  of  the  delegates  to  represent 
this  State  in  Congress,  and  that  he  served  in  that  capacity  from  the  19th  of  August,  1778,  to  the  19th  of  June,  1780, 
being  in  all  the  space  of  twenty-two  months. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Cyrus  Griffin,  Esq.  drew  from  the  public  at  diflerent  periods  several 
sums  of  paper  currency,  amounting  to  165,293  dollars,  and  that  he  paid  out  of  the  same  to  sundry  persons  on  public 
account  the  sum  of  24,500  paper  dollars:  after  deducting  which  sum,  the  said  Cyrus  Griffin  stands  charged  140,793 
•  paper  dollars,  as  so  much  advanced  him  in  part  to  pay  his  expenses  whilst  in  the  delegation :  your  committee  having 
reduced  the  aforesaid  sum  into  specie  by  a  table  of  depreciation,  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  find  it 
amounts  to  3,184  1-4  specie  dollars,  which  appears  to  be  the  amount  of  all  the  money  the  said  Cyrus  Griffin  hath 
s^drawn  from  the  public,  on  account  of  expenses  whilst  in  the  delegation. 

^  Your  committee  have  calculated  the  amount  of  the  said 'Cyrus  Griffin's  expenses,  with  which  the  State  ought  to 
be  charged  whilst  in  Congress,  and  having  reduced  the  same  to  specie  by  the  aforesaid  table,  find  the  amount  of  the 
same  to  be  6,442  dollars  in  specie,  during  the  aforesaid  space  of  twenty-two  months,  being  ten  dollars  and  about  one 
eighteenth  of  a  dollar  per  daj'. 

Your  committee  having  taken  into  consideration  the  wages  allowed  the  delegates  at  the  commencement  of  the 
revolution,  which  was  eight  dollars  per  daj',  and  the  diflerence  between  the  value  of  money  at  that  time  and  the  pre- 
sent, are  of  opinion  that  the  aforesaid  expense  of  ten  dollars  and  one  eighteenth  of  a  dollar  per  day,  is  reasonable. 

Your  committee,  on  stating  the  said  Cyrus  Griffin's  account  in  manner  above  mentioned,  find  there  is  a  balance 
due  to  him  from  this  State  of  3,258  dollars  in  specie. 

Resolved  therefore,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  Cyrus  Griffin,  Esq.  hath  a  just  claim  on  this 
State,  for  the  above  sum  of  3,258  dollars  in  specie,  and  that  the  treasurer  for  the  State,  ought  to  be  directed  to  pay 
the  same  to  him,  out  of  the  first  public  monies  that  may  be  in  his  hands. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  belonging  to  the  regiments  and  corps,  raised  for  the  particular  defence  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  have  suffered  great  inconveniences  by  the 
depreciation  of  their  pay,  and  the  arrearages  thereof  due  to  them,  as  well  as  of  the  deficiencies  of  clothing,  to  which 
they  are  entitled ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Henry,  Nicholas,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Holmes,  Pej'ton, 
Mayo  and  Banister;  that  they  do  examme  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  suspend  the  act,  '  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures 
!'rom  British  subjects;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  ui; Jer  their  consideration,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  bj'  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  tMs  committee.  That  all  the  public  arms  and  military  stores,  not  in  immedi- 
ate use,  ought  to  be  distributed  into  a  number  of  small  magazines,  so  situated  as  to  be  readily  drawn  into  service 
upon  occasion,  and  at  the  same  time  so  distant  from  navigation,  as  to  secure  them  from  any  sudden  incursion  of  the 
enemy;  and  that  the  Executive  do  take  order  for  the  distribution  and  security  of  the  said  public  arms  and  military 
stores,  agreeable  to  this  resolution,  reserving  1500  stand  of  the  said  arms,  to  be  distributed  in  the  eastern  parts  of 
ihis  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  encourage  the  importation  of  arms  and  ammunition  in  future,  the  salne  ought  not  to 
be  seized  or  impressed,  from  either  the  importers  or  purchasers,  on  any  account  or  pretence  whatsoever. 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 
|Ar         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  that  no  farther  payments  be  made,  or  accounts  au- 
dited, for  horses  impressed,  undl  the  further  order  of  tiie  Assembly.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Carter  Braxton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  William;  and 
Mr.  Nicholas  Hopson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg,  attended  in  custody  of  the  seijeant  at 
arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Carter  Braxton  and  Nicholas  Hopson,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  hill  "  for  farther 
continuing  the  act,  '  for  establishing  the  county  of  Illinois,  and  for  the  more  effectual  prolectioxi  and  defence  thereof," 
being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  II  o'clock. 
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TUESDAY,  December  4,   1781. 

The  House  being  inlbnued  thai  iMr.  Benjamin  Dulanej',  one  of  the  membei's  for  tiie  county  of  Fairfax,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  Benjamin  Dulaney  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

A  bill,  "  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects;"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "  to  oblige  such  counties  within  this  Commonwealth,  as  have  not  furnished  their  proportion  of  men  undei' 
the  respective  laws,  for  filling  this  States's  quota  of  continental  troops,  to  make  up  their  deficiencies;"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  the  third  Thursday  in  February  next; 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  being  informed,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Mathews,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arras ; 

Ordered.  That  the  said  Thomas  Mathews  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  George  Watkins,  and  Williams,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House, 
until  Monday  next. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Berkeley,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting 
forth,  that  they  conceive  the  laws  of  impress  were  impolitic  and  unjust,  and  when  delegated  to  the  Executive,  uncon- 
stitutional; that  they  have  been  greatly  distressed  by  the  execution  of  the  said  laws,  as  well  as  by  furnishing  supplies 
for  continental  purposes;  payment  for  which,  hath  been  withheld  from  them;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills,  on  the  resolutions 
for  calling  in  and  redeeming  the  paper  currency  now  in  circulation,  be  discharged  therefrom ;  and  that  the  said  reso- 
lutions be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cabell  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he   read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,      , 
where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  That  the  paper  money  of  this  State,  now  in  circulation,  ought  not  to  pass  current,  after  the 
day  of  except  in  taxes  now  due;  and  that  the  said  money  ought  to  be  then  called  in  and  burnt;  and 

that  the  treasurer  give  to  each  holder  of  the  said  money,  a  certificate  of  his  having  received  the  same,  at  an  exchange 
of  one  thousand  dollars  for  one,  which  said  certificates  shall  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum. 

Resolved,  That  certain  funds  ought  to  be  established  for  the  redemption  of  the  certificates  so  given,  in  seven  years; 
and  that  the  produce  of  the  said  funds  be  applied,  sacredly  to  the  said  purposes  of  paying  the  interest  and  principal 
aforesaid,  and  no  other. 

Resolved,  That  this  State's  quota  of  continental  money  now  out,  ought  to  be  called  in;  and  that  a  tax  be  laid 
for  that  purpose,  to  be  paid  in  the  said  money,  or  in  specie,  at  an  exchange  of  one  thoiisand  dollars  for  one;  and  that 
the  treasurer  be  directed  to  receive  the  same  for  land  warrants  at  the  same  rate,  now  paid  in  the  present  current  money 
of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  an  equitable  adjustment  be  made  with  the  holders  of  Loan  Ofiice  certificates,  which  have  not  been 
transferred,  so  as  to  give  them  the  value  of  the  money  at  first  advanced,  in  specie,  with  interest;  so  soon  as  the  cir- 
cuinstances  of  the  Commonwealth  will  permit. 

Resolved,  That  an  equitable  adjustment  be  inade  with  the  holders  of  Loan  Office  certificates,  which  have  been 
transferred,  so  as  to  give  them  the  true  value  of  such  certificates,  in  specie,  with  interest;  to  be  reckoned  according 
to  the  state  of  depreciation  at  the  time  of  the  last  transfer,  so  soon  as  the  circumstances  of  the  Commonwealth  will 
permit. 

The  first  and  second  resolutions,  were  severally  read  a  second  time ;  and  on  the  question  put  theretipon,  disagreed  ^ 
to  by  the  House.  "^ 

The  third,  fourth  and  fifth  resolutions  were  severallly  read  a  second  time ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brougiit  in  pursuant  to  the  3d,  4th  and  5th  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs. 
Cabell,  Henry,  Smith,  of  Essex,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  and  Nicholas  do  prepare  and  bring  in  tlie  same. 

Resdived,  That  this  House  will,  again  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  letters  from  General  Washington,  and 
♦he  Hon.  Major  General  Marquis  La  Fayette;  which  wer^  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  ^^ 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "for  far-  r* 
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ther  continuing  the  act,  for  establishing  the  county  of  Illinois,  and  '  for  the  more  efl'ectual  protection  and  defence  there- 
of," being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  5,  1781. 


A  petition  of  Anne  Thompson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  a  wounded  soldier  of 
General  Wayne's  brigade,  was  left  at  her  house,  and  remained  there,  to  the  great  expense  and  inconvenience  of  the 
petitioner,  five  months;  and  praying  to  be  made  compensation  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  secure  to  the  persons  who  derive  titles  to  lots,  lands  or  tene- 
ments, under  the  lottery,  or  under  a  deed  of  trust  of  the  late  William  Bird,  Esq.  a  permanent  fee  simple  estate  there- 
in ;  and  that  Messrs.  Southall,  Smith  of  Essex,  and  Nicholas,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Loudoun,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  were  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  labor  under  many  inconveniences  from  the  great  extent  of  their 
county ;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  divided  and  formed  into  two  distinct  counties,  agreeable  to  certain  boun- 
daries, therein  expressed. 

Also,  several  petitions  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  in 
opposition  thereto. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
next  session  of  Assembly; 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stevens  be  added  to  the  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  General  Clarke  were  referred ; 
and  Mr.  Patteson  to  the  committee  of  Trade. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills. ' 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Cabell,  Ronald,  Stith,  William  Moore,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Joel 
Watkins,  Bowdoin,  Southall,  Greene  and  Alexander. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  That  all  the  paper  money,  hitherto  issued  by  this  State,  be  called  in  on  or  belore  the  day  of 

1782. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  aforesaid  paper  money  be  funded  at  the  difference  of  one  thousand  for  one;  and  that  the 
fiolders  thereof  be  allowed  Loan  Office  certificates,  payable  in  specie,  with  interest,  on  or  before  the  day 

of  .  _  ._ 

Resolved,  That  laws  ought  to  be  established  for  the  equitable  adjustment  of  all  debts  and  contracts,  entered  into 
since  the  day  of  which  are  now  due  and  unsatisfied,  or  which  may  become  due  hereafter. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  where  partial  payments  have  been  made  in  current  money,  towards  the  discharge  of 
any  debts  or  contracts,  the  same  shall  not  be  reduced. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Cabell, 
Henry,  Meriwether  Smith,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Ronald,  Braxton  and  John  Page,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  again  lo-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  encouraging  the  importation  of  arms;  with  sev- 
eral amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
'  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Boone,  Greene  and  Swearingham,  be  added  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from 
General  Clarke  were  referred. 

Ordered,  That  the  couimiitee  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  have  power  to  send  for  any  books 
or  papers  from  the  auditor's  oflice,  wliich  they  may  deem  necessary  for  their  information. 

A  message  from  tiie  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — Tiie  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  for  adjusting  the  accounts  and  claim  of  William  Har- 
rison, with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
'f         The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Banister  reported,  from  tiie  committee  to  whom  tiie  petition  of  John  Gibson,  was  referred,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  petition  under  their  consideration,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "for  sus- 
pending the  operation  of  the  act,  'concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects;''  and  on  the  bill  "for 
further  continuing  the  act,  'for  establishing  the  county  of  Illinois,  and  for  the  more  effectual  protection  and  defence 
thereof,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  6,  1781. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  a  paper  of  instructions  to  the  delegates 
of  King  and  Queen  county;  and  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Newton,  Esq.  respecting  the  Cape  lands;  which 
were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  paper  of  instructions  to  the  delegates  of  King  and  Queen  county,  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Ordered,  That  the  Governor's  letter,  with  the  extract  of  Mr.  Newton's  letter,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  restoring  to  Robert  Baine  his  former  estate;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Southall  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  secure  to  persons  who  derive  titles  to  lots,  lands  or  tene- 
ments, under  the  lottery,  or  under  a  deed  of  trust,  of  the  late  William  Byrd,  Esq.  a  fee  simple  estate  therein;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have  been,  or  may  be  injured  by 
the  destruction  of  the  records  of  any  of  the  county  courts;"  and  that  Messrs.  Southall,  William  Moore,  Nicholas  and 
Banister,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same.  NA 

A  petition  of  William  Black,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  that  a  ferry  may  be  establishet^^ 
from  his  land  on  the  south  side  of  James  river,  to  the  public  landing  at  Rocketts,  on  the  north  side.  T^ 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cabell  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of, the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  wiiich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  first,  second  and  third  State  regiments,  the  State  garrison  regiment,  the  State 
artillery  regiment,  Clerk's  and  Crockett's  regiments,  and  Slaughter's  and  Rogers's  corps,  except  so  many  as  are  ne- 
cessary to  command  the  men  actually  in  service,  be  reduced. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  and  men  who  are  retained  in  service,  ought  to  be  consolidated  into  one  or  more  corps; 
and  that  as  the  enlistments  of  the  men  expire,  a  proportionable  reduction  ought  to  be  made  of  officers. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  State  quarter-masters  of  every  denomination  ;  and  all  commissaries,  either  of  purchases, 
issues,  or  belonging  to  a  county,  ought  to  be  dismissed ;  and  that  the  Executive  ought  to  appoint  a  quarter-master  and 
commissary,  for  the  remaining  troops.  ' 

Resolved,  That  the  Navy  department  ought  to  be  reduced. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay-master  general  of  the  navy  and  array  ought  to  be  dismissed. 

Resolved,  That  the  hospital  department  of  this  Stale  ought  to  be  discontinued  ;  that  the  regimental  surgeons  of 
the  corps  which  siiall  remain  in  service,  should  be  furnished  with  such  supplies  as  are  necessary  tor  taking  care  of 
their  sick  ;  and  that  a  competent  stock  of  hospital  stores  ought  to  be  provided  by  the  Executive,  to  answer  in  case  of 
emergency. 

Resolved,  That  any  surplus  of  provisions,  which  may  be  in  possession  of  the  State  quarter-masters  or  commis- 
saries, and  are  of  a  perishable  nature,  ought  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  similar  continental  departinents,  under  the 
direction  of  tiie  Executive,  and  proper  receipts  to  be  lodged  with  the  auditors,  taken  therefor 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs  Cabell,  Henrj', 
Meriwetjier  Smith,  Banister,  Nicholas,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  and  Southall,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  line,  in  continen- 
tal service  was  referred,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
8b 
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come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  iie  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  whole  pay  of  the  troops  be  made  good,  from  the  first 
of  January,  1777,  according  to  their  times  of  service. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  auditors,  well  acquainted  with  the  business  of  the  army,  be 
immediately  appointed,  for  the  express  purpose  of  liquidating  and  adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  line  in  continental  service;  and  that  certificates,  equal  to  specie,  be  given  individually  for  the  respec- 
tive balances. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  in  the  mean  time,  like  certificates  be  given  for  the  amount 
of  two  year's  pay,  to  all  oflicers  now  of  the  line,  who  were  in  service  prior  to  the  first  of  May,  1777  ;  and  to  those  who 
have  since  come  into  service,  similar  certificates  shall  issue  for  one  year,  provided  they  have  been  in  service  one  year. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  wages  of  the  oflicers  and  soldiers  in  future,  ought  to  be 
paid  once  in  every  quarter  of  a  year,  at  least. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  where  it  shall  appear  to  the  auditors,  that  from  captivity 
or  other  circumstances,  oflicers  had  sufficient  reasons  why  their  accounts  were  not  settled,  or  where  it  shall  be  mani- 
fested that  there  has  been  no  misapplication  on  their  part  of  the  public  monies,  which  may  have  been  in  their  hands; 
that  in  such  cases  no  depreciation  shall  be  charged ;  and  that  where  it  shall  be  made  to  appear,  that  officers  have  ad- 
vanced of  their  own  monies  for  the  public  service,  they  shall  be  allowed  the  depreciation. 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  tract  of  land  included  within  the  rivers  Mississippi, 
Ohio  and  Tennessee,  and  the  Carolina  line,  be  substituted  in  lieu  of  such  part  of  the  country  formerly  allotted  for  the 
troops,  which  has  been  since  taken  within  the  Carolina  boundary,  excluding  such  lands  as  are  actually  located  therein; 
and  the  several  apportionments  be  made  by  surveyors,  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  when  the  Executive  shall 
think  proper,  and  the  lands  be  appropriated  by  lot,  and  to  be  free  from  taxation  during  the  continuance  of  tlie  present 
war;  subject  liowever,  to  revert  to  the  State  on  resignation  or  forfeiture  of  commission  respectively. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  reduced  officers  on  half  pay  ouglit  to  be  eligible  as  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs.  Henrj',  Nicholas, 
Holmes,  Peyton,  Mayo,  Banister,  and  Taylor  of  Caroline,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  empower  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  appoint 
ii  deputy  on  the  western  waters;"  also,  to  the  resolution  respecting  the  accounts  of  Cyrus  Griffin,  Esquire.  And  then 
ne  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  reasonable  expenses  of  the  officers,  deputed  on  behalf  of  the  officers  of  this  State  in  the  con- 
tinental line,  to  attend  the  General  Assembly  on  the  subject  of  their  memorial,  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  public  trea- 
surer. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  v.'as,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  remove  the  suspension  of  the  Superior  Courts,  and  alter 
tiie  terms  of  holding  the  same;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Braxton  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Kee  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "to  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  the  act,  'concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects;"  and  also,  on  the  bill  "for 
further  continuing  the  act,  'for  establishing  the  county  of  Illinois,  and  for  the  more  effectual  protection  and  defence 
thereof;"  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofi"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  II  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  7,  1781. 


A  bill,  "for  restoring  to  Robert  Baine  his  former  estate;"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  secure  to  the  persons  who  derive  titles  to  lots,  lands  or  tenements,  under  the  lottery,  or  under  a  deed 
of  trust,  of  the  late  William  Byrd,  Esq.  a  fee  simple  estate  therein  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  tliird  time. 

A  bill,  "to  remove  the  suspension  of  the  Superior  Courts,  and  alter  the  terms  of  holding  the  same;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 
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Mr.  Nicholas  presented,  uceortliug  to  order,  a  bill  "to  empower  the  pro]nieiors  of  the  lead  mine;:,  to  v. ork  the 
same;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "for  dnii-liin,  the 
county  of  Bedford,"  was  recommitted,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their 
consideration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  lead  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  repeal  the  act,  'to  suppress  excessive  gaming;"- and  that 
Messrs.  Harrison  of  Prince  George,  Meriwether  Smith,  Morgan  and  Syme,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  tliem  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are 
as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Archibald  Gary,  praying  that  a  ferrv  may 
be  established  from  his  land  on  the  south  side  of  .James  River,  to  Steager's  Island  on  the  opposite  shore,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Black,  praying  that  a  ferry  may 
be  established  from  his  land  across  James  River,  to  the  public  landing  at  Rocketts,  on  the  opposite  shore,  is  reasonable. 

The  1st  resolution  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  2d  resolution  was  read  the  second  time ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  2d  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  bill,  "  to  prevent  the  impressment  of  horses,  wagons,  carts,  provisions,  grain  and  spirits ;''  was  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

A  petition  of  John  Meade,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  by  a  report  from  the  Senate 
to  this  House,  respecting  a  ciaira  of  the  petitioners  which  was  presented  to  a  former  Assembly  and  allowed,  and  in 
which  there  was  an  error,  he  is  injured  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  pounds ;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  the  said 
sum,  together  with  the  depreciation  thereupon. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Conner;  setting  forth,  that  he  received  a  wound  at  the  battle  of  Camden,  which  occa- 
sioned his  discharge  from  the  service,  and  disables  him  from  procuring  a  livelihood  by  labor;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Fayette,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth, 
that  they  have,  at  considerable  risk  and  expense,  established  a  settlement  at  Lexington  in  the  said  county,  and  laid  oft' 
a  town  there;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  established  a  town,   by  act  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
liie  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  That  a  Court  of  Claims  ought  to  be  hel  1  in  each  respective  county  throughout  the  State,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settling  and  adjusting  all  debts  which  may  be  due,  or  certificates  given,  for  the  property  impressed  or  purchased 
for  the  u^e  of  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  a  return  of  the  same,  be  made  through  the  Executive,  to  the  next  General  Assembly,  in  order 
that  ways  and  means  may  be  adopted  for  the  payment  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Banis- 
ter, Stevens,  Henry,  Eppes  and  Nathaniel  Harrison,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  again  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  sums  of  monej',  and  the  quantities  of  spe- 
cifics that  may  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  civil  government,  and  all  other  expenses  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  that 
such  committee  report  to  this  House  their  opinion  also  of  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  mode  of  raising  such  sup- 
plies. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Henry,  Cabell,  Meriwether  Smith,  Banister,  Ronald,  Talbot,  Taylor 
of  Caroline,  Page,  Nicholas,  Nathaniel  Harrison,  Johnson,  William  Moore,  Southall  and  Andrew  Moore. 

Ordered,  That  five  of  the  said  committee  be  a  sufiicient  number  to  proceed  to  business. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "to  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  the  act,  '  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects ;"  and  also,  on  the  bill  "  for 
further  continuing  the  act,  'for  establishing  the  county  of  Illinois,  and  for  the  more  effectual  protection  and  defence 
thereof;"  being  read, 
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Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-moi-rovv,  12  o'clock 


SATURDAY,  December  23,   1781. 


A  member  returned  on  a  new  writ,  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  secure  to  the  persons  who  derive  titles  to  lands,  lots,  or  tenements,  under  the  lottery,  or  un-* 
der  a  deed  of  trust,  of  the  late  William  Byrd,  Esq.  a  fee  simple  estate  therein ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  secure  to  the  persons  who  derive  titles  to  lots, 
lands,  or  tenements,  under  the  lottery,  or  under  a  deed  of  trust,  of  the  late  William  Byrd,  Esq.  a  fee  simple  estate 

therein."  ,   ,    .       ,    • 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desu-e  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  restoring  to  Robert  Baine  his  former  estate;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made^  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Bedford;"   was  read  the  third   time,  and  the  blanks  thereiu 

filled  up.  r  T>  J 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  dividing  the  county  of  Bedford," 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  empower  the  proprietors  of  the  lead  mines  to  work  the  same;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  the  reduction  of  the  military  and  naval  ar- 
ranc^ements  of  this  State;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
A  petition  of  John  Conner,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  made  considerable 
advances  for  the  service  of  this  State,  in  the  Illinois  and  western  country ;  that  in  part  for  one  claim,  he  has  received 
a  sum  of  paper  money  in  a  depreciated  state,  which  at  the  time  of  receiving  it,  he  was  not  aware  of,  whereby  he  has 
sustained  considerable  injury;   that  his  other  claims  are  yet  unsatisfied;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Morgan ;  setting  forth,  that  at  the  defeat  of  Col.  Buford  to  the  southward,  he  received 
several  wounds,  which  have  disabled  him  from  procuring  a  livelihood  by  labor;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Samuel  Godwin,  administrator  of  Thomas  Fisher,  deceased;  setting  forth,  that  the  said  Fisher 
was  a  volunteer  of  the  Chesterfield  militia,  and  fell  opposing  the  enemy  near  Manchester,  leaving  them  in  possession 
of  his  horse  and  accoutrements;  and  praying  that  the  heir  of  the  said  Fisher,  may  be  made  compensation  for  the  said 
horse  and  accoutrements. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Branch ;  setting  forth,  that  on  the  approach  of  the  British  army  to  Petersburg,  he 
furnished  a  horse  for  the  service  of  the  cavalry,  which  was  disabled  therein;  and  praying  to  be  made  compensation 
for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  lo  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  and  borongh  of  Norfolk,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read:  setting  forth,  that  the  losses  they  have  sustained  by  the  depredations  of  the 
enemy,  will,  they  fear,  render  them  unable  to  pay  the  usual  taxes  for  the  support  of  government;  and  praying 
relief. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  William  Bower;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  attack  of  the  enemy  at  Jamestown,  he  command- 
ed a  rifle  battalion,  and  was  taken  prisoner;  that  a  number  of  the  men  of  his  command  furnished  their  own  horses 
for  the  service,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  government,  several  of  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  that  he  is 
not  exchanged;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  emoluments  of  a  continental  officer  in  the  like  situation  ;  and 
that  such  of  the  men  under  his  command  who  lost  tiieir  horses,  may  be  paid  for  the  same. 

Ordered,   That  die  said  petition  and  memorial,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 
A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resoltitiou : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  150/.  specie,  be  laid  out  by  the  State  agent,  in  the  purchase  of  such  necessary  house- 
hold stuff  for  the  use  of  the  Governor's  house,  as  the  Governor  shall  direct. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  IMr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  public  printer,  on  the  subject  of  publishing  a  weekly 
paper  of  intelligence,  and  to  report  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  John  Page,  John  Scasbrooke  Wells,  Russell, 
Dulaney,  and  Meriwether  Smith. 

Mr.  Banister  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  John  Gibson,  was  recommitted,  that  the  com- 


33 

mittee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  thereupon  come  to  sevej 
solutions,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  icau. 
and  are  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  five  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  nine  pence, 
advanced  by  the  petitioner  to  Brigadier  General  George  Rogers  Clarke,  for  the  public  use,  ought  to  be  paid  him, 
with  interest  from  the  time  the  same  became  due ;  and  that  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the  same,  as  soon  as  he 
shall  have  in  his  hands  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Gibson,  be  allowed  his  reasonable  expenses  in  travelling  to  and  from  the  Assem- 
bly, on  this  business ;  and  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  do  settle  and  ascertain  the  same. 

The  first  resolution  was  read  the  second  time ; 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  resolution  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words 
"  is  reasonable,"  and  inserting  the  words  "  be  rejected," 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  said  resolution,  with  the  amendment,  was  theu  again  read ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  second  and  third  resolutions,  were  severally  read  a  second  time ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disa- 
greed to  by  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bill  "  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  'concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from 
British  subjects;"  and  on  the  bill  "  for  further  continuing  the  act,  '  for  establishing  the  county  of  Illinois,  and  for  the 
more  effectual  protection  and  defence  thereof;"  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  Monday. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday,  12  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  10,  1781. 


A  bill,  "  for  reduction  of  the  military  and  naval  arrangements  of  this  State ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Southall  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have  been  or  may  be  injured 
by  the  destruction  of  the  records  of  coiuity  courts ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "  to  amend  '  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  for  giving  further  time  to 
obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  tlie  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read, 
amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
praying  to  be  relieved  from  paying  the  usual  taxes,  necessary  for  the  support  of  government,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  William  Bowyer,  praying  that 
he  may  be  allowed  the  same  advantages  as  continental  officers,  whilst  he  continues  a  prisoner  upon  parole,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  commttir".  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  compen- 
sation may  be  made  for  the  horses,  taken  into  public  service  by  order  of  government,  in  the  county  of  Augusta,  to 
■  mount  the  militia  thereof,  and  which  were  lost  in  the  service,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  like  proceedings  be  had  for 
adjusting  the  same,  as  shall  be  provided  in  cases  of  impressment. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  public  printer,  on  the  subject  of  publishing  a  weekly 
paper  of  intelligence,  be  discharged  therefrom. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  suspend  the  operation  of  '  an  act,  to  enable  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes  ;"  and  that  Mr.  Nicholas 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  being  informed,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Newton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk;  and  Mr. 
James  Innes,  member  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was 
good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Wednesday  the  28th  ultimo. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Newton  and  Jain^s  Innes,  b-'  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented,   according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  suspend  the  operation  of  'an  act,  to  enable  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes;"  and   the  same  was  re- 
ceived and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
9  b 
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Ordered,  Thai  Mr.  Innes  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  and  Messrs.  Jefferson  and  Arthnr  Lee,  to  the  com. 
mittce  of  supply  and  finance. 

A  petition  and  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince  William,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  stating  that  they  labor  under  divers  grievances  which  have  proceed- 
ed from  the  several  acts  of  the  I/egislature,  vesting  extraordinary  powers  in  the  Execntivc ;  authorising  impresses,  lay- 
ing an  embargo,  and  making;  the  paper  money  a  legal  tender;  that  under  the  former  acts  the  greatest  violation  and 
abuse  of  power  has  taken  place ;  and  the  late  Governor,  assuming  a  dispensing  power  over  the  laws,  and  disregarding 
their  necessary  and  positive  restraints,  issued  his  warrants  without  the  advice  of  Council,  authorising  impresses  with- 
out any  limitation  of  kind,  ;;■  Mitity  or  proportion,  other  than  the  arbitrary  will  and  pleasure  of  thi>  persons  to  whom 
theyVere  directed;  which  ti  v  consider  as  of  the  most  dangerous  and  fatal  tendency,  sappnig  the  founduuon  of  the 
Commoutt'calth,  and  the  rigius  and  liberties  of  the  people;  subversive  of  all  order  and  regularity,  and  opening  a  door 
to  fraud,  partiality,  private  pc 'indice,  injustice  and  oppression.  That  tliey  are  also  informed  the  said  Governor  pro- 
hibited the  purchase  of  provi-iiMis  for  the  supply  of  the  French  troops,  choosing  rather  to  supply  them  by  seizure: 
thus  distressing  the  people,  paid  preventing  the  circulation  of  a  considerable  sum  in  specie.  That  (he  embargo  law, 
by  preventing  the  sale  of  thi'  commodities  of  the  countrj',  tends  to  the  discouragement  of  industry  and  the  impover- 
ishment of  the  people.  That  the  tender  laws,  have  produced  great  and  numerous  evils,  stained  the  national  character; 
and,  by  encouraging  knavery  and  legalizing  fraud,  have  corrupted  and  depraved  the  morals  of  the  people.  And  pray- 
ing that  the  several  laws  complained  of,  may  be  amended  or  rope-iled;  and  such  other  measures  adopted  in  the  premi- 
ses, as  the  General  Assembly  shall  judge  most  conducive  to  tl^e  permanent  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  people. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  and  remonstrance  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  petition  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of  the  town  of  Richmond,  was  presented  to  tlie  House,  and  read;  setting 
forth,  that  an  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Rockett's  landing  near  the  said  town,  would  be  «f  great  advantage  to  the  trade 
thereof,  as  well  as  of  general  public  utility ;  and  praying  that  such  an  inspection  "may  be  established. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Richard  Evers  Lee,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  one-fourth 
owner  of  the  sloop  Warwick,  which  was  burnt  at  Osborne's  on  the  approach  of  the  British  in  the  month  of  June  last; 
that  the  said  vessel  was  burnt  by  the  orders  of  Baron  Steuben  and  Commodor-e  Lewis,  for  the  security  of  die  trading 
fleet,  then  at  that  place;  and  praying  to  be  made  compensation  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and  also,  on  the  bills  "to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  'concerning  esclieats  and  forfeitures  from 
British  subjects;"  "for  further  continuing  the  act  'for  estahlishing  the  county  of  Illinois  and  for  the  more  eflectual  pro- 
tection and  defence  thereof;"  "to  remove  the  suspension  of  the  Superior  Courts,  and  alter  the  terms  of  holding  the 
same;"  and,  "to  prevent  the  impressment  of  horses,  wagons,  carts,  provisions,  grain  and  spirits:"  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  11,   1781. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  Major  General  Green,  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  bill,  "for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have  been  or  may  be  injured  by  the  destruction  of  the  records  of  county 
courts;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Southall,  William  Moore,  Nicholas  and 
Banister. 

A  bill,  "  for  farther  continuing  '  an  act,  for  giving  farther  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emp- 
tion  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  bill,  "  to  suspend  the  operation  of  '  an  act,  to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  levy  a  duty  on  cer- 
tain goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  made, 

It  being  represented  that  there  is  good  ground  to  suspect  that  a  sheriff  of  Frederick  county,  hatli  transferred  a 
large  number  of  certificates  for  provisions  taken  by  the  commissioners  of  the  provision  law,  Vvith  design  to  obtain  th? 
interest  and  depreciation  allowed  by  law,  although  it  is  suggested  they  were  paid  in  taxes; 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  matter  aforesaid,  and  report  their  proceedings  t« 
ihe  House.  , 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Henry,  Strother,  Mathews,  Holmes,  Nicholas  and  Stevens. 
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Mr.  Banister  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  General  Clarke's  letters  and  to  confer  with 
Major  Crittendon,  that  the  committee  liad,  according  to  order,  examined  the  same  and  conferred  with  sundry  persons 
acquainted  witii  the  subject  contained  in  the  said  letters,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  re^vd  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  tlie  House,  a.;  followeth : 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  several  persons  who  have  conferred  with  your  committee,  that  the  country  of  Kentucky  is 
in  the  greatest  danger  of  being  annoyed  if  not  totally  subjugated  by  the  British  and  Indians  from  Detroit  and  the 
tribes  between  that  post  a'nd  the  Ohio,  if  an  expedition  is  not  carried  on  against  them  early  in  the  Spring:  that  tiie 
force  requisite  for  this  purpose  would  be  two  thousand  men.  That  if  diis  oflensive  operation  could  be  carried  into  ex- 
ecution it  would  secure  to  us  the  amity  and  attachment  of  a  great  number  of  Indians,  who  would  act  in  conjunction 
with  us;  but  if  neglected  they  will  act  against  us  in  great  force.  That  the  consequence  would  be  fatal  to  our  inter- 
est in  that  country,  as  the  people  must  either  desert  it  or  submit  to  British  government;  that  an  expedition  against 
Detroit,  would  require  nine  hundred  pack  liorses,  at  ten  pounds  each,  besides  those  already  in  the  country,  computed 
to  be  one  hundred;  twelve  thousand  weight  of  powder,  and  twenty-four  thousand  weight  of  lead.  That  besides  the 
tlour  now  on  hand,  four  thousand  bushels  of  corn  would  be  reijuired,  which  might  be  obtained  for  four  hundred 
pounds  specie.  That  the  distance  from  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  to  the  object  in  view  is  between  three  and  four  imn- 
dred  raiVes.  That  of  the  supplies  necessary,  should  the  expedition  be  judged  practicable,  there  are  on  hand  two  hun- 
dred tJiousand  pounds  of  flour  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  eight  thousand  weight  of  powder,  sixteen  hundred  weight  of 
lead  and  from  six  to  eight  hundred  bushels  of  salt.  This  being  a  summary  of  inquiries  respecting  an  oflensive  opera- 
tion against  Detroit,  your  eomndttoe  proceeded  to  examine  into  the  nature  and  extent  of  a  defensive  war  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  country,  vvhicii  your  committee  beg  leave  also  to  report  specially,  as  follows: 

That  it  appeared  from  concurrent  opinions  of  other  persons  acquainted  with  the  country,  that  it  might  be  defended 
uy  keeping  up  garrisons  at  the  following  posts:  the  falls  of  Ohio,  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river,  the  mouth  of  Lick- 
ing creek,  and  at  the  mouth  of  Li;ne  Stone  creek.  That  the  defence  of  these  posts  would  require  six  or  seven  hun- 
dred men,  and  two  gun  boats  at  each  of  the  posts,  which  might  be  manned  from  the  respective  garrisons ;  and  thus  sup- 
ported, the  inhabitants  would  be  enabled  to  defend  themselves  against  the  incursions  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  occa- 
sionally to  attack  them.  That  the  distance  of  the  falls  to  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river  is  seventy-five  miles  by  water; 
from  thence  to  the  mouth  of  Licking  creek,  one  hundred  miles;  and  from  tiience  to  the  mouth  of  Lime  Stone  creek, 
one  hundred  and  ten  miles.  That  the  gun  boats  will  be  a  great  means  of  preventing  the  Indians  from  crossing  the 
Ohio  and  attacking  the  posts  or  the  inhabitants  on  the  river.  It  farther  appears  to  your  committee,  that  there  is  a 
great  prospect  of  increasing  population  in  that  country  from  the  late  emigrations  to  it;  and  tltat  this  circumstance 
may  lessen  the  necessitv  of  so  large  a  force  as  is  above  stated. 

Whereupon,  your  committee  came  to  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  proposed  expedition  against  Detroit,  ought  not  for 
the  present  to  be  attempted. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  rommittee,  That  some  plan  of  defence  ought  to  be  adopted  for  the  security 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  residing  in  Kentucky;  and  that  the  Executive  do,  from  time  to  time,  take  such  mea- 
sures, for  that  purpose,  as  circumstances  may  admit. 

Resolved,  that  il  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  Major  Crittendon,  ought  to  be  allowed  his  reason- 
able expenses  in  attending  the  Assembly  on  this  business,  as  well  as  his  travelling  expenses;  and  that  the  auditors  of 
public  accounts  do  settle  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Richmond,  King  George  and  Westmore^ 
laud,  which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stith  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  of  General  Clarke's  regiment,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth, 
that  a  certain  quantity  of  land  was  reserved  to  be  distributed  amongst  them,  in  the  cession  made  by  this  State  to  the       \    ,/ 
United  States;  that  Congress  having  refused  that  cession,  they  are  apprehensive  a  future  Assembly  inay  repeal  the        *^ 
same,  and  deprive  them  of  the  benefit  thereof;  and  praying  that  an  equal  quantity  of  land  may  be  now  assigned  them. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  merchants  and  traders  of  the  town  of  Richmond,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, in  opposition  to  a  petition  of  sundry  other  merchants  and  traders  of  the  said  town,  praying  that  an  inspection 
for  tobacco  may  be  established  at  Rockett's  landing. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  persons,  suflerers  in  General  Arnold's  expedition  to  the  town  of  Richmond,  in  the  month  of 
January  last,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setung  forth,  that  certain 
houses  belonging  to  the  petitioners  in  the  town  of  Richmond,  which  were  taken  and  occupied  by  the  public  previous 
to  the  said  invasion,  were  burnt  by  the  enemy  fbr  that  reason  ;  and  praying  to  be  paid  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  tile  reduction  of  the  military  and  naval  arrangements  of  this  State;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
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under  their  consideration,  and  gone  througli  the  same,  and  made  several  amenaments  thereto,  whidi  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  toby  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  information  respecting  John  Hopkins,  be  discharged 
therefrom,  and  that  the  resolutions  of  the  19th  and  20th  of  last  month,  containing  the  proceedings  thereupon,  as 
transcending  the  powers  of  this  House,  be  rescinded. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and  also,  on  the  bills  "to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  '  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from 
British  subjects;"  "for  further  continuing  the  act  for  establishing  the  county  of  Illinois,  and  for  the  more  effectual 
protection  and  defence  thereof;"  "  to  remove  the  suspension  of  the  Superior  Courts,  and  alter  the  tej-ms  of  holding 
the  same;"  and  "  to  prevent  the  impressmentof  horses,  wagons,  carts,  provisions,  grain  and  spirits;"  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  lill  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morro«,  12  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  12,   1781. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "for  the  reduction  of  the  military  and  naval  arrangements  of  this  State,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  for  the  reduction  of  the  military  and  naval  ar- 
rangements of  this  State." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  suspend  ihe  operation  of  an  act,  'to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  levy  a 
duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass  ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  '  to  suspend  the  operation  of  an  act,  '  to  enable 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  several 
petitions  to  them  referred  under  their  consideration,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Strother  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  engrossed  bill,  "for 
restoring  to  Robert  Baine  his  former  estate,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  restoring  to  Robert  Baine,  his  former  estate;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks 
therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  restoring  to  Robert  Baine,  his  former  estate." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strother  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Southall  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tiie  bill,  "  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have 
been  or  may  be  injured  by  the  destruction  of  the  records  of  county  courts,"  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der, had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Newton  and  Preston  Eowdoin,  executors  of  Robert  Tucker,  deceased,  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  a  piece  of  land  belonging  to  the  estate  of  their  testator,  was  taken  for  the  pub- 
lic use,  and  fortifications  erected  thereon,  for  the  defence  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth;  and  praying  that  the  said  estate 
may  be  compensated  for  the  damage  done  thereto. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  King;  setting  fbrtli,  that  he  received  several  wounds  at  the  defeat  of  Col.  Buford,  which 
disables  him  from  procuring  a  livelihood  by  labor;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Trabue  ;  setting  forth,  tliat  he  was  a  purchasing  commissary  for  the  public  in  the  county 
of  Kentucky,  in  the  year  1780,  and  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy,  together  with  his  papers ;  that  the  people  of  whom 
he  purchased,  will  be  great  suflerers  in  their  claims,  unless  allowed  the  depreciation  upon  the  certificates  given  by  hiin 
since  his  releasement  from  captivity ;  and  praying  that  such  depreciation  may  be  allowed  on  all  such  claims. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  tiiat  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  tliereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Solicitor  General  ought  to  be  directed  to  give  to  Jolni  Poage,  late  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Augusta,  a  full  acquittance  against  a  judgment  entered  in  the  General  Court  against  him  for  thirty-five  thousand 
three  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds  five  shillings,  as  sherifi',  upon  his  paying  that  sum  into  the  public  treasury  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  March,    1782,  witliout  interest,  depreciation,  or  damages. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry,  do  carry  the  resolution  (o  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  have  leave  to  be  absent  iVoui  the  service  of  this  House,  for  tiic  reniaiii- 
der  of"  the  session. 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  State  battalions  and  corps, 
was  referred,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration  and  had  come  to 
several  resolutions  thereupon,  wliicli  he  read  in  his  place,  and  af  erwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  (hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  officers  of  the  State  battalions  and  corps,  are  entitled 
to  half  pay  during  life,  to  commence  from  the  termination  of  their  commands  in  the  said  battalions  and.  corps,  on 
their  becoming  supernumeraries  from  the  reductionof  the  battalions  and  corps  to  which  they  belong;  subject  however, 
to  be  called  upon  to  take  command  in  the  same  or  higher  rank,  and  to  the  forfeiture  of  their  pay,  on  refusing  to  take 
command  when  thereunto  required. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  a  return  of  all  the  State  officers  ought  to  be  made  to  the 
next  Assembly,  wherein  the  corps,  the  rank  of  each  officer,  the  date  of  his  commission,  the  number  of  men  at  first  raised 
in  each  corps,  the  number  of  men  when  reduced,  and  time  when  reduced,  is  particularly  specified  by  the  Execu- 
tive; and  in  which  the  Executive  are  to  set  on  foot  proper  inquiries  to  discriminate  such  officers  as  by  unworthy  con- 
duct, or  bj-  any  means  whatever,  be  thought  unfit  to  be  considered  as  entitled  to  half  paj'. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  whole  pay  of  the  State  troops  be  made  good,  from  the 
first  of  January,  1777,  according  to  their  times  of  service;  and  that  the  auditors  be  directed  to  liquidate  and  adjust 
immediately,  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State  battalions  and  corps;  and  that  certificates  equal  to 
specie,  be  given  immediately,  for  the  respective  balances. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  bounty  of  land  given  to  the  officers  of  the  Virginia 
line,  in  continental  service,  and  the  regulations  for  the  surveying  and  appropriating  the  same,  ought  to  be  extended  to 
the  State  officers. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  State  officers,  reduced  and  on  half  pay,  ought  to  be  eli- 
gible as  members  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  State  cavalry,  is  entitled  to  the  same  indulgencies  and 
advantages  as  the  infantry,  and  on  the  same  terms. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  same  allowance  should  be  made  to  the  State  officers, 
that  have  attended  on  this  Assembly  on  the  business  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State,  for  their  expenses,  that 
is  made  to  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  continental  line,   attending  the  business  of  that  line. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  State  officers  who  are  in  actual  service,  ought  to  re- 
reive  the  same  advances  of  pay  for  their  present  relief,  as  the  officers  on  continental  service. 

The  first  resolution  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  second  and  third  resolutions,  were  severally  read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th  and  8th  resolutions;  and 
that  Messrs.  Henry,  Nicholas,  Holmes,  Banister,  Peyton,  Mayo,  and  Taylor  of  Caroline,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same. 

Mr.  Banister  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  state  any  charges  and  receive  such  information  as  might 
be  otrered,  respecting  the  administration  of  the  late  Executive;  that  the  committee  did,  according  to  order,  convene 
for  that  purpose,  and  no  information  being  oflered  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  inquiry,  except  that  some  rumors 
prevailed,  which  appeared  to  the  committee  to  have  been  the  cause  of  the  original  order  of  the  12th  of  June,  direct- 
ing the  said  inquiry;  that  the  committee  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
loweth : 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  rumors  were  groundless. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  General  Assembly  be  given  to  our  former  Governor,  Thomas  Jeflerson, 
Esq.  for  his  impartial,  upright,  and  attentive  administration  of  the  powers  of  the  Executive,  whilst  in  office ;  popular 
rumors  gaining  some  degree  of  credence,  by  more  pointed  accusations,  rendered  it  necessary  to  make  an  inquiry  into 
his  conduct,  and  delayed  that  retribution  of  public  gratitude,  so  eminently  merited ;  but  that  conduct  having  become 
the  object  of  open  scrutiny,  tenfold  value  is  added  to  an  approbation,  founded  on  a  cool  and  deliberate  discussion. 
The  Assembly  wish  therefore,  in  the  strongest  manner,  to  declare  the  high  opinion  which  they  entertain  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's ability,  rectitude  and  integrity,  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth;  and  mean  by  thus  publicly  avo»v- 
ing  their  opinion,  to  obviate  all  future,  and  to  remove  all  former,  unmerited  censure. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
nemine  contra  dicente. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Talbot  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Benjamin  Harrison,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham,  ut- 
10  b 
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1  custody  of  the  serjeaflt  at  arms,  and  iliat  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  tlie  House  was 
\r  on  Wednesday  the  28lh  ultuno, 

\red,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Harrison  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees, 
lie  House  being  informed,  that  Mr.  Robert  Cravens,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham,  at- 
tended in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Robert  Cravens  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 
On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Mr.  John  Hopkins,  as  commissioner  of 
continental  loans,  respecting  a  malfeasance  of  office,  charged  against  him. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Ronald,  Strother,  Arthur  Lee,  Henry  and  Travis. 
The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act '  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  Brit- 
ish subjects ;"  "  for  further  continuing  the  act  for  establishing  the  county  of  Illinois,  and  for  the  more  eflectual  protec- 
tion and  defence  thereof;"  "  to  remove  the  suspension  of  the  Superior  Courts,  and  alter  the  terms  of  holding  the  same  :'' 
and  "  to  prevent  the  impressment  of  horses,  wagons,  carts,  provisions,  grain  and  spirits;"  being  read, 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  13,    1781. 


The  orders  of  the  day,  tor  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealtii ;  and  also  on  the  bills  "  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  '  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from 
British  subjects;"  "  for  further  continuing  the  act,  '  for  establishing  the  county  of  Illinois,  and  for  the  more  effectual 
protection  and  defence  thereof;"  "to  remove  the  suspension  of  the  Superior  Courts,  and  alter  the  terms  of  holding 
the  same;"  and  "to  prevent  the  impressment  of  horses,  wagons,  carts,  provisions,  grain  and  spirits;"  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


s/ 


FRIDAY,  December  14,   1781. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have  been  or  may  be  injured  by  the  destruction  of  the  records 
of  county  courts,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  tiie  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  "That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have  been  or  may 
be  injured  by  the  destruction  of  the  records  of  county  courts." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  carry  the  hill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cabell  h^ve  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  the  first  of  January  next ; 
Mr.  Nicholas,  until  Thursday  se'nnight;  and  Mr.  Saunders,  until  Wednesday  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Trade,  be  discharged  from  proceeding  on  the  petition  of  James  Francis  Co- 
nan,  to  them  referred. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  John  Kinkeade,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice 
read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Kinkeade,  praying  compensa- 
tion may  be  made  him  for  his  trouble  in  superintending  the  opening  a  road  through  the  Cumberland  mountains,  is 
reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  be  allowed  the  sum  of  25/.  specie. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  memorial  of  Daniel  Clarke,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  advanced  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money  for  the  western  service,  to  the  agent  of  this  State,  in  diat  department;  tiiat  by  orders  from  the 
Executive,  Mr.  Ross,  the  agent  of  trade,  hath  accepted  to  pay  jiart  of  the  said  claim  in  tobacco,  at  a  price  greatly  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  memorialist;  that  neither  the  said  acceptance,  nor  any  part  of  the  said  claim  is  yet  piid;  and 
praying  that  tlie  conditional  acceptance  aforesaid  may  be  done  away;  and  that  this  House  will  cause  an  acceptance  to 
be  made  absolute  and  unconditional,  payable  at  a  future  day,  with  interest. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Daniel  Clarke,  on  behalf  of  Oliver  Pollock,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Joint  M'Millian;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1777,  he  had  a  wagon  and  team  impressed 
into  the  public  service,  out  of  which  three  of  the  horses  were  stolen,  having  been  previously  appraised;  and  praying 
to  be  paid  for  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Elisha  Williams ;  setting  fordi,  that  on  the  29lh  of  April  last,  about  1 1  o'clock  at  night,  near 
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Richmond,  a  centinel  belonging  to  General  Nelson's  bi-igarle  of  militia,  shot  dead  the  only  liorse  belonging  to  the  pe- 
titioner; and  praying  to  be  paid  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  b}'  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  tiie  resolution,  for  expending  a  sum  of  money  in  furniture  for  the 
use  of  the  Governor's  house,  with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then  he 
mthdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment ;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to.  1^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Montgomery,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  by  an  ex-parle  hearing  before  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
they  are  deprived  of  certain  lands,  which,  agreeable  to  the  late  land  laws,  they  conceive  themselves  entitled  to ;  and 
praying  that  the  land  law  may  be  amended,  so  as  to  give  the  commissioners  of  the  district  a  power  to  hear  and  deter 
mine  in  all  such  cases. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Inglis,  to  the  same  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Lincoln,  Fayette  and  Jefferson,  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  from  their  detached  and  remote  situation,  they  do  not  participate  of  the  common  bene- 
fits of  government ;  and  praying  that  such  provision  may  be  made  for  their  future  good  government,  as  shall  seem 
best  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith,  Jefferson,  Banister,  Arthur  Lee,  Henry,  Swear- 
ingham,  Greene,  Ronald,  Carter,  John  Page,  and  Innes ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  their  opijiion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mathews  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  and  Mr.  Saunders,  to  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  '  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects ;"  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto ; 

And  then  the  question  being  put,  that  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  further  continuing  the  act,  'for  establishing  ihe  county  of  Illinois,  and  for  the  more  effectual  protection  and  de- 
fence thereof;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  reported,  that 
the  committee  iiad,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and 
made  no  amendment  thereto. 

And  then  the  question  being  put,  that  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Wednesday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  re.iolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  prevent  the  impressment  of  horses,  wagons,  carts,  provisions,  grain  and  spirits  ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

And  then  the  question  being  put  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time, 

It  passed  in  tlie  negative, 

Resolved,  That  the  bi'l  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Harrison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "to  repeal  the  act  to  suppress  excessive  gaming;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Henry  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "to  adjust  and  regulate  the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  this  Slate  on  continental  establishment ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill,  "to 
remove  the  sn>-ppnsirn  of  the  SuperiorCourts,and  alter  the  terms  of  holding  the  s:nne  ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  tiierein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Banister  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
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bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  some  progress  therein,  bin  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  di- 
rected him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  again  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House^  on  the  said 
bill. 

A  bill,  "to  repeal  the  act,  'to  suppress  excessive  gaming;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  commit- 
ted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Com- 
monwealth ;  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  15,   1781. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  delegates  of  this  State  in 
Congress;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Boone  be  added  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties 
of  Lincoln,  Fayette  and  Jefferson,  was  referred. 

A  bill,  "  to  adjust  and  regulate  the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  this  State  on  con- 
tinental establishment ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Cabell  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  accounts  of  the  honorable  Meriwether  Smith,  Esq.  whilst 
delegate  from  this  State  to  Congress,  were  referred,  that  the  committee  had  according  to  order,  examined  the  same, 
and  had  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  that  Meriwether  Smith,  Esq.  on  the  18tli  of  December,  1799,  settled  an  account  at  the  auditor's  of- 
Jice,  on  which  be  states  a  balance  due  to  himself  of  3, 740Z.  Ss.  Id.,  which  sum  it  appears  the  said  Meriwether  Smith  had 
advanced  for  his  expenses  whilst  in  the  delegation,  and  that  he  obtained  a  warrant  from  tiie  Auditor's  on  the  Treasu- 
rer for  the  said  sum  of  3,740/.  Ss.ld.,  without  any  allowance  for  depreciation  or  interest.  It  appears  that  the  said  Me- 
riwether Smith,  on  the  29th  of  September,  1779,  when  about  to  leave  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  return  to  this  State, 
being  in  want  of  money  to  buy  horses,  and  defray  his  travelling  expenses,  took  up  from  the  Virginia  delegates  then  at 
Philadelphia,  the  sum  of  28,226  2-3  paper  dollars  ;  and  that  it  was  left  to  his  option  either  to  settle  the  said  money  with 
the  treasurer  of  this  State,  or  witli  the  said  delegates,  as  might  be  most  agreeable  to  himself. 

It  farther  appears,  that  the  said  Meriwether  Smith  meant  and  intended  to  remit  the  said  25,225  2-3  dollars  to  the 
delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress,  but  being  prevented  from  several  circumstances  to  make  such  remittance,  he  on 
the  4th  of  September,  1780,  when  about  to  return  to  Congress,  made  himself  debtor  in  account  with  the  Auditors  for 
the  said  28,225  2-3  paper  dollars,  and  all  interest  and  depreciation  on  the  said  money  whilst  in  hands,  and  agreed  to 
credit  the  State  for  the  same  as  so  much  advanced  him  on  account,  to  bear  his  expenses  on  the  new  delegation. 

It  appears  that  the  said  28,225  2-3  paper  dollars,  at  the  time  the  said  Meriwether  Smith  received  the  same,  were 
of  the  value  of  352/.  I65.  5d.  Virginia  currency  in  specie,  calculated  by  a  scale  of  depreciation  adopted  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania ;  and  that  the  interest  thereon,  during  the  time  the  said  money  was  in  his  hands,  viz  :  from  Sep- 
tember the  29th,  1799,  to  November  the  1st,  1780,  at  the  rate  of  (3  per  cent,  per  annum,  amounts  to  22/.  IBs.  7  l-4(/., 
which  sums,  principal  and  interest,  being  375/.  15s.  0  l-4ft'.  in  specie,  the  said  Meriwether  Smidi  places  in  account  to 
the  credit  of  the  State,  as  so  much  advanced  him  to  pay  his  expenses  in  the  new  delegation,  and  for  which  sum  he  is 
accountable. 

Your  committee  having  carefully  adverted  to  all  the  circumstances  above-stated,  and  having  examined  the  ac- 
counts and  original  papers  to  them  referred,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  said  Meriwether  Smith's  conduct  throughout  the 
whole  transaction  has  been  fair  and  open,  and  that  no  intention  has  been  manifested  to  injure  the  public  in  any  man- 
ner whatever. 

Resolved  therefore,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  thousand  two  hundred  and 
•fwenty-five  and  two  thirds  paper  dollars,  and  the  interest  thereon  from  the  twenty-ninth  of  September  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  to  the  first  of  November  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eiglity,  ought  to  be  re- 
duced to  specie,  and  charged  to  the  said  jMeriwctlier  Smith,  Es(].  valued  tlnee  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds  fif- 
teen shillings  and  one  farthing  in  specie,  as  so  much  advanced  him,  and  to  be  deducted  from  any  charge  he  may  have 
against  this  Commonwealth,  for  his  services  whilst  a  delegate  to  Congress,  since  tiie  first  day  of  November  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Stitli  and  Bowiloin,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session. 

Mr.  Cabell  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,    the  petition  of  the  churchwardens  and  vestry  oi"  the  parish  of  Antrinjt,  in  the  county  of  Halifax, 
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to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.   That  such  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  pray  that  tlie  vestry  of  4| 
the  said  parish  of  Antrim,  in  the  county  of  Halifax,  may  be  dissolved,  and  a  new  vestry  chosen ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  pray  that  the  glebe 
Jjelonging  to  the  said  parish  of  Antrim,  may  be  rented  out  or  sold,  ought  lO  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
next  session  of  Assembly. 

The  first  resolution  was  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  second  resolution  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  for  Religion, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  justices  of  James  City  county,  to  hold  their 
courts  at  any  other  place  than  Williamsburg,  during  the  continuance  of  the  smallpox  there;"  and  that  Messrs.  Travis 
and  Strother,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Duncan  Rose,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several 
resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  10  your  committee,  that  in  the  month  of  January,  1780,  the  petitioner  advanced  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Day, 
agent  for  this  State,  a  considerable  sum  of  money  for  public  use  ;  that  part  of  the  said  sum  he  borrowed  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Beal,  amounting  to  3,000/.,  which  would  at  that  time  have  purchased  ten  hogsheads  of  tobacco  ;  that  on  the  30th  of  De- 
cember following,  he  settled  the  said  Real's  account,  with  his  agent  Mr.  James  Campbell ;  and  that  he  lost  by  the  de-  '^ 
preciation  of  our  money  from  the  lime  of  the  loan  until  the  settlement,  5,800  pounds  of  tobacco.  ^ 

It  farther  appears  to  your  committee,  from  a  certificate  of  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  dated  the  12th  day  of 
February  in  the  present  year,  that  there  is  due  to  the  petitioner  5,230  pounds  of  tobacco,  for  nine  months  services  as  a  J^ 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

It  farther  appears  toj'our  committee,  from  a  certificate  of  William  Armistead,  commissary  of  stores  for  this  State, 
that  there  is  due  to  the  petitioner  3,345  pounds  of  tobacco,  which  he  advanced  for  public  use  ;  2,225  pounds,  part  thereof,,^ 
he  advanced  in  the  year  1778,  and  the  remainder  in  the  year  1780,  to  comply  with  contracts  entered  into  with  Savage  ~ 
and  Westman,  and  North  and  Company. 

It  farther  appears  to  your  committee,  from  a  certificate  of  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  dated  the  10th  of  Fc" 
bruary,  1781,  that  there  is  due  to  the  petitioner,  as  agent  for  procuring  clothing  for  the  army,  180,690  pounds  of  to- 
bacco. 

It  farther  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioner  has  at  sundry  times,  received  from  the  public  57,240 
pounds  of  tobacco,  which  leaves  a  balance  due  to  him  of  137,825  pounds  of  tobacco,  besides  7,924  pounds  of  tobacco 
for  interest,  to  the  30th  of  November  last. 

Whereupon,  your  committee,  came  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Duncan  Rose,  is  reasonable;  and 
that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  public,  one  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  forty-nine  pounds  of  tobacco. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  so  mucii  of  the  aforesaid  tobacco  as  respects  the  trading  department,  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  pe- 
titioner by  the  agent  of  that  department,  as  soon  as  the  circumstances  thereof  will  admit,  with  interest  until   paid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  •'  to  regulate  impressments  and  seizures  of  property,  and  directing 
a  mode  for  procuring  wagons  and  other  necessaries  for  public  service;"  and  that  Messrs.  Ronald,  Zachariah  Johnson, 
Arthur  Lee,  Meriwether  Smitli,  and  Southall,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same.  • 

A  petition  of  the  Justices  of  Chesterfield  county  court,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that 
their  courthouse  and  prisons,  were  some  time  since  taken  by  order  of  the  Executive,  and  converted  into  store-houses 
for  public  use  ;  that  being  so  applied,  they  were  burnt  by  the  enemy ;  and  praying  to  be  enabled  to  rebuild  the  same 
at  public  expense. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Vaughan ;  setting  forth,  that  being  detached  on  command  with  a  party  of  British  prison- 
ers, he  drew  two  thousand  pounds  for  their  support,  which  was  so  expended,  that  he  lost  the  vouchers  for  the  applica- 
tion thereof,  and  has  been  obliged  to  repay  the  same  into  the  public  treasury;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Christian  Holmer;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  disabled  from  serving  in  his  commission  as  major  in 
Colonel  Harrison's  regiment  of  artillery,  through  an  accident  which  has  happened  to  him  in  the  service;  and  praying 
that  provision  for  life  may  be  made  for  him  at  public  expense  ;  and  that  the  usual  bounties  of  lands,  and  other  emolu- 
ments to  disabled  officers,- may  be  allowed  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  tlvercupon,  to  the  House, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Henry  Lee: 
11  b 
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Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resohitions,  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontier,  with  an  amend- 
nient,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  lie  wididrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Banister  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  petition  of  Nathaniel  Wilkins,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that,  by  the  loss  of  his 
right  hand  at  the  battle  of  Waxsaws,  lie  is  disabled  from  procuring  a  livelihood  by  labor ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Achen;  setting  forth,  that  he  advanced  to  Oliver  Pollock,  agent  for  this  State,  2,162 
specie  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  western  department,  and  took  a  bill  of  exchange  ODthe  treasurer  for  the  same,  which 
he  cannot  obtain  payment  for  ;  and  praying  relief 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Williams;  setting  forth,  that  through  a  course  of  military  service  in  the  last  and  pre- 
sent war,  he  is  incapacitated  from  labor  ;  blind  and  destitute  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill, 
"to  remove  the  suspension  of  the  Superior  Courts,  and  alter  the  terms  of  holding  the  same;"  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Banister  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der, had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clefs'*  table,  where  the  same  were  agaiu  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  restoring  to  Robert  Baine  his  former  estate;"  also, 
to  the  bill  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Bedford ;"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Elkey: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  for  paying  the  expenses  of  the  officers  appointed  on 
behalf  of  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  line,  to  attend  the  Assembly  on  the  subject  of  their  memorial.  And  then  he 
withdrew. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  olf  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  JMonday,  12  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  17,  1781. 


The  Speaker  laid  bctbre  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  respecting  the  trial  of  certain  tory  criminals,  now 
ill  the  public  jail ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee : 
^        Mr.  Speaker, — The   Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  respecting  a  judgment  on  behalf  of  the  public, 
^against  John  Poage,  late  sheriff  of  Augusta;  also,  to  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Jeflerson,  late  Governor  of  thi,= 
State,  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossedtbill,  "to  remove  the  suspension  of  the  Superior  Courts,  and  to  alter  the  terms  of  holding  the 
same  ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  remove  the  suspension  of  the  Superior  Courts, 
and  to  alter  the  terms  of  holding  the  same." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strotlier  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  coine  to  the  following  resolution : 

His  Excellency  General  Washington,  in  his  command  of  the  Allied  army  at  York,  having  given  fresli  proofs  of 
his  courage,  good  conduct,  and  indefatigable  zealf  or  the  public  service,  in  which  he  hath  so  gloriously  persevered  du- 
ring the  whole  course  of  the  war;  and  the  decisive  and  complete  success  of  the  allied  arms  over  the  enemj',  command- 
ed by  Earl  Cornwallis,  is  an  event  so  interesting  to  America,  and  productive  of  signal  good  to  this  Commonwealth; 

Resolved  therefore,  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  presented  (o  his  Excellency  for  his  late  glo- 
rious services  at  Yorktown  ;  and  that  !n:  be  assured  the  conspicuous  merit  and  exalted  virtue,  whiih  his  character  uni- 
formly exhibits,  will  ever  excite  the  waimest  love  and  gratitude  of  his  countrymen. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  tiie  House  do  coine  to  the  following  resolution : 

Their  Excellencies  the  Counts  de  Rochambeau  and  de  Gr.iss,  with  the  officers  and  troops  under  their  command, 
composing  the  army  and  navy  o(  our  great  and  illustrious  Ally,  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  having  distinguished  them- 
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•selves  in  the  late  operations  against  the  common  enemy  at  and  near  York,  by  a  noble  display  of  gallantry,  discipline, 
and  a  zealous,  active  and  vigorous  co-operation  with  the  troops  of  tiiese  United  States ;  and  having  thereby  so  emi- 
nently contributed  to  tiie  late  glorious  success  of  the  Allied  arms,  and  to  the  deliverance  of  this  State  from  the  rava- 
ges of  a  powerful  and  cruel  enem}' ; 

Resolved,  unanimovsly,  Tlial  tlie  thanks  of  this  House  be  presented  to  their  said  Excellencies,  and  to  the  officers 
and  men,  composing  the  wliole  suite  of  each  of  them,  respectively ;  and  tiiat  they  be  assured  of  the  lasting  esteem 
and  gratitude  of  Virginia  to  them,  and  to  their  nation,  which  stands  so  eminently  distinguished,  for  its  courage,  gen- 
erosity, and  noble  achievments. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  lime  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

The  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia,  on  behalf  of  their  constituents,  who  are  deeply  impressed  with  a  due  sense 
of  the  many  great  and  important  services  rendered  to  their  Commonwealth  in  particular,  and  through  that,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Union  to  the  United  States  in  general,  by  the  Hon.  Major  General  Marquis  de  La  Fayette; 

Do  resolve,  To  bear  (o  the  world  this  highest  testimony  of  their  gratitude,  to  tlio  said  Honorable  Major  General 
Marquis  de  Lu  Fayette,  for  his  distinguished  good  conduct  and  eminent  services,  while  commanding  the  American 
army  in  this  State ;  that  this  House  regard  w  ith  the  warmest  approbation  his  patriotic  attention,  and  generous  endea- 
vors to  preserve  the  civil  rights  of  the  citizens,  and  to  promote  the  general  interests  of  the  State,  equally  conspicuous 
with  his  great  and  gallant  exertions  in  the  field :  And  therefore  do,  unanimously,  present  to  the  said  Honoraljle  Ma- 
jor General  Marquis  de  La  Faj'ette,  this  just  tribute  of  applause,  in  the  grateful  thanks  of  the  free  representatives  of 
a  free  people. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  a  bust  of  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette,  be  directed  to  be  made  in  Paris,  of  the  best 
marble  employed  for  such  purposes,  and  presented  to  the  Marquis,  with  the  following  inscription  on  it: 

"This  bust  was  voted  on  the  17th  day  of  December,  1781,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia, 
to  the  Honorable  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette,  Major  General  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
late  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  Virginia,  as  a  lasting  monument  of  his  merit,  and  of 
their  gratitude." 

Resolved,  That  the  commercial  agent,  be  directed  to  employ  a  proper  person  in  Paris,  to  make  the  above  bust. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Henry  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  agree  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  on  Wednesday  next,  to  the 
choice  of  a  treasurer,  for  the  ensuing  year ;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have  beenf|^ 
or  may  be  injured  by  the  destruction  of  records  of  county  courts;"  to  the  bill  "  to  secure  to  the  persons  who  derive^ 
titles  to  lots,  lands  or  tenements,  under  the  lottery,  or  under  a  deed  of  trust  of  the  late  William  Bird,  Esq.  a  fee  sim- 
ple estate  therein;"  and  to  the  bill,  "  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act  '  to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Henry  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  petition  of  Henry  M'Abe,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  presumptive  heir  to 
an  estate  which  consists  in  part  of  lots  and  lands  that  are  unprofitable  and  expensive ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be 
authorised  to  dispose  of  part  of  the  said  estate  for  the  benefit  of  the  rest,  saving  to  the  heir  at  law,  his  right  in  future. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Manchester;  setting  forth,  that  the  ware- 
houses in  the  said  town,  were  burnt  down  by  the  enemy;  and  praying  that  the  said  warehouses  may  be  re-established, 
and  the  inspection  of  tobacco  revived  thereat. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  tiie  House. 

A  petition  oi  the  commissioners  of  the  money  tax  in  the  county  of  Louisa,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read; 
setting  forth,  that  they  collected  the  tax  in  tlie  said  county,  and  paid  the  same  into  the  public  treasury,  part  of  which, 
hath  been  returned  upon  them  as  counterfeit;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Alexander  Kdpatriek ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  jailer  of  the  county  of  Augusta 
in  the  year  1779,  and  continued  until  the  month  of  November  last,  during  which  time  he  hath  sustained  great  loss  by 
tlie  Insufljclency  of  the  fees  to  the  support  of  the  prisoners;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  tiie  House. 

Mr.  Strolher  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  tliat  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  and.>r  men  consideration,  a  petition  and  memorial  to  them  referred,  inl  had  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  merchants,  traders  and  inhabitants, 
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of  the  town  of  Richmond,  praying  that  an  inspection  of  tobacco  may  be  established  near  Rockett's  landing  on  James 
river ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  memorial  of  sundry  persons  in  opposition  thereto,  be 
rejected. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  re- 
vive and  amend  the  several  acts  'for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,"  do  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  pursuant  to  the  first 
resolution. 

A  bill,  "  for  calling  in  and  fund'-ig  the  paper  money  of  this  State;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  raising  money  to  defray  the 
exigencies  of  the  ensuing  year;  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  proceeded  therein,  and  had  agreed  upon 
a  report  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  im- 
mediately; 

The  House  accordingly,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  said  report  and  resolutions 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Page  reported,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  the  said  report  and  resolutions  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same, 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  said  report  and  resolutions,  together  with  the  amendments,  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  one  per  centum  ad  valorem  be  paid  for  all  lands. 

Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  twelve  shillings  and  six  pence  be  laid  on  every  free  man  above  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  on  every  slave ;  the  one  half  commutable  for  hemp  or  tobacco,  and  the  other  half  for  hemp,  tobacco  or 
ilour. 

Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  two  shillings  be  paid  for  every  horse,  mare,  colt  and  mule. 

Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  three  pence  per  head  be  paid  for  nett  cattle. 

Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  five  shiUings  per  wheel  be  paid  for  riding  carriages. 

Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  fifty  pounds  per  annum  be  paid  for  each  billiard  table. 

Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  five  shillings  be  paid  for  every  hundred  acres  of  land  exceeding  1,400  acres,  contained 
in  any  patent  liereafter  to  be  granted,  except  in  cases  of  land  allowed  to  officers  as  bounty. 

Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  five  pounds  be  paid  annually  for  each  ordinary  licence. 

Resolved,  That  a  duty  of  one  shilling  and  three  pence  per  ton  be  paid  on  all  vessels,  at  entrance  or  clearance, 
irom  or  to  foreign  parts. 

Resolved,  That  a  duty  of  four  pence  per  gallon  be  paid  on  all  imported  spirits  and  wine. 
0L        Resolved,  That  a  duly  of  four  shillings  and  two  pence  per  hundred  pounds  be  paid  on  all  sugar,  and  one  penny 
per  pound  on  coffee. 

Resolved,  That  a  duty  of  one  per  centum  ad  valorem  be  paid  on  the  amount  per  invoice  of  all  other  merchan- 
diie  imported  into  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,   That  the  said  duties  be  continued  for  and  during  the  term  of  years. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs.  Mann  Page, 
Jefferson,  Banister,  Arthur  Lee,  Meriwether  Smith,  Zachariah  Johnson,  Henry,  John  Page,  and  Ronald,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Honse  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and  on  the  bill  "to  repeal  the  act  'to  suppress  excessive  gaming;"    being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  18,   1781. 


Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  William  Browder,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a 
resolution  thereupon,  which  lie  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  wero 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  a  certificate  under  the  hand  of  Colonel  Edward  Carrington,  tiiat  in  the 
month  of  January  last,  when  General  Arnold  was  expected  at  Petersburg,  the  petitioner  voluntarily  olfered  to  furnish, 
and  actually  did  furnish,  several  carts  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  public  stores,  then  in  the  said  town  of  Peters- 
JBUrg,  without  pay  or  reward. 

It  farther  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  deposition  of  Duncan  Rose,  that  one  of  the  said  carts,  loaded  with 
public  stores,  was  overtaken  by  a  party /)f  the  enemy's  light  horse,  and  that  they  took  thereout  a  likely  mare,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  petitioner,  of  the  value  of  40^.  specie. 
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Whereupon,  your  committee  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  ot  the  said  William  Browder,  is  reasonable; 
and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  the  sum  of  forty  pounds  specie,  the  value  of  his  said  mare. 

Onhfcd,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Jlr.  Thomas  Smith  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  en>-olled  bills,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  examined  several  enrolled  bills  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  do  carry  the  said  enrolled  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  inspection. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  be  directed  to  adjust  the  account  of  Major  Crittendon's  expenses, 
in  specie ;  and  that  the  treasurer  do  borrow  a  sum  in  specie  sufficient  to  pay  the  same. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  tlie  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hunter  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Strother  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "to  con- 
tinue and  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  respecting  the  inspection  of  tobacca;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  being  informed,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  attend- 
ed in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Moore  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Henry  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  pub- 
lic service;"  and  tiie  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Henry  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  paying  the  claim  of  Duncan  Rose,  in  tobacco ; 
and  for  making  a  certain  allowance  to  John  Kinkeade.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Trade  be  discharged  from  proceeding  on  the  petitions  of  Daniel  Clarke  and 
Thomas  Achen;  and  also,  the  petition  of  the  said  Daniel  Clarke  as  agent  for  Oliver  Pollock  to  them  referred;  and 
that  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

I\Ir.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration,  sundry  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  , 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the   same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  ike  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  setting  forth,  that  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in 
the  service  of  this  State,  and  was  marched  to  join  the  southern  army ;  that  he  was  in  the  action  at  Camden  where  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  receive  a  wound  in  his  arm,  which  has  occasioned  his  discharge  from  the  service  and  rendered 
him  unable  to  procure  a  livelihood  by  labor,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed one  year's  pay  for  his  present  relief;  and  the  farther  allowance  of  half  pay,  during  life,  to  be  charged  to  the 
continent  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Morgan,  setting  forth,  that  he  was 
in  Colonel  Buford's  defeat  to  the  southward,  and  at  that  time  had  the  misfortune  to  receive  several  wounds  in  his 
head,  and  to  lose  three  of  his  fingers  from  his  right  hand,  whereby  lie""is  rendered  unable  to  support  himself  by  labor; 
and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  six  months  pay  for  his  present  relief, 
with  the  farther  allowance  of  half  pay  during  life;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  furnished  by  the  commissary  of  stores, 
with  a  blanket  and  a  suit  of  clothes,  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  M'Kinney,  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
year  J  774,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  receive  several  wounds  in  the  service  of  his  country;  that  in  consequence  thereof, 
tlie  Assembly  allowed  him  the  sum  of  10/.  per  annum,  during  life;  that  by  reason  of  the  unexpected  depreciation  ol 
money,  the  said  annuity  is  become  quite  inadequate  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  granted  him,  and  praying  relief, 
is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  often  pounds  specie  per  annum,  during  life,  to  be 
discharged  in  current  money,  at  such  difference  of  exchange  as  may  be  settled  by  the  grand  jury,  next  preceding  the 
time  of  receiving  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  King,  setting  forth,  that  he  was  in 
Col.  Buford's  defeat  to  the  soutiiward,  and  at  that  time  had  the  misforttnie  to  lose  both  his  arms,  which  has  rendered 
him  entirely  unable  to  support  liimself,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed 
two  year's  paj'  for  his  present  relief,  and  the  farther  allowance  of  half  pay  during  life,  to  be  charged  to  the  continent 
in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  James  Cunningham,  setting  forth,  that  he 
was  marched  as  a  militia  man  from  the  county  of  Augusta,  to  join  the  southern  army ;  that  he  was  in  the  action  at 
Guilford,  where  he  had  tlie  misfortune  to  be  wounded  in  both  his  thighs,  which  has  rendered  him  a  cripple,  and  una- 
ble to  support  himself  by  labor,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  tiie  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  one 
year's  pay  for  his  present  relief,  and  the  farther  allowance  of  half  pay  during  life;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  in 
account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Anne  Thomson,  praying  tliat  compensa- 
tion may  be  made  her  by  the  public  for  five  months  board,  and  attendance  on  George  Harrison,  a  soldier  belonging 
12  b 
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to  General  Wayne's  brigade,  who  came  to  her  bouse  in  the  month  of  June  last,  with  a  very  sore  leg,  and  remained 
with  her  during  the  said  term  ;  and  that  she  may  be  reimbursed  two  hundred  and  ten  dollars,  which  she  expended  for 
medicines  for  the  said  soldier,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Wilkins,  praying  that  an  allowance 
may  be  made  him  by  the  public,  for  his  present  relief;  and  also,  a  farther  allowance  for  his  I'uture  support,  in  consider- 
ation of  the  loss  of  his  right  hand,  at  the  battle  of  the  Waxsaws,  while  n  soldier  in  the  continental  service,  is  reasona- 
ble ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  one  year's  pay  for  his  present  relief,  and  the  farther  allowance  of  half 
pay  during  life;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  tk's  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Abraham  Nettles,  late  a  Serjeant  in  the  con- 
tinental service,  who,  through  the  eflects  of  some  violent  disorder,  lost  the  use  of  his  lower  limbs  whilst  in  the  said  ser- 
vice, is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  one  year's  pay  for  his  present  relief,  and  the  farther 
allowance  of  half  pay,  during  life  ;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  James  Williams,  praying  that  an  allowance 
may  be  made  him  by  the  public,  in  consideration  of  the  loss  of  his  eye  sight,  whilst  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  this 
State,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  six  months  pay  for  his  present  relief,  and  the  farther 
allowance  of  half  pay  during  life. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Elisha  Williams,  praying  to  be  paid  by  the 
public  for  a  horse  which  was  shot  by  a  sentinel  belonging  to  General  Nelson's  brigade  of  militia  on  the  night  of  the 
29th  day  of  April  last,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5tli,  7th,  8th  and  9th  resolutions; 
and  that  Messrs.  Richard  Lee,  Jeflerson  and  Henry,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Henry  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "directing  the  mode  of  adjusting  and  settling  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain debts  and  contracts,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  continue  and  amend  the  act,  'for  appointing  naval  officers, 
and  ascertaining  their  fees ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Richard  Lee  and  Ronald,  do  prepare  and  brmg  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee: 
^         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  unanimously  to  the  resolution  for  presenting  the  Marquis  La  Fayett* 
•with  a  marble  bust;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  respecting  Major  Crittendon's  expenses.     And  then  he 
withdrew. 

Mr.  Meriwether  Smith  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  persons  in  the 
counties  of  Jefferson,  Fayette  and  Lincoln,  setting  forth,  that  from  the  present  plan  of  administering  the  government, 
they  are  deprived  of  the  benefits  arising  from  the  same  ;  and  praying  that  regulations  may  be  made  for  their  relief; 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  petition  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  to  a  reso- 
lution thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petition  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills,  "  for  the  better  administration  of  government  in  the  wes- 
-tern  country;"  and  that  Messrs.  Meriwether  Smith,   Henry,  Jefferson,  Arthur  Lee,  Strother,  Greene,  Thomas  Moore, 
Boone,  Swearingham  and  Banister,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Travis  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  justices  of  James  City  county,  to  hold  courts 
at  any  other  place  than  Williamsburg,  during  the  continuance  of  the  smallpox  there;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
re.ad  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey; 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  they 
are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Captain  John  Rogers,  and  the  oflicers  and  light  dragoons  of  his  corps,  shall  be  entitled  to  their 
due  proportion  of  the  lands  allowed  and  j;rai)tid  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel 
George  Rogers  Clarke. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Banister  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  petition  of  Robert  Brooke,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  entered  a  volunteer  ia 
a  corps  of  horse,  during  the  last  invasion,  and  found  his  own  horse  and  accoutrements;  thathe  was  taken  prisoner  by 
the  enemy,  together  with  his  horse  and  accoutrements,  which  they  kept;  and  praying  to  be  paid  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  tlie  county  of  New  Kent,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the  warehouses  at  the  Brickhouse  and  Littlepage's,  in  the  said  coun- 
ty, wnre  burnt  by  the  enemy  during  the  laie  invasion;  and  praying  that  an  ins]H'Ction  of  tobacco,  may  be  cstaldished 
at  Waddy's,  in  the  said  county. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Edward  Raskins  and  Vincent  Markham ;  setting  forth,  that  as  sheriffs  of  Powhatan  county, 
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they  proceeded  to  collect  the  taxes  due  therein,  and  the  said  Vincent  jMarkham  attended  the  auditors  to  settle  lor  the 
same;  that  the  said  auditors  not  having  time  to  settle  the  accounts,  and  the  said  Vincent  being  taken  with  the  small- 
pox, a  judgment  is  gone  against  them  in  the  General  Court  tor  the  amount  of  the  said  taxes  with  interest  and  dama- 
ges; and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  Ijc  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House.  ^ 
\v*iVwni°i''al  of  Thomas  Smith,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  by  the 
"Goverabr  and  Council  in  the  year  1779,  to  settle  the  account  of  this  State  against  the  United  States;  that  he  has  been 
employed  therein  since  that  time,  and  has  brought  the  same  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1780;  that  he  has  never  re- 
ceived any  compensation  for  his  services;  and  praying  such  allowance  for  his  past  and  future  services,  as  shall  be 
thought  just. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Mann  Page,  Carter,  Innes,  Richard  Lee,  Dulaney  and 
Richeson ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Edward  Carrington,  deputy  quarter-master  general  for  the  southern  army, 
was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  destitute  of  wagons  to  move  on  levies  for  the  southern 
army,  or  to  procure  provisions  for  the  same;  that  he  is  also  in  want  of  two  hundred  draft  horses  for  the  use  of  the 
said  army ;  and  praying  that  legislative  provision  may  be  made  to  procure  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  regulate  im- 
presses." 

The  House,  proceeded  to  nominate  a  person  proper  to  be  balloted  for,  as  treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  agent  be  directed  to  furnish  each  of  the  door-keepers  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House 
of  Delegates,  with  a  full  suit  of  clothes. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hunter  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  amend  the  act  to  amend  'an  act,  for  regulating  and  disci- 
plining the  militia,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Peyton,  and  Mann  Page,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

A  bill,  "  directing  the  mode  of  adjusting  and  settling  the  payment  of  certain  debts  and  contracts,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill, 
"for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consider-^ 
ation,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when 
the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morroW.  ^^ 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  die  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the^ 
Commonwealth ;  and  also,  on  the  bills  "to  repeal  the  act,  'to  suppress  excessive  gaming;"  and  "to  adjust  and  regu- 
late the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  this  State  on  continental  establishment,"  being 
read ; 

Ordeted,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  19,  1781. 

A  bill,  "to  continue  and  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  respecting  the  inspection  of  tobacco;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-day. 

A  bill,  "to  empower  the  justices  of  James  City,  to  hold  courts  at  any  other  place  than  Williamsburg,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  smallpox  there ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Jefferson  presented,  according  lo  order,  a  bill,  "for  the  relief  of  military  pensioners;"  and  the  same  was  re- 
ceived and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  reported,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  amendments  made  by  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House  yesterday,  to  llie  bill,  "for  calling  in  and  fmidine  the  paper  money  of  this  State;"  and  he  read  the  same  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  disagreed 
to,  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
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A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Henry  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  are  satisfied  with  the  nomination  of  George  Brooke,  Esq.  to  be  treasurer  of  this 
Commonweahh  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  are  wilhng  that  he  be  appointed  without  the  formality  of  a  ballot.  And 
then  he  withdrew. 

On  a  motion  made, 
>  Resolved,  That  George  Brooke,  Esq.  b('  appointed  treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. ^i^^^^ 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  tlie  '  act,  for  farther  continuing  and  amendiiig 
an  act,  for  appointing  naval  officers  and  ascertaining  their  fees;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  do  cause  to  be  purchased  at  the  public  expense,  and  presented  to  the  Honorable 
Major  General  Nathaniel  Greene,  two  elegant  geldings,  as  a  small  token  of  the  high  sense  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia  entertain  of  the  important  services  he  hath  rendered  to  this  State  in  particular,  and  the  United  States  in  ge- 
neral. ' 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
nemine  contra  dicente. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  letter  of  Col.  George  Mathews  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  re- 
solutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  read,  and  are  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  at  the  appointment  of  the  six  additional  battalions  in  1776, 
when  the  officers  were  to  take  rank  from  the  time  of  their  appointment,  no  neglect  was  intended  to  the  officers  of  the 
nine  battalions  before  directed  to  be  raised,  who  were  not  to  take  rank  until  called  into  actual  service;  but  that  this 
Assembly  being  incompetent  to  the  settlement  of  rank  between  their  officers,  the  same  ought  to  be  referred  to  a  board 
of  general  officers. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  tiie  commercial  agent  ought  to  furnish  the  officers  of  the 
Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment,  who  from  captivity  or  otlierwise  have  not  drawn  the  clothing  allowed  by- 
law, with  such  clothing  and  at  the  same  price  other  officers  of  the  said  line  were  charged. 

The  first   resolution  was  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  second  resolution  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  first  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 
r  Mr.  Speaker, — The   Senate   have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  William   Browder, 

and   for  furnishing  each  of  the  door-keepers  of  this  House,  and  of  the  Senate,  with  a  suit  of  clothes.     And  then  he 
withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  Thomas  Jclfer- 
'-■on,  Esq.  late  Governor  of  this  Commonweath;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strotlier  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Strother  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
10  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  sundry  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  King 
George  and  Westmoreland,  praying  that  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Machodack  warehouse,  may  be  revived  and  es- 
tablished; is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Richmond,  praying  that  the;  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Glascock's  warehouse,  may  be  revived  and  established;  is  rea- 
sonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  ihii  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Surry, 
praying  that  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Cabin  Point,  may  be  discontinued,  and  one  established  at  Low  Point,  com- 
monly called  Guilford,  on  the  land  of  Archibald  Dunlap,  in  the  said  county  of  Surry;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved, that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Henry  M'Cabe,  presumptive  heir  and  admin- 
istrator of  the  estate  of  his  father  Henry  M'Cabe,  deceased;  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  empowering  him  to  dispose 
of  a  certain  tract  of  land,  adjoining  to  the  town  of  Lcesburg,  containing  about  150  acres,  and  miimproved  lots  in 
the  said  town,  to  enable  him  to  pay  the  debts  of  his  said  father;  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  first,  second  and  third  resolutions,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
bill  "  to  continue  and  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  respecting  the  inspection  of  tobacco." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  last  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tion and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  tlie  Senate  by  Mr.  Henry  Lee : 
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KER, — The  Senate  have   aereed  to  the  i 
Commonwealth 


Mr.  Speaker,— The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  appointing  George  Brooke,  Esq.  treasurer  of  thist^ 
monwealth.     And  then  he  withdrew.  ^  ^"»»^ 

_  A  bill,  "to  amend  '  an  act  for  farther  continuing  and  amending  '  an  act,  for  appointing  naval  officers,  and  ascer- 
taining their  fees;     was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Trade 

The  House,   according   to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved    itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House    on  the  biUfl 
'for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed,  or  taken  for  public  service;"  and  after  some  time   spent  therein     Mr 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Banister  reported,  that  the  committee  had,   according  to  order   had  the  said  "bill 
under  their  consider»tio^n,    and    gone  through   the   same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his 
House  ^^*""^^''^'  delivered  m  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,    and  agreed  to  by  the 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Jefferson  made  his  resignation  to  the  House,  of  his  appointment  to  be  a  delegate  to  represent  this  State  in 
Congress ;    which  was  accepted.  or 

Mr.  Peyton  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for're- 
gulnting  and  disciplining  the  milit.a,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time.  ' 

Mr.  Meriwether  Smith  presented  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  dividing  the  Commonwealth  into  districts,  and 
estabhsh.ng  a  subordinate  executive  for  the  western  district;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Meriwether  Smith  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  establishing  Supreme  Courts  in  the  western  dis- 
trict      and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ihe  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonweahh;  and  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  repeal  the  act,  '  to  suppress  excessive  gaming;"  "  to  adjust  and  regu- 
late the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  State  on  continental  establishment;"  and  -^^  directing  fhe 
mode  of  adjusting  and  settling  the  payment  of  certain  debts  and  contracts,  and  for  other  purposes,"  beins?  read  • 

Orrfererf,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow.  b      «"» 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  20,  1781. 
third^hne^"^'°'^^'*  ^'"'   "  ^°'    ^•^J"^'ing  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for   public  service;"  was  read  the 

.aken^/ofpfblic^stliS''*"  '^"  ''"'  "'^  '^''  '''  '"''  ''  "  "'  ''''  ^''  ^'^J"^^'"^  '^'^''"^  ^'^  P'"°P"^y  ""P'--d  or 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

blankt"herdn°filled  u     "  '"'  '"""'"^  '"  ^'"^  ^"""^'"^  ^^^  ^^P""  """"'^  "^  '^''  ^*^'''"  '"''  '^""^  ^^^  ^^'"^  '""^'  ^"^^  '^^ 

An  engrossed  clause  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder,  "to  prevent  any  thing  in  the  said 

1    ,P  t"       ^'•°™/ff'^^»ng/he  causes  of  tenders  for    debts  actually  and   legally  made;"   and 'the  said  engrossed 

way  of  ,  Sfr'*"''^''         '"'  *""^'  '^^''  ""  *''^  '^"^'*'°"  P"*  thereupon,  agreed  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by 

monef  of  thfs'  State  ''"'^  ^'"'  "''"'  '"  ''^*^"''  *^°  '''''' '  ''"''  '^""^  *^^  *"'^  ^^'  "'"'  ^''*'  ^°''  '^""'"^  '"  ""''^  ^"'^'^'"^  the  paper 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  empower  the  justices  of  James  City  county  to  hold  courts  at  any  other  place  than  WiU 

l.amsburg   during  the  continuance  of  the  smallpox  there ;"  was  read  the  third  time.  "  ^ 

hold  r^Zrif         V      ^^i'"  '^^  -P?.''  ,'*"''  *''^'  ^^'^  *"^''  ^^'  "  ^"  ^"^^  t°  empower  the  justices  of  James  City  county  to 
hold  courts  at  any  other  place  within  the  same,  during  the  continuance  of  die  smallpox  there."  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Travis  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey : 
;..„c  ^^?- ^P'^-^KER,— The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  presenting  Major  General  Greene  witii  two  ffeld- 
ings,  with  an  amendment ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House      And  then  he  withdrew.  ^ 

Ihe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  disagreed  to. 

Ordered    That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith, 
annoim  ™-  1  ''  '?r'  ^^  &'^!"  t«>i°S  in  a  bill,  "giving  powers  to  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  to 
appoint  a  special  court/or  the  trial  of  certain  offenders;"  and  that  Mr.  Mann  Page,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 

which  «l^KT^/'  '?  5''"°f  "'I  "°f  ^  ^'^""■  ^'■°™  "'^  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  President  of  Congress, 
Which  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 
iJ  b 
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t         Ordtrtd,  That  Mr.  Field  liave  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  ser\  ice  of  this  House  until  Monday  se'nniglit ;  and 
Mr.  Wiuslow,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  reserving  to  Rogers's  corps  their  share  of  the  land 
'granted  to  Clarke's  regiment.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  insist  on  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  resolution  for  present- 
ing BTajor  General  Greene  with  two  geldings.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  read, 
Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their  disagreement  thereto. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  the  more  effectual  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  public 
agents,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  that  Messrs.  Meriwether  Smith,  Ronald,  Johnson  and  Hunter,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

A  bill,  "for  the  relief  of  militarj'  pensioners;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
Jefferson,  Henry,  and  Arthur  Lee. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  amend  the  act  'for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  mihtia,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
Resolved,   That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

A  bill,  "  for  dividing  the  Commonwealth  into  districts,  and  for  establishing  a  subordinate  executive  for  the 
western  district;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  .whole  House,  on  the 
second  Monday  in  May  next.  < 

A  bill,  "for  establishing  Supreme  Courts  in  the  western  district;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  wiiole  House,  on  the  second  Monday  in  May  next.' 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  divers  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  James  Trabue,  setting  forth,  that  he  was 
a  purchasing  commissary  for  the  public,  in  the  county  of  Kentucky  in  the  year  1780,  and  in  the  month  of  June  of 
that  year  was  taken  prisoner  by  a  part}'  of  British  and  Indians,  together  with  his  papers.  That  the  people  of  whom 
he  purchased  will  be  great  sufferers  in  their  claims,  unless  allowed  the  depreciation  upon  the  certificates  given  by  him 
since  his  releasement  from  captivity ;  and  praying  that  such  depreciation  may  be  allowed  on  all  such  claims,  is  rea- 
sonable ;  and  that  the  Governor  with  the  advice  of  Council,  ought  to  appoint  commissioners  to  adjust  and  settle  the 
said  claims  against  the  public,  and  make  report  of  their  proceedings  thereupon  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Branch,  praying  to  be  paid  by  the 
public  for  a  valuable  gelding,  which  he  rode  as  a  x'olunteer  light  horseman  during  the  last  Summer,  and  was  so  disa- 
bled in  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy  as  to  be  rendered  unfit  for  service,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  M'Millian,  praying  to  be  paid  by 
the  public  for  three  wagon  horses,  which  were  impressed  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  baggage  of  a  party  of 
militia,  drafted  in  the  county  of  Prince  William  to  join  the  northern  army  in  the  year  1777,  and  have  never  been  re- 
turned to  him ;  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tiiat  tlie  petition  of  Samuel  Venable  and  Richmond  Smith, 
setting  forth,  tiiat'at  the  particular  recommendation  Of  General  Greene,  Captain  Thomas  Watkins,  of  Prince  Edward 
county,  raised  a  volunteer  corps  of  light  horse;  which  corps  they  entered  into  and  joined  the  southern  army;  that 
they  were  ordered  by  Colonel  Washington  upon  a  reconiioitering  party,  and  were  taken  by  the  enemy,  witii  their 
horses;  and  praying  to  be  paid  for  the  said  horses,  agreeable  to  their  respective  valuations,  ought  to  be  referred  h) 
the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Gilliam,  praying  to  be  paid  by  the 
public  for  two  mares  which  were  impressed  in  the  year  1780,  by  a  certain  Joseph  Brock,  then  an  ensign  belonging  to 
the  2d  regiment  of  this  State's  militia,  for  the  use  of  the  soutiiern  army;  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tliat  the  petition  of  Robert  Brooke,  praying  to  be  paid  by 
the  public  for  a  valuable  gelding,  which  he  rode  as  a  volunteer  light  horseman  during  the  last  Summer,  and  was  taken 
by  the  enemy,  whilst  on  a  reconnoitering  parly;  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  As- 
sembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tiiat  the  petrtion  of  Lemuel  Godwin,  administrator  of  Thomas 
Fisher,  deceased  ;  setting  forth,  that  during  the  last  Summer  the  said  Fisher  joined  a  party  of  volunteer  light  horsemen, 
raised  in  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  to  o])pose  the  common  enemy;  that  in  a  charge  made  upon  a  party  of  the  ene- 
my's light  horse  he  was  killed,  and  his  horse  taken;  and  praying  that  compensation  may  be  made  the  heir  of  the  said 
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Thomas  Fisher,  deceased,  for  the  said  horse;  ouglit  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Johnson,  Garrett  Minor  and  Rich- 
ard Johnson,  commissioners  of  the  tax  lor  the  county  of  Louisa,  setting  forth,  that  they  collected  the  tax  in  the  said 
county,  imposed  by  an  act  of  Assembly,  "  for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops,  to  serve  in  the  continental  army," 
and  paid.the  same  into  the  pubHc  treasury,  part  of  which  hath  since  been  returned  upon  them  as  counterfeit;  that  no 
provision  is  made  by  the  said  act  for  their  trouble  and  risk  in  receiving  and  paying  away  the  said  tax,  and  praying 
relief;  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Newton  and  Presoin  Bowdoin. 
executors  of  Robert  Tucker,  jun.  deceased,  praying  that  compensation  may  be  made  by  the  public  for  damages  done 
to  the  testator's  plantation,  generally  known  by  the  name  of  Tucker's  Mill  Point,  which  was  taken  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  as  a  proper  place  to  erect  fortifications,  and  which  hath  ever  since  that  pe- 
riod been  retained  by  the  public  as  a  garrison  for  their  troops,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  court  of  Norfolk  county 
do  ascertain  such  damages,  and  make  report  thereof  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  James  Smith,  praying  that   an   allowance^' 
may  be  made  him  by  the  public,  in  consideration  of  a  wound  which  he  received  in  one  of  his  thighs  at  the  battle  of 
Guilford  courthouse,  whilst  a  soldier  in  the  continental  service,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  same  allowances  ought  to 
be  made  the  petitioner  as  have  been  made  to  other  wounded  soldiers  in  similar  circumstances. 

The  first,  eighth  and  ninth  resolutions,  were  severally  read  a  second  time ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  tenth  resolutions,  were  severally  read  a  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  first  and  ninth  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Strother  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  estab- 
Itshing  a  new  ferry ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Meriwether  Smith  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  the  more  effectual  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  public  agents,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  regulate  impressments  and  seizures  of  property,  and  di- 
recting a  mode  of  procuring  wagons  and  other  necessaries  for  public  service;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  empower  the  Governor  and  Council  to  equip  a  naval  force;" 
and  that  Messrs.  John  Page,  Travis,  Jefferson,  lunes  and  Newton,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and  also,  on  the  bills  "to  repeal  the  act,  'to  suppress  excessive  gaming;"  "directing  the  mode  of 
adjusting  and  settling  the  payment  of  certain  debts  and  contracts,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  "  to  adjust  and  regulate  the 
pay  and  accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  State,  on  continental  establishment ;"  and  "  to  continue  and 
amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  21,   1781. 


A  bill,  "  to  regulate  impressments  and  seizures  of  property,  and  directing  a  mode  of  procuring  wagons  and  other 
necessaries  for  public  service  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  the  first  of  March  next. 

A  bill,  "  for  the  more  effectual  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  public  agents,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  was  read  the 
econd  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  John  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  empower  the  Executive  to  fit  out  a  certain  naval  force;" 
■and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "  for  establishing  a  new  ferry  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  amended  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "giviui?  powers  to  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council, 
to  appoint  a  special  court  for  the  trial  of  certain  offenders ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Mayo  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  according  to  order,  a  hill  "  for  dissolving  the  vestry  of  the 
parish  of  Antrim,  in  the  county  of  Halifax  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second   time  on  the  second  Monday  in   May  next. 

Mr.  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  the  apent  appointed  to 
settle  the  accounts  of  the  Commonwealth  with  the  United  States,   was  referred,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
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order,  had  the  said  memorial  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resohition  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table ;  where  the  same  were  again  read, 
and  are  as  foJloweth  : 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  that  Mr.  Smith  was  appointed  agent  in  January,  1780;  that  he  has  been  at  consider- 
able expense  and  trouble  in  settling  the  said  accounts  ;  and  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  Assembly,  has  employed  a 
clerk,   and  as  yet  has  received  no  satisfaction  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  sum  of  pounds  specie,  or  the  value  thereof  in  tobacco,  be  paid  to  the  said 

Thomas  Smith,  Esq.  for  his  services;  also,  that  the  sum  of  pounds  specie,  or  the  value  thereof  in  tobacco, 

be  paid  to  his  clerk  ;  and  that  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the  said  sums  to  the  said  Smith  and  his  clerk,  as  soon 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  treasury  will  admit. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  and  resolution  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

A  message  from  the  Seriate  by  Mr.  Elliey  : 
.  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the  resolution  for  pre- 

f  senting  Major  General  Greene  with  two  geldings.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Mayo  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their 
consideration,  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to 
a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followetli  :  , 

-Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince 
Edward,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  the  dissolution  of  all  vestries 
throughout  this  State,  and  that  other  vestries  may  be  re-elected  upon  principles  more  consistent  with  the  present  con- 
stitution; ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  ne.xt  session  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  wliom  the  bill  "  for  further  con- 
tinuing the  act,  '  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  cer- 
tain surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes;"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  tbe  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Henry,  James  Wells,  and  Jefferson,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House, 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

The  House,  according  to  t^e  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill, 
"  to  adjust  and  regulate  the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  State,  on  continental  establishment;" 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Banister  reported,  that  the  committee 
bad,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several 
amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  ''giving  powers  to  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  to  appoint  a  special  court  for  the  trial  of 
certain  offenders  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  empower  the  Executive  to  fit  out  a  certain  naval  force;"  was  wad  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  auditors  on  the  state  of  the  business  of  their 
«ffice. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Ronald,  Banister,  Johnson,  Walker  and  Breckenridge. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also  on  the  bills  "to  repeal  the  act,  '  to  suppress  excessive  gaming ;"  "directing  the  mode  of  settling 
and  adjusting  the  payment  of  certain  debts  and  contracts,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  "  to  continue  and  amend  the 
several  acts  of  Assembly,  respecting  the  inspection  of  tobacco,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  22,  1781. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately.  / 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted;  and  the 
names  of  those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  necessary  ab- 
sence in  the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 


53 

Ordered,  That  the  Serjeant  at  anus  uttending-  this  House,  do  take  into  his  custody  Mr.  George  Stewart,  a  mem- 
ber for  the  comity  of  Accomack;  Mr.  James  Marks,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Albemarle  ;  Mr.  John  Pride  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Amelia;  Mr.  Samuel  Lewis;  a  member  for  the  county  of  Botetourt;  Mr.  Joseph  Peebles,  a 
member  for  the  count}'  of  Brunswick  ;  Mr.  Newman  Brockenbrough,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Essex ;  Mr.  Archer 
Matthews,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier ;  IVlessrs.  Edmund  Wilkins  and  John  Turner,  members  for  the 
county  of  Greensville;  Mr.  Joseph  Prentis,  a  member  for  the  county  of  James  Cit}';  ]\Ir.  Isaac  Cocks,  a  member  for 
die  county  of  Jefierson;  Mr.  Thomas  Roane,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen;  Mr.  Holt  Richeson  t 
member  for  the  county  of  King  William;  Messrs.  John  Taylor  and  Robert  Clarke  Jacobs,  members  for  the  county 
of  Lancaster;  Mr.  Nicholas  Hopson,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg;  Messrs.  Benjamin  Logan  and  John 
Edwards,  members  for  the  county  of  I^incoln ;  Messrs.  James  Montague  and  Thomas  Bfoore,  members  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Middlesex ;  Mr.  Michael  Christian,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Northampton;  Messrs.  John  Gordon  and  John 
Hull,  members  for  the  county  of  Northumberland;  Mr.  Haynes  Morgan,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania: 
Mr.  Joseph  Moore,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Prince  Edward;  Mr.  William  Smith,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Richmond ;  Mr.  Edwin  Young,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah ;  Messrs.  James  Kee  and  William  Hart, 
members  for  the  county  of  Surry;  Mr.  Gray  Judkins,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Sussex;  Mr.  Edward  Harwood  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Warwick;  Messrs.  James  Innes  and  Samuel  Irwin,  members  for  the  county  of  Yohogania; 
and  Mr.  William  Reynold,  a  member  for  the  county  of  York. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  sixty  members  be  a  sufficient  number 
to  proceed  to  business. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "giving  powers  to  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  to  appoint  a  special  court  for 
the  trial  of  certain  offenders,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  giving  powers  to  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of 
Council,  to  appoint  a  special  court  for  the  trial  of  certain  offenders." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  empower  the  Executive  to  fit  out  a  certain  naval  force,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
blank  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  empower  the  Executive  to  fit  out  a  certain  na- 
val force." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  late  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth, 
Stating  his  desire  to  be  heard  in  such  manner  as  the  House  shall  be  pleased  to  direct,  respecting  such  part  of  his  con- 
duct while  Governor,  as  hath  been  arraigned  in  a  memorial  from  the  county  of  Prince  William ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Banister  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  together  with  the  memorial 
and  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince  William,  and  the  letter  of  Tliomas  Nelson,  jun.  Esq. 
late  Governor  of  tlie  Commonwealth,  to  them  referred,  under  their  consideration,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  tiie  same  was  again  twice  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  nemine  contra  dicenie. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  House  being  informed,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Middlesex;  and  Mr. 
Holt  Richeson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  William,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Moore  and  Holt  Richeson,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Jefferson  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  military  pensioners"  was  commit- 
ted, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Mountjoy  and  Richeson  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  treasurer  to  borrow  money,  tobacco,  hemp  or 
flour,  for  the  immediate  support  of  government;"  and  that  Messrs.  John  Page,  Ronald,  and  Arthur  Lee,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford  : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  respecting  the  rank  of  certain  continental  officers  ^fj^ 
also,  to  the  bill  "  to  empower  the  justices  of  James  City  count\ ,  to  hold  their  courts  at  any  other  place  within  the  same J|< 
than  Williamsburg,  during  the  continuance  of  the  sa;allpox  (here."     And  iheu  he  withdrew.  ' 

A  modoi'  '.>.a.<  ir^ade,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  James  Cunningham,  a  militia  man  from  the  county  of  Augusta,  who  was  wounded  in  both  thighs 
14  b 
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in  the  action  of  Guilford,  and  is  thereby  rendered  unable  to  procure  his  living,  ought  to  be  allowed  by  the  auditors 
one  year's  pay  in  specie  for  his  present  relief,  and  half  pay  during  life ;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Banister  reported,  according  to  order,  the  amendments  agreed  to  yesterday,  by  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  the  bill  "  to  adjust  and  regulate  the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  this  State,  on 
continental  establishment ;"  and  he  read  tlie  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
•where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  bill  "  for  establishing  a  new  ferry,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  establishing  a  new  ferry." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strother  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emp- 
tion rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  blanks  therein  filled   up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  giving  further  time  to  ob- 
tain warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strother  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "  to  repeal 
the  act  '  to  suppress  excessive  gaming ;"  "  directing  the  mode  of  adjusting  and  settling  the  payment  of  certain  debts  and 
contracts,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "to  continue  and  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  respecting  the  inspection 
of  tobacco  ;"  and  "  for  the  more  effectual  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  public  agents,  and  for  other  purposes,"  being 
read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  11  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  24,  1781. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Nicholas  Hopson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Saturday  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Nicholas  Hopson,  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  the  relief  of  military  pensioners,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass  ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  for  the  relief  of  military  pensioners." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  Jjring  in  a  bill,  "  to  vest  certain  lands,  whereof  Burgess  Ball  is  seized,  as  ten- 
ant for  life  in  trustees,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Maim  Page,  Peyton  and  Strother,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Strother  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  en- 
able Henry  M  Cabe  to  sell  certain  lands;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Miles  Selden,  jun.  Thomas  Prosser,  James  Buckanan,  James  Lyie,  James  Buck- 
anan  for  Thompson  Mason,  Richard  Adams  and  George  Nicholas,  to  them  referred  ;  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report, 
and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  depositions  of  James  Anderson,  William  Armistead,  John  M'Keand  and 
William  Hay,  that  some  time  in  the  month  of  January  last  past,  when  General  Arnold  came  to  this  place,  at  the  head 
of  a  party  of  British  troops,   the  public  were  in  possession  of  sundry  houses,  the  property  of  the  petitioners ;  one  of 
which  houses,  the  property  of  the  petitioner  Miles  Selden,  jun.,  was  appropriated  by  the  public  lo  the  use  of  the  com- 
missary of  stores.     Three  other  of  the  said  houses,  the  property  of  the  petitioners  Thomas  Prosser,  James  Lyle,  and 
Richard  Adams,  were  taken  for  the  quarter-master's  departments,  and  contained  public  stores  of  different  kinds  ;  and 
'  «^  three  other  of  the  said  houses,  the  property  of  the  petitioners  James  Buckanan,  Thompson  Mason,  and  George  Ni- 
^"  cholas,  were  taken  and  used  as  public  workshops  ;  and  that  in  consequence  of  the  said  houses  containing  public  stores, 
Jy  and  being  appropriated  to  public  use,  they  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 
Whereupon,  your  committee  came  to  the  followinc;  resolution  t 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  eommittee.  That  the  said  petition  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  court  of  Hen- 
rico county  do  ascertain  the  value  of  the  said  houses,  and  return  the  same,  together  with  the  proofs  relative  thereto, 
to  the  next  General  Assembly. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  thiir  concurrence. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  vest  certain  lands,  whereof  Burgess  Ball  is  seized, 
tenant  for  life  in  trustees,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the^irst  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a   bill  "  to  compel  the  delinquent  counties,^  make  up  their  defici- 
ences  of  clothing,  wagons  and  horses,  and  to  prevent  the  unjust  impressment  and  seizure  of  jbroperty,  and  to  punish     * 
persons  guilty  of  the  same;"  and  that  Messrs.  Ronald,  Arthur  Lee,  Johnson,  and  Samuel  Goodb,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same.  \ 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  wfcole  House,  on  the  bill, 
"to  continue  and  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  respecting  the  inspection  of  tobacco;*?  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  wfre  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  report  on  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Smith  was  recommit- 
ted, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  agreed  to  a  re- 
port, and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  In  at  the  clerk's  ta- 
ble, where   the  same  were  again  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  several  resolutions,  reported  from  the  committee  of  Trade;  and  the  said  re- 
solutions being  severally  twice   read  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Moore,  setting  forlh,  that  he  march- 
ed as  a  militia  man  from  the  county  of  Washington,  under  the  command  of  Col.  William  Campbell  to  the  southward  ; 
that  he  was  in  the  attack  made  upon  a  party  of  the  British  troops  at  King's  mountain,  and  during  the  action,  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  his  right  leg,  and  to  receive  a  wound  in  his  left  arm  ;  which  has  rendered  him  unable  to  support 
himself  and  family  by  labor,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  two 
year's  pay  for  his  present  relief,  and  the  farther  allowance  of  half  pay  during  life,  to  be  charged  to  the  continent  in  ac- 
count with  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Alexander  Martin,  setting  forth,  that  he  was 
marched  as  a  militia  man  from  the  county  of  Augusta,  to  join  the  southern  army  ;  that  he  was  in  the  action  at  Guil- 
ford, and  had  the  misfortune  to  receive  a  wound  in  his  hip,  which  has  rendered  him  unable  to  support  himself  by  la- 
bor, and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  two  year's  pay  for  his  present  re- 
lief, and  full  pay  for  two  years  to  come;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Cusick,  setting  forth,  that  he  march- 
ed as  a  militia  man  from  the  county  of  Washington,  under  the  command  of  Col.  William  Campbell,  to  join  the 
southern  army  ;  that  during  his  march,  he  was  accidentally  wounded  in  one  of  his  thighs,  which  has  rendered 
him  unable  to  support  himself  and  family  by  labor,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to 
be  allowed  two  year's  paj',  for  his  present  relief;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Frederick  Fisher,  setting  forth,  that  he 
marched  as  a  militia  man  from  the  county  of  Washington,  under  the  command  of  Col.  William  Campbell  to  the  south- 
ward; that  he  was  in  the  attack  made  upon  a  party  of  British  troops  posted  at  King's  mountain,  and  during  the 
action  had  the  misfortune  to  receive  a  wound,  which  has  rendered  him  unable  to  support  himself  by  labor,  and  pray- 
ing relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  one  year's  pay  for  his  present  relief,  and  the  far- 
ther allowance  of  half  pay  for  the  term  of  three  years ;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent  in  account  with  this  Common- 
wealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  adjust  and  regulate  the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  otficers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  this 
State  on  continental  establishment;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

An  engrossed  clause,  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder,  "  that  all  tobacco  arising  from 
tlie  sale  of  confiscated  estates,  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  and  redemption  of  the  certificates,  to  be  granted  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers ;"  and  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  severally  read  three  times  was,  on  the  question  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  b}'  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill,  with  the  ryder,  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  '  to  adjust  and  regulate  the  pa^'  and 
accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment;  and  also,  of  the  officers,  soldiers, 
sailors  and  marines  in  the  service  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Banister  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Aaron  Lewis,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  pf  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of 
'  the  session. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Richard  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  ascertaining  the  damage  done  to  the  property^j^ 
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of  Robert  Tucker,  decegsed ;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  lor  calling  in,  and  funding  the  paper  money  of 
this  State,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House ; 

And  to  the  bill,  "fa"  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service,"  with  several  amend- 
ments, to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.      And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and  dso,  on  the  bills  "to  repeal  the  act,  '  to  suppress  excessive  gaming ;"  "directing  the  mode  of 
adjusting  and  settling  certain  debts  and  contracts,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "for  the  more  effectual  settlement 
of  (he  accounts  of  puolic  agents,  and  for  other  purposes,"  being  read: 

Ordered,  That  tie  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  Hause  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  25,   1781. 


A  bill,  "  to  vet  certain  lands  whereof  Burgess  Ball  is  seized  as  tenant  for  life,  in  trustees,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "to  eiable  Henry  M'Cabe  to  dispose  of  certain  lands;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  directing  the  mode  of  adjusting  and  settling  the  payment  of  certain  debts  and  contracts,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  said  bill,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,   That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Meriwether  Smith  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  ascertaining  the  taxes  and  duties  within  this 
Commonwealth,  comprising  them  in  one  act,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue ;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  vest  certain  lands  whereof  Burgess  Ball  is  seized  as  tenant  for  life,  in  trustees,  and  for 
other  purposes ;"  was  read  the  tliird  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  'to  vest  certain  lands  whereof  Burgess  Ball  is 
tfeized  as  tenant  for  life,  in  trustees,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  memorial  of  Daniel  Clarke  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice 
read,  amended  and  agreed  to  bj'  the  House,  as  I'oUoweth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  memorial  of  the  said  Daniel  Clarke,  praying  that  the 
conditional  acceptance  by  David  Ross,  Esq.  commercial  agent  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  drawn  by  Oliver  Pollock,  Esq. 
at  New  Orleans  in  favor  of  the  memorialist,  may  be  done  away;  and  that  the  acceptance  should  be  made  absolute 
and  unconditional,  for  so  much  as  shall  be  due,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  memorialist,  with  interest  thereon,  whenever  the 
finances  of  the  State  will  afford  it,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  said  David  Ross  do  state  the  claim  of  the  said  Clarke, 
and  return  the  same  to  the  present  session  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  being  informed  diat  Mr.  John  Hull,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northumberland,  attend- 
ed in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Hull,  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

A  bill,  "for  ascertaiijing  the  taxes  and  duties  within  this  Commonwealth,  comprising  them  in  one  act,  and  for 
establishing  a  permanent  revenue ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  and  resolatiou  on  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Smith,  which  lay  on 
the  table;  and  the  same  being  read  and  amended  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  toby  the  House,  as 
followeth : 

Your  committee  find,  that  the  said  Thomas  Smith,  received  two  thousand  jiaper  dollars  on  the  eighth  day  of  April, 

one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  which  he  applied  principally  to  the  purchasing  of  necessaries  for  his  office, 

also,  some  rations  from  the  commissaries:  which  said  sum  of  two  thousand  paper  dollars,  being  of  the  value  of  ten 

>  pounds  specie,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  ought  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  first  payment  to  be  made  the  said  Smith; 

and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  estimate  the  value  of  such  rations,  and  deduct  the  same  also. 

Retolved,  ther^ore,  That  the  said  Thomas  Smith,  ought  to  be  paid  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  specie, 


per  annum,  or  the  value  thereol"  in  tobacco,  for  liis  services,  deducting  therefrom  the  two  thousand  paper  dollars,  oi 
ten  pounds  specie,  and  the  value  of  such  rations  ;  also,  that  iiis  clerk  ought  to  be  paid  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds 
specie  per  annum,  or  the  value  thereof  in  tobacco ;  and  that  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the  said  sums  to  the  said 
Thomas  Smith  and  his  clerk,  as  soon  as  the  circumstances  of  the  treasury  will  admit. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  enable  Henry  M'Cabe  to  dispose  of  certain  lands,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  to  enable  Henry  M'Cabe,  to  dispose  of  certain 
lands." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strother  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and  also,  on  the  bills  "to  repeal  the  act  'to  suppress  excessive  gaming;"  and  "for  the  more  effectual 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  public  agents,  and  for  other  purposes,"  being  read;     . 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  26,  1781. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "to  continue  and  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  respecting  the  inspection  of  tobacco;'' 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  to  continue  and  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assem- 
bly respecting  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "directing  the  mode  of  adjusting  and  settling  the  payment  of  certain  debts  and  contracts,  and 
for  other  purposes;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

An  engrossed  clause,  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder,  "  to  empower  the  county  courts  to 
establish  a  mode  for  adjusting  debts  and  contracts  in  particular  cases  ;"  and  the  said  engrossed  clause  was  read  three 
times,  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  bid,  with  the  ryder,  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  directing  the  mode  of  adjusting 
and  settling  the  payment  of  certain  debts  and  contracts,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  John  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  treasurer  to  borrow  money,  tobacco,  hemp 
or  flour,  for  the  immediate  support  of  government;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
'•  for  asccnaniing  the  taxes  and  duties  within  this  Commonwealth,  comprising  them  in  one  act,  and  for  establishing  a 
permanent  revenue;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carter  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  some  progress 
therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Col.  Edward  Carrington  was  referred,  that 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  had  eome'to  several  resolutions  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  one  hundred  horses  may  be  procured  by  immediately  compelling 
the  delinquent  counties  to  make  up  the  wagons  and  teams  required  of  them  by  "  an  act  entitled  '  an  act  for  supplying 
the  army  with  clothes,  provisions  and  wagons;"  and  that  the  said  wagons  and  teams  ought  to  be  delivered  as  they  are 
collected,  to  the  deputy  quartermaster  in  this  State,  or  to  such  persons  as  he  shall  appoint  to  receive  the  same  ;  and 
that  the  said  wagons  and  teams  ought  to  be  valued  in  specie,  when  delivered  to  the  said  deputy  quartermaster;  and  his 
receipt  taken  for  the  same  at  such  valuaiions,  and  the  amount  thereof  debited  to  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  other  one  hundred  liorses  may  be  obtained  by  empowering  persons    jt 
of  credit  in  different  parts  of  the  country  to  procure  them,  and  the  persons  appointed  for  that  purpose  to  have  power 
and  authority  to  give   receipts  for  such  hordes  at  the  value  agreed  on  in  specie,  expressing  that  such  receipts  shall  be 
taken  by  any  sheriff  or  collector  for  taxes  on  lands  or  slaves,  or  any  other  tax  that  may  be  by  law  appropriated  for    ■ 
continental  purposes. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Messrs.  Ronald,  Smith  and 
Innes,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  I'-galize  the  measures  taken  by  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  Esq. 
late  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  supplying  the  Allied  ari'i;  and  militia,  employed  in  the  siege  of  York ;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  tin^e,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time- 
15  b 
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A  bill,  "  to  empower  the  treasurer  to  borrow  money,  tobacco,  hemp  or  flour,  for  the  immediate  support  of  govern- 
ment;" was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  and  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  repeal  the  act  '  to  suppress  excessive  gaming ;"  and  "  for  the  more  efiectual 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  public  agents,  and  for  other  purposes,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  27,   1781. 

A  bill,  "to  legalize  the  measures  taken  by  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  late  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  for 
supplying  the  Allied  army  and  militia,  employed  in  the  siege  of  York;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  vdiole  House,  to-morrow, 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  examination  of  the  conduct  of  John  Hopkins,  commis- 
sioner of  continental  loans  was  referred;  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  made  inquiry  into  the  same,  and 
had  agreed  to  a  report  and  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  John  Hopkins,  applied  to  May  Burton,  collector  of  the  taxes  for  the 
county  of  Orange,  offering  to  purchase  of  him  a  number  of  certificates,  and  pay  him  treasury  warrants  for  them ;  but 
that  the  said  Hopkins  and  Burton  did  not  make  any  bargain  respecting  the  same;  nor  does  it  appear,  that  the  said 
Hopkins  took  any  extraordinary  methods  to  compel  or  induce  the  said  Burton  to  dispose  of  tliose  certificates,  but  only 
made  him  an  offer  to  pay  him  in  treasury  warrants  for  the  amount  of  the  sums  expressed  in  such  certificates. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  John  Hopkins  had  in  his  possession,  from  time  to  time,  treasury  war- 
rants to  a  considerable  amount,  which  were  the  property  of  his  friends  and  acquaintance  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, and  sent  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  payment. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Robert  Wormely  Carter,  Esq.  presented  to  the  said  Hopkins,  two  Loan  OlSce 
certificates,  valued  four  hundred  dollars,  and  demanded  payment  of  tlie  interest  thereon ;  and  that  the  said  Hopkins 
took  the  said  certificates  into  his  possession  to  calculate  such  interest,  promising  to  pay  the  same;  and  that  the  said 
Hopkins  after  keeping  the  certificates  some  small  time  in  his  possession,  returned  them  to  the  said  Mr.  Carter,  in- 
forming him,  that  no  interest  was  due ;  and  the  said  certificates  were  endorsed  interest  paid,  when  returned  to  the  said 
Mr.  Carter,  although  there  was  not  any  such  endorsation  when  they  were  delivered  to  the  said  Hopkins.  This  circum- 
stance seeming  to  denote  some  ill  intention,  your  committee  have  been  particular  in  examining  into  the  whole  of  the 
transaction,  and  find  no  entry  was  made  of  such  interest  being  paid  on  Mr.  Hopkins's  books;  and  that  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  said  Hopkins  keeps  his  accounts,  no  charge  for  payment  of  such  interest,  can  be  brought  against  the 
United  States :  and  that  the  said  Hopkins's  books  appear  to  be  fairly  and  regularly  kept,  as  far  as  your  committee 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  same. 

Resolved,  therefore,  as  the  opinion  of  your  committee.  That  the  endorsation  above  referred  to,  was  altogether  a  mis- 
take; and  that  no  stigma  ought  to  be  affixed  to  the  said  John  Hopkins's  character,  on  that  account. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  to  whom  the  bill  to  continue  and  amend  the  "  act  for 
appointing  naval  officers,  and  ascertaining  their  fees;"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he 
read  in  his  plate,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  brine;  in  a  bill,  "  to  regulate  and  affix  the  pay  of  the  militia  heretofore  called  into 
service;"  and  that  Messrs.  Strother  and  Innes,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  public  printer  do  forthwith  strike  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  act,  "for  adjusting 
claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service;"  and  also  of  the  act,  "  for  calhng  in  and  funding  the  paper 
money  of  this  State." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Dixon : 
f  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill,  "for  establishing  a  new  ferry;"  also,  to  the  bill,  "to  em- 

'  power  the  Governor  to  fit  out  a  certain  naval  force."      And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherlbrd: 
»  Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  military  pensioners;"  also,  to  the  bill 

"to  empower  the  Governor  to  appoint  a  spicial  court  for  the  trial  of  certain  offenders."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  for  ascertaining  the  taxes  and  duties  within  this  Commonwealth,  comprising  them  in  one  act,  and  for  establishing  a  per- 
manent revenue;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carter  reported,  that  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and 
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made  several  amendmenis  lliereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  re- 
ceive the  same ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Riithertbrd: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  for  making  certain  allowances  to  Frederick  Fisherj^ 
John  Cusick,  Alexander  Martin  and  William  Moore,  wounded  soldiers;  also,  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  Mann 
Page  and  Francis  Triplett;  and  to  the  bill  "  to  vest  certain  lands,  whereof  Burgess  Ball  is  seized  as  tenant  for  life,  in 
trustees,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And 
then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutions  reported  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  which  lay  on  the  table, 
for  paying  certain  sums  of  money  to  Alexander  Buntain,  and  John  Caldwell;  and  the  same  being  twice  read,  were  on 
the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  (he  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Alexander  Buntain,  setting  forth,  I'lat  he 
was  marched  as  a  militia  man  from  the  county  of  Rockbridge,  under  the  command  of  Col.  M'Dowell,  to  joui  the 
gouthern  army;  that  he  was  in  the  action  of  Guilford,  where  he  had  the  misfortune  to  receive  a  wound  in  hi-;  knee, 
which  has  rendered  him  a  cripple,  and  unable  to  support  himself  by  labor,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that 
the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  one  year's  pay  for  his  present  relief,  and  the  farther  allowance  of  half  pay  during 
life;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Caldwell,  setting  forth,  that  he  was 
drafted  among  others  from  the  militia  of  Rockbridge  county,  to  join  the  southern  army ;  that  he  was  in  the  detach- 
ment commanded  by  Genera!  Morgan  that  defeated  Col.  Tarleton  at  the  battle  of  the  Cowpens,  and  during  the  ac- 
tion had  the  misfortune  to  receive  a  wound  in  his  right  arm,  which  has  since  deprived  him  of  the  use  of  it,  and  pray- 
ing relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  one  year's  pay  for  his  present  relief,  and  the  far- 
ther allowance  of  half  pay  during  life ;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "concerning  wagons  and  horses;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  delegate 
to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  nominate  a  person  proper  to  be  ballotted  for  as  a  delegate  to  represent  this  State  in 
Congress,  until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have  had  their  property  destroy- 
ed by  the  enemy,  or  who  have  had  all  or  the  greatest  part  of  their  grain  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  army;"  and  that 
Messrs.  Southall,  John  Page  and  Matthews,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

An  account  of  Messrs.  Dunlap  &i.  Hayes,  printers  to  the  Commonwealth,  for  public  services,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  repeal  the  act,  'to  suppress  excessive  gaming;"  and  ''for  the  more  effectual 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  public  agents,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  28,  1781. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Treasurer;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts;  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  examined  the  same  with  their  proper  vouchers  from  the  23d  October,  1780,  to  the  3d  of  Novem- 
ber last,  inclusive,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeth  : 

Your  committee  find,  that  the  sum  of  60,823,216/.  9s.  8  1-2^.  has  been  received  on  sundry  accounts,  including 
a  balance  of  550,871/.  Os.  2d.  in  his  hands  on  the  settlement  of  his  last  account.  Out  of  which  the  payments  made 
by  the  treasurer  amount  to  57,545.649/.  13*.  6  l-4f/.,  which  left  a  balance  in  his  hands  of  3,277,506/.  13^.  6  l-4d. 
which  appears  was  on  hand  that  day,  as  your  committee  have  examined  the  payments  and  receipts  of  money  since 
that  time,  and  counted  the  cash  on  hand;  that  150/.  IBs.  of  which  appears  to  be  counterfeit,  received  as  we  pre- 
sume through  the  hurry  of  business,  which  the  treasurer  requests  may  be  allowed  him.  Your  committee  find  that  the 
accounts  have  been  fairly  and  properly  kept:  but  for  a  more  clear  explanation  thereof,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to 
the  statement  annexed. 
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The  Treasury,  in  account  with  George  Brooke,  Treasurer. 
December  21,  1780,  To  counterfeit  money  allowed  per  resolution  of  this 

State, 
May  5,  1781,  To  cash  paid  sundry  persons,  -  -  Folio  182, 

.  To  1-8  per  cent  commission  on  the  Loan  Office, 

1778  establishment,  -  -  198, 

November  3,  To  cash  paid  sundry  persons  per  account,  -  205, 

To  1-8  per  cent  commission  on  the  Loan  Office, 

1778  establishment,  -  -  263, 

Balance  due,  -  -  ,  265, 


The  Treasury,  in  account  with  GEORGE  Brooke, 
October  21,  1780,    By  balance  then  due  per  account  settled, 
Mqy  5,  1781,    By  cash  received  of  sundry  persons. 

By  ditto  received  on  account  of  the  Land  Office, 
By  ditto  received  of  the  auditors  balance  of  the 

2,000,000/.  emitted  the  14th  July,  1780, 
'By  cash  received  into  the  Loan  Office,  1778  es- 
tablishment, •  - 
By  cash  received  of  the  auditors  for  the  10,000,000/. 

emitted  the  16th  October,  1780, 
By  cash  received  into  the  Loan  Office,  1779  es- 
tablishment, -  -  _ 
By  cash  received  of  the  auditors,  emitted  for  cloth- 
ing the  army,          -                      -  _ 
By  ditto       of     ditto  in  part  of  the  15,000.000/. 
emitted  March  the  1st,  1781, 
jN'ovember  3,              By  ditto       of     ditto,  for  balance  of  the  said  emis- 
sion,                       -                     .                     _ 
fiy  ditto  received  of  sundr3'  persons. 
By  ditto     ditto  of  the  auditors  lor  the  20,00,000Z. 

emitted  the  7th  May,  1781, 
By  ditto  received  on  account  of  the  Land  Office, 
By  ditto  into  the  Loan  Office,  1778  estabhshment. 
By  ditto  ditto,       1779        ditto, 


By  balance  due  as  per  contra, 

The  said  report  was  read  a  second  time ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer's  accounts  do  pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

An  account  of  Messrs.  Dixon  and  Nicolson,  late  printers  to  the  Commonvrealth,  lor  public  services,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  ascertain  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;" 
and  that  Messrs.  Ronald  and  Strother,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smith  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  inspected  several  others  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  do  carry  th{!  said  enrolled  bills  to  the  Senate  for  tlieir  inspection. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  alter  the  manner  of  discharging  tobacco  fees;"  and  that 
Mr.  Ronald  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  an  act,  'for  farther  continuing  and  amending  the  act  'for  appointing  naval  offi- 
cers and  ascertaining  their  fees,  and  for  other  purposes;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  to  amend  an  act,  'for  farther  continuing  and 
amending  an  act  'for  appointing  naval  officers  and  ascertaining  their  fees,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "concerning  wagons  and  horses;"  was  read^the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com  nitted  to  the  com- 
jmittee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  ifie  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
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■•to  empower  the  treasurer  to  borrow  nionej,  tobacco,  liemp  or  flour,  for  the  immediate  support  of  government;'' 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaiver  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  members  of  this  House  be  immediately  called  over. 

The  House  was  accordingly  called  over,  and  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted,  and  rf 
the  names  of  those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employ- 
ments in  the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Mr.  George  Stewart,  a  member 
for  the  county  of  Accomac;  Mr.  James  Marks,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Albemarle;  Mr.  William  Royall,  a  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  Amelia;  Mr.  Samuel  Lewis,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Botetourt;  Mr.  Henry  Bell,  a  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  Buckingham;  Mr.  Francis  Eppes,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Chesterfield;  Mr.  Creed  Has- 
kins,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Cumberland;  Mr.  Robert  Boiling,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddle;  Mr. 
Newman  Brockenbrough,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Essex ;  Mr.  Benjamin  Dulaney,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Fairfax;  Mr.  Daniel  Boone,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Fayette;  Mr.  Archer  Matthews,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Greenbrier;  iMessrs.  Edmund  Wilkins  and  John  Turner,  members  for  the  county  of  Greensville;  Mr.  George  Wat- 
kins,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Halifax;  Mr.  George  Nicholas,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Hanover;  Mr.  Joseph 
Prentis,  a  member  for  the  county  of  James  City;  Messrs.  Isaac  Cocks  and  Willis  Greene,  members  for  the  county  of 
Jeflerson;  Mr.  Thomas  Roane,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen;  Mr.  Waffendall  Kendall,  a  member 
for  the  county  of  King  George  ;  Messrs.  John  Taylor  and  Robert  Clarke  Jacobs,  members  for  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster; Mr.  Francis  Peyton,  a  member  for  the  count}'  of  Loudoun;  Mr.  Nicholas  Hopson,  a  member  for  the  county 
of  Lunenburg;  Messrs.  Benjamin  Logan  and  John  Edwards,  members  for  the  county  of  Lincoln ;  Messrs.  Lewis 
Burwell,  jr.  and  Samuel  Goode,  members  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg ;  Mr.  Robert  Sayres,  a  member  for  the 
county  of  Montgomery;  Messrs.  Lyddall  Bacon  and  Armistead  Russell,  members  for  the  county  of  New  Kent;  Mr. 
John  Gordon,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Northumberland ;  Messrs.  Benjamin  Lankford  and  Haynes  Morgan,  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania;  Mr.  Joseph  Moore,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Prince  Edward;  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Harrison,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Prince  George;  Mr.  John  Hooe,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Prince  William; 
Mr.  William  Smith,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Richmond;  Mr.  Edwin  Young,  a  member  for  the  county  of  She- 
nandoah ;  Messrs.  James  Kee  and  William  Hart,  members  for  the  county  of  Surry ;  Messrs.  Gray  Judkins  and  Na- 
thaniel Dunn,  members  for  the  county  of  Sussex  ;  Messrs.  Edward  Harwood  and  Cole  Digges,  members  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Warwick;  Messrs.  James  Innes  and  Samuel  Irwin,  members  for  the  county  of  Yohogania;  and  Mr.  Williarri^l 
Reynolds,  a  member  for  the  county  of  York. 

4  ^S'^ft^i  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  be  authorised  and  empowered  to  send  special  messen- 
gers intd  the  adjacent  counties  to  take  into  custody,  wherever  to  be  found,  the  absent  members  of  such  counties,  and 
Mr.  Speaker  is  desired  to  issue  his  warrant  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  do  apply  to  the  quartermaster  general  of  this  State, 
for  as  many  express  riders  and  horses,  as  may  be  necessary  to  send  for  the  delinquent  members,  agreeable  to  the  above 
order,  and  the  said  quartermaster  general  is  required  to  furnish  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  it  be  a  standing  order  of  the  day, 
that  as  soon  as  the  Speaker  takes  the  chair,. the  clerk  shall  proceed  to  call  over  the  names  of  the  several  members. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  proceed  with  the  utnsost  rigor  against  any  member,  who  shall  absent  himself, 
•A'ithout  leave  of  absence  first  obtained. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  exchange  and  fund  outstanding  auditors  warrants;"  and 
that  Messrs.  Hunter  and  Clendiunen,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  SouthalL  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have  had  their  property  des- 
troyed by  the  enemy,  or  who  liive  had  their  grain  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  army;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  lo  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Strother  presented,  according  to  ord  r,  a  bill  "  to  regulate  and  affix  the  pay  of  the  militia,  heretofore  called 
into  service  ;"   and  the  same  was  received,  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  alter  the  manner  of  discharging  tobacco  fees;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  re,- i  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  exchaiige  and  fund  outstanding  auditors  warrants;"  and  the 
_same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time;  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be  read  a  second  time, 

It  passed  in  the  net^ative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  "  for  ascertaining  the  taxes  and  duties  within  this  Commonwealth,  comprising  them  in 
one  act,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,"  with  amendments,  be  recommitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to-morrow. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  legalize  the   mea  ares  taken  by  Thomas  Nelson,  iun.  Esq.  late  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  supplying 
16  b 
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tlie  Allied  army  and  militia,  employed  in  the  siege  of  York ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consider- 
ation, and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  tliereto,  which  he  read  ni  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  Oiird  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  vest  certain  lands,  whereof  Bur- 
y  gess  Ball  is  seized  as  tenant  for  life,  in  trustees,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 
'  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strother  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Robert  Sayres,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Montgomery,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arras. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Robert  Sayres  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  George  Watkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Halifax,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence,  when  the  House  was  called  over. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  George  Watkins  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

A  bill,  "  for  the  relief  of  persons,  who  have  had  their  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  or  who  have  had  their 
grain  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  army;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  agree  to  proceed  this  day,  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  to  the  choice  of  a 
delegate  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next;  and  they  have  added  another 
person  to  the  nomination  for  the  said  appointment.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
delegate  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  till  the  first  Monday  in  November  next;  and  the  members  having  pre- 
pared tickets,  with  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Mann 
Page,  Southall  and  Travis,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  and  jointly  with  them 
to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  committee  then  withdrew ;  and  after  some  time,  returned  into  the  House,  and  reported,  that  they  had  accord- 
ing to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot 
boxes,  and  found  the  numbers  therein,  to  stand  as  followeth: 

For  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.  39  For  Paul  Carrington,  Esq.  30 

(^        Resolved,  That   Arthur  liCe,   Esq.  be  appointed  a  delegate,  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  until  the  first 
Monday  in  November  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. #4t*^,^) 

A  bill,  "  to  alter  the  manner  of  discharging  tobacco  fees,"  was  read  the  second  time;  and  the  question  neing  put 
that  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Information  being  made  to  the  House,  that  judgments  on  motion  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  had  been  reit- 
ilered  against  several  sherifl's  of  counties  lately  ravaged  by  the  enem}',  by  reason  whereof  they  could  not  collect  the 
taxes. 

Resolved,  That  the  Solicitor  delay  execution  until  the  first  day  of  April  next,  to  those  sheriffs  whose  collection  has 
been  prevented  or  retarded  by  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  within  their  counties. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  where  any  sheriff  or  collector  of  taxes,  can  make  it  appear  that  he  hath  applied  at  the 
auditors  ofiice,  and  hath  offered  to  make  a  settlement  of  his  collection,  and  hath  been  ready  to  pay  the  amount  of  the 
same,  and  that  it  hath  not  been  owing  to  any  default  or  negligence  of  his,  that  such  settlement  or  payment  hath  been 
delayed;  and  also,  in  all  cases,  where  any  sheriff  or  collector  hath  lodged  money  in  the  treasury  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid,  but  without  any  warrant  from  the  auditors  for  so  doing,  the  said  sheriff  or  collector,  ought  not  to  be  sub- 
jected to  the  payment  of  damages,  or  of  interest;  and  all  sheriffs  or  collectors  under  the  aforesaid  circumstances 
against  whom  judgments  have  been  obtained,  ought  to  be  discharged  therefrom,  provided  they  pay  the  principal  sura 
of  iuch  judgments,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  hill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs.  Meriwether  Smith, 
Ronald  and  Maim  Page,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

M/.  It'chard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Jclin  Brown,  Richard  Wade  and  John  Morton,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to 
several  resolutions  then  upon,  wliicli  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  parts  of  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Brown,  Rich- 
ard Wade  and  John  Morton,  as  pray  that  they  may  severally  be  allowed  the  full  pay  of  a  soldier,  from  the  time  they 
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were  taken  prisoners  by  a  party  of  the  Indians  at  tlie  Salt  Springs,  iu  the  county  of  Kentucky,  which  happened  on  . 
the  8th  di,y  of  February,  1778,  whilst  in  the  service  of  this  State,  until  the  11th  of  September,   1781,  the  time  thatr* 
they  eflected  their  escape,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  ought  to  settle  the  pay  due  to  them 
in  specie. 

Resolved,  ihfit  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  pray  that  a  cer- 
tain proportion  of  land  may  be  allotted  to  them,  as  well  for  their  services,  as  for  their  sufl'erings  whilst  in  captivity, 
be  rejf  ;:ted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  do  carry  the  first  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  regulating  officers  fees,  and  fixing  a  proper  allorwance  toM| 
witnesses  and  venire  men." 

A  bill,  "  to  regulate  and  a/fix  the  pay  of  the  militia  heretofore  called  into  service;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and^ 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time.  )| 

Tiie  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and  also,  on  the  bills,  "  to  repeal  the  act,  '  to  suppress  excessive  gaming;"  and  "for  the  more  effec- 
tual settlement  of  the  accoui;ts  of  public  agents,  and  for  other  purposes,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  sair.p  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  29,   1781. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Samuel  Goode,  one  of  the  members  for  tiie  county  of  Mecklenburg,  attend- 
ed in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arras. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Sahiuel  Goode  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  legalize  the  measures  taken  by  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  late  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth, for  supplying  the  Allied  ariiiy  and  militia,  employed  in  the  siege  of  York,"  was  read  the  third  time; 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  to  indemnify  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  late  Gov- 
f'ruor  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  legalize  certain  acts  of  his  administration. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  govern- 
ment;" and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Talbot  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  regulate  tobacco  fees,  and  fixing  the  allowance  to  sheriffs, 
witnesses  and  venire  men;"  and  the  s;iine  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
>'for  ascertaining  the  taxes  and  duties  within  this  Commonwealth,  comprising  them  in  one  act,  and  for  establishing 
a  permanent  revenue;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carter  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  a  farther  pro- 
gress therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
the  said  bill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

Mk.  Speaker. — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  respecting  the  accounts  of  Meriwether  Smith,  Esq.  ;||^ 
also,  to  the  resolutions  for  making  certain  allowances  to  John  Caldwell  and  Alexander  Buntain,  wounded  soldiers; 
and  they  liave  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights, 
and  returning  certain  survejs  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  (his  House.     And  then  he  withdrew.  ^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strother  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  bj'  Mr.  Henry  Lee : 

Mr.   Speaker, — Tlie  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  respecting  the  houses  of  Miles  Selden  and  others,  in|^ 
the  town  of  Richmond,  which  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy;  also,  to  the  resolution  respecting  the  memorial  of  Tho- 
mas Smith,  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  tliis  House.      And  then  he  withdrew.  a. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment,  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to.  ^^ 

Ordtred,  That  Mr.  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey :  • 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  respecting  the  claim  of  Daniel  Clarke,  with  an  amend- 
ment, to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  also,  to  the  resolution  for  appointing  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.  a^A 
delegate  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress;  and  to  the  bill  "to  continue  and  amend  the  several  acts  of  Asssembly; 
respecting  the  inspection  of  tobacco,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
And  then  he  withdrew. 
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The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution  respecting  the  claim  of  Dai>- 
f  iel  Clarke ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hunter  dojacquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tiie  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  continue  and  amend  the  several 
acts  of  Assembly,  respecting  the  inspection  of  tobacco ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  others 
amended  and  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strother  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey : 

rMR.  Speaker, — Tlie  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  respecting  the  accounts  of  James  Trabue,  a  purchas- 
ing commissary  in  Kentucky;  also,  to  the  bill  "to  enable  Henry  M'Cabe  to  dispose  of  certain  lands,"  with  an  amend- 
ment, to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew, 
\         The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment,  and  {he  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strother  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith.  , 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  adjust  and  regulate  the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  ofll- 
cers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  continental  establishment,  and  of  the  officers,  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines, 
in  the  service  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tiie  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  others 
disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  jMr.  Ellxey : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  truly  enrolled,  and  they  are 
signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  bill,  "  to  regulate  tobacco  fees,  and  fixing  the  allowances  to  sheriffs,  witnesses  and  venire  men,"  was  read  the 
second  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Talbot  and  Strother. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and  also,  on  the  bills  "to  repeal  the  act,  '  to  suppress  excessive  gaming ;"  and  "  for  tlie  more  effectual 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  public  agents,  and  for  other  purposes,  being  read;'" 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  31,   1781. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Lyddall  Bacon,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  New  Kent,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Lyddall  Bacon  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Creed  Haskius,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Cumberland,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence,  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Saturday,  the  22d  instant. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Creed  Haskins  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 
^M        On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately; 

The  House  was  accordingly  called  over,  and  the  names  of  those  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted,  and  the  names- 
of  those  who  made  default,  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employments  in  the 
^ervice  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

X        Ordered,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody,  Mr.  George  Stewart,  a  member 
for  the  county  of  Accomac;  Mr.  James  Marks,   a  member   for  the  county    of  Albemarle;  Mr.   William  Royall,  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Amelia ;  Mr.  Robert  Clark,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Bedford ;  Mr.  Henry  Bell,  a  mem- 
^ier  for  the  countj  of  Buckingham;  Mr.  Francis  Eppes,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Chesterfield;   Mr.  Robert  Bol- 
ting, a  member  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddle;  Mr.  Newman  Brockenbrough,  a  in>Miber  for  the  county  of  Essex;  Mr. 
Archer  Matthews,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier;  Messrs.  Edmund  Wilkiiis  an  1  John  Turner,  members  for 
4Ce  county  of  Greensville;  Mr.  George  Nicholas,  a  member  for  the  county  of  H.hiover;  Mr.  Joseph  Prentis,  a  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  James  City;  Mr.  Thomas  Roane,  a  member  lor  the  counly  of  King  and  Queen;  Messrs.  John 
Taylor  and  Robert  Clarke  Jacobs,  members  for  the  coiii\ty  of  Lancaster;   lAJ;     Fianris  Peyton,  a  member  for  the 
county  of  Loudoun;  Mr.  Nicholas  Hopion,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Lunenbi  x  ;   i^r.  Armistead  Russell,  a  niem- 
^)er  for  the  county  of  New  Kent;  Mr.  Jolm  Gordoji,  a  member  for  the  county  of  NiMthumbcrland ;  Messrs.  Benjamin 
Tiankford  and  Haynes  Morgan,  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania;  A!r.  William  Mayo,  _jun.  a  member  for  the 
county   of  Powhatan;  Mr.  William  Smith,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Richmond;  Messrs.  James  Kee  and  William 
Hart,  members  for  the  county  of  Surry;  Messrs.  Gray   Judkins  and  Nathaniel  Dunn,  members  for  the  county  of 
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Sussex;  Mr.  Edward  Harwood,  a  member  lor  the  county  of  Warwick;  and  Mr.  William  Reynolds,  a  inember  lor 
the  county  of  York. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  regulate  and  affix  the  pay  of  the  militia  heretofore  called  into  service;"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  regulate  and  affix  the  pay  of  the  militia,  hereto- 
fore called  into  service." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strother  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "for  ascertaining  the  salaries  to  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "  concerning' 
wagons  and  horses,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consi- 
deration, and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Elkey : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  receded  from  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  "  tejj^ 
continue  and  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  respecting  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  and  for  other  purposes."  And'^ 
then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  regulate  the  election  of  members  of  the  General  As- 
sembly ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  ascertaining  the  taxes  and  duties  within  this  Commonwealth,  comprising  them  in  one  act,  and  for  establishing  a 
permanent  revenue;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carter  reported,  that 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same, 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  the  account  of  Dunlap  and  Hayes,  public  printers,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice 
read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  account  of  the  said  Dunlap  and  Hayes  against  the 
public,  for  services  by  them  performed  on  public  account,  is  reasonable;  and  that  they  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds  ten  shillings  specie,  the  amount  of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Henry  Lee  : 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  indemnify  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  late  Governor  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  to  legalize  certain  acts  of  his  administration,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  Also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  regulating  the  military  and  naval  arrange- 
ments of  this  State,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then  he 
withdrew.  m* 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  tigreed  to  the  resolution,  for  making  certain  allowances  to  John  Browngli 
Richard  Wade  and  John  Morton.      And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  be  directed  to  settle  the  account  of  Col.  Russell,  for  his  expenses  in  attending  this 
Assembly,  on  behalf  of  the  other  officers,  to  the  day  on  whi,-h  the  bill  "  for  regulating  their  pay,"  passed  this  House. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  ifann  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Talbot  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "for  regulating  tobacco  fees,  and  fixing  the  allowance 
to  sheriffs,  witnesses,  and  venii"  men,"  uas  committed;  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  made  several  amendinents  thereto,  wliich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  Gen.  Greene,  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  'o  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  stale  of  the  Commonwealth. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  ~'  empower  the  treasurer  to  borrow  money,  tobacco,  hemp  or  flour,  for  the  immediate  sup- 
port of  government;"  was     'ad  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bil     o  pass;  and  that  the  title   be,  "an  act  to  empower  the  treasurer  to  borrow  money,  to- 
bacco, hemp  or  flour,  for  the  ..n mediate  support  of  governmeat." 
17  b 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  eonciirreDce. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  wagons  and  horses,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  supplying  the  southern  army  with  wagons 
and  horses." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,, ThaX  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "for  laying  taxes  in  certain  enumerated  commodities;"  and 
that  Mr.  Ronald  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  and  also,  on  the  bills  "Jx)  repeal  the  act,  -to  suppress  excessive  gaming;"  and  "  for  the  more  effectual 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  public  agents,  and  for  other  purposes,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  IQ  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  January   1,   1782. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  ascertaining  the  taxes  and  duties  within  this  Commonwealth,  comprising  them  in  one  act» 
and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for 
establishing  a  permanent  revenue." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  to  enforce 
the  execution  of  the  last  recruiting  law;"  and  that  Messrs.  Strotlier,  Hunter,  Southalt  and  Matthews,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  be  discharged  from  proceeding  on  the  paper  entitled 
"  instructions  to  the  delegates  of  King  and  Queen  county,  said  to  be  written  by  John  Warden,"  to  them  referred. 
Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  be  desired  to  order  prosecution  against  the  said  Warden. 
Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  empower  the  Governor  to  call  upon  all  such  counties  as  are 
deficient  under  any  law,  since  the  year  1777  ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Moore  and  Travis,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  letters  from  Gen.  Washington,  and  the 
President  of  Congress ;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Boyd's  Hole, 
setting  forth,  that  the  warehouses  at  the  said  inspection,  have  been  twice  broken  open  during  the  last  and  present  years, 
without  the  default  of  the  petitioners,  and  certain  tobacco  stolen  thereout;  and  praying  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  pub- 
tic  for  tlie  said  loss  ;  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tliat  the  petition  of  Ricliard  Evers  Lee,  setting  forth,   that  he 
.vas  one-fourth  part  owner  of  the  sloop  Warwick,  which  was  burnt  at  Osborne's,  on  the  approach  of  the  British,  in  the 
month  of  June  last ;  that  the  said  vessel  was  burnt  by  the  orders  of  Baron  Steuben  and  Commodore  Lewis,  for  the 
security  of  the  trading  fleet,  then  at  tiiat  place;  and  praying  to  be  made  compensation  for  the  same,  is  reasonable; 
ll^nd  that  the  commercial  agent  ought  to  appoint  two  persons  to  ascertain  the  damages  which  the  petitioner  has  sustained,  in 
^consequence  of  the  said  vessel  being  burnt,  as  aforesaid  ;  and  make  report  tiiereof,  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 
The  first  resolution  was  read  a  second  time;  and  on  tlie  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  the  second  resolution  do  lie  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  regulating  tob.icco  fees,  and  fixing  the  allowance  to  sheriffs,  witnesses  and  venire  men;" 
was  read  the  third  lime. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  regulating  tobacco  fees,  and  fixing  the  allow- 
ance to  sheriffs,  witnesses  and  venire  men." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Talbot  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Meriwether  Smith  presented,  according  to  order,   a  bill  "  for  giving  furllier  time  to  sheriffs  or  collectors  of 
taxes,  due  for  the  year  1781,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
'   to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  to  empower  the  justices  of  Elixabeth  City  county  to  hold  their 
courts  at  any  otiier  place,  than  liie  courthouse  in  the  said  county ;"  and  that  Mr.  Wray  do  prepare  and  bring  in  tiie  same. 
Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill,   "for  laying  taxes  in  certain  enumerated  commodities;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "for  allowing  farther  time  to  sheriffs  or  collectors  of  taxes,  due  for  the  year  1781,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses;" was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
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The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutions  which  lay  on  the  table,  for  making  certain  Qllow.mcea  to  John 
Simster  and  John  Morgan,  wounded  soldiers;  and  the  same  being  twice  read  were,  on  the  question  severally  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth ; 

Resolved  Tliat  the  petition  of  John  Simster,  setting  forth,  that  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  continental  service, 
and  was  in  Col.  Buford's  defeat  to  the  southward,  where  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  right  arm,  and  praying  re- 
lief, is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  one  year's  pay  for  his  present  relief,  and  the  farther  al- 
lowance ol  half  pay  during  life;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  John  Morgan,  setting  forth,  that  he  was  in  Col.  Buford's  defeat  to  the  southward, 
and  at  that  time  had  the  misfortune  to  receive  several  wounds  in  his  head,  and  to  lose  three  of  his  fingers  from  his 
right  hand,  whereby  he  is  rendered  unable  to  support  himself  by  labor,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the 
petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  six  months'  pay  for  his  present  relief,  with  the  farther  allowance  of  half  pay  during  life; 
and  that  he  ought  to  be  furnished  by  the  commissary  of  stores  with  a  blanket  and  a  suit  of  clothes,  to  be  charged  to 
the  continent,  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  cany  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  w  as  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  it  is  represented  that  John  Conan  hath,  at  the  instance  of  General  Clarke,  done  several  services  in  the 
capacity  of  a  surgeon,  and  found  medicines  and  accommodations  for  General  Clarke's  troops;  but  for  want  of  certain 
vouchers,  his  account  cannot  be  finally  liquidated  and  adjusted;  and  it  is  just,  that  a  certain  portion  of  his  supposed 
balance,  be  advanced  in  relief  of  his  present  urgent  necessities. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  advance  to  him,  the  sura  of  one  thousand  dollars,  as  a  part  of  his  de- 
mand, for  his  present  support  and  maintenance. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Banister  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  ascertaining  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Banister  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under 
their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hrtuse.    ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time.  11 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Henry  Lee : 

Mb.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  insist  on  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  to  adjust 
and  regulate  the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  ofiicers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  continental  establishment,  and 
also,  of  the  officers,  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines,  iu  the  service  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes;"  also,  they 
have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  paying  Col.  Russell's  expenses,  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew.  ^^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to.  f 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  John  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  for  making  certain  allowances  fo  John  Simster  aud^ 
John  Morgan,  wounded  soldiers.     And  then  he  withdrew.  ^ 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  repeal  the  act,  'to  suppress  excessive  gaming;"  and  "  for  the  more  effec- 
tual settlement  of  the  accounts  of  public  agents,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oil'  till  to-morrow. 
'  And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  January  2,   1782. 

IVIr.  Wray  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  justices  of  Elizabeth  City  county,  to  hold  their 
courts  at  any  other  place  than  the  courthouse  in  the  said  county;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Innes,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  tor  the  remainder  of  the 
session^ 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  respecting  the  laying  in  salt  provisions  for  the 
army,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  «hom  it  was  referred  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to 
continue  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  for  punish- 
ing those  who  shall  oppose  the  execution  of  the  laws,"  be  discharged  therefrom. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  an  additional  clerk  to  the  War  Office,  by  the  direction  of  the  late'Govemor  and 
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Council,  be  confirmed ;  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  same  salary,  as  is  allowed  by  law  to  the  assistant  clerk  of  tho 
Council. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Strother  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  Governor  with  advice  of  Council,  to  enforce 
the  execution  of  the  last  recruiting  law;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  allowing  further  time  to  sheriffs  or  collectors  of  taxes,  due  for  the  year  1781,  and  for 
other  purposes  ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  allowing  further  time  to  sheriffs  or  collectors 
of  taxes,  due  for  the  year  1781,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Meriwether  Smith  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
An  engrossed  bill,   "for  ascertaining  the  salaries  to  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  he,  "an  &ct,  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  to  the  officers  of  civil 
government. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Banister  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  for  laying  taxes  in  certain  enumerated  commodities ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  immediately. 

The  House  accordingly,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  bill;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Page  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  adjtist  and  regulate 
the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  continental  establishment,  and  also,  of  the 
officers,  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines  in  the  service  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  same  being  read, 
m  Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Andrew  Moore  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  Governor,  to  call  upon  all  such  coun- 
ties as  are  deficient  under  any  law,  since  the  year  1777;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  which  lay  on  the  table,  for  making  certain  allowances  to  John 
Chew,  jun.  and  the  same  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 
*M       Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  John  Cliew,  jun.  setting  forth,  that  in  the  Summer  of  1780,  he  was  appointed  a 
lieutenant,  in  the  second  regiment  of  militia,  ordered  from  this  State  for  the  relief  of  South  Carolina;  that  he  was  in 
General  Gates's  defeat,  where  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  left  arm,  and  receive  six  wounds  in  his  body,  which 
tJias  greatly  impaired  his  constitution,  and  rendered  him  unable  to  support  himself  and  family  by  labor,  and  praying 
belief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  one  year's  pay  for  his  present  relief,  and  the  farther  al- 
lowance of  half  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant  during  life ;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,,  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 
'  Whereas,  from  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  1777,   for  completing  the  troops  of  the  continental  line  of 

this  Stale,  the  old  9th  Virginia  regiment,  was  deprived  of  an  equal  right  in  the  new  levies  with  the  rest  of  the  regi- 
ments, by  which  means  the  officers  of  the  said  regiment,  were  not  only  injured  in  their  rank,  but  also  in  their  reputation. 
Resolved,  therefore.  As  a  mark  of  the  approbation  of  the  General  Assembly,  that  a  sword  be  presented  to  each 
of  the  officers  of  the  said  9th  regiment  who  are  now  in  service,  or  become  supernumerary,  on  the  last  arrangement ; 
and  that  the  Governor  be  desired  to  cause  the  same  to  be  provided. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Zachariah  Johnston  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Henry  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  directing  the  mode  of  adjusting  and  settling  the  payment 
uf  certain  debts  and  contracts,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  coacur- 
„  rence  of  this  House.     And  then  lie  withdrew. 

^  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  the  more  effectual  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  public  agents,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  after  some  (nue 
spent  therein,  Mr   Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 
On  a  motion  made, 
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Resolved,  Tliat  this  House  will,  on  the  tlrst  Monday  in  May  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  ot'  tlit 
whole  House,  on  the  said  bill. 

A  message  from  the  Seuate  by  Mr.  John  Jones:  JT 

Mr.  Speaker, — Tiie  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  regulate  and  affix  the  pay  of  the  militia,  heretofore  callecUj^ 
into  service  ;"  also,  to  the  bill  "  to  empower  the  treasurer  to  borrow  money,  tobacco,  hemp  or  flour,  for  the  immedi- 
ate support  of  government;"  also,  to  the  bill  "for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  per- 1^ 
manent  revenue;"  and  to  the  bill  "  to  remove  the  suspension  of  the  Superior  Courts,  and  to  alter  the  terms  of  hold-^ 
ing  the  same ;"  and  they  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  respecting  the  account  of  Messrs.  Dunlap  and  Hayes ;  and  fo^^ 
making  a  certain  allowance  to  John  Chew,  jun.     And  then  he  withdrew.  » 

Ordered,  That  the  public  printers  be  directed  to  strike  without  delay  150  copies  of  the  act,  "  directing  the  mode 
of  adjusting  and  settling  the  payment  of  certain  debts  and  contracts,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  also,  250  copies  of 
the  act,  "for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue." 

A  bill,  "  to  empower  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  last  recruiting  law ;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "to  empower  the  justices  of  Elizabeth  City  county,  to  hold  courts  at  any  other  place  than  the  courthouse 
in  the  said  county ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and  also,  on  the  bill  "to  repeal  the  act,  'to  suppress  excessive  gaming,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  tilt  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  January  3,    1782. 


Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  flour;"  and  that  Mr.  Mann  Page 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  regulate  impresses;"  and  that  Messrs.  Arthur  Lee  and  Mann 
Page,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  empower  the  justices  of  Elizabeth  City  county  to  hold  courts  at  any  other  place  than 
the  courthouse  in  the  said  county;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  to  empower  the  justices  of  Elizabeth  City  coun- 
ty to  hold  courts  at  any  other  place  than  the  courthouse  in  the  said  county." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wray  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  flour;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Arther  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  regulate  impresses ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time.  jt 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  laying  a  tax  in  certain  enumerated  commodities;"  waS  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  ' 
therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  laying  a  tax  in  certain  enumerated  commo- 
dities." ■ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have  had  their  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  or  who  have 
had  their  grain  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  army ;"  was  read  the  third  time.  Jl 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have  had  their  pro-^ 
perty  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  or  who  have  had  their  grain  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  army." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  recruit  the  Virginia  line  on  the  continental  establishment;" 
and  that  Air.  Mann  Page  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  ascertaining  the  manner  of  collecting  and  paying  taxes  due 
in  arrear,  before  the  year  1781;"  and  that  Mr.  Mcnwcther  Smith  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  ; ,  .solved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  empower  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Councd,  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  last  recruiting  law;"  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  clian-,  and  Mr.  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  there- 
to, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  dehvered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  aud  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Henry  Lee:  ^. 

RIr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  allowing  fiirther  time  to  sheriffs  or  collectors  of  taxes  If 
due  for  the  year  1781,  and  for  other  purposes;"  also,  to  the  bill  "for  reguiatiuj-  tobacco  fees,  and  fixing  the  allow- 
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ance  to  sheriffs,  witnesses  and  venire  men,"  wiiii  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House; 
and  also,  to  the  bill  "  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  to  the  officers  of  civil  government."     And  then  he  withdrew. 
jk     The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  regulating  tobacco  fees,  and 
ILfixing  the  allowance  to  sheriffs,  witnesses  and  venire  men ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Talbot  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
^  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act, 

\  for  further  continuing  and  amending  an  act,  '  for  appointing  naval  officers  and  ascertaining  their  fees;"  and  the  same 
L|being  read,  were  agreed  to. 
'  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  to  the 
officers  of  civil  government;"  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  others  amended  and  agreed  to,  and 
others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  recruit  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Meriwether  Smith  presented,  according  to  older,  a  bill  "  for  ascertaining  the  manner  of  collect  ing  and 
paying  taxes  due  in  arrear,  before  the  year  1781 ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  it  was  refer/ed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a  bill  "  concerning  the  lead  mines,"  be  discharged  therefrom. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  and  Council,  be  directed  to  appoint  as  soon  as  may  be,  three  fit  and  able  persons 
to  examine  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  managers  of  the  lead  mines;  and  report  the  same  to  tiie  next  Assembly,  in 
order  that  compensation  may  be  made  to  the  proprietors  of  the  said  mines  ;  and  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  se- 
cond time,  was  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "for  ascertaining  the  manner  of  collecting  and  paying  taxes  due  in  arrear  before  the  year  1781,  was  read 
the'  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  the  account  of  Dixon  and  Nicolson,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerks  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  account  of  the  said  Dixon  and  Nicolson  ajTalnst  the 
Dublic,  for  printing  services,  by  them  performed  on  public  account,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the)'  ought-to  be  allowed 
the  sum  of  581/.  lis.  Od.  specie,  the  amount  of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Henry  Lee : 

KMk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  recede  from  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill   "  for  ascer- 
taining the  salaries  to  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  and  agree  to  the  amendments  made  to  other  of  theiramend- 
ments  to  the  said  bill ;   also,  tliey  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  supplying  the  Southern  army  with  wagons  and  horses," 
\\ith  several  amendments.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
■         The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 
Jf         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  empower  the  justices  of  Elizabeth  City  county,  to  hold 
i-ourts  at  any  other  place  than  the  courthouse  in  the  said  county."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  bill,  "  to  regulate  impresses ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time^ 

A  bill,  "  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  llour;"  was  read  the  second  time,  amended,  and  together  with  the  amend! 

ments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  tlie  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the| 
Commonwealth ;  and  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  repeal  the  act,   '  to  suppress  excessive  gaming ;"  and   "  to  empower  the 
Governor  to  call  upon  all  such  counties  as  are  deficient  under  any  law,  since  the  year  1777,"  being  read; 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  January   4,  1782. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  regulate  impresses;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be  "  an  act,  to  regulate  impresses." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
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All  engrossed  bill,  "  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  flour;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  flour." 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  empower  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  last  re-- 
cruiting  law;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up;  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  same 
do  pass, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved.  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  advance  upon  account  200  pounds  in  specie,  to  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.  a 
delegate  to  Congress,  out  of  any  public  money  in  his  hands. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  recruit  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  immediately.  ^ 

The  House,  accordingly  resolved  itsell  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  bill;  and  after  some  timer* 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  X 
had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrosesd  and  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  fifty-five  members  of  this  House,  be 
a  sufficient  number  to  proceed  to  business. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  respecting  an  additional  clerk  to  the  War  Ofiice, 
with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew.  ',^t 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  j|^» 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senat'-  bv  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speakek, — The  Seiiite  liave  examined,  and  passed  the  treasurer's  accounts.    And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  i^iven  to  bring  in  a  bdl  "to  empower  the  naval  officers,  to  receive  the  duties  in  their  se- 
veral districts;"  and  that  Mr.  Meriwetiier  Siiiith  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  tho  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  for 
ascertaining  the  manner  of  collectir.g  and  paying  taxes  due  in  arrears,  before  the  year  1781,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  President  of  Congress, 
with  several  resolutions  of  tliat  body  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  tlie  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  recruit  the  Virginia  line,  on  continental  establishment;"  was  read  the  third  time.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  recruit  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  es-^ 
tablisliment." 

Ordered,  That  .Mr.  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Meriwether  Smith  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  naval  officers,  to  receive  the  duties 
in  their  several  districts;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  hy  Mr.  Jones  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  laying  a  tax  in  certain  enumerated  commodities."  AndV 
then  he  withdrew. 

A  bill,  "  to  empower  the  naval  officers  to  reserve  the  duties  in  their  several  districts;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed 
or  taken  for  public  service;"  and  that  Mr.  Strother  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  allowances  be  made  to  the  officers  of  the  General  Assembly,  for  their  services  a{ 
the  present  session, 

Tn  Specie. 
To  Mr.  John  Beckley,  clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  -  -  -  £  352  10 

To  Mr.  William  Drew,  clerk  of  the  Senate,  -  -  -  -  176     5 

To  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton,  jun.  clerk  of  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and 

Propositions  and  Grievances,  -  -  -  -  -  114 

To  Mr.  Adam  Craig,  clerk  of  the  committees  for  Religion,  Courts  of  Justice  and  Trade,  1 14 
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To  Mr.  Freeman  Eppes,  Serjeant  at  arms  to  the  House  of  Delegates,  including  a  deficieiir 

cy  of  four  days,  short  allowance,  -at  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  -  -  £  100 

To  Mr.  William  Pierce,  serjeant  at  arms  to  the  Senate,  ...  95 

To  John  Creagh,  William  Drinkard,  William  Hicks  and  Daniel  Hicks,  door-keepers  to  the 

House  of  Delegates,  each  -  -  -  -  33     5 

To  Thomas  Paul  and  William  Hicks,  door-keepers  to  the  Senate,  each  -  -  33     5 

To  Elizabeth  Jones,  for  taking  care  of  and  keeping  clean  (he  public  buildings,  -  10 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  On  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  b}'  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  be  directed  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  for  their  attendance  in  specie,  and  issue  warrants  thereupon. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hunter  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  respecting  the  claim  of  John  Conan ;  also,  they 
iiave  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  recruit  the  Virginia  line  on  the  continental  establishment."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  House  doth  adjourn  for  the  present  session,  it  will  adjourn  until  the  30th  day  of  March 
4iext. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Strother  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  adjusting  claims  for  property,  im- 
pressed, or  taken  for  public  service;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  flour,"  with  several  amend- 
^nents,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  theu  he  withdrew. 
nPlf    The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page,  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  empower  the  naval  officers  to  receive  the  duties  in  their  several  districts;"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  empower  the  naval  officers  to  receive  the  duties 
in  their  several  districts." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Meriwether  Smith  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  adjusting  claims,  for  property,  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service ;"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill   "  to  empower  the  naval  officers  to  receive  the  duties  in 
their  several  districts,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he 
•^■withdrew. 
^         The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments,  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to- 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Meriwether  Smith,  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  January  5,   1782. 

^        A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  are  hereby  directed  to  order  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  to  open  a  new  set  of 
books,  wherein  there  shall  be  kept  an  account  of  the  amount  of  all  taxes  arising,  or  which  may  become  due  to  the 
public,  from  the  operation  of  an  act,  passed  in  this  present  session  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  an  act,  for  ascertaining  cer- 
tain taxes,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue;"  in  which  books,  they  shall  particularly  state  the  amount  of  taxes 
due  by  each  county,  and  shall  also,  raise  accounts  to  show  the  sums  arising  from  every  particular  subject  of  taxation; 
they  shall  also  be  required  to  keep  correct  and  particular  accounts  of  all  money  or  commodities  received  in  payment 
of  such  taxes,  and  the  manner  in  which  such  commodities  and  money  are  appropriated;  and  also,  particular  accounts 
of  all  expenses  attending  the  collection  of  the  said  taxes,  and  of  all  deficiences  and  balances  due  by  the  several  she- 
riffs and  collectors  of  the  same,  or  any  other  person  whatsoever;  and  that  such  accounts  be  laid  before  the  General 
Assembly  at  the  beginning  of  every  session. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
*     Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution :  . 
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tlesohed,  That  the  Governor  be  desired  to  take  proper  measures  for  the  speedy  and  safe  removal  to  Richmond 
Ef  the  public  records  and  papers,  belonging  to  the  Superior  Courts  from  Staunton  and  other  places,  where  they  may 
ae  lodged  at  the  time. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Hous9^ 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service,'' 
was  read  the  third  time ;  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  same  do  pass, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford  : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  lo  regulate  impresses."     Aild  then  he  withdrew,  If 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  in  case  of  danger  from,  an  enemy,  by  invasion,  or  from  infectious  disorder,  the  Governor  with 
advice  of  Council,  do  appoint  any  other  place  than  Richmond,  for  the  meeting  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly,  giv- 
ing notice  thereof,  by  proclamation. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolution  to   the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smith  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  examined  several  others,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  do  carry  the  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  inspection. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Henry  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  proprietors  of  thefi^ 
lead  mines;  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  Messrs.  Dixon  &.  Nicolson ;  and  for  advancing  a  sura  of  money  to  Arthur 
Lee,  Esq.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  are  hereby  directed  not  to  pay  any  money  or  specifics  on  continental  account,  ex- 
cept to  the  financier  general  or  his  order,  or  other  person  specially  appointed  by  Congress  to  receive  the  same;  and 
that  particular  accounts  of  such  payments  and  their  vouchers  for  the  same,  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly,  at 
the  beginning  of  every  session. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  quartermaster  general  of  this  State,  be  directed  to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  Richard 
Williams,  John  Estin,  William  Blunt  and  John  Morgan,  against  the  public,  for  services  by  them  performed  as  express 
riders,  sent  by  the  serjeant  at  arms,  for  delinquent  members. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  that  the  auditors  open  and  keep  a  new  set  of  books^ 
for  making  certain  allowances  to  the  officers  of  the  General  Assembly ;  that  the  Governor  and  Council  appoint  any 
other  place  for  the  meeting  of  the  next  Assembly,  in  case  of  danger;  for  removing  the  public  records  from  Staunton; 
for  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  specie;  for  settling  the  accounts  of  certain  ex- 
press riders,  on  public  account ;  and  for  preventing  the  payment  of  money  or  specifics  on  account  of  the  United  States, 
unless  by  order  of  the  financier  general.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  that  when  this  House  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  until  the  first  Monday 
in  May  next.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  all  the  other  enrolled  bills,  which  have  been  sent  to  their  House  and 
find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew.    , 

The  Speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills: 

"  An  act,  to  suspend  the  execution  of  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  empower  the  court  of  Greenbrier  county  to  have 
a  wagon  road  opened  from  their  courthouse  to  the  eastern  waters." 

"  An  act,  for  farther  continuing  an  act,  entitled  an  act,  '  to  exempt  artificers  employed  at  iron  works,  from  militia 
duty." 

"  An  act,  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  an  act,  '  for  farther  continuing  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  empower  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  to  lay  an  embargo,  for  a  limited  time."  , 

"  An  act,  for  incorporating  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  in  the  county  of  Spottsylvania." 

"An  act,  to  empower  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  to  appoint  a  deputy  on  the  western  waters." 

"An  act,  for  restoring  to  Robert  Baine,  his  former  estate." 

"An  act,  for  dividing  the  county  of  Bedford." 
19  b 
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"  An  act,  to  suspend  the  operation  of  an  act,  'to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  lay  a  duty  on  cer- 
tain goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes." 

"  An  act,  to  secure  to  persons  who  derive  titles  to  lots,  lands,  or  tenements,  under  the  lottery,  or  under  a  deed  of 
trust  of  the  late  William  Byrd,  Esq.  a  fee  simple  estate  therein." 

"An  act,  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have  been  or  may  be  injured  by  the  destruction  of  the  records  of  county 
courts." 

"An  act,  to  empower  the  justices  of  James  Cit}'  county,  to  hold  their  courts  at  any  other  place  within  the  same 
than  Williamsburg,  during  the  continuance  of  the  smallpox  there." 

"An  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State." 
"An  act,  to  empower  the  Executive  to  lit  out  a  certain  naval  force." 
^         "An  act,  for  establishing  a  new  ferry." 

"  An  act,  giving  powers  to  the  Governor  with  the  advice  of  Council,  to  appoint  a  special  court  for  the  trial  of 
certain  oflenders." 

"An  act,  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service." 
"An  act,  for  the  reUef  of  military  pensioners." 

"  An  act,  to  vest  certain  lands,  whereof  Burgess  Ball  is  seized  as  tenant  for  life,  in  trustees,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

"  An  act,  to  continue  and  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  respecting  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

"An  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  giving  farther  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre- 
emption rights,  and  returning'certaln  suiveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes." 
A^         "An  act,  to  enable  Henry  M'Cabe  to  dispose  of  certain  lands." 

"An  act,  to  adjust  and  regulate  ilie  pay  and  accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  conti- 
nental establishment,  and  also  of  the  otiicers,  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  in  the  service  of  this  State,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

"An  act,  to  indemnify  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  late  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  legalize  certain 
acts  of  his  administration." 

"An  act,  for  regulating  the  military  and  uaval  arrangements  of  this  State." 

"An  act,  directing  the  mode  of  adjusting  and  settlibg  the  payment  of  certain  debts  and  contracts,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

"  An  act,  for  supplying  the  southern  army  with  wagons  and  horses." 

"An  act,  to  empower  the  treasurer  to  borrow  money,  tobacco,  hemp  or  flour,  for  the  immediate  support  of  gov- 
ernroent." 

"An  act,  to  regulate  and  affix  the  pay  of  the  militia  heretofore  called  into  service." 
"An  act,  for  regulating  tobacco  fees,  and  fixing  tlie  allowance  to  sheriffs,  witnesses  and  venire  men." 
"  An  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  farther  continuing  and  amending  an  act,  '  for  appointing  naval  offi- 
cers and  ascertaining  their  fees,  and  for  other  purposes." 

"An  act,  to  remove  the  suspension  of  the  Superior  Courts,  and  to  alter  the  terms  of  holding  the  same." 
^         "An  act,  liar  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue." 
"  An  act,  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  to  the  officers  of  civil  government." 

"An  act,  for  allowing  further  time  to  the  sheritls  or  collectors  of  taxes  due  for  the  year  1781,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

"An  act,  for  laying  a  tax  in  certain  enumerated  commodities." 

"  An  act,  to  empower  the  justices  of  Elizabeth  City  county,  to  hold  courts  at  any  other  place  than  the  courthouse, 
in  the  said  coiuity." 

"  An  act,  to  regulate  impresses." 

"  An  act,  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  flour." 

•'■An  act,  to  recruit  the  Virginia  line  on  the  continental  establishment." 

"  An  act,  to  empower  the  naval  officers  to  receieve  the  duties  in  their  several  districts." 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  March  next. 


HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  VIRGINIA; 
BEGUN  AND  HELD  IN  THE  CITY  OF  RICHMOND, 

OJV  MOJ^DAF,   THE   TWEJ\'TYFIRST  DAY  OF  OCTOBER,  IJV  THE  TEAR  OF 
OUR  LORD  OJVE  THOUSAJVD  SEVEJV  HUJ^DRED  AJ^D  EIGHTT-TWO 


RICHMOND : 

i'UINTEO  BY  I'HOMAS  W.  WHITR,  OPPOSITE  THE    IJEIXrAVKU.V, 

1H28. 


JOURNAL 
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GENERAL  ASSEMBLY, 

BEGUJ\'  and  held  at  the  public  buildings  in  the  City  of  Richmond,  on  Monday,  the  tiventy-first 
day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred,  and  eighty-two. 


MONDAY,  October  21,  1782. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment ; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  October  22,  1782. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment ; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  October  23,  1782. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment ; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  busiuess, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  12  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  October  24,  1782. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment. 

A  member  returned  on  a  new  writ,  having  taken  the  oaths  appointed  by  law,  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted;  and  the 
,  names  of  those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  \n 
the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 
B 


Urdcrril,  Tliiit  ilie  sei'jeuiil  at  fti-.iis  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Tiiomas  Parramore,  a  ineinbev 
tor  the  county  ot"  Accomac;  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Thomas  Walker,  members  lor  the  county  of  Albemarle;  Everard 
Meade,  a  niember  for  the  county  of  Amelia;  Hugh  Rose  and  VViTIiam  Cabell,  members  for  the  county  of  Amherst; 
Zaciiariah  Johnston  and  John  Cunningham,  members  for  the  county  of  Augusta;  Robert  Clarke,  a  member  for  the 
county  of  Bedford;  Adam  Stephen  and  Dolphin  Drew,  meuibers  for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  Thomas  Madison  and 
Thomas  licwis,  members  for  (he  county  of  Botetourt;  Frederick  Maclin  and  William  Stitli,  mcuibers  for  the  county 
of  Brunswick;  Charles  Patteson  and  Thomas  Anderson,  members  tor  the  county  of  Buckingham;  Robert  Adams, 
jun.  and  William  Brown,  members  Ibr  the  i-ounty  of  Campbell;  William  Green  Munford,  a  member  for  the  county 
of  Ciiarles  City;  Henry  Skipwith  and  Carter  Henry  Harrisor>,  jriembers  for  the  county  of  Cumberland;  French 
Strother,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Culpeper;  George  Booker,  u  member  for  the  county  of  Elizabeth  City;  Charles 
Broadwater,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Fairfax;  William  Pickett,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Fauquier;  David 
Ross,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Fluvanna;  John  Page  and  Thomas  Smith,  members  for  the  county  of  Gloucester; 
John  Payne,  a  member  for  the  count}'  of  Goochland;  James  Reid  and  George  Clendinnen,  members  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Greenbrier ;  Edmund  Wilkins,  a  niember  for  the  county  of  Greensville  ;  Jolin  Coleman  and  Walker  Daniel, 
members  for  the  county  of  Halifax;  Elias  Poston,  a  niember  for  the  county  of  Hampshire;  Patrick  Henry  and  Peter 
Saunders,  members  for  the  county  of  Henry;  Josiah  Parker  and  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  members  for  the  county  of 
Isle  of  Wight;  Thomas  Roane,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen;  George  Fitzhugh,  a  member  for  the 
county  of  King  George ;  Holt  Richoson  and  Bernard  Aloore,  members  for  the  county  of  King  William ;  John  Car- 
ter, a  member  for  the  county  of  Loudoun;  William  W'hite  and  William  Du-Val,  members  for  the  county  of  Louisa; 
Henry  Stokes  and  Sylvanus  Walker,  members  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg;  Samuel  Dedman,  a  member  for  the 
county  of  Mecklenburg;  Thomas  Moore  and  Simon  Frazier,  members  for  the  county  of  Middlesex;  Jesse  Evans,  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  Kincher  Godwin  and  Wells  Cowper,  members  for  the  county  of  Nansemond; 
Thomas  Newton,  jun.  and  Thomas  Mathews,  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk;  John  Bowdoin,  a  member  for  the 
county  of  Northampton;  Benjamin  Porter,  jun.  and  Benjamin  Hayley,  members  for  the  county  of  Orange;  John 
Wilson  and  Constant  Perkins,  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania;  William  Robinson  and  Thomas  Walke, 
members  for  the  county  of  Princess  Anne;  Arthur  Lee  and  Lynaugh  Helin,  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  Wil- 
liam ;  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  and  James  Gordon,  jun.  memliers  for  the  county  of  Richmond ;  George  Huston  and 
William  Nalle,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham;  Isaac  Zane  and  Taverner  Beale,  members  for  the  county  of 
Shenandoah;  James  Kee  and  Richard  Cocke,  members  for  the  county  of  Surry;  David  Mason  and  Michael  Bailey, 
members  for  the  county  of  Sussex ;  Richard  Henry  Lee,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland  ;  Arthur  Camp- 
bell and  David  Campbell,  members  for  the  county  of  Washington ;  and  John  Hutchings,  a  member  for  the  borough  of 
Norfolk. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  October  25,   1782. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  George  Booker,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Elizabeth  City;  Mr. 
John  Payne,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Goochland;  and  Mr.  Richard  Cocke,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Surry,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeani  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence 
when  the  House  was  called  over  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  George  Booker,  John  Payne  and  Richard  Cocke,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  pay- 
ing fees. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  to  proceed  to  other  business, 

Tiie  House  adjourned  till  Monday.  12  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  October  28,   1782. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Thomas  Mathews,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Norfolk  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Walke, 
a  member  for  the  county  of  Princess  Anne;  Mr.  Benjamin  Porter,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Orange;  Mr. 
Thomas  Anderson,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Buckingham;  and  Mr.  Henry  Stokes,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Lunenburg,  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Mathews,  Thomas  Walke,  Benjamin  Porter,  Thomas  Anderson  and  Henry 
Stokes,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  James  Kee,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Surry ;  Mr.  French  Strother,  b 
member  for  the  county  of  Culpeper;  Mr.  William  Cabell,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Amherst;  Mr.  Thomas  Wal- 
ker, a  member  for  the  county  of  Albemarle;  Mr.  Edmund  Wilkins,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Greensville;  and 
Mr.  Wdliam  White,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Louisa,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  ai  arms,  and  that  there 
was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Thursday  last; 


Ordered,  That  the  s;ii(J  James  Kee,  Fieoch  Stroihei-,  VVilhaiu  Cabull,  Thomas  VValke,  Edimind  VVilUius,  ami 
William  While,  be  admitted  to  tlicir  seats    witiiout  paying  lees. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  caHed  over  immediately; 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted;  and  the 
names  of  those  who  made  del'aiilt,  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  emplo^'ment^ 
in  the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Edward  Meade,  a  member  (or 
the  county  of  Amelia;  Zachariah  Johnston  and  John  Cunningham,  members  for  the  county  of  Augusta;  Robert 
Clarke,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Bedford  ;  Adam  Stephen,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Berkeley  ;  Thomas  Mad- 
ison and  Thomas  Lewis,  members  for  tlie  county  of  Botetourt;  Frederick  Maclin  and  William  Stith,  members  for 
the  county  of  Brunswick  ;  Charles  Patteson,  a  member  for  the  county  of 'Buckingham  ;  Robert  Adams,  jun.  and  Wil- 
liam Brown,  members  for  tlie  county  of  Campbell;  William  Green  Munford,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Charier 
City  ;  Henry  Skipwith  and  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  mcmb&rs  for  the  county  of  Cumberland;  William  Pickett,  a  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  Fauquier;  David  Ross,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Fluvanna;  John  Page  and  Thomas  Smith, 
members  for  the  county  of  Gloucester;  James  Reid  and  George  Clendinnen,  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier; 
John  Coleman,  a  member  tor  the  county  of  Halifax;  Elias  Poston,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Hampshire;  Patrick 
Henry  and  Peter  Saunders,  members  for  the  county  of  Henry;  Josiah  I'arker  and  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  members  for 
the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight;  Thomas  Roane,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen;  George  Fitihugh,  a  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  King  George;  Holt  Richeson  and  Bernard  Moore,  members  for  the  county  of  King  William  ; 
John  Carter,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Loudoun;  Sylvanus  Walker,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg;  Sa- 
muel Dedman,  a  member  for  the  county  Mecklenburg;  Thomas  Moore  and  Simon  Frazer,  members  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex;  Jesse  Evans,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  Kincher  Godwin  and  Wills  Cowper,  members 
!br  the  county  of  Nansemond ;  Thomas  Newton,  jun.  a  member  for  the  county  of  Norfolk  ;  Benjamin  Hayley,  a  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  Orange;  John  W^ilson  and  Constant  Perkins,  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania;  Lynaugh 
Helin,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Prince  William  ;  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  and  James  Gordon,  jun.  members  for 
the  county  of  Richmond  ;  George  Huston  and  William  Nalle,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham  ;  Isaac  Zane 
and  Taverner  Beale,  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah  ;  David  Mason  and  Michael  Bailey,  members  for  the 
county  of  Sussex;  Richard  Henry  Lee,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland ;  Arthur  Campbell  and  David 
Campbell,  members  for  the  count}'  of  Washington. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  be  authorised  and  empowered  to  send  special  messen- 
gers to  take  into  his  custody  wherever  to  be  found,  the  bodies  of  the  foregoing  members;  and  Mr.  Speaker  is  desired 
to  issue  his  warrants  accordingly. 

There  not  being  a  suiScient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  October  29,  1782. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Everard  Meade,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Amelia ;  and  Mr.  William 
Green  Munford,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Charles  City,  attended  in  custody  of  the  seijeant  at  arras; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Everard  Meade  and  William  Green  Munford,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 
There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business,  , 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock.  .    , 


WEDNESDAY,  October  30,  17S2. 


Another  member  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Messrs.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter,  and  James  Gordon,  jun.  members  for  the 
county  of  Richmond;  and  Messrs.  Robert  Adams,  jun.  and  William  Browne,  members  for  the  county  of  Campbell, 
attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Robert  Wormeley  Carter,  James  Gordon,  jun.  Robert  Adams,  jun.  and  William  Browne, 
be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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THURSDAY,  October  31,  1782. 

The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  1,  1782. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Henry  Skipwith,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Cumberland,  at- 
tended in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms ;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was 
called  over  on  Monday  last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Henry  Skipwith,  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  i\lr.  Robert  Clarke,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Bedford,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Robert  Clarkej  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees.  ^ 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  Monday,  12  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  November  4,   1782. 


The  Hou«e  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Coleman,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Halifax,  attended  in 
'•ustody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,    That  the  said  John  Coleman,  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Gloucester ;  and  Mr. 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at 
irms;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  the  28th  ultimo; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Smith  and  Richard  Henry  Lee,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted ;  and  the 
names  of  those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in 
the  service  of  the  State  elsewliere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  tiie  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Hugh  Rose,  a  member  for  the 
county  of  Amherst ;  Zachariah  Johnston  and  John  Cunningham,  members  for  the  county  of  Augusta ;  Adam  Ste- 
phen, a  member  for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  Thomas  Madison  and  Thomas  Lewis,  members  for  the  county  of  Bote- 
tourt; Frederick  Maclin  and  William  Stith,  members  for  the  county  of  Brunswick;  Charles  Patteson,  a  member  for 
the  county  of  Buckingham  ;  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  a  member  for  tiie  county  of  Cumberland;  William  Picket,  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Fauquier;  John  Pac;e,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Gloucester;  James  Reid  and  George 
Clendinnen,  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier ;  Klias  Poston,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Hampshire  ;  Patrick 
Henry  and  Peter  Saunders,  members  for  the  county  of  Henry;  Josiah  Parker  and  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  members 
for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight ;  Tiiomas  Roane,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen;  George  Fitzhugh, 
a  member  for  the  county  of  King  George ;  Holt  Richeson  and  Bernard  Moore,  members  for  the  county  of  King 
William  ;  John  Carter,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Loudoun;  William  Du-Val,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Louisa; 
Sylvanus  Walker,  a  member  lor  the  county  of  Lunenburg;  Samuel  Dedman,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Mecklen- 
burg; Thomas  Moore  and  Simon  Frazer,  memljers  for:  the  county  of  Middlesex ;  Jesse  Evans,  a  member  for  the 
touiity  of  Montgomery  ;  Kincher  Godwin  and  Wells  Cowper,  members  for  the  county  of  Nansemond  ;  William  Dan- 
dridge,  a  member  for  the  county  of  New  5ent  ;  John  Hull,  a  member  for  tlie  county  of  Northumberland  ;  Benjamin 
Hayley,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Orange  ;  John  Wilson  aud  Constant  Perkins,  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsyl- 
vania ;  Lynaugh  Helm,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Prince  William  ;  George  Huston  and  William  Nalle,  members 
for  the  county  of  Rockingliam  ;  Isaac  Zane  and  Tavcrner  Beale,  members  for  tlie  county  of  Shenandoah  ;  David 
Mason  and  Midiael  Bailey,  members  for  the  county  of  Sussex ;  Arthur  Campbell  and  David  Campbell,  members  for 
the  county  of  Washington. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  o,   1T8'2. 

Tlie  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  William  Dandridge,  one  of  the  members  for  tlie  county  of  New  Kent;  and 
William  Du-Val,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Louisa,  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  and  thai 
iliere  was  good  canse  to  excuse  their  absence,  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  yesterday; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Dandridge  and  William  Du-Val,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Carter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun,  attended  in 
cuslody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Carter  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  mem!)ers  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted;  and  the 
names  of  those  who  made  default,  being  again  called  oxer,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employments  in 
the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms,  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Thomas  Jefterson,  a  member 
for  the  county  of  Albemarle;  Hugh  Rose,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Amherst ;  Zachariah  Johnston  and  John  Cun- 
ningham, members  tor  the  county  of  Augusta ;  Adam  Stephen,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Berkeley  ;  Thomas  Madi- 
son and  Thomas  Lewis,  members  for  the  county  of  Botetourt  ;  Frederick  Maclin  and  William  Stith,  members  for  the 
county  of  Brunswick ;  Charles  Patteson,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Buckingham ;  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  a  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  Cumberland;  William  Pickett,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Fauquier;  John  Page,  a  member 
lor  the  county  of  Gloucester ;  James  Reid  and  George  Clendinnen,  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier  ;  Elias 
Poston,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Hampshire ;  Patrick  Henry  and  Peter  Saunders,  members  for  the  county  of 
Henry  ;  Josiah  Parker  and  JohnScasbrook  Wells,  members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight;  Thomas  Roane,  a  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen  ;  George  Fitzhugh,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King  George ;  Holt  Richeson 
and  Bernard  Moore,  members  for  the  county  of  King  William ;  Sylvanus  Walker,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Lunen- 
burg; Samuel  Dedman,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg;  Thomas  Moore  and  Simon  Frazer,  members  for 
the  county  of  Middlesex  ;  Charles  Martin,  a  member  liar  the  county  of  Monongalia ;  Jesse  Evans,  a  member  for  the. 
county  of  Montgomerj' ;  Kinchen  God«  in  and  Wells  Cowper,  members  for  the  county  of  Nansemond ;  Thomas  New- 
ton, jun.  a  member  for  the  county  of  Norfolk;  John  Hull,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Northumberland  ;  Benjamin 
Hayley,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Orange ;  John  Wilson  and  Constant  Perkins,  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsyl- 
vania ;  Willian)  Robinson,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Princess  Anne  ;  Lynaugh  Helm,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Prince  William  ;  George  Huston  and  William  Nalle,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham ;  Isaac  Zane  and  Taver- 
ner  Beale,  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah  ;  Richard  Cocke,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Surry  ;  David  Mason 
and  Michael  Bailey,  members  for  the  county  of  Sussex;  and  Arthur  Campbell  and  David  Campbell,  members  for  the 
county  of  Washington. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business. 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  6,   1782. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  William  Ronald,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Powhatan;  Messrs. 
Frederick  Maclin  and  William  Stith,  members  for  the  county  of  Brunswick;  and  Mr.  Artlun-  Campbell,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Washincjtoii,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms;  and  that  there  was  good  cause 
to  excuse  their  absence,  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  yesterday; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Ronald,  Frederick  Maclin,  William  Stith  and  Arthur  Campbell,  be  admitted  to 
their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Thomas  Madison,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Botetourt,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Madison  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees< 

Ordered,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  be  dire  :',ed  to  attend  Carter  Henry  Harrison  Esq.  a 
member  returned  to  serve  in  this  House,  for  the  county  of  Cumberland,  in  order  to  his  necessary  qualification  as  a 
member,  agreeable  to  law. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted;  and  the 
names  of  those  who  made  default,  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employments 
in  the  service  of  the  Slate  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  serieant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  ids  custody  Thomas  Jefferson,  a  member  for 
the  county  of  Albemarle;  Hugh  Rose,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Amber ,t;  Zachariah  .Johnston  and  John  Cunning- 
ham, members  for  the  county  of  Augusta;  Adam  Stephens,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  Thomas  Lewis,  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Botetourt;  Charles  Patteson,  a  nsember  for  tiie  county  of  Buckinglirm;  John  Page,  jun. 
a  member  for  the  county  of  Caroline;  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Cumberland;  William 
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Gatewood,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Essex;  William  Pickett,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Fauquier;  James  Reid 
and  George  Clendinnen,  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier;  Elias  Poston,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire; Patrick  Henry  and  Peter  Saunders,  members  for  the  county  of  Henry;  Josiah  Parker  and  John  Scasbrook 
Wells,  members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight ;  Thomas  Roane,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen ; 
George  Fitzhugh,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King  George;  Holt  Richeson  and  Bernard  Moore,  members  for  the 
county  of  King  William;  Sylvanus  Walker,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg;  Samuel  Dedman,  a  member  for 
the  county  of  Mecklenburg;  Thomas  Moore  and  Simon  Frazer,  members  for  the  county  of  Middlesex;  Jesse  Evans, 
a  member  for  the  county  of  Montgomery ;  Kinchen  Godwin,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Nansemond;  John  Hull,  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Northumberland;  Benjamin  Hayley,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Orange;  John  Wilson, 
and  Constant  Perkins,  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania;  George  Huston  and  William  Natle,  members  for  the 
county  of  Rockingham ;  Taverner  Beale,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah ;  Richard  Cocke,  a  member  for 
the  county  of  Surry;  David  Mason  and  Michael  Bailey,  members  for  the  county  of  Sussex;  and  David  Campbell,  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Washington. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  November  7,   1782. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Kinchen  Godwin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county'  of  Nansemond ;  and 
Mr.  John  Page,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Caroline,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ;  and  that 
there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  yesterdaj'; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Kinchen  Godwin  and  John  Page,  jun.  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Carter  Henr^'  Harrison,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Carter  Henry  Harrison  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Page,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Gloucester ;  Mr.  Thomas  Roane,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen;  and  Messrs.  Holt  Richeson,  and  Bernard  Mooin,  members  for  the 
county  of  King  William ;  who  have  been  taken  into  the  custody  of  special  messengers  by  Mr.  Speaker's  warrants, 
agreeable  to  an  order  of  the  28th  ult.  be  discharged  out  of  custody ;  it  appearing  to  the  House  that  they  have  good 
cause  for  their  present  non-attendance. 

There  not  being  a  suflicient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  8,   1782. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  William  Pickett,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms;  and  that  tliere  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Wednesday  last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Pickett  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Jefferson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Albemarle,  who  has  been  taken  into 
the  custody  of  a  special  messenger  by  Mr.  Speaker's  warrant,  agreeable  to  an  order  of  the  28th  ult.  be  discharged 
out  of  custody;  it  appearing  to  the  House  that  he  has  good  cause  for  his  present  non-attendance. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  calledover,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted;  and  tlie 
names  of  those  who  made  default,  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in 
the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Hugh  Rose,  a  member  for  the 
county  of  Amherst;  Zachariah  Johnston  and  John  Cunningham,  members  for  the  county  of  Augusta;  Adam  Stephen, 
a  member  for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  Thomas  Lewis,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Botetourt;  Charles  Pattcson,  a 
utember  for  the  county  of  Buckingham;  William  Gatewood,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Essex;  James  Reid  and 
George  Clendinnen,  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier;  Elias  Poston,  a  member  for  the  county  ot  Hampshire; 
Patrick  Henry  and  Peter  Saunders,  members  for  the  county  of  Henry;  Nathaniel  Burwell,  a  member  tor  the  county 
of  James  City;  Josiah  Parker  and  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight;  George  Fitz- 
hugh, a  member  for  the  county  of  King  George  ;  Sylvanus  Walker,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg ;  Samuel 
Dedman,  a  member  for  tiie  county  of  ]\Iecklenburg;  Thomas  Moore  and  Simon  Frazer,  members  for  the  county  ot 
.Middlesex;  Jesse  Evans,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  Thomas  Newton,  jun.  a  member  for  the  count}' 


of  Norfolk ;  John  Hull,  a  member  for  the'county  of  Northumberland ;  Benjamin  Hayiey,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Orange;  John  Wilson  and  Constant  Perkins,  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania;  Nathaniel  Harrison,  a  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  King  George ;  William  Robinson,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Princess  Anne ;  George  Huston 
and  William  Nalle,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham;  Isaac  Zane  andTaverner  Beale,  members  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Shenandoah ;  Richard  Cocke,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Surry ;  David  Mason  and  Michael  Bailey,  membert 
(br  the  county  of  Susses;  and  David  Campbell,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Washington. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to    other  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  November  9,  1782. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Hugh  Rose,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Amherst;  and  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Newton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms;  and  that 
there  was  trood  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Wednesday  last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Hugh  Rose  and  Thomas  Newton,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  James  Reid,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier ;  and  Messrs. 
Thomas  Moore  and  Simon  Fraier,  members  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  James  Reid,  Thomas  Moore  and  Simon  Frazer,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying 
fees. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Freeman  Eppes,  be  appointed  serjeant  at  arms  to  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  John  Creagh,  William  Drinkard  and  Daniel  Hicks,  be  appointed  door-keepers  to  this  House, 
and  that  they  give  their  attendance  accordingly. 

A  petition  of  Zenas  Taite;  praying  that  he  may  be  appointed  door-keeper  to  this  House;  and  also, 

A  petition  of  William  Sweene,  for  the  same;  and  also, 

A  petition  of  John  Hicks,  for  the  same ;  and  also, 

A  petition  of  Daniel  Triplett,  for  the  same ;  » 

Were  severally  presented  to  the  House  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  door-keeper  be  chosen  by  ballot,  immediately. 

The  House  accordingly  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  said  door-keeper;  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets 
for  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  same  into  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Richard  Lee,  Wilkinson,  Dandridge 
and  Southall,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  a  majority 
of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew;  and  after  some  time,  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  examined  the  ballot  boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  to  fall  on  John  Hicks. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Hicks  be  appointed  a  door-keeper  to  this  House,  and  that  he  give  his  attendance 
accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  for  Religion  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Cabell,  Charles  Carter,  Thomas  Walker,  Norvell,  Stith,  Wray,  Mun- 
ford,  Talbot,  Littleherry  Mosby,  Du-Val,  Ruffin,  Dandridge,  and  William  White;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn 
from  (lay  to  day,  and  to  take  under  their  consideration  all  matters  and  things  relating  to  religion  and  morality,  and 
all  such  as  shall  be  from  time  to  time  referred  to  them,  and  report  their  proceedings  thereupon  to  the  House;  and  the 
said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Charles  Carter,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Taze- 
well, Arthur  Lee,  Walker,  Richard  Lee,  Talbot,  Robert  Wormeley  Carter,  Payne,  Strother,  Arthur  Campbell,  and 
Mercer;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  examine  in  the  first  place  all  returns  of  writs  for 
electing  delegates  to  serve  in  this-'present  General  Assembly,  and  compare  the  same  with  the  form  prescribed  by  law; 
and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  such  matters  as  shall  or  may  come  in  question  touching  returns,  elections  and 
privileges,  and  to  report  their  proceedings  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  House ;  and  the  said 
committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records  for  their  information. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  of  controverted  elections,  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  House  or  the  committee  of 
Privileges  and  Elections,  the  petitioners  do  by  themselves  or  their  agents,  within  a  convenient  time,  to  be  appointed 
either  by  the  House,  or  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  as  the  matter  to  be  heard  shall  be  before  the  House, 
or  the  said  committee,  deliver  to  the  sitting  members  or  their  agents,  lists  of  the  persons  intended  by  the  petitioners 
to  be  objected  to,  who  voted  for  the  sitting  members;  giving  in  the  said  lists  the  several  heads  of  objection,  and  dis- 
tinguishing the  same  against  the  names  of  the  voters  excepted  to;  and  that  the  sitting  members  do  by  themselves  or 
their  agents,  within  the  same  time,  deliver  the  list  on  their  parts  to  the  petitioners  or  their  agents. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Charles  Carter,  Prentis,  Tazewell,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Carter 
Henry  Harrison,  Cabell,  Edmondson,  Robert  Wormeley  Carter,  Meade,  Joel  Watkins,  Randolph,  Strother,  Jchn 
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Carter,  Soiithall,  Ronald,  Thomson,  Henderson,  Sldpwith,  Peyton,  .Tliruston,  Wilkinson,  Goodall,  Pickett,  Little- 
berry  Mosby,  Ruffin,  Coleman,  Goode,  William  Smith,  Taylor,  Arthur  Campbell,  Clarke,  Thomas  Smith,  Boiling, 
Booker  John  Mosbv,  James  Mason,  Conway,  Holcorabe,  Heath,  Towles,  Nelson,  Anderson,  Wilson,  James  Gordon, 
jun.  Walke,  Browne,  Mercer,  Adams,  and  William  White ;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to 
take  into  their  consideration  all  propositions  and  grievances,  that  sliall  or  may  come  legally  certified  to  this  Assembly, 
and  to  report  their  proceedings  with  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House;  and  all  such  propositions  and  grievances 
are  to  be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  this  House,  and  b}'  him  to  the  said  committee  of  course;  and  the  said  committee 
are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Arthur  Lee,  Tazewell,  Mercer,  Dandridge,  Du-Val,  Peyton,  Mat- 
thews, Marshall,  Arthur  Campbell,  Porter,  Thomas  Moore  and  John  Page;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from 
day  to  day,  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  matters  and  tilings  relating  to  courts  of  justice,  and  such  other  mat- 
ters as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  referred  to  them,  and  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  inspect  the  Journals  of  the  last  session,  and  draw  up  a  state  of  the  matters 
then  depending  and  undetermined,  and  the  progress  that  was  made  therein,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House ;  and  also  examine  what  laws  have  expired  since  the  last  session,  and  inspect  such  temporary 
laws  as  will  expire  with  the  end  of  this  session  or  are  near  expiring,  and  report  the  same  to  the  House,  with  their  opin- 
ions, which  of  them  are  fit  to  be  revived  and  continued;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons, 
papers  and  records  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Trade  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Richard  Lee,  Talbot,  Matthews,  Henderson,  Peyton,  Pickett,  Ross, 
Gilchrist,  Kee,  Norvell,  Ronald,  Godwin,  Joel  Watkins,  Shelton,  Sawyers  and  Frazer;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  ad- 
journ from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  such  things  relating  to  the  trade  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  all  matters  that  shall  be  from  time  to  time  to  them  referred,  and  to  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions 
thereupon,  to  the  House ;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records  i^or  their 
information. 

Resolved,  That  eleven  of  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  seven  of  the  committee  of  Privileges 
and  Elections,  and  five  of  any  other  committee,  be  a  sufficient  number  to  form  a  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Adam  Craig  be  appointed  clerk  to  the  committees  for  Religion,  Courts  of  Justice  and 
Trade;  and  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton,  jun.  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections  and  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
i)f  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  sundry  matters  for  the  consideration  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  referring  to  several  letters  and  papers  enclosed  on  the  subject  thereof;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday,  12  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  November  11,   1782. 


The  House  being  inlbrmed  tliut  Mr.  William  Gatcwood,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Essex;  Mr.  John 
ttcasbrook  Wells,  one  of  the  mcmljcrs  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight;  and  Mr.  John  Hull,  one  of  the  members  for 
the  county  of  Nortlnunberland,  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Gatewood,  John  Scasbrook  Wells  and  John  Hull  be  discharged  out  of  custody 
on  paving  fees. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  several  additional  matters  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  General  Assembly,  and  referring  to  sundry  letters  and  papers  enclosed  on  the  subject  thereof,  which 
were  read; 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  and  enclosures,  as  respects  the  information  given  by  the  delegates  of 
ihis  State  in  Congress,  and  the  representation  from  the  fiuancier  general,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,   That  the  other  enclosures  stated,  and  referred  to  in  the  said  letter,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Townshend  Dade  and  Beckwith  Butler,  guardians  of  the  opliau  children,  and  of  Margaret  Robin- 
ion,  the  widow  of  William  Robinson  lately  deceased,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  tinth,  that  the 
said  children  and  widow,  agreeable  to  the  will  and  intention  of  their  ancestor  Maximilian  Robinson,  from  whom  they 
are  descended  in  the  whole  blood,  have  an  equitable  interest  in  certain  lands,  which  were  designed  to  descend  to  them 
in  fee  tail,  under  the  will  of  the  said  Maximilian;  that  by  the  want  of  form  in  the  will  of  their  uncle  Henry  Robinson, 
the  said  lands  will  now  either  escheat  to  the  Commonwealth,  or  descend  to  strangers,  to  the  blood  of  the  original 
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owner;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  to  vest  the  said  lands  in  tlic  said  children  in  Itc  simple,  subject  to  thr 
widow's  dower. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Holland,  Albridgton  Holland,  Dempsey  Butler,  Heniy  Norfleet  and  Levi  Moore;  setting 
forth,  that  they  have  been  severally  attainted  and  convicted  of  treason  in  the  General  Court,  for  which  they  have  sin- 
cerely repented,  and  endeavored  to  expiate,  by  subsequent  good  conduct;  and  praying  to  be  pardoned  for  the  said 
treasons. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Joseph  Prentis;  setting  forth,  that  the  public  are  indebted  to  him  10,462  lbs.  of  tobacco,  for 
goods  furnished  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  year  1781,  for  which  he  is  unable  to  procure  payment  out  of  the  funds  of 
that  department;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Brown,  late  physician  general  to  the  army  of  the  United  States;  setting  forth,  thai 
no  provision  is  made  by  law,  for  making  good  the  depreciation  of  pay  due  him  for  his  services  in  that  office;  and  thai 
the  usual  bounty  of  lands  given  by  law  to  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment  does  not  ex- 
tend to  his  case ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Maury;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1781,  he  chartered  a  brigantine  to  the  pHblic 
agent  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  tobacco,  to  supply  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State  prisoners  in  Charleston ; 
which  vessel  with  her  cargo,  was  captured  by  the  enemy  for  want  of  a  proper  certificate  of  clearance  from  the  officer 
commanding  at  the  enemy's  post ;  and  praying  to  be  made  compensation  for  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Maclean;  setting  forth,  that  being  a  merchant,  resident  in  Norfolk,  and  a  citizen  of  this 
State,  he  left  the  same  in  the  year  1774,  to  go  to  Britain  for  the  cure  of  a  dangerous  disorder,  under  which  he  labored 
five  years ;  and  upon  his  late  recovery,  endeavoring  to  return  to  his  family,  has  been  arrested  by  an  order  from  the 
governor,  with  directions  to  be  sent  to  New  York;  and  praying  to  be  permitted  to  return  to  his  family  residence  and 
allegiance. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions,  together  with  the  representation  from  the  judges  of  the  General  Court,  referred 
to  and  enclosed  in  the  Governor's  letters,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do 
examine  the  matters  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  count  de  Rochambeau,  containing  his  acknowledgments  for  the 
congratulations  of  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  birth  of  a  dauphin ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Cyrus  Griffin,  Esq.  respecting  arrears  of  pay  due  him  as  a 
delegate  of  this  State  in  Congress;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  General  Spotswood,  respecting  the  present  state  of  the  legions 
under  his  command;  also,  a  letter  from  the  solicitor  general,  enclosing  a  return  of  taxes  under  the  last  collection; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of jthe  Commonwealth. 

A  petition  of  Willis  Wilson,  surviving  partner  of  John  and  Willis  Wilson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read; 
setting  forth,  that  the  said  company  had  transactions  with  sundry  persons  previous  to  the  present  war,  who  were  then 
merchants,  resident  of  this  State,  but  have  since  joined  the  enemy,  and  their  estates  escheated  to  the  Commonwealth ; 
that  the  petitioner's  absence  from  the  Sta^e  prevented  him  from  asserting  his  claims  against  the  said  estates  at  the  time 
they  so  escheated;  and  praying  that  the  said  claims  may  be  now  ascertained  and  allowed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  coinmiitee  of  Trade;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted ;  and  the 
names  of  those  who  made  default,  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employTnent  in 
the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  Serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Zachariah  Johnston  and  John 
Cunningham,  members  for  the  county  of  Augusta;  Adam  Stephen,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  Thomas 
Madison  and  Thomas  Lewis,  members  for  the  county  of  Botetourt;  Charles  Piitteson,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Buckingham ;  John  Page,  jr.  a  member  for  the  county  of  Caroline  ;  Francis  Goode,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Chesterfield  ;  Charles  Broadwater,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Fairfax  ;  George  Clendinnen,  a  member  for  the  county 
of  Greenbrier;  James  Mason,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Greensville  ;  Elias  Poston  and  Abraliam  Hite,  members  for 
ihe  county  of  Hampshire  ;  Patrick  Henry  and  Peter  Saunders,  members  for  the  county  of  Henry ;  Nathaniel  Burwell 
and  William  Norxcll,  members  for  the  county  of  James  City;  Josiah  Parker,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Isle  of 
Wicfht;  Thomas  Roane,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen  ;  George  Fitihugh,  a  member  for  the  county 
of  King  George  ;  Holt  Richeson  and  Bernard  Moore,  members  for  the  county  of  King  William ;  Syivanus  Walker, 
a  member  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg  ;  Saunie!  Dedrnan,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg;  Jesse  Evans, 
a  member  for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  Benjamin  Hayley,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Orange;  John  Wilson  and 
Constant  Perkins,  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania  ;  John  Hoicoinbe,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward ;  William  Robinson,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Princess  Anne  ;  Lynaugh  Helm,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Prince  William  ;  George  Huston  and  William  Nulle,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham  ;  Isaac  Zane  and  Taver- 
ner  Beale,  m«  mbers  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah  ;  Richard  Cocke,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Surry  ;  Dayi'1  Ma- 
son and  Michael  Bailey,  members  for  the  county  of  Sussex;  and  David  Campbell,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 
D 
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TUESDAY,  November  12,   178i. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Thomas  Madison,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Botetourt ;  and 
Mr.  Peter  Saunders,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henry;  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arras;  and 
that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence,  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  yesterday  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Madison  and  Peter  Saunders,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Savriuel  Dedraan,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg;  and 
Mr.  William  Du-Val,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Louisa;  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Samuel  Dednian  and  William  Du-Val,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  commiitee.  That  the  petition  of  Townslicnd  Dade,  and  Beckwith  Butler,  guar- 
dians to  William  Robinson,  an  infant,  praying  that  rerlain  lands,  whereof  Maximilian  Robinson  died  seised,  may  be 
vested  in  the  said  William  Robinson  and  his  heirs,  agreeable  to  the  intention  of  the  will  of  the  said  Maximilian  Ro- 
binson, reserving  to  Margaret  Robinson  mother  of  the  said  William  Robinson,  her  dower  therein,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Maclean,  praying  that  he  may  be 
permitted  to  reside  in  this  State,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  the  said  John  Maclean,  on  taking  the  oaths  to  government, 
be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  other  citizens. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Joseph  Prentis,  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
others,  praying  that  ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixt^y-tvvo  pounds  of  merchantable  crop  tobacco,  with  interest  there- 
on, from  the  10th  of  February,  1781,  due  for  goods  s.ild  to  the  Stale,  may  be  paid  to  them,  is  reasonable;  and  ihaT 
the  same  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  allotted  to  the  Commercial  Department. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  and  second  resolutions ;  and  that  the  committef- 
<3f  Propositions  and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  C  harles  Carter  do  carry  the  third  resolution   to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  coucurrence. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted  ;  and  the 
names  of  those  who  made  default,  being  acfain  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in 
the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Zachariah  Johnston  and  John 
Cunningham,  members  for  the  county  of  Augusta;  Adam  Stephen,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  Thomas 
Lewis,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Botetourt ;  Charles  Pattesoii  and  Thomas  Anderson,  members  for  the  county  of 
Buckingham  ;  John  Page,  jun.  a  member  for  the  county  of  Caroline;  Francis  Goode,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Chesterfield;  Charles  Broadwater,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Fairfax  ;  George  Clendinnen,  a  member  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Greenbrier;  James  Mason,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Greensville;  Elias  Poston,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Hampshire;  Patrick  Henry,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Henry;  Nathaniel  Burwell  anrl  Wdiiam  Norvell,  members 
for  the  county  of  James  City;  Josiali  Parker,  a  member  for  the  county  of  hie  of  Wit^li;;  Thomas  R<iane,  a  member 
for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen;  George  Fitzhiiirh,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King  George;  Holt  Richeson  and 
Bernard  Moore,  members  for  the  county  of  Kins  William  ;  Sylvanus  Walker,  a  member  lor  the  county  of  Lunen- 
burg; Jesse  Evans,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  Benjamin  Haley,  a  member  for  (he  county  of  Orange; 
.Tohn  Wilson  and  Constant  Perkins,  members  lor  the  comity  of  Pittsylvania;  John  Holcombe,  a  member  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Prince  Edward  ;  Wiliam  Robinson,  a  member  for  the  counts'  of  Princess  Anne;  Lynaugh  Helm,  a  member  for 
the  county  of  Prince  William;  George  Huston  and  William  Nalle,  members  for  ti)e  county  of  Rockingham;  Isaac 
Zane  and  Taverner  Beale,  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah;  John  Rogers,  a  member  for  the  county  of  South- 
ampton; Mann  Page,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Spottsylvania  ;  Richard  Cocke,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Surry; 
David  Mason  and  Michael  Bailey,  members  ibr  the  county  of  Sussex;  David  Campbell,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Washington;  and  Henry  Tazewell,  a  meiiiber  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  be  authorised  and  empowered  to  send  special  messen- 
gers, to  take  into  custody  wherever  to  be  found,  the  bodies  of  such  of  the  foregoing;  members  for  whom  excuses  have 
not  been  made,  as  reside  in  the  adjacent  counties;  and  Mr.  Speaker  is  desired  to  issue  his  warrants  accordingly. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  session,  fifty  members  of  this  House  be  a  sufficient  num- 
ber to  proceed  to  business. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resolution  be  rejected. 

A  petition  of  John  Wright,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  a  mechanic  in  the 
British  service  at  the  siege  and  capitulation  of  York  Town;  and  being  solicitous  to  become  a  citizen,  hath  since  taken 
the  oaths  of  fidelity  and  alleniance ;  and  praying  to  be  admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizenship. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  sundry  officers  of  the  Virginia  line,  in  the  army  of  the  United  Stales,  whose  names  art 
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ihereunto  subscribed,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  soldiers  of  the  same  line  ;  setting  forth,  that  the  provision 
heretofore  m;ide  b^i  ihe  letfisluture  for  their  support,  hath  been  wholly  ineffectual,  the  certifirates  granted  for  their  pay 
not  being  realized,  and  the  lands  allotted  them  being  subject  to  the  claims  of  Congress,  and  the  intrusions  of  individu- 
als;  and  praying  that  adequate  and  certain  provision  ma}'  be  made  for  their  pay  and  support. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Benjamin  Harrison  ;  setting  forth,  that  great  injustice  and  inequality  hath  been  done  him  by 
the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Prince  George,  acting  under  the  act,  "for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties, 
and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,"  in  their  assessment  of  his  lands,  both  as  to  the  quantity  and  value  thereof  j 
and  pi'aying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Monongalia,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed  ;  set- 
ting forth,  that  they  are  unable  to  pay  the  taxes  imposed  by  the  revenue  law,  through  the  scarcity  of  specie  in  their 
county,  and  that  the  want  of  the  other  alternatives,  will  reduce  them  to  great  distress;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  and  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  ; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  justices  of  Monongalia  county,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  seitinj;  forth,  that  the 
place  of  holding  courts  in  the  said  couiitv,  hath,  by  the  extension  of  the  boni.dary  line,  fallen  into  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania; and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  to  appoint  another  place  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
examined  what  laws  have  lately  expired,  and  inspected  such  temporaiy  laws  as  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  session, 
or  are  near  expiring;  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  &ct  of  Assembly  passed  in  the  year  1769,  entitled  "  an 
act,  to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds,"  which 
was  continued  and  amended  by  several  subsequent  acts,  and  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  session  of  Assembly,  ought 
to  be  further  continued  and  amended. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  in  the  year  1777,  entitled  "  an 
act,  to  prevent  forestalling,  regraiing,  eiigrossinir  and  public  vendues,"  which  was  continued  and  amended  by  several 
subsequent  acts,  and  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  farther  continued. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  in  the  year  1778,  entitled  "an 
act,  to  enable  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  su.j|)ly  the  armies  and  navies  of  the  United  States  and  of  their  Allies, 
with  grain  and  flour,"  which  was  revived  and  continued  by  several  subsequent  acts,  and  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this 
session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  farther  continued. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  at  the  last  session,  entitled  "  an 
act,  to  ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  ihe  depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this  Commonwealth,"  which 
will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  farther  continued. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  at  the  last  session,  entitled  "  an 
act,  to  ascertain  the  numlter  of  pe'>ple  within  this  Commonwealth,"  which  ivill  expire  at  the  end  of  this  session  of  As- 
sembly, OHsrht  to  be  farther  continui  .1. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinit.n  of  !his  cornmittee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  in  the  year  1779,  entitled  "an 
act.  to  empowei-  the  judt,res  of  the  G' iieral  Court  to  superintend  and  regulate  the  public  jail,"  which  will  expire  on  the 
first  day  of  January  next,  ought  to  be  farther  continued. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  !iills,  be  brousht  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  James  S'liilli,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  being  a  soldier  in  the  ser- 
vice of  this  State,  he  received  a  wound  at  the  battle  of  Guilford,  which  disabled  him  from  procuring  a  livelihood. by 
labor,  and  in  the  cure  of  which,  lie  incurred  considerable  expense;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  Francis  Hill,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  from  the  expectation  of 
enjoying  the  happine.ss  o(  domestic  life,  he  some  time  ago,  became  bound  in  the  ties  of  matrimony,  to  a  certain  Eliza- 
beth Johnson,  which,  by  the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  said  Elizabeth,  hath  involved  him  in  extreme  misery,  and  jus- 
tifies his  application  to  be  dissolved  from  the  bonds  of  matrimony;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  form  a  plan  of  national  defence  against  invasions;  to  examine  into 
the  stpic  of  the  public  arms,  accoutrements,  and  airmunition;  and  to  consult  with  the  Executive  on  what  assistaDC 
ihey  may  want  from  the  legislature,  for  carrying  the  plan  into  execution. 
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And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Arthur  Lee,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Walker,  Mercer,  Cabell, 
Meade,  Thruston,  Tviarshall,  Hutchings,  Matthews,  and  Charles  Carter. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwf-alth;  and  that  the  several  letters  and  papers  referred  to  the  said  committee  by  a  former  order  of  the 
House,  be  again  referred  thereto. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  13,   1782. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Page,  jun.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Caroline,  attended 
111  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Page  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "to continue  the 
act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "for  farther  con- 
tinuing the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  preventing  forestalling,  regrating,  engrossing,  and  public  vendues ;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  continue  the 
act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  empower  the  judges  of  the  General  Court,  to  superintend  and  regulate  the  public  jail ;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  continue  the 
act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this 
Commonwealth;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  farther  con- 
tinuing the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  enable  the  Governor  and  Council  to  supply  the  armies  and  navies  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  their  Allies,  with  grain  and  flour;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  the  Solicitor  be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House,  a  state  of  the  progress  he  has  made  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  continental  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Thruston,  and  Richard  Henry  Lee,  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Religion. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  be  directed  to  \n.y  before  this  House,  a  list  of  all  the  pensioners, 
witli  the  sums  payable  to  each  of  them ;  that  they  also  inform  the  House,  what  progress  they  have  made  in  settling  the 
claims  made  by  the  several  county  courts,  and  in  granting  warrants  for  the  same,  agreeable  to  the  act  for  auditing 
certain  public  claims  ;  and  that  they  also  inform  the  House,  whether  they  have  demanded  from  the  several  sheriffs,  be- 
fore accounting  with  them,  certified  copies  from  the  clerks  of  the  county  courts,  of  the  list  of  payments  made  to  the 
said  sheriffs,  and  returned  by  them  upon  oath,  agreeable  to  law. 
On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to    prepare  a  plan  of  national  defence,  to  inquire  into   the  state  of  the 

public  arms  and  military  stores,  and  to  consult  with  the  Executive  thereupon,  be  discharged  from  proceeding  therein. 

A  petition  of  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Saint  Anne,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  whose   names 

are  thereunto   subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;   praying  that  the  vestry  of  the  said   parish  may  be 

dissolved,  and  an  act  passed  to  elect  a  new  one. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Mary  Ready,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  her  husband,  Isaac  Ready, 
was  a  soldier  at  the  battle  of  Guilford,  in  which  he  received  a  mort;d  wound,  and  has  left  tlie  petitioner  with  five  small 
children  in  distress,  to  discharge  a  debt  incurred  by  an  attempt  to  cure  his  wound  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  wliole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  t'hair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  tiie  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  ilelivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  establishment  of  a  circulating  medium,  founded  on  a 
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basis,  wliicli  would  ensure  it  credit  and  stability,  would  be  one  great  means  of  extricating  the  Commonwealth  from  the 
difficulties  which  impend. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  present  just  and  necessary  wnr,  commenced  aid  rose- 
cutcd  for  the  common  benefit,  should  be  a  common  burthen  ;  that  llie  partial  payment  of  the  taxes  by  one  pa.  t  >f  our 
country,  has  given  great  and  just  cause  of  discontent,  and  may,  if  continued,  end  in  the  dissolution  of  soc.ety,  the 
laws  of  which,  would  then  seem  calculated,  for  the  protection  of  the  bad  and  punishment  of  the  good  citizen. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  a  just  and  reasonable  compensation  for  taxes 
and  impositions,  due  from  the  delinquent  counties,  being  made,  would  tend  much  to  restore  the  full  confidence  of  the 
people,  and  to  preserve  the  republic  in  union  and  harmony. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  ordinance  of  Convention,  affixing  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly,  on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  annually,  ought  to  be  amended.  ^. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution  ;  and  that  Messrs.  Charles  Carter 
Mercer,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Henderson,  Ronald,  Cabell,  Prentis,  John  Page'of  Caroline,  Arthur  Lee,  Skip- 
with,  Thruston  and  Ross,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  second  and  third  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs.  Charles 
Carter,  Richard  Ijce,  Edmondson,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Southall,  Thomas  Walker,  Payne,  Matthews,  Arthur  Lee, 
Randolph  and  Prentis  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  fourth  resolution  ;  and  that  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Gil- 
christ, Goodall,  Strother,  Littleberry  Mosby,  Robert  Wornieley  Carter,  Rose,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Marshall,  John  Caner,  and  Towles,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
©f  the  Commonwealth. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  no  petitions  be  presented  or  received  in  this  House  after  Saturday,  the  23d  instant. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  November  14,  17&2. 


A  bill,  *'  to  continue  the  act,  entitled,  '  an  act,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  for  farther  continuing  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  enable  the  Governor  and  Council  to  supply  the  armies 
and  navies  of  the  United  States  and  of  their  Allies,  with  grain  and  flour;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  continue  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  empower  the  judges  of  the  General  Court,  to  superintend  and 
regulate  the  public  jail ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  for  farther  continuing  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  preventing  forestalling,  regraiing,  engrossing  and 
public  vendues;"  was  read  tlie  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

A  bill,  "to  continue  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the  depredations 
of  the  enemy,  within  this  Commonwealth;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  rejjorted,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  a  memorial  and  petition  to  them  referred;  and  had  come  to  several 
resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  lbllo«  eth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  memorial  in  behalf  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line  ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  ii  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  sufficient  funds  ought  to  be  established  and  appropriated 
for  paying  annually,  the  interest  due  upon  the  certificates  issued  to  the  said  officers  and  soldiers  for  pay  and  depre- 
ciation. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  officers  and  soldiers  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
pay  their  said  certificates  to  the  sheriffs  or  collectors  in  discharge  of  the  amount  of  the  public  taxes  on  the  property  of 
every  such  officer  and  S'ddier. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  an  act  of  Assembly  as  allots  a  certain  tract 
of  country  to  the  said  officers  and  soldiers;  ought  to  be  amended. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Wright,,  praying  to  be  admitted  to  the 
rights  of  citizenship;  be  rejected. 

Order' d.  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st,  2d,  3d  and  4th  resolutions;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  tlie  same. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  lo  vest  certain  lands  in  William  Robinson,  in  fee;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
E 
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Mr.  Charles  Carter  presemed,  according  io  order,  a  bill  "concerning  John M'Lean ;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  rtad  a  second  time. 

Tiie  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Francis  Goode,  one  of  the  members  for  tiie  county  of  Chesterfield;  and  Mr. 
John  Cunningham,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Augusta;  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  and 
that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence,  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Tuesday  last ; 

Ordered.  That  the  said  Francis  Goode  and  Johii  Cunningham  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  ihe  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  liad  come  to  several  resolutions 
tliereupon,  which  lie  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  wh  ere  the  same  were  again 
read,  and  are  as  foUoweth  ; 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  James  Maury,  praying  that  compensation 
may  be  made  him  for  a  vessel  and  cargo,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  thousand  and  sixty-nine  pounds  of 
crop  tobacco,  which  were  captured  by  the  enemy ;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  praying  to  be  relieved 
against  the  exorbitant  and  unequal  valuation  of  his  lands,  made  by  the  commissioners  under  the  act,  "  for  ascertain- 
ing certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  establishing  a  permanent  revenue ;"  be  rejected. 

The  first  resolution  was  read  a  second  time ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  second  resolution  was  read  a  second  time;  and  on  a  motion  made, 

Ordered  To  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had  farther  examined  what 
laws  have  lately  expired,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  ike  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "an  act,  for  the  better  re- 
gulating and  collecting  certain  ofiicer's  fees,  and  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  in  the  19th  year  of  the  reign  of 
George  II. ;"  which  was  continued  and  amended  by  several  subsequent  acts,  and  has  expired ;  ought  to  be  revived  and 
amended. 

Jtesolved,  that  it  is  tht  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  at  the  last  session,  entitled 
"  an  act,  for  dissolving  the  vestries  of  the  parishes  of  Antrim  and  Westover,"  ought  to  be  revived  and  amended  ;  it  ap- 
pearing to  the  committee,  that  the  periods  limited  by  the  said  act,  for  electing  new  vestries  have  elapsed,  without 
such  elections  being  made. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  desired,  to  cause  a  state  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  under  the  re- 
venue law ;  and  also,  a  state  of  the  returns  made  by  the  commissioners  under  the  act,  "  for  laying  taxes  in  certain  enu- 
merated commodities;*'  to  be  laid  before  tliis  House,  with  an  account  of  the  disposal  of  the  money  arising  from  the 
sales  of  the  said  commodities. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  three  certific:>tes,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four  pounds,  the  property 
Xii  Col.  William  Heth  and  Lieut.  John  Heth,  having  been  by  mistake  of  the  late  State  agent,  Mr.  Ross,  delivered  to 
Col.  William  Davies  and  by  him  paid  into  the  treasury,  be  returned  by  the  treasurer  to  Col.  Wm.  Heth,  on  receipt  of 
other  certificates  of  the  same  kind  and  amount. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thruston  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,   and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Towles  and  Randolph,  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Religion;  !\ir.  Hutchings,  to  the 
<:ommittee  of  Trade  ;  Messrs.  Du-Val  and  Strother,  to  tl)e  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "for  a  compensa- 
tion for  taxes  from  delinquent  counties  ;"  and  Messrs.  Thomas  Walker  and  Gilchrist,  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill,  "  for  the  establish n>ent  of  a  circulating  medium." 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  delegates  of  this  State 
in  Congress,  with  the  proceedings  of  Congress  on  a  cession  of  lands  made  by  the  State  of  New-York ;  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Solicitor  General,  respecting  the  progress  made  in  stating 
ihe  account  of  the  Commonwealth  against  the  United  States;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  and  report  the  state  and  progress  made  by  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral, in  the  settlement  of  the  account  of  this  State  against  the  United  States. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Ronald,  Henderson,  Mercer,  Cabell  and  Kee. 

A  report  made  by  commissioners  appointed  by  the  court  oi  Eliiabnth  City  county,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of 
the  General  Assembly,  of  the  day  of  last,  of  the  valuation^of  a  brigantiue,  late  the 

property  of  Captain  John  Harris,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade*;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof: 
and  report  the  same,  v\iih  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  do  lay  his  accounts  before  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Wednesday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  ii 
Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  one  year  from  the  30th  day  of  this  instant ;  and  also,  of  a 
member  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  John  Banister,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned. 

A  petition  of  the  Mayor,  Rerorder,  Aldermen  and  Common  Council  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the  public  buildings  in  the  said  borough,  which  were  erected  at  the  expense  of  the 
same,  and  afterwards  destroyed  by  order  of  Convention,  were  valued  at  1 ,480/.  specie,  and  a  Loan  Office  certificate  there- 
for !;Tanted  to  the  said  corporation ;  that  they  are  unable  to  lay  additional  taxes  to  rebuild  the  same ;  and  praying  that  the 
land  tax  arising  in  the  said  borough,  may  be  by  law  appropriated  to  that  use,  or  that  the  said  sum  may  be  paid  them 
by  the  public,  for  the  same  purpose. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  set 
ting  forth,  that  it  will  be  of  general  utility  to  the  petitioners,  to  remove  the  suspension  of  the  act,  "for  opening  a 
wagon  road  from  the  savanna  iii  the  Great  Levels  of  the  said  county,  to  the  Warm  Springs;"  and  praying  that  the 
said  suspension  may  be  removed. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Common  Council  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk;  setting 
forth,  that  the  report  of  commissioners  under  an  act  of  Assembly,  "to  lay  off  and  regulate  the  streets  of  the  said  bo- 
rough," has  not  yet  been  confirmed;  and  praying  that  the  said  report  may  be  adopted,  with  an  alteration  in  the  length 
and  width  of  Church-street. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Walker  Tomlin ;  setting  forth,  that  the  main  road  in  the  county  of  King  William,  to  the  late 
bridge  across  Pamunkey  river  in  the  town  of  New  Castle,  runs  through  the  lands  of  the  petitioner,  from  whence  a 
ferry  is  kept  to  the  land  of  Nicholas  Syme,  wholly  to  the  emolument  of  others,  and  greatly  to  the  loss  and  injury  of 
the  petitioner;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  keep  a  ferry,  or  build  a  bridge  across  the  said  river,  and  exact 
a  toll  for  passing  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Leroy  Peachey,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  being  county  lieutenant 
of  Richmond,  he  has  been  obliged  in  discharge  of  his  duty  to  receive  and  disburse  considerable  sums  of  paper  mo- 
ney, his  accounts  and  vouchers  for  whicli,  have  been  refused  by  the  auditors,  unless  the  petitioner  would  agree  to  set- 
tle by  the  scale  of  depreciation,  which  he  conceives  would  in  many  instances  be  unjust;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thadey  Kelly ;  setting  forth,  that  his  accounts  as  an  officer  in  the  service  of  this  State,  re- 
main unsettled ;  and  the  auditors  will  not  proceed  thereto,  although  he  has  procured  every  necessary  voucher,  until 
the  rising  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Elizabeth  Sliipwash;  setting  forth,  that  her  husband  Wiljiam  Shipwash,  was  a  soldier  under 
Col.  Parker  at  the  Great  Bridge,  and  was  killtd  in  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  leaving  the  petitioner  with  three  small 
children  in  great  distress ;  and  prviying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Henry  Pendleion;  setting  forth,  that  he  did,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  become  possessed  of 
a  certificate  for  military  service,  bearing  date  the  7th  of  March,  1782,  for  the  sum  of  81?.  payable  in  January,  1785, 
which  he  has  since  lost;  and  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  empowered  to  grant  him  another  certificate  of  like 
tenor  and  date. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade ;  that  they  do  exaniine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  tlieir  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Culpeper,  whose  names  are  threunto  subscribed,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  conceive  it  unjust  and  unequal,  to  be  called  upon  for  full  propor- 
tions of  men  and  money,  at  a  time  when  sundry  counties  are  delihquent  in  both;  and  praying  that  such  delinquencies 
may  be  made  good,  and  that  they  may  not  be  again  called  upon  until  the  same  are  enforced. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  coramittoe  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  requiring  compensa- 
tion from  delinquent  counties ;"  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-mnrrow. 

And  then  (he  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 
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FRIDAY,  November  15,   1782., 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Charles  Broadwater,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fairfax,  attend- 
ed in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms ;  and  that  tliere  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  call- 
ed over  on  Tuesday  last ; 

Ordered,   That  the  said  Charles  Broadwater  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Adam  Stephen,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Adam  Stephen  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  continue  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  people  within  this  Common- 
wealth," was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  to  continue  the  act  entitled  '  an  act,  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  continue  the  act  entitled  'an  act,  to  empower  the  judges  of  the  General  Court,  to  super- 
intend and  regulate  the  public  jail,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  to  empower  the  judges  of  the  General  Court  t* 
superintend  and  regulate  the  public  jail." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  continue  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the 
depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this  Commonwealth;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be  "  an  act,  to  continue  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  ascer- 
tain the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this  Commonwealth." 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  farther  continuing  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act.  to  enable  the  Governor  and  Council  to  sup- 
ply the  armies  and  navies  of  the  United  States  and  of  their  Allies,  with  grain  and  flour ;"  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
the  blanks  therein  filled  up;  and  on  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

A  bill  "  concerning  John  M'Lean;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill  "  to  vest  certain  lands  in  William  Robinson,  in  fee;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  reau  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Mosby,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  a  return  of  military  stores ;  which  was 
read,  ami  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  aacain  had  the  st.ite  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  considera- 
tion, and  agreed  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followetli : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  acts  of  Assembly,  "  for  raising  two  legions  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  State,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Spotswood,"  ought  to  be  repealed;  and  that  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil be  empowered  to  vest  money  in  the  hands  of  diligent  persons  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  men  already  enlist- 
ed under  the  said  acts,  to  re-enlist  in  the  continental  army  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  taking  security  from  all 
recruiting  officers  for  money  put  into  their  hands. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  laws  ought  to  pass,  prohibiting  persons  under  any  autho- 
rity, but  such  as  shall  be  prescribed  thereby,  going  on  board  any  vessel  belonging  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  or 
of  any  of  his  subjects;  and  for  that  purpose,  pecuniary  or  other  punishments,  ought  to  be  inflicted. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act,  "for  seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods 
found  on  land,"  ought  to  be  amended;  and  that  the  suspension  of  the  operation  of  the  said  act,  be  immediately 
taken  ofl". 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs.  Charles  Carter, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Ronald,  Mercer,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Frentis,  Meade,  Tazewell  and  Bernard  Moore,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Francis  Goode,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Thursday 
next. 

A  petition  of  J-.imes  Lamb,  Joshua  Hopkins  and  John  Caton,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting 
Torth,  that  the  resolution  of  pardon  granted  them  by  this  House,  for  the  crime  of  treason,  has  been  adjudged  invalid 


19 

by  the  Court  of  Appeals,  that  it  would  highly  aggravate  the  pains  of  death  to  themselves,  and  add  misery  to  their 
unfortunate  families,  to  know  that  they  suflered  at  a  time,  when  the  said  resolution  of  pardon  by  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates, remained  of  record,  and  upon  the  validity  of  which,  great  contrariety  of  opinion  had  arisen  among  the  best 
and  wisest  men  of  their  country,  even  of  some  of  those  judges  individually,  whose  collective  voice  has  declared  its 
invalidity;  and  praying  that  they  may  now  receive  the  pardon  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  November  IG,  1782. 


Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted ;  and  the 
names  of  those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in 
the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  Serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Zachariah  Johnston,  a  member 
for  the  county  of  Augusta ;  Thomas  Lewis,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Botetourt ;  Thomas  Anderson,  a  member 
for  the  county  of  Buckingham;  Robert  Boiling,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddle;  John  Shelton,  a  member 
for  the  county  of  Goochland;  George  Clendinnen,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier;  Edmund  Wilkins  and 
James  Mason,  members  for  the  county  of  Greensville;  Elias  Poston  and  Abraham  Hite,  members  for  the  county  of 
Hampshire;  Patrick  Henry,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Henry;  Nathaniel  Burwell  and  William  Norvell,  members 
for  the  county  of  James  City;  Josiah  Parker  and  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight; 
Thomas  Roane,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen;  George  Fitzhugh,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King 
George ;  Holt  Richeson,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King  William ;  Sylvanus  Walker,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Lunenburg;  Thomas  Moore,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Middlesex;  Jesse  Evans,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Montgomery;  William  Dandridge,  a  member  for  the  county  of  New  Kent;  John  Bowdoin,  a  member  for  the  county 
of  Northampton ;  Benjamin  Hayley,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Orange;  John  Wilson  and  Constant  Perkins,  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania;  William  Ronald,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Powhatan;  John  Holcombe,  a  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  Prince  Edward;  Edmund  Ruffin  and  Nathaniel  Harrison,  members  for  the  county  of  Prince 
George;  William  Robinson,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Princess  Anne;  Lynaugh  Helm,  a  member  for  the  county  of 
Prince  William ;  George  Huston  and  William  Nalle,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham ;  Isaac  Zane  and  Ta- 
venier  Beale,  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah ;  John  Rogers,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Southampton ;  Mann 
Page,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Spottsylvania ;  Richard  Cocke,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Surry;  Michael  Bai- 
ley, a  member  for  the  county  of  Sussex;  and  David  Campbell,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Washington. 

An  engrossed  bill,   "  to  vest  certain  lands  in  William  Robinson,  in  fee ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Reaolued,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be  "  an  act  to  vest  certain  lands  in  William  Robinson,  in 
lee." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  reported,  (rom  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
inspected  the  Journal  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  and  drawn  up  a  state  of  the  matters  then  depending  and  unde- 
teriuincd,  and  the  progress  thai  was  made  therein,  and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  same,  as  it  appeared  to  them, 
to  tiie  House,  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
was  read,  and  is  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  at  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Rust  and  Anne 
Clements,  praying  that  a  ferry  may  be  revived  and  established,  from  the  land  of  the  said  Benjamin,  in  the  county  of 
Richi>  ond,  across  Rappahannock  river,  to  the  land  of  the  said  Anne  Clements,  in  the  county  of  Essex. 

Also,  that  a  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Loudoun,  praying  that  the  same  may  be  divided  into 
two  distinct  counties,  by  the  line  dividmg  the  parishes  of  Cameron  and  Shelburne. 

Also,  a  petition  of  divers  others  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of  Loudoun,  in  opposition  thereto. 

Also,  that  a  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  praying  that  the  courthouse  of  the  said 
county,  may  be  removed  to  the  town  of  Moorefield. 

Also,  that  a  petition  of  Miles  Selden,  praymg  compensation  to  be  made  him,  for  the  injury  done  to  his  houses, 
whilst  ill  the  possession  and  use  of  the  public. 

Also,  that  a  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Louisa,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  to  check  the 
destructive  practice  of  gaming. 

Also,  that  a  petition  of  Peter  Poythress,  praying  that  tlie  auditors  of  public  accounts,  may  be  directed  to  grant 
him  specie  warrants  on  the  treasurer,  for  twenty  thousand  pounds  paper  money,  boi'.';  the  sum  which  two  slaves,  the 
property  of  thi  petitioner,  were  valued  by  the  court  of  Dnnviddie,  previous  to  tl-.r'ir  execi'tion. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  William  Ballendiue,  executor  of  his  father  John  Ballenduie,  deceased,  praying  that 
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the  Assembly  would  adopt  some  mode  by  which  tlie  accounts,  rolalivc  to  the  canal  and  Buckingham  furnace,  may  be 
settled,  and  the  balance  ascertaineti,  and  a  reasonable  indulgence  granted  hnn  for  paying  the  balance  due  to  tlie  pub- 
lic ;  were  severally  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances; 
that  the  said  committee  reported,  that  they  had  come  to  a  resolution  tliereupon,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  is  as  folioweth,  viz: 

That  the  consideration  of  the  said  petitions,  be  deferred  till  the  then  next  session  of  Assembly. 

That  the  petition  of  Alexander  Kilpatrick,  setting  forth,  that  lie  was  appointed  jailor  of  tlie  county  of  Augusta. 
in  the  year  1779,  and  continued  until  tlie  month  of  November  then  last  past,  during  which  time  he  hath  sustained  great 
loss,  by  the  insufficiency  of  the  fees  to  support  the  prisoners;  and  prayaig  rehef. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Daniel  Jones,  setting  forth,  that  during  the  last  year,  a  manufacturing  mill,  together  with  a 
large  mill-house  and  granary,  the  property  of  the  petitioner,  were  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  pui)lic,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  manufacturing  flour  for  the  use  of  the  army;  that  a  party  of  the  enemy  at  that  time  in  this  State,  command- 
ed by  Colonel  Tarleton,  destroyed  the  said  mill  and  houses  ;  and  praying  to  be  paid  for  the  same,  by  the  public. 

Also,  that  a  petition  of  Isaac  Ready,  praying  that  an  allowance  may  be  made  him  by  the  public,  in  consideration 
of  a  wound,  which  he  received  at  the  battle  at  Guilford  courihouse,  whilst  in  the  service  of  this  State. 

Also,  that  a  petition  of  John  Meade,  setting  forth,  that  by  a  report  from  the  Senate  to  the  House  of  Delegates, 
respecting  a  claim  of  tlie  petitioner's,  which  was  presented  to  a  former  Assembly  and  allowed,  and  in  which  there  was 
an  error,  whereby  he  is  injured  to  a  considerable  amount,  and  praying  relief 

Also,  that  a. petition  of  Samuel  Hunt,  praying  that  an  allowance  may  be  made  him  by  the  public,  in  consideration 
of  a  wound,  wliich  he  received  ;;t  the  battle  of  the  VVaxsaws,  whilst  a  soldier  in  the  continental  service. 

Also,  tliat  a  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  tobacco,  at  Boyd's  Hole  setting  forth,  that  the  warehouses  at  the  said 
inspection  have  been  twice  broken  open,  without  the  default  of  the  petitioners,  and  certain  tobacco  stolen  thereout  ; 
and  praying  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  public  lor  the  said  loss. 

Also,  that  a  petition  of  Thomas  Jett,  setting  forth,  that  being  appointed  by  the  Executive  of  this  State,  to  |nir- 
chase  horses  foi-  the  use  of  the  army,  he  accordingly  purchased  a  horse  for  public  use,  and  transmitted  to  the  auditors 
of  public  accounts,  an  account  for  his  commission  thereon,  which  they  refused  to  allow  ;  and  prayhig  relief. 

Also,  that  a  petition  of  John  Vaughan,  setting  forth,  that  he  was  possessed  of  a  valuable  tenement  in  the  town  of 
Gloucester,  which  he  was  obliged  to  leave  upon  Lord  Cornwallis's  arrival  at  York  Town;  that  during  his  absence 
his  said  house  was  taken  and  used  as  a  public  hospital,  and  whilst  in  tiiat  service  was  burnt ;  and  praying  that  compen- 
sation may  be  made  him  by  the  public  for  his  said  loss. 

Also,  that  a  petition  of  John  Blair,  Esq.,  setting  forth,  that  an  arrearage  of  salary  is  due  to  him,  as  a  judge  of  the 
High  Court  of  Chancery,  in  paper  money,  prior  to  the  late  act  of  Assembly  "  for  adjusting  the  said  salaries  in  specie," 
and  for  which  no  provision  is  made  by  the  said  act;  and  praying  that  a  remedy  may  be  provided  lor  this  and  like 
cases,  were  severally  presented  to  the  House  and  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade ;  that  the  said  com- 
mittee reported,  that  they  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  is  as  foliow- 
eth, viz: 

That  the  consideration  of  the  said  petitions  be  deferred  till  the  then  next  session  of  Assembly. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  a  committee  was  appointed  at  the  last  session  to  examine  the  lead  mine 
accounts,  and  that  they  made  a  report  to  the  House,  and  came  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  accounts  are  in  so  complicated  and  confused  a  state,  as 
not  to  admit  of  adjustment  until  further  information  on  the  subject  can  be  obtained;  and  that  they  ought  therefore 
to  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

It  also  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  following  resolutions  were  reported  to  the  House  from  the 
committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Griffin  Peachey,  and  that  the  same  were  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  clerk's  table. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Griffin  Peachey  of  the  county  of 
Amelia,  praying  that  compensation  may  be  made  him  by  the  public  for  three  houses,  which  were  taken  by  public 
commissioners  and  quartermasters,  for  the  purpose  of  depositing  the  stores  removed  thither  from  Petersburg,  and  also 
made  use  of  by  the  commissary  appointed  to  receive  the  specific  tax  in  the  said  county,  and  burnt  by  the  enemy;  is 
reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  do  allow  the  said  Tho- 
mas Griffin  Pea(  hey,  such  a  sum  of  money  for  the  said  houses  as  they  may  think  just  and  right,  and  to  issue  a  warrant 
upon  the  treasurer  for  payment  thereof. 

And  it  also  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  a  committee  was  appointed  at  the  last  session  to  inquire  into 
the  state  and  possession  of  certain  common  lands  in  Northampton  county,  commonly  called  the  Secretary's  land;  and 
that  they  came  to  the  following  report  and  resolution  thereupon,  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  clerk's 
table. 

Your  committee  find  that  a  certain  tract  of  land  containing  521  acres,  situated  on  Cherrystone  river,  and  sur- 
veyed on  the  filli  day  of  April,  1782,  by  Jiihn  Harmanson,  surveyor,  legally  appointed  for  the  said  county  of  North- 
ampton, in  consequence  of  a  warrant  from  the  Laud  Office,  bearing  dale  the  24th  day  of  November  1781,  has  been 
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held  from  time  immemorial  by  the  secretaries  of  this  State,  whilst  a  colony  of  Great  Britain,  and  known  by  the 
name  of  llie  Secretary's  land. 

iour  commiuec  further  find  that  "an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  raising  a  supply  of  money  for  public  exigencies," 
passed  in  May,  1780,  iiuth,  amongst  other  things  therein  contained,  appropriated  the  public  hinds  on  the  Eastern  siiore 
as  part  of  tlie  funds  for  the  redemption  of  certain  bills  of  credit  issued  under  the  said  act. 

Your  conjniittee  further  find  tliat  the  aforesaid  521  acres  of  land,  was  leased  for  a  term  of  years  by  the  honorable 
Tlioraas  Nelson,  Esq.  secretary  of  this  Slate,  to  a  certain  Littleton  Eyre,  Esq.  now  deceased ;  and  the  said  land  at 
present  is  in  possession  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Littleton  Eyre. 

Resolved,  therefore,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  title  of  the  said  lands  being  a  matter  cognizable 
in  a  court  of  law,  the  executive  ought  to  direct  the  attorney  genera],  to  take  such  legal  measures  therein,  as  will  most 
effectually  secure  the  title  of  the  State  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  petitions  of  Benjamin  Rust  and  Anne  Clements;  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Loudoun,  praying  a  division  of  the  said  county;  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  tiie  said  county  in  opposition 
tiiereto;  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hampshire;  of  Mdes  Selden  ;  of  sundry  inliabitants  of  the  county  of 
Louisa;  of  Peier  Poytiu-ess;  of  Thomas  William  Ballendine;  and  tiie  report  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and 
Grievances,  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Griffin  Peachey,  in  the  said  report  mentioned,  be  severally  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opin- 
ion thereupon,  to  ilie  House. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  several  petitions  of  Alexander  Kilpatrick,  Daniel  Jones,  Isaac  Ready,  John  Meade,  Samuel 
Hum;  the  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Boyd's  Hole;  Thomas  Jett,  John  Vaughan  and  John  Blair,  Esquires,  in  the  said 
report  mentioned,  be  severally  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  lead  mine  accouiits;  and  also,  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  state  and  possession  of  certain  common  lands  in  Northampton  county,  commonly  called  the  Secretary's 
land,  in  the  said  report  mentioned,  be  severally  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances; tliat  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill, 
'•concerning  John  M'Lean  ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through 
the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,   That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  auditors,  enclosing  a  list  of  pensioners;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  William  Ronald,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Powhatan,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Ronald  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Fitzhugh : 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  concerning  Col.  William  Heth's  certificates ;  and|i|* 
lo  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  on  Wednesday  next,  to  the  choice  of  a  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of 
this  Commonwealth,  for  one  year  from  the  thirtieth  day  of  this  instant;  and  also  of  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council 
or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  John  Banister,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Comaionwealtli;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  report- 
ed, that  the  coainiittee  iiad,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  to  a  resolu- 
tion thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hwuse,  as  followeih  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  acts  of  Assembly  lor  establishing  a  War  Office,  and 
giving  powers  to  the  commissioner  of  War,  ought  to  be  repealed ;  and  that  the  Executive  be  empowered,  if  they  see 
cause,  to  appoint  an  additional  clerk  with  a  salary  of  per  annum. 

Ordere',  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  die  said  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Mercer, 
and  John  Page  of  Caroline,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  petition  of  George  Robertson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  sheriff  and  col- 
lector of  taxes  foi  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  and  has  Ijeen  delayed  in  making  his  collection,  by  the  justices  of  the 
county  failing  to  make  and  return  their  lists  of  property  in  due  time;  wliereby  he  has  become  subjected  to  a  judg- 
ment of  the  General  Court,  for  the  balance  of  his  collection,  with  damages  and  costs;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  officers  of  Col.  White's  regiment,  and  Col.  Posey's  detachment,  setting  forth,  that  upon 
the  evacuation  of  Savannah,  they  purchased  a  quantity  of  clothing  for  their  own  use,  by  permission  of  the  General, 
under  an  engagement  with  the  merchants  there  to  pay  for  the  same  in  tobacco  to  be  delivered  in  Virginia,  and  to 
procure  passports  for  the  protection  of  the  vessels  to  be  sent  for  the  said  tobacco;  t!:at  upon  application  to  the  Gov- 
ernor for  such  passports,  he  declares  his  want  of  power  to  grant  the  same;  and  praying  relief. 
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Also,  a  petition  of  Edwin  Gray;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  possessed  of  thirty  acres  of  land,  by  purchase  from  the 
Nottoway  Indians,  which  by  the  death  of  the  trustees  appointed  by  act  of  Assembly  to  convey  the  same,  he  has  never 
received  a  title  for;  and  praying  that  other  trustees  may  be  appointed  to  convey  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Gill;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  nearest  of  blood  to  John  Brander,  a  British  subject, 
whose  estate  has  become  escheated  to  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  to  vest  the  monies  aris- 
ing from  the  sale  of  the  said  estate,  in  the  petitioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matters  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Mary  Hurt,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  her  father  John  Hurt,  de- 
ceased, placed  a  sum  of  money  in  the  hands  of  John  Boness,  for  the  support  of  the  petitioner,  who  made  use  of  the 
same  and  joined  the  enemy,  since  which  his  estate  has  become  escheated  to  the  Commonwealth ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Nancy  Tarpley ;  setting  forth,  that  she  is  possessed  of  a  Loan  Office  certificate,  for  money 
lent  to  the  State,  by  her  guardian,  in  the  year  1777;  that  by  an  act  of  Assembly  passed  in  the  year  1778,  directing 
the  holders  of  such  certificates  to  bring  them  in  and  take  out  others  of  a  diflerent  tenor,  she  will  be  considerably  in- 
jured in  the  value  of  the  said  certificate ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Alexander  Stewart;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  taken  a  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Guilford,  and 
lost  two  horses,  two  saddles  and  bridles,  a  cloak,  a  silver  mounted  sword  and  a  pistol ;  and  praying  to  be  reimbursed 
for  his  said  losses. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Milam ;  setting  forth,  that  he  together  with  Benjamin  Milam  and  John  Kennedy, 
being  soldiers  from  the  county  of  Bedford,  were  made  prisoners  at  the  battle  of  Guilford  ;  that  the  two  latter  died  in 
captivity ;  and  praying  that  compensation  may  be  made  to  him  and  the  representatives  of  the  said  deceased  soldiers, 
for  their  services  and  losses  while  in  captivity. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Milner ;  setting  forth,  that  he  leased  the  place  called  Milner's  warehouses,  in  the 
county  of  Nansemond,  to  a  certain  Cummings,  Warwick  and  Company,  who  afterwards  joined  the  enemy,  and  their 
unexpired  lease  in  the  same  became  vested  in  the  Commonwealth;  and  praying  that  the  said  lease  may  be  vacated, 
and  the  rents  due  thereon,  paid  to  the  petitioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,   1 1  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  November  18,  1782. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Richard  Cocke,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Surry;  and  Mr.  Ta- 
verner  Beale,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Richard  Cocke  and  Taverner  Beale  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 
•^        The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Shelton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Goochland,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence,  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Saturday  last ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Shelton  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  concerning  John  M'Lean,"  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  on  the  question  being  put,  that  the 
said  bill  do  pass, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes  6  J  Noes  17 

'On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  seconded  by  Mr.  Goodall, 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  tlic  question  for  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  be  inserted  iu 
the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Thomas  Parramore,  Thomas  Walker,  Hugh  Rose,  William 
Cabell,  John  Cunningham,  John  Talbot,  Adam  Stephen,  Thomas  Madison,  Robert  Adams,  jun.  William  Brown,  Ro- 
bert Gilchrist,  John  Page,  jun.  William  Green  Muiiford,  Henry  Skipwith,  French  Strother,  George  Wray,  George 
■Booker,  John  Edmondson,  Alexander  Henderson,  Charles  Broadwater,  John  Marshall,  William  Pickett,  David  Ross, 
George  Thompson,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  Thomas  Smith,  John  Shelton,  John  Payne,  Nelson  Anderson,  jun.  Pe- 
ter Saunders,  Bernard  Moore,  Edwin  Conway,  Francis  Peyton,  John  Carter,  William  Du-Val,  Henry  Stokes,  Wil- 
liam Randolph,  Samuel  Dedman,  Simon  Frazer,  Benjamin  Wilson,  jiobert  Sayers,  John  Watkins,  Thomas  Newton, 
jun.  Thomas  Matthews,  John  Hull,  John  Heath,  Benjamin  Porter,  William  Ronald,  Littleberry  Mosby,  Arthur  Lee, 
Robert  Wormeley  Carter,  Taverner  Beale,  John  Taylor,  Thomas  Towles,  Charles  Carter,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
James  Kee,  Richard  Cocke,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Richard  Lee,  Joseph  Prciitis.  Henry  Tazewell  and  John  Hutchings* 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Everard  Meade,  Frederick  Maclin,  William  Stith,  Joel 
Watkins,  William  Smith,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  William  Gatewood,  James  Reid,  John  Coleman,  Parke  Goodall, 
Turner  Southall,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  William  White,  Kinchen  Godwin,  Thomas  Walke  and 
Arthur  Campbell. 
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J|  I  also 

Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  said  bill  be  "an  act  concerning  John  M'Tjcan." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  the  relation  between  the  constituent  and  representative,  renders  it  necessary  that  the  former  should  be 
well  informed  of  the  conduct  of  the  latter,  in  discharge  of  the  important  trust  to  him  committed,  to  the  end  that  the 
people  may  have  it  in  their  power  to  encourage  the  meritorious  servants,  and  discountenance  the  undeserving; 

Resolved,  That  it  be  a  standing  order  of  the  House,  that  any  member  on  his  motion  for  that  purpose,  being  se- 
conded, shall  have  a  right  to  have  the  yeas  and  nays  taken,  upon  the  determination  of  any  question  ;  that  the  names  of 
those  who  vote  in  the  negative  or  affirmative  of  the  question,  be  entered  on  the  Journals,  with  tlie  name  of  him  who 
calls  for  the  yeas  and  nays  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  such  Journal  be  given  to  any  member  requesting  the  same,  attested  bv 
the  clerk  of  the  House. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  consider  of  and  report  a  plan  to  the  House,  for  the  more  speed\ 
promidgation  of  the  laws  and  Journals  of  the  General  Assembly. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Prentis,  John  Watkins  and  Marshall. 

Mr.  Prentis  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "concern- 
ing the  certificates  issued  to  the  oflicers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  ?<Ir.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
agreed  to  several*  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  a  permanent  body  of  disciplined  citizens  is  the  only  natu- 
ral and  safe  defence  of  any  republic ;  and  that  the  present  militia  laws  now  in  force,  are  wholly  inadequate  to  the  pur- 
pose of  such  a  military  establishment,  as  will  ensure  this  Commonwealth  safety  and  prosperity. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  unequal  strength  of  the  diflerent  counties,  will  render 
it  necessary  to  divide  the  Commonwealth  into  districts,  of  nearly  equal  size  and  force. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  a  select  militia,  is  the  only  system  that  will  be  found  effica- 
cious and  formidable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  very  dispersed  situation  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State, 
requires  that  there  should  be  a  considerable  proportion  of  horse,  as  they  alone  are  capable  of  collecting  suddenly  on 
an  emergency,  and  afterwards  of  extending  the  influence  of  an  army  over  a  considerable  tract  of  country ;  and  that 
the  different  districts  should  furnish  a  certain  proportion  of  trained  cavalrj'. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  a  small,  but  adequate  number  of  artillery,  will  be  found 
serviceable  and  necessary. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  select  militia,  ought  to  be  furnished  with  a  stand  of 
arms  to  each  man. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  a  cheap  uniform,  of  the  manufacture  of  the  country,  to  be 
provided  by  the  men  belonging  to  the  select  militia,  would  tend  much  to  the  disciplining  of  the  men  and  encourage- 
ment of  industry. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  militia  ought  be  paid  per  day,  whilst  in  actual 

service,  during  the  present  war. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions  ;  and  that  Messrs.  Prentis,  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  Mercer,  Thruston,  Meade,  Matthews,  Cabell,  Ronald,  Marshall,  Madison,  Stephens,  Arthur  Lee,  and 
Heath,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Loudoun,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  labor  under  many  inconveniences,  by  reason  of  the  great  extent  of 
their  county ;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  divided  into  two  distinct  counties,  by  certain  boundaries  therein  ex- 
pressed. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  set- 
ting forth,  that  they  have  settled  upon  certain  lands,  heretofore  held  by  grantees,  and  by  the  act  "  for  establishing  the 
Commonwealth's  laud  office,"  were  to  have  titles  made  for  the  same  upon  payment  of  the  composition  money  in  six 
months,  otherwise  the  lands  were  to  revert  to  the  grantees ;  thit  the  scarcity  of  money,  has  prevented  them  from 
paying  the  said  composition  money  in  the  said  term  of  six  months  ;  and  praying  that  the  further  time  of  six  months 
mav  be  granted  them  for  tlsat  purpose. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Josias    Clapham;  setting  forth,    that  a  quantity  of  shoes    belonging  to  the  petitioner,  were 
taken  some  time  in  the  vear  17B1,  by  a  continental  officer,  for  the  use  of  the  army;  that  he  has  received  uo  satisfac- 
tion for  the  same  ;  anc!  jji-aying  to  be  made  payment. 
G 


24 

J..  ihe  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 

joof,  ami  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House, 
louse  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock.       ' 

i 


j  TUESDAY,  November  19,   1782. 

A  bill.  "  concerning  the  certificates  issued  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virj^inia  line,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "^ivingfurtber 
time  to  the  freeiiolders  and  house-keepers  of  the  parishes  of  Antrim  and  Westover,  to  elect  new  vestries  ;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resulvefl,  Tliat  the  commissioners  appointed  to  collect  ail  documents  and  proofs  necessary  for  establishing  xbf 
right  of  tliis  State  to  its  western  territory,  or  any  one  of  them,  be  authorised  and  empowered  to  examine  upon  oath, 
the  clerk  and  such  members  of  the  King's  Council  of  Virginia,  previous  to  the  resolution,  as  are  now  living,  con- 
cerning the  instructions  received  from  the  King  and  Council  relative  to  the  said  territory,  and  on  such  other  matters 
as  may  serve  to  ascertain  the  title  of  this  State  to  its  western  country. 

And  the  said  resolution   being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  do  carry  the  resolu-  Ion  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  establishing  a  Virginia  circulating  tobacco  bank  ;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ml.  Charles  Carter  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act  for  seizure  and  condemnation  of 
British  goods,  found  on  land ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "  to  prohibit  persons  going  on  board  British  vessels ;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  governor,  enclosing  a  state  of  the  proceedings  of  the  exe- 
cutive  under  the  revenue  law,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read, 
and  are  as  foUoweth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Brown,  late  physician  general  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  who  entered  into  the  public  service  in  quality  of  surgeon  to  the  2d  Virginia  regiment, 
praying  that  his  pay  and  depreciation  may  be  settled  in  the  same  manner  with  the  other  officers  of  the  Virginia  line 
on  continental  establishment,  and  that  the  bounty  in  lands  may  be  extended  to  the  petitioner;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  pay  and  depreciation  account  of  the  said  William 
Brown,  when  settled,  ought  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Green- 
brier, praying  that  a  road  may  be  cleared  from  the  Warm  Springs  to  Ugley's  creek,  at  the  expense  of  the  said  county; 
and  tliat  another  road  from  Ugley's  creek  to  the  savanna,  may  be  cleared  at  the  expense  of  the  people  residing  on 
the  iiortli  side  of  Gieenbrier  river,  on  Howard's  and  Anthony's  creeks;  is  reasonable. 

The  1st  and  2d  resdlutions  were  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  third  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  nominate  persons  proper  to  be  ballotted  for  as  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  tills 
Commonwealth  for  one  ^ear;  and  also,  of  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council,  or  Council  of  State. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cabell  do  carry  a  list  of  the  persons  so  nominated  to  the  Senate. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Conniionwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter 
reported,  lh;it  the  comniittee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  titeir  conside- 
ration, and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  hi  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  declaring 
'*  w hat  siiall  be  treason,"  as  vests  the  power  of  pardon  for  such  offences  in  the  General  Assembly  is  unconstitutional, 
and  oui^ht  to  be  amended. 

Resolved,  that  it  >s  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  a  more  equal  assessment  of  lands  within  this  Common- 
wealth, ouphl  lo  be  made;  and  that  the  act,  "  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  perma- 
nent revenue,"  be  amended. 
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Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act,  "  for  appropriating  the  pubiic  reveuue  ;"  and  also 
the  act,  "  for  the  redtmptioii  of  certain  certificates,"  ought  to  be  amended. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  "  for  establishing  an  auditor's 
office,"  ought  to  be  amended;  and  that  one  auditor  will  be  sufficient  to  discharge  the  public  business  of  that  de- 
partment. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  first  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Stith,  Mim- 
ford  and  Edmondson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  second  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Charles  Carter, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Henderson,  Strother,  Robert  Wormeley  Carter,  Arthur  Lee,  Cabell,  Arthur  Campbell,  Thomas 
Walker,  Newton  and  Talbot,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  third  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Thruston,  John 
Watkins,  Rose,  Edmondson,  Gilchrist,  Mercer,  Marshall,  Bowyer  and  Newton,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  fourth  resolution  ;  and  that  Messrs.  Richard  Lee, 
Kee,  Porter,  Goodall,  Booker,  Matthews,  Coleman,  Thomas  Smith,  Lyne,  Henderson  and  Talbot,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  tlie  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Peachey : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  to  continue  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  ascertain  the  JT 
number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth  ;"  "  to  continue  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  empower  the  Judges  of  the  " 
General  Court,  to  superintend  and  regulate  the  public  jail;"  "  to  continue  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  ascertain  the 
losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this  Commonwealth;"  and  "  to  vest  certain 
lands  in  William  Robinson,  in  fee,"  with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House; 
also,  they  have  t-.dded  the  name  of  Turner  Southall,  Esq.  to  the  nomination  of  persons  to  be  ballotted  for  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Privy  Council,  or  Council  of  State.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Benjamin  Wilson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Monongalia,  at- 
tended in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was 
called  over  on  Saturday  last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Wilson,  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  con- 
cerning the  militia." 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  abuses  supposed  to  have  been  committed  under 
:he  allowance  granted  by  the  last  Assembly  to  load  685  hogsheads  of  tobacco  on  board  certain  British  vessels,  in 
consequence  of  a  resolve  of  Congress  for  that  purpose ;  and  that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons, 
papers  and  records  for  their  information;  and  that  they  make  report  to  the  House  concerning  the  premises. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Henderson,  Saunders,  Du-Val,  Prentis,  Coleman,  Cabell  and  Mat- 
thews, 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  accounts  for  the  expense  of  messengers  to  take  into  custody  the  absent  members,  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  Trade;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  Youngliusband,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  left  Great  Bri- 
tain in  the  year  1776,  and  came  to  New  York  with  his  wife  and  family,  designing  to  settle  in  Virginia,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  his  brother;  that  soon  after  the  capture  of  Charlestown  he  went  thither  for  his  health,  and  fell  into  the 
power  of  General  Greene,  who  permitted  him  to  come  to  this  State  and  solicit  admission  as  a  citizen;  that  upon  ap- 
plication to  the  Executive  he  is  deemed  a  prisoner  upon  parole,  and  ordered  to  return  to  New  York,  with  his  wife  and 
family,  whom  he  had  lately  brought  here;  and  praying  to  be  admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizenship,  in  like  manner  with 
other  citizens. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Greeafei^r,  whos^nama^  are  t^es^unto  subscribed ;  setting 
forth,  that  it  will  be  of  general  utility  to  the  petitioners  to  establi^^  a  town  at  the  courthouse  in  the  said  county;  and 
praying  that  forty  acres  of  land  may  be  laid  ofl'  by  an  act,  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Amand  Vaglusan,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  a  native  of  Gua- 
daloupe,  and  captain  of  a  troop  of  cavalry  in  the  service  of  this  State;  that  his  presence  being  no  longer  necessary 
wit!)  his  company,  he  has  obtained  permission  to  return  to  his  native  country  to  settle  his  private  affairs;  and  praying 
that  his  arrears  of  wages  may  be  paid,  to  enable  him  to  discharge  debts  incurred  in  the  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House.  ,^ 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock.  ^ 
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A  bill,  "  for  giving  further  time  to  the  freeholders  and  housekeepers  of  the  parishes  of  Antrim  and  Westover;' 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  lime. 

A  bill,  "  to  prohibit  persons  going  on  board  British  vessels ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods  found  on  land;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "  for  establishing  a  Virginia  circulating  tobacco  bank;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referrred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were,  again  twice  read,  amended,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thadey  Kelly;  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
month  of  October  in  the  year  1779,  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  company  in  the  garrison  regiment  of  this 
State ;  that  there  are  considerable  arrearages  of  pay  and  clothing  due  him,  for  a  settlement  of  which  he  has  procured 
the  necessary  vouchers,  and  waited  on  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  who  informed  him  that  his  accounts  cannot 
^be  settled  till  the  rising  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly ;  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  the  auditors 
of  public  accounts,  ought  forthwith  to  liquidate  the  petitioner's  accounts,  and  that  his  pay  ought  to  commence  from 
the  date  oi  his  commission. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  James  Smith,  setting  forth,  that  he  enlist- 
ed as  a  soldier  in  the  continental  service,  and  at  the  battle  of  Guilford  courthouse  had  the  misfortune  to  receive  a  ball 
through  one  of  his  thighs,  which  broke  it;  that  he  was  carried  to  the  house  of  Walter  M'Question,  where  he  remained 
eight  or  nine  months  before  he  could  travel,  that  his  account  for  board  and  attendance  whilst  there  amounted  to  25Z. 
which  he  has  paid;  and  praying  to  be  reimbursed  the  same,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allow- 
ed and  paid  the  said  sum  of  25/.  to  be  charged  to  the  continent  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Shipwash ;  setting  forth,  that  her 
husband  William  Shipwash,  being  one  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  was  ordered  into  service,  and  accordingly  joined 
the  army  near  the  Great  Bridge  under  the  command  of  Col.  Parker;  that  he  was  detached  with  a  party  to  collect 
cattle  for  the  army,  in  the  execution  of  which  business  he  was  killed  by  the  enemy;  that  she  is  left  with  three  small 
•children  in  very  distressed  circumstances;  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allow- 
ed half  the  pay  of  a  soldier  during  life. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Milner;  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
year  1772,  he  leased  to  a  company  of  Scotch  merchants,  known  by  the  firm  of  Cummings,  Warwick  &i  Co.,  the  ware- 
houses Etc.  called  Slilner's,  in  the  county  of  Nanscmond  ;  that  the  said  company  have  left  this  country  and  joined  the 
enemy;  in  consequence  of  which,  their  unexpired  term  in  the  said  lease  has  become  vested  in  the  Commonwealth, 
and  the  escheator  of  the  said  county  of  Nansemond  has  rented  the  same  out;  and  praying  that  he  may  receive  the 
rents  of  the  said  houses  since  they  become  vested  in  the  Commonwealth',  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  same  ought  to 
be  paid  the  petitioner. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Henry  Pendleton ;  setting  forth,  that  in 
the  month  of  iV'arch  last,  he  purchased  from  Benjamin  Shurld,  a  Serjeant  of  artillery,  an  auditor's  certificate  for  hii 
services,  dated  the  7th  of  March,  1782,  amounling  to  81/;  that  he  has  by  accident  lost  the  said  certificate;  and 
praying  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  may  be  directed  and  empowered  to  remedy  his  said  loss,  by  granting 
him  another  certificate,  similar  to  that  lost;  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  said  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  no  person  to  add  to  the  nomination  for  a  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of 
this  Commonwealth.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

On  a  motion  made,  *  ^"^/^a.^t  ^t^^d*  H  j^/ 

Ordered,  That  the  standing  rfrder  of  this  llWsc,  which  directs  that  in  all  future  elections  to  be  made  by  joint 
ballot  of  both  Houses,  it  be  a  standing  rule  that  no  ballot  be  counted  unless  the  person  named  therein  shall  have 
been  previously  and  openly  proposed  in  the  one  or  the  other  House,  and  that  before  the  Houses  proceed  to  ballot 
they  acquaint  each  other  by  message  with  the  names  of  the  persons  proposed  in  their  respective  Houses,  be  rescinded. 
The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  witli  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets 
with  the  names  of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messn;.  Cabell,  Richard 
Lee  and  Gikln-ist,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  and  jointly  with  them  to  exam- 
ine the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 
^  The  committee  then  withdrew;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord- 

ing to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot 
boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  of  Berkeley- 
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The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  ot' 
a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State;  and  the  members  liaving  prepared  tickets  with  the  name  of  the 
person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Rlessrs.  Cabell,  Richard  Lee,  and  Gilchrist,  were 
nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  and  jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and 
report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majority  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew;  and  after  some  time,  returned  into  t!ie  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord-^" 
ing  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  bal- 
lot boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  John  Marshall,  Esq. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  do  inquire  into  the  subject  matter  of  a  letter,  said  to 
have  been  written  by  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.  a  delegate  of  this  State  in  Congress,  to  Mann  Page,  Esq.  a  member  of  this  , 

House,  containing  matter  injurious  to  the  public  interests ;  and  that  the  said  committee  do  call  for  persons  and  papers,      \J 
for  their  information. 

Mr.  Tazewell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "  to  repeal  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  respecting  the 
commissioner  of  the  War  Office  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money 
of  this  State;"  and  that  Messrs.  Edmondson  and  Ronald,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Ricliard  Lee  reported,  fi'om  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  court  of  Elizabeth  City  county,  agreeable  to  a 
resolution  of  the  last  session,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  a  brigantine,  late  the  property  of  Captain 
John  Harris,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  allowance  made  by  the  commissioners,  appointed  by 
the  said  county  court  of  Elizabeth  City,  for  ascertaining  the  value  of  a  brigantine,  late  the  property  of  Captain  John 
Harris,  which  was  taken  from  him  by  Captain  Richard  Barron,  in  the  year  1775;  the  sails  and  anchors  of  which, 
were  sold  by  order  of  the  then  committee  of  Safety,  for  the  payment  of  the  seamen's  wages,  and  together  with  the  said 
brigantine,  were  entirely  lost  to  the  said  captain  John  Harris,  amounting  to  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  is  rea- 
sonable ;  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  public. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Goodall,  Joel  Watkins,  and  Prenlis,  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Religion  ;  and  Messrs. 
Booker,  and  Richard  Cocke,  to  the  committee  of  Trade. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  'concerning  pensioners  ;"  and  that  Messrs. 
Henderson,  Du-Val  and  Marshall,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Cyrus  Griffin,  Esq.  respecting  an  allowance  made  him  by  the  Assembly,  in 
December  session  1781,  for  his  services  whilst  a  delegate  of  this  State  in  Congress,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  books  and  papers  of  the  commercial  agent,  and  to  re- 
port the  situation  of  the  same  to  the  House,  with  an  estimate  of  the  debts  due  in  that  department,  discriminating  such 
as  ought  to  be  paid  under  the  act  "for  appropriating  the  public  revenue,"  from  those  that  ought  to  be  delayed  till  the 
finances  of  the  State  are  in  a  situation  to  discharge  the  same. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Prentis.  Henderson,  Ronald,  Tazewell,  Gilchrist,  John  Watkins, 
Matthews,  Newton,  Richard  Lee,  Thomas  Smith,  Lyne  ^nd  Marshall. 

A  peiition  of  Thomas  Wyatt,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  a  soldier  in  the 
battle  of  Guilford,  and  received  a  wound,  which  has  disabled  him  from  labor ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Stephen  Terry  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  received  a  wound  while  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  this 
State,  at  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  which  has  disabled  him  from  labor ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Richard  Taylor  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  commanded  the  ship  Tartar,  in  the  service  of  this 
State,  and  in  an  engagement  with  an  enemy's  privateer,  received  a  dangerous  wound  in  the  thigh  ;  that  upon  the  re- 
duction of  the  navj',  he  conceived  himself  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  but  from  an  omission  in  the  law  as  he  supposes, 
it  extends  only  to  officers  in  the  land  service  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Henry  Armistead;  setting  forth,  that  he  purchased  of  one  Robert  Scott,  for  full  value,  an  au- 
ditor's warrant  on  the  treasury  for  4,760/.  14*.  which  he  has  since  lost,  having  never  sold  or  assigned  the  same,  and 
that  payment  thereof  having  been  stopped  at  the  treasury ;  and  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  authorised  to  grant 
him  another  warrant  of  tiie  same  tenor. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Gideon  Spencer,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  a  company  of  militia,  who  served  under  his  com- 
mand at  the  siege  of  York ;  setting  forth,  that  the  pay  of  the  said  company,  bath  been  liquidated  by  the  auditors  in 
paper  money ;  and  praying  that  the  certificates  granted  for  the  same  may  be  exchanged,  and  specie  certificates  grunt- 
ed in  lieu  thereof. 

A 'so,  a  petition  of  William  McKee;  setting  forth,  that  being  sheriff"  of  Rockbridge   county,  he  hath   incurred 
consiuerable  expense  in  maintaining  Benjamin  Smith,  a  lunatic  in  the  said  county,  who  hath   been  committed  to  his 
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care,  as  also  in  conveying  him  to  the  public  hospital  and  back,  the  directors  having  refused  to  receive  him ;  and  pray- 
ing reliei'. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  justices  of  Bedford  county  court,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  they 
,  have  ordered  the  courthouse  of  the  said  county,  to  be  erected  at  a  place  near  the  centre  of  the  bounty,  and  on  land 
given  for  the  use  of  the  county,  which,  from  its  situation,  is  very  convenient  for  a  town  ;  and  praying  that  a  town  may 
be  established  there,  by  act  of  Assembly. 

Also,  divers  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Brunswick,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed  ; 
setting  forth,  that  they  labor  under  many  inconveniences,  by  reason  of  the  great  extent  of  their  county,  and  of  the 
river  Meherrin  running  nearly  through  the  centre  thereof;  and  praying  that  the  said  county  may  be  divided  into  two 
distinct  counties,  agreeable  to  the  course  of  the  said  river. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Nelson  Anderson  the  elder,  Daniel  Trueheart  and  Zachariah  Clarke ;  setting  forth,  that  in 
the  month  of  June,  1780,  they  leni  a  quantity  of  tobacco  to  the  State,  upon  an  assurance  of  the  Assembly,  to  repay 
the  same  on  or  before  the  month  of  April,  1781 ;  that  they  yet  see  no  provision  made  to  that  efl'ect;  and  praying  that 
funds  may  be  established  to  pay  the  interest,  or  to  discharge  the  principal. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  November  21,   1782. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  giving  further  time  to  the  freeholders  and  housekeepers  of  the  parishes  of  Antrim  ano 
Westover,  to  elect  new  vestries,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  a  blank  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  the  freeholders  and 
housekeepers  of  the  parishes  of  Antrim  and  Westover,  to  elect  new  vestries." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
A  bill,  "to  repeal  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  respecting  the  commissioner  of  the  War  Office,"  was  read  the 
second  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  sundry  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  have  agreed  upon  a  report,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  tiie  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  foUoweth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  Matthew  Pleasants,  witness  on  the  petition  of  John  Young- 
husband,  that  in  the  month  of  May,  1778,  he  was  on  a  voyage  to  France,  and  was  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  car- 
ried to  New  York  ;  that  the  morning  after  his  arrival,  the  deponent  desired  the  prize-master,  who  was  going  into  the 
town,  if  he  saw  any  of  his  acquaintances  there,  to  inform  them  where  he  was,  and  his  situation;  that  the  second  mcn-n- 
ing,  the  petitioner,  John  Younghusband,  came  with  others  to  see  the  deponent,  and  after  making  himself  known,  and 
inquiring  about  his  brother  in  Virginia,  asked  the  deponent  of  his  situation,  and  invited  him  to  his  house;  that  the 
deponent  during  his  captivity  resided  with  the  petitioner,  who  offered  to  furnish  him  with  any  thing  he  might  want, 
and  did  lend  him  a  sum  of  money,  and  in  other  respects  treated  him  in  a  very  friendly  manner ;  that  the  petitioner  ex- 
pressed the  warmest  attachment  to  the  cause  of  America,  and  his  intention  of  settling  in  Virginia,  whenever  he  could 
accomplish  it,  and  desired  the  deponent  to  request  his  brother  to  purchase  him  a  place. 

Hesulved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Younghusband,  praying  that  he  may 
be  permitted  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  reside  therein  as  a  citizen  ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Brigadier  General  Daniel  Morgan,  praying 
to  be  paid  for  sundry  articles  furnished  Captain  Gill's  troop  of  light  dragoons,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  he  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  sum  of  63,'.   10s.  Id.  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  coimty  of  Monon- 
galia, praying  that  the  collection  of  tlie  taxes  imposed  by  the  act,  "for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  es- 
tablishing a  permanent  revenue,"  may  be  suspended  as  to  the  said  county;  is  reasonable. 

The  first  and  second  resolutions,  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

The  third  resolution  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 
Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi^ 
tions  and  Grievances  do  prepare   and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  second  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
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The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  William  Norvell,  one  of  the  members  <br  the  county  of  James  Cit^^Bjjtended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence,  when  the  House  «-<vs  called 
over  on  Saturday  last ; 

Ordered^  That  the  said  William  Norvell  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

JJr.  Tazewell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  de- ^^ 
daring  what  shall  be  treason,  as  vests  the  power  of  pardon  for  such  offences  in  the  Geireual  Assembly;"  and  the  same  |fc 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time.  Jj 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- f^ 
cording  to  order,   had  under    their    consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions      t, 
thereupon,  whicli  he  read  in  his  place,   and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  a  petition,  as  respects  Albridgton  Holland  and 
Levi  Moore,  who  are  under  sentence  of  death,  on  a  charge  of  treason  against  the  State,  praying  to  be  pardoned  for  the 
said  offences,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  said  Albridgton  Holland  and  Levi  Moore,  ought  to  receive  pardon  for  the 
same,  upon  condition  of  serving  as  soldiers  in  the  continental  army,  during  the  war. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  commiltee,  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  respects  John  Hol- 
land, Demsey  Butler  and  Henry  Norfleet ;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  praying  to  be  relieved 
from  the  unequal  assessment  of  his  lands  ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  assessment  of  the  lands  of  the  said  Benjamin  Harrison, 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Prince  George,  for  their  re-consideration. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  third  and  fourth  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  con- 
currence ^^ 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution:  4f*C<llfc**  *«»«m«4.A> B •/ 

Whereas,  the  constitution  doth  expressly  direct,  that  the  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate,  the  PSvy  Council  or 
Council  of  State,  the  delegates  to  Congress,  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals  and  General  Court,  Judges 
in  Chancerj',  Judges  o(  Admiralty,  Secretary  and  Attorney  General,  shall  be  chosen  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses 
of  Assembly;  and  whereas,  by  a  resolve  passed  on  the  28th  day  of  October,  1776,  it  is  declared  "  that  in  all  future 
elections  to  be  made  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses,  it  be  a  standing  rule,  that  no  ballot  be  counted  unless  the  per- 
sons named  therein  shall  have  been  previously  and  openly  proposed  in  the  one  or  the  other  House,  and  that  before 
the  Houses  proceed  to  ballot,  they  acquaint  each  other  by  message,  with  the  names  of  the  persons  proposed  in  their 
respective  Houses ;"  from  whence  hath  flowed  a  practice  of  appointing  the  said  great  officers  of  government  and  judges, 
by  a  resolve  of  both  Houses,  without  a  previous  ballot,  in  cases  where  but  one  person  hath  been  put  in  nomination 
in  both  Houses  ;  and  as  such  a  manner  of  appointing  officers  of  government  and  judges,  is  an  express  violation  of 
the  letter  of  the  constitution;  and  the  said  resolve,  insomuch  as  it  directs  a  previous  nomination  of  persons ^n  either 
House,  is  contravening  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  by  destroying  that  perfect  freedom  and  confidence,  which  can 
alone  constitute  free  and  independent  elections ; 

It  is  resolved.  That  henceforth  the  said  resolve  shall  be  repealed  and  utterlj'  made  void;  and  that  in  future  the 
election  of  Governor  or  Supreme  Magistrate,  members  of  the  Privy  Council,  delegates  to  Congress,  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals,  Judges  of  Chancery  and  of  the  General  Court,  Judges  of  Admiralty,  Secretary 
and  the  Attorney  General,  shall  in  all  cases  be  made  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses,  without  the  necessity  of  any 
previous  nomination  in  cither  House. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the. House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. ^fSf^jLJ^  J  ^ 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Frederick  Maclin  and  others,  to  ihem  referred,  and  had 
agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  an  order  of  Council  was  many  years  ago  granted  to  the  said  Frederick  Maclin 
and  others,  to  take  up  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  on  the  eastern  waters,  in  the  then  county  of  Pittsylvania;  that 
the  said  company  surveyed  fifty-four  thousand  acres  or  thereabouts,  within  the  time  limited  in  the  said  order,  but 
from  unavoidable  causes  were  prevented  from  surveying  the  whole  order  of  Council ;  that  the  said  company  purchased 
rights  for,  and  in  due  time  paid  all  the  necessary  charges  for  the  said  fifty-four  thousand  acres;  that  the  said  orrjer  of 
Council  hath  been  laid  before  the  Court  of  Appeals  as  directed  by  law:  but  before  any  determination  was  made  there- 
upon, all  the  papers  and  proofs  respecting  the  said  claim  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

Whereupon,  your  committee  came  to  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Frederick  Maclin  and  others ;  is 
reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  Frederick  Maclin  and  others,  concerned  in  the 
said  order  of  Council,  upon  returning  into  the  register's  office  a  survey  of  the  said  fifty-four  thousand  acres  of  land, 
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iind  payjj^g  the  accustomed  fees,  ought  to  obtain  a  patent  for  the  same,  saving  the  right  of  any  person  to  enter  a  caveat 
against  such  patent. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  tlie  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
XA  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 
Mn.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "concerning  John  M'Lean;"  also,  to  the  resolution  em- 
-ipowering  the  commissioners  for  stating  the  title  of  this  State  to  its  western  territory,  to  examine  witnesses.    And  then 
'^le  withdrew. 

^  The  House  being  informed  that  ]Mr.  Robert  Boiling,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddle,  attended 

in  custody  of  the  seijeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Robert  Boiling  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "concerning  the  two  legions  raised  by  this  State;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consider- 
ation, but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  aa:ain. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houseon  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  a  petition  and  memorial  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and'ao-reed 
to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  :  " 

Resolved,  that.it  is  (he  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Amand  Vogluson,  setting  forth,  that  pre- 
vious to  the  commencement  of  the  present  war  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  Guadaloupe;  that  so  early  in  the  contest  as 
January,  17t?,.jJ|Q  came  tothigiStatt^  |nd  entered  into  the  American  army  as  a  lieutenant  of  artillery;  that  some  time 
after,  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  company  of  light  dragoons,  belonging  to  the  corps  formerly  commanded 
by  Major  John  Nelson,  in  which  service  he  has  faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office ;  that  the  situation  of  his 
private  affairs  urges  a  return  to  his  native  country,  to  do  which  he  has  solicited  and  obtained  permission  ;  that  for  his 
support  he  has  been  obliged  to  contract  debts  to  a  considerable  amount;  for  the  payment  of  which  he  has  no  alterna- 
tive, but  with  the  certificates  which  have  been  granted  him  for  his  services;  and  praying  that  the  treasurer  may  be 
directed  to  pay  him  the  amount  of  his  certificates,  in  order  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  discharjre  the  debts  which  he 
has  necessarily  contracted,  whilst  in  the  service  of  this  State  and  the  Uiiited  States;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  memorial  of  Capt.  Richard  Taylor,  setting  forth,  that 
early  in  the  present  war,  he  entered  into  the  service  of  this  State,  in  the  marine  department,  and  continued  therein  till 
the  latter  end  of  the  year  1 778,  when  in  an  engagement  with  a  British  privateer,  he  received  a  dangerous  wound  m  his 
thigh,  under  which  he  languished  in  painful  and  expensive  confinement  for  several  years;  that  agreeable  to  an  act  of 
Assembly  passed  in  May,  1779,  "concerning  officers,  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines,"  he  considered  himself  entitled  to 
half  pay  for  life;  but  upon  a  late  application  to  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  he  had  the  mortification  to  disco- 
ver that  the  half  pay  provision  was  restrained  to  officers  in  the  land  service;  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that 
the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  half  pay  during  life,  to  commence  from  the  fifth  day  of  November,  1781. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  prohibit  persons  going  on  board  British  vessels;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
cliair,  and  -Mr.  Taiewell  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  considera- 
^(«ft^i^  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Petersburg,  Blandford  and  Pocahontas,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  increase  of  residents  in  the  said 
towns,  as  well  their  commerce  and  vicinity  to  each  other,  render  a  charter  of  incorporation,  and  the  establishment  of 
a  good  police,  necessary  for  the  security  and  benefit  oi  tiie  inhabitants ;  and  praying  that  the  said  towns  may  be  in- 
corporated in  one  charter,  by  the  name  of  Petersburg. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Josiah  Riddick;  setting  forth,  that  in  General  Matthews's  invasion,  he  entered  into  the  service, 
was  captured,  and  sent  to  New  York,  where  he  suflt'red  a  long  and  painful  imprisonment;  that  a  gratuity  was  voted 
by  a  former  Assembly,  of  five  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco,  to  your  petitioner,  and  others  in  his  predicament,  which  he 
lias  never  received ;   and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Joiin  Cox;  setting  forth,  that  tiie  act  of  the  last  session  "  for  establishing  a  town  at  the  court- 
house of  Buckingham,"  excludes  the  houses  and  enclosures  of  the  petitioner,  and  leaves  them  without  the  town  ;  that 
he  conceives  it  would  be  of  public  benefit  to  include  them ;  and  praying  that  the  said  act  may  be  amended. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inbabitauls  of  the  county  of  Fluvanna,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed  ;  setting 
forth,  that  application  hath  been  made  to  the  court  of  the  said  county,  for  leave  to  build  a  mill  on  Hardware  river 
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which  would  be  of  general  public  utility,  but  the  court  doubting  their  power  to  grant  tlie  same,  have  refused  such 
leave;  and  praying  that  an  act  'nay  pass  to  that  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine ihe  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House.  A^ 

A  petition  of  William  Barrett,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;   setting  forth,  that  he  is  a  captain  of  dra-  ' 
gonns,  was  wounded,  and  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Guilford,  and  lost  two  valuable  horses;  that  his  wound  was 
dangerous,  and  has  produced  great  expense  in  its  cure ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  paid  the  value  of  his  two  horses, 
to  enable  him  again  to  take  the  field.  tA 

Also,  a  petition  of  Mills  Wilkinson  ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1776,  he  had  a  negro  slave  named  Cuffee,  ™ 
taken  by  the  troops  of  this  State,  and  by  order  of  the  committee  of  Sal'ety,  sent  to  the  lead  mines,  where  he  has  re-  J^ 
snained  ever  since,  the  petitioner  not  having  received  any  hire  for  his  services;  and  praying  that  tiie  said  slave  may  fP 
be  returned,  and  the  hire  paid  i)im. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Joel  Molum;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  employed  by  Mr.  James  Maxwell,  and  Commodore 
Barron  to  do  the  iron  work  of  the  ship  Virginia,  which  was  destroyed  in  General  Matihews's  invasion;  that  he  has 
faithfully  performed  the  work,  and  never  received  any  recompense  for  the  same;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  refeired  to  the  committee  of  Trade ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, jnd  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "to  amend 
th^act,  'for  seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods  found  on  land,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  22,  1782. 

A  bill,  "  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act  of  General  Assembly,  '  declaring  vvhat  shall  be  treason,'  as  vests  the  power 
of  pardon,  for  such  oliences  in  the  General  Assembly;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
re  id  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  concerning  the  two  legions,  raised  by  this  State;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  commit- 
ted to  a  committee  of  tiie  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Edmundson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper 
money  of  this  State;"   and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  Thit  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  authorise  the  adjournment  of  the  courts  of  Henrico  county, 
and  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  in  certain  cases;"  and  that  Messrs.  Southall  and  Wilkinson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

Mr.  Thriiston  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  the  following  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  follow eth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  sundry  freeholders  and  housekeepers  of  the 
parish  of  St.  Anne,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  praying  that  the  vestry  of  the  said 
county  may  be  dissolved,  and  that  an  act  may  pass  for  electing  a  new  one;  is  reasonable. 

liesolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  parts  of  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Amelia,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  as  pray  that  so  much  of  the  act,  "declaring  what  shall  be 
a  lawful  marriage,"  as  prohibits  the  dissenting  ministers  of  the  gospel,  duly  authorised  and  licensed  in  each  county, 
from  performing  the  rites  of  matrimony,  except  in  ihe  county  where  they  are  respectively  licensed,"  may  be  repealed  j 
is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  pray  that  so  much 
of  tiie  said  act,  "  declaring  what  shall  be  a  lawful  marriage,"  as  limits  the  number  of  dissenting  ministers  to  be  licensed 
in  each  count\',  may  also  be  repealed ;  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  and  second  resolutions ;  and  that  the  committee 
for  Religion  do  prepare  an  d  bring  in  the  same. 

The  third  resolution  was  read  a  second  time ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Southall  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  authorise  the  adjournment  of  the  courts  of  Henrico  coun- 
ty, and  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  in  certain  cases ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordred,  That  Messrs.    Henderson  and  Ronald,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
bills  "  to  amend  the  act,  'for  appropriating  the  public  revenue ;"   and  also,   "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  the  redemption 
of  certain  ceriifieates ;"  and  Messrs.  Arthur  Lee  and  Richard  Henry  Lee,  to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
commercial  agent's  account. 
I 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Page  of  Caroline,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Tues- 
day next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison  : 
§1^        Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  allowing  James  Smith  and  John  Harris,  certain 
%ums  of  money;   and  for  allowing  EUzabeth  Shipwash,  the  half  pay  of  a  soldier,  during   life.     And  then  he  with- 
drew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 
if  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  giving  further  time  to  the  freeholders  and  housekeepers 
^of  the  parishes  of  Antrim  and  Westover,  to  elect  new  vestries;"  also,  to  the  resolutions  to  refer  the  assessment  of  Ben- 
^Ijamin  Harrison's  land  to  the  commissioners  of  Prince  George  county;  for  paying  Thomas  Milner  the  rent  of  his 
H\varehouses ;  and  directing  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  to  grant  a  certificate  to  Henry  Pendleton.  And  then  he 
withdrew. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill 
"  for  clearing  wagon  roads,  in  the  county  of  Greenbrier;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  lime,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  concerning  the  certificates  issued  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  wlftch 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  dehvered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
'*  to  prohibit  persons  going  on  board  British  vessels  ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Ronald  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  made  a  further  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to 
move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  Tnat  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  vest  the  Capitol  Square  and  the  houses  thereon  erected,  in  the 
Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  for  certain  purposes,  for  a  limited 
time  ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Thruston,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  and  Newton,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Edmund  Rufiin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George,  at- 
tended in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Edmund  Rufiin  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 
A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Solicitor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed,  immediately  to  call  upon  the  difier- 
vnt  clothiers,  as  well  as  commercial  agent,  acting  respectively  under  authority  of  this  State,  to  transmit  without  de- 
lay, a  list  of  such  sums  as  stand  charged  on  their  books,  against  the  commissioned  and  stafi'  ofiicers  of  the  Virginia 
lines  on  continental  and  State  establishment,  to  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  to  enable  them  finally  to  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  said  ofiicers. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  recovering  the  swords  and   other   arms  belonging   to  this 
State;"   and  that  Messrs.  Arthur  Lee,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and  Cabell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Charles  Gratiot,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  made  consider- 
able  advances  for  the  supply  of  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  Illinois  department ;  that  he  has  travelled  several 
thousand  miles,  and  is  now  here  to  settle  his  claim,  without  means  for  support;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Harris;  setting  forth,  that  he  holds  a  part  of  the  tract  of  land  heretofore  called  and  con- 
sidered as  governor's  land,  in  the  county  of  James  City,  upon  lease  for  the  yearly  rent  of  four  barrels  of  Indian  corn  ; 
that  thirty-four  years  of  his  term  are  yet  to  come  and  unexpired;  that  in  Lord  Cornwallis's  invasion  the  last  year,  his 
house  vas  plundered,  his  desk  and  papers  rifled,  and  the  lease  aforesaid  taken  or  destroyed ;  that  upon  application  to 
the  Governor  to  renew  the  same,  it  having  never  been  recorded,  he  has  refused  to  do  so  for  a  longer  term  than  two  or 
three  years;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  setting 
forth,  that  the  court  of  the  said  county  have  in  contradiction  to  the  act  "  for  the  division  of  the  said  county,"  fixed  on 
a  place  five  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  county,  on  which  to  erect  the  public  buildings ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may 
pass  to  fix  the  same  at  or  near  the  centre. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 
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An  account  of  Messrs.  Nicolson  and  Prentis,  for  printing  services  done  for  the  Senate,  was  presented  to  tlit 
House,  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Louisa,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  conceive  the  act  "  for  liquidation  of  debts  and  contracts,"  is  unequal  and 
impolitic,  oppressing  debtors  to  the  benefit  of  their  creditors;  that  they  wish  some  equitable  mode  for  the  adjustment  of 
old  debts  may  be  established,  and  that  from  a  scarcity  of  specie,  they  will,  without  some  alternative  is  admitted,  be  un- 
able to  pay  the  specie  tax  of  the  revenue  law ;  and  praying  relief 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

A  petition  of  William  Craton,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  being  a  soldier  in  the  ser- 
vice of  this  State,  he  received  a  wound  at  the  battle  of  the  Waxsaws,  which  has  disabled  him  from  the  use  of  one 
arm  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Barclay  Cox ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  of  the  militia  of  Mecklenburg  county,  in  the  battle  of 
Guilford,  ana  received  a  wound,  which  occasioned  the  loss  of  his  leg  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Daniel  Tevebough  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  marched  with  a  company  of  militia,  from  the  coun- 
ty of  Hampshire,  to  the  relief  of  Monongalia  county,  for  which  service  the  auditors  have  refused  to  grant  a  certifi- 
cate for  the  pay  of  the  said  company ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Fowler;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1781,  he  served  as  deputy  clothier  to  this  State; 
for  which  he  has  never  received  any  pay  or  other  allowance ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Buchanan ;  setting  forth,  that  he  rented  two  houses  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  for  the 
use  of  the  General  Court,  upon  his  own  private  credit;  that  such  cases  being  without  the  purview  of  the  appropriation 
law,  he  cannot  obtain  payment ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Paul  Woolfolk ;  setting  forth,  that  he  acted  as  assistant  to  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  in  stating  the 
account  of  this  Commonwealth  against  the  United  States,  and  received  the  auditors'  warrant  for  his  services,  which 
the  treasurer  has  refused  to  receive  in  payment  of  taxes,  in  like  manner  with  other  warrants,  agreeable  to  the  law  of 
appropriation ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  that  they  do  examine  the  lAatter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bill  "for  seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods  found  on  land,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  November  23,   1782. 


Ordered^  That  Mr.  Booker  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Wednesday  se'nnight} 
Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  until  Friday  next ;  and  Mr.  Stith  until  Tuesday. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  '  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State ;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  bill,  "for  clearing  wagon  roads  in  the  county  of  Greenbrier;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
i;ngrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  biil,  "to  authorise  the  adjournment  of  the  courts  of  Henrico  county,  and  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  in  certain 
cases ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act  of  General  Assembly,  '  declaring  what  shall  be  treason,'  as  vests 
the  power  of  pardon  for  such  offences  in  the  General  Assembly ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act  of  General  Assem* 
bly,  '  declaring  what  shall  be  treason,'  as  vests  the  power  of  pardon  for  such  offences,  in  the  General  Assembly." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  the  certificates  issued  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line;"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  clause,  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill  by  way  of  ryder,  to  prevent  collusive  conveyances 
of  property,  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  the  taxes  of  winch,  to  pay  the  said  certificates;  and  the  said  engrossed 
clause  being  read  three  times  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Resulved,  That  the  Liii,  with  the  ryder  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  concerning  the  certificates  issued 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line." 

Ordered,  Th^t  Mr.  v'hailes  Carter  do  carry  tiie  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  reso'ntions,  to  rescind  a  resolution,  for  a  previous  nominationM^ 
between  the  two  Houses,  before  a  ballot;  for  allowing  Richard  Taylor  half  pay,  during  life;  directing  the  treasurer^ 
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to  pay  Amand  'Vop:leusoii,  the  amount  of  the  certificates  cri-an'ed  hiin  as  an  officer  in  the  service  of  this  State ;  and 
for  oaying  a  s:'m  oi'  niont-y  to  Bfign  i.^r  General  Daniel  Mory-ai).     And  tlien  b-^  ■■.ifh.i.-ew. 

'  Mr.  Thrusion  presented,  from  the  committee  ku-  Religion,  according  t;>  order,  a  bill  "for  dissolving  the  vestry 
of  <he  parish  of  St.  Anne,  in  the  county  of  Essex;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  ti'iip. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  tbrth,  that  they  labor  under  many  inconveniences,  by  reason  of  the  great  extent  of 
their  county;  and  praying  that  a  part  of  t!ie  siid  county  may  be  taken  off,  and  added  to  apart  of  Henry  county,  the 
said  two  parts  to  be  formed  into  one  ilistinct  county. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Henry,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  to  the 
same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Henry,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  in 
opposition  thereto. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Fluvanna,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  in  op- 
position to  a  petition  of  sundry  other  inhabitants,  of  the  said  county ;  praying  that  a  mill  may  be  established  on  Hard- 
ware river. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thaddey  Kelley;  setting  forth,  that  he  cannot  obtain  the  necessary  orders  from  the  commis- 
sioner of  war  for  his  proportion  of  land  as  an  officer,  owing  to  the  dispersed  situation  of  the  officers  under  wliom  he 
has  served ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Charles  Lewis;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  proprietor  of  the  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Richmond, 
called  Rocketts,  which  he  is  desirous  should  be  laid  off  into  lots  and  streets  for  a  town ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may- 
pass  to  that  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  trustees  of  Liberty  Hall  Academy,  in  the  county  of  Rockbridge;  setting  forth,  that  they 
are  possessed  of  land  and  other  property,  and  conceive  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  institution  to  incorpo- 
rate the  same:  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Daniel,  late  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Middlesex;  settinsr  forth,  that  he  is  greatly  ag- 
grieved by  a  judgment  of  the  General  Court,  given  against  him  for  a  balance  due  upon  his  collection,  which  lie  had 
been  prevented  from  completing  and  making  a  settlement  of,  by  sundry  unavoidable  accidents ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Benjamin  Haskins,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Prince  Edward;  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Charles  May,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Buckingham;  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Orange,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  praying 
that  an  act  may  pass,  to  establish  a  town  on  the  land  of  Thomas  Davis,  in  the  said  county. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Charles  Dick ;  setting  forth,  that  his  salary  as  director  of  the  public  manufactory  at  Freder- 
icksburg, has  been  omitted  to  be  provided  for  in  the  appropriation  law,  so  that  he  cannot  obtain  payment  for  the  same; 
and  praying  reason. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Edraondson;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  possessed  of  a  lot  of  five  acres  of  land  adjoin- 
ing the  borough  of  Winchester,  which  he  is  desirous  should  be  laid  off  into  half  acre  lots  and  added  to  the  said 
borough ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Richmond ;  setting  forth,  that  they  conceive  it  would  greatly 
promote  the  interests  of  the  said  city  to  enlarge  the  powers  given  them,  to  establish  the  court  of  Hustings,  a  court 
of  Record,  and  to  authorise  the  Corporation  to  raise,  by  way  of  lottery,  a  sum  sufficient  to  build  a  stone  bridge  over 
ShockcE  creek ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  niatters  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Simon  Morgan,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  received  an  auditor's 
warrant  for  an  advance  of  pay  in  the  year  1781,  the  money  for  which  never  reached  him  until  after  his  recovery  from 
a  dangerous  wound  received  in  the  battle  of  Eutaw,  when  from  its  depreciation  it  could  do  him  no  possible  service; 
and  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  return  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Banks;  setting  forth,  that  he  received  several  wounds  whilst  a  soldier  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  which  have  disabled  him  from  labor ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Hume;  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Jacob  Miller;  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Hambleton ;  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Elias  Toutant  Beauregard ;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  possessed  of  certain  bills  of  exchange, 
drawn  in  his  favor  on  the  government  of  this  State,  for  the  payment  of  which  no  provision  is  made  by  law,  and  pray- 
ing relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Simon  Nathan;  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Henry  Delony,  setting  forth,  that  while  deputy  commissioner  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg, 
he  contracted  with  persons  as  drivers  and  to  transport  provisions  to  the  army,  for  which  he  finds  himself  liable ;  and 
^^praying  relief. 

Ai>>i,  a  petition  of  VVilliam  Allen;  setting  forth,  that  being  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county  of  James  City,  in  the 
year  1781,  he  secreted  his  collection,  consisting  of  money  and  tobacco  notes,  together  with  the  most  valuable  part  of 
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his  own  property  in  the  woods,  to  secure  thern  trom  the  enemy,  the  whole  whereof  fell  into  their  liands ;  and  praying 
relief'.  , 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Brown ;  setting  forth,  that  being  a  drafted  soldier  from  the  county  of  Prince  ^V^illiani, 
in  the  year  1780,  he  failed  to  procure  the  tobacco  certificate  granted  as  a  bounty,  which  he  cannot  now  obtain;  and 
praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Buckner;  setting  forth,  that  being  on  service  at  York  Town,  in  the  year  1781,  un- 
der the  command  of  Baron  Steuben,  he  was  detached  to  carry  despatches  by  water,  and  act  as  pilot  to  a  fleet  then  in 
the  Bay,  supposed  to  be  French  ;  by  which,  it  proving  an  enemy's,  he  was  captured  and  sent  to  England,  where  he  suf- 
fered a  long  and  painful  imprisonment,  from  which  he  is  lately  liberated ;  and  praying  to  be  made  compensation  for  the 
time  of  his  imprisonment. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Beckley ;  setting  forth,  that  there  is  due  to  him,  house  rent  for  an  office  for  the  use  of  the 
High  Court  of  Chancery,  which  he  has  paid  out  of  his  own  pocket,  and  which  since  the  passing  the  law  of  appro- 
priation he  cannot  obtain  re-paj'meiit  of;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  David  Gray ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  by  the  county  court  of  Rockbridge,  com- 
missioner to  purchase  a  wagon  and  team  agreeable  to  law,  in  consequence  of  which  he  made  the  purchase  upon  his 
own  private  credit,  since  when,  the  collection  failed,  and  the  paper  money  has  been  called  in  and  funded,  so  that  he  re- 
mains without  redress;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matters  thereof 
and  report  the  same  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Smith,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  unable  to  procure 
the  payment  of  his  salary  as  clerk  to  the  Solicitor,  no  provision  being  made  for  the  same  in  the  appropriation  law; 
and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act, 
'  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue." 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  concerning  the  two  legions  raised  by  this  State;"  "  to  prohibit  persons  going  on 
board  British  vessels;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods  found  on  land,"  being 
read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  11  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  November  25,  1782. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Isaac  Zane,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeaut  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Isaac  Zane  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  ''  for  clearing  a  wagon  road  in  the  county  of  Greenbrier;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  clearing  a  wagon  road  from  the  Warm  Springs 
to  Greenbrier  courthouse." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  authorise  the  adjournment  of  the  courts  of  Henrico  county,  and  of  the  city  of  Richmond," 
in  certain  cases  ;  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  authorise  the  adjournment  of  the  courts  of 
Henrico  county,  and  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  in  certain  cases." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "for  dissolving  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  St.  Anne,  in  the  county  of  Essex  ;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "  for  the  recovery  of  arms  and  accoutrements  belonging 
to  this  State ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  sundry  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  folioweth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Josiah  Riddick,  praying  that  the  Executive 
may  be  directed  to  pay  him  five  thousand  weight  of  tobacco,  which  was  voted  him  by  the  Assembly  in  May  1780: 
is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Green- 
brier, praying  that  forty  acres  of  land,  whereon  the  courthouse  of  the  said  county  now  stands,  may  be  laid  off  into 
lots  and  streets,  and  establish  a  town;  is  reasonable. 
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Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Cox,  praying  that  his  buildings  with 
the  enclosures,  may  be  included  within  the  limits  of  the  town  at  Buckingham  courthouse,  and  disposed  of  by  the  trus- 
tees  ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Edwin  Gray,  praying  that  persons  may  be 
appointed,  who,  with  the  surviving  Indian  Chiefs  of  the  Nottoway  tribe,  may  be  authorised  to  execute  a  legal  convey- 
ance to  the  petitioner  for  thirty  acres  of  land,  which  he  purchased  of  the  said  Indians ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Green- 
brier, praying  that  so  much  of  an  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "an  act,  for  settling  and  adjusting  the  titles  of  claims 
to  unpatented  lands  under  the  present  and  former  government,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth's 
Land  Office,"  as  compels  persons  claiming  lands  under  grantees,  to  pay  the  composition  money  in  six  months,  or  that 
the  lands  shall  revert  to  this  Commonwealth,  may  be  repealed;  and  such  persons  allowed  to  give  bond  and  security 
to  pay  the  composition  mone^'  with  interest,  in  six  months;  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  first  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  5th  resolutions;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill, 
"  to  confirm  the  title  of  Frederick  Maclin  and  others,  to  certain  lands;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill, 
"concerning  John  Younghusband ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill, 
"  concerning  Albridgton  Holland  and  Levi  Moore  ;"  and  the  sfime  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "  for  providing  a  select  militia  for  the  defence  of 
the  Commonwealth;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  powers  and  instructions  for  the  delegates  of  this  State  in 
Congress,  to  negotiate  and  exchange  with  the  United  States,  the'  heavy  brass  cannon  of  this  State,  for  brass  field 
pieces  and  howitzers. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Arthur  Lee,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Thruston,  Mercer,  Ronald  and 
Cabell. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill, 
"to  prohibit  persons  going  on  board  British  vessels;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Spiaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Ronald  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  tlie  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Cabell,  Lyne,  Du-Val  and  Marshall,  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Friday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill,  "concerning  the  certificates  issued  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Virginia  line,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And 
then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 
'  Ordered,  That  Mr,  Charles  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  to  indemnify  certain  persons  for  suppressing  a  conspiracy 
against  this  State;"  and  that  Messrs.  Talbot  and  Campbell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill, 
"to  repeal  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  respectini^  tlie  commissioner  of  the  War  Ofiice;"  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which 
they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  tlie  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  rojiort  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  a  letter  from  the  delegates  of  this  State 
in  Congress,  and  an  abstract  return  from  the  commissioners  of  the  War  Office,  of  the  deficiencies  due  from  delinquent 
counties  under  former  ret|uisitions  of  men. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  abstract  return,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  of  delinquencies  of 
men,  required  under  former  laws. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Governor's  letter,  with  the  other  enclosure,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  tlie  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  orders  of  the  day.  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "concerning  the  two  legions  raised  by  this  State;"  and  to  amend  the  act,  "  for 
seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods,  found  on  land,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  2C,   1782, 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Benjamin  Hayley,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Orange;  and  Mr. 
Michael  Bailey,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Sussex  ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ;  and  that 
there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Saturday,  the  16th  instant  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Hayley  and  Michael  Bailey,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  dissolving  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  St.  Anne,  in  the  county  of  Essex;"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  fdled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  dissolving  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  St.  Anne, 
in  the  county  of  Essex." 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Edmundson  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,   "  to  prohibit  persons  going  on  board  British  vessels ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of 
British  subjects  into  this  State." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  for  the  recover^'  of  arms  and  accoutrements  belonging  to  this  State ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  confirm  the  title  of  Frederick  Maclin  and  others,  to  certain  lands;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  bill,  "  concerning  Albridgton  Holland  and  Levi  Moore ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  immediately'. 

The  House  accordingly,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  said  bill;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ronald  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  tlie  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  concerning  John  Younghusband ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to 
appoint  persons  to  convey  certain  lands  to  Edwin  Gray;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill 
"  to  enlarge  the  town  of  Greensville,  in  the  county  of  Buckingham ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill 
"  to  establish  a  town  at  the  courthouse,  in  the  county  of  Greenbrier;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "  to  amend 
the  act,  '  fo  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  mide  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  reported  fom  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  the 
amendments  made  yesterday,  to  the  bill  "  to  rejjeal  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  respecting  the  commissioner  of 
the  War  Office  ;"  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made, 

Thit  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  discouraging  extensive  credits,  and  to  repeal  the 
act, '  prescribing  the  method  of  provmg  book  debts;"  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon, 
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It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes  40  Noes  4l 

Resolved,  That  the  motion  be  rejected. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Tazewell,  and  seconded  by  l\lr.  Ronald, 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  be  taken  on  the  foregoing  question. 

The  names  of  tiiose  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Thomas  Parramore,  Thomas  Madison,  Frederick  Macliri, 
William  Stith,  Robert  Gilchrist,  Francis  Goode,  Robert  Boiling,  William  Watkins,  George  Wraj,  Wliliani  Gatewood, 
John  Marshall,  William  Pickett,  George  Thomson,  Thomas  Smith,  John  Payne,  James  Reid,  Turner  Southall, 
John  Scasbrook  Wells,  Bernard  Moore,  William  Du-Val,  Henry  Stokes,  Samuel  Dedman,  Benjamin  Wilson,  John 
Wiitkins,  Thomas  Newton,  Thomas  Matthews,  Benjamin  Porter,  Benjamin  Hayley,  William  Ronald,  Littleberry  Mos- 
by,  Edmund  Rufiin,  Tliomas  Walke,  John  Bowyer,  Andrew  Moore,  Taverner  Beale,  John  Taylor,  Thomas  Towles, 
Michael  Bailey,  Henry  Tazewell  and  John  Hutchings. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  William  Cabell,  John  Cunningham,  John  Talbot,  Ro- 
bert CI  irke,  Adam  Stephen,  Robert  Adams,  jun.  William  Brown,  Wilhara  Green  .Munford,  Joel  Watkins,  William 
Smilli,  Henry  Skipwith,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  French  Strotlier,  John  Edmundson,  Alexander  Henderson,  Charles 
Broadwater,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  John  Shelton,  Edmund  VVilkins,  John  Coleman,  Nelson  Anderson,  William  Nor- 
veil,  George  Lyne,  Edwin  Conway,  .John  Heath,  jun.  Francis  Peyton,  John  Carter,  William  White,  William  Ran- 
dolph, Kinchen  Godwin,  John  Hull,  John  Heath,  James  Allen,  Arthur  Lee,  Robert  Wormeley  Carter,  Isaac  Zane, 
Charles  Carter,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Richard  Henry  Lee  and  Arthur  Campbell. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill,  "  for  clearing  a  wagon  road  from  the  Warm  Springs  to 
Greenbrier  courthouse,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  diej'  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then 
he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  for  the  manumission  of  Liverpool,  a  negro  slave,  the  proper- 
ty of  James  Suggett;"  and  that  Messrs.  Thompson,  Cabell  and  Towles,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  to  sell  certain  lands  belonging  to  the  estate  of  William  Ken- 
non,  deceased,  for  the  benefit  of  his  children;"  and  that  Messrs.  Thruston,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and  Mercer,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  Albridgton  Holland  and  Levi  Moore;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks 
therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  granting  a  conditional  pardon  to  certain  oflen- 
ders." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  be  directed  to  settle  immediately,  the  accounts  of  Capt.  Amand 
Vogleuson,  to  the  present  day,  and  to  grant  iiim  a  military  certificate  for  the  sum  which  shall  appear  to  be  due  to  him 
from  this  Commonwealth,  and  that  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the  same;  and  tiie  said  resolution  being  read  a 
second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thruston  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
'for  establishing  a  Virginia  circulating  tobacco  bank;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "for  providing  a  select  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  Commonwealth;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  tiie  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  ''concerning  the  two  legions  raised  by  this  Slate;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  'for 
-eizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods  found  on  land,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  oil'  till  to-morrow. 

\nd  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  27,  1782. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  the  recovery  of  arms  and  accoutrements  belonging  to  this  State ;'*  was  read  the  thirdP 
time,  and  the  blanks  therein  tilled  up. 

Ri solved.  That  tiie  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  the  recovery  oi'  arms  a  ,j  accoutrements  oc- 
'onging  to  this  State." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
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An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  'for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this' State;''  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for  calling  in  and  funding  the 
paper  money  of  this  State  " 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmondson  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  concerning  John  Younghusband;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  John  Younghusband." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  repeal  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  respecting  the  commissioner  of  the  War  Oflicc  •"  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  repeal  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  respecting 
the  commissioner  of  the  War  Office,  and  the  commercial  agent." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  ac-  %« 
cording  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  ^ 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk^s  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Louisa, 
praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  compelling  persons  convicted  of  gaming,  to  serve  in  the  continental  army  for  one  year, 
or  during  the  war;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  Liberty  Hall  Academy,  4j 
praying  an  act  of  incorporation,  to  enable  them  and  their  successors,  more  effectually  to  encourage  and  promote  lite- 
rature, and  that  the  professors,  masters  and  students  thereof,  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  may  be  exempted  from 
militia  drafts ;  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same.  j# 

A  bill,  "  to  appoint  persons  to  convey  certain  lauds  to  Edwin  Gray ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to     * 
'le  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  bill,  "  to  enlarge  the  town  of  Greensville,  in  the  county  of  Buckingham ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  bill,  "  to  establish  a  town  at  the  courthouse,  in  the  county  of  Greenbrier;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  tliird  reading  of  the  engrossed  bill  "  for  establishing  a  Virginia  circulating  tobacco  bank," 
be  put  off  till  the  first  day  of  March  next. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill 
"  concerning  the  titles  of  settlers  on  land,  surveyed  for  sundry  companies;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Common  Coun- 
cil of  the  borougii  of  Norfolk,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  said  petition  as  prays  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  borough  of  Norfolk  may  be  exempted  from  the  general  tax;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  otiier  part  of  the  said  petition  as  prays  that  the  money 
arising  from  the  land  tax  within  the  said  borough,  may  be  applied  towards  paying  the  debt  due  from  the  State  to  the 
Corporation,  for  public  buildings,  destroyed  by  order  of  the  Convention ;  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  'for  appropriating  the  public  reve- 
liue,"  do  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  pursuant  to  the  second  resolution. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Holcombe,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,  at- 
tended in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Holcombe  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  establish  a  ferry  from  the  lands  of  John  Chowning,  across 
Rappahannock ;"  and  that  Mr.  Heath  of  Lancaster,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  notify  to  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  of  Berlieley,  his  appointment  to 
be  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  for  one  year,  from  die  thirtieth  day  of  this  month. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Charles  Carter,  Cabell  and  Mercer. 

The  House,  accoi-ding  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on    the  bill 
"for  providing  a  select  body  of  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  Commonwealth;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
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die  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the 
same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Friday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 

said  bill.  •    .      ,   ,    ,  ' 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  I-ee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  sell  certam  lands  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Wil- 
liam Kennon,  deceased,  for  tiie  benefit  of  his  children  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  order- 
ed to  be  read  a  second  lime. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Constant  Perkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania;  and 
Mr.  Geortre  Clendinnen,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at 
arms ;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Tuesday  the  12th 
instant ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Constant  Perkins  and  George  Clendinnen,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  dissolving  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Saint  Anne,  in 
the  county  of  Essex;"  also,  to  the  bill  "  for  granting  a  conditional  pardon  to  certain  oflenders,  with  several  amend- 
ments," to  which  they  desire  the  coiicurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to  and 
others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 
f         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  directing  the  Solicitor  to  call  upon  the  several  cloth- 
iers and  commei-cial  agents,  to  transmit  the  officers  accounts  to  the  auditors  of  public  accounts.     And  then  he  with- 
drew. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  prevent  the  application  for  private  laws,  before  the  same 
shall  be  published  ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Zane  and  Du-Val,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
'  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  clearing  a  wagon  road  from 

'  the  Warm  Springs  to  Greenbrier  courthouse ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  Nancy  Tarpley,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a 
resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioner  under  her  father's  will,  became  entitled  to  several  sums  of  mo- 
ney, amounting  to  568L  lis.  9  \-2d;  that  on  the  21st  day  of  October  1777,  the  petitioner's  guardians  took  out  a 
Loan  Office  certificate  for  the  sum  of  5GS/.  12s;  that  agreeable  to  an  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  October,  1778,  the 
said  certificate  was  taken  in  at  the  treasury  on  tlie  18th  day  of  October  1779,  and  a  new  certificate  issued  in  the  said 
guardians'  names  and  for  the  said  list  mentioned  sum ;  that  at  the  time  the  petitioner's  money  was  put  into  the  Loan 
Office,  it  was  nearly  equal  to  specie. 

Whereupon  your  committee  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

ilesohed,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Nancy  Tarpley,  praying  that 
when  the  public  finances  shall  be  in  a  situation  to  discharge  the  debts  due  on  loans,  that  she  may  receive  from  the  pub- 
lic a  sum  equal  to  that  which  was  put  into  the  Loan  Office  by  her  guardians,  in  the  year  1777;  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwai-ds  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Gideon  Spencer,  setting  forth,  that  at  the 
siege  of  York,  the  petitioner  commanded  a  company  of  militia  from  the  county  of  Charlotte  ;  that  previous  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act,  "  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  militia,  in  specie,"  the  petitioner  settled  a  pay  roll  with  the 
auditors  of  public  accounts,  and  received  certificates  payable  in  paper  money,  as  well  for  his  own  services  as  those 
of  his  said  company,  which  remain  unpaid;  and  praying  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  may  be  directed  and 
empowered  to  grant  the  iioklers  of  tl>e  said  certificates,  specie  certificates  for  their  services  in  lieu  of  those  issued ;  is 
reasonable. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Joel  Mohun,  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year 
1779,  he  was  employed  by  Mr.  Janus  Maxwell  and  Commodore  Barron,  to  make  the  necessary  iron  work  for  the 
ship  Virginia,  whicii  was  at  that  time  building  for  the  service  of  this  State,  and  was  destroyed  in  Gen,  Matthews's  in- 
vasion; that  he  accordingly  performed  the  said  work,  amounting  to  194/.  9s.  10  l-2d.  for  which  he  has  received  no 
satisfaction,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  the  said  sum  of 
194/.  9s.  10  l-2(i!. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  (his  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Vaughan,  setting  forth,  that  he 
was  possessed  of  a  valuable  house  in  the  town  of  Gloucester,  which  he  was  obliged  to  leave  upon  Lord  Conwallis's 
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arrival  at  Yorktown  ;  that  during  liis  absence,  his  said  house  was  taken  by  general  orders,  and  used  as  a  public  hos- 
pital, and  whilst  in  tltat  service  was  burnt,  and  praying  relief;  be  rejected. 

4.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Barclay  Cox,  praying  that  compensation 
may  be  made  him  by  the  public,  in  consideration  of  ihc  loss  of  one  of  his  legs,  at  the  battle  of  Guilford  courthouse, 
whilst  serving  in  the  militia,  ordered  inlo  Carolina  from  the  county  of  Mecklenburg,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  pe- 
titioner ought  to  be  allowed  the  full -pay  of  a  soldier,  during  life,  to  commence  from  the  15th  day  of  March,  1781. 

5.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Jacob  Miller,  praying  that  compensation 
may  be  made  him  by  the  public,  in  consideration  of  a  wound,  which  he  received  at  the  battle  of  Guilford  courthouse, 
whilst  serving  in  the  militia,  ordered  into  Carolina  from  the  county  of  Bedford,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner 
ought  to  be  allowed  the  full  pay  of  a  soldier,  during  life,  to  commence  from  the  15th  day  of  March,  1781. 

6.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tliat  the  petition  of  Thomas  Smith,  setting  forth,  that  the 
Solicitor  General  has  appointed  him  one  of  his  clerks,  to  aid  in  stating  the  accounts  of  this  Commonwealth  against 
the  United  States;  that  the  petitioner  is  not  mentioned  in  the  appropriation  law,  and  therefore  cannot  receive  pay- 
ment for  his  services,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  the  petitioner,  whilst  acting  in  his  present  capacity 
ought  to  be  considered  as  appertaining  to  the  civil  list,  and  ought  to  be  paid  as  such. 

7.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Paul  Woolfolk,  setting  forth,  that  he  wa.- 
employed  as  an  assistant  to  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  who  was  formerly  appointed  to  state  and  settle  the  accounts  of  thi.-- 
Commonwealth  against  the  United  States ;  that  for  his  services  whilst  engaged  in  that  business,  a  warrant  has  been 
granted  him  bj'  the  auditors ;  but  because  he  is  not  mentioned  in  the  appropriation  law,  he  cannot  receive  payment, 
and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  the  warrant  obtained  by  the  petitioner  for  his  said  services,  amounting  to 
100/.  ought  to  be  receivable  in  taxes,  or  paid  by  the  treasurer  out  of  the  revenue  appropriated  for  the  civil  list,  if 
presented  to  him  for  that  purpose. 

8.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Beckley,  setting  forth,  that  at 
the  instance  of  the  judges  of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  he  has  continued  to  provide  an  office,  for  the  use  of  the 
said  court,  since  the  1st  day  of  April,  1781 ;  and  with  a  view  to  lessen  the  expense  to  the  public,  has  appropriated  one 
fourth  part  of  the  house,  in  wliich  he  lives  to  that  purpose;  a  proportionate  part  of  which  rent,  to  be  borne  by  the  pub- 
lic, amounts  to  25/.  per  annum,  which  he  has  paid ;  that  no  provision  is  made  in  the  appropriation  law  for  such  cases, 
and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  public,  their  proportion  of 
the  rent  of  the  said  house,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  tlie  civil  list. 

9.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  James  Buchanan,  setting  forth,  that  he 
rented  two  houses  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  for  the  use  of  the  clerk  of  the  General  Court,  upon  his  own  private  credit; 
that  the  General  Court  at  their  last  session,  ordered  the  petitioner's  account,  amounting  to  100/.  to  be  certified  for 
payment ;  that  he  accordingly  applied  to  the  treasurer,  and  was  informed  that  no  provision  is  made  by  the  appropria- 
tion law  for  the  payment  of  such  debts,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  paid  by 
the  treasurer,  the  amount  of  his  said  account  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  civil  list. 

10.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Henry  Armistead,  setting  forth,  that  some 
time  in  the  year  1780,  an  auditor's  warrant  amounting  to  4,760/.  I4s.  was  granted  to  Robert  Scott,  late  of  Fredericks- 
burg, for  services  done  this  Commonwealth  ;  that  the  said  Robert  Scott  being  about  to  leave  this  State,  the  petitioner 
purchased  the  said  warrant  of  him,  and  enclosed  it  in  a  letter  to  Col.  William  Peachey,  which  was  lost  by  the  bearer; 
that  the  petitioner  has  never  assigned,  sold,  or  received  any  compensation  for  the  said  warrant;  and  that  the  same  has^ft 
not  been  paid  at  the  treasury,  as  appears  by  a  certificate  from  the  clerk  thereof,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  ^ 
that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  ought  to  grant  tiie  petitioner  a  warrant  in  the  name  of  the  said  Robert  Scott,  in 
specie,  agreeable  to  the  scale  of  depreciation  upon  the  above  sum. 

11.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Brown,  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
year  1780,  he  was  drafted  from  the  militia  of  Prince  William  county,  to  serve  in  the  continental  service  for  the  term 
of  eighteen  months ;  that  he  has  faithfully  served  the  said  term  of  eighteen  months,  but  has  not  received  his  tobacco 
certificate,  to  which  he  is  entitled  as  a  bounty;  that  after  his  discharge,  he  applied  to  the  county  lieutenant  of  the  said 
county  of  Prince  William,  for  his  bounty,  and  was  informed  that  he  had  returned  it  to  the  treasurer's  office;  that  he 
has  n-peatedly  applied  to  the  auditors  for  redress,  but  was  always  refused,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that 
the  auditors  of  public  accounts  ought  to  grant  a  warrant  to  the  petitioner  for  a  sum  equal  to  the  bounty,  which  he 
oughi  to  have  received  at  the  time  of  his  being  drafted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  2d,  4th,  5th,  10th  and  11th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and 
desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  the  6th,  7th,  8th  and  9th  resolutions  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to 
amend  the  act  'for  appropriating  the  public  revenue." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mr.  Speakek, — The  Senate  do  recede  from  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "lor  grant- if 
EUg  a  conditional  pardon  to  certain  ofienders."     And  then  he  withdrew.  ^^ 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  tiie  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  do  settle  the  accounts  of  Capt.  Robert  Porterfield,  as  executor  to 
his  late  brother  Col.  Charles  I'orterfield,  dec'd.  with  the  public,  and  grant  their  warr?!)t  for  the  balance  due  upon 
such  settlement;  and  that  the  treasurer  do  pay  the  same  out  of  the  contingent  military  fund. 
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And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  Thai  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison    do  carry  the  resoliuion  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  il:eir  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "concerning  surveyors;"  and  that  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Marshall, 
and  Arihnr  (Campbell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  tlie  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday  next. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Dedman  and  Randolph,  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  and  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  to  the 
committee  for  Religion. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "concerning  the  two  legions  raised  by  this  State;"  and  "to  amend  the  act  'for 
seizure  and  condemnation  of  Britisii  goods  found  on  land,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Friday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Friday  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  29,  1782. 


A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  Dempsey  Butler  and  John  Holland,  who  severally  stand  convicted  of  treason,  by  judgment  of  the 
General  Court,  at  their  session  in  October  last,  be,  and  each  of  them  are  hereby  reprieved,  and  the  execution  of  the 
said  sentence  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  suspended,  until  the  second  Monday  after  the  actual  meeting  of  the  next 
General  Assembly  ;  provided  they,  and  each  of  them,  do  remain  in  jail  until  that  period. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  establish  a  town  at  the  courthouse,  in  the  county  of  Greenbrier;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass  ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  establish  a  town  at  the  courthouse,  in  the  county 
of  Greenbrier." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "concerning  the  titles  of  settlers  on  lands  surveyed  for  sundry  companies;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Tuesday  next. 

A  bill,  "  to  sell  certain  lands  belonging  to  the  estate  of  William  Kennon,  deceased,  for  the  benefit  of  his  chil- 
dren ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Thruston  and  Mercer. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White,  be  added  to  the  committees  appointed  to  bring  in  bills,  "to  amend  the  act, 
'for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties;"  and  "for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  'for 
:ippropriating  the  public  revenue." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Boiling,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Wednesday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 
1^        Mr.  Speakeu, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  for  granting  a  reprieve  to  Dempsey  Butler  and  John 
^Holland.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  be  requested  to  present  the  thanks  of  this  House  to  the  Rev.  Doctor  Todd,  for  his 
instructive  and  patriotic  discourse,  delivered  yesterday,  on  a  thanl.sgiving  to  the  Supreme  Being,  for  the  blessings  he 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  vouchsafe  upon  the  councils  and  arms  of  the  United  States. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the  Rev.  Doctor  Toild,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  as  a  gratuity 
from  the  General  Assembly,  for  the  sermon  preached  yesterday,  at  their  request. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  to  vest  certain  escheatahle  property  in  the  children  of  William 
Short,  deceased;  and  that  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and  Southall,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.   Arthur  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  «liom  the  bill,  "for  further  continuing 

the  act.  entitled  'an  act,  for  preventing  forestalling,  regrating,  engrossing  and   public  vendues,"  was  committed,  that 

the  comniittee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto, 

J^K/hich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and 

^Igreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  in  Campbell  county, 
and  for  orecting  warehouses,  and  appointing  receivers  at  Westiiam ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Talbot,  Saunders,  Alexander 
While,  Arthur  Campbell,  Payne,  Strother  and  Adams,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
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Mr.  Talbot  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "to  indemnify  certain  persons  in  suppressing  a  conspirac\ 
against  this  State;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolution? 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Robert  Porterfield,  praying  to  be  paid  for 
two  wagons  and  teams  lost  in  the  public  service;  ought  to  be  referred  to  a  Court  of  Claims. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Brown,  praying  that  the  auditors  of 
public  accounts,  may  be  directed  to  grant  him  a  certificate  for  one  year  and  three  months  pay  as  a  soldier,  late  in  the 
continental  service;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  George  Robertson,  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Chesterfield,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  to  exonerate  him  from  paying  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  a  judgment 
obtained  against  him  the  last  General  Court  for  the  balance  of  the  public  tax;  be  rejected. 

The  1st  and  2d  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  third  resolution  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  second  resolution  to  tiie  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  notify  to  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  of  Berkeley, 
his  appointment  to  be  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  one  year  from  the  30th  of  this  instant,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  waited  on  that  gentleman,  and  notified  his  appointment,  and  that  he  was  pleased  to  return  the 
following  answer  : 

"  Gentlemen, — I  request  tlie  favor  of  you  to  signify  to  the  General  Assembly,  the  high  sense  I  entertain  of  the 
honor  they  have  done  me  in  re-electing  me  to  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  this  great  country;  and  to  assure  them  it  shall 
be  my  peculiar  study  to  render  the  people,  over  whom  they  iiave  been  pleased  to  place  me,  happy.  The  highest  grati- 
fication the  human  heart  can  feel,  is  the  approbation  of  a  true  and  independent  people.  I  experience  this  in  so  great 
a  degree,  that  I  should  be  wanting  in  gratitude,  to  let  slip  any  opportunity  of  promoting  their  welfare.  Situated  as 
we  are  at  present,  the  task  is  arduous  and  difficult ;  but  I  doubt  not  the  Assembly  will  so  smooth  the  way  by  their 
wise  and  prudent  regulations,  as  to  enable  me  to  discharge  the  duty  expected  from  me,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  with  some  degree  of  honor  to  myself." 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon  ;  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Mary  Hurt,  setting  forth,  that  her  father 
John  Hurt,  in  his  life  time,  placed  in  the  care  of  a  certain  John  Boness,  late  of  Portsmouth,  a  sum  of  money  amounting 
to  four  hundred  and  eighty-six  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  five  pence,  equal  in  value  to  specie,  and  which  was  intend- 
ed for  the  petitioner's  support;  that  during  the  present  war,  the  said  John  Boness  has  joined  the  enemy,  leaving  con- 
siderable property,  which  has  been  escheated  and  sold,  and  the  money  arising  therefrom  paid  into  the  treasury,  and 
praying  relief,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  ought  to  issue  warrants  in  favor  of  the  petitioner  1ft 
for  the  amount  of  her  said  debt,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  estate  of  the  said  John  Bo-  •% 
ness. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Willis  Wilson,  surviving  partner  of  John 
and  Willis  Wilson,  setting  forth,  that  about  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  many  of  the  merchants  and  othei^ 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  by  name,  Messrs.  Robert  Shadden  h  Co.  Messrs.  Campbell  k,  Gilchrist, 
Humphrey  Roberts,  Messrs.  Robert  and  John  Shadden,  William  and  Thomas  Farrar  and  John  Goodrich,  the  elder, 
were  indebted  to  the  said  co-partnery  ;  that  they  have  since  joined  the  enemy,  leaving  considerable  property,  which  has 
been  escheated  and  sold,  and  the  money  arising  therefrom  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable  j^ 
and  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  ought  to  issue  warrants  in  favor  of  the  petitioner,  for  his  debt  against  the  said 
Messrs.  Robert  Shadden  &  Co.  amounting  to  66/.  15s.  4d.;  also,  against  the  said  Messrs.  Campbell  k.  Gilchrist,  for 
35/.  15s  8d.;  also,  against  the  said  Humphrey  Roberts,  for  30/.  Os^  3  l-2d.;  also,  against  the  said  Messrs.  Robert 
and  John  Shadden,  for  38/.  Is.  3d.;  also,  against  the  said  William  and  Thomas  Farrar,  for  64/.  8s.  \0d.;  and  also,^ 
against  the  said  John  Goodrich,  the  elder,  for  18/.  12s.;  to  be  paid  out  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  their 
estates,  respectively. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Mary  Ready,  setting  forth,  that  her  husband 
Isaac  Ready,  dec'd,  ser\ed  in  the  militia  from  the  county  of  Bedlbrd,  which  were  ordered  into  Carolina  in  the  year 
1781,  and  at  the  battle  at  Guilford  courthouse,  had  the  misfortune  to  receive  a  dangerous  wound,  of  which  he  is  since 
dead  ;  that  he  languished  a, considerable  time  under  his  said  wound,  and  in  endeavoring  to  eflect  a  cure  thereof,  in- 
curred a  debt  of  thirty-seven  pounds  six  shillings,  which  is  still  due,  for  attendance  and  medicine;  and  praying  relief, 
is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  the  said  sum  of  ihirty-seven  pounds  six  shillings. 

Resolved,   that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Craton,  setting  foi  th,  that  he 
enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  continental  service,  and  was  in  Col.  Buford's  defeat  to  the  southward,  where  he  had  the 
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misfortune  to  receive  several  wounds;  that  a  partial  allowance  was  made  him  by  a  former  Assembly ;  and  praying 
further  relief;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Captain  Simon  Morgan,  setting  forth,  that 
in  the  year  1781,  he  obtained  an  auditors'  warrant  for  his  proportion  of  the  money  to  be  advanced  to  the  officers  of 
the  Virginia  line,  amounting  to  four  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds;  that  being  obliged  to  join  the  southern  army, 
he  left  his  warrant  with  a  friend  in  Richmond,  to  receive  the  money  for  him,  who  accordingly  drew  it  from  the  treasu- 
ry, and  delivered  it  to  Colonel  Gaskins,  who  was  on  his  way  to  join  the  same  army ;  that  before  Colonel  Gaskins 
could  reach  the  army,  the  petitioner  received  a  wound  which  occasioned  him  to  be  detached  therefrom,  so  that  he  did  not 
receive  his  said  advanced  pay  till  the  month  of  June,  in  the  present  year;  and  praying  that  the  treasurer  may  be  direct- 
ed to  receive  the  said  sum  of  four  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds,  and  that  he  may  have  credit  on  the  auditors'  books 
for  the  same;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Simon  Nathan,  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
year  1780,  he  had  various  dealings  with  the  then  Board  of  Trade,  on  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth;  who  became  in- 
debted to  him  in  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  livres,  for  which  a  bill  of  exchange  was  drawn  on  Messrs.  Pinct,  Decosta, 
Freres  &.  Co.,  merchants  at  Nantz  and  Bordeaux;  that  the  said  bill  has  been  returned  under  regular  protest  to  the 
petitioner,  and  that  his  said  debt  yet  remains  to  be  paid ;  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  said  fifteen 
thousand  livres  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  petitioner,  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  commercial  agent's  department. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Daniel  Tevebough,  setting  forth,  that  he 
received  orders  from  the  Executive  of  this  State  to  march  a  company  of  the  militia  which  he  commanded  in  Hamp- 
shire county,  to  the  aid  of  Monongalia  county;  that  the  said  orders  were  punctually  obeyed,  for  which  services  he 
waited  on  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  to  grant  him  certificates,  which  they  refused  to  do,  assigning  for  a  reason, 
that  his  company  did  not  join  the  army,  and  therefore  are  not  entitled  to  pay;  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  M'Kee,  setting  forth,  that  as  sherilT 
of  Rockbridge  county,  he  received  orders  to  convey  a  lunatic,  by  the  name  of  Benjamin  Smith,  to  the  hospital  in 
Williamsburg ;  that  the  said  lunatic  was  committed  to  his  care  on  the  5th  day  of  February  last,  but  for  want  of  money 
could  not  carry  him  to  Williamsburg  till  the  25th  of  October,  following;  that  upon  his  arrival  at  that  place  the  direc- 
tors of  the  said  hospital  refused  to  receive  the  said  lunatic,  which  obliged  the  petitioner  to  return  with  him  to  the  said 
county  of  Rockbridge ;  that  he  has  received  no  satisfaction  for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  said  lunatic ;  and 
praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  the  sum  of  24/.  Is.  for  the  same. 

The  1st,  3d,  4th,  5th,  7th  and  8th  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  2d  resolution  was  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  6th  resolution  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  3d,  5th  and  8tb  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  7th  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Trade  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Stevens: 

[Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  for  the  recovery  of  arms  and  accoutrements  belonging 
to  this  Stale;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State."  And  then  he  with- 
drew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

tf>       Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  directing  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  lo  grant 

a  warrant  to  Thomas  Brown,  for  his  bounty ;  directing  the  treasurer  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  the  Reverend  Doctor 

Todd;  directing  the  auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Capt.  Robert  Porterfield;  and,  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Capt. 

\mand  Vogleuson,  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then  he  withdrew. 

mtt        The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment,  and  the  same  being  read  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Tazewell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "concerning  surveyors;"  and  the  samfe  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  William  Robinson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Princess  Anne, 
attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms ;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was 
called  over  on  Tuesday  the  16th  instant; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Robinson  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill   "to  amend  the  militia  law;"  and  that  Messrs.  Zane,  Matthews, 

Edmondson,  Smith,  Ruflin,   Arthur  Campbell,  Pickett,  Tazewell,  Madison,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Lyne, 

Adams,  Corke,  Mercer,  Alexander  While,  and  Gatewood,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordirtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Cabell,  Strother,  Pickett,  Henderson,  Talbot,  Norvell,  Gilchrist, 
Thruhioii,  liMic,  Newton,  Madison  and  Win.  Watkins. 

Ordered,  Thai  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to  inform  them  that  this  House  hath  appointed  a  committee  to  ex- 
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amine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  and  if  they  please  to  appoint  a  committee  of  their  House  for  that  purpose,  both  com- 
mittees- may  proceed  to  business  together. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cabell  do  carry  the  said  message. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "for  pro- 
viding a  select  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  Commonwealth,"  be  postponed  until  the  first  Thursday  in  May  next, 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes  44  Noes  35 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Mercer, 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question,  be  inserted  in  the"  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  John  Cunningham,  Robert  Clarke,  Thomas  Madison,  Fre- 
derick Maclin,  William  Stith,  William  Brown,  Francis  Goode,  William  Smith,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  French  Stro- 
ther,  William  Walkins,  George  Wray,  John  Edmondson,  William  Gatewood,  William  Pickett,  George  Thomson,  John 
Payne,  George  Ciendinnen,  Edmund  Wilkins,  Nelson  Anderson,  jun.  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Peter  Saunders,  John 
Scasbrook  Wells,  John  Heath,  jun.  Wm.  White,  Wm.  Du-Val,  Henry  Stokes,  Benjamin  Wilson,  John  Watkins,  Benjamin 
Porter,  Geo.  Lyne,  Benjamin  Hayley,  Constant  Perkins,  James  Allen,  Edmund  Ruffin,  John  Bowyer,  Andrew  Moore, 
Isaac  Zane,  Taverner  Beale,  John  Taylor,  Thomas  Towles,  Michael  Bailey,  Arthur  Campbell  and  Henry  Tazewell. 

And  the  names  of  the  members  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  William  Cabell,  John  Talbot,  Adam  Stephen,  Ro- 
bert Gilchrist,  John  Page,  jun.  William  Green  Munford,  Joel  Watkins,  Henry  Skipwith,  Alexander  Henderson,  Charles 
Broadwater,  John  Marshall,  Alexander  White,  Charles  Mynn  Thrusion,  Thomas  Smithy  John  Shelton,  John  Coleman, 
P:irke  Goodiill,  William  Norvell,  Bernard  Moore,  Edwin  Conway,  John  Carter,  Kinchen  Godwin,  Thomas  Matthews, 
John  Hull,  John  Heath,  John  Holcombe,  Thomas  Walke,  Arthur  Lee,  Robert  Wormeley  Carter,  Charles  Carter,  John 
Mercer,  Richard  Cocke,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Richard  Lee  and  John  Hutchings. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "concerning  the  two  legions  raised  by  this  State;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  'for 
seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods  found  on  land,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  (ill  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  November  30,  1782. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  farther  continuing  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  preventing  forestalling,  regrating,  en- 
grossing and  public  vendues;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

And  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

A  bill,  "concerning  surveyors;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Tazewell, 
Marshall,  and  Arthur  Campbell. 

A  bill,  "  to  indemnify  certain  persons  for  suppressing  a  conspiracy  against  this  State ;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  to  amend  the  law  respecting  the  collection  of  county  and  par- 
ish levies  and  officers  fees;"  and  that  Messrs.  Charles  Carter,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Henderson,  Strother,  Robert 
Wormeley  Carter,  Arthur  Lee,  Cabell,  Arthur  Campbell,  Walker,  Newton  and  Talbot,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same.  J 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  amend  the  law  respecting  the  nomination  and  the  qualifica- 
tion of  sherifl's;"  and  that  Messrs.  Charles  Carter,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Henderson,  Strother,  Robert  Wormeley  Car- 
ter, Arthur  Lee,  Cabell,  Arthur  Campbell,  Walker,  Newton  and  Talbot,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  suspend  in  part  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  escheat;"  and 
tliat  Messrs.  Alexander  White,  Zane  and  Mercer,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill, 
"to  amend  the  act  entitled  'an  act,  to  suppress  excessive  gaming ;" ^^and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill, 
"for  incorporating  the  rector  and  trustees  of  Liberty  Hall  Academy;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Munford  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday  se'nnight ; 
and  Mr.  Payne  until  Tuesday  se'nnight. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Rpnolvnl,  That  all  non-commissioned  officers  and  private  soldiers  in  the  immediate  service  of  this  Commonwealth, 
who  have  been,  or  shall  be  taken  in  arms  by  the  enemy,  and  who  have,  or  shall  make  their  escape  from  captivity,  shall, 
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ou  application  to  the  auditors,  have  their  accounts  of  pay  accruing  whilst  in  confinement,  settled,  adjusted,  and  receive 
a  certificate  thereof,  which  being  produced  to  the  Governor,  he  shall  direct  the  auditors  to  issue  their  warrant  for  the 
whole,  or  such  part  of  the  amount  thereof,  as  may  appear  to  him  necessary  for  their  immediate  relief;  and  the  treasu- 
rer is  directed  to  pay  all  such  warrants  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Heath  presented,  according  to-order,  a  bill,  "to  establish  a  ferry  on  Rappahannock  river;"  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted ;  and  the 
names  of  those  who  made  default,  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in 
the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  Serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Everard  Meade,  a  member  for 
the  county  of  Amelia;  Hugh  Rose,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Amherst;  Zachariah  Johnston,  a  member  for  the 
county  of  Augusta;  Thomas  Lewis,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Botetourt;  Charles  Patterson  and  Thomas  Ander- 
son, members  for  the  county  of  Bedford;  Henry  Skipwith,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Cumberland;  Charles  Mynii 
Thruston,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Frederick;  James  Mason,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Greensville;  Elias  Pos- 
ton,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Hampshire;  Patrick  Henry,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Henry;  Nathaniel  Bur- 
well,  a  member  for  the  county  of  James  Cityj  Josiah  Parker,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight;  Thomas 
Roane,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen;  George  Fitzhugh,  a  member  for  the  county  of  King  George; 
Holt  Richeson  and  Bernard  Moore,  members  for  the  county  of  King  William ;  John  Carter,  a  member  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Loudoun;  William  Du-Val,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Louisa;  Sylvanus  Walker,  a  member  for  the  county 
of  Lunenburg;  William  Randolph,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg;  Thomas  Moore  and  Simon  Frazer, 
members  for  the  county  of  Middlesex;  Charles  Martin,  a  member  for  the  countj'  of  Monongalia;  Jesse  Evans,  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  John  Watkins  and  William  Dandridge,  members  for  the  county  of  New 
Kent;  John  Bowdoin,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Northampton;  John  Wilson,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Pitt- 
sylvania; James  Gordon,  jun.  a  member  for  the  county  of  Richmond;  George  Huston  and  William  Nalle,  members 
lor  the  county  of  Rockingham;  Mann  Page,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Spottsylvania ;  James  Kee,  a  member  for 
the  county  of  Surry;  David  Mason,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Sussex;  David  Campbell,  a  member  for  the  county 
of  Washington ;  and  Joseph  Prentis,  a  member  for  the  county  of  York. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  the  proprietors  of  the  lead  mines  are  desirous  that  the  possession  of  the  same  should  be  restored ;  and 
it  is  just  and  reasonable  that  the  said  mines  should  be  given  up  to  them. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  Executive  be  authorised  to  deliver  up  the  same,  and  to  make  any  contract  they  may 
think  proper,  either  with  respect  to  the  slaves  the  property  of  the  public,  or  for  any  quantity  of  lead  the  public  may 
have  occasion  for,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  with  advice  of  Council,  be  authorised  to  restore  to  the  respective  proprietors,  any 
slaves  of  private  property  now  at  the  lead  mines ;  and  to  direct  payment  for  the  use  and  service  of  the  said  slaves  ac- 
cording to  the  hire  or  value  of  the  same,  in  such  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  just  and  reasonable. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  stale  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 
'         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of  British 
subjects  into  this  State;"  and    "  concerning  John  Youngiiusband."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  nioiioH  was  made  that  the  House  do  receive  a  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward, said  to  contain  matter  of  a  public  nature;   and  the  question  being  put  thereupon. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes  :Vi  Noes  43 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Maclin  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  be  taken  on  the  foregoing  question. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  aflifmative  are,  John  Talbot,  Robert  Clarke,  Thomas  Madison,  Frederick 
Maclin,  William  Stith,  William  Brown,  Joel  Watkins,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  French  Strothcr,  William  Watkins, 
John  Edmondson,  William  Gatewood,  William  Pickett,  Thomas  Smith,  George  Clendinnen,  Edmund  Wilkins,  Nelson 
Anderson,  jun.  Parke  Goodall,  George  Lyiie,  Francis  Peyton,  William  White,  Benjamin  Wilson,  John  Heath,  John 
Holcombe,  James  Allen,  Edmund  Ruflin,  Thomas  Waike,  Isaac  Zane,  Taverner  Beale,  John  Taylor,  Thomas 
Towles,  John  Francis  Mercer  and  Michael  Bailey. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Thomas  Parramore,  William  Cabell,  John  Cunningham, 
Adam  Stephen,  Robert  Glchrist,  John  Page,  jun.  Francis  Goode,  Wililam  Smith,  George  Wray,  Aloxnnder  Hender- 
son, Charles  Broadwater,  David  Ross,  George  Thomson,  Alexander  While,  John  Shelton,  Johii  Payne,  James  Reid 


47 

John  Coleman,  Turner  Southall,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Peter  Saunders,  William  Norvell,  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  Ed- 
win Conway,  John  Heath,  jun.  Henry  Stokes,  Kinchen  Godwin,  Thomas  Newton,  Thomas  Matthews,  John  Hull, 
Benjamin  Porter,  Benjamin  Hayley,  Constant  Perkins,  Littleberry  Mosby,  William  Robinson,  John  Bowyer,  Andrew 
Moore,  Charles  Carter,  Richard  Cocke,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Richard  Lee,  Arthur  Campbell  and  John   Hutchings. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Cominonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "concerning  the  two  legions  raised  by  this  Slate;"  and  "  to  amend  the  act,  'for  sei- 
lure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods  found  on  land,"  being  read; 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  til!  3Ionday  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  2,  1782. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Charles  Mynn  Thruston.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Frederick ; 
Mr.  John  Carter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun;  Mr.  WiUiam  Dandridge,  one  of  the  members  for 
the  county  of  New  Kent;  and  Mr.  Mann  Page,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Spottsylvania ;  attended  in 
custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence,  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Saturday  last ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  John  Carter,  William  Dandridge  and  Mann  Page,  be  admitted 
to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  William  Du-Val,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Louisa;  Mr.  Herirv 
Skipwiih,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Cumberland;  and  Mr.  Bernard  Moore,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  King  William  ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Du-Val,  Henry  Skipwith  and  Bernard  Moore  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  pay- 
ing fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  indemnify  certain  persons  for  suppressing  a  conspiracy  against  this  State;"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  indemnify  certain  persons  for  suppressing-  a 
conspiracy  against  tills  State." 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Talbot  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  hill,  "  for  incorporatiuf^  the  rector  and  trustees  of  Liberty  Hall  Academy ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordtredto  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grifvances. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  suppress  excessive  gaming,"  was  read  the  second  time;  and  the 
question  being  put,  that  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,   That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

A  bill,  "to  establish  a  ferry  across  Rappahannock  river;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  comniitted 
to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Zane  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  prevent  the  application  for  private  laws,  before  the  same  shall 
be  published  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "to  authorise  the  adjournment  of  the  courts  of  Henrico  and 
of  the  city  of  Richmond,  in  certain  cases,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House;  and  "to  establish  a  town  at  the  courthouse,  in  the  county  of  Greenbrier,"  with  several  amendments,  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies;"  and  that  Messrs. 
Peyton,  Zane  and  Lyne,  do  prepare  and  briner  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "for  apprehending  British  prisoners  of  war;"  and  that  Messrs, 
Zane  and  Thomas  Smith,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  to  secure  the  estate  of  Manrice  Wheeler,  deceased,  to  Lettice 
Wheeler  his  widow,  and  four  children;"  and  that  Mr.  John  Heath,  jun.  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  suspend  in  part  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  es- 
cheat;" and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  allowing  Josiah  Reddick  five  thousand  pounds  of|^ 
tobacco;  empowering  the  treasurer  to  receive  a  sum  of  paper  money  from  Captain  Simon  Morgan;  directing  the  au-   ' 
ditors  to  grant  specie  certificates  to  Gideon  Spencer,  and  his  company  of  militia,  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House  ;  directing  the  auditors  to  grant  a  warrant  to  Mary  Hurt;  for  making  compensation 
to  Barclay  Cox,  a  wounded  soldier;  and  for  allowing  Mary  Ready,  a  sum  of  money.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  tiie  Senate  by  Mr.  Jqnes: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  directing  the  auditors  to  grant  a  warrant  to  Henry^J' 
N  ^ 


Arm'utead,  in  the  name  of  Robert  Scott;  for  making  compensation  to  Jacob  Miller;  directing  the  auditors  to  grant  a 
certificate  to  John  Brown;  and  for  making,  certain  allowances  to  Joel  Mohiin  and  William  M'Kee.  And  tlien  he 
withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  directing  the  mode  of  adjusting  and 
settling  the  payment  of  certain  debts  and  contracts,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  that  Messrs.  Zane,  Alexander  White, 
Mercer,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Lyne  and  William  White,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Heath  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  secure  the  estate  of  Maurice  Wheeler,  deceased,  to  Lettice 
Wheeler  his  widow,  and  four  children;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  tlie  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas,  the  provision  heretofore  made  for  reimbursing  those  who  supplied  the  officers  of  tlie  Virginia  line,  and 
militia  officers  of  this  Commonv^eaith,  prisoners  in  Charlestown,  with  necessaries,  has  not  been  adequate  to  that  end,  as 
some  who  have  so  furnished  necessaries  ns  aforesaid,  remain  unsatisfied; 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  amendatory  of  the  appropriation  law,"  do  receive 
a  clause  or  clauses,  for  appropriating  a  reasonable  portion  of  the  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  reimbursing  such  persons 
as  have  heretofore  furnished  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  line,  and  militia  officers  of  this  Commonwealth,  prisoners  io 
Charlestown,  and  who  have  not  already  been  reimbursed  tor  the  same,  by  the  public. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  appropriating 
the  public  revenue,"  do  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  Captain  Benjamin  Hoornes,  by  the  late  arrangement  of  the  army,  was  discharged  as  one  of  the  super- 
numerary officers  from  actual  service,  and  therefore  not  entitled  to  any  pay;  and  whereas,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly,  passed  on  the  16th  day  of  December,  1778,  the  said  Benjamin  Hoornes,  on  account  of  the  wounds 
he  received  while  in  service,  was  continued  in  full  pay ;  and  that  this  Commonwealth  in  case  he  shall  be  refused  full 
pay  by  the  United  States,  would  pay  the  same  ;  and  whereas,  no  funds  have  been  appropriated  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said, and  the  said  Benjamin  Hoornes  cannot  obtain  that  compensation  for  his  wounds,  intended  him  by  the  legis- 
lature ; 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  do  issue  their  warrants  upon  the  treasurer,  for  the  full 
pay  of  the  said  Hoornes,  and  that  the  treasurer  do  pay  the  same  out  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  speci- 
fics under  the  revenue  law. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  Trade. 

Ordered,   That  a  coinmittee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  William  Watkins,  Peyton,  Edmondson,  Thomas  Smith,  Alexander 
White,  Mercer,  Robinson,  Stith,  Littleberry  Mosby,  Gilchrist,  Porter,  and  Joel  Watkins. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House,  as  soon  as  may  be,  an  estimate  of  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  ensuing  year,  arising  from  the  present  civil  and  military  establishments  of  this  State  ;  and  also,  a 
slate  of  the  public  debts  funded  and  unfunded,  both  foreign  and  domestic  ;  and  that  an  estimate  founded  on  similar 
principles  be  laid  before  this  House,  at  the  commencement  of  each  successive  session  of  General  Assembly. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  be  added  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  Propositions  and 
Grievances. 

Mr.  Talbot  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  in  Campbell  county, 
and  for  erecting  warehouses,  and  appointing  receivers  at  Westham;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"concerning  the  two  legions  raised  by  this  State;"  and  after  sometime  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,   That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The   House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill 

"  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  scizin-e  and  condemnation  of  British  goods  found  on  land  ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 

^j^Ir.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  reported,  tiiat  the  committee  had,  according  to 

'order,   had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A   motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  register  of  the  Laud  Office,  in  issuing  warrants  to  the  officers,  be  directed  to  consider  a  lieu- 
tenant colonel  and  a  licutenat  colonel  commandant,  upon  an  equality. 
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And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lj'ne  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  establish  a  town  at  the  court- 
house in  the  county  of  Greenbrier  ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  J^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith.  ^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "to  authorise  the  adjournment  of  the 
courts  of  Henrico,  and  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  in  certain  cases;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  amended  and  agreed 
to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty  on  \ 
certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Henderson,  Richard  Henry  Lee",  and  Zane, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "to  establish  a  ferry  across  Rap- 
pahannock river"  was  committed,  do  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  for  fixing  the  rates  of  ferriage  at  Sleepy  Hole. 

The  order  of  the  day.  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read ; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock, 


TUESDAY,  December  3,   1782. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  the  two  legions  raised  by  this  State;"  was  read  the  third  lime. 

Resolved    That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  the  two  legions  raised  by  this  State." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  'for  seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods  found  on  land;"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for  seizure  and  condemnation 
of  British  goods  found  on  land." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  prevent  the  application  for  private  laws,  before  the  same  shall  be  published ;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Zane,  Du-Val  and  Lyne. 

A  bill,  "for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  in  Campbell  county,  and  for  erecting  warehouses,  and  appoint- 
ing receivers  at  Westham;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
on  Friday  next. 

A  bill,  "  to  suspend  in  part  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  escheat ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  secure  the  estate  of  Maurice  Wheeler,  deceased,  to  Lettice  Wheeler  his  widow,  and  four  children;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  directing  the  auditors  to  grant 
specie  warrants  to  Gideon  Spencer,  and  his  company  of  militia  ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr    Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Tazewell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  ordinance  for  affixing  the  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  to  the  first  Monday  in  May  annually ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  lime. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  Come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  not,  after  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  receive  any  memorial  or  pe- 
tition, praying  for  the  division  of  any  county  or  parish,  changing  the  place  of  holding  ar^y  court,  or  other  local  matter, 
unless  the  purport  of  such  petition  or  memorial,  shall  have  been  fixed  at  the  door  of  the  courthouse  of  the  county 
where  such  alteration  is  proposed,  at  two  diflerent  courts,  and  shall  have  remained  there  one  day  during  the  setting 
of  each  court,  one  month  at  least,  previous  to  offering  the  same ;  and  that  this  House  will  not,  after  the  time  aforesaid, 
receive  any  petition  or  memorial,  or  permit  any  bill  to  be  brought  in,  for  establishing  or  discontinuing  ferries,  or  otiier 
matters  affecting  private  property,  unless  the  party  or  parties  interested  shall  have  had  one  month's  notice  thereof,  if 
known  to  the  petitioners,  and  if  not  known,  the  purport  of  such  memorial,  petition  or  bill,  shall  be  set  up  at  the  court- 
house in  the  manner  before  directed,  and  also  inserted  three  times  in  the  Virginia  Gazette,  one  month  before  offering 
or  moving  for  the  same. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  ilie  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  ihe  con.'  ;i<tee  of  Trade  do  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the  service  performed  by  a  corps  of  horse 
raised  in  the  coimiy  of  Northampton,  commr>uded  by  Captain  John  Darby,  in  the  year  1781  ;  and  whether  the  said_ 
corps  ought  to  be  allowed  the  same  pay  as  militia  called  into  actual  service ;  and  report  the  same  to  this  House. 
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And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  lor  conferring  the  rights 
of  citizenship  on  WiUiara  Booth;" 
te        It  passed  in  the  negative. 

^       Mr.  Arthur  Lee  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  further 
con' nuing  and  amending  the  act,  'to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics  and  persons 
of  unsound  minds;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Selden : 

XMr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendments  made  by  this  House  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate,  to  the  bill  "to  authorise  the  adjournment  of  the  courts  of  Henrico,  and  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  in  certain 
cases."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Tazewell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  vest  the  Capitol  Square,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  in  the 
cit\  ol  Williamsburg,  in  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Common  Council  of  the  said  city;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Tazewell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  vest  certain  escheatable  property  in  the  children  of  Wil- 
liam Short,  deceased ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled,  '  an  act,  declaring  tenants  of  lands 
or  slaves,  in  tail,  to  hold  the  same  in  fee  simple ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Alexander  White  and  Arthur  Lee  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  as  establishes  a  ferry  from  the 
land  of  Johu  Fox,  across  York  river;"  and  that  Mr.  Thriiston  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assemlly,  passed  the  29th  of  November,  in  the  present  session  of  Assem- 
bly, the  auditors  of  public  accounts  were  directed  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Captain  Robert  Porterfield,  as  executor  to 
his  brother  Colonel  Charles  Porterfield,  deceased,  with  the  public,  and  grant  their  warrant  for  the  balance  due  on 
such  settlement;  and  that  the  treasurer  should  pay  the  same  out  of  the  contingent  military  fund:  and  it  now  appears 
that  no  such  fund  exists; 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  same  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  paying  the  contingent  charges  of 
government. 
•  And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  vest  the  Capitol  Square,  with  the  buildings  tliereon,  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  in  the  Mayor,  Re- 
corder, Aldermen  and  Common  Council  of  the  said  city;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  ordinance,  'for  fixing  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  to  the  first  Monday  in  May 
annually;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday 
next. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  concerning  the  titles  of  settlers  on  land  surveyed  for  sundry  companies ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  inspected  several  enrolled  bills  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  inspection. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  commissioners  of  the  navy, 
and  one  other  from  the  Spanish  resident  at  Philadelphia;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  commissioners  of  the  navy,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Charles 
Carter,  Mercer,  Cabell,  Lyne,  Thruston,  Matthews  and  Newton. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  Spanish  resident,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  they 
are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills  : 

"  An  act,  to  continue  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  empower  the  judges  of  the  General  Court,  to  superintend  and 
regulate  the  public  jail." 

"  An  act,  to  continue  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwnalth." 

"  An  act,  to  continue  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  eneray  within  this  Commonwealth." 
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•'  An  act,  to  vest  certain  lands  in  William  Robinson,  in  fee." 

"  An  act,  concerning  John  ivi'Lean." 

"  An  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  the  freeholders  and  housekeepers  of  the  parishes  of  Antrim  and  Westover, 
to  elect  new  vestries." 

"An  act,  concerning  the  certificates  issued  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line." 

"  An  act,  granting  a  conditional  pardon  to  certain  offenders." 

"  An  act,  for  dissolving  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  St.  Anne,  in  the  county  of  Essex." 

"  An  act,  to  empower  the  justices  of  Greenbrier  county,  to  clear  a  wagon  road  from  the  Warm  Springs  in 
Augusta." 

"  An  act,  for  the  recovery  of  arms  and  accoutrements,  belonging  to  this  State." 

"  An  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State;"  and 

"  An  act,  concerning  John  Younghusband." 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  4,  1782. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  suspend  in  part  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  escheat;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  suspend  in  part  the  operation  of  the  laws  of 
escheat." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  secure  the  estate  of  Maurice  Wheeler,  deceased,  to  Lattice  Wheeler  his  widow,  and  four 
children ;"  w  as  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  secure  the  estate  of  Maurice  Wheeler,  deceased, 
to  Lettice  Wheeler  his  widow,  and  four  children."  %| 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Heath  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  ^ 

An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  the  titles  of  settlers  on  lands,  surveyed  for  sundry  companies;"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass  ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  the  titles  of  settlers  on  lands,  surveyed 
for  sundry  companies." 

Order-ed,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  t'ieir  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  vest  the  Capitol  Square,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  in  the 
Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council  of  the  said  city;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  vest  the  Capitol  Square,  with  the  buildings 
ihereon,  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  in  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council  of  the  said  city." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  lor  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  '  to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
idiots,  lunatics  and  persons  of  unsound  minds;"  was  read  the  second  tiiiie,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  vest  certain  escheatable  property  in  the  children  of  William  Short,  deceased;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  respecting  Capt. 
Benjamin  Hoomes,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  in  the  month  of  December,  1778,  the  Assembly  came  to  the  following  resolu- 
tions respecting  Capt.  Hoomes  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Captain  Hoomes,  be  allowed  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds,  to  be  paid 
liim  by  the  treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth : 

Resolved,  That  if  he  hath  been  discharged  upon  the  late  regulations,  as  one  of  the  supernumerary  officers  upoo 
half  pay,  he  ought  notwithstanding  to  be  continued  in  full  pay;  and  that  the  difference  ought  to  be  made  good  by 
this  Commonwealth,  in  case  he  shall  be  refused  full  pay  by  the  United  States;  it  further  appears  to  your  committee, 
from  a  certificate  of  Col.  William  Davies,  that  the  said  Hoomes,  is  one  of  the  supernumerary  officers  of  the  year 
1778,  who  were  allowed  by  Congress  one  year's  pay  in  advance,  and  recommended  to  their  respective  States  for  such 
further  compensation  as  they  should  think  fit  to  allow  ;  and  that  no  half  pay  was  given  by  Congress  to  any  of  them. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  Captain  Hoomes,  ought  to  be  considered 
as  a  pensioned  officer  on  full  pay ;  and  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  do  issue  their  warrants  to  the  said  Hoomes, 
•ctccordingly. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  tlie  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Henderson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  *  an  act,  to  enable  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes;"  and  the  same  was  re- 
ceived and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Henderson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "concerning  pensioners;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported;  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read  and  agreed  to  b3'  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  Andrew  Wodrow,  administra- 
tor with  the  will  annexed  of  Alexander  Wodrow,  deceased,  praying  that  he  may  be  authorised  and  empowered  to  make 
legal  conveyances  for  certain  lots  in  the  town  of  Falmouth,  and  a  tract  of  land  in  the  county  of  Stafford;  which  he 
sold  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  will  of  the  said  Alexander  Wodrow,  in  the  year  1777  ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  covimittee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  the  said 
Andrew  Wodrow,  may  be  empowered  to  sell  the  remainder  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  Alexander  Wodrow,  deceased ; 
be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  further  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  pray  that  the  said 
Andrew  Wodrow,  may  be  empowered  as  administrator  with  the  will  annexed  of  John  Neilson,  deceased,  to  sell  and  con- 
vey a  moiet}'  of  certain  lots  and  tracts  of  land  lying  in  the  counties  of  Stafford,  Frederick,  and  Hampshire,  agreeable 
to  the  will  of  the  said  John  Neilson ;  and  which  were  held  in  joint  tenancy  by  the  said  Alexander  Wodrow,  and  John 
Neilson,  deceased;  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  or  bills,  on  the  aforesaid  resolutions,  that  they  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  for  vesting  the  remainder  of  the^estate 
of  Alexander  Wodrow  in  Andrew  Wodrow,  subject  nevertheless  to  the  future  decision  of  the  General  Assembly. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

[Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  indemnify  certain  persons  for  suppressing  a  conspiracy 
against  this  State."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bruns- 
ivick,  praying  that  the  county  may  be  divided  into  two  distinct  counties  by  tiie  river  Meherrin;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  justices  of  the  county  court  of  Bruns- 
wick, praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  for  removing  the  courthouse  to  a  place  near  the  centre  of  the  county ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petitions  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Bed- 
ford and  Henry,  praying  that  a  new  county  may  be  formed  out  of  (he  said  counties,  by  a  line  to  begin  at  the  mouth 
of  Black  Water,  thence  up  the  meanders  of  Staunton  River  to  the  Great  Mountains,  thence  along  the  same,  passing 
the  head  of  Black  Water  to  the  head  of  Shooting  Creek,  thence  a  straight  line  to  the  west  end  of  Turkey  Cock 
Mountain,  tiience  along  the  same  to  intersect  the  dividing  line  between  Henry  and  Pittsylvania  counties,  thence  along 
that  line  to  the  mouth  of  Black  Water;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Henry 
in  opposition  thereto;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  divers  inhab- 
itants of  the  county  of  Henry,  praying  tiiat  that  part  of  the  said  county  called  the  Trollow,  may  be  added  to  the 
county  of  Montgomery;  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  justices  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  pray- 
ing that  an  act  may  pass  to  establish  a  town  at  the  courthouse  ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of 
Bedford,  praying  that  the  courthouse  of  the  said  county  may  be  erected  on  the  lands  of  David  Wright,  and  a  town 
established  at  the  same  place;  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  2d,  3d  and  6th  resolutions ;  and  that  the  committee 
of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  i)ring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  iiad  un- 
der their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivcied  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  ojiinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Wyatt,  praying  that  compensation 
raay  be  made  him  by  the  public,  in  consideration  of  a  wound  which  he  received  at  the  battle  of  Guilford  courthouse, 


53 

whilst  serving  in  tlie  militia  ordered  into  Carolina  from  the  county  of  Halifax,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitionci 
ought  to  be  allowed  half  the  pay  of  a  soldier  for  two  j'ears,  to  commence  from  the  15tli  daj'  of  March,  1781. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  James  Hamilton,  praying  that  compensa- 
tion may  be  made  him  by  the  public,  in  consideration  of  a  wound  which  he  received  at  the  skirmish  of  Hotwater  near 
Williamsburg,  whilst  engaged  with  a  party  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  army;  and  also,  that  he  may  be  reimbursed  the  ex- 
penses which  he  has  incurred  in  endeavoring  to  eficct  a  cure  of  hi^  said  wound,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner 
ought  to  be  allowed  half  the  pay  of  a  soldier  for  two  years,  to  commence  from  the  24th  day  of  June,  1781;  and 
also,  that  he  be  allowed  9/.  18*.  6d.  the  amount  of  his  said  expenses. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Hume,  praying  that  compensa- 
tion may  be  made  him  by  the  public,  in  consideration  of  a  wound  which  he  received  in  the  year  1781  near  Williams- 
burg, whilst  serving  in  the  mihtia  ordered  from  the  county  of  Fauquier,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  oughi 
to  be  allowed  half  the  pay  of  a  soldier  for  three  J'ears,  to  commence  from  the  10th  day  of  April,  1781. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Milam,  setting  forth,  that  the  pe- 
titioner, together  with  Benjamin  Milam  and  John  Kennedy,  served  in  the  militia  which  were  ordered  into  Carolina 
from  the  county  of  Bedford,  in  the  year  1781 ;  the  petitioner  as  an  ensign,  and  the  said  Benjamin  Milam  and  John 
Kennedy  as  soldiers;  that  at  the  battle  at  Guilford  courthouse  they  were  severally  taken  prisoners,  in  which  state  the 
said  Benjamin  Milam  on  the  19tb,  and  the  said  John  Kennedy  on  the  26th  of  June,  in  the  same  year,  died;  and  that 
the  petitioner  did  not  return  to  the  said  county  of  Bedford  from  his  captivity,  till  the  2d  day  of  August  following; 
and  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  pay  of  an  ensign  until  the  said  2d  day  of  August,  the  day  of  his  return ; 
and  also,  that  the  representatives  of  the  said  deceased  soldiers,  may  be  entitled  to  their  pay  till  the  respective  days  on 
which  they  died,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  ought  to  issue  certificates  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  General  Stevens : 

Mr.   Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  hill  "  concerning  the  two  legions  raised  by  this  State;"  also,  toJf 
the  resolution  directing  the  auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  that  shall^ 
make  their  escape  from  the  enemy,  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And 
then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and 
others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the,  bill  "  to  estab- 
lish a  ferry  across  Rappahannock  river,"  was  committed,  to  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  for  discontinuing  Temple's 
ferry,  in  the  county  of  King  William. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  John  Page  of  Caroline,  Heath,  Mann  Page,  Edmondson,  Matthews,  Gatewood  and 
Meade,  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Religion ;  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Bowyer,  to  the  committee  appointed  to  bring 
In  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  militia  law;"  Messrs.  Lyne,  Newton  and  Bowyer,  to  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
abuses  supposed  to  have  been  committed  in  the  loading  certain  flag  vessels,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  the  last  Assem- 
bly ;  and  Mr.  Ronald,  to  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes 
and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Smith,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday  next; 
and  Messrs.  Maclin  and  Mosby,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Hugh  Rose,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  j^mherst ;  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Randolph,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg;  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Hugh  Rose  and  William  Randolph,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  directing  the  treasurer  to  pay  the  balatice  due  Cap- 
tain Robert  Porterfield,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Peyton  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  regulating  the  practice  of  attornies;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  quartermaster  general  do  make  a  return  of  the  wagons,  wagon  and  other  horses  belonging 
io  the  public,  and  their  condition,  as  also,  of  the  number  of  wagoners,  blacksmiths,  forage  master,  wagon  master, 
clerks,  superintendants  of  artificers,  carpenters  and  negroes  employed  b}'  him,  taking  care  to  note  such  as  are  soldiers, 
negroes  belonging  to  the  pubUc,  or  hired. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  desired  to  cause  a  return  to  be  made  to  this  House,  as  soon  as  possible,  of  the 
pay,  rations,  forage  and  public  horses  allowed  the  quartermaster  genera! ;  also,  of  the  pay,  rations,  forage  and  public 
horses  allowed  to  the  other  stafi"  officers;  and  the  pay  and  rations  allowed  the  forage  master,  wagon  master,  clerks, 
superintendants  of  artificers,  blacksmiths,  wagoners,  carpenters,  hired  negroes,  and  others  now  in  public  employment. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  ascer- 
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taining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue ;"  that  they  do  comprise  nil  the  laws  respect- 
ing the  public  taxes  into  one  act. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  5,  1782. 


Ordered,  That  Messrs.  John  Carter,  Alexander  White,  Hutchings  and  Zanc,  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Pri- 
vileges and  Elections. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  'to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  main- 
tenance of  idiots,  lunatics  and  persons  of  unsound  minds;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  vest  certain  escheatable  property  in  the  children  of  William  Short,  deceased;"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  vest  certain  escheatable  property  in  the  chil- 
dren of  William  Short,  deceased." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  concerning  pensioners ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  tiiird  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  suspend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  levy  a  duty  on  cer- 
Ltain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "for  regulating  the  practice  of  attornies ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  nexl. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Scasbrook  Wells  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session. 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  to  sell  certain  lands  belonging  to  the 
estate  of  William  Kennon,  deceased,  for  the  benefit  of  his  children,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  aud  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  declaring  tenants 
of  land  or  slaves,  in  tail,  to  hold  the  same  in  fee  simple;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolution,  directing  the  treasurer  to  paj' 
Captain  Robert  Porterfield,  tlie  balance  due  him  as  executor  of  his  brother  Col.  Charles  Porterfield,  deceased,  out  of 
the  contingent  fund  ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  JMr.  Tazewell  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  immediately  pay  out  of  tlie  military  fund,  unto  Francis  Troin,  captain  of  bombar- 
diers, in  continental  service,  (now  a  prisoner  on  parole,)  forty  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  pay  his  tavern  expenses ; 
and  in  future,  the  commissary  is  hereby  directed  to  issue  to  the  said  Capt.  Troin  his  rations,  during  his  stay  in  Rich- 
mond. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lyne  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  thf 
Commonwealth,   being  read  ; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  6,  1782. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  pensioners;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Re^olr.td,  Tliut    li''  l)i!l    li  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  concerning  pensioners." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
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An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  enable  tiie  Congress  of  ilie  United  States,  to  levy  a  duty 
on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  enable  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Stales  to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  sell  certain  lands  belonging  to  the  estate  of  William  Kennon,  deceased,  for  the  benefit  of 
his  children  ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  sell  certain  lands  belonging  to  the  estate  of 
William  Kennon,  deceased,  for  the  benefit  of  his  children." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  declaring  tenants  of  lands  or  slaves,  in  tail,  to  hold  the  same  in  fee 
simple ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  Mext. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Taylor : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  respecting  Capt.  Benjamin  Hoomes.     And  then  hol^ 
withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Hayley  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder 
of  the  session. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Watkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  New  Kent,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Watkins  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  or- 
der, a  bill  "for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county  of  Bedford;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Clrievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "to  confirm  the  sale  of  certain  lots  and  lands  made  by  Andrew  Wodrow,  administrator  of  Alexander  Wodrow, 
deceased,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time. 

Mr.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "  for  forming  a  new  county  out  of  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Henry ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "to  alter  the  place  of  holding  courts,  in  the  county  of  Brunswick;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill 
■'for  incorporating  the  rector  and  trustees  of  Liberty  Hall  Academy,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  disagreed 
to  by  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  and  that  it  be  an  in- 
struction to  the  said  committee  to  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  to  exempt  tlie  professors,  masters,  and  students  of  all 
Universities,  Academies  and  Seminaries  of  learning,  in  this  State,  from  military  duty. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  directing  the  register  of  the  Land  Office  in  issuing 
warrants  to  the  ofiicers,  to  consider  colonels  and  lieutenant  colonels  commandant,  upon  an  equality,  with  several 
amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House ;  also,  they  do  insist  on  their  amendments  disagreed 
to  by  this  House  to  the  resolution,  directing  the  auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  non-commissioned  ofiicers  and 
soldiers,  who  shall  make  their  escape  from  the  enemy.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  examined  several  others  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  inspection. 

Mr.  Thruston  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  memorial  of  Francis  Hill,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  reso- 
lution thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill 
"  to  confirm  the  title  of  Frederick  Maclin  and  others,  to  certain  lands,"  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  militia  heretofore  called  into  ser- 
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vice,  ill  cases  not  provided  for  by  law  ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Zane,  Alexander  White,  and  Wilson,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  authorise  certain  county  courts  to  levy  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  purposes  therein  mentioned ;"  and  that  [Messrs.  Alexander  White,  Southall,  Zane  and  Goodall,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

Mr.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositio'ns  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  re- 
solutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  vvliere  the  same  were 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follovveth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Charles  l^ewis,  praying  that  an  act  may 
pass  for  laying  off  so  much  of  his  land,  as  lies  between  the  town  of  Richmond  and  Gillies's  creek  on  James  river, 
and  out  to  the  land  of  Richard  Adams,  Esq.  into  lots  and  streets,  and  establish  a  town;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  divers  inhabi- 
ktants  of  the  towns  of  Petersburg,  Blandford  and  Pocahontas,  praying  that  the  said  towns  may  be  united  and  incorpo- 
raid ;  be  deferred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  divers  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Loudoun,  praying  that  the  said  county  may  be  divided  into  two  distinct  counties;  be  deferred 
to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  divers  other  in- 
habitants of  the  said  county  of  Loudoun,  in  opposition  thereto;  be  deferred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursaant  to  the  first  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read, 
amended,  and  agreed  to  by^he  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Charles  May,  sherift'of  the  county  of  Buck- 
ingham, praying  to  be  exonerated  from  paying  ten  per  centum  for  interest  and  damages  on  the  sum  of  159/.  10s.  3d. 
which  he  paid  into  the  treasury  before  the  judgment  was  obtained  against  him,  and  no  credit  allowed  for  the  same; 
is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Fluvan- 
na, praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  authorise  William  Henry,  to  build  a  grist  mill  across  Hardware  river  in  the  said 
county,  is  properly  cognizable  before  a  court  of  law. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  county 
in  opposition  thereto ;  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  first  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Boiling  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  tlie  service  of  this  House,  until  Friday  next. 

A  bill,  "to  confirm  the  sale  of  certain  lots  and  lands  made  by  Andrew  Wodrow,  administrator  of  Alexander 
Wodrow,  deceased,  and  lor  other  purposes ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  lin>e. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  iiself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealtli  under  their  consider- 
ation, and  iiad  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Whereas,  the  proprietors  of  the  lead  mines,  are  desirous  that  the  possession  of  ilie  same  should  be  restored,  and 
it  is  just  and  reasonable  that  the  said  mines  should  be  given  up  to  them; 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  Executive  be  authorised  either  to  deliver  up  the  same,  or  to  make  any  contract  they 
may  think  proper,  both  with  respect  to  the  slaves  the  property  of  the  public,  and  for  any  quantity  of  lead  ihe  public 
may  have  occasion  for,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notvithsianding. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Comicil,  be  authorised  to  restore  to  the  respecti%'e  proprietors, 
any  slaves  of  private  property,  now  at  the  lead  mines;  and  to  direct  payment  for  the  use  and  service  of  the  said  slaves, 
according  to  the  hire  or  value  of  the  same,  in  sucli  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  just  and  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  an  act  of  Assembly  as  authorises  the  judges 
of  the  General  Court,  to  employ  and  pay  an  assistant  clerk;  ought  to  be  repealed. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly  "lor  ascertaining  the  salaries  to  the 
officers  of  civil  government ;"  ought  to  be  amended. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  1st  and  2d  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concur- 
rence. 

Ordrrrd,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  ;3d  and  4tli  resolutions;  and  lh;>!  Messrs.  Charles 
Carter,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Cabell,  Alexander  White,  and  Ronald,  do  prepare  and  bruig  in  tiie  same. 
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Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  ol'  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "for  better  collecting  and  paying  the  fees  due,  or  to  become 
due  to  the  clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts;"  and  that  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Zane  and  White,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bailey  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  to  amend  the  militia  law." 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill,   "  for'^ 
establishing  a  ferry  on  R:ippahannock  river,"  was  committed,  that  they  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  for  establishing  ^ 
a  ferry  from  the  land  of  John  Turberville,  at  the  place  called  Dials  in  the  county  of  Fairfax,  over  Potomack  river,  to 
the  opposite  shore  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills,  "for  es- 
tablishing an  inspection  of  tobacco  in  Campbell  county,  and  lor  erecting  warehouses  and  appointing  receivers  at 
Westham;"  "to  amend  the  ordinance,  'for  fixing  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  on  the  first  Monday  in  May 
annually  ;"  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  'to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds,"  being  read;  *■ 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  7,  1782. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  confirm  the  sale  of  certain  lots  and  lands  made  by  Andrew  Wodrow,  administrator  of  Alex- 
ander Wodrow,  deceased;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  confirm  the  sale  of  certain  lots  and  lands  made 
by  Andrew  Wodrow,  administrator  of  Alexander  Wodrow,  deceased,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  confirm  the  title  of  Frederick  Maclin  and  others,  to  certain  lands,"  was  read  the  third 
timej  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  bill  do  pass, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

A  bill,  "for  forming  a  new  county  out  of  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Henry;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county  of  Bedford;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  bill,  "  to  alter  the  place  of  holding  courts  in  the  county  of  Brunswick ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  order- 
ed to  be  committed  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said  committee,  to  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  for  fixing  the  court- 
house of  Monongalia  county  at  Zachariah  Morgan's,  during  the  present  war. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Josiah  Parker,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight,  attend- 
ed in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Josiah  Parker  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hull  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  to  whom  the  resolution  upon  the  petition  of  Simon 
Nathan,  was  recommitted,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  farther  consideration, 
and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Simon  Nathan,  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year 
1780,  he  had  various  dealings  with  the  then  Board  of  Trade,  on  behalf  of  this  Coinmonwealth,  who  became  indebted 
to  him  in  the  sum  of  15,000  livres,  for  which  a  bill  of  exchange  was  drawn  on  Messrs.  Penet,  Decosta,  Freres  &  Co. 
merchants  at  Nantz  and  Bordeaux ;  that  the  said  bill  has  been  returned  under  regular  protest  to  the  petitioner,  and 
that  his  said  debt  yet  remains  to  be  paid;  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  said  15,000  livres,  together 
with  ten  per  centum  interest  and  damages,  and  also  the  costs  and  charges  of  the  said  protest,  ought  to  be  paid  the  pe- 
titioner out  ol  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  commercial  agent's  department. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  said  resolution  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

A  report  from  the  court  of  Henrico  county,  of  the  valuation  of  sundry  houses,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  the 
last  session  of  Assembly  ;  was  read,  an  J  ordered  io  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade. 

The  Speaker  laid  beibie  the  House  rj  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  General  Clarke;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth, 
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The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Samuel  Patlesoii,  containing  a  charge  against  Arthur  Camp- 
bell, Esq.  a  member  of  this  House  from  the  county  of  Washington ;  which  was  read. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordcrcr/,  Tiiai  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

XMr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  enable  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods,  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes ;"  "concerning 
pensioners;"  "to  secure  the  estate  of  Maurice  Wheeler,  deceased,  to  Lettice  Wheeler  his  wife,  and  four  children;" 
"  to  vest  certain  escheatable  property  in  the  children  of  William  Short,  deceased;"  "to  sell  certain  lands  belonging  to 
the  estate  of  William  Kennon,  deceased,  for  the  benefit  of  his  children  ;"  and  "  concerning  the  titles  of  settlers  on  lands 
surveyed  for  sundry  companies."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  keeper  of  the  public  jail,  respecting  certain  criminals  who 
have  received  a  conditional  pardon  ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resohfd,  That  John  Crookshanks,  late  a  soldier  in  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee's  legion,  be  put  on  the  pension  list 
of  this  State;  and  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  Trade. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  be  directed  to  settle  the  pay  and  clothing  accounts  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers,  who  have  been  under  the  command  of  General  Clarke  on  the  western  waters,  on  oath,  up  to  the  1st  of 
January,  1782. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  Trade. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  keeper  of  the  public  prison,  be  directed  to  deliver  John  Caton,  Levi  Moore,  Albridgton 
Holland  and  Henry  Norfleet,  who  stand  severally  pardoned,  upon  condition  they  and  each  of  them  serve  in  the  Vir- 
ginia line  on  continental  establishment  during  the  war,  to  Capt.  Samuel  Hogg,  or  Lieutenant  Mark  Vanderval,  re- 
cruiting officers. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  regulate  th<;  pay  of  the  militia  heretofore  called 
into  service,  and  not  provided  for  by  law,"  be  directed  to  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  respecting  scouts. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  in  Campbell  county,  and  for  erecting 
warehouses  and  appointing  receivers  at  Westham;"  "to  amend  the  ordinance,  'for  affixing  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  annually;"  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  'to  make  provision 
for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds,"  being  read; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  9,   1782. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Zachariah  Johnston,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Augusta,  attend- 
ed in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Saturday  the  30th  ultimo; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Zachariah  Johnston  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Bowdoin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton,  attend- 
ed in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Bowdoin  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  forming  a  new  county  out  of  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Henry;"  was  read  the  third 
<ime,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  forming  a  new  county  out  of  the  counties  of 
Bedford  and    Henry." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Talbot  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assem- 
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bh',  'for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act;"  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  th''  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  to  confirm  the  sale  of  certain  lots  and  lands  made  hvff 
Andrew  VVodrow,  administrator  of  Alexander  Wodrow,  deceased,  and  for  other  pu  poses;"  and  "  to  vest  the  Capitol 
S;j':  >re,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  in  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  the  said  city;"  also,  to  the  resolutions  lor  allowing  Thomas  Wyatt,  half  pay  of  a  soldier  for  two  years  ;|A 
foi-  making  compensation  to  Jam-'s  Hamilton,  a  wounded  soldier;  and  directing  the  auditors  to  settle  the  pay  of,  and 
grant  certificates  to  William  Milam,  and  the  representatives  of  Benjamin  Milam  and  John  Kennedy.  And  then  he  with- 
drew. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the' several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  'for 
establishing  a  permanent  revenue,'  iiito  one  act;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  motion  was  mnde,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Govsrnor  be  dn-ected  to  lay  before  this  House,  a  copy  of  the  capitulation  of  York  town,  and 
an  account  of  the  quantity  of  tobacco  shipped  in  all  the  flag  vessels,  in  consequence  thereof,  distinguishing  the  quan- 
tity m  each  vessel. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  granting  pardon  to  Demsey  Butler;"  and  that'Messrs.  Parke 
and  Matthe.vs,  do  prepare  and  brm?  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Zaue  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  militia  heretofore  called  into  servioe, 
in  cases  not  provided  for  by  law ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  reducing  the  number  of  auditors ;"  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  presented,  I'rom  tlie  committee  of  Trade,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  empower  the  auditors 
to  settle  certain  militia  ctrtificates,  and  grant  certificates  thereupon;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Parker  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  cranting  pardon  to  Demsey  Butler;"  and  the  same  was  re- 
ceived and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "  granting  pardon  to  Demsey  Butler;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
Parke  and  Mattiiews. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellsey  : 

JFr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  suspend  in  part  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  escheat," 
with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  ou  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter 
reported,  that  the  committee  had.  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consider- 
ation, and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move 
the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Rfsulved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bills  "for  ref(| 
gulating  the  practice  of  Attornies  ;"  •'  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  declaring  tenants  of  lands  or  slaves,  in  tail, 
to  hold  the  same  in  fee  simple;"  "for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  in  Campbell  comity,  and  for  erecting 
warehouses  and  appointing  receivers  at  Westham  ;"  "  to  amend  the  ordinance,  '  for  fixing  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly  on  the  first  Monday'  in  May,  annually;"  and  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  '  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock.  ^ 


TUESDAY,  December  10,   1782. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  George  Huston,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham ;  Mr. 
James  Gordon,  jun.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Richmond ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  Lewis,  one  of  the  members 
for  the  county  of  Botetourt ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  George  Huston,  James  Gordon,  jun.  and  Thomas  Lewis,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  ou 
paying  fees. 

A  bill,  "  to  empower  the  auditors  to  settle  certain  militia  accounts,  and  grant  certificates  thereupon ;"  was  read 
the  second  time  ;  and  on  the  question  being  put,  that  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time, 
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It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

A  bill,  "for  reducing  the  number  of  Auditors;"  was  read  the  second  tinie,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
^•committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

A  bill,  "to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  militia  heretofore  called  into  service,  in  cases  ntot  provided  for  by  law ;"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Zane,  Alexander  White,  Wilson  and  Southall. 
▲|  The  House  being  informed  that  I\Ir.  Thomas  Moore,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  has  oflered  a  con- 

tempt to  the  House,  by  escaping  from  tlie  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  information  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  '  for  establishing 
a  permanent  revenue,'  into  one  act;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Wormeley  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration, 
and  made  some  progress  therein,,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

Mr.  Parke  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  granting  pardon  to  Demsey  Butler,"  was  referred, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  an  amendment 
thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Meade  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Mr.  Tazewell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  the  better  collecting  the  fees  due,  or  to  become  due  to 
the  clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies ;"  " to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ' an  act,  de- 
claring tenants  of  lands  or  slaves,  in  tail,  to  hold  the  same  in  fee  simple;"  "for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  in 
Campbell  county,  and  for  erecting  warehouses  and  appointing  receivers  at  Westham  ;"  "to  amend  the  ordinance  for 
fixing  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  annually  ;"  and  "  for  further  continuing  and 
amending  the  act,  '  to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound 
minds,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofi'till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  11,  1783. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Lee  : 
I        Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  respecting  the  lead  mines.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
An  engrossed  bill,  "  granting  pardon  to  Demsey  Butler;"  was  read  the  third  time. 
Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  granting  pardon  to  Demsey  Batler." 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Parker  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "for  the  better  collecting  the  fees  due,  or  to  become  due,  to  the  clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts  ;"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  tim  e. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

fMR.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  directing  the  keeper  of  the  public  jail,  to  deliver  up 
John  Caton  and  others,  to  a  recruitinfi  officer;  and  for  exonerating  Charles  May,  sheriff' of  Buckingham  county,  from 
paying  interest  and  damages  upon  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  by  the  Solicitor  General.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  lliat  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  examined  several  others,  to  them  referred,  and  (imnd  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Waikins  do  carry  the  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  inspection. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  authorise  certain  c<i!uiiy  courts  to  levy  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  thfir  consideration,  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  n\v\  had  come  to  sever:i;  resoint umis  th  .e- 
upim,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followetli : 
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Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
mon Council,  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  praving  that  the  streets  of  the  said  borough,  may  be  regulated  and  laid  oft", 
agreeable  to  the  report  of  tlie  commissioners  appoinied  by  act  of  Assembly  for  that  purpose;  except  only,  that  Church 
street,  instead  of  seventy  feet,  may  be  made  sixty  feet  wide,  and  run  from  the  southern  corner  of  the  Church  wall,  east- 
wardly,  straight  down  to  the  river;  and  that  compensation  be  made  to  those  whose  lands  or  lots  may  be  effected  there- 
by; and  that  the  court  of  Hustings  in  the  said  borough,  may  be  a  court  of  Record,  with  power  to  take  cognizance  of 
criminal  offences ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of 
Richmond,  as  prays  that  the  Mayor  and  commonalty,  may  be  authorised  to  affix  their  seal  for  autiienticating  all  com- 
mercial transactions;  that  the  powers  given  to  the  directors  of  the  public  buildings,  for  improving  the  navigation  of 
James  river,  and  turning  Shockoe  creek  into  its  own  channel,  by  subscription,  may  be  vested  in  the  Corporation; 
that  the  Court  of  Hustings  may  be  vested  with  power  to  receive  probat  of  wills  and  deeds,  and  be  constituted  a  Court 
of  Records;  and  that  two  Aldermen  may  be  added  to  the  Court  of  Hustings,  from  the  Common  Coniicilmen;  is  rea- 
sonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  pray  that  the  said 
Corporation  may  be  authorised  to  raise,  by  lottery,  such  a  sum  of  money  as  may  be  adequate  to  the  expense  of  erect- 
ing a  stone  bridge  over  Shockce  creek ;  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  do  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  for  altering  the  court  day  of  the  Court  of 
Hustings,  in  the  town  of  Alexandria. 

Mr.  Thompson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  emancipate  Liverpool,  a  slave;"  and  the  same  was  re- 
ceived and  read  the  first  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  March  next. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  Uie  whole  House,  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Robert  Wormeley 
Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their 
consideration,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com,mittee.  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  be  empowered 
to  take  such  measures  for  effectuating  a  peace  with,  and  a  cession,  or  purchase  of  lands  from  the  Chickasaw  Indians, 
as  they  shall  judge  will  be  most  conducive  to  the  honor,  and  interest  of  the  State:  Provided  always,  that  in  the  deed 
of  cession  or  purchase,  it  be  expressed  that  although  such  lands  do  lie  within  the  chartered  limits  of  this  Common- 
wealth, such  cession  is  received,  or  purchase  made  upon  the  principle  of  cultivating  peace  and  friendship  with  the 
Indians. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  be  empowered 
either  to  order  Col.  Dabney's  legion  on  duty,  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontier,  or  to  appoint  proper  officers  to 
enlist  the  soldiers  of  the  said  legion  to  serve  in  the  line  of  this  State,  in  continental  service,  for  three  years,  or  during 
the  war. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  do  carry  the  1st  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concur- 
rence. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  2d  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Robert  Wormeley 
Carter,  Mann  Page,  Mercer,  and  Richard  Henry  Lee,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  directing  the  auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Thad- 
dy  Kelly,  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  tiiis  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dedman  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Joseph  Prentis,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  York,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Joseph  Prentis  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pendleton,  be  added  to  tiie  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  Propositions  and 
Grievances;  and  Mr.  Alexander  White  to  the  committees  apponited  to  bring  in  bills  "to  amend  the  act,  '  for  appro- 
priating the  public  revenue,"  and   "  to  redeem  certain  certificates." 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Honorable  Edmund  Randolph,  Esq.  containing  his  resig- 
nation as  a  delegate  to  represent  tiiis  State  in  Coni;Tess ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  comnittce  had,  according 
to  order,  inquired  into  the  subject  matter  of  a  letter  said  to  have  been  written  by  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.  a  delegate  of  this 
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State  in  Conprress,  to  Mann  Pace,  Esq.  a  member  of  this  House,  coniaining  matter  injurious  to  the  public  interests, 
and  had  come  to  a  resokition  iliereupim,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeth : 

BesolvKl,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  ihia  committee.  That  the  letter  written  by  the  Honorable  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.  to 
Mann  Pajje,  Esq.  was  a  private  con'^K  niial  letter,  not  intended  for  the  public  eye,  and  does  not  contain  jnatters  in- 
jurious to  this  Commonwealth;  and  tli  it  the  services  rendered  by  the  said  Arthur  Lee  to  this  cominunity,  are  such  as 
prevent  all  suspicions  of  inimical  desit';ns  to  this  State,  or  America  in  genera!. 

A  motion  was  made,  to  amend  the  said  report  by  striking  out  the  whole  of  the  said  resolution,  and  inserting  the 
words  following  in  lieu  thereof, 

Whereas,  the  letter  written  by  Arlhur  Lee  to  Mann  Page,  Esq.  contains  sentiments  that  prudence  cannot  justify 
a  member  of  Congress  in  comnuinicating  by  letter  to  his  friend  in  a  distant  Stuiej  because  such  communications  are 
at  all  times  subject  to  publicatioii,  and  since  it  hath  become  open  to  the  pu'ilic  eye,  may  create  in  our  allies  a  distrust 
in  our  public  represeniati\es,  should  the  same  be  passed  over  without  animadversion. 

Resolved,  thu-eforr,  That  from  the  testimony  offered  upon  this  occasion,  no  just  grounds  exist  to  suspect  the  said 
Arthur  Lee,  of  intending  any  thing  by  his  said  letter,  injurious  to  the  public  good,  he  having  evidenced  his  friendly 
disposition  to  the  public;  and  his  friend  to  whom  this  confidential  communication  was  made,  having  uniformly  and 
firmly  manifested  upon  all  occasions  his  warm  attachment  to  the  public  weal. 

Resolved,  That  the  sentiments  contained  in  the  said  letter,  when  written  by  a  member  of  Congress,  and  laid  open 
to  the  public  view,  may  become  extremely  injurious  to  the  public  interest,  and  therefore,  that  the  writing  of  the  said 
letter  was  an  act  of  imprudence,  which  possibly  may  involve  Congress  in  a  distressing  and  embarrassing  situation,  as 
well  as  tend  to  alter  the  train  of  negotiation  pursuing  by  our  Minister  in  Euiope. 

And  the  said  amendment  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ayes  28  Noes  50 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Goodall; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  Ayes  and  Noes  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  amendment,  be  inserted 
in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Thomas  Madison,  Thomas  Lewis,  William  Stith,  Robert 

Adams,  jun.  William  Brown,  AVilliam  Green   Munford,  Joel  W^atkins,   Carter  Henry  Harrison,  French  Strother, 

George  Wray,  Thomas  Smith,  Edmund  Wilkins,  John  Coleman,  James  M'Craw,  Nelson  Anderson,  jun.  Parke 

.  Goodall,  Francis  Peyton,  William  White,  Henry  Stokes,  Samuel  Dedmam,  Benjauiiii  Wilson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun. 

James  Allen,  George  Huston,  Isaac  Zane,  Taverner  Beale,  Thomas  Towles  and  Henry  Tazewell. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Thomas  Walker,  Everard  Meatle,  William  Cabell,  Zac- 
hariah  Johnston,  John  Cunningham,  John  Talbot,  Adam  Stephen,  Robert  Gilchrist,  John  Page,  jun.  Francis  Goode, 
William  Smith,  William  Watkins,  William  Gatewood,  Alexander  Henderson,  Charles  Broadwater,  William  Pi'ket, 
J}avid  Ross,  George  Thomson,  Alexander  White,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  John  Shelton,  John  Payne,  James  Reid, 
George  Clendinnen,  Turner  Southall,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Peter  Saunders,  William  Norvell,  Josiah  Parker,  Edwin 
Conway,  John  Heath,  jun.  John  Carter,  Robert  Sayres,  Kinchen  Godwin,  John  Watkins,  John  Bowdoin,  John 
Heath,  Benjamin  Porter,  Constant  Perkins,  John  Holcombe,  William  Robinson,  Robert  Wormcley  Carter,  James 
Gordon,  jun.  Andrew  Moore,  John  Taylor,  Mann  Page,  Charles  Carter,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Richard  Lee  and 
\rtlmr  Campbell. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  tliat  the  House  do  agree  to  the  report. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  the  capitulation  of  York,  and  a  state 
of  the  tobacco  shipped  on  board  certain  flag  vessels,  in  conformity  to  the  said  capitulation. 

The  House  preceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on  by 
the  Senate,  to  the  resolution  respecting  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  escaping  from  the  enemy;  and  the  same 
being  read ; 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendment,  and  doth  agree  to  the  said 
amendment  with  an  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "  to  amend 
and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  'for  establishing  a  permanent 
revenue  into  one  act;"  "  foi;  regulating  the  practice  of  attornies;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 'an  act.  declaring 
tenants  of  lands  or  slaves,  in  tail,  to  hold  the  same  in  fee  simple;"  "for  establishing  an^  inspection  of  tobacco  in 
Campbell  county,  and  for  erecting  warehouses  and  ajjpointing  receivers  at  VVej-thain  ;"  "to  amend  the  ordinance,  'for 
fixing  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  annually;"  "and  for  further  continuing  and 
amending  the  act,  'to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound 
minds,"  being  rend; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,   1 1  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  12,   1782. 

A  bill,  "  to  authorise  certain  county  courts  to  levy  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;"  wa; 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Zane  and  Reid. 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  equalizing  the  land  tax  ;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Daniel  Morgan,  returning  thanks  to  the 
General  Assembly,  for  the  speedy  redress  of  the  grievances  of  the  army,  as  represented  in  their  memorial,  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  reduce  the  number  of  delegates  representing  this  State  in 
Congress;"  and  that  Messrs.  Zane,  Ronald,  Talbot  and  Mercer,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clarke  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  to-morrow ;  and  Mr. 
William  Watkins  until  this  day  se'nnight. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Wilson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Wilson  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

A  bill,  "  for  equalizing  the  land  tax;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House,  on  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill,  •"  for  incor- 
porating the  rector  and  trustees  of  Liberty  Hall  Academy,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  said  bill  imder  their  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill,  "for  estab- 
lishing a  town  in  the  county  of  Bedford,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord-.  . 
ing  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  VVilliam  Gill,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolu-S 
tion  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  agaii^^ 
twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth :  ^^ 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  commiliee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  William  Gill,  praying  that  an  act 
may  pass,  directing  that  the  money  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  estate  of  his  uncle  the  Reverend  John  Brander,  de- 
ceased, which  was  sold  under  the  act  of  escheat  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects,  may  be  paid  to  the  petitioner; 
is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That   the  petition  of  Charles  Gratiot;  is  reasonable. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  twelve 
dollars  and  one  third  of  a  dollar,  is  due  to  the  said  Charles  Gratiot,  as  appears  by  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  Colonel 
George  Rogers  Clarke  and  Colonel  John  Montgomery  ;  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  public. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Edmondson,  praying  that  five 
acres  of  land  of  which  he  is  seised,  lying  in  the  common,  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  the  borough  of  Winchester, 
may  be  annexed  to  the  said  borough,  and  the  petitioner  empowered  to  lay  out  the  said  land  into  half  acre  lots,  and 
dispose  of  the  same ;  is  reasonable. 

4.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Haskins,  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Prince  Edward ;  is  reasonable. 

5.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Haskins,  ought  not  to  pay  ten  per 
centum  interest  on  the  sum  of  575/.  being  part  of  the  sum  for  which  judgment  was  obtained  against  him,  at  the  last 
General  Court  for  balance  of  taxes;  it  appearing  to  the  committee,  that  the  said  Benjamin  Haskins,  was  ready  and 
desirous  to  pay  the  said  sum,  before  judgment  was  entered  against  him,  but  was  prevented,  from  the  multiplicity  of 
business  at  the  treasury. 

6.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Walker  Tomlin,  praying  that  a  public 
ferry  may  be  established  from  his  land  in  the  coiinly  of  King  William,  across  the  Pamunkey  river  to  the  public  land- 
ing in  the  town  of  New  Castle ;  be  rejected. 

7.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Nelson  Anderson  the  elder,  Daniel 
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Trueheart  and  Zachariah  Clarke,  praying  that  the  interest  of  the  tobacco,  they  severally  lent  the  public  under  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1780,  may  be  paid  to  them  annually;  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  1st,  2d,  4th  and  6th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  3d  and  7th  resolutions ;  and  that  the  committee  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same.  , 

Ordered,  That  the  Cth  resolution  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Arthur  Campbell,  Esq.  a  member  of  this  House,  relative  to  the 
inquiry  directed  to  be  made  by  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  into  his  conduct;  which  was  read  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

Information  being  given  to  the  House  that  Mr.  James  M'Craw,  a  member  of  this  House  for  the  county  of  Halifax, 
hath  uttered  expressions  and  delivered  sentiments  in  public,  inimical  to  the  interests  of  this  Commonwealth: 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  do  inquire  into  the  subject  matter  of  the 
said  information,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Tiiruston  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  repeal  part  of  an  act. 
entitled  '  an  act,  declaring  what  shall  be  a  lawful  marriage ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and 
oriiered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  ascertaining  the 
salaries  to  the  officers  of  Civil  Government;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill, 
"to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  'for  establishing  a 
permanent  revenue,'  into  one  act;"  and  after  sometime  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles 
Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and 
iiad  made  a  further  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill,  "  granting  pardon  to  Demsey  Butler;"  also,  they  do  agree 

So  the  amendment  to  their  amendment,  to  the  resolution,  respecting  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  escaping 
rom  the  enemy.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills,  "for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies;"  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act, 
declaring  tenants  of  land  or  slaves,  in  tail,  to  hold  the  same  in  fee  simple ;"  "  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco 
in  Campbell  county,  and  for  erecting  warehouses  and  appointing  receivers  at  Westham  ;"  "  to  amend  the  ordinance,  '  for 
fixing  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  annually;"  and  "  for  furtiier  continuing  and 
amending  the  act,  '  to  make  provisionjfor  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds," 
being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 

,\nd  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  13,   1782. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  the  better  collecting  the  fees  due  or  to  become  due  to  the  clerks  of  the  Superior  courts ;" 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  incorporating  the  rector  and  trustees  of  Liberty  Hall  Academy;"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up ; 

And  on  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass,  / 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes  55  Noes  10 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Thomson,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  for  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  be  inserted  in  the 
Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Thomas  Walker,  Everard  Meade,  William  Cabell,  John 
Cunningham,  Adam  Stephen,  Thomas  Madison,  Thomas  Lewis,  William  Stith,  Robert  Adams,  Jiin.  Robert  Gil- 
christ, John  Page,  jun.  William  Green  Munford,  William  Smith,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  George  Booker,  John  Ed- 
moiidson,  William  Gaiewood,  Alexander  Henderson,  Charles  Broadwater,  William  Pickett,  Alexander  White,  Charles 
M}.in  Thrusion,  Thomas  Smith,  John  Sliellon,  John  Payne,  Turner  Southall,  Peter  Saunders,  William  Norvell,  Jo- 
s  iah  Parker,  Edwin  Conway,  John  Heath,  jun.  Francis  Peyton,  John  Watkins,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Bowdoin, 
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John  Heath,  John  Wilson,  Constant  Perkins,  William  Ronald,  William  Robinson,  Thomas  Walke,  Arthur  Lee,  Ro- 
bert Wormeley  Carter,  James  Gordon,  jun.  Andrew  Moore,  George  Huston,  William  Nalle,  John  Taylor,  Charles 
Carter,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Edward  Harwood,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Arthur  Campbell,  Joseph  Prentis  and  Henry 
Tazewell. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Zachariah  Johnston,  John  Talbot,  Robert  Clarke,  Joel 
Watkins,  French  Strother,  James  Pendleton,  George  Wray,  George  Thomson,  James  Reid,  John  Coleman,  Parke 
Goodall,  William  White,  Henry  Stokes,  Benjamin  Wilson,  John  Holcombe,  James  Allen,  Isaac  Zane,  "Taverner 
Beale  and  Thomas  Towles. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  title  of  the  said  bill  be,  "an  act,  for  incorporating  the  rector  and  trustees  of  Liberty  Hall 
Academy." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
•'to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  'for  establishing  a 
permanent  revenue,'  into  one  act ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  3Ir.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Robert 
Wormeley  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  considera- 
tion, and  had  made  a  further  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move 
the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Charles  Patteson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Buckingham,  attend- 
ed in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  tlie  said  Charles  Patteson  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealih  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  for  reducing  the  number  of  auditors  ;"  "  for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies  ;" 
"  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  in  Campbell  county,  and  for  erecting  warehouses  and  appointing  receivers 
at  Westham  ;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  declaring  tenants  of  lands  or  slaves,  in  tail,  to  hold  the  same  in  fee 
simple;"  "  to  amend  the  ordinance,  'for  fixing  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  an- 
nually;" and  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  '  to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds."  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft'  till  to-morrow. 

\nd  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock.  ▲• 


SATURDAY,  December   14,   1782. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county  of  Bedford;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks 
therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county  of  Bed- 
ford." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  repeal  part  of  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  declaring  what  shall  be  a  lawful  marriage;"  was  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  for  Religion. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  to  the  officers  of  Civil  Government;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill, 
"  to  establish  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Charles  Lewis,  in  the  county  of  Henrico  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill, 
"  directing  the  monies  arising  from  the  sales  of  John  Brander's  estate,  to  be  paid  to  William  Gill;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "to  appoint 
persons  to  convey  certain  lands  to  Edwin  Gray,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  lime. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  suspend  in  part  the  operation  of 
the  laws  of  escheat;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  for  issuing  land  warrants  to 
colonels,  and  lieutenant  colonels  commandant ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lyne  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
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Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  tliem  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  George  Daniel,  late  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  praying  to  be  exonerated  from  a  judgment  obtained  against  him,  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  in 
December,  1781,  upon  his  paying  to  tiie  Solicitor  General,  3,955  pounds  of  crop  tobacco,  and  21,329  pounds  paper 
money,  together  with  the  costs  of  the  said  judgment ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thaddy  Kelly,  praying  that  he  may  be  en- 
titled to  the  bounty  in  lands  allowed  by  law  to  captains  serving  three  years  in  the  Virginia  line  ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Peter  Copland,  of  the  county  of  Charles 
City,  praying  that  he  may  be  paid  for  a  negro  woman  slave,  named  Penelope,  who  was  condemned  by  the  court  of 
the  said  county,  for  felony,  and  executed  accordingly,  is  reasonable;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the 
pubUc,  the  sum  of  30/.  for  the  said  slave. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Peter  Poythrass,  of  the  county  of  Prince 
George,  praying  that  he  may  be  paid  for  two  negro  slaves,  named  Minas  and  Will,  who  were  condemned  by  the  court 
of  the  said  county,  for  felony  and  burglary,  and  executed  accordingly,  is  reasonable;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed 
and  paid  by  the  public,  the  sum  of  250?.  for  the  said  slaves. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  1st,  3d  and  4th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  con- 
currence. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  2d  resolution  ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  -Ao  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  auditing  certain  public 
claims ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Henderson  and  Zachariah  Johnston,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  vest  the  power  of  granting  divorces  in  certain  cases  in  the 
High  Court  of  Chancery;"  and  that  Messrs.  Mercer  and  Tazewell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Arthur  Campbell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  regulating 
and  disciplining  the  militia  ;"  and  tlie  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford: 
y        Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  empowering  the  Governor  to  make  peace  with,  and 
a  purchase  of  lands  from  the  Chickasaw  Indians.      And  then  he  witlidrew. 

Mr.  Zane  presented,  according  to  order  a  bill  "  to  reduce  the  number  of  delegates  representing  this  State  in 
Congress;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  second  reading  of  the  said  bill,  be  postponed  until  the 
first  Monday  in  May  next. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes  46  Noes  28 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Zane,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Huston ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Thomas  VValker,  Everard  Meade,  John  Cunningham,  Adam 
Stephen,  Thomas  Lewis,  Charles  Patteson,  Jlobert  Adams,  jun.  William  Brown,  Robert  Gilchrist,  William  Green 
Munford,  William  Smith,  James  Pendleton,  George  Wray,  Alexander  Henderson,  William  Pickett,  George  Thomson, 
Alexander  White,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  Thomas  Smith,  John  Payne,  Edmund  Willdns,  John  Coleman,  James 
M'Craw,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  William  Norvell,  Josiah  Parker,  Edwin  Conway,  John  Heatli,  jun.,  John  Carter, 
Robert  Sayres,  John  Watkins,  John  Bowdoin,  John  Heath,  John  Wilson,  Constant  Perkins,  William  Ronald,  Robert 
Wormeley  Carter,  James  Gordon,  jun.  John  Taylor,  Mann  Page,  Charles  Carter,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  Richard  Lee,  Joseph  Prentis  and  Henry  Tazewell. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  arc,  Thomas  Parramore,  Zachariah  Johnston,  John  Talbot, 
Robert  Clarke,  Thomas  Madison,  William  Smith,  Joel  Watkins,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  French  Strother,  George 
Booker,  John  Edmondson,  William  Gatewood,  George  Clendinnen,  Nelson  Anderson,  jun.  Turner  Southall,  Peter 
Saunders,  William  White,  Henry  Stokes,  Benjamin  Wilson,  Benjamin  Porter,  John  Holcombe,  James  Allen,  Andrew- 
Moore,  George  Huston,  William  Nalle,  Isaac  Zane,  Taverner  Beale  and  Tliomas  Towles. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  sus- 
pends the  issuing  of  executions  upon  certain  judgments,  until  December,  1783;"  and  that  Messrs.  Mercer,  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  Alexander  White,  Cabell  and  Ronald,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill, 
"for  equalizing  the  land  tax;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  .Mr.  Charles 
Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  o,-der,  had  tiie  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made 
some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  tlie  House  for  leave  to 
sit  again. 
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Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  xMoiiday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
tiie  said  bill. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  by  the  Constitution  of  government  it  is  declared  liiat,  "the  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Con- 
gress shall  be  chosen  annually,  or  superseded  in  the  mean  time,  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly ;"  and 

Whereas,  in  times  of  great  peril  and  danger,  it  is  politically  wise  that  the  Legislature  should  make  frequent  ex- 
ercise of  the  power  to  continue  or  supersede  officers  in  high  and  important  trust,  so  as  to  prevent  all  possible  injury 
to  the  public  interest,  and  promote  a  spirit  of  free  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  those  to  wliom  the  representative  trust 
is  confided; 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  this  House  will,  on  Wednesday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the 
choice  of  five  delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  to  serve  until  the  second  Monday  in  November  next. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ayes  37  Noes  40 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Wednesday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
delegate  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  in  the  room  of  Edmund  Randolph,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomson  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  tl)e  bills,  "  for  the  better  collecting  the  fees  due,  or  to  become  due  to  the  clerks  of  the  Supe- 
rior Courts;"  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  '  for 
establishing  a  permanent  revenue,'  into  one  act;"  "for  reducing  the  number  of  auditors;"  "  for  regulating  the  prac- 
tice of  Attornies;"  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  declaring  tenants  of  lands  or  slaves,  in  tail,  to  hold  the  same 
in  fee  simple;"  "for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  in  Campbell  county,  and  for  erecting  warehouses  and  ap- 
pointing receivers  at  Westham;"  "to  amend  the  ordinance,  'for  fixing  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  on  the  first 
Monday  in  May  annually;"  and  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  'to  make  provision  for  the  support 
and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl' till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  16,  1782. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment ; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  17,  1782, 


An  engrossed  bill,  "to  appoint  persons  to  convey  certain  lands  to  Edwin  Gray;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  Thai  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  appoint  persons  to  convey  certain  lands  to 
Edwin  Gray." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. . 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Thursday  next. 

A  bill,  "  to  establish  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Charles  Lewis,  in  the  county  of  Henrico;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  on  the  first  Thursday  in  May  next. 

A  bill,  "  directing  the  money  arising  from  the  sales  of  John  Brander's  estate,  to  be  paid  to  William  Gill;"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Edmondson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  'for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain 
certificates;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  (he  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Zane  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  to  authorise  certain  county  courts  to  levy  a  sum  ot 
money  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their 
consideration,  and  had  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

And  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Henderson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjusting  certain 
public  claims;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
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Mr.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  concerning  the  legion  under  tlie  command 
of  Colonel  Dabney  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  'for  defending  and  protecting 
the  trade  of  Chesapeake  Bay;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  for- 
mer act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  executions  on  certain  judgments,  until  December,  1783;"  and  the  same  was  re- 
ceived and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Air.  Tazewell  reported,  from  the  comtnitlee  to  whom  the  bill  "  concerning  surveyors,"  was  committed,  that  tho 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments 
thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  establish  spiritual  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases,  in  the  High 
Court  of  Chancery;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  a  letter  from  the  Honorable  Cyrus  Griffin ;  and  also,  several  petitions  and  resolutions  to  them  re- 
ferred, and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  tlie 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

L  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  oftkii  committee,  That  the  warrants  granted  the  said  Cyrus  Grifhn,  for  the  sum 
of  3,258  dollars,  being  for  arrears  of  pay  due  him,  whilst  representing  this  State  in  Congress,  ought  to  be  receivable 
in  taxes,  or  paid  by  the  treasurer  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  civil  hst. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Buckner,  setting  forth,  that  in 
the  year  1781,  he  was  engaged  by  Baron  Steuben,  as  well  to  carry  some  despatches  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 
Jo  the  commanding  officer  of  a  presumed  French  fleet,  which  had  anchored  in  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake,  as  to  act  as 
a  pilot  on  board  the  same;  that  he  accordingly  took  charge  of  the  said  despatches  and  joined  the  said  fleet,  when  to  his 
great  mortification  he  found  them  lo  be  British,  and  commanded  by  Admiral  Arbiithnot;  that  he  was  carried  to  Eng- 
land, and  remained  in  jail  nearly  twelve  months;  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be 
allowed  G^.  per  day,  to  commence  the  IGth  of  March,  1781,  the  day  that  he  was  captured,  till  the  7th  day  of  March, 
1782,  the  day  that  he  returned  home;  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  charged  in  account  with  the  United  States. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Henry  Delony,  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
active  campaign  of  1781,  he  accepted  an  appointment  under  John  Brown,  late  commissary  general  of  provisions,  as 
his  deputy  in  the  county  of  Mecklenburg;  tliat  in  consequence  of  assurances  from  the  said  John  Brown,  that  regular 
ren)ittances  of  money  should  be  made  him,  he  has  made  himself  liable  for  the  payment  of  (504/.  12s.  0  l-2d.  to  seve- 
ral persons  employed  in  collecting  and  driving  beeves,  and  wagoning  flour  and  other  articles  to  the  army,  which  still 
remains  to  be  paid;  and  praying  that  provision  may  be  made  by  the  public  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  is  reasona- 
ble ;  and  that  the  accounts  of  the  several  persons  employed  by  the  petitioner  in  the  above  business,  ought  to  be  in- 
spected and  allowed  by  the  court  of  Claims,  in  the  county  where  the  said  services  were  performed,  and  transmitted 
to  the  auditors  for  certificates  to  issue  thereupon. 

4.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  David  Gray,  setting  forth,  that  by  an  act 
of  Assembly  passed  in  the  year  1780,  the  county  of  Rockbridge  was  to  furnish  a  wagon  and  team,  wiiich  he  procured, 
and  gave  his  bond  for  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money;  that  by  reason  of  the  frequent  drafts  of  liie  militia  from  the 
said  county,  the  lax  directed  by  the  said  act,  lo  be  levied  on  the  inhabitants  thereof  for  procuring  the  said  wagon  and 
team,  could  not  be  collected  till  the  paper  money  was  called  in  and  funded,  which  has  been  tenclered  in  discharge  of 
his  said  bond  and  refused  ;  and  praying  relief;  be  rejected. 

5.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Meade,  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
year  1780,  the  General  Assembly  passed  a  res(}lution  in  his  favor,  allowing  him  3/.  10s.  per  day,  for  services  by  him 
performed,  as  jailor  of  the  county  of  Bedlord;  that  the  total  sum  amounted  to  6,300/.  but  in  consequence  of  some 
mistake  made  in  the  report  from  the  Senate,  the  petitioner  was  allr)wed  only  0,000/.;  and  praying  that  the  deficiency 
may  be  paid  him,  is  reasonable;  aiul  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  4/.  for  the  same. 

6.  Resolucd,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Major  Alexander  Stuart,  praying  that  he 
may  be  allowed  pay  as  a  major  of  militia,  during  his  cajjiivity,  being  taken  a  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Guilford  com-t- 
hoiise;  and  also,  that  compeusaiion  may  be  made  him  for  two  horses,  and  iiis  arms,  which  were  taken  from  him  by  the 
enemy;  ought  to  be  referred  to  tiie  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

7.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Daniel  Jones,  praying  that  compensation 
may  be  made  him  for  a  mill  and  granary,  which  were  taken  from  him  in  liie  year  1781,  for  the  purpose  of  manufac- 
turing and  storing  flour  for  puljlic  service,  ami  whilst  in  that  service,  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy;  ougiil  to  be  re- 
ferred lo  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

8.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Leroy  Peachey,  setting  forth,  that  being 
(jounty  lieutenant  of  Richmond,  he  has  in  discharge  of  his  duty,  received  and  disbursed  considerable  sums  of  paper 
money ;  for  a  settlenient  of  which,  his  J^ccounts  and  vonchers  have  been  laid  before  the  auditors,  who  have  refused  to 
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settle  the  same,  unless  the  petitioner  would  agree  to  settle  by  the  scale  of  depreciation,  which  he  conceives,  would  iti 
many  instances  be  unjust,  and  praying  relief;  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

9.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  Robert  Crookshanks,  of  Col.  Lee's  legion,  in  consideration 
of  a  wound  which  he  has  received  whilst  a  soldier  in  the  continental  service,  ought  to  be  allowed  six  month's  pay  for 
his  present  relief;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent  in  acconnt  with  this  Commonwealth. 

10.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  ought  to  settle  the  pay 
roll  of  Capt.  Jolin  Darby's  company  ol  volunteers,  raised  in  the  county  of  Northampton  for  the  defence  tliereof,  and 
allow  each  volunteer  one  shilling  per  day  for  his  services. 

J 1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  pay  and  clothing  accounts  of  the  ofiicers  and  sol- 
diers, who  have  been  under  the  command  of  Genera!  Clarke  on  the  western  waters,  ought  not  to  be  settled  by  the  au- 
ditors of  public  accounts,  upon  oath  on]y. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  5th,  9th  and  10th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  de- 
sire their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  nominate  a  person  proper  to  be  ballotted  for,  as  a  delegate  to  represent  this  State  in 
Congress,  in  llie  room  of  Edmund  Randolph,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomson  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-da}^,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

The  House  accordingly,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonvvealth; 
and  alter  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and  had  come  to  several  reso- 
lulions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeih  : 

Whereas,  the  conduct  of  the  British  Ministry  strongly  evinces,  that  an  endeavor  to  create  dissentions  between  the 
good  people  of  these  United  States,  and  their  generous  Ally,  as  well  as  to  create  a  dislike  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
to  their  present  Government  and  Governors,  is  the  system  now  pursuing,  whereby  they  expect  to  effect  that  which 
ihey  have  long  since  been  satisfied  the  force  of  arms  could  not  accomplish ;  and  it  highly  behooves  the  representatives 
of  the  people  to  guard  against  such  attempts  in  their  beginning; 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  his  excellency  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed, 
to  use  his  utmost  vigilance  in  preventing  such  persons,  whose  suspicious  characters  cause  him  to  believe  them  secret 
emissaries  from  our  enemies,  from  coming  within  this  Commonwealth;  and  if  without  his  knowledge  such  persons 
gain  admittance,  that  he  forthwith  cause  such  persons  to  be  sent  out  of  the  same,  or  dealt  with  according  to  law; 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  no  person  having,  or  pretending  to  have,  a  commission  from  his  Britannic  Majesty 
to  treat  with  these  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  for  peace,  separate  from  our  great  Ally  his  most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty, ought  to  be  permitted  to  come  within  this  State,  either  by  land  or  water ;  and  that  the  Governor  take  such  mea- 
sures as  may  most  etlectually  prevent  the  same. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  our  delegates  in  Congress,  not  to  consent  to  open  a  commu- 
nication with  any  agent  or  minister  from  his  Britannic  Majesty,  upon  the  subject  of  a  peace,  separate  from  our  great 
Ally  the  King  of  France,  nor  unless  the  independence  of  America,  be  in  the  most  ample  manner  acknowledged  as  a  '''f^ 
preliminary  thereto. 

Whereas,  revolutions  in  States  which  end  in  a  dissolution  of  their  former  government  or  Constitution,  bear  no 
similarity  to  contests  between  independent  nations,  in  tthich  the  object  is  the  defence  and  support  of  their  constitutions 
and  governments;  inasmuch  as  in  the  former,  the  life,  liberty  and  property  of  the  individual  are  risked;  and  in  the 
latter  the  powers  and  rights  of  the  whole  community  in  their  political  capacity  are  hazarded; 

Resolved  therefore,  unanimously.  That  when  the  former  constitution  or  social  compact  of  this  country,  and  the  civil 
laws  which  existed  under  it  were  dissolved,  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  had,  through  necessity,  an  unquestionable  na- 
tural right  to  frame  a  new  social  compact,  and  to  admit  as  parlies  thereto,  those  only,  who  would  be  bound  by  the 
laws  of  the  majority;  and  consequently  as  no  individual  can  claim  immunities,  privileges  or  property  in  any  commu- 
nity but  under  the  laws  of  that  community,  so  all  those  who  were  members  of  the  former  government,  which,  and  its 
dependant  laws  have  been  dissolved,  abrogated  and  made  void,  cannot  have  legal  claim  to  any  immunity,  privilege  or 
property  under  our  present  constitution,  or  those  laws  which  flow  from  it,  if  they  were  not  parties  to  the  present  social 
compact  originally,  or  have  become  parties  by  the  subsequent  laws  thereof;        / 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  laws  of  this  State,  confiscating  property  held  under  the  laws  of  the  former  gov- 
ernment (which  have  been  dissolved  and  made  void.)  by  those  who  have  never  been  admitted  into  the  present  social  » 
compact,  being  founded  on  legal  principles,  were  strongly  dictated  by  that  principleof  common  justice,  which  demands,  ft 
that  if  virtuous  citizens,  in  defence  of  their  natural  and  constitutional  rights,  risk  their  life,  liberty  and  property  on 
their  success,  the  vicious  citizens,  who  side  with  tyranny  and  oppression,  or  who  cloak  themselves  under  the  mask  of 
neutrality,  should  at  least  hazard  their  property,  and  not  enjoy  the  benefits  procured  by  the  labors  and  dangers  of  those 
whose  destruction  they  wished; 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  all  demands  or  requests  of  the  British  Court  for  the  restitution  of  property  confis- 
cated by  this  State,  being  neither  supported  by  law,  equity  or  policy,  are  wholly  inadmissable;  and  that  our  delegates 
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in  Congress  be  instructed  to  move  Congress,  that  they  may  direct  their  deputies,  who  shall  represent  these  States  in 
the  General  Congress,  for  adjusting  a  peace  or  truce,  neither  to  agree  to  any  such  restitution,  or  submit  that  the  laws 
made  by  any  independent  State  of  this  Union,  be  subjected  to  the  adjudication  of  any  power  or  powers  on  earth. 

Resolved,  That  the  suspension  of  liie  act,  "  for  seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods  found  on  land,"  be  ta- 
ken ofl'from  and  after  the  first  daj'  of  January  next. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  last  resolution ;  and  that  Messrs.  Mann  Page,  and 
Mercer,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  P^age  do  carry  the  1st  and  2d  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  the  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
the  bills,  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  •  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  '  for  estab- 
lishing a  permanent  revenue,' into  one  act;"  "  for  equalizing  the  land  tax;"  " for  further  continuing  and  amending 
the  act,  'to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds;"  "lor 
regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies;"  and  "for  the  better  collecting  the  fees  due,  or  to  become  due  to  the  clerks  of 
the  Superior  Courts;"  be  revived. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  for  equalizing  the  land  tax;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Robert 
Wormeley  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  when  the 
House  should  think  proper  to  receive  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "to  establish  spiritual  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases,  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery;"  was  read  the  second 
lime,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  third  Thursday  in  May  next. 

A  bill,  "concerning  the  legion  under  the  command  of  Col.  Dabney;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  Messrs.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter,  Mann  Fage,  Mercer,  and  Richard  Henry  Lee. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act  'for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Thursday  next. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjusting  certain  public  claims  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Thursday  next. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  execu- 
tions upon  certain  judgments  until  December  1783;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  on  Thursday  next. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  "for  defending  and  protecting  the  trade  of  Chesapeake  Bay;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones :  ' 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  appoint  persons  to  convey  certain  lands  to  Edwin  Gray," 

>vith  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence   of  this  House  ;  also,  to  the  resolutions,  to  exempt 

f Benjamin  Haskins  from  paying  interest  on  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  for  taxes;  and  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot 

with  this  House,  to  the  choice  of  a  delegate  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  in  the  room  of  Edmund  Randolph, 

Esq.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Zane  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  hill,  "  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  militia  heretofore  called  into 
service,  in  cases  not  provided  for  by  law;"  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their 
consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  further  continuing  anil  amending  liie  act,  'to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics, 
and  persons  of  unsound  minds;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  accordhig  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through 
the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  t  •  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  bill,  with  tin;  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

I  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amcndn)ents  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "to  appoint  persons  to  convey  cer- 
tain lands  to  Edwin  Gray  ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  (Charles  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "to 
amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  'for  establishing  a  per- 
manent revenue,'  into  one  act;"  "for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies;"  "for  the  better  collecting  the  fees  due  or 
to  become  due  to  the  clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts;"  and  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  to  the 
officers  of  Civil  Government,"  being  read  ; 
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Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  18,  1782. 

t 

An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  surveyors;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  surveyors." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  incorporating  the  rector  and  trustees  of  Liberty  Hall 
Academy,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this. House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  defending  and  protecting  the  trade  of  Chesapeake  Bay;"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for  defending  and  protecting 
the  trade  of  Chesapeake  Bay." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.  hath  by  his  conduct,  induced  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  suspicions  respecting  his  friend- 
ship to  the  French  Alliance,  and  it  becomes  the  representatives  of  the  people,  at  all  times,  to  manifest  to  that  nation 
how  much  they  are  attached  to  their  Alliance ; 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.  be,  and  he  is  hereby  recalled  from  Congress ;  and  that  this  House  will, 
by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  proceed  to  the  choice  of  another  member,  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  until 
the  second  Monday  in  November  next,  in  the  place  of  the  said  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.  who  is  hereby  recalled. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Ayes  48  Noes  37 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Zane,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison ; 

Ordered,  That  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Everard  Meade,  John  Cunningham,  John  Talbot, 
Adam  Stephen,  Robert  Gilchrist,  John  Page,  jun.  Francis  Goode,  William  Smith,  Henry  Skipwith,  James  Pendle- 
ton, Robert  Boiling,  George  Booker,  Alexander  Henderson,  Charles  Broadwater,  William  Pickett,  George  Thomson, 
Alexander  White,  John  Page,  John  Shelton,  John  Payne,  James  Reid,  James  M'Craw,  Peter  Saunders,  William 
Norvell,  Josiah  Parker,  Edwin  Conway,  John  Heath,  jun.  John  Carter,  Robert  Sayres,  John  Watkins,  John  Bow- 
doin,  John  Hull,  John  Heath,  Benjamin  Porter,  John  Wilson,  Constant  Perkins,  Edmund  Ruffin,  William  Robinson, 
Robert  Wormeley  Carter,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Moore,  John  Rogers,  John  Taylor,  Mann  Page,  Charles  Carter, 
Richard  Lee,  Arthur  Campbell  and  Joseph  Prentis. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Thomas  Parramore,  William  *Cabell,  Robert  Clarke, 
Thomas  Madison,  William  Stith,  Robert  Adams,  jun.  William  Brown,  Joel  Watkins,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  French  ' 
Strother,  George  Wray,  John  Edinondson,  William  Gatewood,  Thomas  Smith,  George  Clendinnen,  John  Coleman, 
Nelson  Anderson,  jun.  Parke  Goodall,  George  Lyne,  Francis  Payton,  William  White,  William  Du-Val,  Henry 
Stokes,  Benjamin  Wilson,  Thomas  Newton,  Thomas  Matthews,  John  Holcombe,  James  Allen,  Thomas  Walke,  George 
Huston,  William  Nalle,  Isaac  Zane,  Taverner  Beale,  Thomas  Towles,  Edward  Harwood,  Cole  Digges  and  Henry 
Tazewell. 

Mr.  Edmondson  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  they  had  according 
to  order,  inspected  several,  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmondson  do  carry  the  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  inspection. 

The  House  proceeded,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  de- 
legate to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  until  the  second  Monday  in  November  next,  in  the  room  of  Edmund  Ran- 
dolph, Esq  who  hath  resigned;  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appoiiried, 
and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Cabell,  Thomson  and  Matthews,  were  appointed  a  committee,  to 
meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  and  jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom 
the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ciibell  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  committee  tiien  withdrew;  and  after  some  time,  returned  into  the  House,  and  reported,  that  they  had  accord-^tl 
ing  to  order,   met  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  ni  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  bal- 
lot boxes,  and  found  a  majority  in  favor  of  John  Francis  Mercer,  Esq. 

Mr.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  reported,  according  to  order,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  amend- 
ments made  yesterday,  to  dte  bill  "  for  equalizing  the  land  tax;"  which  he  read  in  his  plnce,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
T 
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Mr.  Mercer  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  repeal  part  of  ihe  act,  'for  seizure  and  condemnation  of 
British  goods  found  on  land ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  incorporatmg  tiie  rector  and 
trustees  of  Liberty  Hall  Academy  ;"   and  the  same  being  read,  were  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford: 
f         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  aerreed  to  (he  resolutions,  to  exonerate  George  Daniel  from  a  judgment  ob- 
tained against  him;  and  for  allowing  Charles  Gratiot  a  sum  of  money,  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  bill,  "to  repeal  part  of  the  act,  'for  seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods  found  ou  land;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  John  Francis  Mercer,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Staflbrd,  presented  to  the  House,  in  his  place,  the  follow- 
ing written  information,  with  the  names  of  the  informants  subjoined  thereto,  to  wit: 

"Tjjatit  was  the  public  conversation  in  Philadelphia,  that  there  is  a  Brithh  party  on  the  continent,  at  the  head 
of  which  are  Messrs.  Adams,  Lee  and  Lawrens." 

COL.  SAMUEL  GRIFFIN." 

"That  a  letter  was  intercepted  by  the  Compte  de  Vergennes  from  Dr.  Berkeiihout  to  Dr.  Lee,  to  the  following 
effect: 

"  Ymir  letters  have  done  great  things,  and  depend  on  it,  riches,  honors  and  dignities  await  your  family." 

Colonel  Griffin  has  not  seen  the  letter,  but  says  it  is  so  reported  in  Philadelphia. 

"  That  Dr.  Lee,  wlien  a  commissioner,  directed  his  public  letters  to  private  friends,  to  retain  what  part  and  pro- 
duce what  part  they  pleased  to  Congress. 

The  Honorable  MERIWETHER  SMITH, 
The  Honorable  JAMES  MERCER." 

"  That  the  Compte  de  Vergennes  wrote  the  French  Minister  in  America,  that  he  could  make  no  confidential  commu- 
nications to  our  commissioners,  for  he  could  not  distinguish  between  them  ;  and  he  suspected  Dr.  Lee  and  all  about  him." 

The  Honorable  iMERlWETHER  SMITH." 

And  the  said  information  being  read: 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  information  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill, 
'•to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  'for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties'  and  'for  establisiiing  a 
permanent  revenue'  into  one  act ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  i\Ir.  Robert 
Wormeley  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  considera- 
tion, and  had  made  a  further  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move 
the  House  for  leave  to  sit  asain. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  Itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 
'  The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 

Commonweahh;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies;"  "for  the  better  collecting  the  fees 
due,  or  to  become  due  to  the  clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts;"  and  "for  ascertaining  the  salaries  to  the  ofiicers  of  Civil 
government,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  19,   1782. 


,  An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  equalizing  the  land  tax;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 
An  engrossed  clause  was  olfercd  to  be  .added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder,  to  empower  the  Governor  and 
Council  to  supply  of  the  examiners,  by  death,  resignation  or  refusal  to  act;  and  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  read 
three  times  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder. 

And  on  the  question  being  put,  tiiat  the  said  bill  do  pass, 
I         It  was  resolved  in  the  aliirmative. 

Ayes  71  Noes  17 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Thomson,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Cabell; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  for  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  be  inserted  in  the 
Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Thomas  Parramore,  Everard  Meade,  Zachariah  Johnston, 
John  Cunningham,  Adam  Stephen,  Thomas  Lewis,  William  Stitli,  Robert  Gilchrist,  John  Page,  jun.  William  Green 
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Munford,  William  Smith,  Henry  Skipwith,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  French  Strother,  James  Pendleton,  Roi)ert  Bol- 
lin>4-,  William  Watkins,  George  Wray,  George  Kooker,  John  Ediiiondson,  William  Gatewood,  Alexander  Henderson, 
Charles  Broadwater,  William  Pickett,  Alexander  White,  John  Page,  Thomas  Smith,  John  Shelton,  John  Payne, 
James  Reid,  Nelson  Anderson,  jun.  Parke  Goodall,  Turner  Southall,  Peter  Saunders,  William  Norvell,  Josiah  Par- 
ker, Edwin  Conway,  John  Heath,  jun.  Francis  Peyton,  John  Carter,  Henry  Stokes,  Benjamin  Wilson,  Robt.  Sayres, 
John  Watkins,  Thomas  Newton,  Thomas  Matthews,  John  Bowdoin,  John  Hull,  John  Heath,  Benjamin  Porter,  John 
Wilson,  William  Ronald,  Edmund  Ruffin,  Thomas  Walke,  Arthur  Lee,  Robert  Wormeley  Carter,  James  Gordon, 
jun.  Andrew  Moore,  George  Huston,  William  Nalle,  Isaac  Zane,  Taverner  Beale,  John  Taylor,  Charles  Carter,  John 
Francis  Mercer,  Edward  Harwood,  Cole  Digges,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Richard  Lee,  Arthur  Campbell  and  Joseph 
Prentis. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Thomas  Walker,  William  Cabell,  John  Talbot,  Robert 
Clarke,  Charles  Patteson,  Robert  Adams,  jun.  William  Brown,  Joel  Watkins,  George  Thomson,  George  Clendin- 
nen,  John  Coleman,  William  White,  William  Du-Val,  Constant  Perkins,  John  Hoicombe,  James  Allen  and  Thomas 
Towles. 

Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  said  bill  be,  "  an  act,  for  equalizing  the  land  tax." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  do  carry  tiie  said  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  they 
are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.   Bassett: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  making  an  allowance  to  William  Buckner ;  for|A*> 
settling  the  pay  roll  of  Captain  John  Darby's  company  of  volunteers;  and  empowering  the  treasurer  to  receive  the 
warrants  granted  Cyrus  Gritfin,  Esq.  in  payment  of  taxes.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mr.  Sri:AKER, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "concerning  surveyors;"  and,  "to  amend  the  act,  '  foxjf 
defending  and  protecting  the  trade  of  Chesapeake  Bay;"  also,  to  the  resolutions  respecting  a  separate  peace.     Anda^P 
then  he  withdrew.  /' 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  '  to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  main- 
tenance of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 
Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  farther  continuing  and  amending  the  act, 
■  to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds." 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

3Ir.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  making  compensation  to  Robert  Crookshanks;|i^ 
also,  to  the  bill  "  lor  establishing  a  town   at  the  courthouse  in  the  county  of  Bedford,"  with  several  amendments,  to 
which  tliey  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  repeal  part  of  the  act,  'for  seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods  found  on  land;" 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  repeal  part  of  the  act,  'for  seizure  and  con-  ^ 
demnation  of  British  goods  found  on  land  "  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer  do  carry  tlie  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  Corpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
10  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and'  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  '  for  establishing  a 
permanent  revenue,'  into  one  act;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Mat- 
thews reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House 
should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 
A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  receive  from  the  commissioners,  the  monies  arising  from  the  sales  of 
the  Accomack  and  Diligence  gallies. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Prentis,  Thomas  Walker  and  Zachariah  Johnston,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue."  • 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  Colonel  White's  regiment,  and 
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Colonel  Posey's  delachment,  and  had  come  lo  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deli- 
vered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  John  Maj'o,  jun.  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commis- 
sioner of  the  Navy,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Newton,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned. 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  amend  the  act,  'for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia;"  "  to  amend  the 
act,  '  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  adjusting  certain  public  claims;"  "  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  executions  on  certain  judg- 
ments, until  December,  1783;"  "for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies  ;"  "for  the  better  collecting  the  fees  due,  or 
to  become  due  to  the  clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  ascertaining  the  salaries  to  the 
officers  of  the  civil  government,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofi'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  20,   1782. 


.'^^l' 


A  bill,  "concerning  the  appointment  of  sherifls;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
khe  third  time. 
i|k^         A  bill,  "for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  for  other  purposes;"  was  read 
•^the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  executions  upon  cer- 
tain judgments,  until  December,  1783;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Charles  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deli- 
vered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
4A|  Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  lime. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Bassett : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  agree  to  proceed  to-day,  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  to  the  choice  of  a  com- 
missioner of  the  Navy.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Elliey : 
^         Mr.  SpeaIvER, — The  Senate  recede  from  so  much  of  their  third  amendment  to  the  bill  "  for  incorporating  the 
^rector  and  trustees  of  Liberty  Hall  Academy,"   as  was  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  agree  to  the  amendments  made 
by  this  House  to  their  said  third  amendment;  also,  they  do  agree  to  the  bill  "  for  equalizing  the  land  tax,"  with  several 
amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and 
otliers  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jlobert  Wormeley  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  nominate  a  person  proper  to  be  ballotted-for  as  a  commissioner  of  the  Navy. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  coine  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  Assembly,  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  were  directed  to  grant  warrants 
to  certain  officers  of  the  Virginia  lines,  to  reimburse  them  their  reasonable  expenses,  whilst  attending  in  support  of  a 
memorial  by  them  presented  to  the  last  Assembly  ;  which  warrants  still  remain  to  be  paid; 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  treasurer  do  forthwitli  discharge  the  said  warrants  out  of  the  military  fund. 
And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  tlie  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  tiie  resohiiiou  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  tiie  Senate,  to  tiie  choice  of  a  commissioner 
of  the  Navy,  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oil"  till  to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  connnittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 

Commonwealth;  also,  on  tlie  bills  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia;"  "to  amend  the  act, 

^    'for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates;"   "to  amend  the  act,  'for  adjusting  certain  public  claims;"  "for 

regulating   the  practice  of  Attornies;"  "  for  the  better  collecting  the  fees  due,  or  to  become  due  to  the  clerks  of  the 
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Superior  Courts;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil   qovernraent,'  beiuy 
read ; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  lill  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  21,  1782. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein 
filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  Corporation  of 
the  city  of  Richmond,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing 
of  executions  upon  certain  judgments,  until  December,  1783;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up.   . 

An  engrossed  clause  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder,  to  admit  the  settlers  on  certain 
grantees'  land?,  to  pay  the  principal  and  interest  of  their  purchase  money,  in  like  manner  with  other  debtors,  agreeable 
^o  the  said  act. 

And  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  read  three  times  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  HousC; 
to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder.  f 

And  then  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  Ayes         72  Noes         16 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Gordon,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  for  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  be  inserted  in  the 
Journal. 

The  nam.es  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Thomas  Parramore,  Thomas  Walker,  Everard  Meade, 
William  Cabell,  John  Talbot,  Robert  Clarke,  Adam  Stephen,  Thomas  Lewis,  William  Stith,  Charles  Patteson,  Ro- 
bert Adams,  jun.  Robert  Gilchrist,  John  Page,  jnn.  William  Green  Munford,  William  Smith,  Carter  Henry  Harrison, 
French  Strother,  James  Pendleton,  George  Wrav,  John  Edmondson,  William  Gatewood,  Alexander  Henderson,  Charles 
Broadwater,  William  Pickett,  David  Ross,  Alexander  White,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  John  Page,  Thomas  Smith, 
John  Shelton,  Jolm  Payne,  James  Reid,  George  Clendiunen,  John  Coleman,  Nelson  Anderson,  jun.  Parke  Goodall, 
Turner  Southall,  Peter  Saunders,  William  Norvell,  George  Lyne,  Edwin  Conway,  John  Heath,  jun.  Francis  Peyton, 
William  White,  William  Du-Val,  Henry  Stokes,  Benjamin  Wilson,  John  Watkins,  Thomas  Matthews,  John  Bowdoin, 
John  Heath,  Joim  Wilson,  Constant  Perkins,  John  Holcombe,  James  Allen,  Edmund  Ruffin,  William  Robinson,  Tho- 
mas Walke,  Arthur  Lee,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Nalle,  Isaac  Zane,  Taverner  Beate,  John  Taylor,  Mann  Page, 
Thomas  Towies,  Charles  Carter,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Edward  Harwood,  Cole  Digges,  Arthur  Campbell  and  Joseph 
Prentis. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Zachariah  Johnston,  John  Cunningham,  Joel  Watkins, 
William  Watkins,  George  Thomson,  James  M'Craw,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Josiah  Parker,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
Hull,  Benjamin  Porter,  Robert  Wormeley  Carter,  James  Gordon,  jun.  George  Huston,  Richard  Henry  Lee  and 
Richard  Lee. 

Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  said  bill  be,  "  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing 
of  executions  upon  certain  judgments,  until  December,  1783." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mr.  Speakkr, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  allowing  certain   sums  of  money  to  Peter  Poy%J^ 
llirass  and  Peter  Copland;  and  to  the  bills  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  'to  make  provision  for  the^ 
support  and   maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds  ;"  and   "  to  repeal  part  of  the  act,  '  for^ 
seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods  found  on  land,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House ;  also,  they  do  insist  on  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  for  equalizing 
the  land  tax."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on  by 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  equalizing  the  land  tax;"  and  the  same  being  read, 

Resolved.  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendment.  JVvt 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cliarles  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The   House   proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  repeal  part  of  the  act,  '  f^^ 
seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods  found  on  land ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  W^ 

U  ^ 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  to  vviiom  tlie  bili  "concerning  the  legion  under  the 
command  of  Col.  Dabney,"  was  committed,  that  the  coniniittee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their 
consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  cominittee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
sheir  consideration,  the  accounts  of  the  messengers  sent  for  delinquent  members,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  se- 
veral resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  bv  the  House,  as  foUoweth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  account  of  Anthony  Dunlavey  against  this  Common- 
wealth, amounting  to  8/.  2s.  for  riding  38(5  miles;  and  also,  the  account  of  Matthew  Pate  against  this  Commonwealth, 
amounting  to  4/.  10s.  3</.  for  riding  228  miles;  including  their  respective  expenses,  as  special  messengers  to  take  into 
their  custody  delinquent  members,  are  reasonable;  and  that  the  treasurer  ought  to  pay  the  same,  amounting  to  12/. 
I2s.  3<Z.  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  civil  list,  after  being  audited. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  sum  of  5/.  3s.  part  of  the  above  sum,  ought  to  be 
re-paid  into  the  treasury  by  the  following  members,  and  in  the  following  proportions,  to  wit:  Thomas  Moore,  Esq. 
•  the  sum  of  3/.  15s.  and  Simon  Frazier,  Esq.  the  sum  of  1/.  8s. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  Virginia  delegates  in 
Congress,  and  sundry  resolutions  of  that  body;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  a  statement  of  the  evidence  ta- 
ken on  the  inquiry  respecting  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland  ;  and  Mr.  Arthur 
Lee,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Prince  William;  and  the  same  being  read: 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  statement  of  evidence,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

The  House  then,  immediately  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth :  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  John  Page  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and  had  come  to 
several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  vv'here  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  infornialion  made  to  the  House  by  a  member  in  his 
seat,  respecting  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  a  member  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  was  fully  warranted  by  the  com- 
munication made  to  him  by  the  several  witnesses,  who  have  given  testimony  before  the  committee  of  Privileges  and 
Elections. 

Resolved  unanimously,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  no  part  of  the  communications  made  to  the 
said  member,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  evidence  before  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  does  in  any  man- 
ner touch  the  public  or  private  conduct  of  the  said  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  or  induce  the  most  distant  suspicion  of 
his  want  of  attachment  to  the  interests  of  his  country;  but  that  on  the  contrary,  this  committee  do  bear  testimony  to 
the  world,  that  the  uniform  rectitude  of  his  public  conduct  entitles  him  to  the  fullest  confidence,  and  warmest  appro- 
bation of  his  country. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner 
of  the  Navy;  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  the  act, 
'for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates ;" 
"to  amend  the  act,  'for  auditing  certain  public  claims;"  "for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies;"  "for  the  better 
collecting  the  fees  due,  or  to  become  due  to  the  clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  ascer- 
taining the  salaries  to  the  officers  of  Civil  government,"  being  read ; 
^^  Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft'  till  Monday  next. 
•7  And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  23,  1782. 


"  TOr 


A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  respecting  retribution  for  confiscated  property;  also, 
giving  certain  powers  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  for  other  purposes,  with  several  amend- 
ents,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith^ 

An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  the  lepjion  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Dabney ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  the  legion  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Dabney." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Worrneley  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  » I 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  much  inconvenience  doth  arise  from  the  mode  heretofore  adopted  by  the  committee  appointed  to  burn 
and  destroy  the  paper  money,  emitted  by  this  State ; 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  committee  appointed  to  burn  the  paper  money,  be  directed  and  empowered  to 
feurn  the  same  as  it  may  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  without  any  discrimination  of  the  diflerent  emissions;  and  that  for 
their  services,  each  member  of  the  committee  attending  on  this  business,  shall  receive  and  be  paid  the  sum  of  ten  shil- 
lings per  day. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prenlis  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  respecting  the  accounts  of  Oliver  Pollock,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Oliver  Pollock,  respecting  his  claim  against  this  State;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Solicitor,  enclosing  a  state  of  the  public  taxes;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs,"  with  an  amend- 
ment, to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew.  ^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to.  Jm 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Mercer  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewiio. 

Mr.  Talbot  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  examined  and  compared  the  same,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth: 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  treasury  have,  according  to  order,  carefully  examined 
and  compared  the  same  with  their  proper  vouchers,  from  t!ie  13th  April,  1782,  to  the  30th  November  following,  in- 
clusive; by  which  it  appears  that  Jacquelin  Arnbler,  Esq.  treasurer,  has  received  within  those  periods  in  specie,  specie 
warrants  and  certificates  and  cominutable  articles,  to  the  amount  of  99,048/.  5^.  6  3-4(/.,  on  various  accounts;  it 
appears  also,  that  he  has  disbursed  to  the  amonnt  of  (31,583/.  8*.  5  3-4rf.,  which  leaves  a  balance  of  37,464/.  17s.  Id. 
now  resting  in  the  treasury,  chiefly  in  commutable  articles,  to  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  State  in  the  next  account. 
It  also  appears,  that  very  considerable  sum^  of  paper  money  have  been  received  and  disbursed  within  the  aforesaid 
periods,  and  that  very  large  quantitits  now  remain  in  the  treasury;  but  your  committee  not  having  sufficient  time  for 
examining  the  paper  money  acc:)unt  fully,  and  ascertaining  what  still  remains  in  the  treasury,  have  referred  the  same 
to  a  future  settlement.  The  accounts  appear  to  have  been  fairly  and  properly  stated,  and  accurately  kept ;  your  com- 
mittee having  discovered  two  inconsiderable  errors  only,  one  of  four  pence  against,  and  one  of  two  pence  in  favor  of 
the  State,  which  are  duly  rectified ;  but  for  a  more  clear  explanation,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  general 
account  annexed. 

DR.         The  Public  Treasury,  from  the  loth  of  April,  1782,  to  the  30th  of  November,  1782,  both  inclusive. 
To  Land  Office,  per  account,  ...  Folio 

Officers  of  the  customs,  422/.  13s.  3  l-4d. 

Do.     by  virtue  of  revenue  act,  1,415/.  16s.  Id. 
Clerks  of  counties, 
Eschealors, 

Sheriffs,         -  -  .  . 

Inspectors  of  tobacco,  (rents,)  254/.  3s.  7  l-2d. 

Ditto        tax  on  tobacco  exported,  466/.  Is.  1  o-4d. 
Agent  for  sale  of  coramutables, 

Sundries,        -  -  -  . 

Error  in  extending  folio  26, 


2, 

£    314 

0 

0 

6, 

1,838 

9 

4  1-4 

13, 

17, 
27, 

6,400 
89,210 

4 

8. 

12 

9 
2  1-2 

8  3-4 

31, 

720 

4 

9  1-4 

35, 
37, 

290 
273 

11 
13 

6 

11 

4 

£  99,048 

5 

6  3-4 
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CR.         The  Public  Treasury,  from  the  ISlh  of  April,  1782,  to  the  30th  of  JVovemher,  1782,  both  inclusive. 

By  disbursements  per  account,  ...  Folio  12,         j£  61,583     8     33-4 

Error  in  extending  folio  26.  .  _  _  2 

Balance  to  new  account,  -  -  -  .  37,464  17     1 


l« 


£  99,048     5     6  3-4 


Errors  Excepted. 


J.  AMBLER,  Treasurer. 


On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer's  accounts  do  pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Talbot  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Walker  reported,  trom  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der, had  under  their  consideration  the  information  respecting  Mr.  James  M'Craw,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed 
upon  a  report  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

John  Amenet  being  sworn,  said,  that  he  heard  the  same  said  James  .M'Craw  say  God  bless  the  King,  and  here's 
his  health;  that  he  damned  the  Congress  for  a  pack  of  damned  knaves  and  fools;  and  as  well  as  he  recollects,  the  said 
M'Craw  damned  the  legislative  bodies  on  the  continent,  damned  every  man  in  office,  and  wished  he  had  power  to 
dethrone  God,  as  he,  the  said  M'Craw,  had  ambition  enough  to  sit  judge  himself;  the  deponent  being  interrogated,  said 
fhat  the  said  James  M'Craw  was  at  that  time  a  stranger  and  unknown  to  him. 

Richard  Booker  being  sworn,  said,  that  being  in  company  with  the  said  James  M'Craw,  at  Pocahontas,  in  the 
county  of  Chesterfield,  he  asked  the  said  M'Craw,  if  the  militia  ol'  Halifax  county  had  marched  to  Hillsborough  to 
Wioin  Gen.  Stevens,  who  replied  no,  they  were  fools  if  they  did;  that  the  said  M'Craw  afterwards  said,  that  as  a  sheriff, 
''he  had  been  a  rogue,  but  as  an  individual,  as  honest  as  any  man;  that  the  said  iVE'Craw,  abused  the  Supreme  powers, 
drank  health  to  the  King,  and  after  a  pause,  said  there  were  many  Kings,  the  King  of  Heaven,  and  that  he  had  am- 
bition enough  to  dethrone  the  Almighty,  and  sit  judge  himself;  the  deponent  being  interrogated,  said  that  he  never 
saw  the  said  M'Craw  before  the  uttering  of  the  above  expressions,  and  that  he  believed  him  to  be  sober,  and  in  his 
proper  senses  tit  the  time. 

Robert  Armistead  being  sworn,  said,  that  the  said  James  M'Craw,  came  into  a  house  at  Pocahontas,  where  the 
deponent  was  with  others;  that  after  some  conversation,  the  said  James  M'Craw  damned  the  Governor  and  Council, 
damned  Gen.  Washingion  and  Congress ;  drank  health  to  the  King ;  damned  himself  if  lie  had  not  ambition  enough 
to  dethrone  God,  and  sit  judge  himself.;  that  while  the  old  government  stood,  if  he  got  two  shillings  and  six  pence, 
he  knew  the  value  of  it,  but  now  money  was  of  no  value;  the  deponent  being  interrogated,  said  that  the  said  M'Craw 
was  sober  and  in  his  proper  senses,  and  that  he  had  never  seen  him  before. 

George  Robinson  being  sworn,  said,  that  he  was  in  company  with  the  said  James  M'Craw,  at  Pocahontas,  in  the 
county  of  Chesterfield,  on  the  14th  day  of  June,  1780,  when  the  said  M'Craw  drank  health  to  the  King,  and  dam- 
nation to  every  legislative  body  ;  that  he,  the  said  M'Craw,  wished  he  had  power  to  dethrone  God  himself,  that  he 
might;  sit  judge  himself  for  that  he  had  rather  judge,  than  be  judged ;  the  deponent  being  interrogated,  said,  that  he 
never  saw  the  said  James  M'Craw  before  that  day. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Mr.  Coleman,  that  lie  has  been  acquainted  with  the  said 
James  M'Craw  8  or  9  years,  that  near  all  that  time,  the  said  M'Craw  acted  as  deputy  sherifl'  in  the  county  of  Hali- 
fax, and  gave  general  satisfaction  in  that  office  ;  that  he  is  much  approved  by  his  neighbors  ;  and  that  the  informant 
always  believed  him  to  be  a  good  whig,  and  never  iieard  his  attachment  to  the  American  interest  disputed  ;  that  when 
General  Greene  retreated  to  Virginia,  and  came  to  Halifax  courthouse,  the  said  M'Craw,  with  the  deputy  clerk,  applied 
to  the  informant  to  know  what  should  bo  done  with  the  records  ;  and  Mr.  M'Craw  said,  that  if  he  would  give  him  a 
warrant  and  guard,  he,  the  said  M'Craw,  would  undertake  to  secure  them  from  the  enemy  if  they  crossed  Dan  river ; 
that  the  informant  gave  him  a  warrant  and  guard,  and  he,  the  said  James  M'Craw,  removed  the  records,  took  care  of 
them,  and  returned  them,  when  the  enemy  left  the  county  ;  the  informant  being  asked,  whether  the  said  James  M'Craw 
shewed  a  forwardness  at  that  time,  replied  he  thought  lie  did. 

It  also  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Mr.  Joel  Watkins,  that  he  has  been  acquainted 
.  with  the  said  James  M'Craw  1,5  or  16  years;  that  he  never  he  ird  his  principles,  with  respect  to  his  attachment  to  the 
American  cause,  called  in  question;  and  that  so  far  as  the  informant  knows,  the  said  James  M'Craw  is  generally  res- 
pected by  his  acquaintances. 

That  it  also  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Capt.  Tarpley  White,  that  the  said  James  M'Craw 
had  assisted  him  in  recruiting  men  for  the  regular  service;  and  in  the  year  1776,  assisted  him  also,  when  the  weather 
was  very  bad,  in  apprehending  seven  deserters  ;  the  informant  being  interrogated,  said,  he  believed  the  said  James 
M'Craw  to  be  a  good  whig. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  from  the  evidences  which  have  been  examined  before  them, 
the  information  against  Mr.  James  M'Craw,  a  member  from  the  county  H:difax,  is  so  far  proved  as  to  render  it  neces- 
sary in  support  of  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  of  the  character,  purity,  and  immaculacy, 
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that  the  representatives  of  the  people  should  ever  retain,  that  the  said  James  M'Craw  be  expelled  from  his  seat  in  the 
House  of  Delegates. 

The  Houjfi  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  for  allowing  Charles  Gratiot  a 
sum  of  money;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ricliard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  a  town  in  thecountv  ^^ 
of  Bedford;"  and  the  same  being  read,  was  disagreed  to.  "     W 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  made  by  tiie  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  the  bill  "  to 
amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  'for  establishing  a  per- 
manent revenue,'  into  one  act ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  some  amended  and  agreed  to;  but 
there  not  being  sufficient  time  to  go  through  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  amendments  be  postponed,  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  adhere  to  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the  resolution,  for  al-_^ 
lowing  Charles  Gratiot  a  sum  of  money ;  also,  they  do  recede  from  their  amendment,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  theM. 
bill  "  for  establishing  a  town  in  Bedford."     And  then  he  withdrew.  jP 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner 
of  the  Navy;  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  stale  of  the  Commonwealth  ; 
also,  on  the  bills  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  calling 
in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates;"  "to  amend  the  act,  '  for  auditing  several  public  claims;"  "for  regulating  the 
practice  of  Attornies  ;"  "  for  the  better  collecting  the  fees  due,  or  to  become  due  to  the  clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts;'" 
and  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  ascertaining  the  salaries  to  the  officers  of  civil  government,"  being  read; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock.  * 


TUESDAY,  December  24,   1782. 


Mr.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  examined  several,   and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wilhani  Watkins  do  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  by  an  act,  "  for  providing  more  effectual  funds  for  the  redemption  of  certificates  granted  the  officers  and 
soldiers  raised  by  this  State,"  it  is  enacted,  "that  all  persons  having  claims  to  any  part  of  the  lands  appropriated  for 
the  benefit  of  the  said  officers  and  soldiers,  be  required  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  transmit  authenticated  vouchers 
of  the  same  to  the  War  Office,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next;  and  if  any  person  having  such  claim  shall  be 
without  the  State,  he  shall  transmit  the  same,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next,  following;"  and  whereas,  from 
a  failure  in  the  publication  of  the  laws,  the  above  recited  clause  may  remain  unknown,  to  many  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers,  who  are  entitled  to  lands  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  whereby  the  attainment  of  their  just  and  equitable  rights 
may  become  exceedingly  difficult; 

Resolved,  That  all  claims  whatever,  of  officers  and  soldiers  or  their  representatives,  to  lands  engaged  to  them  by 
the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  may,  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war,  be  certified  to  the  Governor 
and  Council,  and  by  him,  to  the  register  of  the  Land  Office,  who  may  issue  warrants  for  the  same;  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary thereof  notwithstanding. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cabell  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,   and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  Speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills: 

"  An  act,  to  repeal  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  respecting  the  commissioner  of  the  War  Office,  and  the  com- 
mercial agent. 

"  An  act.  to  indemnify  Certain  persons  in  suppressing  a  conspiracy  against  this  State." 

"  An  act,  concerning  the  two  legions  raised  by  this  State." 

"An  act,  to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of  British  subjects  into  this  State." 

"An  act,  to  establish  a  town  at  the  courthouse  in  the  county  of  Greenbrier." 

"An  act,  to  authorise  the  adjournment  of  the  courts  of  Henrico,  and  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  in  certain  cases." 

"  An  act,  to  secure  the  estate  of  Maurice  Wheeler  to  Lettice  Wheeler,  his  wife,  and  four  children." 

"An  act,  concerning   pensioners." 

"An  act,  to  sell  certain  lands  belonging  to  the  estate  of  William  Kennon,  deceased,  for  the  benefit  of  his  children." 

"An  act,  to  vest  certain  escheatable  property  in  the  children  of  Willinm  Short,  deceased." 

"  An  act,  concerning  the  titles  of  settlers  on  lands  surveyed  for  sundry  companies." 
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The  House  pi-oceeded  further  to  consirier  the  amendments,  made  by  the   committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  the 
bill  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  A.sseinbly,  '  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  '  for  establish- 
ing a  permanent  revenue,'  into  one  act;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  amended  and  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee  : 
»         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  burning  paper  money;  and  for  paj'ing  a  sum  of 
money  to  Anthony  Dunlavey  and  Matthew  Pate;  and  directing  Thomas  Moore  and  Simon  Frazier,  to  pay  money  into 
the  treasury  ;  also,  they  have  examined  several  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  they  are  signed 
by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a 
former   act,    as    suspends    the  issuing  of  executions  upon  certain  judgments,   until  December,    1783,"    with   several 
amendments,   to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Stevens  : 

Mit.    Spkaker, — The    Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  concerning  the  legion  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
abney,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  . 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an 
act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  executions  upon  certain  judgments,   until   Decem- 
ber,  1783  ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  a  free  conference  be  desired  with  the  Senate,  to-morrow,  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  amend- 
ments ;  and  that  Mr.  Mercer  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Cliarles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "  directing 
the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  John  Brander's  estate,  to  be  paid  to  William  Gill,"  was  committed,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto, 
•\vhich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  aftenvards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  resolution  respecting  the  sales  of  the  Accomac  and  Diligence 
gallics  ;  and  the  memorial  of  Charles  Dick  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Whereas,  James  Henry,  Thomas  Bayley  and  James  Arbuckle,  Esquires,  were  appointed  to  sell  the  Accomac 
4nd  Diligence  gallies  in  the  year  1781,  which  was  accordingly  done,  for  paper  money  then  current;  and  the  said 
Thomas  Bayley,  was  prevented,  by  the  difficulty  and  danger  in  crossing  the  Bay,  from  lodging  in  the  treasury,  until 
the  month  of  September  last,  the  money  by  him  received,  amounting  to  8,792/.  2s.  ;  and  it  appearing  that  the  money 
so  lodged  by  the  said  Thomas  Bayley,  is  the  identical  money  by  him  received ; 

Resolved,  therefore,  thut  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  receive  the  said  sum 
of  8,792L  2s.  in  part  of  the  sales  of  the  aforesaid  gallies,  and  grant  receipts  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  memorial  of  Charles  Dick,  setting  forth,  that  he  has 
for  some  time  past,  been  employed  as  the  director  of  the  Public  Manufactory,  at  the  town  of  Fredericksburg;  that  the 
petitioner  is  not  mentioned  in  the  appropriation  law,  and  therefore  cannot  receive  payment  for  his  services,  and  pray- 
ing relief,  is  reaosnable  ;  and  that  the  petitioner  whilst  acting  in  his  present  capacity,  ought  to  be  considered  as  apper- 
taining to  the  civil  list,  and  ought  to  be  paid  as  such. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  directing  the  auditors  to' 
liquidate  the  accounts  nf  Thaddey  Kelley;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agi-eed  to. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That,  to-morrow,  as  soon  as  the  Speaker  takes  the  chair,  the  names  of  the  members  of  this  House  be 
called  over. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner 
of  the  Navy;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealih;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'for 
calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  auditing  certain  accounts  of  public  claims;" 
'•for  regulating  the  piactice  of  Altornies;"  "for  the  better  collecting  the  lees  due,  or  to  become  due  to  the  clerks  of 
the  Superior  Coiuts;"  antl  "  to  amend  the  act, 'for  ascertaining  the  salaries  to  the  officers  of  civil  government," 
being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  ilie  same  he  put  ofi'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


*  «1 

WEDNESDAY,  December  25,  17bi. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "directing  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  John  Brander's  estate,  to  be  paid  to  William 
Gill ;"  was  read  the  third  time 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  directing  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of 
John  Brander's  estate,  to  be  paid  to  William  Gill." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Edmondson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  appropriating  the  public  revenue;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  a  bill,  "to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on 
all  prizes,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States;"  and  that  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay  to  the  directors  of  the  public  buildings,  the  sum  of  361.  3s.  6d.  the  amount  of 
the  expense  for  repairs  done  to  the  Assembly  rooms,  out  of  any  money  in  his  hands. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  tliereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  oblige  the  delinquent  counties  within  this  Common- 
wealth, to  make  their  deficiencies  of  men,  clothing,  specifics  and  other  necessaries,  for  the  support  of  the  army;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  adhered  to  by 
the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  for  allowing  Charles  Gratiot  a  sum  of  money;  and  the  same  being  read; 
Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

An  engros-sed  bill,  "to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  militia,  heretofore  called  into  service,  in  cases  not  provided  for  b} 
law;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  militia,  heretofore  called 
into  service,  in  cases  not  provided  for  by  law." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Zane  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  % 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates  ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Robert  Wormeley  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and 
also  on  all  prizes,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Stales;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  lime,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "for  appropriating  the  public  revenue;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  con^L^ 
mittee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow.  ^^ 

A  bill,  "to  oblige  the  delinquent  counties  within  this  Commonwealth,  to  make  good  their  deficiencies  of  men, 
clothing,  specifics,  and  other  necessaries,  for  the  support  of  the  army;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

.Mr.  Arthur  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  to  the  delegates  of  this  State  in 
Congress,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  prepared  the  same,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Whereas,  brass  field  pieces  and  howitzers,  are  immediately  necessary  for  the  mililia  of  this  State,  and  it  is  under- 
stood, that  it  v/ill  be  advantageous  to  the  United  States,  to  exchange  such  field  pieces  and  howitzers  for  heavy  artillery, 
the  delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  are  hereby  empowered  and  instructed,  to  negotiate  an  exchange 
with  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  of  heavy  cannon  for  such  field  pieces  and  howitzers,  with  their  carriages  and 
accoutrements  complete  ;  and  when  they  have  obtained  them,  to  concert  with  the  Executive  of  this  State  the  most  im- 
mediate and  efiectual  means  of  forwarding  them  to  Virginia ;  and  the  Executive  are  desired  to  transmit  to  our  dele- 
gates a  list  of  such  brass  twenty-four  and  twelve  pound  cannon  as  belong  to  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of  sucii  ex- 
change;  and  also  of  such  heavy  iron  ordnance  as  can  be  spared  from  the  necessary  defence  of  the  State,  by  land  and 
by  water. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  do  carry  the  said  instructions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
The  orders  of  ihe  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner 
ot  the  Navy  ;  also,  for  the  House  lo  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Comnion- 
wealih;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  the  act,  '  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia  ;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  au- 
diting certain  public  claims;"  "for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies ;"  "for  better  collecting  tiie  fees  due,  or  t,(i' 
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become  due  to  tlie  clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts ;"  and,  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  to  the  ofli- 
cers  of  civil  government,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  Houso  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,    10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  26,   1782. 


ft 


An  erig'rossed  bill,  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,' 
and  'for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,'  into  one  act ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

An  engrossed  clause  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder,  for  sequestering  into  the  hands  oi 
the  public,  the  quit-rents  of  the  proprietorship  of  the  Northern  Neck;  and  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  read  three 
times  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assem- 
bl\',  '  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  '  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,'  into  one  act." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  do  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Mr.  David  Mason,  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Sussex,  respecting  his  receiving  a  protection  from  the  British  army  on  the  19th  of  May,  1781  ; 
and  also,  his  conduct  during  the  time  the  enemy  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Petersburg. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates  ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for  calling  in  and  redeeming 
certain  certificates." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmondson  do  -carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  be  authorised  and  directed,  to  order  into  the  hands  of  such  person  or  persons,  as 
ey  may  think  proper,  the  monies  arising  under  the  law  passed  last  session,  for  raising  this  State's  quota  of  troops,  on 
continental  establishment,  from  the  respective  county  lieutenants,  and  those  who  have  not  met  with  success  in  recruit- 
ing ;  and  to  vest  such  sums  as  may  appear  expedient,  in  the  hands  of  such  persons  (taking  proper  security  for  the 
same)  as  in  their  opinion  may  carry  the  purpose  of  the  said  law  into  more  effectual  execution:  Provided  always,  that 
measures  be  taken  by  the  Executive,  for  the  receipt  of  the  money  from  the  county  lieutenants,  in  their  respective 
counties. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  declaring  that  the  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
to  land,  may  at  any  time  during  the  present  war,  be  certified  to  the  Executive,  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford  : 
'^       Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  instructions  to  our  delegates  in  Congress;  also,  to  the  bill  "to 
iregulate  the  pay  of  the  militia  heretofore  called  into  service,  in  cases  not  provided  for  by  law,"   with  several  amend- 
ments, to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  be  desired  to  supply  the  commissioners  of  the  Navy 
with  arms,  ammunition,  or  any  other  public  stores,  useful  in  fitting  vessels  for  the  defence  of'Chesapeake  Bay. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  tlie  Senate  by  Mr.  Ell/-ey : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  agree  to  the  free -conference,  desired  by  this  House,  on  the  subject  matter  of  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  "entitled  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act  as  sus- 
pends the  issuing  of  executions  upon  certain  judgments,  until  December  1783;"  and  have  appointed  managers  on  the 
part  o(  their  House,  who  are  now  attending  in  the  conference  chamber.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Mercer,  Cabell,  Lyne,  Thruston,  and  Charles  Carter,  be  appointed  managers  on  the  part 
of  this  House  ;  and  that  they  do  immediately  withdraw  to  meet  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  in  the  confer- 
ence chamber. 

The  managers  then  withdrew;  and  after  some  time,  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  met  the  managers  on  the  pan  of  the  Senate,  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  fully  discussed  in  Iree  con- 
ference, the  subject  matter  of  the  amendments  to  the  bill  "eDiiilcd  an  act,  lo  amend  an  act,  eniilled  'an  act,  to  re- 
peal so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  executions  upon  certain  judgments,  until  December  1783; 
and  having  heard  the  reasons  of  the  managers  of  the  Senate  on  behalf  of  their  House,  in  support  of  the  said  amend- 
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ments,  had  urged  reasons  on  behalf  of  this  House,  in  opposition  thereto,  which  reasons  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
thp  Senate,  had  promised  to  report  to  their  House,  and  to  communicate  to  this  House  by  message,  the  result  of  the 
Senate's  further  proceedings  therein. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  insist  on  their  5th,  11th  and  12th  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the 
bill  entitled  "  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of 
executions  upon  certain  judgments,  until  December,  1783;"  and  recede  Irom  all  the  other  amendments  disagreed  to 
by  this  House,  to  the  said  bill.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments,  and  the  same  being  read  ; 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments;  and  do  agree  to  thejj^ 
same.  /' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia  ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  tmder  consi- 
deration, and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  public  printer,  do  immediately  strike  two  hundred  copies  of  the  act,  "concerning  pensioners;" 
and  of  an  extract  of  the  act,  "  for  equalizing  the  land  tax,"  as  respects  the  appointment  and  duty  of  the  commissioners. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner 
of  the  Navy  ;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole'House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  Stales ;"  "  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue ;"  "  to  oblige  the  delinquent  counties  within  this  Common- 
wealth, to  make  good  their  deficiencies  of  men,  clothing  and  specifics,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  army  ;"  ^^ 
"  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  auditing  certain  public  claims  ;"  "  for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies ;"  "  for  the  better  H 
collecting  the  fees  due,  or  to  become  due  to  the  clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  ascer-  " 
taining  the  salaries  to  the  officers  of  civil  government,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  27,  1782. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
she  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

An  engrossed  clause  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder ;  _^ 

And  the  said  engrossed  clause,  being  read  three  times  was,  on  the  question   put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  jK 
House,  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  regulating  and  disciplin- 
ing the  militia." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  Naval  officers  to  receive  the  duties  in  their  seve- 
ral districts;"  and  that  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Prentis  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  make  report  of  such  debts  as  ought  to  be 
paid  in  the  commercial  agent's  department,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

1  The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  come  to  several  resolu- 
tions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  That  the  accounts  of  Oliver  Pollock,  be  liquidated  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive, 
upon  the  settlement  made  by  their  commissioners,  Sampson  Matthews  and  Meriwether  Smith,  Esquires,  and  paid  in  the 
manner  following:  10,000  dollars  immediately;  and  certificates  passed  for  the  remainder  of  his  accounts,  bearing  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  to  wit:  10,000  dollars  payable  1st  day  of  January,  1784;  and  10,000  dollars  paya- 
ble 1st  January,  1785;  and  the  balance  in  certificates,  payable  in  four  years  from  the  date  thereof:  Provided,  that  the 
issuing  of  certificates  for  one  half  of  the  amount  of  the  said  accounts,  be  postponed,  until  the  said  Oliver  Pollock  finds 
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Bitclj  sufficient  security  as  may  be  approved  of  by  the  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Congress,  for  the  Indemni- 
fication of  tiie  States  from  any  demands  for  the  bills  drawn  by  him  on  Penette,  De  Costa,  Freres  and  Company. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  authorised  and  required,  to  receive  from  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  any 
sum  of  continental  money  at  the  rate  of  five  hundred  for  one,  and  to  grant  certificates  payable  in  sis  years,  with  an 
interest  of  six  per  centum,  for  which  tiiis  Assembly  will  provide  funds  for  the  punctual  payment  of;  and  that  he  do 
receive  from  any  person  indebted  to  the  public  in  paper  money,  payment  in  the  same  money,  at  the  like  rate,  for  the 
balance  due  when  reduced  to  specie,  agreeable  to  the  scale  of  depreciation. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
I  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

'\  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  empower  tlie  Naval  officers  to  receive  the 
duties  in  their  several  districts;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

A  bill,  "  to  empower  the  Naval  officers  to  receive  the  duties  in  their  several  districts ;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  act,  'for  auditing  certain  public  claims;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their 
consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for 
ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  '  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,'  into  one  act;"  also,  to  the  bill  "to 
amend  the  act,  'for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  mihtia,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  empower  the  Naval  ofiicers  to  receive  the  duties  in  their  several  districts ;"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  empower  the  Naval  officers  to  receive  the  du- 
ties in  their  several  districts." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Peyton  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  revive  and  amend  '  an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and 
collecting  certain  officers  fees,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  revive  and  amend  '  an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers  fees,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned;"  was  read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  militia, 
'heretofore  called  into  service,  in  cases  not  provided  for  bylaw;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Zane  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolutions,  respecting  the  claims  of  the 
officers  to  lands;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cabell  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  connnittee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  appropriating  the  public  revenue;"  and  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Charles  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  aprain  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth  : 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  (his  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Elias  Tintant  Beauregard,  praying  to  be 
reimbursed  by  the  puhlic,  the  sum  of  42,000  dollars,  by  him  advanced,  for  supplying  the  troops  under  the  command 
of  Lieut.  Col.  Montgomery,  ought  to  be  referred  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  settle. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinoinof  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Banks,  setting  forth,  that  in  con- 
sideration of  a  wound,  which  he  received  whilst  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  this  Commonwealth,  tin-  Assembly  did  in 
the  month  of  December,   lltiO,  grant  him  an  allowance  of  300/    which  remains  still  to  be  paid ;  and  praying  that 
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the  auditors  may  be  empowered  to  audit  the  said  allowance,  and  grant  him  a  warrant  in  specie  for  tlie  same,  agreea- 
ble to  tlie  scale  of  depreciation  ;  is  reasonable. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Steplien  Terry,  praying'  relief,  in  con- 
sideration of  a  wound  which  he  received  whilst  a  soldier  in  the  continental  service,  is  reasonable ;  and  tiiat  the  peti- 
tioner ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  and  the  same  allowance  made  him  as  are  allowed  to  other  wounded 
soldiers. 

4.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Alexander  Kilpatrick,  setting  forth, 
that  he  was  appointed  jailer  of  the  county  of  Augusta,  in  the  year  1779,  and  continued  to  act  until  the  month  of 
November,  1781,  durmg  which  time  he  hath  sustained  great  loss  by  the  insufficiency  of  the  fees  to  support  the  pri- 
soners, and  praying  rel*ef;  ought  to  be  referred  until  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

5.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Samuel  Hunt,  praying  that  an  allowance 
may  be  made  him  by  the  public,  in  consideration  of  a  wound  which  he  received  at  the  battle  of  the  VVaxsaws,  whilst 
a  soldier  in  the  continental  service;  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

6.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  tobacco,  at  Hobb's 
Hole,  setting  forth,  that  the  warehouses  at  the  said  inspection,  have  been  twice  broken  open  without  the  default  of  the 
petitioners,  and  certain  tobacco  stolen  thereout  ;  and  pra3'ing  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  public  for  the  said  loss ;  ought 
to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

7.  Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Barrett,  setting  forth,  that  he  is 
a  captain  of  dragoons  in  the  continental  service,  and  at  the  battle  of  Guilford  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  in 
consequence  of  which  he  lost  two  valuable  horses ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  paid  by  the  public  the  value  of  his  said 
horses,  to  enable  him  again  to  take  the  field  ;  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

8.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Fowler,  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
year  1781,  he  served  as  deputy  clothier  to  this  State,  for  which  he  has  never  received  any  pay,  and  praying  relief; 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  2d  and  3d  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concur- 
rence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  recede  from  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  resolutions^ 
respecting  the  claims  of  the  officers  to  lands.     And  then  he  withdrew.  » 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  empower  the  Naval  officers  to  receive  the  duties  in  ihp.\Mr 
several  districts;"  also,  to  the  resolution,  for  supplying  the  commissioners  of  the  Navy  with  arms,  ammunition,  ^Lcf^^ 
and  directing  the  Executive  to  order  into  the  hands  of  such  persons  as  they  think  proper,  the  money  arising  under^^ 
the  law  for  raising  this  State's  quota  of  troops ;  also,  they  have  examined  several  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be 
truly  enrolled,  and  they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.      And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  '  for  adjusting  certain  public  claims;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for  adjusting  certain  public 
claims." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  from  the  committee  of  Trade,  respecting  Mr.  Simon  Nathan,  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table;  and  the  same  being  twice  read,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Simon  Nathan,  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1780  he  had  various  dealings  with 
•the  then  Board  of  Trade  on  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  who  became  indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of  15,000  livres, 
for  which  a  bill  of  exchange  was  drawn  on  Messrs.  Penette,  De  Costa,  Freres  and  Company,  merchants  at  Nantz  and 
Bourdeaux;  that  the  said  bill  has  been  returned  under  regular  protest  to  the  petitioner;  and  that  his  said  debt  yet  re- 
mains to  be  paid,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  said  15,000  livres,  together  with  ten  per  centum  in- 
terest and  damages,  and  also  the  costs  and  charges  of  the  said  protest,  ought  to  be  paid  the  petitioner  out  of  the  fund 
appropriated  for  the  comniercia:  agent's  department. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Trade;  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
iheir  consideration  the  petition  of  William  Allen,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  reso- 
lution tliereupon,  which  he  read,  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  oath  of  the  petitioner,  that  in  the  year  1780,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
deputy  sherifls  of  James  Citj'  county,  and  early  in  the  year  1781,  proceeded  to  collect  the  difierent  taxes  then  in  force, 
to  wit:  The  first  payn  snt  of  the  ninety  pounds  tax  on  every  hundred  pounds  of  assessed  property,  the  tobacco  tax, 
and  the  two  per  cent  soldier  tax,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  105,081/.  12s.  5rf. ;  that  he  collected  the  sum  of  79,487/. 
14s.  4d.  of  which  he  was  unfortunately  plundered  by  the  enemy;  and  that  he  hath  not  since  recovered  any  part  of 
the  same. 

It  farther  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  William  Word,  that  upon  the  return  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis's  aim^'  from  the  interior  parts  of  this  Commonwealth  tlirough  the  county  of  Jauifs  City,  '.hi'V  encainped  upon 
the  petitioner's  plantation,  previous  to  which,  the  petitioner  deposited  considerable  sums  of  money,  and  all  his  books, 
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papers  and  other  valuable  articles,  in  a  trunk,  and  committed  it  to  the  particular  care  of  the  deponent ;  tliat  the  depo- 
nent took  particular  pains  to  secrete  the  said  trunk  from  the  enemy,  without  eflect ;  for  that  it  was  found  and  rifled  of 
its  contents. 

It  farther  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  Gabriel  Maupin,  that  he  has  repeatedly  seen  the  pe- 
titioner put  considerable  sums  of  money  into  the  trunk,  which  was  committed  to  the  care  of  the  said  William  Word ; 
and  that  the  same  was  found  and  plundered  by  the  enemy ;  he,  this  deponent,  having  also  deposited  therein  plate  and 
other  articles  to  a  very  considerable  amount,  which  he  has  not  received  since. 

It  farther  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioner  did  actually  collect  the  whole  of  the  soldiers  tax,  and 
carried  the  same  to  the  place  appointed  for  drafting  the  militia  of  the  said  county  of  James  City  ;  and  that  he  could 
not  get  the  commissioners  of  the  tax,  to  receive  the  same  of  him. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  William  Allen,  is  reasonable ;  and 
that  the  petitioner  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  with  the  auditors,  ought  to  have  credit  for  the  said  sum  of  79,487/. 
14s.  4(1.,  being  the  sum  which  the  enemy  plundered  him  of. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  'for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  'for  the  better  regu- 
lating and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes  tlierein  mentioned." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Peyton  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  House  adjourn  to-morrow,  it  will  adjourn  until  the  last  day  of  March  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner 
of  the  Navy;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes,  lor  the  use 
of  the  United  States ;"  "  to  oblige  the  delinquent  counties  within  this  Commonwealth  to  make  good  their  deficiencies  of 
men,  clothing,  specifics,  and  other  necessaries,  for  the  use  of  the  Army;"  "  for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies ;" 
■'  for  the  better  collecting  the  fees  due  or  to  become  due  to  the  clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts;"  and  "  to  amend  the  act 
^  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  to  the  officers  of  civil  government,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  28,  1782. 


Mr.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  they  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  examined  several  others,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  inspection. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  with  advice  of  Council,  be  empowered  and  directed  so  soon  as  they  shall  have  set- 
tled Charles  Gratiots'  accounts,  to  pay  the  said  Gratiot  the  sum  of  1,000/.  for  his  present  relief,  and  to  grant  a  cer- 
tificate for  the  remainder,  to  be  paid  in  six  months,  with  an  interest  of  six  per  cent  per  annum. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Reid  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  fifty  thousand  pounds  currency  of  this  State  be  paid  by  the  treasurer,  into  the  hands  of  the  con- 
tinental receiver  of  this  State's  quota;  and  that  the  delegates  representing  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  be  in- 
structed to  inform  Congress  that  the  weight  of  the  southern  war  generally,  but  more  particularly  the  oppression  aris- 
ing to  the  Commonwealth,  from  the  extensive  contributions  of  its  citizens  to  the  common  cause  in  the  campaign  of 
1781,  incapacitates  the  State  from  a  further  compliance  at  present  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  for  this  Stale's 
quota  of  money  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  year  1782;  but  that  the  General  Assembly  will  appropriate  out  of 
the  first  and  best  revenues  of  the  State,  a  sum  equal  to  174,000  dollars  at  the  disposition  of  Congress,  for  the  former 
purpose,  and  290,000  dollars  for  the  current  support  of  the  war. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Henderson  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  abuses  supposed  to  have  been  committed 
under  the  allowance  granted  by  the  last  Assembly,  for  loading  685  hogsheads  of  tobacco  on  board  certain  vessels  be- 
loiiiriiig  to  the  British;  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  inquired  into  the  same,  and  had  agreed  to  a  re- 
port, and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
^able,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  i|ipc:  rs  to  your  commillii',  that  by  an  agreement  between  Robert  Morris,  Esq.  and  George  Eddy,  on  the  part 
of  a  certain  Ebenezcr  Coflin,  a  passport,  and  safe  conduct,  was  to  be  granted  by  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  for  one 
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or  more  vessels,  to  carry  to  New  York  GS5  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  to  contain  on  an  average  1,000  pounds  each,  for 
24,000  dollars,  the  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  said  Coffin,  under  the  capitulhtion  at  York:  which  agreement,  counter- 
signed by  the  said  Secretary,  is  dated  the  oOth  of  March  last. 

It  farther  appears  to  your  committee,  that  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  dated  the  30th  day  of  JMay  last,  the  member? 
of  that  honorable  body,  who  were  deputed  to  repair  to  the  southern  States,  should  be  authorised  to  make  such  expla- 
nations to  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  as  they  should  judge  expedient,  relative  to  the  agreement  made  between  the 
Secretary  of  Congress,  the  Superintendant  of  Finance,  and  Ebenezer  Coffin,  pursuant  to  the  11th  day  of  February 
last. 

It  farther  appears  to  your  committee,  that  in  consequence  thereof,  and  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  session  of  As- 
sembly, the  Governor  was  desired  to  give  every  necessary  assistance  for  the  carrying  the  views  of  Congress,  and  their 
Financier  into  due  effect,  respecting  the  loading  and  clearing  certain  flag  vessels  with  six  hundred  and  eighty-five 
hogsheads  of  tobacco. 

It  farther  appears  to  j'our  committee,  from  the  examination  of  Mr.  Daniel  Clarke,  that  905  hogsheads  of  tobacco, 
weighing  nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-five  pounds,  were  shipped  by  the  said  Mr. 
Clarke  in  the  ships  New-York  and  Fame;  that  the  said  ships  New-York  and  Fame,  were  the  vessels  to  which  pass- 
ports were  granted  by  the  secretary  of  Congress,  for  loading  six  hundred  and  eighty-five  hogsheads  inider  the  allow- 
ance aforesaid:  that  the  said  Mr.  Daniel  Clarke  in  justification  of  his  proceeding,  produced  a  letter  from  the  Secreta-  , 
ry  of  Congress,  which  is  dated  the  third  of  May  last,  and  which,  as  he  informed,  came  to  his  hands  on  the  9th  day  of 
July,  and  is  so  by  him  endorsed ;  which  said  letter  your  committee  have  thought  proper  to  insert,  and  is  in  these  words 
following : 

"Sir,— I  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  your  care  and  address,  two  passports,  one  for  the  ship  Fame,  and  the  other  for 
the  ship  New-York,  to  carry  away  tobacco  for  goods  sold  under  the  capitulation  at  York  town.  The  persons  inter-  * 
ested  have  proved  to  my  satisfaction,  that  they  have  sold  goods  under  the  said  capitulation  to  the  amount  of  forty- 
four  thousand  and  thirty-seven  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar;  but  as  it  cannot  be  ascertained  how- 
many  hogsheads  each  of  the  vessels  will  carry,  I  have  left  a  blank  for  the  number,  which  I  have  to  request  the  favor 
of  you  to  fill  up;  and  send  me  an  account  of  the  quantity  shipped  in  each  vessel;  you  will  be  pleased  to  procure  do- 
cuments to  shew  that  the  quantity  shipped  does  not  amount  to  more  than  the  sums  above  mentioned,  and  that  the  same 
belong  to  the  traders  capitulants  at  York,  and  no  others.  t 

"  As  no  return  has  been  made  to  me  of  the  crew  of  the  ship  New-York,  I  must  farther  request  the  favor  of  you 
to  have  their  names  inserted  in  the  margin  of  the  passports,  and  send  me  a  list  of  them.  « 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Humble  Servant,  .  ^ 

Addressed  Mr.  Daniel  Clarke.  CHARLES  THOMSON. 

Bated  May  2,  1782." 

It  farther  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  examination  of  Mr.  Clarke,  that  six  hundred  and  eighty-five  thou- 
sand pounds  of  the  said  tobacco,  was  contracted  for  by  Mr.  Morris  with  Mr.  Coffin ;  and  that  the  residue,  being  three 
hundred  and  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pounds,  was  shipped  on  account  of  the  said  George  Eddy, 
of  Philadelphia,  who  is  commissary  of  prisoners  and  agent  for  the  capitulants  at  York;  and  that  the  same  was  ship- 
ped for  the  use  of  the  capitulants  only,  so  far  as  he  knows;  that  the  money  for  the  purchase  of  all  the  said  nine  hun- • 
dred  and  eighty-nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pounds  of  tobacco,  was  advanced  or  furnished  by  Mr. 
Morris ;  but  that  so  much  as  was  sufficient  for  three  hundred  and  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pounds 
was  on  account,  and  at  the  request,  of  the  said  George  Eddy;  that  Mr.  Clarke  applied  to  no  authority  of  this  State 
for  leave  to  ship  the  additional  quantity  of  tobacco  by  him  put  on  board  the  said  ships  New-York  or  Fame. 

Whereupon,  your  committee  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  three  hundred  and  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pounds  of  tobacco  more  than 
the  quantity  specified  in  the  allowance  of  the  last  Assembly,  has  been  shipped  on  board  the  ships  New-York  and 
Fame,  which  appears  to  have  been  for  the  capitulants  at  York  ;  and  that  no  return  thereof  has  been  made  to  the  Execu- 
tive of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  be  instructed  to  lay  the  above  statement  before  that  ho-  - 
norable  body,  and  make  report  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly.  Pf 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  ihat  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  public  printer  be  amenable  to  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  who,  in  case  of  the  re- 
fusal to  act,  or  neglect  of  duty  of  the  said  printer,  are  authorised  to  apponit  another  in  his  room. 

And  the  said  rt-soliition  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones  :  _  _^ 

M!>.  SPEiKER, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjusting  certaij|f 
public  claims;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates  ;"   nUo,  to  the  resolution—^ 
directing  the  treasurer  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  the  directors  of  the  public  buildings.     And  then  he  withdrew.  ^i 
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Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  the  information  res- 
pecting tlip  ooiidiTCt  of  David  Mason,  Esq.  a  member  of  this  House  for  the  county  of  Sussex,  was  referred,  that  the 
committee  iiad,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  liad  come  to  a  resoluiion  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth  : 

Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating  testimony,  commissioners  be  appointed  in  the  counties  hereafter 
mentioned,  to  take  depositions,  as  well  on  behalf  of  the  said  David  Mason,  as  of  the  Commonwealth  :  that  is  to  say, 
for  the  county  of  Prince  George,  Messrs.  Edmund  Ruffin,  David  Meade,  and  William  Call,  or  any  two  of  them;  for 
the  county  of  Dinwiddle,  Messrs.  John  Banister,  Joseph  Jones,  and  William  Watklns,  or  any  two  of  them  ;  for  the 
counties  of  Greensville  and  Brunswick,  Messrs.  James  W'all,  William  Starke,  and  Frederick  Maclln,  or  any  two  of 
them;  and  that  they  do  report  their  proceedings  therein  to  the  Hoivsc  of  Delegates,  at  the  meeting  of  the  next  General 
Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  do  transmit  copies  of  this  resolution,  and  the  order  of  the 
House  on  which  the  same  is  founded,  to  the  commissioners  above  mentioned. 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  progress  of  the  continental 
account,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  inquired  into  the  same,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come 
'     to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  In  his  place,  and  aftei  wards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  ap:ain  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

That  the  Solicitor  had  laid  before  them  his  proceedings;  that  they  find  from  the  loss  of  the  proceedings  and  pa- 
pers of  the  committee  of  Safety,  of  the  Council,  the  papers  of  the  Auditor's  Office,  the  former  board  of  War,  the  board 
of  Trade,  and  the  deranged  situation  and  loss  of  the  old  papers  In  the  treasury,  that  it  is  utterly  impracticable  to  state 
f   an  account  of  specifics;  and  that  very  few  vouchers  can  be  procured  to  support  the  money  charges  against  the  conti- 
nent, prior  to  January,  1781,  when  all  these  papers  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  instructions  be  given  the  honorable  Virginia  delegates  in  Congress,  to  move  that  hon- 
orable body,  that  their  commissioners,  appointed  to  adjust  this  State's  account,  be  vested  with  power  to  allow  for 
charges,  that,  from  circumstantial  proof,  should  appear  reasonable. 

Resolved,  That  the  Solicitor,  immediately  proceed  to  state  the  account  of  expenditures,  both  pecuniary  and  spe- 
cific, from  the  albresald  period  of  January,  1781  ;  and  direct  the  vouchers  in  the  dilierent  offices,  so  as  that  they  may 
'  be  referred  to,  as  necessity  may  require;  and  in  the  mean  time,  to  collect  all,  and  every  information,  that  may  be  pro- 
cured, so  as  to  throw  a  light  upon  the  account,  prior  to  the  destruction  of  the  papers;  and  for  that  purpose,  to  make  in- 
quiry into  the  disposal  of  every  sum  of  money  that  may  heretofore  have  been  settled  for,  by  the  persons  instructed  there- 
with ;  and  to  procure  from  all  such  persons  duplicate  accounts  thereof,  or  such  other  Information  that  may  be  in  their 
power  to  give. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  be  empowered  to  sell  such  part  of  the  public  articles 
now  on  hand,  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  to  apply  the  money  arising  from  the  sales,  either  in  discharge  of  the 
debt  due  to  the  former  State  agent,  or  to  such  other  purposes  as  to  them  shall  seem  best. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas,  the  late  commissary  of  stores  heretofore  employed  in  the  service  of  this  State,  was  intended  to  be  pro- 
vided for  in  the  appropriation  act,  passed  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  as  well  as  other  civil  officers  of  government, 
but  were  through  accident  omitted; 

Resolved,  ihertfore,  That  the  warrants  obtained  by  such  assistance  from  the  auditors  for  their  services,  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  taxes  now  due,  or  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  out  of  the  funds  arising  from  the  revenue  act  of  the 
year  1782. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Talbot  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey: 
A         Mr.  Speakek, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  liquidating  and  paying  the  accounts  of  Oliver 
Pollock.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee  : 

Mr.  Si'EAKER, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  tlie  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  the   engrossed  bill,   "  for  the  better  collecting  the 
fees  due,  or  to  become  due  to  the  clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts,"   was  reconnnitted,  be  discharged  from  further  pro- 
^ceeding  therein. 
^        On  a  motion  made, 
li|^        All  engrossed  bill,   "  for  the  better  collecting  the  fees  due,  or  to   become  due  to   the  clerks  of  the  Superior 
Courts;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 
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Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  aud  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  the  bttter  collecting  the  fees  due,  or  to  be 
come  due  to  the  clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Talbot  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  ^ 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution :  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  following  allowances  be  made  to  the  officers  of  the  General  Assembly,  for  their  services  dur- 
ing the  present  session : 

To  iMr.  John  Beckley,  clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  per  week,  -  -  £35 

To  Mr.  William  Drew,  clerk  of  the  Senate,  do.  -  -  17  10 

To  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton,  clerk  of  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections  and  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  per  week,  -  -  -  -  15 
To  Mr.  Adam  Craig,  clerk  of  the  committees  for  Religion,  Courts  of  Justice  and  Trade,  per 

week,  -  -  -  -  -  12 

To  Mr.  Freeman  Eppes,  Serjeant  at  arms  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  per  week,    •  -  12 

To  Mr.  William  Pierce,  serjeant  at  arms  to  the  Senate,  per  week,  -  -  12 

To  John  Creagh,  William  Drinkard,  Daniel  Hicks  and  John  Hicks,  door-keepers  to  the  House 

of  Delegates,  per  week,  each  -  -  -  -  4   lOM 

To Hicks  and  Thomas  Paul,  door-keepers  to  the  Senate,  per  week,  each  -  4   10^ 

To  Elizabeili  Jones,  for  taking  care  of  and  keeping  clean  the  Assembly  House,  -  10 

And  the  said  resolutii  'i  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be,  and   he  is  hereby  empowered,  to  apportion  the  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds^ 
allowed  to  the  clerks  in  his  office,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  think  just  and  right. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  directing  the  treasurer  to  receive  the  money  arising|^ 
from  the  sale  of  the  Accnmac  and  Diligence  gallies;  also,  they  do  agree  to  appoint  Thomas  Newton,  Esq.  commis^^^ 
sioner  of  the  Navy,  without  the  formalit<  of  a  ballot. 

On  a  motion  made,  ^^ 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Newton,  Esq.  be  appointed  a  commissioner  of  the  Navy,  to  supply  the  present  vacancj^ 
in  that  department. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  conturrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  unto  the  officers  and  wounded  soldiers,  who  are  pensioners  under 
the  law,  their  several  pensions  not  exceeding  six  month's  pay,  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  civil  list  estab- 
lishment. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Heath  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  ^^ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones :  ^^ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  for  fixing  the  allowances  to  the  officers  of  the  pre-^B^ 
sent  General  Assembly;  directing  the  auditors  to  credit  William  Allen  in  a  settlement  of  his  accounts,  for  a  sum  ot'^ 
money  of  which  he  was  plundered  by  the  enemy;  and  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  Charles  Gratiot,  Esq.     And 
then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  public  printer  be  allowed  an  annual  salary  of  seven  hundred  pounds,  for  printing  the  laws 
and  Journals  of  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  civil  and  military  commissions,  government  proclamations,  au- 
ditors' warrants  and  inspectors'  notes. 

Resolved,  That  the  Journals  of  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assemblv,  be  printed  and  delivered  to  each  House, 
during  the  respective  sessions  of  each  Assembly,  so  that  the  Journals  of  each  preceding  day,  be  delivered  the  morning 
of  the  day  following. 

Resolved,  That  the  public  acts  of  each  session,  be  printed  by  the  end  of  each  session,  in  numbers  sufficient  for  the 
use  of  every  county,  as  now  directed  by  law,  to  the  end,  that  the  members  of  the  respective  counties  may  be  enabled  to 
carry  the  laws  to  tiieir  several  counties. 

Resolved,  That  one  half  of  the  printer's  salary,  shall  be  paid  him  in  advance,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  paper 
and  for  other  contingencies  ;  but  that  the  other  half  of  his  salary  shall  not  be  paid  until  he  produces  a  receipt  to  the 
auditors  from  the  clerk  of  the  Privy  Council,  for  the  delivery  of  fifteen  copies  of  the  laws  for  every  county  in  the  State, 
or  a  receipt  from  the  representatives  of  any  county  for  the  number  of  copies  directed  for  such  county.  ' 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  be  paid  to  the  present  printer,  tor  printing  the  Journals  of  Oc- 
tober session,  1778;  March,  1781  ;  October,  1781  ;  and  May,  1782;  which  hitherto  has  not  been  done. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 
y         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  '  for  the  better  regulating  and 
^  collecting  certain  ofiicers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey: 

]V[r.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  the  better  collecting  the  fees  due,  or  to  become  due  to 
the  clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to  and  others 
disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Talbot  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzej' : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  insist  upon  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "for  the 
better  collecting  the  fees  due,  or  to  become  due  to  the  clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  again  read, 
M  Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  and  do  agree  to  the 

^  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Talbot  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  respecting  the  public  printer,  with  several  amend- 
ments, to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  tlien  he  withdrew. 
f§f  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;    and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker," — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  making  the  public  printer  amenable  to  the  Execu- 
tive, with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
^M  Tlie  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee  : 
^^  Mr.  SpEAKERj'^The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  respecting  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  to  the  treasury; 
Wrespecting  the  abuses  supposed  to  have  been  committed  in  loading  certain  British  vessels  witii  tobacco,  under  an  allow- 
ance of  the  navy  ;  for  paying  the  assistance  of  the  commissary  of  stores,  out  of  the  civil  list  fund;  directing  the  trea- 
surer to  pay  the  pensions  of  wounded  officers  and  soldiers  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  civil  list;  for  putting 
Stephen  Terry  on  the  list  of  pensioners;  empowering  the  Executive  to  sell  certain  public  articles  now  on. hand,  and 
pay  the  debt  due  to  the  State  agent,  with  the  produce  thereof;  respecting  the  progress  of  the  continental  account;  re- 
ferring the  petition  of  Elias  Tintant  Beauregard  to  the  Executive ;  directing  the  auditors  (o  grant  a  specie  warrant  to 
John  Banks ;  for  paying  fifty  thousand  pounds  to  the  continental  treasurer  for  this  State  ;  and  directing  the  treasurer 
to  receive  continental  money,  at  five  hundred  for  one.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 
^Im       Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  recede  from  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  resolution,  for 
^^ making  the  public  printer  amenable  to  the  Executive  ;  also,  they  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills  and  find 
^^them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills  : 

"An  act,  to  confirm  the  sale  of  certain  lots  and  lands  made  by  Andrew  Wodrow,  administrator  of  Alexander 
Wodrow,  deceased,  and  for  other  purposes." 

"An  act,  to  vest  the  Capitol  Square,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  in  the  Mayor,  Re- 
<^order.  Aldermen  and  Common  Council  of  the  said  city." 

"An  act,  granting  pardon  to  Demsey  Butler." 

"An  act,  to  suspend  in  part  the  operation  of  the  laws  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures." 

"An  act,  'to  appoint  persons  to  convey  certain  lands  to  Edwin  Gray,  and  for  other  purposes." 

"  An  act,  concerning  surveyors." 

"An  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  defending  and  protecting  the  trade  of  Chesapeake  Bay." 

"  An  act,  for  incorporating  the  rector  and  trustees  of  Liberty  Hall  Academy." 

"An  art,  to  repeal  part  of  the  act  'for  seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods,  found  on  land." 

"An  act,  'for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  'for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and 
persons  of  unsound  minds." 

"An  act,  for  equalizing  the  land  tax." 

"An  act,  for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  for  other  purposes." 
•  "An  act,  concerning  the  appointment  of  sherifls." 

"An  act,  for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county  of  Bedford." 

"  An  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  'for 
establishing  a  permanent  revenue,'  into  one  act." 
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■'An  act,  concerning  the  legion  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Dabney/' 

•'An  act,  'to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  execu- 
tions upon  certain  judgments,  until  December,  1783." 

"An  <ict,  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjusting  certain  public  claims." 

"An  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates." 

"An  act,  to  empower  the  Naval  officers  to  receive  the  duties  in  their  several  districts." 

"  An  act,  to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  'for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned." 

"  An  act,  for  the  better  collecting  the  fees  due,  or  to  become  due  to  the  clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts." 

"An  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia." 

"An  act,  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  militia,  heretotbre  called  into  service,  in  cases  not  provided  lor  by  law." 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  the  last  day  of  March  next. 


JOUENAL 


HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES 


OF  THE 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  VIRGINIA; 
BEGUN  AND  HELD  IN  THE  CITY  OF  RICHMOND, 

Im  lit  dOMlIlt^  iOf  i|if DirfMi^ 

OJV'  MOJ^DAF,  THE  FIFTH  DAY  OF  MAY,  IJV  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  OJVE 
THOUSAJVD  SEVEJ^r  HUJ^DRED  AJ^D  EIGHTY-THREE. 


RICHMOND : 

PRINTED  B?  THOMAS  W.  WHITK,  OPPOSITE  THE   BELL-TAVEBN. 

1828. 


JOURNAL 


mcDii^ii  (^w  DniLiKBii^iiic 


GlINERAL  ASSEBIBLIT, 

BEGUJ^  and  held  at  the  public  buildings  in  the  City  of  Richmond,  on  Mondaij,  the  fifth  day  of  May , 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  : 

ON  which  day,  being  the  day  appointed  by  law,  for  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  oaths  required  to 
be  taken  by  the  delegates  were  administered  by  the  Privy  Council  to  such  of  the  members  as  appeared:  after  which 
they  repaired  to  their  seats  in  the  House  of  Delegates. 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  May  6,  1783. 


The  House  met  according  to  adjournment ;  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law, 
took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business. 
The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  May  7,  1783. 


The  House  met  according  to  adjournment;  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  recjuired  by  law, 
took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business. 
The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  May  8,  1783. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment;  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law, 
took  tlieir  seats  in  the  House. 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 
The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  May  9,  1783. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment ;  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law, 
ook  their  seats  in  the  House. 
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But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 
The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  May  10,  1783. 


The  House  met  according  to  adjournment;  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law, 
took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business. 
The  House  adjourned  till  Monday  next,  12  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  May  12,  1783, 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Beckley  be  appointed  clerk  of  this  House. 

Patrick  Henry,  Esq.  a  delegate  for  the  county  of  Henry,  reminded  the  House  of  the  necessity  of  proceeding  to 
the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  recommended  John  Tyler,  Esq.  a  member  for  the  county  of  Charles  City,  as  a  person 
who,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  office  heretofore,  had  given  undeniable  proofs  of  his  abilities  and  integrity. 
He  was  seconded  by  George  Nicholas,  Esq.  a  delegate  for  the  county  of  Albemarle. 

And  Mann  Page,  Esq.  a  delegate  for  the  county  of  Spottsylvania,  recommended  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Esq.  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  as  a  person  in  every  respect  qualified  to  fill  that  office,  and  was  seconded  by 
Spencer  Roane,  Esq.  a  delegate  for  the  county  of  Essex. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Speaker  by  ballot. 

The  House  accordingly  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Speaker  bv  ballot ;  and  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the 
name  of  tbe  person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  box,  Messrs.  Henry,  Nicholas,  Page,  and 
Carter  Henry  Harrison,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  examine  the  ballot  box,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the 
majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  proceeded,  at  the  clerk's  table,  to  examine  the  ballot  box,  and  reported  to  the  House  that 
they  had,  according  to  order,  examined  the  same,  and  found  the  numbers  thereupon  to  stand  as  follows  : 
For  John  Tyler,  Esq.  61 

For  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Esq.  20 

So  that  Mr.  Tyler  being  chosen  Speaker  of  this  House,  he  was  conducted  to  the  chair,  from  whence  he  made  his 
acknowledgments  to  the  House  for  the  honor  again  conferred  on  him,  and  requested  their  assistance  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  regularity  and  of  good  order-. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Freeman  Eppes  be  appointed  serjeant  at  arms  to  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  John  Creagh,  William  Drinkard,  Daniel  Hicks  and  John  Hicks,  be  appointed  door-keepers  to 
this  House,  and  that  they  give  their  attendance  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  repeal  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  seizure  and  condem- 
nation of  British  goods,  found  on  land ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Henry,  Parker  and  Ronald,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  various  matters  for  the  consideration  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  referring  to  sundry  letters  and  papers  enclosed  on  the  subject  thereof;  which  were  read. 

On  a  motion  made, 

■Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  take  into 
their  consideration  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  the  Governor's  letter,  with  tlie  enclosures,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  ilir 
54ate  of  the  Commonwealth. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  May  13,  1785. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  for  Religion  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  iMessrs.  William  Cabell,  Carrington,  Norvell,  Charles  Carter,  William  Wat- 
kins,  Wray,  Garland  Anderson,  William  Moore,  Munford,  Barksdale  and  Key  ;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn 
from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  under  their  consideration  all  matters  and  things  relating  to  religion  and  morality,  and  all 
such  as  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  referred  to  them ;  and  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinion  thereupon. 


to  the  House;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  I'or  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  infor- 
mation. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Henry,  Nicholas,  Thomson  Mason,  Charles 
Carter,  Lawson,  Cabell,  Page,  Prentis,  Braxton,  Tazewell,  Richard  Lee,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Stuart,  and  Ben- 
jamin Harrison  ;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  examine  in  the  first  place  all  returns  of 
writs  for  electing  delegates  to  serve  in  this  present  General  Assembly,  and  to  compare  the  same  with  the  form  prescrib- 
ed by  law ;  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  such  matters  as  shall  or  may  come  in  question  touching  returns, 
elections  and  privileges;  and  to  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
House ;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  of  controverted  elections  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  or  before  the  commit- 
tee of  Privileges  and  Elections,  the  petitioners  do,  by  themselves  or  their  agents;  within  a  convenient  time,  to  be 
appointed  either  by  the  House,  or  by  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  as  the  matter  to  be  heard  shall 
be  before  the  House  or  the  said  committee,  deliver  to  the  sitting  members  or  their  agents,  lists  of  the  persons  intended 
by  the  petitioners  to  be  objected  to,  who  voted  for  the  sitting  members,  giving  in  the  said  lists  the  several  heads  of 
objection,  and  distinguishing  the  same  against  the  names  of  the  voters  objected  to ;  and  that  the  sitting  members  do, 
by  themselves  or  their  agents,  within  the  same  time,  deliver  the  lists  on  their  parts  to  the  petitioners  or  their  agents. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Henry,  Braxton,  Page,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Charles  Carter,  Nicholas, 
Prentis,  Edmundson,  Strother,  Southall,  Norvell,  Parker,  Stokes,  Mayo,  Rogers,  Thomas  Towles,  Judkins,  Thomson 
Mason,  Carrington,  Lawson,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Edward  Carter, 
William  Watkins,  Underwood,  Wilkinson,  Garland  Anderson,  William  Moore,  Scott,  Ronald,  Kee,  Cocke,  Samuel 
Goode,  Arthur  Campbell,  Meade,  Sherwin,  Barksdale,  Adams,  Robert  Goode,  Cogbill,  Wray,  Booker,  Ross,  Pen- 
dleton, Powell,  Roane,  Smith,  Randolph,  Bartlett  Anderson,  Collier,  Cole,  M'Craw,  Drury  Ragsdale,  William  An- 
derson, Henry  Towles,  Johnston,  Ball,  Edward  Ragsdale,  Joel  Watkins,  Cooper  Kearnes,  Dandridge,  John  Watkins, 
Kemp,  Sanford,  Lankford,  Bibb,  Gordon,  Bullitt,  Stephen  Thomson  Mason,  Fauntleroy,  Hugh  Innes,  Crittenden, 
Thornton,  Todd,  Benjamin  Harrison  and  Nicholas  Cabell ;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and 
to  take  into  their  consideration  all  propositions  and  grievances  that  shall  or  may  come  legally  certified  to  this  As- 
sembly, and  to  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and  all  such  propositions  and 
grievances  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  House,  and  by  him  to  the  said  committee  of  course ;  and  the  said 
committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Thomson  Mason,  Prentis,  Lawson,  Tazewell,  Nicholas,  Taylor  of 
Caroline,  Dandridge,  Cogbill,  Stuart,  Roane,  Bullitt,  Stephen  Thomson  Mason,  Strother,  John  Scasbrook  Wells 
and  Benjamin  Harrison ;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all 
matters  relating  to  Courts  of  Justice,  and  such  other  matters  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  referred  to  them,  and  re- 
port their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House ;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  inspect  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  last  Session,  and  draw  up  a  state  of  the  matters  then  depending  and  undetermined,  and  the  progress  that 
was  made  therein,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House ;  and  also,  examine  what  laws 
have  expired  since  the  last  session,  and  inspect  such  temporary  laws  as  will  expire  with  the  end  of  this  session,  or 
are  near  expiring,  and  report  the  same  to  this  House,  with  their  opinions  which  of  them  are  fit  to  be  revived  and  con- 
tinued ;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Trade  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Richard  Lee,  Braxton,  Ronald,  Ross,  William  Watkins,  Parker, 
Underwood,  Carrington,  William  Anderson,  John  Watkins,  William  Moore,  Garland  Anderson,  Taylor  of  South- 
ampton, Wray,  and  Gilchrist;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into  their  considera- 
tion all  such  things  relating  to  the  trade  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  all  matters  that  shall  be  from  time  to  time,  refer- 
red to  them;  and  to  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and  the  said  committee 
are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Resolved,  That  eleven  of  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  seven  of  the  committee  of  Privileges 
and  Elections,  and  five  of  any  other  committee,  be  a  sufficient  number  to  make  a  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton,  be  appointed  clerk  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections  and 
Propositions  and  Grievances;  and  Mr.  Adam  Craig,  clerk  to  the  committees  for  Religion,  Courts  of  Justice,  and 
Trade. 

Mr.  Henry  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  repeal  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  seizure  and  con- 
demnation of  British  goods,  found  on  land;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  flag,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the  honorable  the  Congress,  of  a  proper  size,  be 
prepared  for  the  Capiiol  of  Virginia ;  and  that  a  flag-staff  be  erected  in  the  front  yard  of  the  Capitol,  to  hoist  the 
said  flag  upon;  and  that  the  expenses  attending  the  same,  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury. 


And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  tlie  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wray  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  lay  an  embargo  upon  the  exportation  of  Indian  Corn  for  a 
limited  time;"  and  that  Messrs.  Braxton  and  Edmundson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  bill,  "  to  repeal  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods,  found  on  land ;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  immediately. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  bill;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Braxton  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which 
he  read  in  bis  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  vvhe^-e  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  petition  of  John  Dunlap  and  James  Hayes,  printers  to  the  Commonwealth,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and 
read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  solicitous  for  a  public  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  delay  in  the  execution  of  their  du- 
ty as  public  printers,  and  are  hopeful  that  when  the  want  of  money  voted  them  as  absolutely  necessary  for  the  dis- 
charge of  their  business,  and  the  purchase  of  materials,  the  death  of  one,  and  sickness  of  other  of  their  workmen, 
and  the  past  difficulty  of  procuring  materials  from  Philadelphia,  are  considered,  it  will  tend  to  obviate  all  unmeri- 
ted censure,  and  produce  a  continuance  of  the  public  favor  and  confidence;  and  praying  that  such  inquirj'  may  be 
made. 

Ordered,  Thnt  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  repeal  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods, 
found  on  land ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  repeal  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  seiz- 
ure and  condemnation  of  British  goods,  found  on  land." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Braxton  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and  agreed 
to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foltowcth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opirdan  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  several 
ucts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  '  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue, '  into  one  act," 
ought  to  be  ahiended ;  and  the  collection  of  the  said  taxes  postponed  until  the  day  of  next. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brouglit  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution  ;  and  that  Messrs.  Braxton,  Henry, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mann  Page,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  William  Cabell,  Strother,  Dandridge,  Nicholas,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison, Charles  Carter  and  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  slate 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  in- 
spection of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  and  that  Messrs.  William  Watkins,  Cabell,  Southall,  Munford,  Cole,  Carrington, 
Gilchrist,  I\lann  Page,  Robert  Goode,  Garland  Anderson  and  William  Moore,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  tlie  same. 

And  tiien  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  May  14,  1783. 


Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  make 
the  halt'  blcod  inheritable  to  lands  and  slaves,  descended  irom,  or  given  by  tlieir  common  ancestors." 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,   Thrt  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  chaplain. 

Mr.  Braxton  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend 
and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  'lor  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  'for  establishing  a  permanent 
revenue,'  into  one  act;"   and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to  ena- 
ble the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs." 

A  bill,  "to  suspend  tlie  operation  of  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  arts  of  Assembly 
'for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  'for  establishinga  permanent  revenue,'  into  one  act;"  was  read  the  second 
tir.ip,  ;ind  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Braxton,  Henry,  Kichard  Hairy  Lee,  Mann  Page,  Taylor  of  Caro- 
line, William  Cabell,  Strother,  Dandridge,  Nicholas,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Charles  Carter  and  Carter  Henry  Harri- 
son. 


Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "for  tlie 
•relief  of  sheriffs." 

Mr.  Braxton  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  laying  an  embargo  on  Indian  corn,  for  a  limited  time;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time;  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  same  be  read  a  second  time, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to  pre- 
vent the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  from  being  sued  out  of  the  counties  in  which  they  reside." 

Ordered,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  do  forthwith  lay  before  the  House,  a  state  of  tlie  present  annual 
expenditure  of  the  civil  list  establishment. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "for  sus- 
pending the  farther  sale  of  confiscated  property." 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Mann  Page  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  an  impost  of  five  per  cent,  on  certain  goods,  imported, 
ought  to  be  granted  to  discharge  certain  engagements  made  by  Congress,  under  proper  regulations. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Mann  Page,  Henry, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Nicholas,  William  Cabell,  Ronald,  Todd,  Ross,  and  Tazewell,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  William  Anderson,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend 
and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act." 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  an  'act  to  amend  the  act,  'for  adjust- 
ing claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service;"  and  that  Messrs.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  William  Cab- 
ell, and  Ronald,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  May  15,  1783. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Governor  be  desired  to  lay  before  the  House,  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  respecting  the 
public  printer,  conformable  to  the  resolution  of  the  28th  of  December  last. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  choice  of  a  chaplain ;  and  the 
members  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  bal- 
,  lot  box,  Messrs.  Henry,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Nicholas  and  Prentis,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  examine  the  same, 
and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew  ;  and  after  some  time,  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  examined  the  ballot  box,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Blagrove. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  chaplain  do  compose  a  form  of  prayer,  to  be  approved  by  the  committee  for  Religion,  fit  and 
proper  to  be  used  in  this  House;  and  that  it  be  a  standing  order,  that  divine  service  be  performed  every  day,  by  using 
the  said  form  or  any  other  as  the  House  may  from  time  to  time  direct ;  and  that  service  begin  in  the  House  immedi- 
ately after  the  bell  shall  be  rang  for  calling  the  House. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  questioti  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
'Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  be  added  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the 
act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  tlie  several  acts  of  Assembly.  '  f"<>r  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,' 
and  'for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue'  into  one  act,"  was  committed;  Mr.  Nicholas  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  adjusting  claims  for  property 
impressed,  or  taken  for  public  service  ;"   and  Mr.  Booker  to  the  committee  of  Trade. 

Ordered,  That  two  seats  within  the  House,  such  as  Mr.  Speaker  shall  direct,  be  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Thomson  Mason  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  the 
relief  of  sherifls ;"   and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act,  or  acts  of  \sseinbly,  as  allows  the 
delejrnrns  -,„  Congress  to  be  eligible  to  either  House  of  Assembly ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Nicholas  and  Smith,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 
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Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  clearing  Dan  river,  and  the  other  branches  of  Roanoke;" 
and  that  Messrs.  Henry,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Gen.  Nelson,  Joel  Watkins,  and  Cole,  do  prepaie  and  iiiing  in  tiie  same. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read  ; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock.  ' 


FRIDAY,  May  16,   1783. 

Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

A  bill,  "  for  the  rdief  of  sheiifls;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  petition  of  Joseph  Carrington,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  a  judgment  of  the 
General  Court,  by  which  be  will  be  greatly  aggrieved,  has  been  given  against  him,  for  the  amount  of  his  collectinn  as 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  although  he  had  offered  to  the  treasurer  comniutables  to  the  amount  of  500/. 
in  part  thereof,  which  were  refused,  because  the  auditors  would  not  admit  any  receipts  tor  the  same,  not  contained  in 
the  attested  list  required  by  law ;  that  all  his  endeavors  have  been  ineffectual  to  complete  his  collection ;  and  that 
nothing  but  money  will  discharge  the  said  judgment,  although,  the  people  are  at  liberty  to  pay  him  specifics  at  the 
prices  allowed  by  law ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of 
sheriffs." 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

In  order  to  enable  the  public  printer,  to  comply  effectually  with  a  resolution  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  for 
so  early  a  publication  of  the  laws,  as  that  the  members  of  Assembly,  may  have  an  opportunity  of  conveying  the  pub- 
lic acts  of  each  session  to  their  respective  counties,  at  the  end  of  every  session ; 

Resolved,  That  it  be  a  standing  order  of  the  House,  that  henceforward  when  any  petition  or  proposition  of  a  pri- 
vate nature,  shall  be  offered  to  the  House,  that  although  the  same  may  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  committee,, 
to  the  end  that  the  petitioner  may  be  heard,  and  the  committee  enabled  to  report  thereupon :  yet,  that  all  such  reports 
shall  be  laid  over  and  undergo  no  discussion  in  the  House,  or  determination  upon  the  same,  until  matters  of  a  public 
nature  or  general  concern,  if  any  there  be  depending  before  the  House,  shall  have  been  first  considered,  and  finally 
determined  upon. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  b}'  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  the  first  day  of  June,  1780,  for  borrowing  nroney 
:ind  tobacco,  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  to  answer  a  requisition  of  Congress,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive,  res- 
pecting the  public  printers;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances, to  whom  the  petition  of  the  public  printers  was  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  several  additional  matters,  for  the  consi- 
deration of  the  General  Assembly,  and  referring  to  sundry  letters  and  papers  enclosed  on  the  subject  thereof;  which 
were  read. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letters  and  papers,  as  respects  the  report  made  to  the  judges  of  the  General 
Court,  of  the  present  state  of  the  records  and  papers  in  the  office  of  the  said  court,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Wil- 
liam Nelson,  Stephens  Thomson  Mason,  and  Dandridge ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  other  of  the  said  letters  and  papers  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  Academy  of  Hampden  Sydney,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting 
forth,  that  the  increasing  influence  of  tiie  said  Academy,  and  its  growing  importance  to  science,  will,  they  hope,  prO' 
duce  to  it,  the  patronage  of  the  legislature;  and  praying  that  if  the  circumstances  of  the  country  will  not  admit  of 
any  other  encouragement,  they  may  be  granted  a  charter  of  incorporation. 

Ordered,  That  tiie  said  petition  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Gen.  Lawson,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Henry,  Garland  An- 
derson and  Barilett  Anderson;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  there- 
upon, to  the  House. 

Mr.  Thomson  Mason  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  enable 
the  General  Court  to  seiile  and  adjust  costs;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

A  remonstrance  and  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Amelia,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and 
read;  selliiii;  forth,  that  a  want  of  C'liilidciice  in  the  public  faith  having  obtained,  these  remonstrants  are  alarmed  at 
the  withholding  the  interest  due  on  Loan  Office  certificates  and  other  public  debts;  that  they  conceive  the  justice  due 


to  individuals  thus  circiunstanced  liath  been  too  long  withheld;  and  proceeds  rather  irotn  the  want  of  system,  ili;m  the 
want  of  abiiiiy  ;  that  the  increase  of  the  <  irciilatina;  medium,  by  renderins;  the  public  securities  a  negotiable  projierty, 
would  add  new  motion  and  vivacity  to  the  wlieels  of  circulation  and  commerce  ;  and  praying  that  laws  may  pass  to 
that  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  remonstrance  and  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  slate 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Thomson  Mason  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  sus- 
pend the  sale  of  confiscated  property  ;  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time. 

A  petition  of  Nathaniel  Barret,  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ; 
setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  January  last,  he  despatched  the  brigantine  General  Galvez,  Silas  Jones,  master 
from  Havanna  for  Baltimore  ;  that  on  the  entrance  into  the  Chesapeake,  the  said  captain  finding  himself  surrounded 
by  the  enemy's  cruizers,  fled  for  security  into  York  river,  where  he  remained  waiting  for  orders  from  the  petitioner, 
judging  it  inexpedient  to  proceed  up  the  Bay  in  prosecution  of  his  intended  voyage,  or  to  risk  his  cargo  on  board 
his  said  vessel,  she  being  hourly  exposed  to  capture  by  the  enemy  ;  that  he  could  not  obtain  leave  to  land  his  cargo 
)though  in  a  perishing  condition)  without  giving  bond  for  payment  of  the  duties;  that  the  petitioner  considers  it  a 
hardship  to  pay  duties  for  such  articles  as  are  re-shipped  and  not  sold  here;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  for 
establishing  Circuit  Courts." 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  Assembly  as  declares 
the  delegates  to  Congress  eligible  to  either  House  of  Assembly;  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and  Henry,  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Religion ;  Mr.  Mayo,  to 
the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  ;  and  Messrs.  William  Nelson,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Henry,  Henderson,  Ar- 
thur Campbell,  Heath,  Ross  and  Todd,  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

Tiie  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  May  17,  1783. 

Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

A  bill,  "  to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Tuesday  next. 

A  bill,  "for  suspending  the  further  sale  of  confiscated  property;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  Assembly,  as  allows  the  delegates  to  Congress  to  be  eligible  to 
either  House  of  Assembly;"  was  read  liie  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  Wednesday  next. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Benjamin  Harrison,  and  Sherwin,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House, 
until  Monday  se'nnipht. 

Mr.  Braxton  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "to  suspend  the  act,  'to  amend  and  reduce  the  several 
acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  intoone  act,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  tlie  third  time. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  be  discharged  from  reporting  from  the  Journals  of  the  last 
session,  the  several  petitions  and  propositions  then  depending  and  undetermined ;  and  that  such  petitions  and  propositions 
be  delivered  by  the  clerk  of  course,  to  the  proper  committees. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  to  Isaac  Dabriey,  out  of  any  money  which  may  be  in  his  hands, 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds,  in  part  for  re-building  the  public  warehouses  at  Page's,  in  Hanover  town. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend 
the  act,  entitled   'an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service;"' 


10 

General  Lavvson  to  tlie  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  and  re- 
duce the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  reve- 
nue,' into  one  act;"  and  Messrs.  Samuel  Goode  and  Parker,  to  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  clearing 
Dan  river,  and  the  other  branches  of  the  Roanoke." 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  tlie  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend 
the  act,  'for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers  fees,  and  other  purposes  therein  mentioned." 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  for 
regulating  ferries." 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to 
amend  the  act,  '  to  make  provision  for  tlie  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  minds." 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to 
amend  the  act,  '  for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies." 

Mr.  Thomson  Mason  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  examined  what  laws  have  lately  expired,  and  inspected  such  temporary  laws  as  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this 
session,  or  are  near  expiring,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1781,  entitled  "  an 
act,  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  now  resident  on  the  western  frontiers;"  which  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the  pre- 
sent session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  farther  contiiuied  and  amended. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1780,  entitled 
"  an  act,  for  giving  farther  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  sur- 
veys to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes;"  which  was  continued  and  amended  by  several  subsequent  acts,  and 
will  expire  on  the  first  day  of  June  next,  ought  to  be  farther  continued  and  amended. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1782,  entitled  "  an 
act,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth  ;"  which  was  continued  by  a  subsequent  act,  and  will 
expire  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  farther  continued. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  AssembI}',  passed  in  the  year  1782,  entitled  "  an 
act,  to  ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this  Commonwealth;" 
which  was  continued  by  a  subsequent  act,  and  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be 
farther  continued. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1781,  entitled  "  an 
act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State;"  which  was  continued  and  amended  by  a  subsequent 
act,  and  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  farther  continued. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  auditors,  enclosing  a  state 
of  the  public  debt,  funded  and  unfunded  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  William  Finnic,  late  deputy  quarter-master  general  of  the  southern  department,  was  presented  to 
tlie  House  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  suits  have  been  commenced  against  him  in  his  private  character,  for  supplies 
purchased  for  the  public  use;  that  Congress  by  a  resolution  of  the  25th  of  February,  1782,  have  recommended  it  to 
the  several  States,  to  pass  laws  to  stay  execution  against  their  servants  in  all  such  cases  ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may 
pass  to  that  efl'ect,  or  other  relief  granted  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Susanna  Storrs  and  James  Pleasants,  guardians  of  Susanna  Storrs,  an  infant ;  setting  forth, 
that  tiiey  are  possessed,  in  right  of  their  ward,  of  a  tenement  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  which  is  at  present  unimproved 
and  unprofitable,  but  may  be  let  out  to  great  emolumcnl,  upon  building  leases;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  autho- 
rised to  execute  such  leases  beyond  tlie  tiTUi  of  infancy  of  their  said  ward. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Michael  Gratz,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  several  years  ago,  himself 
and  his  partner,  John  Gibson,  furnished  to  Brigadier  General  Clarke,  at  Fort  Pitt,  sundry  merchandizes  to  the  amount 
of  fourteen  hundred  pounds  specie  and  upwards,  for  the  use  of  an  expedition  against  the  Indians;  for  which  a  bond 
was  obtained  from  General  Clarke  and  Dorsey  Penlicost,  payable  three  months  after  date,  notwithstanding  ivhich,  and 
although  immediate  application  was  made  to  the  Executive  of  the  State,  the  said  goods  being  for  public  use,  the  peti- 
tioner has  not  yet  received  payment;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Tliomas  Watkins;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  employed  by  the  commissioners  appointed  by  act 
of  Assembly,  to  recover  tobacco  in  the  great  fresh,  which  service  he  performed  by  saving  a  considerable  quantity,  but 
has  received  no  satisfaclion  for  the  same;   and  praying  that  a  reasonable  allowance  may  be  made  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Sandidge;  setting  forlii,  that  the  term  for  which  he  received  a  pension,  in  consideration 
of  wounds  received  in  the  public  service,  hath  expired,  and  he  is  yet  unable  to  support  himself  by  labor;  and  praying 
farther  relief. 
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Also,  a  petition  of  Samuel  Finley,  a  major  in  the  Virginia  continental  line;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  one  of  the 
prisoners  on  Long  Island,  for  whose  relief  tobacco  was  voted  bv  the  Assembly  some  lime  ago  ;  that  he  has  never  re- 
ceived his  proportion  ;  and  praying  that  it  may  now  be  paid  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Trade;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Lynhaven,  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  that  the  vestry  of  the  said  parish  may  be  dis- 
solved, and  an  act  pass  to  elect  a  new  one. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Amherst  and  Bedford,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, were  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  it  wilt  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  petitioners,  as 
well  as  of  general  public  utility,  to  establish  a  ferry  from  the  land  of  Thomas  Waugh,  in  the  county  of  Amherst, 
across  the  Fluvanna  river,  to  the  land  of  Nicholas  Davis,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  on  the  opposite  shore;  and  pray- 
ing that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  ferries;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with 
their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  giving  salaries  to  the 
Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  General  Assembly,  and  other  officers  of  civil  government;"  and  that  Messrs.  Nicho- 
las, Mann  Page  and  Josiah  Parker,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  auditors,  enclosing  a  state  of  the  annual  civil  list  expendi- 
tures of  government;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  giving  salaries  to  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  other  officers  of  the  civil  government." 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  disabled  soldiers,  sailors 
and  marines ;"  and  that  Messrs.  General  Nelson,  Parker,  Mann  Page,  Meade,  and  General  Lawson,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  for  the 
relief  of  shei'iffs;"  and  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  ilonday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  May  19,  17S3. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  House  a  state  of  the  monies  appropriated  by  his  or- 
der, with  the  advice  of  Council,  out  of  the  collection  made  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  our  quota  of  continental 
troops,  agreeable  to  an  act,  "to  recruit  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  continental  army." 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  desired  to  lay  before  tlie  House,  a  state  of  the  monies  received  agreeable  to  an 
act,  entitled  "  an  act,  to  recruit  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  continental  army,"  specifying  the  exact 
sums  received  from  each  county. 

And  ihs  said  resolutions  being  severally  twice  read  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  suspend  the  operation  of  an  act,  '  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for 
ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties'  and  '  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,'  into  one  act ;"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

A  motion  was  made ;  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  bill. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  several  matters  for  the  consideration  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  referring  to  sundry  letters  and  papers  enclosed  on  the  subject  tliereof;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  giving  salaries 
to  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly,  and  other  officers  of  civil  government ;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  lime. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  compel  the  counties  of  Dinwiddle,  King  and  Queen,  Fau- 
quier and  Essex,  to  comply  with   the  act,  "to  recruit  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  continental  army;"" 
and  that  Messrs.  Parker,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  General  Nelson,  and  Strother,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
D2 
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On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  constitution  of  tiie  committee  of  Trade  be  changed;  and  that  the  said  committee  be  hencefor- 
ward designated  the  committee  of  Public  Claims;  and  that  they  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into 
their  consideration  all  public  claims  referred  from  the  last  to  this  session  of  Assembly,  and  all  matters  that  shall  be, 
from  time  to  time,  to  them  referred,  together  with  all  petitions  and  claims  which  are  now  depending  before  the  said 
committee  of  Trade,  and  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House ;  and  they  are  to  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Commerce  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  General  Nelson,  Henderson,  William  Anderson,  Parker,  Ronald, 
Underwood,  Gilchrist,  Garland  Anderson,  Kearnes,  Wray,  Cowper,  Judkins,  Heath,  Wells,  and  Edward  Carter;  and 
thev  are  to  tneet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  under  their  consideration  all  such  matters  and  things 
relative  to  the  trade,  manufactures  and  commerce  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  referred  to 
them,  and  to  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon  ;  and  also,  occasionally,  such  improvements  as 
in  their  judgment  may  be  made  in  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  the  State,  to  the  House;  and  they  are  to  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

A  petition  of  William  Allison  and  Thomson  Mason,  jun.  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth, 
that  they  have  erected  a  water  mill  for  manufacturing  tobacco  snufi',  which  they  have  done  at  very  great  expense  and 
trouble,  and  are  apprehensive  the  same  will  be  defeated  by  the  combinations  of  importers  of  tobacco  snuff,  unless  a 
duty  is  laid  upon  the  importation  thereof;  and  praying  that  a  duty  of  one  shilling  per  pound  may  be  imposed  upon 
all  tobacco  snuff,  not  of  the  manufacture  of  one  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  be  imported  into  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  refi^rred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Essex,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  in  case  of  the  payment  of  British  debts,  they  are  very  apprehensive  of  an 
attempt  to  burthen  the  public,  by  making  good  the  depreciated  money  paid  by  British  debtors  into  the  public  trea- 
sury at  nominal  value,  in  discharge  of  their  debts,  under  the  sanction  of  an  act  of  Assembly ;  and  praying  for  the 
attention  of  the  legislature  to  this  subject. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  New  Kent  and  James  City,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  labor  under  great  inconvenience  by  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  the  Brick  House ;  and  praying  that  the  said  inspection  may  be  revived. 

Orrfererf,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  amend 
and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  that  they  do  examine  the  mat- 
ter thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  on  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Sheriffs,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  May  20,   17S3. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  tlie  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

General  Lawson  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  Hampden 
Sydney  Academy;  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  come 
to  a  resolution  tliereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  (his  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  trustees,  praying  that  the  said  Aca- 
demy may  be  incorporated,  and  other  cncouraQ;eincnt  given  by  the  legislature ;  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  General  Lawson,  Messrs. 
Henry,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Garland  Anderson  and  Bartlett  Anderson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  giving  salaries  to  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  As- 
sembly, and  other  officers  of  civil  government;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Susanna  Storrs  and  James  Pleasants,  guardians  of  Susanna  Storrs, 
an  infant,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deliv- 
ered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Susanna  Storrs  and  James  Pleasants, 
praying  that  they  may  be  authorised  to  lease  a  certain  tenement  in  the  town  of  Rlclimond,  the  property  of  their  ward, 
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the  said  Susanna,  to  George  Pickett,  lor  the  term  of  ten  years,  to  be  binding  on  the  said  Susanna,  lor  so  much  of  the 
term  as  may  be  unexpired,  on  her  arriving  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  be  rejected. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  report  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  be  desired  to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  Brigadier  General 
Muhlenberg,  for  the  monies  received  by  him  at  the  request  of  the  Executive  for  the  recruiting  service,  and  for  the 
pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  line;  and  that  in  the  settlement  of  this  account,  the  balance  of  four 
thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-two  pounds  ten  shillings,  unappropriated  by  him  for  those  services,  be  credited  in  his 
account  according  to  the  sum  in  his  hands,  without  charging  any  depreciation  on  the  same. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read,  vvas  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Claims. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Hay  be  appointed  clerk  to  the  committee  of  Commerce. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  vest  the  Gun  Factory  at  Fredericksburg,  and  the  public  lands 
belonging  thereto,  in  trustees,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  academy;"  and  that  Messrs.  Mann  Page,  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  and  Banister,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York,  to  level  the  works 
around  the  said  town;"  and  that  Messrs.  General  Nelson,  Prentis,  Thomas  Smith,  and  William  Nelson,  jun.  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Smith,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  became  security  for 
the  rent  of  a  house  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  for  the  use  of  the  quarter-master's  department,  and  is  threatened  with 
a  suit  at  law  for  the  same;  that  he  has  applied  to  the  Executive  to  exonerate  him  therefrom,  who,  though  disposed  so 
to  do,  have  no  fund  out  of  which  to  pay  the  said  rent;  and  praying  rehef. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Frederick  Warneck;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  chief  engineer  of  this  State,  with 
the  rank  of  Colonel,  in  the  year  1777  ;  but  upon  presenting  his  claim  to  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  they  have 
refused  to  allow  him  the  quantitj-  of  land  allowed  to  officers  of  his  rank,  from  a  doubt  that  his  case  does  not  come 
within  the  law  giving  such  bounty ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  M'Clurg,  late  physician  general,  and  director  of  the  Hospitals  in  this  State ;  to  the 
same  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Andrew  Ronald ;  setting  forth,  that  he  became  possessed  of  sundry  certificates  issued  from 
the  auditor's  office,  for  money  payable  out  of  the  military  fund,  one  of  which  was  for  145/.  3s.  8d.  bearing  date  the 
20th  of  December,  1782,  payable  to  John  Robertson  ;  that  he  has  casually  lost  the  said  certificates,  or  they  have  been 
stolen  from  him;  that  he  applied  to  the  auditors  to  renew  the  said  certificates  to  John  Robertson,  which  they  do  not 
consider  themselves  authorised  to  do ;  and  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  empowered  to  renew  the  said  certificates, 
upon  his  entering  into  bond  with  sufficient  security,  to  indemnify  the  State  against  the  former  one. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  representation  of  William  Pope,  sheriff  of  Jefferson  county,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  stating, 
that  on  the  day  appointed  by  law,  for  holding  the  election  in  the  said  county,  the  sheriffs  were  prevented  from  attend- 
ing by  the  inundation  of  the  waters  ;  that  the  people  assembled  without  the  sheriffs,  and  elected  two  delegates  to  re- 
present them  in  General  Assembly,  whom  they  are  desirous  should  receive  the  sanction  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  representation  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections;  that  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  t'le  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Daniel  Clarke,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  much  distressed  for 
want  oi  the  money  due  to  him  from  the  public,  and  which  the  Assembly  in  their  session  of  December,  1781,  ordered 
payment  of;  and  praying  that  he  may  now  receive  a  moiety,  or  fourth  part  thereof,  and  be  allowed  an  interest  of  six 
per  centum  on  the  balance  till  paid. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Matthew  Watts  Hatton  ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1777,  he  entered  into  the  service  of 
the  State  as  an  artificer,  and  from  the  public  want  of  tools,  was  induced  to  furnish  two  chests  of  tools,  his  own  pri- 
vate property  ;  that  the  said  tools  were  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  totally  lost,  the  petitioner  having  never  received  any  ' 
satisfaction  for  the  same  ;  and  praying  relief.  * 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Peyton;  setting  forth,  that  the  pay  allowed  him  as  clothier  general  of  the  line  of  this 
State,  in  the  continental  array,  has  been  greatly  inadequate  to  his  expenses  and  service;  that  his  two  assistants  have 
never  been  allowed  or  received  any  pay;  and  praying  relief 

Also,  a  petition  of  Philip  Timberlake;  setting  forth,  that  being  the  father  of  fourteen  children,  himself  aged 
and  in  poverty,  he  has  lost  several  sons  in  the  service  of  his  country,  added  to  which  a  distressed  son-in-law,  who  was 
drafted  into  the  service,  and  returned  sick  and  disabled  with  his  wife  and  four  children,  have  been  thrown  upon  the 
petitioner  for  support;  and  praying  relief  from  the  public. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wii^cht,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  reason  of  discontinuing  Warrasqueake  warehouse,  for  the  in- 
spection of  tobacco  in  the  said  county,  on  account  of  its  exposed  situation  to  the  enemy,  having  ceased  by  the  return 
of  peace,  it  will  be  of  great  public  utility  to  revive  the  same;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  effect. 
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Orderecl,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend 
and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  tlieir  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  persons,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ; 
setting  forth,  that  early  in  the  war  they  advanced  to  the  public  considerable  sums  of  money  on  loan,  and  received 
certificates  for  the  same  ;  that  by  an  act  of  1778,  those  certificates  were  called  in  and  others  granted  them,  be  ring 
date  only  at  the  time  of  their  emission,  whereby,  upon  a  settlement  by  the  scale  of  depreciation,  the  petitioners  will 
be  considerable  sufferers ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  daj',  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  ascer- 
taining certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  'for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,'  into  one  act;"  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  General  Nelson  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the 
same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Heath  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday  se'nnight. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Braxton,  Banister  and  Ross,  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Commerce;  and  Mr.  Norvel! 
to  the  committee  of  Claims. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "  for  the  relief  of  sheriffs;"  and  "to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust 
costs,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clocls. 


WEDNESDAY,  May  21,  1783. 

Several  other  members  having  taken  tlie  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  regu- 
lating and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  providing  against  invasions  and  insurrections,  into  one  act;"'  and  that 
General  Lawson,  General  Nelson,  General  Stevens,  Messrs.  Parker,  Meade,  Nicholas,  Banister,  Drury  Ragsdale, 
Stuart  and  Thruston,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  on  a 
memorial  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  stating  a  complaint  against  John  Price  Posey,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
coiinty  of  New  Kent ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  tise  state 
of  tlie  Com  iionwealth. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration,  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon ;  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  and  resolutions  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  ngrerd  to  the  bill  "  to  repeal  the  act,  '  for  seizure  and  condemnation  of  British 
goods  found  on  land,"  with  an  auiendi.ient;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then  he 
withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consid(>r  the  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  acquaint  the  Senate  tiierewith. 

Mr.  Southall  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the 
inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  the  resolution  respecting  the  accounts  of  Brigadier  General  Muhlenberg  to  them  referred,  and 
had  come  to  a  resolution  tliereupon,  wiiicii  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  tal)le,  wiiere 
the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  Brigadier  General  Muhlenberg,  in  the  settlement 
of  liis  accounts  with  the  auditors,  for  monies  received  by  him  at  the  request  of  the  Executive,  for  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice, ought  not  to  be  charged  with  the  depreciation  on  4,642/.  \0s.  prior  to  the  month  of  April,  1781  ;  it  appearing 
to  the  coinmittee,  that  the  said  sum  was  a  balance  which  remained  in  his  hands  unappropriated,  until  the  said  month  of 
April;  (roiii  wh.ch  period  depreciation  ought  to  he  cliai'ui^d  on  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  M"*.  Ricliard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 


15 

A  memorial  of  Joseph  Scott,  John  Stokes,  Samuel  Selden  and  Willis  Wilson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and 
read;  selling  forth,  that  they  are  disabled  officers  who  have  received  wounds  in  the  service  of  their  country;  and 
praving  to  receive  the  benefit  of  an  act,  "for  giving  full  pay  for  life,  to  wounded  and  disabled  officers." 

Also,  a  petition  of  Simon  Nathan;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  in  great  distress,  and  has  suflered  much  injury  in  his 
mercantile  credit,  for  want  of  the  money  awarded  to  be  due  to  him  from  this  State,  by  referees  appointed  for  that 
purpose  in  Pliiladelpiiia ;  and  praying  that  he  may  now  receive  a  reasonable  proportion  of  his  claim,  and  be  allowed 
an  niterest  of  six  per  centum  for  the  balance,  until  paid. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Major  John  Belfield ;  setting  forth,  that  he  some  time  since  advanced  a  sum  of  money  for  pub- 
lic service  at  the  request  of  the  then  Governor,  his  accounts  for  which  have  been  duly  passed,  and  a  warrant  on  the 
treasurer  granted  for  the  same,  but  that  there  is  no  fund  out  of  which  he  can  procure  payment;   and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Robertson;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  considerable  arrears  of  pay  due  to  him  as  inspec- 
tor commissary  of  issues,  and  for  sundry  advances  made  by  him,  as  well  as  for  contracts  for  the  public  service,  and 
has  been  subjected  to  suits  at  law;  and  praying  that  his  accounts  may  be  liquidated,  and  relief  granted  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Caleb  Tate;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1780,  a  considerable  quantity  of  whiskey  was  im- 
pressed from  him  for  the  use  of  the  army;  that  the  county  court  belbre  whom  he  presented  his  claim  for  said  whis- 
ke\,  valued  it  at  twelve  shillings  per  gallon,  and  that  a  late  law  has  fixed  the  price  at  four  shillings  per  gallon,  by 
which  he  will  be  a  great  loser,  inasmuch  as  he  was  at  great  expense  in  the  transportation  thereof;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered.  Tliat  the  said  memorial  and  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  tliereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  line  in  continental  service,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  soldiers 
of  the  said  line,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  fully  satisfied  of  the  attention  of  the  legis- 
lature to  tlieir  past  requisitious,  they  are  indu'-ed  to  represent  the  inequality  and  insufficiency  of  the  bounty  of  lands 
intended  for  tliein,  as  well  as  (he  particular  distress  of  the  soldiers,  and  their  inability  to  survey  the  said  lands  ;  that 
in  the  same  confidence  they  hope  proper  funds  will  be  provided  for  the  redemption  of  the  certificates  granted  them 
for  pay  and  depreciation  ;  and  praying  that  the  Assembly  will  adopt  measures  for  their  present  relief,  as  well  as  to 
execute  the  former  promises  and  intention  of  the  legislature  in  their  favor. 

Also,   a  memorial  ol'  the  officers  of  the  Illinois  regiment,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  setting  forth, 
that  upon  the  conqu  st  of  that  country,  a  gratuity  of  lands  was  promised  them;  that  by  the  cession  of  the  said  country 
to  Congress,  a  reservation  is  made  of  150,000  acres  for  that  purpose;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  authorised  to  ^ 
locate  the  said  land,  and  establish  a  town  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Ohio  river,  opposite  to  the  town  of  Louisville. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Shannon,  Patrick  Kennedy  and  Zephaniah  Blackford ;  setting  forth,  that  they  are 
staff  officers  in  the  Illinois  regiment,  and  conceive  themselves  equall)'  entitled  with  the  officers  in  the  line  of  the  said 
regiment,  to  a  bounty  of  lands ;  and  praying  that  such  bounty  may  be  extended  to  them. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Richard  Gaines;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  lost  or  had  destroyed,  a  certificate  for  militia  ser- 
vice, and  a  warrant  for  provisions  furnished  the  army ;  and  praying  that  the  said  certificate  and  warrant  may  be  re- 
newed. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Holland ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  respited  by  the  last  Assembly,  until  the  present  ses- 
sion, from  the  execution  of  a  sentence  of  death  for  treason;  and  that  fully  sensible  of  the  lenity  of  his  country,  no 
person  having  yet  suflered  for  the  said  ofience,  he  is  induced  to  hope  for  mercy;  and  praying  that  a  pardon  may  be 
granted  him  for  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  setting 
forth,  that  a  mill-dam,  erected  by  Jacoviis  Early,  over  Goose  creek  in  the  said  county,  has  created  an  obstruction  to 
the  p  :s5nge  offish,  to  the  great  detriment  of  th"  petitioners;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  clearing  the  stream 
of  the  said  creek,  and  preventing  any  obstruction  to  the  passage  offish. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Princess  Anne,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed  ; 
setting  forth,  that  it  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  trade  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  to  have  a  town  estab- 
lished at  Kemp's  landing ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorials  and  petitions,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereol",  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundrj'  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lincoln,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  thankfully  acknowledging  the  attention  of  the  legislature  in  granting  them 
a  court  of  General  Judicature,  they  have  confidence  that  their  further  reasonable  petitions,  for  the  good  of  that  re- 
mote settlement,  will  be  favorably  heard  ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  regulate  their  militia;  to  dispose  of  the 
orphans  of  poor  people;  respecting  estrays;  and  to  authorise  the  solemnization  of  the  rites  of  matrimony,  b\-  some  civil 
power. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  iniiabitants  of  the  county  of  Princess  Anne,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was 
presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  it  will  be  of  great  utility  to  the  public,  and  advantage  to  the  pe- 
titioners, to  revive  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Wilkinson's,  in  the  said  county;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pa^s  to 
that  efl'ect. 

Ordred,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 
E  2        I 
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Tlic  House,  according  to  tlie  order  of  tlie  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
•'  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  Assembly,  as  declares  the  delegates  to  Congress  eligible  to  either  House  of 
Assembly;"  and  after  some  time  spent  tiierein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  that  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made 
an  aiflendment  tliereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was 
again  twice  read,  and  agrepd  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "lor  tlie  relief  of  sherifl's ;"  "  to  enable  the  General  Court,  to  settle  and  adjust 
costs;"  and  "to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  '  for  ascertain- 
ing certain  taxes  and  duties,'  and  'for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,'  into  one  act,"  being  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  May  22,  1783. 

Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  Assembly,  as  declares  the  delegates  to  Congress 
eligible  to  either  House  of  Assembly;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  Assembly, 
as  declares  the  delegates  to  Congress  eligible  to  either  House  of  Assembly." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Gen.  Stevens : 
^  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  respecting  the  accounts  of  Brigadier  General  Miih- 

lenburg.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  sundry  matters  for  the  consideration  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  referring  to  several  letters  and  papers  enclosed  on  the  subject  thereof;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  be  referred  to  the  rommittpe  of  Cocnmerce. 

Ordered,  That  the  extract  of  the  letter  from  Richard  Kidder  Meade,  Esq.  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  That  all  other  of  the  said  letters  and  papers  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Claims,  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  petition  of  Simon  Nathan, 
to  them  referred  ;  and  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  information  of  William  Pope,  sherifi"  of  the  county  of  Jt  fferson,  to 
them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at    ■ 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  folioweth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  election  of  delegates  to  serve  in  this  present  General 
Assembly,  for  the  said  county  of  Jefl'ersou,  was  illegal;  and  that  a  writ  ought  to  issue  for  electing  delegates  to  repre- 
sent the  said  county  in  this  present  General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  Thai  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  call- 
ing in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates  ;"  and  that  Slessrs.  Henderson,  Ronald,  Prentis,  Strother,  Braxton  and  Dand-  , 
ridge,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  sundry  persons  respecting  Loan-Oflice  certificates,  granted  them  for  monies  lent  ^ 
tlie  public,  which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates;"  that  they  do  examine^jj 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  tlioreupou,  tn  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resohilion  : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House,  a  state  of  the  money  due  by  the  Loan  Office, 
calculating  the  value  thereof  in  specie,  by  the  table  of  depreciation,  and  including  the  interest  due  thereon,  until  the 
flrst  day  of  the  present  month. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  th(!  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  be  added  to  the  committee,  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to 
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amend  and  reduce  the  severalacts  of  Assembly,  for  regulating  and  disciplining  tlie  militia,  and  for  providing  against 
invnsions  and  insurrections,  into  one  act ;"  and  Messrs.  Thomas  Smith,  Lankford,  Kee  and  Ragsdale,  to  the  com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

A  petition  of  Lieutenants  John  Steel,  Luke  Cannon  and  Samuel  Baskerville,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read; 
setting  forth,  that  they  received  considerable  sums  of  paper  money  tor  the  recruiting  service,  which  not  being  t.ble  to 
apply  in  that  service,  they  offered  to  return  to  the  treasury;  but  the  same  was  refused,  without  the  petitioners  would 
pay  depreciation  upon  the  said  money,  which  they  think  unreasonable  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Walker  Baylor;  setting  forth,  that  being  a  lieutenant  of  cavalry,  he  received  a  wound  in  his 
foot  by  a  cannon  ball  at  the  battle  of  Germantown,  which  has  disabled  him  from  the  use  thereof  in  a  great  degree, 
and  also  affects  his  leg ;  that  the  expenses  attending  his  cure  have  been  very  considerable  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  the  relief  of  sheriffs  ;"  "to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs;" 
"  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  '  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain 
faxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act;"  and  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assem- 
bly, for  giving  salaries  to  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assemble,  and  other  officers  of  civil  governmeiu," 
being  read ; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  May  23,  17S3. 


Another  member  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Bassett: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  for  providing  a  flag,  agreeable  to  the  recommenda-l^ 
tion  of  Congress.     And  then  he  withdrew.  ' 

A  petition  of  Daniel  Boatright,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  incurred  great 
expense  in  curing,  and  providing  for  a  wounded  soldier,  who  came  to  his  house  on  the  retreat  of  baron  Steuben,  from 
the  Point  of  Fork  ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  made  compensation  for  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Elizabeth  Adcock,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Benoni  Boatright,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Elizabeth  Cunningham;  setting  forth,  that  in  June,  1780,  her  husband  marched  with  the  militia 
from  Cumberland  county  to  South  Carolina  ;  that  she  has  never  heard  of  him  since  the  battle  of  Camden,  at  which 
time  she  is  apprehensive  he  was  slain;  and  that  she  is  much  distressed,  and  with  a  family  of  small  children;  and  pray- 
ing relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  King  George,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read  ;  praying  that  the  warehouses  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Boyd's  Hole  and-  Macho- 
dack,  in  the  said  county,  which  were  united  by  a  late  act  of  Assembly,  may  be  separated  and  established  distinct  in- 
spections. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Northampton,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ; 
praying  that  the  warehouses  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Nassvvaddock's  in  the  said  county,  which  were  discon- 
tinued by  a  late  act  of  Assembly,  may  be  revived. 

Ordered,   That  the  said  petitions  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  do  not  issue  warrants  under  the  4tb  section  of  the  act  of  the  last 
session  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  act;  entitled  '  an  act,  for  adjusting  certain  public  claims,"  until 
provision  shall  be  made  by  this  Assembly  for  the  more  equitable  settlement  of  the  warrants  heretofore  issued  for  paper 
money. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,   agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  carry  the  resokuioii  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  Concurrence. 

General  Nelson  reported,  Ircm  the  committee  of  Commerce,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  a  clause  of  the  letter  from  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  of  the  loth  instant,  to  his 
excellency  the  Governor,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  members  of  Congress  of  this 
State,  in  the  instructions  they  are  about  to  give  to  our  plenipotentiaries  abroad,  respecting  a  treaty  of  commerce  to 
be  entered  into  by  them  with  Great  Britain,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  to  act  upon  liberal  and 
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generous  principles,  allowing  to  that  nation  the  same  advantages  in  point  of  commerce,  which  they  are  willing  to 
allow  us,  reserving  to  ourselves  the  right  of  giving  any  bounty  in  tonnage  or  otherwise,  to  vessels  built  within  this 
State. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  immediately- 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  report;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cabell  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  said  report  under  their  consideration,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon;  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress,  be  instructed 
that  the  legislature  approve  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain  upon  principles  of  reciprocity,  desiring  how- 
ever, that  no  treaty  of  commerce  between  these  States,  and  any  power  whatsoever,  may  be  finally  concluded  on,  before 
the  same  shall  have  been  sent  to  Congress  for  approbation,  and  the  difterent  States  have  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering it;  that  in  the  mean  time  the  legislature  approve  of  a  provisional  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  whereby  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  two  countries  may  be  facilitated. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cabell  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. ' 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  desired  to  lay  before  the  House,  an  account  of  all  debts  due  from  the  public 
within  the  department  of  the  Executive. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  prohibit  intercourse  with, 
and  admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Henderson,  Henry  and  Richard  Henry  Lee,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  prohibit  the  return  of  certain  persons  to  this  State ;"  and  that 
Messrs.  Nicholas,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  RufEn  and  Everard  Meade,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Hayes,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  intermarried  with 
(Martha,  daughter  of  James  Hayes,  deceased,  who  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  devised  four  slaves  to  a  certain  Eli- 
zabeth Holder,  during  her  natural  life,  and  after  her  decease,  to  be  equally  divided  between  James  and  Frankey  Hol- 
der, illegitimate  children  of  the  said  Elizabeth  ;  that  the  said  Frankey  Holder  is  since  dead  without  issue,  and  being 
illegitimate  can  have  no  heir  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  whereby  the  said  slaves  will  escheat  to  the  Common- 
wealth ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  vest  the  said  slaves  and  their  increase,  in  the  petitioner  and  the  said 
Martha. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,   and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  returns  of  monies  received  under  the 
late  recruiting  law,  and  appropriated  by  the  Executive ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  giving  salaries  to  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly,  and 
other  officers  of  civil  government;"  and  after  some  time  spent  tiierein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Geiifral 
Nelson  reported,  that  the  committee  iiad,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  m:ide  some 
progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  ihrougii  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  acjain  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  for  the  relief  of  sheriffs  ;"  "  to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs ;" 
"  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  '  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes 
and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act;"  and  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of 
A.ssembl\,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  May  24,  1783. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills : 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Richard  Lee,  William  Walkins,  Banister,  Prentis,  Btillitt,  Stephens, 
Thomson  Mason,  and  Nicholas  Cabell. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 
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Mr.  Speaker, — The  Sennte  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  giving  instructions  to  the  rlelegates  of  iliis  State  in|^ 
Congress,  respecting  a  provisional  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain.      And  tiien  he  withdrew.  ' 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  sundry  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Bellfield ;  setting  forth,  that  some  time 
past  he  did,  at  the  request  of  the  then  Governor  Jefferson,  advance  the  sum  of  1.58/.  Is.  6d.  for  equipping  and  cloth- 
ing Col.  White's  regiment  of  light  dragoons;  that  his  accounts  for  the  same  have  been  passed  by  the  auditors,  and  a 
warrant  granted  him,  but  there  is  no  fund  out  of  which,  he  can  procure  payment,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable; 
and  that  the  treasurer  ought  to  pay  to  the  petitioner  the  said  sum  of  158/.  Is.  Gd.  out  of  any  public  money  in  his  hands. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Joseph  Scott,  John  Stokes,  Samuel  Selden, 
and  Willis  Wilson,  praying  that  they  may  be  allowed  full  pay  for  life,  as  officers  wiio  have  been  disabled  and  wounded 
in  the  service  of  their  country,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioners  ought  to  receive  full  pay  for  life  from  the  public. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Lieutenants  John  Steel,  Luke  Cannon  . 
and  Samuel  Baskerville  ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  November,  1781,  they  severally  received  from  the  pay- 
master of  this  State,  a  considerable  sum  of  paper  money  for  the  recruiting  service;  that  finding  themselves  unsuccess- 
ful in  that  business,  they  did,  in  a  short  time  afterwards,  tender  the  money  so  advanced  them,  to  the  pay-master  in 
Richmond,  who  refused  to  receive  it,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  give  the  peti- 
tioners credit  for  the  said  money  without  depreciation  ;  and  that  the  treasurer  ought  to  receive  the  same  into  the  trea- 
sury. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  John  Peyton,  as  prays  that  an 
allowance  may  be  made  him  in  addition  to  his  salary  as  clothier-general  of  this  State,  which  has  been  greatly  inade- 
quate to  his  services,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  some  al- 
lowance may  be  made  to  William  Fowler,  who  acted  as  an  assistant  to  the  petitioner,  and  for  whom  no  provision  has 
heretofore  been  made,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  said  William  Fowler  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds 
per  annum,  during  the  time  that  he  was  employed  in  that  service;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  grant  him  a  war- 
rant accordingly,  after  deducting  the  clothing  and  money  which  have  been  advanced  him  by  the  public. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  further  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  some 
allowance  may  be  made  to  John  Tebbs,  who  also  acted  as  an  assistant  to  the  petitioner,  be  rejected ;  it  appearing  to 
the  committee  that  the  petitioner  was  only  authorised  to  appoint  one  assistant. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Adcock,  praying  that  an  allow- 
ance may  be  made  her  in  consideration  of  the  trouble  and  expense  which  she  incurred  in  attending  and  curing  a  sol- 
dier, by  the  name  of  Jesse  Salmon,  who  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  the  Waxsaws,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  pe- 
titioner ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  61.  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Th?it  the  petition  of  Walker  Baylor,  praying  that  some  provi- 
sion may  be  made  for  him,  as  an  officer,  who  has  been  disabled  and  wounded  in  the  service  of  his  countr}',  is  reasona- 
ble; and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  receive  from  the  public  half  pay  for  life,  as  a  captain  of  dragoons. 

The  1st  and  3d  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  2d  resolution  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

The  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th  and  8th  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st  and  3d  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  Assembly  "as  al-jt 
lows  the  delegates  to  Congress  to  be  eligible  to  either  House  of  Assembly ;."  also,  to  the  resolution  that  the  auditors|J^ 
suspend  issuing  warrants  for  impressed  property.     And  then  he  withdrew.  ~' 

Ordered  That  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  be  discharged  from  farther  proceeding  on  the  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  Richard  Kidder  Meade,  Esq.  to  them  referred. 

Mr.  Henderson,  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  repeal  the  act.  entitled,  an  act  to  prohibit  intercourse 
with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  repeal  an  act,  entitled,  an  act,  declaring  who  shall  be  deem- 
ed citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such  citizens  ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Taylor  of 
Caroline,  Everard  Meade,  Thomas  Smith,  Nicholas,  General  Lavvson,  Strother,  and  Arthur  Lee,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to 
prohibit  the  return  of  certain  persons  to  this  State. 

Mr.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  inspected  an  enrolled  bill  to  them  referred,  and  found  it  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate  for  their  insjDection. 
F  2 
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4^  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wallace  be  added  to  the  committees  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  and  Courts  of  Justice; 

'Mr.  Hunter  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  Mr.  Wilson  Miles  Gary  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections;  and 
Messrs.  James  Campbell  and  Breckenridge,  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  inspected  an  enrolled  bill,  and  find  it  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  their  Speakei 
hath  signed  it.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  then  signed  the  following  enrolled  bill: 

"  An  act  to  repeal  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  seizure  and  condemnation  of  British  goods,  found  on  land." 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  foUowi:.;?:  re-olution : 

Whereas,  in  conformity  to  the  seventh  article  of  the  provisional  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  these 
United  States,  it  was  among  other  things  provided,  that  all  the  slaves  and  odier  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  same 
should  be  restored;  and  the  commander  of  the  British  Ibrces,  in  several  instances  wherein  this  State  in  particular  is 
greatly  interested,  hath  delayed  to  comply  with  the  said  article : 

Resolved,  That  commissioners  be  authorised  and  einpowereu  to  demand  a  restoration  of  all  slaves  and  other  pro- 
perty, belonging  to  the  citizens  of  this  State ;  and  in  case  it  should  be  necessary,  the  said  commissioners  are  to  apply 
(o  Congress  for  any  further  autliority  on  this  subject. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  followlLig  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  General  \ssembly,  an  account  of  all  monies  paid  in- 
to the  Loan  Office  of  this  State,  under  "  an  act  for  sequestering  British  property,  enabling  those  indebted  to  British 
subjects  to  pay  off  such  debts,  and  directing  the  proceedings  in  suits  where  such  subjects  are  parties;"  specifying  the 
particular  periods  at  which  the  different  payments  were  made. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Leighton  Wood,  jun.  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  upon  his  removal 
from  the  board  of  auditors,  to  the  office  of  Solicitor,  his  salary  was  reduced,  and  made  less  than  the  auditors,  by  one 
hundred  pounds  per  annum ;  that  he  conceives  the  duty  of  Solicitor  equally  great,  and  to  require  not  less  trouble  and 
attendance  than  the  duty  of  an  auditor ;  and  praying  that  the  difference  in  salary  heretofore,  may  be  made  good  to 
him,  and  the  salaries  of  the  said  oflicers  in  future,  be  made  equal. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Daniel  Du-Val,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  auditors  have  refused 
to  grant  him  the  necessary  certificates  to  obtain  the  bounty  of  land  due  to  him  as  an  officer  of  the  Virginia  line,  in  con- 
tinental service,  although  he  is  accounted  for  as  such,  in  this  State's  quota;  and  praying  relief 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  William  Morton,  was  presented  to  the  Hpuse  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the  Auditors  have  refused 
to  grant  him  a  quietus  for  his  collection  of  taxes,  as  sherifi'of  Charlotte  county,  although  he  has  paid  the  full  amount 
thereof,  into  the  treasury,  because  the  petitioner  could  not  take  the  oath  which  the  law  requires;  that  the  list  of  pay- 
ments by  him  received  for  taxes,  did  correspond  with  the  receipts  given  :  such  receipts  being  given  before  the  petiti- 
oner knew  of  the  law;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  she- 
riffs." 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes 
^and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
^ji-esumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their 
^»  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  "  to 
amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  giving  salaries  to  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly,  and  other 
officers  of  civil  goverement,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  Tuesday  next. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  wiiole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "  for  the  relief  of  sheriffs;"  "to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust 
costs;"  and  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act,"  being 
read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,   1 1  o'clock. 
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MONDAY,  May  26,  17Sa. 

Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

A  bill,  "to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  an  act,  to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  subjects  inta 
this  Slate;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Wednes- 
day next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Fitzhugh  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  directing  the  treasurer  to  discharge  a  warrant  granted  flv> 
to  John  Bellfield,  out  of  any  public  money  in  his  hands.     And  then  he  withdrew.  f 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts 
of  Assemlily  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act;"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  a  blank  therein  filled  up. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  word  "No- 
vember," and  inserting  the  word  "October"  in  lieu  thereof,  it  being  the  period  to  which  distress  to  be  made  for  thf 
public  taxes,  pursuant  to  the  said  Irill,  was  proposed  to  be  limited; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes  48  Noes  62 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Mann  Page,  and  seconded  bj'  Mr.  Henderson ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes,  on  the  foregoing  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Zachariah  Johnston,  Adam  Stephen,  Moses  Hunter,  John 
Breckenridge,  Archibald  Stewart,  Robert  Gilchrist,  John  Taylor  of  Caroline,  William  Green  Munford,  Joel  Wat- 
kins,  French  Strother,  George  Booker,  John  Edmundson,  Alexander  Henderson,  Charles  Broadwater,  John  Barker, 
"William  Pickett,  David  Ross,  John  Powell,  John  Crittenden,  Isaac  Coles,  Turner  Southall,  William  Norvell,  Wil- 
liam Nelson,  jun.  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  Josiah  Parker,  Joseph  Jones,  Henry  Towles,  James  Ball,  jun.  William 
Anderson,  Caleb  Wallace,  Stephens  Thomson  Mason,  John  Carter,  John  Kearnes,  John  Bowdoin,  John  Thornton, 
William  Moore,  Arthur  Lee,  John  Fauntleroy,  John  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Mann  Page,  Thomas  Towles, 
Charles  Carter,  Richard  Cocke,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Richard  Lee,  Arthur  Campbell,  Joseph  Preutis  and  Henry 
Tazewell. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  George  Nicholas,  Edward  Carter  William  Cabell,  Ni- 
cholas Cabell,  Samuel  Sherwin,  John  Cunningham,  Robert  Clarke,  Thomas  Lumpkin,  Andrew  Meade,  Hickinson 
Barksdale,  John  Ward,  Thomas  Collier,  Robert  Goode,  George  Carrintiton,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  William  Wat- 
kins,  George  Wray,  Spencer  Roane,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  Thomas  Smith,  Thomas  Underwood,  James  M'Craw, 
Elias  Poston,  Abraham  Hite,  Bartlett  Anderson,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Patrick  Henry,  Hugh  Innis,  Thomas  Coleman, 
Henry  Todd,  John  Pollnrd,  Carter  Braxton,  Drury  Ragsdale,  Thomas  Johnson,  jun.  Henry  Stokes,  Edward  Rags- 
dale,  Thomas  Pettus,  Samuel  Goode,  Maurice  Smith,  William  Curtis,  James  Campbell,  John  Watkins,  William  Dand- 
ridge,  jun.  Isaac  Avery,  Johii  Scott,  Benjamin  Lankford,  William  Dix,  Robert  Lavvson,  Richard  Bibb,  Edmund 
Ruffin,  jun.  Benjamin  Harrison,  Alexander  Scott  Bullitt,  Charles  Campbell,  Andrew  Moore,  John  Hopkins,  Abra- 
ham Bi;d,  John  Rogers,  Thomson  Mason,  Gray  Judkins,  Sterling  Harwell,  Wilson  Miles  Cary  and  Thomas  Nel- 
son, jun. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled 
'  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  estab- 
lishing a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Besolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Executive  to  cause  the  several  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  subse- 
quent in  date  to  the  revisal  in  the  j'ear  1769,  and  the  ordinances  of  Convention,  which  are  now  in  force,  to  be  col- 
lected into  one  code,  with  a  proper  index  and  marginal  notes;  that  copies  of  this  code  be  printed  in  sufficient  numbers 
for  the  use  of  the  several  county  courts  ;  that  they  be  covered  with  paste-board ;  and  that  the  Executive  be  empowered 
to  defray  the  expense  of  this  collection,  and  of  printing  the  same,  out  of  any  monies  in  the  treasury. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  repeal  the  act,  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such  citizens;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Thomson  Mason  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  farther 
continuing  the  several  acts  of  Assembly ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  n 
second  time. 

Gen.  Nelson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York,  to  level  the  works 
around  the'  said  town,  at  public  expense;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  discouraging  extensive 
credits,  and  repelling  the  act,  prescribing  the  method  of  proving  book  debts ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Tazewell  Hunter, 
Parker,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and  Bra-xton,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
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The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  reci- 
ting the  reasons  upon  which  they  founded  the  advice  of  Council  to  the  Governor,  upon  the  complaint  against  John 
Price  Posey,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  New  Kent;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  House  on  tlie  stale  of  the  Commonwealth. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill,  "  to  prohibit  the  return  of  certain  persons 
10  this  State  ;"  be  discharged  therefrom. 

I  The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 

Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  the  relief  of  sheriffs;"  "  to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust 
costs ;"  and  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act,"  being 
read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  of}'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  May  27,   1783. 

A  bill,  "for  farther  continuing  several  acts  of  Assembly;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
•and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "to  enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York,  to  level  the  works  around  the  said  town  at  public  expense;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "to  repeal  the  act,  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who 
shall  be  deemed  such  citizens;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  Thursday. 

A  petition  of  John  Brownlow,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  being  one  of  the  militia 
of  the  county  of  Augusta,  he  was  draughted  and  joined  General  Morgan;  and  at  the  battle  of  the  Cowpens  received 
a  wound  in  his  head,  in  effecting  a  cure  of  which,  he  lias  incurred  considerable  expense;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Captain  Nathaniel  Fox ;  setting  forth,  that  he  entered  early  into  the  army;  and  at  the  action 
at  Brandy  wine  unfortunately  received  two  wounds,  which  have  deprived  him  of  the  use  of  his  left  arm ;  and  praying 
relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Poage;  setting  forth,  that  being  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Augusta,  he  proceeded  to  exe- 
cute the  act  of  October,  1777,  "for  laying  a  public  levy;"  but  finds  that  the  respective  proportions  allotted  him  to 
pay  to  public  creditors,  greatly  exceeds  the  amount  of  his  collection:  added  to  which,  the  iuhabiiants  of  the  county 
of  Monongalia,  considering  themselves  as  no  longer  belonging  to  this  State,  but  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  have 
refused  to  pay  their  proportions  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matters  there- 
of", and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill,  "for 
re-forming  the  county  courts." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Isaac  Avery,  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

A  petition  of  Charles  May,  sheriff  of  Buckingham  county,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth, 
thai  notwithstanding  the  utmost  exertions  of  himself  and  his  deputies,  he  has  been  prevented  from  completing  his  col- 
lection of  the  taxes  for  the  last  year ;  in  consequence  of  which,  a  judgment  was  given  against  him  by  the  General 
Court,  for  the  balance  due  upon  his  collection ;  and  praying  to  be  relieved  from  the  damages  and  costs  incurred  by 
<he  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of 
sheriffs."  , 

A  petition  of  the  Honorable  James  Monroe,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  in  Janu- 
ary, 1776,  he  entered  into  the  third  Virginia  regiment  as  a  Lieutenant;  that  at  the  close  of  the  campaign  he  was  pro- 
moted to  a  Captaincy,  and  from  that  post  advanced  to  the  rank  of  a  Major  in  Lord  Stirling's  family,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued till  the  latter  end  of  February,  1779,  and  then  withdrew  from  the  army,  in  consequence  of  an  arrangement, 
which  deprived  him  of  any  further  prospect  of  promotion;  that  he  was  afterwards  appointed  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Commandant  of  a  regiment  in  the  service  of  this  Slate,  and  acted  some  time  in  that  capacity ;  and  praying  that  he 
may  be  allowed  a  bounty  in  lands,  and  the  depreciation  of  his  pay,  whilst  he  was  in  service. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Conmion  Council  of  the  city  of  Williamsburg;  pray- 
ing that  they  may  be  authorised  to  raise  by  way  of  lottery,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty  pounds,  for 
the  purpose  of  repairing  the  public  buildings  vested  in  the  corporation  of  the  said  city,  by  an  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly at  their  last  session;  and  setting  forth,  that  tliey  labor  under  many  difficulties  from  a  want  of  power  in  the 
Court  of  Hustings  to  receive  probats  of  wills  and  deeds,  and  lo  grant  administrations ;  and  praying  that  the  said 
■Court  of  Hustings  may  be  empowered  to  receive  jirobats  of  wills  and  record  the  same,  to  grant  administrations,  and 
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(0  admit  deeds  to  proof  and  record;  and  praying  also,  that  tlioy  may  be  empowered  annually  to  raise  a  suftlcicnt  sum 
ol'  money  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  appointed  to  keep  tlie  peace  of  the  said  citv. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  tlie  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  and  after  sometime 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  tlie  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  tliat  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go'through 
the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Parker  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  continue  the 
act,  '  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State." 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  the  relief  of  sheriffs;"  "  to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust 
costs;"  and  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  giving  salaries  to  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assem- 
bly, and  other  officers  of  civil  government,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  May  28,  1783. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  farther  continuing  several  acts  of  Assembly;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  further  continuing  several  acts  of  Assembly." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomson  Mason  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Henry  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  clearing  Dan  river  and  the  other  branches  of  the  Roanoke;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Prentis  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  John  Holland,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Holland,  praying  that  an  act  of  Assemblj'  may  pass  to  liberate 
him  from  his  confinement,  and  to  absolve  him  from  the  sentence  of  death  passed  against  him  by  the  General  Court ; 
is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  a  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  Same. 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  the 
act,  '  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a 
bill  "to  authorise  the  auditors  to  grant  new  warrants  and  certificates,  in  certain  instances." 

A  petition  of  Richard  Clough  Anderson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  September, 
1781,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Executive,  adjutant  general  of  the  militia  then  in  service,  with  the  rank  of  colonel; 
that  he  has  since  made  application  to  the  auditors  to  liquidate  his  accounts  for  his  services  whilst  acting  in  that  capa- 
city, vi'ho  have  refused  to  make  him  any  allowance  for  the  same,  alleging  that  they  are  not  authorised  by  law  so  to 
do ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Barnett;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  years  1780  and  1781,  he  had  the  command  of  three 
companies  of  militia;  the  pay  rolls  for  which  he  settled  in  the  month  of  September,  1781,  and  received  the  money, 
which  the  men  have  since  refused  to  accept,  because  of  the  depreciation  of  the  same  ;  and  praying  that  the  auditors 
may  be  empowered  to  grant  him  specie  certificates  for  the  pay  of  the  said  three  companies,  upon  his  paying  the  money 
he  received,  into  the  public  treasury. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  tlieir  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  tiie  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  having  stated,  that  the  sura  of  fifty-three  pounds  twelve  shillings,  is 
really  due  to  Doctor  William  Brown,  for  his  services  in  the  continental  army  in  the  year  177C,  which  they  do  not 
think  themselves  authorised  to  allow; 

Resolved,  That  the  auditor;  be  directed  to  issue  a  military  warrant  to  the  said  Doctor  William  Brown,  for  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  fifty-three  pounds  and  twelve  shillings,  with  interest  due  thereon. 
G  2 
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And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of 
Claims. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following;  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay  to  George  Harraer,  agreeable  to  the  auditor's  warrant,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
pounds,  out  of  any  unappropriated  money  in  his  hands,  or  to  be  in  his  hands. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Resolved.  That  the  resolution  be  rejected. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto, 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  suspend  in 
part  the  operation  of  the  act,  'concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects,  and  for  other  purposes,"  as 
empowers  the  Governor  and  Council  to  draw  warrants  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  George  Harmer;  and  that  Messrs. 
Juhn  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Henry,  and  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  indemnify  all  officers  of  the  continental  army,  or  others, 
■for  acts  necessarily  done  in  execution  of  military  operations;"  and  that  Messrs.  Arthur  Lee,  Edmundson,  and  General 
Stephens,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  Cabell  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday 
se'nnight. 

A  memorial  of  Francis  Taylor,  colonel  of  the  late  regiment  of  guards,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  said  regiment,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the  said  regiment  was  raised 
by  a  resolution  of  Assembly  of  the  19th  of  December,  1778,  taken  upon  continental  establishment  by  a  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  9th  of  January,  1779,  and  disbanded  in  the  month  of  June,  1781 ;  that  the  said  regiment  never  re- 
ceived any  pay,  but  in  depreciated  paper  money;  and  praying  that  the  pay  of  the  said  regiment  may  be  made  good 
in  the  same  manner  with  that  of  other  troops  in  the  service  of  this  State;  also  stating  that  the  memorialist,  from  five 
years  service  in  the  army,  first  as  a  major  in  the  continental  line,  and  then  as  colonel  of  the  said  regiment,  conceives 
himself  entitled  to  the  half  pay  of  a  colonel;  and  praying  that  such  half  pay  may  be  made  good  to  him. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  State  line,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  soldiers  of  the  said  line;  set- 
ting forth,  that  they  are  in  the  same  predicament  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  continental  line,  with 
respect  to  their  claim  to  the  bounty  of  land,  and  deficiencies  of  pay  and  rations  ;  and  praying  that  the  same  advanta- 
ges may  in  both  cases  be  extended  to  them,  and  to  the  officers,  marines  and  seamen,  belonging  to  the  State  Navj', 
as  shall  be  given  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  continental  line. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorials  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances :  tiiat  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  tlie  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  the  relief  of  sherifl's  ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Braxton  re- 
ported that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through 
the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  when  the  House  should  think 
proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs;"  "  to  amend  the  several 
acts  of  Assembly,  giving  salaries  to  the  Sjieakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly,  and  the  other  officers  of  civil  gov- 
ernment ;"  "  to  repeal  the  act,  '  to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State  ;" 
and  "  to  enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York,  to  level  the  works  around  the  said  town  at  public  expense,"  being- 
read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  May  29,  1783. 

Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Mr.  lit  in-y  reported,  fioni  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  uqder  their  consideration  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  Virgnna  continental  line,  to  them  referred, 
and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  whicii  lie  read  in  his  jjlace,  and  afterwards  deli\ered  in  at  the  clei  k's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Mr.  Thomson  Mason  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  continue 
and  amend  the  act,  'for  regulating  the  practice  of  attornies ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "  for  clearing  Dan  river  and  the  other  branches  of  Roanoke;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken 
for  public  service;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
Monday  next. 

Ordered,  That  General  Nelson  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Friday  se'nnight. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  respecting  recruiting  money  in  the  hands  of  Lieu-f^ 
tenants  Steele,  Cannon  and  Baskerville.     And  then  he  withdrew.  ' 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,^^ 
to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  per- 
manent  revenue,  into  one  act,"  with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then 
he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Prentis  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  amendments  made  yesterday,  to  the  bill  "  to 
amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act ;"  and  he  read  the  same 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  being  severally  twice  read  and  con- 
sidered, some  were  agreed  to,  others  amended  and  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  the  debts  due  from  the  Executive  depart- 
ment; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  containing  information  of  the  approach  of  a  con- 
siderable part  of  Colonel  Baylor's  regiment  of  cavalry,  from  the  southern  army  to  this  Slate,  in  a  disorderly  manner, 
and  without  their  officers ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  be  desired  to  request  General  Morgan,  attended  by  such  officers  as  he  may  think 
necessary',  and  a  commissary,  to  meet  the  soldiers  of  Baylor's  regiment  of  cavalry,  now  on  their  march  from  the 
southward  to  this  State ;  that  such  officers  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  opinion  of  General  Morgan,  take  command  of 
the  said  troops,  until  other  measures  can  be  taken  by  the  Executive,  for  their  future  provision  ;  and  that  the  Executive 
be  empowered  to  draw  on  the  treasurer  for  such  a  sum  of  money,  out  of  the  fund  created  by  the  recruiting  law,  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  said  troops  to  Winchester,  or  any  other  post  the  Executive  may  think  proper; 
the  said  money  to  be  delivered  to,  and  disbursed  by,  the  said  commissary,  for  that  purpose,  he  rendering  an  account 
of  such  disbursements  to  the  Executive. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  >3[  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  enable  the  General  Court,  to  settle  and  adjust  costs;"  "  to  amend  the  several 
acts  of  Assembly,  giving  salaries  to  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly,  and  other  officers  of  civil  govern- 
ment;" "to  repeal  the  act,  'to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State;"  "to 
enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York,  to  level  the  works  around  the  said  town  at  public  expense;"  and  "  to  repeal 
the  act,  '  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such 
citizens,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  sheriffs,"  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  May  30,   17S3. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "for  clearing  Dan  river  and  tlie  other  branches  of  Roanoke;"  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  the 
blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  clearing  Roanoke  river." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  continue  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  an  act,  'for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  vest  the  Gun  Factory  and  public  lands  at  Fredericks- 
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burg,  ill  trustees  for  the  purposes  of  an  acatlemy ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Parker  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  compel  the  counties  of  Dinwiddie,  Essex,  Fauquier  and 
King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  tlic  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops,  to  serve  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

JMr.  Thomson  Mason  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  make 
the  half-blood  inheritable  to  lauds  and  slaves  descended  from,  or  given  by,  their  common  ancestors ;"  and  the  same 
was  received  and  rCad  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Thomson  Mason  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  farther 
continuing  and  amending  an  act,  entitled  an  act,  '  for  giving  farther  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre- 
^iemption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  General  Stevens  : 
^m         Mr.  Speaker, — Tiie  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  respecting  the  soldiers  of  Colonel  Baylor's  regiment 
of  cavalry.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thruston  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Religion. 

A  petition  of  George  Watkins,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  early  in  the  year  1777, 
ke  was  employed  as  a  pilot  to  the  schooner  Jenny,  in  the  service  of  this  State,  on  a  voyage  to  Saint  Eustatius,  and  in 
the  month  of  May  following,  the  said  vessel  was  captured  by  a  British  man  of  war  and  sent  to  England,  where  he 
was  confined  until  the  mouth  of  March  in  the  year  1780  ;  and  praying  that  such  allowance  may  be  made  him  for  the 
lime  he  was  in  captivity  as  may  be  thought  reasonable. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Peter  Mason,  jiin. ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1780,  being  one  of  the  militia  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Clarke,  on  the  Western  side  of  the  Ohio,  he  received  a  wound  in  his  left  arm,  which  has  disabled 
him  from  procuring  a  livelihood  by  labor;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Gowry  Tyler,  administrator  with  the  will  annexed  of  Henry  Tyler,  deceased,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read ;  setting  fortii,  that  his  father,  the  said  Henry  Tyler,  deceased,  was  entitled  to  5,696  pounds  of 
tobacco  for  public  services  by  him  performed,  as  clerk  of  the  county  of  Staflbrd ;  but  before  the  said  tobacco  could  be 
levied,  a  division  between  the  counties  of  Stafford  and  King  George  took  place;  that  he  has  since  applied  to  the  courts 
of  both  the  said  counties,  but  the  difficulty  of  settling  the  proportions  to  be  paid  by  each  county,  has  prevented  him 
from  receiving  any  part  of  the  said  tobacco;  and  praying  that  the  Justices  of  the  county  of  Stafford,  may  be  empow- 
ered to  levy  the  said  tobacco  on  the  tilhables  of  the  parishes  of  St.  Paul  and  Overwharton. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Paul  Woolfolk;  setting  forth,  that  in  October,  1781,  he  was  allowed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly, the  sum  of  \QQl.  specie,  for  his  services  as  an  assistant  to  the  agent  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  between  this 
Commonwealth  and  the  United  States,  but  not  being  included  in  the  law  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue,  his 
warrants  are  not  payable  in  the  taxes  imposed  by  the  revenue  act;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Walter  King  Cole  ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  April,  1776,  he  was  appointed  a  sur- 
geon in  the  Navy  of  this  State,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  until  June,  1777,  when  he  was  appointed  surgeon  to  the 
lirst  State  regiment;  that  he  continued  in  that  office  until  the  month  of  November,  1778,  when  his  private  affairs  re- 
quiring his  attention,  he  resigned  ;  and  after  an  interval  of  two  or  three  months,  again  entered  into  the  service  in  the 
hospital  department ;  that,  under  the  present  laws  of  this  State,  he  is  not  entitled  to  the  bounty  of  lands,  because  he 
did  not  serve  as  a  regimental  surgeon  three  years,  although  he  was  much  longer  in  service  in  the  difierent  capacities 
in  which  he  acted;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  with  regimental  smgeons,  who  have  served 
three  years. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  lie  ret>:rrcd  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  bill,  "for  farther  continuing  and  amending  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  giving  farther  time  to  obtain  war- 
rants upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  memorial  of  Gabriel  Jones,  a  member  relunicd  to  serve  in  this  House,  for  the  county  of  Rockingham,  was 
presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  at  the  time  of  his  election,  he  acted  and  still  acts  as  deputy  at- 
torney for  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  counties  of  Augusta  and  Rockingham,  and  is  doubtful  whether  such  offices  may 
not  be  deemed  lucrative  under  the  constitution,  and  deprive  him  of  his  seat ;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  in- 
quired into. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  tlieir  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  bo  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  Assembly,  as  subject 
the  people  called  Quakers,  to  penalties  or  disabilities,  for  non-juring;"  and  that  Messrs.  Henry,  Gabriel  Jones,  and 
Stevens  Thomson  Mason,  do  jjrcparc  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  memorial  of  tiic  ministers  and  messengers  of  the  Baptist  Association,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read; 
setting  forth,  that  while  tliey  rejoice  at  the  prospect  of  liberty  and  independence,  which  the  return  of  peace  has  pro- 


duced,  they  conceive  themselves  oppressed  by  the  operation  of  the-  laws,  respecting  vesirie*  and  marriages;  and  pray- 
ing that  the  said  laws  may  be  revised  and  amended. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  tlie  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  do  inquire  into  the  subject  matter  of  the  information 
laid  before  this  House  at  the  last  session,  against  James  M'Craw,  a  member  of  this  House,  for  the  county  of  Halifax: 
upon  which  information,  the  said  James  M'Craw  was  then  expelled  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  said  order  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "for 
the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the  western  waters,  who  may  be  affected  by  a  decree  of  the  Higii  Court  of  Appeals." 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  suspend  in 
part,  the  operation  of  the  laws  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects,  and  for  other  purposes,''  as 
empowers  the  Governor  and  Council  to  draw  warrants  on  the  treasurer,  in  favor  of  George  Harmer;  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  the  iirst  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  indemnify  all  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
and  others,  for  acts  necessarily  done  in  execution  of  military  orders;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amendments,  reported  from  the 
coramtttee  of  the  whole  House,  to  the  bill  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of 
tobacco,  into  one  act;"  and  the  same  being  severally  twice  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  others  amended  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  do  pay  to  the  continental  receiver,  out  of  the  first  money  that  may  come  to  his 
hands,  the  balance  due  of  the  50,000/.  directed  to  be  paid  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmnndson,  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections ;  and  Mr.  Moore  to  the 
committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

Mr.  Braxton  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  amendments  agreed  to  on  Wednesday  last, 
to  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  sheriffs;"  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  together  with  the  said  bill,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  respecting  the  western  frontier,  and  referring  to 
several  letters  and  papers  enclosed  upon  the  subject,  thereof ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs ;"  "  to  amend  the  several 
acts  of  Assembly,  giving  salaries  to  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly,  and  other  officers  of  civil  govern- 
ment;" "to  repeal  the  act,  'to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State;"  "to 
enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York  to  level  the  works  around  the  said  town  at  public  expense  ;"  and  "  to  repeal 
the  act,  '  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such 
citizens,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  May  31,  1783. 

A  bill,  "  to  vest  the  Gun  Factory  and  public  lands  at  Fredericksburg  in  trustees,  for  the  purposes  of  an  Aca- 
demy ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Mann  Page,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and 
Banister. 

A  bill,  "  to  compel  the  counties  of  Dinwiddle,  Essex,  Fauquier  and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act, 
entitled  '  an  act,  for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States ;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Tuesday  next. 

A  bill,  "to  make  the  half-blood  inheritable  to  lands  and  slaves  descended  from,  or  given  by,  their  common  an- 
cestors;" was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered,  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

A  bill,  "  to  indemnify  all  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  others,  for  acts  necessarily  done  in  exe- 
cution of  military  orders;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
on  Friday  next. 

A  bill,  "  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  an  act,  '  to  suspend  in  part  the  operation  of  the  laws,  concerning 
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escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjecis,  as  empowers  the  Governor  and  Council  to  draw  warrants  on  the  trea- 
sury in  favor  of  Gorge  Hnrmer;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  diird  lime. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  alter  the  place  of  holding  courts  in  the  county  of  Bruns- 
wick;" and  that  Messrs.  William  Cabell,  James  Mason  and  Andrew  Meade,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  iDade,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas,  by  the  act  passed  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  an  act,  for  equalizing  the  land  tax,"  the  au- 
ditors were  directed  (upon  receipt  of  tlie  books  into  their  oflice)  to  issue  warrants  to  each  of  the  commissioners  for  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  but  did  not  fi.\  the  fund  out  of  which  the  same  should  be  paid;  and  it  mav  be  a  consi- 
derable time  before  the  commissioners  can  receive  that  compensation  for  their  trouble,  which  the  legislature  intended 
upon  the  completion  of  their  work. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  warrants  be  received  and  discharged  by  the  treasurer  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  warrants  issued  to  the  officers  of  civil  government. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr    Southall  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Rose  and  John  Fnrbesh  Turner,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  tliat 
in  the  month  of  January,  1777,  a  small  schooner,  the  property  of  the  petitioners,  was  impressed  lor  the  purpose  of 
transporting  part  of  the  ninth  Virginia  regiment  from  the  county  of  Accoinac  to  the  Head  of  Elk;  that  on  her  re- 
turn, she  was  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  the  auditors  have  refused  to  make  them  any  allowance  for  the  said  vessel,  al- 
leging that  they  are  not  authorised  by  law  so  to  do;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Francis  Smith;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1778,  he  received  a  cotnmission  and  sum  of 
money  of  the  then  Governor,  to  recruit  inen  for  the  army,  with  an  allowance  of  ten  shillings  per  day;  that  being  un- 
able to  recruit  any  men,  he  offered  to  return  the  money  to  the  auditors,  who  refused  to  allow  him  any  thing  for  his 
services;  upon  which  he  deposited  the  said  money  in  the  Loan  Office;  that  the  auditors  have  lately  recovered  a  judg- 
ment against  him  for  the  same,  in  the  General  Court;  and  praying  relief 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Moss  ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1776,  he  served  as  an  armourer  to  the  tiiird  Vir- 
ginia regiment,  and  furnished  a  set  of  tools,  which  have  since  been  taken  into  the  public  service,  and  for  which,  as  well 
as  for  his  services,  he  has  never  received  any  satisfaction  ;  and  praying  relief 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Branen  ;  setting  forth,  that  while  he  was  an  artificer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
he  lost  the  use  of  one  side  by  hard  labor  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Michael  Kinsier ;  setting  fcirth,  that  while  a  soldier  in  the  second  Virginia  detachment  under 
General  Greene,  he  received  two  wounds,  which  have  disabled  him  from  procuring  a  livelihood  by  labor;  and  pray- 
ing relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Robert  Aldridge,  and  Jane  his  wife,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the 
said  Jane  is  only  sister  to  Thomas  Hadden,  deceased,  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  whose  estate  has  become  escheata- 
ble  to  the  Commonwealth,  although  the  same  has  been  entered  upon,  and  is  possessed  by  persons  having  no  claims 
thereto  ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  vest  the  said  estate  in  the  petitioners,  with  a  reservation  in  favor  of  any 
person  having  a  better  legal  title. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee ; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

A  petition  of  William  Fai\ntk'roy,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  torth,  that  an  act  of  the  last 

session  to  vest  certain  lands  in Robinson,  an  infant  son  and  heir  of  William  Robinson,  deceased,  wholly 

precludes  the  petitioner's  legal  claim  to  the  said  estate,  and  goes  to  his  utter  disinherison  therein;  and  praying  that 
the  said  claim  may  be  inquired  into,  and  the  said  act  revised,  so  as  to  give  him  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  William  Hallendine,  son  and  heir  of  John  Ballendiiio,  deceased;  setting  forth,  that 
he  is  apprehensive  of  great  mistakes  in  the  settlement  of  accounts  by  commissioners,  on  behalf  of  the  public,  and  his 
deceased  father;  and  that  the  balance  of  pig  iron  charged  to  be  due  to  the  public  is  mistated  ;  and  praying  that  the 
said  accounts  may  be  re-settled,  and  a  further  time  given  lor  paying  the  pig  iron  due  to  the  public. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Tarlton  Woodson;  setting  forth,  that  he  served  as  a  major  in  a  regiment  of  the  continental 
army,  for  which  this  State  has  received  credit  in  its  quota,  but  has  been  refused  by  the  auditors  the  bounty  of  lands ; 
and  praying  relief 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Botetourt,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed  ;  setting 
forth,  that  they  have  been  much  injured  by  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  tender  during  the  existence  of  paper  money; 
and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  make  good  the  depreciation  in  certain  cases,  particularly  of  the  widow  and 
orplian. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Walker  Tomlin ;  setting  forth,  that  the  main  road  in  the  county  of  King  William,  to  the  late 
bridge  across  Pamuiikey  river,  in  the  town  of  Newcastle,  runs  through  the  lands  of  the  petitioner,  from  whence  a 
ferry  is  kept  to  the  land  of  Nicholas  Symc,  wholly  to  the  emolument  of  others,  and  greatly  to  the  loss  and  injury  of 
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the  petitioner ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  keep  a  ferry,  or  build  a  bridge  across  the  said  river,  and  ex- 
act a  toll  for  crossing  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed;  setting  forth,  that  they  labor  under  great  inconvenience  for  the  want  of  a  regular  Dolice;  and 
pr;iying  that  the  trustees  of  the  said  town  may  be  empowered  to  lay  taxes,  regulate  markets  and  remove  nuisances  for 
the  benefit  of  the  same. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matters  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

An  address  of  the  ministers  and  messengers  of  the  Baptist  Association,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ; 
setting  forth,  that  notwilhst  ■  nding  the  joy  which  is  difl'uscd  amongst  them  on  the  return  of  peace  and  the  happy  estab- 
lishment of  our  independence ;  they  think  they  have  some  reason  to  complain,  as  the  laws  respecting  vestries  and  mar- 
riages are  peculiarly  oppressive  upon  them ;  and  praying  that  the  said  laws  may  be  revised  and  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  address  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion ',  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Richard  Randolph,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1776,  he 
delivered  to  Lieutenant  Richard  Taylor,  at  Sandy  Point,  two  hundred  and  forty  barrels  of  flour,  and  one  hundred 
bushels  of  bran,  agreeable  to  a  contract  made  with  the  commissary  of  the  troops,  stationed  on  the  south  side  of  James 
river;  that  he  liath  since  made  repeated  applications  for  payment  of  the  same,  but  could  not  obtain  it;  and  praying 
such  compensation  may  be  made  him  as  may  be  thought  reasonable. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "to  suspend  W 
the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certainj^ 
taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permaneut  revenue,  into  one  act."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Henry  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "granting  pardon  to  John  Holland;"  and  the  same  was  receiv- 
ed and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Parker  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  establishing  an  infirmary  for  the  receptacle  and  support 
of  aged  and  wounded  soldiers;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Cabell  presented,  acceding  to  order,  a  bill  "to  alter  the  place  of  holding  courts  in  the  county  of  Bruns- 
wick ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Selden : 

Mh.  Speaker, — Tlie  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  clearing  Roanoke  river."     And  then  he  withdrew.        tf 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth 
river  to  the  waters  of  Albemarle  Sound ;"  and  that  jMessrs.  Parker,  Henry,  Kearnes,  Godwin  and  Braxton,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Johnson,  jun.  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday 
sij'nuight. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs;"  "to  amend  the  several 
acts  of  Assembly  giving  salaries  to  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly,  and  other  officers  of  civil  govern- 
ment;" "  to  repeal  the  act,  'to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State;"  "to 
enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York  to  level  the  works  around  the  said  town  at  public  expense;"  "to  repeal  the 
act,  'declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such  citi 
■/.ens;"  and  "for  farther  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  'for  giving  turther  lime  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certifi- 
rates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes,"  be'  'g  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  tlie  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  June  2,  1783. 


Several  other  members,  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  tlie  House. 

An  engrossed  bill.  "  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  suspend  in  pari,  the  operation  of  ti)e  act, 
conrerninc  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects  ;"  as  empowers  the  Governor  and  Council  to  draw  warrants 
on  lilt  treasurer,  in  favor  of  George  Harmer;  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends 
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111  part  tlie  operation  of  the  act,  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects,  as  empowers  the  Governor 
and  Council  to  draw  warrants  upon  the  treasurer,  in  favor  of  George  Harmer." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  for  establisiiing  an  infirmary  for  the  receptacle  and  support  of  aged  and  wounded  soldiers;"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

A  bill,  "  granting  pardon  to  John  Holland  ;'"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "to  alter  the  place  of  holding  courts  in  the  county  of  Brunswick;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Cabell  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Lyn- 
liaven,  in  the  connty  of  Princess  Anne,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  praying  that  the  vestry  of  the  said 
parish  may  be  dissolved ;  and  that  an  act  may  pass  for  electing  a  new  one ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  memorial  of  the  ministers  and  messengers  of  the  Bap- 
tist Association,  setting  forth,  that  they  conceive  themselves  much  aggrieved  and  oppressed  from  the  operation  of  the 
acts  concerning  vestries  and  marriages,  and  praying  that  the  said  acts  may  be  revised  and  amended;  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  the  committee  for  Religion, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "for  establishing  pilots,  and  regulating  their  fees;"  and  that 
Messrs.  Newton,  Kearnes,  Parker,  Richard  Lee,  Henderson,  Braxton,  Booker,  Wray  and  Cowper,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 
^  The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 

^'•'  to  amend  the  act,  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service;"  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through 
the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Newton,  Wills  and  Cowper,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring 
in  a  bill,  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river,  to  Albenilrle  Sound;"  and  Messrs.  Zane, 
Roane,  Stephens  Thomson  Mason,  and  Edraondson,  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill,  "to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates." 
tt  Ordered,   That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  confirm  certain  proceedings  of  the  court  of  Cumberland 

county  ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Carrington,  White,  and  William  Cabell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Thursday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  five 
delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  to  serve  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  in  November  next ;  and  also, 
of  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  General  Lawson,  who  hath  resigned. 
And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Zane  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill,  "  to  vest  the  Gun  Factory  and  public  lands  at  Fred- 
ericksburg, in  trustees,  for  the  purposes  of  an  Academy,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Th-i  House  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  giving  salaries  to  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly,  and 
other  officers  of  Civil  government ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Brax- 
ton reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House 
should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 
A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  order : 
Ordered,  Tliat  no  petitions  be  received  after  Tuesday  se'nnight. 
And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  ; 
It  passed  in  the  negative. 
Resolved,  That  the  order  be  rejected. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth:  also,  on  the  bills  "for  the  relief  of  sherifis;"  "to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust 
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costs;''  "  to  repeal  liie  act,  '  to  prohibit  ialincoiu'se  with,  and  tho  admission  of,  British  subjcct.-i  into  this  State  ;"  '•  to 
enable  tlie  trustees  of  the  town  of  York  to  level  the  works  around  the  said  toun  at  public  expense  ;"  "  to  repeal  tlic 
act,  '  declaring  who  sliall  be  deemed  (Citizens  of  this  Commonwealtli,  and  for  decluriiu^-  «  ho  shall  be  deemed  such  citi- 
zens;" and  "for  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  'for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  tor 
pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Ofiice,  and  for  other  purposes,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY.  June  3,  1783 


An  engrossed  bill,   "  to  alter  the  place  for  holding  courts  in  the  county  of  Brunswick ;"'  was  read  tiie  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  alter  the  place  for  holding  courts  in  the  county 
of  Brunswick." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Cabell  do  carry  tho  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  vest  the  Gun  Factory  and  public  lands  at  Fredericksburg,  in  trustees,  for  the  purposes  of 
an  Academy;"   was  read  the  th-rd  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  vest  the  Gun  Factory  and  public  lands  at  Fre- 
dericksburg, in  trustees,  for  the  purposes  of  an  Academy." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  continue  and 
amend  an  act,  '  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons,  now  resident  on  the  western  frontier;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carrington  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  legalize  certain  proceedings  of  the  county  court  of 
Cumberland ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  petition  of  John  Morris,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  being  a  soldier  in  the  con- 
tinental line,  he  received  a  wound  in  his  shoulder  at  the  battle  of  Camden,  which  has  disabled  him  from  procuring  a 
livelihood  by  labor  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Mackrell;  setting  forth,  that  being  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  this  State,  he  received  a 
wound  in  an  action  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  which  deprived  him  of  his  ariia,  and  rendered  him  incapable  of  labor ; 
that  he  has  since  been  allowed  a  pension  of  twelve  pounds  per  annum,  which  is  by  no  means  adequate  to  his  support; 
and  praying  such  further  relief  as  may  be  thought  reasonable. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Samuel  Barron  Cunningham;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  February,  1781,  he  had  on 
board  the  brigantine  Wilkes,  then  lying  in  James  river,  a  considerable  quantity  of  tobacco,  twelve  guns  and  other 
military  stores  and  provisions;  that  being  ready  to  pursue  her  voyage  to  the  West-Indies,  she  was  impressed  by  order 
of  the  Executive,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  some  French  ships  then  in  Hampton  road,  and  detained  in  the  public 
service  twenty-seven  days,  betbre  the  expiration  of  which  time  a  British  fleet  arrived  in  the  river,  and  she  fell  into 
their  hands,  and  was  sunk,  with  her  cargo,  &tc.  on  board,  where  she  lay  a  considerable  time,  and  was  at  length  raised, 
with  the  entire  loss  of  her  cargo  and  rigging,  and  much  damage  to  the  hull;  and  praying  such  compensation  may  be  , 
made  him  as  shall  be  thougiit  reasonable. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Andrew  Green ;  setting  forth,  that  while  a  soldier  on  the  Western  frontier,  he  received  a  con- 
siderable hurt  in  one  of  his  legs,  which  hicapacitates  him  from  labor;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Daniel  Trueheart,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  possessed  of  the, 
lots  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  whereon  the  warehouses  called  Byrd's  now  standj  and  by  law  is  precluded  from  build- 
ing thereon,  so  as  to  obstruct  the  prospect  of  streets  which  terminate  at  the  said  tenement;  and  praying  that  he  may 
be  authorised  to  build  thereon,  without  any  restriction. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Evans ;  setting  forth,  that  he  performed  the  duty  of  surgeon  to  Baylor's  regiment  of 
cavalry  a  few  months  short  of  the  term  of  three  years,  until  obliged  to  leave  the  service  by  a  dangerous  wound;  and 
praying  to  be  granted  the  full  bounty  of  lands  granted  to  surgeons. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  officers  of  the  Virginia  line,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  on  behalf  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  said  line;  setting  forth,  that  the  said  soldiers  have  been  greatly  injured  by  insidious  persons  obtaining 
their  certificates  for  pay  and  bounty  at  considerable  discount;  and  praying  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  remedy 
this  evil  on  their  behalf. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Mecklenburg,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed; 
setting  forth,  that  a  ferry  hath  been  heretofore  kept  from  the  land  of  Sir  Peyton  Skipwith,  at  the  confluence  of  the 
rivers  Dan  and  Staunton,  which  is  now  discontinued;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  establish  a  ferry  at  the 
said  place. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  the  town  of  Fredericksburg;  setting  forth,  thnt  the  act  "for 
establishing  fairs  in  the  said  town,"  hath  expired  ;  that  their  present  court  day  interferes  with  that  of  Culpeper,  and 
12 
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that  doubts  and  difficulties  have  arisen  respecting  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  court,  and  the  regulation  of  the  town 
militia;  and  praying  that  acts  may  pass  to  remedy  the  inconveniences  arising  therefrom,  and  to  place  the  inspections  of 
tobacco  at  Royster's  and  Fredericksburg,  under  the  direction  of  the  said  court. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  and  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  j 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Ohio,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to 
the  Hou'^e,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  find  it  impossible  from  their  exposed  situation,  the  ravages  of  the  Indi- 
ans, and  great  scarcity  of  specie,  to  comply  with  the  law  for  raising  a  revenue;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  exempt 
from  the  payment  of  taxes,  until  some  of  those  difficulties  are  removed ;  and  that  the  time  allowed  them  for  returning 
their  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  which  will  shortly  expire,  may  be  farther  continued. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend 
the  act,  '  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establish- 
ing a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act." 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der, had  under  their  consideration  the  memorial  of  Gabriel  Jones,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read,  and 
is  as  follow  eth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  Gabriel  Jones,  being  a  deputy  attorney  for  the 
Commonwealth  for  the  county  of  Rockingham,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  was  incapable  of  being  elected  a  delegate 
to  represent  the  said  county  in  this  present  General  Assembly. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  do  inquire  into  the  several  cases  of  Mr.  Alexander 
White,  a  member  of  this  House  for  the  county  of  Frederick;  Mr.  Drury  Ragsdale,  a  member  of  this  House  for  the 
county  of  King  William;  and  Mr.  John  Crittendon,  a  member  of  this  House  for  the  county  of  Fayette,  respecting 
their  ineligibility  as  members  of  this  House;  the  former  by  reason  of  being  deputy  attorney  for  the  Commonwealth 
in  the  said  county  of  Frederick,  at  the  time  of  his  election;  and  the  two  latter  in  holding  military  commissions  in  the 
army,  at  the  time  of  their  respective  elections. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to  repeal  so  much 
of  any  act  or  acts  of  Assembly,  as  subject  the  people  called  Quakers  to  penalties  or  disabilities  for  non-juring,"  to 
receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  to  exempt  the  Menonists  from  the  same  disabilities  that  the  Quakers  and  non-jurors  are 
subject  to. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  regulate  the  clerks  of  the  county  courts ;"  and  that  Messrs. 
Zane,  Strother,  and  Gabriel  Jones,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  do  furnish  this  House  with  an  account  of  the  number  and  amount  of  the  certificates 
granted  to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  belonging  to  the  Virginia  line. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Harrison: 
.  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act  'to  suspend  in  part  the  ope- 

ration of  the  act  'concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects,  and  for  other  purposes,  as  empowers  the 
Governor  and  Council  to  draw  warrants  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  George  Harmer."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  agree  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  on  Thursday  next,  to  the  choice 
of  five  delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  and  of  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State.  And 
then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Edmundson,  and  Joel  Watkins,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  en- 
Tolled  bills. 

Mr.  Braxton  reported,  according  to  order,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  amendments  made  yes- 
terday, to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  giving  salaries  to  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Assembly,  and  other  officers  of  civil  government;"  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  memorial  of  tiie  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State  line,  to  them  referred,  and 
had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  tiie  state  of 
the  Commonwealih. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Selden: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  farther  continuing  several  acts  of  Assembly,"  with  an 
amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
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Also,  to  the  resolution  directing  the  treasurer  to  pay  warrants  granted  to  the  examiners,  under  the  bill  "  for  equaI-^A*» 
izing  the  land  tax,  out  of  the  civil  list  fund."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  petition  of  the  trustees  in  whom  certain  lands  in  Kentucky  were  vested  for  a  public  school,  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  act  by  which  they  are  established,  is  greatly  inadequate  to  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  intended,  no  provision  being  thereby  made  to  supply  vacancies  in  the  trustees,  to  declare  what  num- 
ber may  act,  or  to  authorise  the  trustees  to  receive  donations;  and  praying  that  the  said  act  may  be  amended. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition;  and  that  Messrs.  Wal- 
lace, Averj',  Gabriel  Jones,  Alexander  White,  and  Thruston,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  further  returns  of  the  county  lieuten- 
ants under  the  recruiting  law;  and  also  a  state  of  British  debts  paid  into  the  treasury;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  a  bill  "to  lay  an  impost  on  certain  goods,  for  the 
use  of  Congress,"  be  discharged  therefrom. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Braxton  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills,  "  for 
the  relief  of  sherifis;"  "to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs;"  "to  repeal  the  act,  'to  prohibit  in- 
tercourse with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State;"  "to  enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York 
to  level  the  works  around  the  said  town  at  public  expense;"  "  to  repeal  the  act,  '  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citi- 
zens of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such  citizens;"  "  for  further  continuing  and 
amending  the  act,  '  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning 
certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "to  compel  the  counties  of  Dinwiddle,  Essex,  Fauquier, 
and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  'for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States;"  "for  granting  pardon  to  John  Holland;"  and  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  the  act, 
for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  til!  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  June  4,  1783. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  altering  the  place  for  holding  courts  in  the  county  of  If 
Brunswick."     And  then  he  withdrew;  M 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  General  Stevens : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill   "  to  vest  the  Gun  Factory  at  Fredericksburg,  and  lands  J| 
thereto  adjoining,  in  trustees,  for  the  purposes  of  an  Academy."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembl}',  giving  salaries  to  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Assembly,  and  other  officers  of  civil  government;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  giving 
-alaries  to  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly,  and  other  officers  of  civil  government." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Braxton  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  now  resident  on  the  western  frontier ;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  legalize  certain  proceedings  of  the  county  court  of  Cumberland;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Carrington,  Alexander  White  and  William  Cabell. 

Mr.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  examined  several  others  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  inspection. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  regulate  the  wages  of  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Con- 
gress;" and  that  Messrs.  Zane  and  Nicholas,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  William  Reynolds,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  April, 
1780,  he  was  appointed  by  Col.  Porterfield,  commander  of  the  State  troops,  (then  on  their  march  to  join  the  southern 
army,)  conductor  of  military  stores,  and  acted  in  that  capacity  until  the  month  of  April,  1781 ;  and  that  he  hath  never 
received  any  compensation  for  his  said  services ;  and  praying  relief. 
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^^        Also,  a  petition  of  Kicliiird  Evers  Lse,  administrator  of  Samuel  Allyne ;  setting  forth,  that  the  said  Allyne  died 
^ousiderabh'  indebted  to  seVeral  citizens  of  this  Slate,  and  did  not  leave  sufficient  eflects  to  pay  the  same;  and  pray- 
ing that  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  pounds,  with  interest  thereon,  may  be  paid  out  of  the  estate  of  An- 
drew Sprowie,  who  was  indebted  to  him  to  tliat  amount,  and  whose  estate  has  been  confiscated. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Peachy;  setting  forth.,  that  he  received  sums  of  paper  money  from  the  county  lieu- 
tenant of  Richmond,  and  another  gentleman,  to  pay  into  the  public  treasury,  and  place  to  the  credit  of  their  accounts 
with  the  Commonwealth,  but  owing  to  accident  the  same  were  not  so  paid  and  credited,  being  afterwards  paid  into 
tiie  treasury  and  funded ;  and  praying  that  the  said  monies  may  be  now  credited  as  first  intended. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Groom  ;  setting  forth,  that  being  one  of  the  militia  from  the  county  of  Orange,  he  lost 
his  right  leg,  in  consequence  of  a  wound,  which  has  rendered  him  incapable  of  procuring  a  liveliliood  by  labor ;  and 
praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  churchwardens  and  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Elizabeth  river,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the  interruptions  occasioned  by  the  frequent  invasions  of  the  enemy, 
have  prevented  their  applying  a  sum  of  money  voted  them  by  the  General  Assembly,  for  the  purpose  of  re-building 
the  church,  and  other  buildings  of  the  said  parish,  which  were  destroyed  by  order  of  the  Convention,  until  the  depre- 
ciation of  the  said  money  has  rendered  it  of  little  value;  and  praying  that  they  tnay  be  authorised  to  raise  a  sufficient 
sum  for  that  purpose,  by  way  of  lottery. 

Also,  several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Henry  and  Bedford,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subscribed  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  labor  under  many  inconveniencies  from  the  situation  and  great  extent  of  the  said 
counties ;  and  praying  that  part  of  the  county  of  Henry  may  be  taken  off  and  added  to  a  part  of  the  county  of  Bed- 
ford, and  made  a  distinct  county. 

Also,  sundry  petitions  of  tiie  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Henry,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  in  oppo- 
sition thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  they 
are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills  : 

"  An  act,  for  clearing  Roanoke  river." 

"  An  act,  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assem- 
bly for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act." 

"An  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  '  an  net,  to  suspend  in  part  the  operation  of  the  act,  'concerning 
escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects,  and  for  other  purposes,  as  empowers  the  Governor  and  Council  to 
draw  warrants  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  George  Harmer." 

"  An  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act,  or  acts  of  Assembly,  as   declare  the  delegates  to  Congress  eligible  to 
either  House  of  Assembly." 
^        The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  farther  continuing  several  acts 
••of  Assembly  ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 
•*  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

M  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  continue  and  amend  the 

^>ct,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine,"  so  far  as  relates  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine;  and  that  Messrs.  Cowper,  Godwin,  Newton,  Wills,  Parker,  and  John  Taylor  of 
Southampton,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same, 

Mr.  Henry  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  autho- 
rise the  auditors  to  grant  new  warrants  and  certificates  in  certain  cases;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Henry  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  Assembly,  as  subject 
the  people  called  Quakers,  to  penalties  or  disabilities  for  non-juring ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
lime,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration,  a  memorial  and  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  reso- 
lutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
read,  and  are  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  (hat  it  is  the  ojnnioit  of  this  committee,  That  the  memorial  of  William  Finnie,  late  deputy  quarter- 
master general  for  the  southern  department,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  suspending  executions  upon  judgments 
obtained,  or  to  be  obtained  against  him,  for  contracts  entered  into  as  a  servant  of  the  public;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  (hat  it  is  the  opmiun  of  this  committee.  That  the  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Congress,  ought 
to  be  instructed  to  take  proper  steps  for  procuring  and  transmitting  to  the  Executive  of  this  State,  copies  of  all  the 
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accounts  and  vouchers  relative  to  disbursprnents  and  contracts  made  witli  the  individuals  of  this  Slate,  by  any  person 
acting  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  in  order  that  a  proper  inquiry  may  be  n)ade  into  their  conduct. 

Resolved,  (hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  tliis  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Andrew  Ronald,  praying  that  the  auditors  of 
public  accounts  may  be  authorised  and  directed  to  issue  and  deliver  to  the  petitioner,  a  certificate  of  like  import  with 
one  issued  in  the  name  of  John  Robinson,  bearing  date  the  20th  day  of  December,  1782,  for  the  sum  of  128/.  3s.  8f/. 
payable  out  of  the  military  fund,  which  certificate  was  casually  lost  by  the  petitioner,  is  reasonable;  upon  his  entering 
into  bond  with  suflicient  security  to  indemnify  the  State  against  the  former  certificate. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Dunlap  and  James  Hayes,  prax'ing 
an  inquiry  into  their  conduct  as  public  printers,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  as  the  said  Dnnlap  and  Hayes,  have  met  with  insurmount- 
able difficulties  in  executing  the  duties  of  their  office,  as  printers  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  having  given  assurances 
of  performing  their  duty  with   punctuality  in  future,  they  ought  to  be  continued  public  printers. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Dixon,  praying  that  the  treasurer 
may  be  directed  to  issue  another  certificate  of  equal  value  with,  and  the  same  date  of,  the  one  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
my in  January,  1783,  is  reasonable:  tiie  said  Dixon  previously  making  oath  that  he  hath  lost  such  certificate,  and  giv- 
ing bond  and  security  to  the  treasurer  to  indemnify  the  State. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Frederick  WarnecU,  is  reasonable;  and 
that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  same  bounty  of  lands  as  is  given  by  law  to  a  lieutenant  colonel. 

The  1st,  2d,  4th,  5th  and  7th  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  3d  and  6th  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  2d,  4th,  5th  and  7th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Benoni  Boatright,  praying  that  some  com- 
pensation may  be  made  him  for  the  trouble  and  expense  which  he  inp urred  in  attending  and  boarding  two  sick  soldiers, 
by  the  names  of  John  Fortune  and  William  Mullins,  who  were  left  at  his  house  on  the  retreat  of  Baron  Steuben's 
army  from  the  Point  of  Fork,  and  remained  with  him  thirty-seven  days,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petioner  ought  to 
be  allowed  the  sum  of  5/.  2s,  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Cunningham,  praying  some  re- 
lief from  the  public,  in  consideration  of  her  being  left  in  very  distressed  circumstances,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  her 
husband,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Camden,  whilst  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  this  State,  is  reasonable;  and  that 
the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  lOL  for  her  present  relief. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Daniel  Boatright,  praying  that  some  com- 
pensation may  be  made  him  for  the  trouble  and  expense  which  he  was  at  in  nursing  and  boarding  a  wounded  soldier, 
by  the  name  of  Samuel  Taylor,  who  was  left  at  his  house  on  the  retreat  of  Baron  Steuben's  army  from  the  Point  of 
Fork,  and  remained  at  the  petitioner's  house  seventy-nine  days,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed the  sum  of  12/.  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Brownlow,  praying  to  be  reimbursed 
the  expense  which  he  incurred  in  effecting  the  cure  of  a  wound  which  he  received  at  the  battle  ot  the  Cowpens,  whilst 
a  sok'''er  in  the  service  of  this  State,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  3/.  os. 
being  the  amount  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Caleb  Tate,  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year 
1780,  he  had  impressed  from  him  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  a  considerable  quantity  of  whiskey,  for  the  use  of 
General  Stevens's  brigade  of  Virginia  militia,  which  he  had  transported  there  at  great  expense  and  trouble;  that  the 
county  court  of  Bedford,  before  whom  he  presented  his  claim,  allovved  him  twelve  shillings  per  gallon  for  his  whiskey; 
and  that  a  late  law  has  fixed  the  price  at  four  shillings  per  gallon,  by  which  he  will  be  a  great  loser,  because  of  the 
great  expense  which  he  was  at  in  the  transportation  of  his  whiskey,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the 
court  of  the  said  county  of  Bedford,  ought  to  ascertain  the  expense  which  the  petitioner  was  at  in  transporting  his 
whiskey  from  this  State  to  the  place  where  it  was  impressed;  and  make  report  thereof  to  the  auditors,  who  shall  issue 
their  warrants  accordingly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Poage,  setting  forth,  that  as  sherifl' 
of  Augusta  county,  he  did,  in  the  year  1778,  proceed  to  carry  into  execution  an  act  of  Assembly,  which  passed  in  Oc- 
tober, 1777,  entitled  "  an  act,  for  laying  a  public  levy;"  that  he  finds  the  respective  proportions  allotted  him  to  col- 
lect and  pay  to  public  creditors,  greatly  exceed  the  amount  of  his  collections,  and  praying  relief;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,   that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Leighton  Wood,  Jun.  setting-  forth,  that 

upon  his  being  removed  from  the  board  of  auditors,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  to  the  office  of  Solicitor,  h;s  salary 

was  made  equal  to  that  of  an  auditor  of  public  accounts;  since  wliicli,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government 

have  been  altered,  and  his  salary  made  less  than  the  auditors  by  100/.  per  annum;  that  he  conceives  the  duty   of 
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Solicitor  equally  great,  and  to  require  not  less  trouble  and  attendance  than  the  duty  of  an  auditor,  and  praying  relief; 
be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  James  Barnelt,  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
jears  1780  and  1781,  he  commanded  three  companies  of  militia  from  the  county  of  Amherst,  who  performed  their 
several  tours  of  duty,  the  pay  rolls  for  which,  he  settled  in  the  month  of  September,  1781,  and  received  the  money, 
which  the  men  have  since  refused  to  accept,  because  of  the  depreciation  of  the  same,  and  praying  relief;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Richard  Clough  Anderson,  setting  forth, 
that  in  September,  1781,  he  was  by  tlie  Executive,  appointed  adjutant  general  of  the  militia  then  in  service,  with  the 
rank  of  colonel ;  that  he  has  since  made  application  to  the  auditors  to  liquidate  his  accounts,  who  have  refused  to 
make  any  allowance  for  his  said  services,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  grant  tho 
petitioner  military  warrants  for  the  sum  of  96?.  7s.  being  the  amount  of  his  account  against  the  State  for  his  services 
as  adjutant  general  aforesaid. 

The  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  6th  and  9th  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  5th  and  7tli  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  amended 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  8th  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to 
the  same  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th  and  9th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire 
their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  nominate  persons  proper  to  be  ballotted  for,  as  delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  Con- 
gress for  one  year  from  the  1  st  Monday  in  November  next ;  and  also,  of  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council 
of  State,  in  the  room  of  Gen.  Lawson,  who  hath  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Zane  do  carry  a  list  of  the  persons  so  nominated  to  the  Senate. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  the  act  'for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public 
service;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  John  Page  reported,  that  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made 
no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Randolph,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Wednesday 
se'nnight. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  regulate  the  wages  of  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Con- 
gres;"  and  that  Messrs.  Zane  and  Nicholas  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Zachariah  Johnston,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "for 
re-forming  the  County  Courts." 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  a  return  from  the  commissioners  of  the 
Navy ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  sundry  resolutions,  reported  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  of  the  21st,  22d, 
and  24th  of  May,  which  lay  on  the  table;  and  the  same  being  again  read  at  the  clerk's  table,  are  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  VVatkins,  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
year  1771,  he  was  employed  by  the  commissioners,  appointed  by  act  of  Assembly,  to  recover  tobacco  carried  away 
by  the  great  fresh ;  that  he  performed  the  said  service,  by  saving  a  considerable  quantity  of  tobacco,  for  which  he  has 
received  no  satisfaction,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner,  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  the 
sum  of  26/.  10s.  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Barrett,  setting  forth,  that  he  was 
appointed  a  captain  of  dragoons  in  the  continental  service,  and  at  the  battle  of  Guilford,  was  wounded  and  taken  pri- 
soner; in  consequence  of  which,  he  lost  two  valuable  horses,  and  praying  diat  he  may  be  reimbursed  by  the  public  for 
his  said  loss ;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tiiat  the  petition  of  William  Sandidge,  setting  forth,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  a  wound,  which  he  received  at  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  he  was  allowed  by  a  former  Assembly,  a  pen- 
sion of  24/.  per  annum,  for  the  term  of  tlirce  years,  whicli  expired  in  the  month  of  October,  1781,  that  he  is  still 
unable  to  support  himself  by  hibor,  and  praying  farther  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  put 
on  the  list  of  pensioners,  and  his  allowance  to  commence  from  the  said  month  of  October,  in  the  year  1781. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Pliilip  Timberlake,  praying  that  an  allow- 
ance may  be  made  him  for  tlie  trouble  and  expense,  which  he  incurred  in  attending  and  supporting  a  sick  soldier,  by 
the  name  of  Benjamin  Mann,  for  the  term  of  twelve  months,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed the  sum  of  13/.  13s.  4f/.  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  vf  this  committee,  Tiiat  the  petition  of  Daniel  Clarke,  setting  forth,  that  by  a  re- 
solution of  ihe  General  Assembly,  passed  in  the  month  of  November.  1781,  the  tli.  n  commercial  agent,  was  directed 
to  pay  him  the  amount  of  his  demand  against  this  State,  being  34,981  dollars  in  specie;  that  there  still  remains  due 
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to  the  petitioner,  the  sum  of  7,296t.  and  by  reason  of  his  not  liaving  been  able  to  receive  the  suine  from  tlie  treasury, 
he  has  been  put  to  great  distress  and  inconvenience,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  the  treasurer  ought 
to  be  directed  to  pay  the  petitioner  the  sum  of  1,824/.  being  one-fourth  part  of  his  debt  now  remaining  unpaid,  and 
that  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  ought  to  be  allowed  on  the  balance,  until  the  aavue  shall  be  discharged 
and  satisfied. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Samuel  Hunt,  praying  that  some  compen- 
sation may  be  made  him  in  consideration  of  several  wounds,  which  he  received  while  a  soldier  in  the  continental  ser- 
vice, and  which  have  rendered  him  incapable  to  procure  a  livelihood  by  labor,  is  reasonable;  and  that  tiie  petitioner 
ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  12/.  for  his  present  relief,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  John  Peyton,  as  prays  that  an, 
allowance  may  be  "made  him,  in  addition  to  his  salary  as  clothier  general  of  this  State,  which  has  been  greatly  inade- 
quate to  his  services;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com,mittee.  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  some  al- 
lowance may  be  made  to  William  Fowler,  who  acted  as  an  assistant  to  the  petitioner,  and  for  whom  no  provision  has 
heretofore  been  made,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  said  William  Fowler,  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  60/.  per  an- 
num, during  the  time  that  he  was  employed  in  that  service  ;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  grant  him  a  warrant  ac- 
cordingly, after  deducting  the  clothing  and  money,  which  have  been  advanced  him  by  the  public. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  further  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  an  al- 
lowance may  be  made  to  John  Tebbs,  who  also  acted  as  an  assistant  to  the  petitioner,  be  rejected ;  it  appearing  to  the 
committee,  that  the  petitioner  was  only  authorised  to  appoint  one  assistant. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Adcock,  praying  that  an  al- 
lowance may  be  made  her,  in  consideration  of  the  trouble  and  expense  which  she  incurred  in  attending  and  curing  a 
soldier  by  the  name  of  Jesse  Salmon,  who  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  the  Waxsaws,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioner, ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  6/.  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Walker  Baylor,  praying  that  some  provi- 
sion may  be  made  for  him  as  an  officer,  who  has  been  disabled  and  wounded  in  the  service  of  his  country,  is  reason- 
able;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  receive  from  the  public,  half  pay  for  life,  as  a  captain  of  dragoons. 

The  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th  and  10th  resolutions,  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  6ih  resolution  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  11th  resolution  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  3d,  4th,  6th,  8th  and  10th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  de- 
sire their  concurrence. 

A  petition  of  Peter  Heron,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  a  subject  of  his  most 
Christian  Majesty,  and  master  of  tlie  brigantine  Lark,  lately  arrived  in  James  river,  and  after  entering  his  vessel  with 
the  Naval  officer,  did,  from  his  ignorance  of  the  law  and  the  mistake  of  his  interpreter,  proceed  to  break  bulk,  with- 
out having  paid  the  duties;  in  consequence  of  which,  his  said  vessel  has  been  seized,  and  claimed  as  a  forfeiture  to  the 
Commonwealth;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Essex,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  read ;  settiug  forth,  that  they  have  seen  and  approve  the  conduct  of  the  people  of  Boston,  in  refusing 
admittance  to  the  loyalists,  and  are  of  opinion  that  so  much  of  the  preliminary  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  as  provides 
for  the  return  of  those  people,  and  for  the  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  subjects  of  Britain,  is  impolitic  and  oppres- 
sive, and  ought  not  to  be  complied  with;  and  praying  that  the  legislature  may  reject  such  parts  of  the  said  treaty,  and 
adopt  some  efficacious  mode  for  the  payment  of  public  and  private  debts. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  memorial  of  Francis  Taylor,  colonel  of  the  late  regiment  of  guards  over  the 
Convention  prisoners,  in  behalf  of  himself,  the  other  officers,  and  tlie  soldiers  of  the  said  regiment,  to  them  referred, 
and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  aftcr^vards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  a  certificate  of  James  Wood,  colonel  of  the  Sth  Virginia  regiment,  that  the 
said  Francis  Taylor,  being  a  Junior  major,  became  a  supernumerary  officer,  by  the  arrangement  at  W'hite  Plains,  in 
September,  1778. 

It  also  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Francis  Taylor  was,  on  the  24th  day  of  December,  in  theyear 
1778,  appointed  and  commissioned  a  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  battalion  of  volunteers,  to  guard  the  British  prisoners; 
thai  on  the  fifth  of  March,  following,  he  was  appointed  and  commissioned  colonel  of  the  said  regiment,  and  continued  in 
the  service  until  the  month  of  June,  1781,  when  the  said  regiment  was  disbanded. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  memorial  of  the  said  Francis  Taylor,  as 
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prays  tliat  the  depreciation  of  pay  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  said  regiment  may  be  made  good,  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  provided  by  law,  in  the  case  of  other  troops  raised  for  the  defence  of  this  State;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  memorial  of  the  said  Francis  Tay- 
lor, as  prays  that  he  may  be  allowed  half  pay  for  life,  and  the  bounty  in  lands  given  by  law  to  a  colonel  in  the  conti- 
lieuta!  ser'S'ice  ;  be  rejected 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  Francis  Taylor,  ought  to  be  allowed  the  same 
emoluments,  advantages  and  bounties,  as  are  given  by  law  to  any  officer  holding  the  rank  of  major  in  the  State  line. 

The  1st  and  2d  resolutions,  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  3d  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to 
the  same  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  1st  resolution  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  for  the  relief  of  sherifls ;"  "  to  enable  the  General  Court,  to  settle  and  adjust 
costs;"  "to  repeal  the  act  to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State;"  "  to 
enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York,  to  level  the  works  around  the  said  town  at  public  expense;"  "  to  repeal  the 
act,  '  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such 
citizens ;"  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  '  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates 
for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  "  to  compel  the 
counties  of  Dinwiddle,  Essex,  Fauquier,  and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  '  for  recruiting  this  State's 
quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States;"  and  "for  granting  pardon  to  John  Holland,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  June  5,  1783. 

Mr.  Henderson  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Peter  Heron,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Peter  Heron,  setting  forth,  that  being  a  sub- 
ject of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  laws  and  language  of  the  country,  he  arrived 
in  James  river  on  the  27th  ultimo,  master  of  the  brigantine  Lark,  and  proceeded  to  break  bulk,  without  having  enter- 
ed his  said  vessel ;  that  in  consequence  thereof,  she  was  seized  by  the  marshal  of  the  admiralty  as  a  forfeiture,  and 
praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  enter  his  vessel,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  _to  be  permitted  to 
to  enter  his  said  vessel  upon  paying  the  customary  duties,  office  fees,  and  the  expenses  of  the  seizure. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution  ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Commerce, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  tor  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one 
act ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assem- 
bly, for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  acl." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for  adjusting  claims  for  property  im- 
pressed or  taken  for  public  service ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  clause,  for  fixing  the  allowances  to  the  commissioners  and  their  clerks,  was  oflered  to  be  added  to 
the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder  ;  and  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  read  three  times  was,  on  the  question  put  (hereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  tiiat  the  title  he,  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  the 
act,  'for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Page  do  carry  the  bill  lo  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
An  engrossed  bill,  "to  continue  and  amend  the  act,  '  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  now  resident  on  the  wes- 
tern frontier  ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  now  resident  on 
the  western  frontier." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  bill  to  tiie  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  authorise  the  auditors  to  grant  new  warrants  in  certain  cases;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  order- 
<"d  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monda\  next. 

A  bill,  "  to  repeal  so   much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  Assembly,  as  subject  the  people  called  Quakers  to  penalties 
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or  disabilities  for  non-juring:"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  confimitted  to  r<  committee  of  the  whoir. 
House,  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Carrington  reported,   from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "to  legalize  certain  proceedings  of  the  county  "M 
court  of  Cumberland"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  had  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  examined  several  others  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  inspection. 
Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "for  the  inspection  of  hemp;"  and  that  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Ar- 
thur Campbell,  Zane,  Zachariah  Johnston,  Andrew  Moore,  Hite,  Stuart  and  GeneraJ  Stevens,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same. 

A  petition  of  David  Jackson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  April,   ^ 
1776,  he  entered  into  the  Virginia  line,  as  a  serjeaiit,  and  has  since  acted  as  an  issuing  commissary  and  quarter     ' 
master  to  Gen.  Woodford's  brigade,  with  which  he  was  taken  in  Charlestown,  and  detained  thirteen  months  as  a  pri- 
soner; and  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  such  a  gratuity  in  lands,  as  his  services  may  merit. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  Justices  of  the  court  of  Monongalia  county,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 
that  since  the  extension  of  Mason's  and  Dixon's  line,  they  have  been  destitute  of  a  courthouse;  and  praying  that  the 
same  may  be  established  by  an  act  of  Assembly  at  the  house  of  Zachariah  Morgan,  in  the  said  county. 
On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition ;  and  that  Messrs.  Zane, 
Alexander  White,  and  Warman,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  five  delegates 
to  represent  this  State  in  Congress;  and  of  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State;  also,  for  the  House 
to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  on  the  bills  "  for  the 
relief  of  sheriffs;"  "to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs;"  "to  repeal  the  act,  to  prohibit  intercourse 
with,  and  the  admission  of  British  subjects  into  this  State ;"  "  to  enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York  to  level  the 
works  around  the  said  town  at  public  expense;',  "to  repeal  the  act,  'declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such  citizens;"  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  the 
act,  'for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys 
to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "to  compel  the  counties  of  Dinwiddle,  Essex,  Fauquier,  and  King  and 
Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  'for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States;" 
and  "for  granting  pardon  to  John  Holland,"  being  read; 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  June  6,  1783. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  legalize  certain  proceedings  of  the  county  court  of  Cumberland;"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass,  and  the  title  be,  an  act  "  to  legalize  certain  proceedings  of  the  county  courts  of 
Cumberland  and  Lunenburg." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  five 
delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  for  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  in  November  next;  and  the  members 
having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  names  of  the  persons  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes, 
Messrs.  Mann  Page,  Thruston,  Alexander  White,  Wilson  Miles  Gary,  Edmundson,  Stephens  Thomson  Mason  and 
Zachariah  Johnston,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  and  jointly  with  them  to  ex- 
amine the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House  and   reported,  that  they  had,  ac-j* 
cording  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the 
ballot  boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Thomas  Jeflerson,  Samual  Hardy,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Ar- 
thur Lee  and  James  Monroe,  Esq'rs. 

The  House  proceeded  in  like  manner,  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  member  of  the  Privy 
Council  or  Council  of  State;  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appointed, 
and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Joseph  Jones,  Wilson  Miles  Cary,  and  Strother,  were  nominated  a 
L  2 
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committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  and  jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the 
House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  slioujd  fall. 
•  The  committee  then  withdrew  ;  and  after  some  time  returned  into   the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  ac- 

cording to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  bal- 
lot boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  William  Short,  Esq. 

Mr  Newton  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  establishing  pilots,  and  regulating  their  fees;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Henderson  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "concerning  Peter  He- 
ron, a  subject  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  br 
read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  tiiem  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  bv  their  Speaker;  also  they  have  agreed  to  tiic  several  resolutions,  for  making  compensation  and  pay- 
ing certain  sums  of  money  to  William  Fowler,  John  Brownlow,  Philip  Timberlake,  Elizabeth  Adcock,  William  San- 
didge,  Samuel  Hunt,  Daniel  Boatright,  and  Benoni  Boatright;  also,  to  a  resolution,  for  making  compensation  to 
Caleb  Tate  for  a  quantity  of  wliiskey  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  army,  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  George  Matthews,  Esq.  colonel  of  the  third  Virginia  regiment, 
enclosing  an  account  of  monies  advanced  by  him  to  several  officers  of  the  ninth  Virginia  regiment,  whilst  prisoners  in 
New-York  and  Long  Island ;  and  requesting  that  the  same  may  be  reimbursed  him  with  interest,  and  charged  to  the 
said  officers;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ronald  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  sta:te  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  immediately  to  the  conti- 
nental receiver,  out  of  the  money  placed  in  his  hands  by  the  Executive,  under  the  act  "for  recruiting  this  State's  quo- 
ta of  troops  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,"  the  sum  of  15,000  dollars,  if  so  much  there  be,  after  the  ex- 
pense of  furnishing  the  horses  belonging  to  the  southern  army,  now  on  their  march  through  this  State  to  AVinchester, 
shall  be  paid;  and  that  the  treasurer  be  further  directed  to  sell  all  the  crop  tobacco  in  his  hands,  and  pay  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  to  the  continental  receiver,  towards  the  disciiarge  of  the  50,000/.  directed  by  the  last  session  of  As- 
sembly. But  as  the  sale  of  tobacco  at  this  time  when  the  price  here  is  so  inadequate  to  the  value  of  tiiat  article  in 
all  other  parts  of  the  world,  would  disable  this  State  from  fulfilling  the  promise  made  to  Congress  at  their  last  ses- 
^ion ; 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  do  not  sell  the  tobacco  of  the  best  quality  under  forty  shillings  for  every  hundred 
weight,  and  that  of  inferior  quality  at  prices  proportionable  thereto;  that  no  debts  due  in  tobacco  to  individuals  be 
paid  until  the  obligation  of  the  State  to  Congress  above  mentioned  shall  be  discharged ;  and  that  the  treasurer  do 
make  payments  to  the  continental  receiver,  in  manner  above  directed,  of  all  monies  and  tobacco  which  maybe  received 
under  the  revenue  law  from  delinquent  sheriffs,  until  the  full  sura  of  50,000/.  as  aforesaid  shall  be  paid. 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  ought  to  be  em- 
powered to  cause  as  many  men,  not  exceeding  ,  with  proper  officers,  to  be  enlisted  as  guards  for  public 
service,  for  so  long  a  time  as  the  Executive  may  deem  necessary,  until  application  shall  be  made  to  Congress  by  the 
delegates  of  this  State,  for  such  a  number  of  tlie  soldiers  of  the  line  of  this  State,  enlisted  for  three  years,  as  may  be 
necessary  for  this  purpose. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  all  lands  granted  as  bounties  to  tlie  non-commissioned 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment,  ouglit  to  be  clear  of  all  expenses,  except  the  re- 
frister's  fees  for  warrants;  and  the  bounties  to  the  officers  on  the  said  establishment,  ought  to  be  granted  them  clear  of 
all  expenses,  the  surveyor's  fees,  and  fees  of  ofiice  excepted:  Provided,  ahvays,  tliat  where  any  transfer  has  been  made 
of  such  land,  the  person  or  persons  to  wlioiii  such  transfer  shall  have  been  made,  shall  pay  tlie  expenses  attending  the 
locations  and  surveys  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tliat  certain  and  adequate  fimds  ought  to  be  assigned  for  pay-' 
ing  the  annual  interest  of  the  certificates  issued  to  the  officers  and  soldiers;  and  tliat  llic  principal  ought  to  be  charged 
on  the  said  funds,  to  be  discharged  in  seven  yearly  payments:  the  first  to  be   made  on  the  first  day  of  January,  one 
.thousand  seven  hundred  and  ;  and  that  lor  this  purpose  a  duty  of  per  bushel,  ought  to  he  p;iid  on  all 

salt  imported  into  this  State,  by  land  or  water;  also,  a  dutv  of  pence  per  eallou  on  all  spirits  and  wine,  imported 

by  land  or  water;  also  shillings  per  hogshead  on  each  hogshead  of  tobacco,  to  be  paid  by  the  exporter  at  the 

custom-house;  also  on  every  hundred  pounds  of  hemp;  on  every  hundred  pounds  ol    cordage;  and 

by  the  gallon  on  all  malt  beer  imported  into  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  tlic  1st  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On/errd,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursiK'nt  to  the  2d  and  4th  resolutions ;  and  that  Messrs.  Ronald, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Joseph  Jones,  Henry,  Carter  Henry  Harrison  and  Gabriel  Jones,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
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Ordered,  That  the  3d  resolution  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Thm-sday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  directing  the  treasurer  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  tlie*^ 
continental  receiver.      And  then  he  withdrew.  "  ' 

A  peiitiou  of  stmdry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hanover,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
10  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  much  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  admitting  to  au  equal  participa- 
tion of  the  rights  of  citizenship,  natives  of  America,  who  took  part  with  Great  Britain  in  the  late  contest,  and  who 
resided  in  the  British  dominions,  without  giving  some  assurance  of  attachment  to  America;  those  persons  who  in  the 
hour  of  danger  left  America  alone  to  combat  British  oppression,  and  those  against  whom  the  statute  staple  of  Edward 
in.  was  in  force ;  and  praying  that  the  return  of  all  such  persons  may  be  inhibited. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  to  repeal  the  act, 
declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such 
citizens." 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Augusta  and  Rockbridge,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  there  are  within  the  said  counties,  two  large  tracts 
of  land,  known  by  the  names  of  Beverley's  and  Burden's  tracts,  which  have  lain  neglected  and  uncultivated  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  lor  which  the  proprietors  have  not  paid  any  taxes;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  either  re- 
vert to  the  Commonwealth,  or  that  the  said  proprietors  may  be  compelled  to  pay  all  arrearages  of  taxes  now  due 
thereon,  and  also  the  annual  tax  to  which  it  shall  be  assessed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "  for  the 
relief  of  sheriffs;"  "  to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs;"  "  to  repeal  the  act,  to  prohibit  inter- 
course with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State;"  "to  enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York,  to 
level  the  works  around  the  said  town,  at  public  expense ;"  "  to  repeal  the  act,  '  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed 
citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such  citizens ;"  "  for  further  continuing  and 
amending  the  act,  '  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning 
certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "  to  compel  the  counties  of  Dinwiddie,  Essex,  Fau- 
quier, and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  '  for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  con- 
tinental army;"  "  for  granting  pardon  to  John  Holland;"  •'  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  regulating  the  practice  of  At- 
tornies  ;"  "  to  make  the  half-blood  inheritable  to  lauds  and  slaves,  descended  from,  or  given  by  their  common  an- 
cestors;" and  "to  indemnify  all  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  others,  for  acts  necessarily  done  in 
execution  of  military  orders,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  June  7,  1783. 


A  bill,  "  for  establishing  pilots,  and  regulating  their  fees ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  Messrs.  Newton,  Kearnes,  Richard  Lee,  Henderson,  Braxton,  Booker,  Wray  and  Cowper. 

Mr.  Parker  presented,   according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth 
river  to  the  waters  of  Alberraarle  Sound;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  ^^ 
a  second  time.  '^i 

A  petition  of  Anthony  Tucker  Dixon,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  served  ^ 
upwards  of  six  years  as  a  surgeon  and   apothecary,  in  tiie  hospitals,  and  with  the  troops  in  the  service  of  this  State;  W 
and  that  upon  inspecting  the  laws  he  finds  he  is  not  allowed  either  the  depreciation  of  his  pay  or  the  bounty  in 
lands,  allowed  regimental  surgeons  who  have  served  three  years  successively ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  put  upon  ^ 
the  same  footing  witii  them,  both  with  respect  to  the  depreciation  of  his  pay  and  bounty  of  lands.  W 

Also,  a  petition  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade;  setting  forth,  that  in  September,  1775,  he  was  appointed  a  captain, 
and  had  the  command  of  a  company  until  the  year  1777,  when  he  was  appointed  an  aid-de-camp  to  his  excellency 
General  Washington,  with  the  rank  of  a  lieutenant  colonel;  that  he  continued  in  that  post  until  October,  17S0,  and 
then  resigned  his  captaincy,  in  order  to  make  way  for  officers  of  merit ;  and  although  he  was  always  considered  as  a 
lieutenant  colonel,  and  if  he  had  not  resigned  woLdd  now  stand  as  a  fidl  colonel,  yet  upon  application  he  finds  he  is 
excluded  from  the  depreciation  of  his  pay  and  the  bounty  of  lands;  and  praying  that  he  may  bd  allowed  the  same  as 
a  lieutenant  colonel. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Gill;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  nearest  of  blood  to  John  Brander,  a  Biitisli  subject, 
whose  estate  has  been  confiscated ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  vest  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  the 
said  estate  in  the  petitioner. 
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Also,  n  petition  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Common  Councilmen,  of  the  city  of  Richmond  ;  set- 
ting forth,  that  difficulties  and  doubts  have  arisen  upon  the  construction  of  several  laws  giving  powers  to  the  direc- 
tors and  trustees  of  the  said  city,  which  have  been  since  transferred  to  the  Corporation;  and  also,  of  an  act,  "  autho- 
»#rising  tliem  to  elect  two  more  Aldermen ;"  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  explained  and  amended. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  third  Virginia  regiment ;  setting  forth,  that  two  years  after  the  formation  of 
their  regiment  they  were  discharged;  by  which  means  they  are  not  entitled  to  the  bounty  of  land  allowed  other  troops 
in  the  service  of  this  State;  and  praying  that  they  may.be  allowed  a  proportionable  part  of  the  said  lands  for  the 
time  they  were  in  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  bill,  "concerning  Peter  Heron,  a  subject  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  tlie  whole  House,  to-day. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  bill ;  and  after  some 
lime  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amend- 
ment thereto;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

And  the  question  being  put,  that  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time, 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes  60,  Noes  25. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Mann  Page,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Nicholas; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  George  Nicholas,  William  Cabell,  John  Cunningham,  Ro- 
bert Clarke,  Adam  Stevens,  Moses  Hunter,  John  Breckenridge,  Thomas  Claiborne,  John  Cabell,  Hickinson  Barks- 
dale,  John  Ward,  Joel  Watkins,  Robert  Goode,  French  Strother,  James  Pendleton,  George  Wray,  Spencer  Roane, 
John  Edmundson,  William  Pickett,  David  Ross,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  Timothy  Patton,  John  Page,  Thomas 
Smith,  James  Mason,  James  M'Craw,  Abraham  Hite,  Garland  Anderson,  Patrick  Henrj',  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  Jo- 
siah  Parker,  Thomas  Coleman,  John  Pollard,  Joseph  Jones,  Henry  Towles,  Stephens  Thomson  Mason,  William 
Anderson,  Henry  Stokes,  Caleb  Wallace,  Samuel  Goode,  William  Curtis,  James  Campbell,  John  Cowper,  John 
Watkins,  John  Kearnes,  Isaac  Avery,  David  Shepiierd,  William  Moore,  John  Scott,  Benjamin  Lankford,  Richard 
Bibb,  John  Thorowgood,  Alexander  Scott  Bullitt,  James  Gordon,  John  Fauntleroy,  Abraham  Bird,  Richard  Henry 
Lee,  James  Kee,  Arthur  Campbell  and  James  Montgomery. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  the  Honorable  John  Tyler,  Speaker,  Samuel  Sherwin, 
Thomas  Lumpkin,  Archibald  Stuart,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Alexander  Henderson,  Charles  Broadwater,  Alexan- 
der White,  Elias  Poston,  Hugli  Innes,  William  Nelson,  jun.  Henry  Todd,  Drury  Ragsdale,  James  Ball,  jun.  John 
Bowdoin,  John  Heath,  William  Maj'o,  jun.  William  Ronald,  Arthur  Lee,  Andrew  Moore,  Gabriel  Jones,  Isaac  Zane, 
Mann  Page,  Thomas  Towles  and  Wilson  Miles  Cary. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Moore  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Friday  next;  and  Messrs. 
Edward  Carter,  and  Gilchrist,  until  Monday  se'nnight. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  appoiirting 
naval  officers,  and  ascertaining  their  fees,  into  one  act;"  and  that  Messrs.  Henderson,  Newton,  Mann  Page,  Ball, 
Cary,  and  John  Page,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson : 
^  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  respecting  the  public  printers;  and  for  allowing 
Frederick  Warneck  a  bounty  in  lands ;  also,  to  the  bills  "  to  continue  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the 
'  relief  of  certain  persons  now  resident  on  the  western  frontier;"  and  "  to  legalize  certain  proceedings  of  the  county 
courts  of  Cumberland  and  Ijunenburg,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House.  And  then  he  withdrew. 
'  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inliabitants  of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  labor  under  many  inconveniences  from  the  heavy  tonnage  imposed  by 
the  act,  "for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue  upon  ail  small  vessels,"  and  (he  charges  at  entrance  and  clearance, 
though  perhaps,  they  are  only  trom  the  neighboring  States:  by  which  means,  the  profits  of  the  voyage  are  swallowed 
up,  before  they  are  permitted  to  break  bulk;  and  praying  that  the  said  law  may  be  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend 
the  act,  '  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly',  for  ascertainiug  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  estab- 
lishing a  pern)anent  revenue,  into  one  act." 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  the  relief  of  sherifl's;"  "to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust 
costs;"  "to  repeal  the  act, '  to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State;"  "to 
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enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York,  to  level  the  works  around  the  said  town  at  public  expense;"  "to  repeal  the 
act,  'declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such 
citizens;"  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  'for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificiites 
for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "to  compel  the 
counties  of  Dinwiddle,  Essex,  Fauquier,  and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  '  for  recruititfg  this  State's  quota 
of  troops  to  serve  in  the  continental  army;"  "for  granting  pardon  to  John  Holland;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  regu- 
lating the  practice  of  Attornies ;"  "  to  make  the  half-blood  inheritable  to  lands  and  slaves,  descended  from,  or  given  by, 
their  common  ancestors;"  and  "to  indemnify  all  officers  of  the  army,  for  acts  necessarily  done  in  execution  of  military 
orders,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  June  9,  1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  Peter  Heron,  a  subject  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  concerning  Peter  Heron,  a  subject  of  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  )t 

A  bill  '■  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  the  waters  of  Albemarle  Sound;'' 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Fairfax,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  understand  the  General  Assembly  are  now  about  to  impose  a  heavy 
du(3'  on  all  imported  iron  and  cordage,  which  will,  in  their  opinion,  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  citizens  of  this  State,  as 
there  is  not  a  sufficient  quantity  of  those  articles  made  within  the  State  for  its  consumption  ;  and  praying  that  the  duties 
to  which  they  are  now  subject,  may  not  be  increased. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to  pro- 
vide funds  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  due  to  the  army." 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  Generals  Scott,  Weedon  and  Morgan,  Col,  Heath,  Lieutenant  Colonels  Towles  and  Clarke,  and  Capt. 
Carrington,  officers  of  the  Virginia  continental  line,  have  attended  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  properly  deputed 
on  business  of  the  said  line,  which  has  been  very  expensive  to  them; 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  such  of  the  said  officers  who  have  not  received  it,  the 
interest  of  their  certificates  granted  under  an  act  of  Assembly,  passed  the  November  session,  1781,  out  of  any  public 
money  in  his  hands. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  vest  certain  lands  in  the  county  of  Northampton  in  trustees, 
for  the  use  of  an  Academy ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Avery,  Henry,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Joseph  Jones  and  Gabriel  Jones,, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Thomson  Mason  reported,  from  the  cotnmittee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration,  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Am- 
herst and  Bedford,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  praying  that  a  ferry  may  be  established  from  the  land  of 
Thomas  VVaugh,  in  the  county  of  Amherst  over  the  Fluvanna  river,  to  the  land  of  Nicholas  Davies,  on  the  opposite 
shore,  in  the  county  of  Bedford ;  and  that  an  opposite  ferry  from  tlie  land  of  the  said  Niciiolas  Davies,  over  the  Flu- 
vanna, to  the  land  of  the  said  Thomas  Waugh  on  the  opposite  shore ;  are  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "for  regulating  fer- 
ries ;"  that  they  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  agreeable  to  the  said  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  declaring  tenants  of  lands 
or  slaves,  in  tail,  to  hold  the  same  in  fee  simple;"  and  that  Messrs.  Alexander  White  and  Thomson  Mason,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  William  Cabell  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  several 
acts,  concerning  vestries  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Bowyer,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  compensation  may  be  made 
him  for  the  support  of  a  number  of  recruits,  which  he  marched  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey  in  the  year  1777,  and  for 
which  he  has  received  no  satisfaction. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Duncan  Rose;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  April,  1781,  he  received  of  the  auditors  two 
warrants  for  sums  of  paper  money,  in  part  payment  of  a  debt  due  him  from  the  State  in  tobacco  at  the  rate  of  75L 
currency  for  every  hundred  weight  of  tobacco;  that  owing  to  the  confusion  occasioned  by  the  invasions  of  the  enemy, 
M  2 
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he  never  received  the  said  money;  and  upon  application  to  the  auditors  since  the  funding  of  the  paper  currency,  they 
have  refused  to  allow  him  more  than  the  legal  depreciation  fixed  by  act  of  Assembly,  by  which  means  he  will  lose 
near  three  fifths  of  his  debt;  and  praying  that  the  said  warrants  may  be  again  reduced  into  tobacco. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Hannah  Crawford ;  setting  forth,  that  she  is  widow  of  the  late  Colonel  William  Crawford, 
deceased,  who  by  entering  early  in  the  war  into  the  service  of  his  country  as  a  soldier,  and  by  his  constant  assiduity 
and  attention  therein,  was  reduced  from  a  state  of  opulence  to  want,  and  was  lately  killed  in  an  engagement  with  the 
Indians,  at  the  head  of  a  party  of  troops  of  which  he  had  taken  command  at  the  request  of  General  Irwin,  leaving  his 
family  much  distressed ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
''for  the  relief  of  sherifls;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  John  Page 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through 
the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jameson  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "concerning  Peter  Heron,  a  subject  of  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment ;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  for  granting  pardon  to  John  Holland;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
John  Page  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
gone  through  the  same,  and  had  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in 
at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,   That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Cowper  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  continue  and  amend  an 
act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine ;"'  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

General  Lawson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Hampden  Sydney,  and 
aflbrding  them  public  assistance ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stoakes  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Wednesday  se'nnight. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  do  pay  the  wages  of  the  members  attending  this  present  General  Assembly,  out  of 
tlie  fund  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  defence  of  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake,  the  said  fund  being  no  longer  necessary 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
iheir  consideration  several  petitions  and  a  resolution  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  James  Banks  and  James  Sullivan,  inspec- 
tors of  tobacco  at  Hobb's  Hole,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  public  for  certain  tobacco  which  was  stolen  out  of 
the  warehouses  at  the  said  inspection,  in  the  years  1780  and  1781,  and  for  which  they  have  actually  paid,  is  reasona- 
ble; and  that  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  public  for  1,483  pounds  of  crop  tobacco,  being  the  quantity 
stolen,  to  be  discharged  at  two  pence  per  pound. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  ojnnion  of  this  committee.  That  such  part  of  the  petition  of  Thomas  Moss,  as  prays  that 
he  may  be  paid  by  the  public  for  certain  armourer's  tools,  which  were  taken  from  him  for  public  service,  ought  tc 
be  referred  to  a  Court  of  Claims. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition  as  prays  that  an  allow- 
ance may  be  made  hnn  by  the  public  for  repairing  sundry  public  arms,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  auditors  of  public 
accounts  to  adjust  and  settle. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  (he  opinion  of  (his  committee.  That  the  petitions  of  John  Morris  and  Peter  Mason,  jun*  pray- 
ing compensation  from  the  public,  in  consideration  of  the  wounds  which  they  have  received  whilst  soldiers  in  the  ser- 
vice of  this  State,  are  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  and  allowed  half 
pay  for  life. 

Resolved,  thai  i(  is  the  opinion  of  (his  committee.  That  the  resohuion  which  directs  the  avidilors  to  issue  military 
warrants  to  Dr.  William  Brown,  for  the  sum  of  5oL  I2s.  for  his  services  in  the  continental  army  in  the  year  1776; 
ought  to  be  rejected. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  2d,  3d  and  4th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  examined  several  others  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  inspection. 

A  petition  of  Jacob  Wine,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  whilst  a  soldier  in  the  tirst 
detachment  of  Virginia  troops,  he  received  at  difierent  times  six  wounds,  which  have  disabled  him  from  labor;  and 
praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Dobyns ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  drafted  from  the  county  of  Richmond,  under  the 
act  of  October  session,  1780,  for  recruiting  the  troops  of  this  State,  and  was  entitled  to  a  certificate  for  one  thousand 
pounds  of  crop  tobacco,  as  a  bounty ;  that  he  soon  after  applied  to  the  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  county  for  the  said 
bounty,  but  did  not  receive  the  same,  nor  has  he  ever  since  received  any  satisfaction  for  it,  and  praying  a  reasonable 
compensation  may  be  made  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Abraham  Green,  William  Ford,  John  Howson,  Edward  Booker,  and  George  Booker;  setting 
forth,  that  in  the  year  1773,  they  attended  the  General  Court  as  venire  men,  on  the  trial  of  Joseph  Berry,  and  have 
never  received  any  satisfaction  for  the  same,  the  auditors,  upon  application,  having  refused  to  make  them  any  allow- 
ance ;  and  praying  to  be  paid  the  usual  allowance  to  venire  men. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Kemp ;  setting  forth,  that  a  certain  George  Logan  was  indebted  to  the  petitioner  in  a 
considerable  sum,  and  having  joined  a  party  of  British  troops,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Dunmore,  his  estate  has 
been  since  confiscated,  and  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  thereof  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  praying  that  the  trea- 
surer may  be  directed  to  pay  him  the  amount  of  his  debt  out  of  the  said  monies. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Lemuel  Thorowgood,  executor  of  Hugh  Craigdallie,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Holcombe,  praying  to  be  paid  for  a  valuable  horse,  which  was  stolen  from  him  whilst  he 
had  the  command  of  a  regiment  of  the  militia,  which  were  guarding  the  British  troops  taken  at  York,  to  Winchester. 

Also,  a  petiuon  of  Henry  Lee,  jun.  lieutenant-colonel  commandant  of  the  partizan  legion;  setting  forth,  that  on 
the  day  of  the  battle  at  Guilford  courthouse,  he  purchased  of  a  certain  William  Warwick,  a  gelding  for  the  use  of  the 
legion,  and  drew  an  order  on  the  treasury  of  this  State  for  the  sum  often  thousand  pounds,  in  favor  of  the  said  War- 
wick, which  was  never  paid,  and  was  also  refused  to  be  certified  by  the  Court  of  Claims  of  the  county  where  he  pre- 
sented the  same ;  and  praying  that  the  value  of  the  horse  may  be  paid  to  the  said  Warwick. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  that  they  are  truly  enrolled, 
and  they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills  : 

"  An  act,  to  continue  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  now  resident  on  the 
western  frontier." 

"  An  act,  to  vest  the  Gun  Factory  and  public  lands  at  Fredericksburg  in  trustees,  for  the  purposes  of  an  Aca- 
dera}'." 

"  An  act,  concerning  Peter  Heron,  a  subject  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty." 

"  An  act,  to  alter  the  place  of  holding  courts  in  the  county  of  Brunswick." 

"  An  act,  for  fariher  continuing  several  acts  of  Assembly." 

"  An  act,  to  legalize  certain  proceedings  of  the  county  court  of  Cumberland,  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  respecting  a  supply  of  provisions  for  the  troops 
now  on  guard ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cabell  presented,  from  tlie  committee  for  Religion,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  dissolving  the  vestry  of 
the  parish  of  Lynnhaven,  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne;"  which  was  received,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Benjamin  Johnson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  being  a  resident  in 
that  part  of  the  Commonwealth  called  West  Augusta,  which  comprehends  the  counties  affected  by  the  dividing  line 
with  Pennsylvania,  he  has  seen  the  inconveniences  resulting  to  the  people  there,  from  the  want  of  a  Land  Office,  and 
of  a  court,  with  jurisdiction  to  try  land  causes;  and  praying  that  such  regulations  may  be  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
as  mwy  tend  to  the  relief  of  the  sairl  people. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Joseph  Moore  and  VVilliam  Cowan ;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  attornies  in  fact  for  Robert 
Walton,  jun.  who  in  the  year  J779,  imported  into  this  Stale  a  number  of  slaves  from  the  Staii  of  Georgia,  being  at 
that  time  ignorant  of  the  act  "to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves ;"  that  he  is  desirous  of  difposmg  of  the  said  slaves 
for  the  discharge  of  several  debts  contracted'tluring  his  stay  here;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  empowering 
them  to  dispose  of  the  said  slaves  by  sale. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  comMiittee  oi  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  repeal  so  muri,  of  any  act  or  arts  of  Assembly,  as  subject  the  people  called 
Quakers,  to  penalties  or  disabilities  for  non-juring ;"  "  to  enable  the  General  Court,  to  settle  and  adjust  costs ;"  "  to 
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repeal  the  act,  'to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State;"  "to  enable  the 
trustees  of  the  "own  of  York,  to  level  the  works  around  the  said  town  at  public  expense;"  "to  repeal  the  act,  '  declar- 
ing who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such  citizens  ;"  "  for 
further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  '  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption 
rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  "  to  compel  the  counties  of  Din- 
widdle, Essex,  Fauquier,  and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  'for  recruiting  this  State's  quota. of  troops  to 
serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies ;"  "  to  make 
the  half-blood  inheritable  to  lands  and  slaves  descended  from,  or  given  by,  their  common  ancestors;"  and  "to  indem- 
nify all  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  others,  for  acts  necessarily  done  in  execution  of  military  orders," 
being  read ; 

Ordi  red,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  June  10,   1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "for  the  relief  of  sheriffs;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up ;  and  the 
question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 
It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes  77,  Noes  17. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Thomson  Mason,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Mann  Page ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  Ayes  and  Noes  on  the  question  for  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  be  inserted  \n 
the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  George  Nicholas,  William  Cabell,  Samuel  Sherwin,  Za- 
chariah  Johnston,  John  Cunningham,  Robert  Clarke,  Moses  Hunter,  John  Breckenridge,  Archibald  Stuart,  Thomas 
Clniborne,  John  Cabell,  Robert  Adams,  jun.  John  Ward,  William  Green  Munford,  Thomas  Collier,  Joel  Watkins, 
Robert  Goode,  James  Pendleton,  George  Wray,  Spencer  Roane,  John  Edmundson,  Alexander  Henderson,  John 
Barker,  John  Powell,  Alexander  White,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  John  Critten<len,  Timothy  Peyton,  John  Page, 
Thomas  Smith,  Thomas  Underwood,  James  Wall,  James  Mason,  James  M'Craw,  Isaac  Coles,  Ellas  Poston,  Abra- 
ham Hite,  Bartlett  Anderson,  Garland  Andersori,  Turner  Southall,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Patrick  Henry,  Hugh  Innes, 
John  Scasbrook  Wells,  Josiah  Parker,  Henry  Todd,  John  Pollard,  Joseph  Jones,  Carter  Braxton,  William  Anderson, 
Edward  Ragsdale,  Samuel  Goode,  William  Curtis,  Francis  Worman,  James  Campbell,  Kinchen  Godwin,  John  Cow- 
ner,  John  Bowdoin,  John  Thornton,  John  Heath,  John  Scott,  Benjamin  Lankford,  Richard  Bibb,  Alexander  ScoU 
Bullitt,  Charles  Campbell,  Andrew  Moore,  Gabriel  Jones,  John  Hopkins,  Abraham  Bird,  John  Taylor  of  South- 
ampton, Thomas  Towles,  Charles  Carter,  Gray  Judklns,  Cole  Dlgges,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  James  Montgomery  and 
Thomas  Newton. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Everard  Meade,  Adam  Stevens,  French  Strother,  Charles 
Broadwater,  William  Norvell,  Drury  Ragsdale,   Henry  Towles,  James  Ball,  jun.  John  Watkins,  Tiiomas  Kemp, 
Arthur  Lee,  James  Gordon,  John  Fauntleroy,  Mann  Page,  Thomson  Mason,  James  Kee,  and  Wilson  Miles  Cary. 
Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  said  bill  be,  "an  act,  for  the  relief  of  sherifls." 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
An  engrossed  bill,  "for  granting  ])ardon  to  John  Holland;"  was  read  the  third  time. 
Resolved,  That  tlic  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  tiie  title  be,  "  an  act,  lor  granting  pardon  to  John  Holland." 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  continue  and  amend  an  act,  '  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour, 
tar,  pitch  aiul  turpentine  ;"   was  read  the  second  lime,  and  ordered  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  concerning  vestries;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  commit- 
ted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

A  bill,  "for  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Hampden  Sydney,  and  affording  them  public  assistance;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Thursday  next. 

The  House,  proceeded  to  consider  the  resohuldn  reported  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  on 
the  meiiiorial  of  Gabriel  Jones,  to  them  referred,  which  lay  on  the  table;  and  the  said  resolution  being  again  twice 
read,  was  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followetii : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  tiie  said  Gabriel  Jones,  being  a  deputy  attorney  for  the 
Commonwealth  for  the  county  of  Rockingham,  at  tiie  time  of  his  election,  was  eligible  as  a  delegate  to  represent 
the  said  county  in  this  present  General  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  give  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  in- 
struirents  of  writing,  whicli  the  late  war  has  prevented  being  done  according  to  law;"  and  that  Messrs.  Zane,  Ste- 
plien>  Tiionison  Mison,  Thruston,  Alexander  White  and  Gabriel  Jones,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  iucording  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  coinmitlcc  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter 
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reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consi- 
tli  . :  iiijii,  ruifl  liad  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  lime  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move 
the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  tiie  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  do  inquire  into  the  information  lodged  before  the 
iaid  committee,  concerning  the  ineligibihty  of  Messrs.  David  Ross  and  John  Powell,  delegates  returned  to  serve  in 
'bis  present  General  Assembly  for  the  county  of  Fluva-nna,  for  non-residence;  and  of  Mr.  Isaac  Zane,  a  delegate  re- 
turned to  serve  in  this  present  Geiyral  Assembly  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  for  the  same  cause.  ^ 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Rf solved.  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  be  empowered  to  draw  on  the  treasurer  for  such  a  sum  of 
money  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  eastern  defence,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  =the  guards  now 
on  duty,  until  the  General  Asseiiibly  shall  make  further  provision  for  them. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  General  Nelson  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  petition  of  John  Vaughan,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  after  a  series  of  active 
iervict»s  in  a  min«te  battalion,  in  the  continental  army,  and  as  a  volunteer,  he  was,  in  October,  1778,  appointed  a 
lieutenant  in  the  State  garrison  regiment,  in  which  he  continued  until  some  time  in  the  j'ear  1781,  when  he  was,  by 
an  ;irrangement  of  the  State  troops,  considered  as  a  supernumerary,  contrary  to  his  most  earnest  wishes,  and  entitled 
to  half  pny  only;  and  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  directed  to  settle  his  accounts  for  the  year  1781,  as  an  officer 
entitled  to  full  pay;  and  praying  also,  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  prove  by  his  own  oath,  the  proper  application  of 
a  sum  of  money  advanced  him  for  the  recruiting  service,  the  vouchers  for  which  have  been  lost. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  tht-n*  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inspect  the  office  of  the  pubhc  printer,  awd  report  to  the'  House  the 
present  state  and  progress  of  the  public  business  under  his  direction. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Nicholas,  General  Nelson,  Wilson  Miles  Gary,  Alexander  White,^^ 
and  Pendleton.  ^ 

The  orders  of  tlie  da}',  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "to  en- 
able the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs;"  "  to  repeal  the  act,  'to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  the  admis- 
sion of,  British  subjects  into  this  State;"  "to  enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York,  to  level  the  works  around  the 
said  town,  at  public  expense;"  "to  repeal  the  act,  'declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such  citizens;"  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  '  for  giving 
further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land 
Office,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  "  to  compel  the  counties  of  Dinwiddie,  Essex,  Fauquier,  and  King  and  Queen,  to 
comply  with  the  act,  '  fur  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States;"  "to 
amend  the  act,  '  for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies ;"  "  to  make  the  half-blood  inheritable  to  lands  or  slaves  de- 
-cended  from,  or  given  by,  their  common  ancestors;"  "  to  indemnify  all  officers  of  Jie  army  of  the  United  States,  and 
others,  for  acts  necessarily  done  in  execution  of  inilitin-y  orders;"  and  "  to  repeal  so  mucii  of  any  act  or  acts  of  As- 
•  pinbly,  as  subject  the  people  called  Quakers  to  penalties  or  disabilities  for  non-juring,"  being  read; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  IG  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  JuneM,  1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "ito  amend  an  act,  entitled  an  act,  '  to  continue  and  amend  an  act,  '  for  the  inspection  of  pork, 
V-eef,  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  continue  and 
amend  an  act,  'lor  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar,  .pitch  and  turpentine." 

Ordered,  That  Jlr.  Covvper  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  .the  committee  of  officers  from  the  army,  who  have  attended  thh  House,  on  the  business  of  their 
•memorial,  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  three  dollars  per  diem  respectively,  and  the  same  sum  for  every  day's  travel- 
;iing  expenses  to  and  from  this  place;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  out  of  the  fund  arising  from  the  recruit- 
Ang  law,  deducting  the  same  from  the  interest  due,  or  to  become  due,  to  the  said  officers  upon  their  military  certificates. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their. concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee  : 

:Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  te  the  bill   "ibr  .granting  pai-don  to  Jafca  Holland."     &r^'l  thetj.he^ 
•withdrew- 

■M  ". 
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Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  examined  the  certificates  of  election  of  delegates  to  serve  in  this  present  General  Asserablv,  com- 
pared the  same  with  the  form  prescribed  by  law,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  vcad,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  certitlcates  oi'  llie  elettion  of  delegates  to  serve  in 
this  present  General  Assembly  for  the  counties  of  Albemarle,  Amelia,  Augusta,  Bedford,  Berkeley  Botetourt,  Camp- 
bell, Caroline,  Charles  City,  Charlotte,  Chesterfield,  Culpepcr,  Fairfax,  Fluvanna,  Frederick,  Gloucester,  Gooch- 
land, Halifax,  Hampshire,  Hanover,  Henrico,  Henry,  Jauies  Ciiy,  Isle  of  Wight,  King  George,  King  and  Queen, 
King  William,  Lancaster,  Lincoln,  Louisa,  Lunenburg,  Middlesex,  Monongalia,  Nansemond,  New  Kent,  Orange, 
Pittsylvania,  Prince  Edward,  Prince  George,  Prince  William,  Rockbridge,  Spottsylvania,  Surry,  Warwick,  Washing- 
ton, Westmoreland,  and  of  a  delegate  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg  and  borough  of  Norfolk,  are  made  in  the  form 
prescribed  by  law. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  02nnion  of  this  committee,  That  the  ct-rtificates  of  the  election  of  delegates  to  serve  in  this 
present  General  Assembly  for  the  counties  of  Amherst,  Bruns\\ick,  Buckingham,  Cumberland,  Dinwiddle,  Essex, 
Fauquier,  Fayette,  Greensville,  Loudoun,  Mecklenburg,  Montgomery,  Norfolk,  Northampton,  Northumberland,  Ohio, 
Powhatan,  Princess  Anne,  Richmond,  Rockingham,  Shenandoah.  Soinhampton,  Stafibrd,  Sussex  and  York,  are  nor, 
made  in  the  form  prescribed  by  law. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newton  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  tla,  bill  •  ibi  ctabiishing  pilots,  and  regulating  their  fees," 
was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  tiie  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made 
several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House.  * 

Ordered,   That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Bassett: 
^        Mr.  Speaker, — ^The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  for  supplying  the  troops  now  on  guard  with  provi- 
sions.    And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  remonstrance  and  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  count3-  °^  Henrico,  wlio^e  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  much  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  admitting 
to  an  equal  participation  of  the  rights  of  citizenship,  natives  of  America  who  took  part  with  Great  Britain  in  the  late 
contest,  and  who  resided  in  the  British  dominions,  without  giving  some  assurance  of  attaclnnent  to  America;  those 
persons  who,  in  the  hour  of  danger  left  America,  alone  to  combat  British  oppression;  and  those  against  whom  the 
statute  staple  of  Edward  HL  is  in  force;  and  praying  that  the  return  of  such  persons  may  be  inhibited. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  to  repeal  the  act, 
'declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such  citizens."' 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Bryan  Martin  and  Gabriel  Jones,  surviving  executors  of  Lord  Fairfax,  deceased,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  shall  be  involved  in  many  difficulties,  in  consequence  of  a 
clause  of  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly  "  for  establishing  a  revenue,"  permitting  all  persons  indebted  to  the 
said  Fairfax's  estate,  for  arrears  of  quit  rents,  to  retain  the  same  in  their  hands  until  the  further  direction  of  the  As- 
sembly, which  will  deprive  them  of  the  means  of  discharging  his  debts,  and  of  paying  the  annual  taxes  on  his  lands, 
which  are  very  considerable;  and  praying  that  that  part  of  the  said  law  may  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to 
amend  the  act,  '  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing 
a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act." 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwealtli;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter  report- 
ed, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  uiuler  their  consideration, 
and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  cleriv's 
(able,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  proposition  of  Congress,  recommending  it  to  this  State 
to  enable  Congress  to  levy  within  this  State  duties  on  certain  enumerated  articles,  and  an  impost  of  five  per  centum 
ad  valorem,  on  all  other  goods  and  merchandizes,  is  inadmissible. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  said  proposition,  as  recommends  the 
assigning  particular  branches  of  the  revenue  of  this  State  to  be  collected  by  Congress,  is  also  inadmissible. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  duties  and  imposts,  as  recommended  by  Congress,  ought 
to  be  laid  until  this  State's  quota  of  the  continental  debt  shall  be  paid;  and  that  tlie  monies  arising  therefrom,  ought 
to  be  collected  by  the  several  Naval  oflicers,  and  by  them  paid  to  the  continental  receiver  in  this  State. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  in  addition  to  the  revenue  arising  from  im|)osts,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  land  tax  as  now  charged,  be  granted  to  Congress:  that  is  to  say,  the  whole  or  so  much  tlioreof  as  may  be 
^ necessary  to  make  up  a  sum  equal  to  this  State's  quota  shall  be  paid  by  tiie  treasurer  to  the  continental  receiver;  and 
if  any  deficiency  should  arise,  the  same  shall  be  made  good  out  of  the  tax  arising  from  slaves. 
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Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  3d  and  4th  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs.  Charles 
Carter,  Henry,  Nicholas  Henderson,  William  Cabell,  Richard  Henry  Lee  and  William  Nelson,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  statf 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  do  pay  the  wages  of  the  members  attending  this  present  General  Assembly,  to  wit; 
a  sura  not  exceeding  1 ,800/.  out  of  the  fund  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  defence  of  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake,  and  a 
sum  not  exceeding  1,200/.  out  of  the  fund  arising  from  the  recruiting  law.  A^ 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House.  ^ 

Ayes  43,  Noes  40. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  William  Cabell,  and  seconded  by  Jlr.  Thruston ; . 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question  for  agreeing  to  the  said  resolution,  be 
inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Adam  Stephen,  Moses  Hunter,  Hickinson  Barksdale,  George 
Wray,  John  Edmundson,  Alexander  Henderson,  Charles  Broadwater,  Alexander  White,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston, 
Thomas  Smith,  Thomas  Underwood,  James  M'Craw,  Isaac  Coles,  Patrick  Henry,  Hugh  Innes,  John  ScasbrooK 
Wells,  Thomas  Coleman,  Henry  Todd,  John  Pollard,  Joseph  Jones,  Henry  Towles,  James  Ball,  jun.  Stephent 
Thomson  Mason,  John  Carter,  Caleb  Wallace,  William  Curtis,  Francis  Worman,  James  Campbell,  Kinchen  God- 
win, John  Cowper,  Isaac  Avery,  David  Sliepherd,  John  Scott,  Benjamin  Lankford,  Robert  Lawson,  Arthur  Lee, 
John  Fauntleroy,  Andrew  Moore,  James  Kee,  Cole  Digges,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  James  Momgomery  and  Thomas 
Nelson,  jun. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  George  Nicholas,  William  Cabell,  Everard  Meade,  John 
Cunningham,  Thomas  Lumpkin,  Thomas  Claiborne,  John  Cabell,  Robert  Adams,  jun.  John  Ward,  William  Green 
Munford,  Thomas  Collier,  Joel  Watkins,  French  Strother,  James  Pendleton,  David  Ross,  Jolin  Powell,  John  Page, 
Bartlett  Anderson,  Garland  Anderson,  Turner  Southall,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  William  Norvell,  William  Nelson, 
Drury  Ragsdale,  William  Anderson,  Edward  Ragsdale,  John  Kearnes,  John  Bowdoin,  John  Thornton,  John  Heath, 
William  Dix,  William  Ronald,  Richard  Bibb,  Isaac  Zane,  Abraham  Bird,  John  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Mann  Page, 
Thomas  Towles,  Charles  Carter  and  Wilson  Miles  Cary. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joel  Watkins,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday 
se'nnight. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  the  bill  "  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  As- 
sembly, as  subject  the  people  called  Quakers,  to  penalties  or  disabilities  for  non-juring,"  was  committed,  be  dis- 
charged from  further  proceeding  therein ;  and. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered  That  the  said  bill,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  concmittee  of  the  w  hole  House,  on  the  bills  "  to  enable 
the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs  f  "  to  repeal  the  act,  to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of, 
British  subjects  into  this  State;"  "  to  enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York,  to  level  the  works  around  the  said 
town,  at  public  expense  ;"  "  to  repeal  the  act,  '  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such  citizens;"  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  '  for  giving  further 
time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and 
for  other  purposes;"  '■  to  compel  the  counties  of  Dinwiddie,  Essex,  Fauquier,  and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with 
the  act,  '  for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States ;"  "  to  amend  the  act, 
for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies;"  "  to  make  the  half-blood  inheritable  to  lands  or  slaves  descended  from,  or 
given  by,  their  common  ancestors;"  "  to  indemnify  all  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  others,  for  acts 
necessarily  done  in  execution  of  military  orders;"  "for  establishing  an  infirmary  for  the  receptacle  and  support  ot 
aged  and  infirm  soldiers;"  and  "to  authorise  the  auditors  to  grant  new  warrants  and  certificates  in  certain  cases," 
being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  June  12,  1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  Assembly,  as  subjects  the  people  called  Quakers,  to 
penalties  or  disabilities  for  non-juring;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  Assem- 
bly, as  subject  the  people  called  Quakers  and  Alenonists,  to  penalties  or  disabilities  for  non-juring." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
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A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Joseph  Sc  tt,  sen.  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment,  who  is  mv.ch  dis- 
tressed in  consequence  of  a  wound  received  in  the  service  of  his  coantry,  and  ^vhose  merit  richi\  deserves  (he  regard 
of  this  Asseaiblj',  be  allowed  the  full  pay  of  a  captain  during  life,  to  commence  the  1st  day  of  January,  1782,  and 
that  ihe  auditors  be  directed  to  issue  tlii^ir  warrants  accordingly. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of 
Claims. 

A   message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee  : 
^  Mr.  Spkaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  making  compensation  to  John  Morris  and  Peter 

Slason,  for  wounds  received  in  the  service  of  their  country;  for  paying  Thomas  Watkins  a  sum  of  money;  respect- 
ing Thomas  iMoss;  and  (or  allowing  a  quantity  of  tobacco  to  James  Sullivan  and  James  Banks,  inspectors  at  Hobb's 
Hole.      And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  of  the  29th  of  November  1782,  the  auditors  of  public 
accounts  were  directed  to  issue  a  certificate  to  John  Brown,  for  one  year  and  three  months  pay,  as  a  soldier,  late  in  the 
continental  service ;  and  it  appears  to  this  House,  that  the  claim  upon  which  the  said  resolution  was  founded,  is  in  the 
name  of  Jehu  Biown,  the  petition  having  through  mistake,  stated  the  name  of  John  Brown; 

Resolved,  therrfure,  That  the  s;.id  resolution  uf  the  29th  of  November  last,  directing  the  auditors  of  public  ac- 
counts to  issue  their  certificate  to  John  Brown,  for  one  year  and  three  months  pay,  as  a  soldier  late  in  liie  continental 
service,  be  rescinded ;  and  (hat  the  auditors  do  issue  their  certificate  for  tlie  same  to  Jehu  Brown. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Avery  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  vest  certain  lands  in  the  comity  of  Northampton,  in  trusiees, 
for  the  use  of  an  Academy;  and  the  same  was  received  and  re^d  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  ti^ne. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  office  of  the  public  printer, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  examined  the  same,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several 
resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  wiiere  the  same  were 
again  read,  and  are  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  Journals  of  this  House  are  printed  up  to  the  third  instant;  that  none  of 
the  laws  are  printed,  but  that  one  sheet  is  now  preparing. 

They  find  that  the  printer  has  not  a  sufiicient  quantity  of  paper  to  complete  the  business,  but  is  in  expectation  of 
an  adequate  suppK*. 

They  find  tliat  it  will  be  .impossible  for  him  to  finish  the  Journals  and  the  'Laws  by  the  end  of  the  session;  but 
that  the  Journals  and  such  of  the  Laws  as  the  country  are  more  immediately  interested  in  knowing,  may  be  complet- 
<^d  by  that  time. 

They  find  that  the  printer  is  under  very  great  difficulties  from  the  want  of  money. 

•Whereupon,  your  committee  came  to  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  Laws  only,  as  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly  may  point  out,  be  print- 
fid  at  present,  and  that  the  rest  be  finished  as  soon  as  possible,  after  the  rising  of  the  Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the  printer  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  out  of  the  first  mo- 
nies that  shall  be  in  his  hands. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  again  read  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  make  sale  of  all  the  hemp  and  transfer  tobacco  now  on  hand,  and 
appropriate  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  thereof,  to  the  payment  of  the  warrants  granted  the  officers  and  soldiers 
for  interest  on  their  certificates;  and  that  so  iinich^of  all  hemp  and  transfer  tobacco  which  may  be  paid  to  the  treasu- 
rer, on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  July,  and  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  shall  also  be  applied,  by  iiim,  to  the 
further  payment  of  such  warrants. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  establishing  pilots,  and  regulating  their  fees;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  Wanks 
■hereii!  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,. for  establishing, pilots,  and  regulating  their  fees." 

'Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  a  letter  and  sundry  papers  from  the 
delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House 
an  tlie  state  of  <he  Cominoinvealth. 

A  petition  of  Henry  Delony,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  being  deputy  commis- 
sioner (under  the  .provision  hsw,  for -the  county  of  Mecklenburg,  in  the  year  1781,  his  anxiety  to  ibrward  t!ie  operations 
of  the  army,  induced  him  to  make  himself  liable  for  a  considerable  sum,  by  promising  iuimediato  payment  to  those 
whom  he  euiployed  to  transport  provisions  and  other  articles  to  the  army;  and  praying  thit  be  may  be  e.roiicTatcdl 
from  the  said  debts,  and  the  creditors  paid  th/;ir  just  demands, 
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Also,  a  petition  of  Samuel  Jordan  Cabell;  praying  to  be  rcimbui'sed  by  tlic  public,  a  considerable,  though  una- 
voidable expense  he  was  at  in  procuring  horses  and  forage  whilst  acting  as  deputy  adjutant-generid  to  the  American 
troops,  prisoners  at  Charlestown,  which  the  auditors  have  refused  to  allow  in  a  settlement  of  his  accounts. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Campbell;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  years  1777  and  1778,  he  advanced,  by  order  of 
the  county  court  of  Yohogania,  several  sums  of  money  for  the  support  of  the  wives  and  children  of  poor  soldiers, 
and  as  bounty  for  recruits,  which  have  never  been  re-paid   by  the  public;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Edward  Sanford  and  Thomas  Sanford,  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Nomony  warehouse,  in  the 
county  of  Westmoreland;  setting  forth,  that  being  ignorant  of  the  law,  making  particular  appropriation  of  the  tax 
on  tobacco,  they  advanced  the  sura  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds  seventeen  shillings,  arising  therefrom,  for  re- 
pairs to  the  said  warehouse,  agreeable  to  an  order  of  Westmoreland  court,  which  the  auditors  have  refused  to  allow- 
in  the  settlement  of  their  accounts;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  Sampson  Mathews ;  setting  forth,  that  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from  die  Governor,  ac- 
companying his  address  to  tiie  people,  the  memorialist  obtained  considerable  loans  of  paper  money  from  the  people 
of  Augusta  to  the  public,  which  he  entrusted  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Smyth  Tandy,  to  deliver  at  the  treasury  in  Rich- 
mond, who  on  his  way  thither  lost  the  sum  of  4,37G/.  13s.  part  thereof;  that  he  has  since  brought  suit  against  the 
said  Tandy  for  the  recovery  thereof,  in  which  he  has  been  non-suited;  and  praying,  that  as  he  remains  security  for 
the  public  to  the  lenders  thereof,  he  may  be  relieved  from  the  said  loss. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  and  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  John  Campbell,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  an  old  settler  on 
the  waters  of  Ohio,  in  that  part  of  this  State  which  by  the  extension  of  the  boundary  line  has  fallen  into  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  proceeded  to  take  up  lands  under  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  do  other  acts  as  an  officer  of  the  same,  which 
have  rendered  him  very  obnoxious  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  insomuch,  that  he  is  apprehensive  their  courts  will 
refuse  to  confirm  his  rights  and  to  do  him  justice;  that  prosecutions  have  been  commenced  in  the  said  courts  against 
every  individual  drawn  into  service  under  the  militia  laws  of  this  State,  and  particularly  against  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Cox,  who  has  already  suffered  in  consequence  thereof  to  the  amount  of  a  great  part  of  his  estate;  and  praying  the 
protection  of  this  State,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  said  injured  inhabitants. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  Thomas  Co"ier,  John  Daniel,  and  James  Boulden ;  setting  forth,  that  being  commissioners 
of  the  tax  for  the  county  of  Charlotte,  in  the  year  1780,  they  received  from  the  collectors  a  number  of  tobacco  notes, 
about  the  time  the  warehouses  on  Appomattox  and  James  rivers  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  and  not  being  able  to 
prove  that  the  said  notes  were  received  before  the  tobacco  was  burnt,  the  public  agent  hath  refused  to  give  them  credit 
for  the  same  in  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Walter  Hopkins,  Caleb  Herbert,  James  Herbert,  Jonathan  Herbert  and  Michael  Payne;  set- 
ting forth,  that  they  are  possessed  of  a  parcel  of  land,  containing  twenty-five  acres  and  a  quarter,  situate  in  the  county 
of  Norfolk,  at  Ferry  Point,  between  the  southern  and  eastern  branches  of  Elizabeth  river,  which  they  have  laid  off 
into  lots  and  streets  for  a  town  by  the  name  of  Washington ;  and  praying  that  the  said  town  may  be  established  by 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Weedon,  in  behalf  of  the  family  of  the  late  General  Hugh  Mercer  ;  setting  forth,  that 
the  eldest  son  of  the  said  General  Mercer,  a  youth  of  sixteen  years  of  age,  is  entitled,  as  heir  at  law  to  his  father,  to 
the  bounty  of  lands  allowed  by  law  to  the  officers  of  the  continental  line,  which,  from  his  peculiar  situation,  being  both 
deaf  and  dumb,  will  be  of  little  benefit  to  him,  as  he  is  entirely  incapable  of  undertaking  the  management  of  it;  and 
pr,  ying,  that  the  Sflid  lands  may  be  vested  in  trustees,  for  his  use. 

Ordered,  That  ihe  said  petitions  and  memorials,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances; 
that  they  do  examine  the  mailer  thereol',  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  tlie  House. 

The  orders  of  die  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  commitlee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  _ 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs;"  "  to  repeal  the  act,  'to  pro- 
hibit intercousre  with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State  ;"  "  to  enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of 
York,  to  level  the  works  around  the  said  town,  at  public  expense;"  "to  repeal  the  act,  'declaring  who  shall  be  deemed 
citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such  citizens;"  for  further  continuing  and 
amending  the  act,  entitled  an  act,  '  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights, 
and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  anrl  for  other  purposes;"  "to  compel  the  couniies  of  Dinwiddle, 
Essex,  Fauquier,  and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  'for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops,  lo  serve  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies ;"  "  to  make  the  half- 
blood  inheritable  to  lands  or  slaves  descended  t'rd.u,  or  given  by,  their  comnu)n  ancestors;"  "to  indenniify  al!  offi- 
cers of  the  army  of  .the  Uiiited  States,  and  others,  foi-  acts  necessarily  done  in  execution  of  military  orders;"  "lor 
establishing  an  infirmary  for  the  receptacle  and  support  of  aged  and  wounded  soldiers;"  "to  authorise  th-^  auditors 
lo  grant  nt  w  warrants  and  certificates  in  certain  cases  ;"  and,  "  for  incorporating'the  trustees  of  Hampden  Sydney, 
and  aftording  them  public  assistance,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  lo-mor/ow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
0  2 
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FRIDAY,  June  13,  1783. 

A  bill,  "  for  vesting  certain  lands  in  the  county  of  Northampton  in  trustees,  for  the  use  of  an  Academy;"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  declaring  tenants 
of  lands  or  slaves,  in  tail,  to  hold  the  same  in  fee  simple  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Walker  Tomlin,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Walker  Tomlin,  praying  that  he 
may  be  allowed  to  keep  the  ferry  at  New-Castle,  from  his  land  in  the  county  of  King  William  to  the  opposite  shore 
in  Hanover  county  ;  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  sheriffs ;"  with  several  amendments,  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration,  several  memorials  and  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolu- 
tions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  Illinois  regi- 
ment, as  prays  that  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land,  reserved  by  the  General  Assembly  for  the  oiii- 
cers  and  soldiers  of  the  said  regiment,  may  be  laid  off  on  the  north  west  side  of  the  Ohio  river,  opposite  to  the  town 
of  Louisville,  beginning  where  the  Silver  Hills  bind  close  to  the  said  river,  running  thence  up  the  said  river  as  far  as 
the  grant  will  admit,  and  back  for  the  quantity;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  memorial,  as  prays  that  a  town 
may  be  established  on  some  convenient  place  within  the  said  grant  of  land  on  the  said  river,  and  warehouses  erected 
for  the  reception  of  tobacco  and  hemp,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  committee  of  the  whole  House. 
Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty 
of  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  as  prays  that  the  act  of  Assembly  for  holding  fairs  in  the  said  town  may  be  revived, 
and  that  the  same  may  be  held  annually  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  June  and  October,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  further  part  of  the  said  memorial,  as  prays  that  the 
day  appointed  by  law  for  holding  courts  of  Hustings  in  the  said  town,  may  be  altered;  and  that  the  said  court  may 
be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  every  month,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  further  part  of  the  said  memorial,  as  prays  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  said  court  may  be  enlarged,  and  that  they  may  have  cognizance  of  all  matters  accruing  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  said  court,  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds,  or  two  thousand  pounds  of  crop  tobacco,  is  reasonable. 
Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  further  part  of  the  said  memorial,  as  prays  that  the 
militia  of  the  said  town  may  be  incorporated  under  officers  resident  therein,  with  power  to  appoint  pj^troles  out  of  the 
said  militia,  and  not  compelled  to  attend  musters  at  the  courthouse  of  the  said  county,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Princess 
Anne,  praying  that  sixty  acres  of  land  at  the  place  called  Kemp's  Landing,  in  the  said  county,  may  be  laid  off  into 
lots  and  streets  and  established  a  town,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Elizabeth  river, 
jn  the  county  of  Norfolk,  praying  tiiat  they  may  be  authorised  to  raise  a  sura  of  money  by  way  of  lottery,  to  enable 
them  to  erect  their  public  buildings,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  uf  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Smith,  praying  that  he  may  be  cov- 
ered from  !i  suit  at  law  with  which  he  is  threatened  by  a  certain  John  Hague,  as  security  for  tlie  payment  of  tsvelve 
months  rent  of  a  house  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  which  was  appropriated  to  the  use  of  an  office  for  the  assistant  quar- 
ter-master general  in  this  State,  in  the  year  1781,  amounting  to  four  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco,  be 
rejecied. 

Resiilved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  Thomas  Smith  ought  to  receive  compensation  from 
rhc  public  lor  the  rent  of  the  said  house. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Thomas  Hayes, 
praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  vesting  certain  slaves  and  their  iiuri'ase,  devised  by  the  will  of  James  Hayes, 
deceased,  to  B^aidiey  Moulder,  in  iMartiia  Hayes,  daughter  of  the  said  James,  and  the  petitioner  iicr  husband,  ought 
to  be  defer nd  U>  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  divers  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Bedford,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  putting  down  the  mill-dam  of  Jacovus  Earley,  across 
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Goose  creek,  in  the  said  county,  which  obstructs  the  passage  of  fish,  ought  to  be  deferred  to  the  next  session  of  As- 
sembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Botetourt, 
praying  that  all  payments  made  in  paper  money  for  specie  debts  may  be  adjusted  and  settled  by  the  table  of  deprecia- 
tion, be  rejected. 

The  first  and  second  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Cocinnonwealth. 

The  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  9tl),  10th,  11th,  12th  and  13th  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time, 
and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agree  d  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  od,  4th,  5th,  7th  and  8th  resolutions;  and  that  the 
committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  ninth  and  tenth  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  examined  an  enrolled  bill  to  them  referred,  and  found  it  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate,  for  their  inspection. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Towles  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Friday  next; 
and  Mr.  Ragsdale  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  bad  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consider- 
ation, and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  hira  to  move 
the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  establish  certain  and  adequate  funds,  for  the  redemption  of 
certificates  granted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  for  their  arrears  of  pay  and  depreciation;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  concerning  vestries;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under 
their  consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed 
liini  to  move  the  House  lor  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison:  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  Assembly,  as  sub-J| 
ject  the  people  called  Quakers,  and  Menonists,  to  penalties,  or  disabilities,  for  non-juring ;"   also,  they  have  examined 
manother  rolled  bill,  and  find  it  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  it  is  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bill : 

"  An  act,  for  granting  pardon  to  John  Holland." 

Ordered,  That  Gen.  Nelson  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  respecting  the  revisal  of  the  laws,  which  lay  on  the  table;  and 
the  same  being  twice  read,  was  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Executive  to  cause  the  several  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  subse- 
quent in  date  to  the  revisal  in  the  year  1769,  and  the  ordinances  of  Convention  which  are  now  in  force,  to  be  collected 
into  one  code,  with  a  proper  index  and  marginal  notes,  to  be  revised  and  examined  by  any  two  judges  of  the  High 
Court  of  Chancery  ;  that  copies  of  this  code  be  printed  in  sufficient  numbers  (or  the  use  of  the  two  Houses  of  As- 
sembly, the  several  Executive  Boards,  the  Superior  Courts  of  Justice,  and  the  County  and  Corporation  Courts;  that 
they  be  covered  with  paste-board ;  and  that  the  Executive  be  empowered  to  defray  the  expense  of  this  collection,  and 
of  printing  the  same,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury :  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  the  whole  expense  attending  the 
same,  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  750/. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  respecting  a  quantity  of 
whiskey  impressed  from  Caleb  Tate,  for  the  use  of  the  army;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  aij,reed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clarke  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A   petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  whose   names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  much  aggrieved  by  a  late  decree  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  / 
respecting  the  claims  of  the  grantees  of  the  Ohio  and  Loyal  Companies,  inasmuch,  as  they  have  heretofore  paid  all    ^    / 
fees,   dues,   and   demands,   for   their   lands  to  the  public,  and  are  now  called  upon  to  pay  to  the  said  grantees  3/.  for 
every  hundred  acres  they  hold  within  the  claim  of  the  said  companies;  and  praying  to  be  relievetl  llierelrom. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  tlie  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 
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A  petition  of  Moss  Annlstead,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  advanced  a  siiin  of 
money  for  the  purchase  of  a  supply  of  provisions  for  Col.  Dabney's  legion,  at  a  lime  when  they  were  in  great  dis- 
tress, and  when  the  commissioners  were  unable  to  procure  the  necessary  provisions  for  their  support;  that  he  has 
made  several  applications  to  be  reimbursed  for  the  same,  without  effect ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  tiie  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills,  "  to 
enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs;"  "to  repeal  the  act,  '  to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  the 
admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State  ;"  "  to  enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York,  to  level  the  works 
around  the  said  town,  at  public  expense;"  "  to  repeal  the  act,  '  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such  citizens;"  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act, 
'for  giving  further  time  to  ol)tain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to 
the  Land  OfSce,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "  to  compel  the  counties  of  Dinwiddle,  Essex,  Fauquier,  and  King  and 
Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  'for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  array  of  the  United  States;" 
"  to  amend  the  act,  for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies;"  "to  make  the  half-blood  inheritable  to  lands  or 
slaves,  descended  from,  or  given  by,  their  common  ancestors ;"  "  to  indemnify  all  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  others,  for  acts  necessarily  done  in  execution  of  military  orders ;"  '•  for  establishing  an  infirmary  for  the 
receptable  and  support  of  aged  and  wounded  soldiers;"  "  to  authorise  the  auditors  to  grant  new  warrants  and  certi- 
ficates in  certain  cases;"  and  "  for  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Hampden  Sydnej',  and  affording  them  public  as- 
sistance," being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10   o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  June  14,  1783. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  tiie  bill  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for 
the  inspection  of  tobacco  into  one  act,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Hnuse; 
also,  to  the  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or 
taken  for  public  service;"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then 
he  withdrew. 

A  bill  "  to  establish  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the  redemption  of  certificates  granted  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers for  arrears  of  pay  and  depreciation,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of 
kihe  whole  House,  on  Tuesday, next. 

A  bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  declaring  tenants  of  lands  or  slaves  in  tail,  to  hold  the  same  in  fee 
sin)ple;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  reported,  (i'om  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committe  had,  ac- 
cordnig  to  order,  inquired  into  the  information  lodged  before  them,  concerning  the  ineligibility  of  Messrs.  David  Ross 
and  John  Powell,  delegates  returned  to  serve  in  this  present  General  Assembly  for  the  county  of  Fluvanna,  lor  non-resi- 
dence, and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  David  Ross,  that  he  removed  to  the  said  county  some  time  be- 
fore the  enemy  marched  up  the  country,  in  tiie  year  1781 ;  that  he  hath  considered  and  called  himself  of  that  county 
since  that  time;  that  he  keeps  a  house  with  domestic  servants,  fVii-niture,  and  provisions  laid  in  tor  his  use,  in  the  said 
county ;  tliat  he  pays  his  capitation  tax,  is  an  acting  magistrate  in  the  said  county,  is  enrolled  in  the  militia,  and  was  fined 
at  the  Uist  court  martial  held  for  the  county  for  not  attending  two  of  the  petty  musters ;  that  for  the  last  twelve  months, 
the  public  business  in  which  the  said  Ross  was  engaged,  as  well  as  his  private  concerns,  had  made  it  necessary  for  him 
to  be  in  various  parts  of  llie  Slate,  and  more  particularly  in  the  city  of  Richmond;  thai  he  had  not  been  in  the  said 
county  from  the  first  of  May,  1782,  until  the  hist  of  March,  17S;j,  yet,  that  he  had  been  longer  there  tiuiii  in  liie  county 
of  Chesterfield,   during  the  s'aid  period;   but  that  he  had  been  lonrer  in  the  citv  of  Richmond,  than  either  place. 

And  it  appears  to  your  comiiiiitee,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  John  Portell,  that  he  was  a  resident  of  the  said  county  at 
the  time  of  his  being  elected  a  delegate. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  David  Ross  and  John  Powell,  were  resident  in, 
and  capaiile  of  being  elected  delegates  for  the  said  coniity  of  Fluvanna. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
commillee. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  liad,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petiticms  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  alierwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  reatl,  and  are  as  follouedi  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Richard  Evers  Lee,  administrator  ofSa- 
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rauel  Allyne,  deceased,  praying  that  the  sum  of  299/.  with  interest  thereon,  may  be  paid  out  of  the  estate  of  Andrew 
Sprowie,  who  was  indebted  to  him  to  the  amount  of  that  sura,  and  whose  estate  has  been  confiscated,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Michael  Kinsier,  praviiig  compensation 
from  the  public  in  consideration  of  several  wounds  which  he  received  whilst  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  this  State,  and 
which  have  rendered  him  unable  to  procure  a  livelihood  by  labor,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be 
allowed  one  year's  half  pay  for  his  present  relief,  and  the  further  allowance  of  half  pay  for  life. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  coiAmittee,  That  the  petition  of  George  Watkins,  setting  forth,  that  he  was 
pilot  to  the  schooner  Jenny,  belonging  to  the  commercial  department  of  this  State,  when  captured  in  the  year  1777, 
and  was  carried  to  England,  where  he  remained  a  close  prisoner  until  the  year  1780,  for  which  time  he  has  received  no 
pay,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  16/.  12s.  6d.  half-penny,  being  the 
sum  which  appears  to  be  actually  due  to  liim  prior  to  his  capture;  and  that  the  further  sum  of  43/.  7s.  5d.  half-penny 
ought  to  be  allowed  the  petitioner,  as  a  compensation  for  his  sufferings  whilst  in  captivity. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Le  Roy  Peachey,  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  as  county  lieutenant  of  Richmond,  he  did,  in  the  year  1779,  receive  and  disburse  on  public 
account,  considerable  sums  of  paper  money ;  that  the  auditors  have  refused  to  settle  his  accounts  for  the  same,  except 
by  the  scale  of  depreciation,  which  he  conceives  would  in  many  instances  be  unjust,  and  praying  relief;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Peachey,  praying  that  certain 
sums  of  paper  money  which  he  received  from  the  county  lieutenant  of  Richmond,  and  another  gentleman,  to  place 
to  the  credit  of  their  accounts  with  the  Commonwealth,  but  which  were  by  accident  lodged  in  the  treasury  and  fund- 
ed, may  be  now  credited  as  first  intended ;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Reynolds,  praying  that  an  allow- 
ance may  be  made  him  by  the  public,  for  his  services  as  conductor  of  military  stores  to  a  detachment  of  this  State's 
troops,  which  were  in  the  year  1780,  inarched  to  the  Southward,  and  commanded  by  Col.  Charles  Porterfield,  de-\^ 
ceased,  from  whom  he  received  his  appointment,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  settle  the  petitioner's  ^ 
accounts  for  the  same,  and  allow  him,  from  the  25th  of  April  1780,  to  the  25th  of  February  1781,  the  same  pay 
as  is  allowed  to  a  conductor  of  military  stores,  in  the  continental  array. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  part  of  the  petition  of  Hannah  Crawford,  widow  of 
the  late  Col.  William  Crawford,  deceased,  as  prays  that  the  auditors  may  be  empowered  to  settle  the  accounts  of  her 
said  deceased  husband,  and  grant  certificates  for  the  depreciation  and  arrearages  of  his  pay ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Alexander  Kilpatrick,  setting  forth,  that  he 
was  appointed  jailer  of  the  county  of  Augusta  in  the  year  1779,  and  continued  to  act  until  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber 1781,  during  which  time,  he  hath  sustained  great  loss  by  the  insufficiency  of  the  fees  to  support  the  prisoners, 
and  praying  reUef,  be  rejected  ; 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Maj.  Alexander  Stuart,  praying  that  com- 
pensation may  be  made  him  by  the  public  for  two  horses  and  his  arms,  which  he  lost,  and  was  plundered  of  by  the 
enemy,  when  taken  a  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Guilford  courthouse ;  is  reasonable. 

The  1st  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  2d,  3d,  5th,  6th  and  7th  resolutions,  were  severally  read  a  second  time ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  4th  and  8th  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time ;  and  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  same  committee. 

The  9th  resolution  was  read  a  second  time  and  amended ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  2d,  3d,  6th,  7th  and  9th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire 
their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Wilson  Miles  Cary  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions'  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Thomas  Gowry  Tyler,  administrator  of  his  father 
Henry  Tyler,  deceased,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  sarae  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Thoraas  Gowry  Tyler,  praying 
that  the  justices  of  the  county  court  of  Stafford  and  King  George,  may  be  empowered  to  levy  five  thousand  six 
hundred  and  ninety-six  pounds  of  tobacco,  which  was  due  to  the  said  Henry  Tyler  from  the  said  county  of  Stafford, 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  for  public  services  as  clerk  of  the  said  court,  which  could  not  be  levied  before  part  of  the 
said  county  of  Stafford  was  added  to  the  county  of  King  George ;  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievance^  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  Towles,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Wilson  Miles  Cary  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  coramittee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolu- 
tions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
ugain  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 
P  2 
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Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  rommittee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Gill,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass 
to  vest  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  estate  of  his  uncle  John  Brander,  deceased,  which  was  sold  under  the 
act,  "concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects,"  and  also,  the  estate  of  the  said  John  Brander,  re- 
maining unsold,  in  the  petitioner;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  (his  committee,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  divers  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Henry,  praying  that  the  said  county  may  be  divided,  by  a  line  to  be  run  from  the  head  of 
Shooting  creek  to  the  west  end  of  Turkey  Cock  mountain;  thence  along  the  top  of  the  moiuitain  to  intersect  the 
dividing  line  between  Pittsylvania  and  Henry  counties;  thence  along  that  line  to  the  mouth  of  Black-water  river ;  and 
that  that  part  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  lying  on  the  south  side  of  Staunton  river,  may  be  added  to  the  county  lying 
on  the  north  side  of  the  said  dividing  line;  be  deferred  to  the  next  session  of  Asseniblj'. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  divers  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  county  of  Henry,  in  opposition  thereto;  be  deferred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  divers  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Bedford,  residing  on  the  south  side  of  Staunton  river,  praying  that  the  said  county  may  be 
divided  into  two  distinct  counties,  by  running  a  line  from  the  mouth  of  Black-water  up  the  meanders  of  Staunton  river 
to  the  great  mountains ;  thence  along  the  same,  passing  the  head  of  Black-water,  to  the  head  of  Shooting  creek ;  thence 
a  straight  line  to  the  west  end  of  Turkey  Cock  mountain ;  thence  along  the  same  to  intersect  the  dividing  line  be- 
tween the  counties  of  Pittsylvania  and  Henry;  thence  along  that  line  to  the  mouth  of  Black-water  river;  be  deferred 
to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Bassett: 
f         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  en- 
I  titled  'an  act,  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine;"  also,  to  the  resolution  for  paying  the 
officers  of  the  army  attending  the  Assembly  on  the  business  of  their  memorial;  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Wilson  Miles  Cary  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolu- 
tions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Portsmouth,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  authorising  the  trustees  of  the  said  town  to  assess  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants,  not  exceeding  three  shillings  for  every  tithable,  and  in  proportion  for  real  properly,  to  be  laid  out  in 
public  improvements,  and  to  regulate  the  markets  and  remove  nuisances;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  John  Vaughan,  as  prays  that 
he  may  be  allowed  to  settle  his  recruiting  account  upon  oath,  his  vouchers  being  destroyed  by  the  enemy ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  part  of  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Vaughan, 
as  prays  that  the  auditors  of  pubUc  accounts  may  be  directed  to  settle  with  him  as  an  officer  in  full  pay,  for  the  year 
1781 ;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants 
of  the  counties  of  Augusta  and  Rockbridge,  praying  that  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  called  and  known  by  the  name 
of  Beverley's  and  Burden's  tracts,  may  be  compelled  to  pay  the  arrearages  of  taxes  on  the  said  lands,  and  the  taxes 
to  accrue  thereon,  or  that  the  lands  may  revert  to  the  public,  and  be  entered  for  and  taken  up  as  other  waste  lands; 
be  deferred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wilson  Miles  Cary  do  carry  the  second  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  third  reading  of  the  engrossed  bill  "to  vest  certain  lands  in  the  county  of  Northampton  in 
trustees,  for  the  use  of  an  Academy;"  be  postponed  until  the  third  Monday  after  the  meeting  of  the  next  session  of 
Asscn)bly. 

Mr.  Wilson  Miles  Cary  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade,  who  served  as 
captain  of  a  company  from  September  177r),  to  the  Spring  1777,  and  acted  as  aid-de-camp  to  his  excellency  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  with  the  rnnk  of  lieutenant  colonel,  from  the  Spring  1777,  to  the  19th  of  October  1780;  and  pray- 
ing to  be  put  on  the  same  footing  with  other  lieutenant  colonels  of  this  State;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  commiltee.  Thai  the  petition  of  James  M'Clurg,  who  acted  as  physician  to 
the  troops  and  director  of  the  hospitals  of  this  State,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  and  praying  to  be  allowed  a  bounty 
of  lands;  is  reasonable- 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wilson  Miles  Gary  do  carry  the  said  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  the  daj',  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Comuionwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  concerning  vestries;"  "to  enable  the  General  Court, 
to  settle  and  adjust  costs;"  "to  repeal  the  act  to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of",  British  subjects  into 
this  State;"  "to  enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York,  to  level  the  works  around  the  said  town,  at  public  expense;" 
"  to  repeal  the  act,  '  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be 
deemed  such  citizens ;"  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  '  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants 
upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes  ;" 
"  to  compel  the  counties  of  Dinwiddie,  Essex,  Fauquier,  and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  '  for  recruiting 
this  State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  regulating  the  practice 
of  Attornies  ;"  "  to  make  the  half-blood  inheritable  to  lands  or  slaves  descended  from,  or  given  by,  their  common  an- 
cestors ;"  "  to  indemnify  all  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  others,  for  acts  necessarily  done  in  execu- 
tion of  military  orders;"  "  for  establishing  an  infirmary  for  the  receptacle  and  support  of  aged  and  wounded  soldiers;" 
"to  authorise  the  auditors  to  grant  new  warrants  and  certificates,  in  certain  cases;"  and,  "for  incorporating  the  trus- 
tees of  Hampden  Sydney,  and  afibrding  them  public  assistance,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofi"  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,   10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  June  16,  1783, 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  declaring  tenants  of  lands  or  slaves  in  tail,  to  hold  the 
same  in  fee  simple,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass  ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  declaring  tenants  of  lands  or  slaves  in  tail,  to 
hold  the  same  in  fee  simple." 

Ordered,  -That  Mr.  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  inquired  into  the  information  lodged  before  them  concerning  the  ineligibility  of  Mr.  John  Powell, 
a  delegate  returned  to  serve  in  this  present  General  Assembly  for  the  county  of  Fluvanna,  for  non-residence,  and  had 
agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  John  Powell  was  a  resident  of  the  said  county  at  the  time  of  his  being 
elected  a  delegate. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  John  Powell  was  resident  in,  and  capable 
of  being  elected  a  delegate  for  the  said  county  of  Fluvanna. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration,  several  petitions  and  a  resolution  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerks  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and 
are  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Daniel  Jones,  praying  that  compensation 
may  be  made  him  for  a  mill  and  granary,  which  were  taken  from  him  in  the  year  1781,  for  the  purpose  of  manufac- 
turing and  storing  of  flour  for  public  service,  and  whilst  in  that  service  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy  ;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Henry  Delony,  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
active  campaign  of  1781,  he  accepted  an  appointment  under  John  Brown,  late  commissary-general  of  provisions,  as 
his  deputy  in  the  county  of  Mecklenburg ;  that,  in  consequence  of  assurances  from  the  said  John  Brown,  that  regular 
remittances  of  money  should  be  made  him,  he  has  made  himself  liable  for  the  payment  of  604^.  12s.  i-2d.  to  several 
persons  employed  in  collecting  and  driving  beeves  and  wagoning  flour  and  other  articles  to  the  army,  which  still  re- 
mains to  be  paid  ;  and  praying  that  provision  may  be  made  by  the  public  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  is  reasonable; 
and  that  the  accounts  of  the  several  persons  employed  by  the  petitioner  in  the  above  business,  ought  to  be  inspected, 
and  allowed  by  the  court  of  Claims  in  the  county  where  the  said  services  were  performed,  and  transmitted  to  the  au- 
ditors, for  certificates  to  issue  thereupon. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petitions  of  Jacob  Wine  and  Andrew  Green,  praying 
relief  from  the  public  in  consideration  of  several  wounds,  which  they  have  received  whilst  soldiers  in  the  service  of 
this  State,  and  which  have  rendered  them  unable  to  procure  a  livelihood  by  labor,  are  reasonable ;  and  that  the  peti-^ 
tioners  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  and  allowed  half-pay  for  life.  ^ 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Samuel  Jordan  Cabell,  praying  to  be  re^ 
imbursed  by  the  public  the  expense  which  he  incurred  in  furnishing  forage  for  the  horses  which  he  was  obliged  to» 
keep  whilst  acting  as  deputy  adjutant-general  to  the  American  troops,  prisoners  at  Charlestown,  and  which  the  audi- 
tors have  refused  to  allow,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner,  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  with  the  auditors, 
ought  to  be  allowed  forage  for  the  same  number  of  horses  as  are  allowed  to  a  continenal  officer  of  like  rank,  during 
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the  time  that  he  acted  in  his  said  appointment  as  deputy  adjutant-general ;  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  con- 
tinent in  account  with  the  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Dobyns,  setting  forth,  that  under, 
the  act  of  October  session  1780,  "for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  continental  army,"  he 
was  draughted  from  the  county  of  Richmond,  and  was  by  the  said  act  entitled  to  a  certificate  for  one  thousand  pounds 
of  crop  tobacco  as  a  bounty,  which  he  has  never  received,  and  praying  a  reasonable  compensation  may  be  made  him 
for  the  same,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  treasurer  ought  to  grant  to  the  petitioner  a  certificate  for  one  thousand 
pounds  of  tobacco. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Holcombe,  praying  to  be  paid  by  the 
public  for  a  valuable  horse  which  was  stolen  from  him  at  Williamsburg,  whilst  he  had  the  command  of  a  regiment  of 
militia,  which  were  appointed  to  guard  the  British  troops  taken  at  York,  to  Winchester;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  part  of  the  petition  of  John  Campbell,  as  prays  that 
he  may  be  re-imbursed  by  the  public,  the  value  of  640Z.  paper  money,  which  he  advanced  by  order  of  the  county 
court  of  Yohogania,  in  the  years  1777  and  1778,  for  the  support  of  the  wives  and  children  of  poor  soldiers  of  the  said 
county,  and  which  has  never  been  repaid  him,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  settle  the  same  agreeable 
to  the  scale  of  depreciation,  as  fixed  in  the  month  of  January  1778;  and  grant  him  a  warrant  accordingly,  with.an 
interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum  thereon,  until  paid. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  he  also 
may  be  re-imbursed  the  value  of  285  paper  dollars,  which  he  advanced  at  different  times  as  bounty  to  certain  recruits 
raised  in  the  said  county  of  Yohogania,  and  which  has  never  been  repaid  him,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  auditors 
ought  to  settle  the  same  agreeable  to  the  scale  of  depreciation,  and  allow  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum 
thereon,  until  paid. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  Captain  Joseph  Scott,  sen.  an  officer  of  the  Virginia  line 
on  continental  establishment,  who  has  been  disabled  and  wounded  in  the  service  of  his  country ;  ought  to  be  allowed 
half  pay  for  life,  to  commence  from  the  first  day  of  January  1782. 

The  1st,  2d,  3d,  6th,  7th,  8th  and  9th  resolutions,  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  4th  resolution  was  read  a  second  time,  and  amended ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  5th  resolution,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  amended ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  2d,  3d,  5th,  7th,  8th  and  9th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  de- 
sire their  concurrence. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Simon  Nathan,  praying  to  be  heard  upon  the  subject  matter  of 
his  claim,  by  counsel,  at  the  bar  of  the  House;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  inquired  into  the  information  lodged  before  them  concerning  the  ineligibility  of  Mr.  Issac  Zane, 
a  delegate  returned  to  serve  in  this  present  General  Assembly  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  for  non-residence,  and 
had  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  ag^n  twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  election  of  the  said  Issac  Zane  was  legal. 

A  petition  of  William  Mountjoy,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1776,  he 
was  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  the  third  Virginia  regiment,  which  he  soon  after  gave  up  for  the  quartermaster's  post 
in  the  same  regiment,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  the  year  1779;  that  he  finds  he  is  not  entitled  to  the  bounty  of 
lands,  though  he  was  upwards  of  three  years  in  service;  and  praying  such  a  proportion  of  lands  as  may  be  thought 
equitable. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Joseph  Hay;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  served  near  six  years  in  the  capacity  of  a  surgeon's 
mate  to  the  troops,  and  apothecary  to  the  hospitals  of  this  State  ;  and  finds,  that  notwithstanding  they  were  promised 
all  the  advantages  allowed  regimental  surgeons  and  apothccarips  of  the  continenatal  hospital,  that  he  is  not  by  law 
allowed  the  bounty  of  lands;  and  praying  to  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  with  regimental  surgeons  in  that  respect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

•^         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  pilots,  and  regulating  their  fees;"  also,  to 

^the  resolutions  for  collecting  the  ordinances  and  laws  now  in  force,  since  the  revisal  in  1769,  into  one  code;  directing 

|Pthc  auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  of  William  Reynolds;  allowing  John  Vanghan  to  settle  an  account  of  recruiting 

l  money  received  by  him,  on  oath;  directing  the  auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  of  William  Crawford,  deceased;  for 

putting  Richard  Kidder  Meade  on  the  footing  with   lieutenant   colonels,  with  respect  to  his  pay;  and  for  allowing 

James  M'Clurg  a  bounty  in  lands.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  sheriffs;"  and  the 
same  being  read,  were  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
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Ordered.  That  Mr.  James  Gordon,  jun.  and  Mr.  Abraham  Hite,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this 
House,  for  the  remainder  of  the  .ses.^ion. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act, 
to  amend  the  act,  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service;"  and  the  same  being  read, 
were  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mi.  John  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
'•to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs;''  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,   Tiiat  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  ihe  bill 
"  to  authorise  the  auditors  to  grant  new  warrants  and  certificates,  in  certain  cases;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  John  Page  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  dehvered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  enable  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York,  to  level  the  works  around  the  said  town,  at  public  expense ;"  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  tlie  chair,  and  Mr.  Braxton  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

And  then  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  officers  from  the  State  line,  who  have  attended  the  General  Assembly,  on  the 
business  of  their  memorial,  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  three  dollars  per  day  respectively,  and  the  same  sum  for 
every  day's  travelling  expenses  to  and  from  this  place;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  by  the  treasurer,  out  of  the  fund  aris- 
ing from  the  recruiting  law,  deducting  the  same  from  the  interest  due,  or  to  become  due,  to  the  said  officers  upon  their 
military  certificates. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  no  petition  or  memorial  of  a  private  nature,  be  received  after  Wednesday  next,  during  the  present 
session  of  Assembly. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  tiiat  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  paying  the  wages  of 
the  members  of  the  present  General  Assembly,  out  of  the  funds  arising  from  the  recruiting  law,  and  for  the  eastern 
detence ;" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative, 

Ayes     48,  Noes     26. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Artimr  Lee  and  Richard  Henry  Lee,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Nicholas,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Thomas  Smith; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ajes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Adam  Stephen,  Moses  Hunter,  Robert  Gilchrist,  Wiiiiam 
Green  Munford,  William  Watkins,  George  Wray,  George  Booker,  Spencer  Roane,  Alexander  Henderson,  Charles 
Broadwater,  Alexander  White,  John  Page,  Thomas  Smith,  Thomas  Underwood,  Isaac  Coles,  Elias  Poston,  Hugh 
Innes,  Thomas  Coleman,  .loim  Pollard,  J.imes  Ball,  Jotin  Carter,  Thomas  Johnson,  Caleb  Wallace,  Thomas  Pettus, 
Maurice  Smith,  William  Curtis,  Francis  Worman,  James  Campbell,  Isaac  Avery,  David  Shepherd,  William  Moore, 
John  Scott,  Robert  Laivson,  Edmund  Ruffin,  Arthur  Lee,  John  Fauntieroy,  Charles  Campbell,  John  Hopkins, 
Isaac  Zaiie,  Abraham  Bird,  James  Kee,  Gray  Judkins,  Sterling  Harwell,  Wilson  Miles  Cary,  Richard  Henry  Lee, 
Richard  Lee,  Arthur  Campbell  and  James  Montgomery. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  George  Nicholas,  Edward  Carter,  William  Cabell,  Eve- 
rard  Meade,  Robert  Clarke,  Thomas  Claiborne,  James  Pendleton,  John  Barker,  John  Powell,  Bartlelt  Anderson,  Tur- 
ner Souihall,  William  Norvell,  William  Nelson,  jun.  Carter  Biaxton,  William  Anderson,  Edward  Ragsdale,  John 
Kearnes,  John  Bowdoin,  John  Thornton,  John  Heath,  William  Ronald,  Richard  Bibb,  Thomas  Kemp,  John  Taylor 
of  Southampton,  Richard  Cocke,  and  Thomas  Nelson. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  tiie  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  printing 
office,  which  lay  on  ih*  table,  and  the  same  being  read,  was  amended  and  agreed  to,  as  followeth: 
Q2 
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It  appears  to  your  committee,  tliat  the  Journals  of  this  House  are  printed  up  to  the  third  instant ;  that  none  of  the 
laws  are  printed  ;  but  that  one  sheet  is  now  preparing. 

That  the  printer  has  not  a  sufficient  quantity  of  paper  to  complete  the  business ;  but  is  in  expectation  of  an  ade- 
quate supply. 

That  it  will  be  impossible  for  him  to  finish  the  Journals  and  the  Laws  by  the  end  of  the  session;  but  that  the  Jour- 
nals and  such  of  the  Laws  as  the  country  are  more  immediately  interested  in  knowing,  may  be  completed  by  that  time. 

That  the  printer  is  under  very  great  difficulties  from  the  want  of  money. 

Resolved,  That  surh  of  the  laws  only  as  the  Spealvers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly  may  point  out,  be  printed 
at  present;  and  that  the  rest  be  finished  as  soon  as  possible,  after  the  rising  of  the  Assembly'. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the  printer  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  out  of  the  money 
arising  from  the  fund  appropriated  to  the  eastern  defence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  said  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  upon  the  petition  of 
Simon  Nathan,  and  the  several  papers  relating  to  his  claim;  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consist  of  seven  members. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Nicholas,  William  Cabell,  Braxton,  Joiin  Page,  General  Nelson,  Thruston,  and  Stephens 
Thomson  Mason,  be  of  the  said  committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several 
acts  of  Assembly,  'for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  others 
amended  and  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southnll  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill, 
"  for  establishing  an  infirmary  for  the  receptacle  and  support  of  aged  and  wounded  soldiers." 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  upon  the  second  Monday  in  October  ne,\t,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  on  the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Claims  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  upon  the  letter  of  Col.  George 
Matthews,  to  tiiem  referred,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  petition  of  John  Jouett,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  his  houses  in  the  town  of 
Charlottesville,  received  considerable  damages  from  Col.  Arman's  corps,  who  were  posted  there  a  considerable  time  ; 
and  praying  compensation  may  be  made  him  for  the  same,  or  other  relief  granted  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  thecommiitee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exam- 
ine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Lieutenant  Colon  1  William  Darke,  was  pri-sented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he 
was  one  of  the  prisoners  on  Long  Island  to  vhom  the  General  Assembly  flirected  a  quantity  of  tobacco  to  be  sent  for 
their  support,  but  the  quantity  not  being  sufficient,  and  he  not  being  in  immediate  want,  gave  way  to  those  whose  dis- 
tresses required  an  immediate  supply ;  that  he  has  since  received  an  order  on  the  treasurer  for  it,  which  has  been  pro- 
tested ;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  taken  in  payment  ol'  his  taxes. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  comniittfe  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills,  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  concerning  vestries;"  "to  repeal  the  act,  'to  prohi- 
bit intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State;"  "  lo  repeal  the  act,  'declaring  who  shall 
be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  win.  shall  be  deemed  surh  citizens;"  "for  further  con- 
tinuing and  amending  the  act,  '  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rigliis,  and 
returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  "  to  compel  the  counties  of  Dinwiddie,  Essex, 
Fauquier,  and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  'for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  regulatinc  the  practice  of  Atlornies;"  '-to  make  the  half-blood 
inheritable  to  lands  or  slaves,  descended  from,  or  given  by,  their  common  ancestors;"  "to  indemnify  all  officers  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States  and  others,  for  acts  necessarily  done,  in  execution  of  militiry  orders;"  and  "for  incorpo- 
rating the  trustees  of  Hampden  Sydney,  and  affijrding  them  public  assistance,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-ni(nrow. 

\nd  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  June  17,  1783. 


AnengrosseJ  bill,  "to  authorise  the  auditors  to  grant  new  warrants  and  certificates  in  certain  cases,"  was  reail  the 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  an  act  "to  authorise  the  auditors  to  grant  new  warrants 
and  certificates  in  certain  cases." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
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An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  an  act  "to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust 
costs." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  petition  of  Francis  Conan,  a  native  and  subject  of  France,  and  an  inhabitant  of  Louisiana,  was  presented  to 
ihe  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  actuated  with  the  strongest  desire  of  serving  the  State,  he,  some  time  in  the 
years  1778  and  1779,  attended  the  troops  under  the  command  of  general  Clarke,  as  a  physician  and  surgeon;  and  fur- 
nished a  considerable  supply  of  medicines,  for  which  his  accounts  have  been  regularlj'  stated  and  presented  for  pay- 
ment at  diflerent  periods,  but  have  not  yet  been  paid,  except  one  thousand  dollars,  which  were  voted  him  by  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly  in  1781  for  his  immediate  support;  and  praying  that  after  his  accounts  have  been  inspected  by  a  sur- 
geon, such  a  part  of  the  principal  may  be  advanced  him  in  hand,  as  may  be  thought  necessary  for  his  present  relief, 
and  the  balance  secured  to  him  nt  a  future  day. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  claim  of  Simon  Nathan,  was  referred; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Gary  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "concerning 
fairs  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  and  the  court  of  Hustings  thereof;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Cary  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "authoris- 
ing a  lottery  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish  of  Elizabeth  river;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Cary  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievences,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  establish- 
ing a  new  ferry;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Cary  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  establish- 
ing a  town  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
)'ead  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Cary  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "directing 
the  money  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  estate  of  John  Brander,  deceased,  to  be  paid  to  William  Gill;"  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  the  first  ti.ne,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Cary  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "giving  cer- 
tain powers  to  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  the  relief  of  debtors;"  and  that  Messrs.  Thomson  Mason, 
Avery  and  Prentis,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  the  payment  of  wages  to  the  members  of  the  present 
General  Assembly;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Thomson  .Slason  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  the  relief  of  debtors ;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Thomson  Aiason  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  re- 
forming county  courts;"  and   the  same  was  received    and  read    the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  petition  of  George  Kistle,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  establish- 
ing a  sown  on  t!ie  land  of  the  said  Kistle,  in  the  county  of  Rockingham. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  said  petition  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

A  petition  of  Doctor  Robert  Nicolson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  during  the  inva- 
sion of  this  State  in  the  year  1781,  he  was  called  upon  to  render  services  in  the  militia  as  a  physician,  and  from  the 
exhausted  state  of  the  public  medicines,  was  induced  to  supply  considerable  proportions  of  his  private  stock,  for  which, 
as  well  as  for  his  services,  he  has  not  received  any  compensation ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Moss;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1779,  he  was  appointed  agent  clothier  to  the  Vir- 
ginia line,  by  the  Executive,  with  the  rations  and  lorage  of  a  major  in  addition  to  his  salary,  his  accounts  for  which 
he  finds  difficulty  iii  procuring  a  settlement  of;  and  praying  rehef. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Herbert;  setting  forth,  that  a  negro  slave  belonging  to  the  petitioner  was  condemned 
for  felony,  executed  and  valued  by  the  county  court  of  Norfolk;  and  praying  to  be  paid  the  said  valuation. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Sarah  Sanford,  administratrix  of  James  Wilson,  deceased,  in  behalf  of  her  testator;  to  the 
same  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thaddy  Kelly;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  time  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  invasion,  he  was  entrust- 
ed by  the  Honorable  Major  General  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  with  sundry  confidential  and  important  embassies;  in  the 
execution  of  which  he  was  constrained  to  expend  liis  own  money,  for  which  and  his  services,  he  has  never  been  com- 
pensated; and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  concerning  the  appointment  of  sherifis  :" 
and  that  Messrs.  White.  Roane  and  Isaac  Coles,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
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A  nieraorial  of  Callohill  Minnis,  and  Mary  his  wife,  executrix,  and  of  Robert  Brooke  and  Thomas  Butler,  ex- 
ecutors of  William  Aylett,  deccaifd,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the  said  William  Ay- 
lett  was,  in  his  life-time,  a  purchasing  commissary  general  for  the  United  States,  in  this  State  ;  and  to  promote  tlie  pub- 
lic service,  was  in  many  instances  induced  to  engage  his  private  credit  upon  contracts  made  for  the  public;  that  not 
having  been  enabled  in  his  life-time,  to  discharge  the  said  contracts  by  the  public,  his  creditors  for  the  same  have 
commeaced  suits,  and  threaten  his  estate  and  family  with  ruin,  unless  relieved  by  the  public;  and  praying  that  the 
measures  recommended  by  Congress,  for  the  security  of  their  officers  so  circumstanced,  may  be  adopted  by  the  legis- 
lature. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Dedman  and  George  Nuttall,  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Deacon's  Neck,  in  the  county 
of  Gloucester;  setting  forth,  that  the  warehouses  at  the  said  inspection  have  been  broke  open,  without  the  default  of 
the  petitioners,  and  certain  tobacco  stolen  thereout;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  re-imbursed  by  the  public  the 
amount  of  the  said  loss. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  W^atts,  and  Nathaniel  Marks,  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Boyd's  warehouses,  in  the  town 
of  Blandford,  and  county  of  Prince  George ;  to  the  same  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed ;  setting  forth,  that  they  will  be  greatly  aggrieved  by  an  order  of  the  court  of  the  said  county  for  building  a 
new  court-house  and  prison  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  as  well  by  the  inconvenient  situation  as  from  the  additional 
expense  of  the  same,  when  added  to  their  other  public  burthens ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  remove  the 
place  of  holding  courts  in  the  said  count}',  to  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  or  to  Ferry  Point,  where  necessary  vacant 
houses  may  be  had  without  expense. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  other  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  whose  names  are  there- 
unto subscribed,  in  opposition  thereto. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Draper,  late  physician  and  surgeon  in  the  army  of  the  United  States ;  setting  forth, 
(hat  he  is  a  citizen  of  this  State,  has  served  upwards  of  three  years  in  the  character  of  physician  a«d  surgeon  in  ihe 
army,  and  finds  no  provision  made  to  allow  him  the  depreciation  of  his  pay,  or  the  usual  bounty  of  lands  granted  in 
similar  cases ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Congress,  to  make  application  to 
Congress  to  obtain  an  order  on  the  continental  treasurer  in  this  State,  for  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds,  for  the  purposes  of  levying  the  fortifications  erected  by  the  troops  of  his  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty at  York  town,  in  the  county  of  York,  and  at  Gloucester  town,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  within  this  Common- 
wealth. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  tiie  House. 

Ordered,  That  General  Nelson  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  for  re-forming  county  courts,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House,  on  Thursday  next. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  establishing  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the  redemption  of  certificates  granted  the  officers  and  soldiers  for 
their  arrears  of  pay  and  depreciation;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
.John  Page  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
gone  through  tiie  same,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  ivhen  the 
House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  indemnify  all  oflicers  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  and  others,  for  acts  necessarily  done  in  execution  of  mili- 
tary orders;" 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  the  second  Monday  in  September  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  said  bill. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  wIioIp  House  on  tiie  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  concerning  vestries;"  "to  r('|)CHl  the  act,  'to  prohibit 
intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State;"  "to  repeal  the  act,  'declaring:  who  siiali  be 
deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such  citizens;"  "for  fiutlier  continu- 
ing and  amending  the  act,  'for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and 
returning  certain  surveys  to  the  I^and  Office,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "to  compel  the  comities  of  Dinwiddie,  Essex, 
Fauquier,  and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  'for  recruiting  this  State's  qiiota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  army 
of  the  United  Slates;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  'for  regulating  the  practice  of  Aiiornies  ;"  "  to  make  the  half-blood  mhe- 
rital)le  to  lands  or  slaves  descended  from,  or  given  by,  their  common  ancestors;"  and  "for  incorporating  tiie  trustees 
of  Hampden  Sydney,  and  aficirding  them  public  assistance,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 

Andthea  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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WEDNESDAY,  June  18,  1783. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Bassett: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  instructing  the  delegates  in  Congress  to  request  a*^ 
sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  levelling  the  works  at  York  and  Gloucester  towns;  and  for  allowing  a  sum  of  money  I» 
to  George  Watkins.     And  then  he  withdrew.  V 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  ascertain  certain  duties  and  imposts,  and  to  estab- 
lish adequate  funds  for  the  discharge  of  this  State's  quota  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  examined  several  others  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  Senate  for  their  examination. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  declaring  tenants  ofj^ 
lands  or  slaves  in  tail,  to  hold  the  same  in  fee  simple;"  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  this 
House  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bills  "for  the  relief  of  sheriff's ;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  adjusting 
claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service;"  and  also,  they  do  recede  from  some,  and  insist  upon  other 
of  their  amendments,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for 
the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act,"     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "to  amend  and  reducr 
the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  and  the  same  being  read,  ^ 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  bill,  "for  the  payment  of  wages  to  the  members  of  the  present  General  Assembly;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "for  establishing  a  new  ferry;"  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  a  motion  made, 
'  Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  who  were  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  re- 
gulating ferries,"  do  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  for  establishing  a  ferry,  agreeable  to  the  said  bill. 

A  bill,  "  giving  certain  powers  to  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  bill,  "  concerning  fairs  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  and  the  court  of  Hustings  thereof;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  bill,  "  directing  the  money  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  estate  of  John  Brander,  deceased,  to  be  paid  to  Wil- 
liam Gill;"  was  read  the  second  time;  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

It  passed  in  .the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

A  bill,  "  authorising  a  lottery  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish  of  Elizabeth  river;"  wa^  read  the  second  time;  and  the 
question  being  put,  that  tiie  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

A  bill,  "  lor  the  relief  of  debtors ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Selden  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs ;'"J^ 
and,  "  to  authorise  the  auditors  to  grant  new  warrants  and  certificates,  in  certain  cases."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  linm  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  e.xamined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  it  is  represented  to  the  General  Assembly,  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  do  not  conceive  them- 
selves authorised  by  law  to  liquidate  and  adjust  accounts  of  officers  and  soldiers,  previous  to  January  1777,  whereby 
much  inconvenience  has  arisen  to  officers  and  soldiers,  whose  claims  are  thus  circumstanced : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  be  requested  to  liquidate,  adjust  and  settle  all  accounts 
of  officers  and  soldiers  previous  to  the  said  period  of  the  1st  of  January  1777,  as  to  them  may  seem  just  and  equitable. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of 
Claims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  for  paying  the  expenses  of  the  officers  of  the  State^A» 
line,  attending  the  Assembly  on  the  business  of  their  memorial ;  respecting  Thomas  Smith ;  Alexander  Stuart ;  ant?"  I 
R  2 
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Thomas  Dobyns ;  I'or  allowing  Captain  Joseph  Scott,  sen.  full   pay  during  life,  with  several  amendments,  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  and  respecting  the  public  printer,  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
^g         The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolution,  for  allowing  Captain  Joseph 
|£Scott,  sen.  full  pay  during  life  ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 
T  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Rutherford  : 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  respecting  John  Campbell,  to  wincli  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Tlie  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  claimants  on  the  western  waters;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Zane  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  authorising  tlie  justices  of  the  county  of  Monongalia  to  appoint 
a  place  for  holding  courts  for  the  said  county,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
Titime,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

"  A  petition  of  George  Rogers  Clarke  and  John  Crittenden,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 
that  they  furnished  supplies  of  provision  for  western  service  nt  their  own  private  expense,  for  which  tliey  have  never 
been  reimbursed;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Samue!  Taylor;  setting  forth,  that  on  the  retreat  of  Baron  Steuben,  iVom  the  Point  of  Fork, 
he  incurred  considerable  expense  in  nursing  and  taking  care  of  sick  soldiers,  left  at  his  house;  and  praying  to  be  re- 
imbursed for  the  same, 
ft^         Also,  a  petition  of  John  Smith  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  a  just  claim  against  the  estate  of  Joshua  Smith,  wlio 
Adhered  to  the  enemy,  and  whose  estate,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  has  been  escheated  to  the  Commonwealth  ;  and 
praying  to  be  paid  the  same  out  of  the  sales  of  the  said  Joshua  Smitli's  estate. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Abner  Tertine  ;  to  the  same  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Bentle}',  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  an  inhabitant  ot' 
Kaskaskias,  and  by  early  endeavors  to  support  the  American  cause,  sustained  great  injury  in  his  property  and  per- 
sonal liberty  from  the  British;  that  lie  is  now  greatly  indebted  for  contracts  actually  made  for  the  good  of  the  service  ; 
and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Joliu  Philip  Legrass,  Francis  Bossoron,  Godfrey  Linetot,  and  Corbonneaw;  setting  forth, 
that  they  have  made  considerahig  advances  for  western  service,  and  incurred  great  expense  in  attending  the  commis- 
sioners for  settling  the  same;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  claim  of  Simon  Nathan; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  Governor's 
letter  and  its  enclosures,  respecting  the  claim  of  Thomas  Bentley,  to  them  referred;  and  that  the  said  letter  and  en- 
closures be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  claim  of  Simon  Nathan. 

A  petition  of  John  Sutton,  jnn.  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  served  upwards  of 
ihree  years  as  pay  master  to  the  first  Virginia  regiment,  and  finds  himself  excluded  from  the  bounty  of  lands ;  and 
praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Matthew  Pope;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  served  upwards  of  three  years  as  a  surgeon  and 
physician  in  the  staff  department,  and  finds  himself  excluded  from  the  bounty  of  lands  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Francis  Taylor;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  served  as  an  officer  belonging  to  the  quota  of  this 
State  in  the  continental  line,  upwards  of  five  years,  and  finds  himself  excluded  from  the  bounty  of  lands;  and  pray- 
ing relief. 
A  .Also,  a  petition  of  Benjamin  Waller;  setting  (brth,  that  he  was  appointed  by  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  re- 
driver  of  monies  due  to  the  estate  of  a  certain  Mr.  Knox,  to  satisfy  a  decree  of  the  said  Court,  and  by  a  mistake  in 
paying  it  into  the  treasury,  received  a  wrong  receipt  for  the  same;  and  praying  that  the  treasurer  may  be  authorised 
to  take  in  the  said  receipt,  and  grant  liim  a  true  one  in  lieu  thereof. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Sturdivant,  guardian  of  James  Sturdivant,  nn  orphan;  setting  forth,  that  a  negro 
hiavc,  belonging  to  the  said  James,  was  taken  by  the  enemy  while  in  public  service;  and  praying  to  be  paid  the  value 
of  tlie  said  =!ave. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Buckner;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  collector  of  the  levies  in  the  parish  of  Saint 
Thomas,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  agreeable  to  an  act  passed  in  the  year  1775,  and  from  a  defect  in  the  law,  finds 
great  difficulty  in  collecting  a  deficiency  of  the  levies  yet  due,  and  for  which  a  judgment  has  been  rendered  against 
him  as  collector;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Buckingham,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ; 

setting  forth,  that  they  are  much  aggrieved  by  the  conduct,  of  Mr.  Charles  Patteson,  high  sheriff  of  the  said  county, 

respecting  the  collection  of  taxes  for  the  year  178f) ;  and  praying  relief, 

^^      Also,  a  pelitioii  of  William  Green  Munford,  executor  of  Nathaniel  Maynard  and  William  Edioe,  deceased; 

fTorneau,  Sonthall,  executor  of  George  Minge,  deceased;  William  Barrett,  administrator  of  Sarah  M'Cain,  deceased; 
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James  Wall  and  James  Mason,  executors  of  James  Wall,  deceased;  James  Binford,  and  others;  setting- Ibrtii,  that 
they  have  claims  against  the  estate  of  William  Kennon,  deceased,  whose  lands  were  sold  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the 
last  session  of  Assembly,  and  the  monies  arising  therefrom  vested  in  trustees  for  the  use  of  his  children ;  and  prayini.'- 
that  their  claims  may  be  satisfied  out  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  said  sales.  '     "    ' 

Also,  a  petition  of  Elizabeth  Whiting,  executrix  of  Peter  Beverley  Whiting,  deceased;  setting  forth,  that  ii 
would  be  greatly  beneficial  to  the  estate  of  the  said  Whiting,  to  sell  part  of  his  lands  in  the  county  of  Prince  William 
for  the  payment  of  his  debts ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  Webb,  w  as  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  while  he  was  a  clothier  to 
the  navy,  he  made  contracts  upon  the  faith  of  his  private  credit  to  serve  the  public,  and  is  now  threatened  with  suits 
at  law  for  the  same;  and  praying  relief. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  u . 
committee. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Fluvanna,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  war  being  now  terminated,  they  conceive  it  no  longer  necessary 
to  continue  the  expense  of  county  adjutants  to  the  militia;,  and  praying  that  they  may  be  discontinued. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  amend  the  militia  law;  that  they  do    • 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  and  remonstrance  of  sundry  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Fairfax,  whose  names  art 
thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  informed  application  has 
been,  or  will  be  made,  to  the  legislature  to  confirm  payments  made  by  British  debtors  into  the  public  treasury,  agree- 
able to  a  former  law,  not  at  the  real,  but  nominal  value;  to  exonerate  them  from  their  creditors;  to  burthen  the  public 
with  the  difference;  and  to  levy  it  by  taxes  upon  the  people:  all  which  they  conceive  to  be  unjust,  iniquitous,  and  op- 
pressive; and  praying  that  such  payments  may  be  reduced  by  the  scale  of  depreciation,  and  repaid  with  interest  to 
the  several  individuals  who  paid  in  the  same.  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  li-om  Peter  de  la  Croix,  a  subject  of  France,  with  sundry  enclosures 
respecting  a  controversy  between  himself  and  the  justices  of  the  county  court  of  Accomac;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  Messrs.  General  Nelson,  Zane,  Thruston,  Strother,  Alexander  White  and  Joseph  Jones. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "directing  the  enlistment  of  guards  for  the  public  prison  and 
stores ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolutions  respecting  the  public  printer  :a^ 
ivnd  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  T 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norvell  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the 
uct,  '  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates." 

A  bill,  "  authorising  the  justices  of  the  county  of  Monongalia  to  appoint  a  place  for  holding  courts  for  the  said 
lounty,  and  for  odier  purposes;"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning  the 
appointment  of  sheriffs;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bdl,  "  to  ascertain  certain  duties  and  imposts,  and  to  establish  adequate  funds  for  the  discharge  of  this  State's 
quota  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "directing  the  enlistments  of  guards  for  the  public  prison  and  stores;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs,  Ronald,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Joseph  Jones,  Harvey,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  and 
Gabriel  Jones. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Fairfax  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth, 
that  they  are  informed  petitions  will  be  offered  to  tliis  Assembly  to  repeal  the  act,  "  to  prevent  extensive  credits,"  which 
they  ai-e  ot  opinion  was  founded  in  good  policy,  and  productive  of  the  happiest  effects  to  the  community;  and  pray- 
ing that  the  said  act  may  not  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Frederick  Hanvell  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  a  claim  of  the  peti- 
tioner's, presented  to  a  former  Assemblj',  for  a  wagon  and  two  horses,  impressed  into" the  public  service  and  taken  by 
the  enemy,  was  upon  a  mistaken  representation  thereof,  rejected ;  and  praying  relief. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  tlie  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 
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A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Fayette,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  from  their  exposed  situation  nnd  the  depredations  of  the  enemy,  they  are 
unable  to  pay  their  public  taxes ;  and  praying  to  be  exonerated  therefrom  tor  two  years. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend 
the  act  'to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembl}'  'for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  estab- 
lishing a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act;"  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Rockingham,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  much  oppressed  to  pay  their  taxes,  and  conceive  it  would 
be  a  great  relief  to  the  people  ta  put  all  certificates  of  public  debt  upon  the  same  footing  with  civillist  warrants;  and 
praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  eflect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Sussex,  whose  names  are  thereiinto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  that  sundry  bridges  in  the  said  county  nhicii  were  destroyed  by  order  of  the  Mar- 
quis Fayette,  to  impede  the  advance  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  army,  may  be  rebuilt  at  public  expense. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  pedtion  be  rejected. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
'  Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  amend  the  several  acts,  '  concerning  vestries;"  "  to  repeal  the  act,  '  to  prohibit 
intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State;"  "to  repeal  the  act  "declaring  who  shall  be 
deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such  citizens;"  "for  further  continuing 
and  amending  the  act,  '  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  re- 
turning certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "to  compel  the  counties  of  Dinwiddie,  Essex, 
Fauquier,  and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  '  for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to  sers'e  in  the  ar- 
my of  the  United  States;  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies;"  "to  make  the  half-blood  in- 
,  heritable  to  lands  or  slaves  descended  from,  or  given  by,  their  common  ancestors  :"  and  "  for  incorporating  the  trus- 
tees of  Hampden  Sydney,  and  afibrding  them  public  assistance,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  June  19,  1783, 


^        An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  the  payment  of  wages  to  the  members  of  the  present  General  Assembly ;"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

An  engrossed  clause  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill  by  way  of  ryder,  "for  paying  the  sum  of  10s,  per 
day,  each,  to  the  officers  attending  the  present  General  Assembly ;"  and  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  read  three 
times  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  House,  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill  by  way  of  ryder. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill,  with  the  ryder,  do  pass, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes     63,  Noes     37. 

Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  said  bill  be,  "  an  act,  for  the  payment  of  wages  to  tlie  members  of  the  present 
General  Assembly." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Nicholas,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Henderson; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes,  on  the  question  for  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  be  inserted  in 
the  Journal. 

The  names  of  the  members  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  John  Cunningham,  Adam  Stephen,  Hickinson  Barks- 
dale,  Robert  Adams,  jun.  Robert  Gilchrist,  William  Green  Munford,  Robert  Goode,  George  Carrington,  William 
Walkins,  George  Wray,  George  Booker,  Spencer  Roane,  John  Edmundson,  Alexander  Henderson,  Charles  Broad- 
water, John  Barker,  William  Pickett,  Alexander  White,  Charles  Mynn  Tliruston,  John  Page,  Thomas  Smith,  Tho- 
mas Underwood,  James  M'Craw,  Isaac  Coles,  Elias  Poston,  Hugh  Innes,  William  Norvell,  Thomas  Coleman,  Henry 
Todd,  John  Pollard,  Joseph  Jones,  Carter  Braxton,  James  Ball,  jun.  John  Carter,  Thomas  Johnson,  jun.  Caleb 
Wallace,  Maurice  Smith,  William  Curtis,  Francis  Worman,  James  Campbell,  Kincheu  Godwin,  Wills  Cowper,  Isaac 
Avery,  David  Shepherd,  William  Moore,  John  Scott,  Benjamin  Lankford,  William  Dix,  Edmund  Ruffin,  John 
Thorowgood,  Arthur  Lee,  John  Fauntleroy,  Charles  Campbell,  Andrew  Moore,  John  Hopkins,  James  Kee,  Gray  Jud- 
kins.  Sterling  Harwell,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Richard  Lee,  Arthur  Campbell,  James  Montgomery  and  Thomas  Nel- 
■^nn,  jun. 

The  names  of  the  members   who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  George  Nicholas,  Edward  Carter.  William  Cabell, 
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Samuel  Sherwin,  Everard  Meade,  Zachariah  Johnston,  Thomas  Lumpkin,  Andrew  Meade,  Thomas  CUtiborne, 
French  Strother,  James  Pendleton,  John  Banister,  David  Ross,  Timothy  Peyton,  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  Bartlett 
Anderson,  Garland  Anderson,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  William  Anderson,  Thomas  Pettus,  Samuel  Goode,  John  Kcar- 
nes,  John  Bowdoin,  John  Heath,  William  Ronald,  Richard  Bibb,  Benjamin  Harrison.  Thomas  Kemp,  Alexander 
Scott  Bullitt,  Abraham  Bird,  John  flotiers,  John  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Chai-les  Carter,  Richard  Cocke,  Wilson 
Miles  Cary,  Joseph  Prenlis  and  Henry  Tazewell. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "giving  certain  powers  to  the  ti-ustees  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  tiifi  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass  ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  giving  certain  powers  to  the  trustees  of  the  Iowa 
of  Portsmouth." 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Kearnes  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  eiigrossed  bill,  "  authorising  the  justices  of  the  county  of  Monongalia,  to  appoint  a  place  for  holding  court.- 
in  the  said  county,  and  for  other  purposes;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  authorising  the  justices  of  the  county  of  Monon- 
galia, to  appoint  a  place  for  holding  courts  in  the  said  county,  and  for  other  purposes." 

■Ordered,  That  Mr.  Isaac  Zane  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  coQcerning  the  appointment  of  sherifls;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  bo 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  several  petitions  and  a  resolution  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  the  following  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  al'terwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read, 
and  are  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Rose  and  John  Furbush  Turner, 
praying  -that  a  reasonable  compensation  may  be  made  them  by  the  public,  for  a  small  schooner,  which  was  impressed 
froni  them  in  the  month  of  January  1777,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  part  of  the  9th  Virginia  regiment  from  the 
county  of  Accomac  to  the  Head  of  Elk,  and  on  her  return  was  captured  by  the  enemy;  and  also,  a  further  compen- 
sation for  the  time  that  she  was  in  public  service,  previous  to  her  capture,  for  which  the  auditors  have  refused  to 
make  any  allowance,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner's  said  claim  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  court  of  Claims 
in  the  said  county  of  Accomac,  to  be  inspected  by  them,  and  if  allowed,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  auditors  of  public  ac-  ^ 
counts,  for  certificates  to  issue  thereupon.  y 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Groom,  praying  relief  from  the  pub- 
lic, in  consideration  of  the  loss  of  his  right  leg,  whilst  on  duty  as  a  militia  man  from  the  county  of  Orange  at  tbo 
siege  of  York,  in  the  year  17S1,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  and 
allowed  half  pay  for  life. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,,  That  the  petition  of  Moses  Armistead,  praying  to  be  paid  the 
sum  of  30/.  22s.  9d.  being  the  balance  of  his  account  against  the  public,  for  sundry  provisions  by  him  furnished  to 
Col.  Dabney's  legion,  whilst  stationed  at  Hampton,  in  the  year  I7S2,  and  which  were  furnished  at  a  time  when  the 
said  troops  were  in  the  greatest  want  of  them,  by  reason  of  there  being  no  commissary  at  that  time  in  Hampton,  is, 
reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  said  sum  of  30/.  l-2s.  9d.  for  which  the  auditors  shall 
issue  their  warrant  on  the  military  fund,  and  charge  the  same  to  Mr.  John  Robertson,  late  commissary  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  thii  committee.  That  the  resolution  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  which  di- 
rected the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  to  issue  their  certificates  to  John  Brown,  for  one  year  and  three  months  pay, 
as  a  soldier  late  in  the  continental  service,  ought  to  be  rescinded;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  issue  their  certifi- 
cate for  tho  same  to  Jehu  Brown,  late  a  soldier  in  the  said  service. 

The  1st  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee. 

The  2d  and  4th  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  3d  resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  was  amended ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  2d,  3d  and  4th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  iheir  con- 
currence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Bassett : 

Mr.    Speaker, — The   Senate  have   agreed   to  the  resolution  for  granting  relief  to  Michael  Kinsier,  a  wounded^* 
soldier.      And   then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  William  Cabell  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  seve- 
ral acts,  concerning  marriages;"   and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  hill  be  read  a  second  time  on  the  2d  Monday  in 
■October  next, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Wilson  Miles  Cary  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
.according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  aiul  had  come  to  several  resokuionf 
S  2 
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thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read, 
and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Thomas  Collier, 
John  Daniel,  and  James  Boulden,  be  deferred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly;  and  that  in  the  meantime,  no  prose- 
cution ought  to  be  had  against  them  or  the  receivers,  for  a  supposed  delinquency  as  commissioners  of  the  two  per 
cent.  tax. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  executors  of 
Col.  William  Aylett,  deceased,  late  deputy  commissary  general  of  purchases,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  for  stay- 
ing all  suits  brought  against  them  for  contracts  made  by  their  testator,  as  a  public  officer,  and  to  prevent  future  suits 
being  brought  on  the  same  account ;  be  deferred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  honorable  James  Monroe;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  James  Monroe,  ought  to  be  allowed  the  same 
bounty  in  lands,  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  major  in  the  continental  army. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  James  Monroe,  ought  to  be  allowed  depreciation  on 
his  pay. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Anthony  Tucker  Dixon,  who  acted  as  an 
apothecary  to  the  continental  hospital,  and  surgeon  to  Col.  Porterfidd's  regiment,  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  the 
same  portion  of  land,  and  the  same  advantages  of  depreciation,  which  regimental  surgeons  are  by  law  entitled  to; 
is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  George  Draper,  late  physician  and  surgeon 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  praying  that  the  account  of  his  pay  and  depreciation  may  be  settled  in  the  same 
manner,  and  upon  the  like  proof,  as  is  prescribed  in  the  case  of  officers  and  soldiers;  and  that  he  may  be  allowed  the 
same  bounty  in  lands,  as  is  by  law  given  to  the  surgeons  of  the  Virginia  line  in  continental  pay;  is  reasonable. 

The  1st  and  2d  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th  and  7th  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to 
be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 
L         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  for  making  certain  allowances  to  Richard  Clougb 
Anderson,  Jacob  Wine  and  Andrew  Green.      And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Wallace  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act  to  vest  certain  escheated  lands  in  Kentucky, 
in  trustees,  for  a  public  school;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

The  House  proceeded,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  to  consider  the  amendments  agreed  to  by  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  on  Tuesday  last,  to  the  bill  "to  establish  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the  redemption  of 
certificates  granted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers,  for  their  arrears  of  pay  and  depreciation ;"  and  the  same  being  read, 
were  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill  "to  amend  the  act  to  vest  certain  escheated  lands  in  Kentucky,  in  trustees,  for  a  public  school;"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Wallace,  Avery,  Gabriel  Jones,  Alexander  White,  Thruston 
and  Tazewell. 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  directing  the  enlistment  of  guards  for  the  public  pri- 
son and  stores,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  an  act  to  amend  and  reduce  tire  several  acts  of 
Assembly  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Everard  Meade  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Saturday 
se'nnight. 

A  bill  "to  amend  an  act  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and 
duties,  and  for  establishing:  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  conimitlce  of  the  wiiole  House,  to-morrow. 
\  Ordered,  Tliat  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue;"  and 

that  Messrs.  Ronald,  Braxton,  Mann  Page,  White,  Averv  and  Henderson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  commissioners  appointed  to  settle  the  wes- 
tern accounts,  which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  claim  of  Simou  Nathan  was  referred. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  delegates  of  this  State  in 
Congress;  and  one  other  Irom  Robert  Morris,  Esq.  financier  general;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Conmionwealth. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  progress  made  by  the  Solicitor  General,  in  ttating 
and  settUng  the  accounts  of  this  Commonwealth  against  the  United  States. 
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And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Henderson,  Nicholas,  William  CabelJ,  Carrington,  Strother,  Zane, 
Braxton,  Ronald  and  White. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
bill  "to  make  the  half-blood  inheritable  to  lands  or  slaves  descended  from,  or  given  by,  their  common  ancestors;" 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  the  third  Monday  in  October  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  the  said  bill. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "to  amend 
the  several  acts  concerning  vestries ;"  "  to  repeal  the  act  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth, and  for  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  such  citizens;"  and  "to  compel  the  counties  of  Dinwiddle,  Essex,  Fau- 
quier, and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act  for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  army  of 
United  States,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oil'  till  Saturday  next. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the.  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  to  amend 
the  act  for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies,"   being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'till  Tuesday  next. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bilk  "for  fur- 
ther continuing  and  amending  the  act  for  giving  farther  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption 
rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land-Office,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  "  for  incorporating  the  trustees 
of  Hampden  Sydney,  and  affording  them  public  assistance,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Wednesday  next. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Hottse  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  re-forming  county  courts;"  "for  the  relief  of  debtors;"  "to  ascertain  certain 
duties  and  imposts,  and  to  establish  adequate  funds  for  the  discharge  of  this  State'^s  quota  of  the  principal  and  interest,   jf 
of  the  debt  of  the  United  States;"  and  "  to  repeal  the  act,  'to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  admission  of,  British  sub-  "J 
jects  into  this  State,"  be'mg  read  ;  '(I 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjoui-ned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  June  20,  1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  clause  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill  by  way  of  a  ryder,  "  to  authorise  the  further  contin- 
uance of  sheriffs  in  office,  in  certain  cases." 

And  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  read  three  times  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House 
to  be  added  to  the  said  bill  by  way  of  ryder. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill,  with  the  ryder,  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  'concerning 
the  appointment  of  sheriffs." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  directing  the  enlistment  of  guards  for  the  public  prison  and  stores ;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  directing  the  enlistment  of  guards  for  the  public 
prison  and  stores." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Fauutleroy  and  Cary  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Cabell  reported,  from  the  comni.ittee  to  whom  the  Governor's  letter  and  enclosures  respecting  the  commis- 
sioners for  settling  and  liquidatintr  claims  in  the  western  country  were  referred,  that  the  committee  iiad,  according 
ing  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  treasurer  ought  to  be  directed  to  advance  to  each  of 
the  said  commissioners,  the  sum  of  100/.  and  to  the  clerk  who  attended  them,  the  sum  of  60/.  out  of  the  fund  raised 
by  the  act,  "  for  recruiting  this  Slate's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  continental  army." 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  auditors  ought  to  be  directed  to  issne  warrants  to  the 
said  commissioners  and  clerk,  for  the  bilance  of  the  sums  allowed  them  by  the  executive;  and  that  the  said  warrants 
ought  to  be  received  in  payment  of  taxes,  in  the  same  manner  as  civil  list  warrants. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Cabell  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

R' solved.  That  it  be  a  standing  order  of  the  House,  that  no  memorial  or  petition  be  received,  praying  for  the 
division  of  any  county  or  parish,  changing  the  place  of  holding  any  court  or  other  local  matter,  unless  the  purport 
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oi"  such  petition  or  niemoria],  shall  liave  been  fixed  at  the  door  of  the  courlhoase,  or  other  house  of  holding  courts  of 
the  county  where  such  alteration  is  proposed,  at  two  different  courts,  and  shall  have  remained  there  one  day  during 
the  sitting  of  each  court  one  month  at  least  previous  to  offering  the  same ;  and  that  no  petition  or  memorial  be  re- 
ceived, or  bill  brought  in  for  establishing  or  discontinuing  ferries,  or  other  matters  affecting  private  right  or  property; 
unless,  the  party  or  parties  interested,  shall  have  had  one  month's  notice  thereof,  if  known  to  the  petitioners  ;  and  if  not 
known,  tlie  purport  of  such  memorial,  petition  or  bill,  shall  be  set  up  at  the  courthouse,  or  other  place  of  holdins; 
courts,  in  the  manner  before  directed,  and  also  three  times  inserted  in  the  Virginia  Gazette,  one  month  before  offerinc 
or  moving  for  the  same. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House  as  a  stand- 
ing order  of  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  tiie  resolution  respecting  John  Campbell; 
and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ricliard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of.  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  ascertain  certain  duties  and  imposts,  and  to  establish  adequate  funds  for  the  discharge  of  tiiis  State's  quota  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  considera- 
tion, and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  liad  directed  him  to  move  the 
House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  ihis  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
the  said  bill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  authorising  the  justices  of  the  county  of  Monongalia,  to 
appoint  a  place  for  liolding  courts  for  the  said  county,  -and  for  otiier  purposes  ;"  also,  they  do  recede  from  their  aniend- 
'ments  disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the  resolutions  respecting  John  Campbell.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  "for  the 
relief  of  debtors,"  being  read; 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  same  be  put  off  until  the  third  Monday  in  October  next. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affn-maiive. 

Ayes  CO,  Noes  23. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Thomson  Mason,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Mayo ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  George  Nicholas,  Samuel  Sherwin,  Zachariah  Johnston, 
.l-ohH  Cunningham,  Robert  Clarke,  Tliomas  Lumpkin,  Adam  Stephen,  Moses  Hiuiter,  Andrew  Meade,  Robert  Gilchrist, 
Thomas  Colliei',  George  Carrington,  James  Pendleton,  John  Banister,  William  Walkins,  George  Wray,  George  Book- 
er, John  Edmundson,  Charles  Broadwater,  John  Barker,  David  Ross,  Alexander  White,  Charles  JMynn  Thriiston,  James 
IM'Craw,  Hugh  limes,  William  Norvell,  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  Tliomas  Coleman,  Henry  Todd,  John  Pollard,  Henry 
Towles,  James  Ball,  jun.  John  Carter,  William  Anderson,  Henry  Stokes,  Edward  Ragsdale,  Thomas  Pettus,  Samuel 
(joode,  William  Curtis,  Francis  Worman,  Kinchen  Godwin,  Wills  Cowper,  John  Kearnes,  Isaac  Avery,  Jnlin  Heath, 
^ViHiam  Moore,  Benjamin  Lanklbrd,  John  Thorowgood,  Thomas  Kemp,  Arthur  Lee,  Alexander  Scolt  Bullilt,  John 
Pauntleroy,  Isaac  Znne,  Abraham  Bird,  Thomas  Towles,  Charles  Carter,  James  Kee,  Richaid  Cocke,  Gray  Judkins, 
Wilson  Miles Cary,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Ardiur  Campbell,  James  Montgomery,  Jose|>ii  Prentis,  Henry  Tazewell  and 
Thomas  Newton. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Edward  Carter,  Archibald  Stuart,  Thomas  Claiborne, 
Mickinson  Barksdale,  William  Green  Munford,  French  Strother,  Spencer  Roarre,  Alexander  Henderson,  Bartiett  An- 
derson, Garland  A.ndersoii,  William  Nelson,  jun.  Carter  Braxton,  Thomas  Johnson,  jun.  Maurice  Smith,  John  Scott, 
William  Ui\,  William  ilayo,  Richard  Bibb,  John  Rogers,  John  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Tiioinson  Mason,  Ster- 
ling Harwell  and  Richard  Lee. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill,  "  for  re- 
Ibrming  county  courts,"  being  read  : 

Resolved,  That  tins  House,  will,  on  the  first  Monday  in  October  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  t!ie 
whole  House,  on  the  said  bill. 

Ordered.  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act, 
•for  appropriating  the  public  reveiiiie,"  that  they  receive  a  clause  or  daust^,  for  appropriating  the  land  tax  arising 
within  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  towards  paying  the  debt  due  from  this  Stiite  to  the  said  borough,  for  public  buildings 
destroyed  by  order  of  Convention. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  establish  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the  redcm[)lion  of  certificates  granted  to  the  of- 
Jicers  and  soldiers  for  their  arrears  of  pay  and  depreciation;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  clntise  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill  by  way  of  ryder,  to  repeal  all  other  taxes  upon  to- 
bacco exported,  except  the  tax  imposed  by  an  act,  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  tobacco  into  one  act ;"  and  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  read  tince  limes  was,  on  the  question  put  therc- 
jpon,  agreed  to  by  the  House  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder. 
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Resolved,  That  the  bill,  with  the  ryder,  do  pass  ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  establish  certain  and  ade- 
quate funds  for  the  redemption  of  certificates  granted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  for  their  arrears  of  pay  and  depre- 
ciation." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Braxton  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Simon  Nathan,  and  the  papers  relative  to  his 
claim  were  referred,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed 
to  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  from  tlie  committee  to  whom  the  papers  relative  to  Peter  de  la  Croix  were  referred,  that 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  liad  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come 
to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  com.mittee,  that  after  Captain  de  la  Croix's  arrival  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  this  Common- 
wealth, tliere  happened  some  disagreement  between  his  sailors  and  himself;  that  the  sailors  arrested  him  in  three 
several  suits  in  the  county  of  Accomac,  where  he  had  a  full  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  his  defence,  but,  denying 
altogether  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  he  refused  to  make  any  defence  in  the  said  suits ;  and  that  on  their  trial,  the 
jury  who  were  sworn  to  try  the  cause,  found  a  verdict  against  him ;  that  no  partiality  or  prejudice  appears  to  have 
governed  the  said  court  or  jury  during  the  said  trial,  and  the  same  forms  and  ceremonies  were  observed  as  are  used 
between  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Captain  de  la  Croix  petitioned  the  General  Assembly  in  1780, 
to  redress  him  in  this  case,  upon  a  supposition,  that  the  magistrates  of  Accomac,  had  been  partial  on  the  trial,  in  the 
said  suits ;  that  in  order  to  give  every  satisfaction  to  a  foreigner,  unacquainted  with  our  laws  and  language,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  then  ordered  that  prosecutions  should  be  instituted  in  the  General  Court,  by  the  Attorney  General, 
against  the  said  magistrates,  that  the  truth  might  be  fully  discovered,  and  if  any  mal-practices  had  been  used  toward 
the  said  Captain  de  la  Croix,  the  said  magistrates  might  be  punished.  ■  ^^ 

That  accordingly  such  prosecutions  were  commenced,  and  in  April  court  1783,  the  several  prosecutions  thus  in- ' 
stituted  were  tried  and  determined,  when  the  court  and  jury  decided  in  favor  of  the  said  magistrates,  against  the  said 
Peter  de  la  Croix. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  after  two  fair  and  full  judiciary  hearings,  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  constitution^ 
and  laws  of  this  country,  for  the  Legislature  to  re-consider  the  subject.  But  as  the  prosecutions  in  the  General  CourtA 
were  ordered  by  the  Legislature, 

Resolved,  That  the  costs  attending  those  several  prosecutions  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  public ;  and  that  the  trea-. 
surer  do  immediately  pay  the  same  out  of  any  public  money  in  his  hands. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  repeal  the  act,  'to  prohibit  intercousre  with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  sub- 
jects into  this  State;"  and,  "to  amend  the  act,  'to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining 
certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  June  21,  1783. 


Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  resolution  respecting  Anthony  Tucker  Dixon  to  them  recommitted,  and 
had  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hou.se,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Dixon  was  appointed  an  assistant  surgeon  to  the  first  minute  batta- 
lion and  the  second  Virginia  regiment,  in  which  capacity  he  served  from  the  month  of  October  1775,  until  the  sixth 
of  July  following,  w  hen  he  received  an  appointment  of  apothecary  to  the  continental  hospital,  under  which  appoint- 
ment he  acted  until  the  seventh  of  September  1780,  when  he  resigned  the  said  appointment,  and  immediately  entered 
as  surgeon  to  Colonel  Porterfield's  regiment,  in  which  he  continued  until  the  said  regiment  was  reduced  and  annexed 
to  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Dabney. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Anthony  Tucker  Dixon,  praying 
that  he  ma\'  be  allowed  the  same  portion  of  land,  and  the  same  advantages  of  depreciation,  which  regimental  surgeons 
are  by  law  entitled  to :   is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motioi!  made, 

Resolved,  That  when  this  House  adjourns  on  Saturday  next,  it  will  adjourn  until  the  first  Monday  in  October 
next. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  !\lann  Page  reporter),  from  tire  luiiimiitee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord-- 
ing  to  order,  liad  under  their  consideratioTi,  the  resohition  respecting  George  Di-iper  to  them  recommitted,  and  had 
agreed  to  a  report,  nnd  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUovveth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  George  Draper,  being  an  inhabitant  of  the  county  of  Prince  William, 
did,  in  the  month  of  December  1775,  enter  as  surgeon's  mate  to  the  minute  battalion  commanded  by  Colonel  Wiliiam 
Grayson;  that  the  said  Draper  continued  in  that  service  until  the  month  of  Apri!  1776,  when  he  engasred  as  surgeon's 
mate  in  the  third  Virginia  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Hugh  Mercer  ;  that  he  continued  to  discharge  his  duty 
in  that  regiment  until  the  llih  of  Apri!  1777,  when  he  was  appointed  by  Congress  second  surgeon  in  the  general 
hospital,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  until  the  7th  of  October  1780,  when  he  was  appointed  by  Congress  physician 
and  surgeon  to  the  hospital,  in  which  department  he  acted  until  the  3d  of  February  1782,  when  he  resigned. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  George  Draper,  praying  that  his 
pay  and  depreciation  account  may  be  settled  in  the  same  manner  and  upon  the  like  proof  as  is  prescribed  in  the  case 
of  officers  and  soldiers,  and  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  same  bounty  in  lands  as  is  given  by  law  to  the  surgeons  of  the 
Virginia  line  in  continental  pay ;  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  value  of  the  two  horses  lost  by  Major  Alexander  Stuart,  at  the  battle  of  Guilford,  and  which 
the  present  General  Assembly  determined  he  should  be  paid  for,  be  ascertained  by  the  auditors  of  public  accounts, 
and  a  certificate  granted  by  them  for  the  same,  in  like  manner  as  articles  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  General  Lawson  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  General  Stephens : 

tj       Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  several  resolutions  respecting  the  value  of  two  horses  lost  by  Major 
\lexander  Stuart  at  the  battle  of  Guilford;  and  also,  concerning  Thomas  Collier,  John  Daniel  and  James  Bowdoin, 
commissioners  under  the  two  per  cent,  tax;  and  granting  allowances  for  the  relief  of  John  Groom  and  Jehu  Brown. 
And  then  he  withdrew. 
^        A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Selden : 

K  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  directing  the  enlistment  of  guards  for  the  public  prison 
and  stores ;"  also,  to  the  bill  "  giving  certain  powers  to  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth ;"  and  to  the  bill  "  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning  the  appointment  of  sherifls."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  two 
commissioners  for  auditing  certain  public  claims,  conformable  to  an  act  of  the  present  session,  entitled  "  an  act,  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public 
service." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cabell  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  examined  several  other  bills  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  said  enrolled  bills  to  the  Senate  for  their  examination. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  and  resolutions  agreed  to  by  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Simon  Nathan  and  other  papers  respecting  the  claim  of  the  said  Nathan,  against  the  Commonwealth, 
which  lay  on  the  table;  and  the  same  being  again  read  at  the  clerk's  table,  are  as  foUoweth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Mr.  Nathan's  claim  is  founded  on  sundry  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  Gene- 
ral Clarke,  Colonel  Todd,  and  one  by  Henry  Crutcher,  between  the  months  of  M:iy  and  October  1779,  an  accurate 
account  of  which  bills  and  their  value  they  find  to  have  been  stated  by  Governor  Jefferson,  thus : 
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It  further  appears  to  your  cortitnittee,  that  General  Clarke,  in  a  letter  to  Colonel  Legrass,  uses  this  expression : 
"As  well  as  I  could  recollect  your  accounts  and  those  of  Major  Linetot  against  the  State  were  for  the  value  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  expected  that  my  letter  to  the  Governor,  respecting  him,  would  have  reached  Williamsburg  before 
you  left  that  place." 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  books  of  accounts  of  William  Shannon,  who  drew  several  of  the 
bills  which  were  countersigned  by  General  Clarke,  that  the  said  bills  were  drawn  for  articles  furnished  the  troops  at 
the  most  extravagant  prices;  such  as  forty  dollars  per  gallon  for  taffia,  one  dollar  a  pound  for  salt,  eight  dollars  a 
bushel  for  Indian  corn,  and  a  dollar  a  pound  for  tobacco. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioner,  Simon  Nathan,  took  up  these  bills  at  the  Havanna  and 
New  Orleans;  and,  as  he  says,  at  the  rate  of  a  silver  dollar  for  every  paper  dollar,  without  knowing  that  they  had 
been  drawn  at  a  depreciated  rate. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  in  the  winter  1780,  the  petitioner  presented  the  bills  to  the  Executive 
of  this  State  for  payment,  who,  supposing  they  had  been  negotiated  by  the  drawers  as  specie,  assumed  payment  of 
them,  by  endorsing  on  every  bill  these  words:  "March  1780,  accepted,  to  be  discharged  in  tobacco  at  twenty-five 
shillinas  the  hundred,  by  advice  of  Council. 

^  THOMAS  JEFFERSON." 

That  in  June  following,  on  Mr.  Nathan's  application  for  payment,  the  Council  came  to  the  following  resolution: 

"IN  COUNCIL,  Junes,   1780. 

"  The  board  is  of  opinion  that  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  this  State,  and  taken  up  by  Mr.  Simon  Nathan 
at  New  Orleans,  should  be  discharged  agreeable  to  the  assumpsit  umlerwrilten  on  them  in  tobacco  at  four  dollars  and 
one  sixth  (according  to  the  number  expressed  in  the  bills)  for  every  hundredweight;  they  advise  the  Governor  to 
a;ive  him  an  order  at  this  present  time  on  Benjamin  Day,  Esquire,  for  100,000  lbs.  of  crop  tobacco  on  the  upper 
warehouses,  and  an  assumpsit  in  favor  of  Messrs.  Ross,  Shore  &  Company,  for  100,000  lbs.  of  like  tobacco  at  the 
upper  warehouses,  and  to  assure  him  that  he  shall  receive  the  balance  so  soon  as  it  can  be  paid,  and  interest  thereon 
in  the  mean  time  at  the  rale  of  six  per  centum  per  annum." 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  in  the  fall  1780,  General  Clarke  and  Colonel  Todd  came  to  Richmond 
and  delivered  in  to  the  Executive  the  certificate  and  scale  of  depreciation  above  mentioned,  at  the  same  time  inform- 
ing them  that  the  bills  drawn  on  the  Governor  and  treasurer  of  Virginia  (when  it  was  known  that  none  but  paper  dol- 
lars were  in  circulation)  were  negotiated  as  paper  dollars  according  to  their  depreciation  at  the  time  of  drawing  the 
bills,  and  tliat  government  had  received  x'alue  for  them  at  that  rate  only :  the  Executive  then  finding  that  thny  had  too 
hastily  assumed  the  payment  of  the  bills,  and  supposing  that  Mr.  Nathan  could  not  stand  on  a  better  footing  than  thi- 
origiiial  holders  of  the  bills,  informed  the  petitioner  that  they  did  not  consider  him  as  entitled  to  more  than  the  hart! 
money  value  of  the  bills  at  the  time  of  their  being  drawn;  but  the  petitioner  still  insisting  on  the  legal  obligation 
of  their  assumpsit,  they  proposed  to  him  to  refer  the  matter  in  dispute  to  the  arbitration  of  gentlemen  of  other  States, 
of  character  and  knowledge  of  the  laws. 

It  farther  appears  to  your  committee,  that  in  March  1781,  the  then  Executive  applied  to  two  Judges  of  the  High 
Court  of  Chancery,  Messrs.  Pendleton  and  Wythe,  for  their  opinion,  who  gave  them  as  follows: 

"EDMUNDSBURG,  March  1,  1781. 

"  Sir, — Relying  on  the  honor  of  government  to  keep  the  case  on  which  my  opinion  is  required  out  of  our  Courts 
of  Justice,  I  see  no  impropriety  in  giving  it,  as  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  request:  the  ground  on  which  it  is 
supposed  a  Court  of  Equity  might  relieve  against  tiiat  acceptance  which  made  a  new  contract  between  the  Executive 
and  Mr.  Nathan,  is,  that  the  drawers  allege  "the  bills  on  the  Governor  and  treasurer  of  Virginia  were  payable  in  pa- 
per money,  and  in  consequence  a  value  was  received  for  th"m  only  according  to  the  then  depreciation  of  that  paper  ; 
on  which  head  a  very  proper  inquiry  seems  to  be,  whether  the  bills  themselves  pointed  out  the  sort  of  money  that  was 
to  be  paid  for  them  or  the  specific  value  received.''  I  suppose  neither,  as  that  would  neither  have  escaped  Mr.  Nathan 
in  his  purchase,  nor  the  Executive  in  their  acceptance,  and  that  the  bills  were  in  the  usual  and  general  form,  requiring 
tiie  payment  of  so  many  dollars  for  value  received;  in  which  case  the  bills  drawn  in  the  wilderness,  and  circulated 
through  one  Spanish  goverinnent  into  anotlier,  gave  no  clue  to  Mr.  Nathan  to  suppose  that  any  other  llian  silver  dol- 
lars were  intended,  so  as  to  put  him  on  his  guard.  Again,  he  a)ight  very  properly  say,  I  run  no  risk  in  allowing  spe- 
lie  value  for  the  bills,  since  if  it  should  prove  otherwise,  and  that  any  other  mode  of  payment  should  be  proposed  by 
tiiose  on  whom  they  are  drawn,  I  can  declare  the  proposition,  procm-e  a  protest  of  tiie  hills,  and  have  recourse  for  my 
money  to  the  endorser  from  whom  I  purchase.  He  accorilingly  pays  full  specie  value,  and  presents  his  bills,  wh:ch 
are  accepted,  and  a  mode  of  payment  fixed  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties;  a  large  payment  is  accordingly  made, 
and  near  a  year  elapsed  before  any  notice  is  given  to  Mr.  Nathan  that  goverinnent  had  any  objection  to  the  payuipiit 
as  stipulated.  The  Executive  were  deceived  indeed,  but  by  whom.'*  Not  by  Mr.  Nathan,  who,  as  he  paid  the  same 
he  demanded,  was  an  innocent  and  fair  purchaser;  I  will  not  say  that  those  worthy  gentlemen  who  drew  the  bills  wore 
guilty  of  deceit  or  neglect  in  the  mode  of  drawing  the  bills,  or  in  not  giving  timely  notice  of  the  dillerent  value  g.>t 
for  them,  since  I  impute  these  to  the  hurry  they  were  in,  and  the  difficulty  of  conveying  timely  intelligence;  but  sure- 
ly the  present  difliculty  is  derived  from  that  source,  and  it  is  more  just  thai  the  State  should  bear  the  loss  than  thiit  it 
sliould  (all  on  a  man  who  has  the  law  on  his  side,  is  in  no  fault  at  all,  and  who  has  now  lost  that  advantage  a  protest 
at  first  would  have  entitled  him  to,  of  recurring  for  his  money  lo  the  man  of  whom  he  purchased  tiie  bills. 
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"Tlius  you  discover,  Sir,  my  opinion  to  be  in  favor  of  Mr.  Nathan,  an  opinion  liovvevtr,  drawn  from  general 
principles,  and  not  from  any  determination  1  recollect  on  the  subject.  You  and  the  Council  will  judge  of  the  rea- 
soning, and  afterwards  perhaps  it  may  give  tlie  public  more  satisfaction  to  have  the  matter  arbitrated  in  the  way  you 
proposed,  than  to  have  it  rest  on  my  judgment.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  the  Council's  and  your  excellency's  most 
obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  PENDLETON." 
"Notwithstanding  those  to  whom  the  bills  were  drawn  immediately  payable,  could  not  have  been  entitled  to 
more  than  the  value  received  for  them,  I  think  that  Mr.  Nathan,  the  endorsee,  if  he  were  not  privy  to  that  transaction, 
and  actually  paid  cash,  or  an  equivalent  for  them  at  par  when  he  took  them  up,  may  equitably,  as  well  as  legally, 
insist  upon  the  assumpsit;  because  the  terms  of  the  contract  between  the  drawers  and  original  holders  not  appearing 
in  the  bill,  as  1  suppose,  it  could  bind  only  themselves  and  such  as  had  notice  of  tlie  terms,  and  the  contract  between 
him  and  the  drawers  was  entered  into  without  any  deception  wiiich  could  make  it  appear  unfair  on  his  part. 

"  If  he  were  not  privy  to  the  contract  between  the  drawers  and  original  holders,  and  had  not  mentioned  an-y 
thing  of  what  he  paid  for  the  bills,  he  might  have  been  irreprehensible  ;  but  having  informed  the  Executive  that  he 
had  taken  them  up  at  par,  if  he  do  not  prove  that  fact,  for  otherwise  the  contrary  is  presumable,  because  it  is  in  his 
power  to  do  it,  and  the  other  party  probably  cannot  disprove  it;  I  think  equity  will  relieve  against  the  assumpsit 
upon  this  principle,  that  there  was  a  suggesdo  falsi  on  his  part,  and  an  advantage  gained  by  it.  If  he  knew  of  the 
contract  between  tlie  drawers  and  original  holders,  as  he  did  not  mention  it  to  the  Executive,  although  what  he  said  of 
taking  them  up  at  par  be  true,  it  seems  a  disputable  question  whether  there  can  be  any  relief.  It  would  be  going  too 
far  to  say  that  in  every  bargain  one  party  should  disclose  to  the  other  whatever  the  former  knows  and  it  is  the  in- 
terest of  the  latter  to  know:  a  total  silence,  if  the  dealing  in  other  respects  be  fair,  may  be  innocent;  but  if  one  dis- 
close part  only  of  what  he  knows,  and  concealing  the  rest,  by  that  means  gain  an  unconscienable  advantage,  this  seems 
a  culpable  suppression  of  the  trutli,  because  the  other  party  confided  in  him,  and  that  confidence  was  abused  by  not 
relating  the  whole  truth.  Frivolous  as  this  might  appear  in  a  matter  of  light  moment;  in  this  case,  I  suspect  the 
gain  to  have  been  enormous,  and  suppose  Mr.  Nathan  to  have  been  well  apprised  of  the  diflerence  between  paper 
bills,  the  only  money  which  circulated  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  gold  and  silver,  1  think  it  a  good  foundation  for 
controverting  his  demand.  (Signed,) 

G.  WYTHE. 
"Williamsburg,  March  9th,  1781." 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  in  consequence  of  directions  from  the  Executive  of  this  State,  our 
delegates  in  Congress  came  lo  an  agreement  with  the  petitioner,  by  which  they  referred  the  dispute  to  the  arbitration 
of  Joseph  Reid  and  William  Bradford,  jun.  Esquires  of  Philadelphia,  gentlemen  of  eminence  in  the  law,  whose 
award  they'  agreed  should  be  final  on  both  parties.  For  the  faithful  performance  of  which,  on  his  part,  the  petitioner 
entered  into  bond  with  security,  in  the  penalty  of  30,000/.  which  our  delegates  refused  to  do  on  their  part,  thinking 
the  faith  of  tlie  State,  plighted  by  them,  a  sufficient  security. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  gentlemen  above  named  did,  on  the  17th  of  February  1783,  make  their 
award,  in  the  words  following : 

The  underwritten,  nominated  and  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  a  controversy  subsisting  between  the  Com- 
monwealth ot  Virginia,  and  Mr  Simon  Nathan,  respecting  certain  bills  of  exchange  drawn  upon  the  said  Common- 
wealth, assigned  to  Mr.  Simon  Nathan,  and  accepted  by  the  Executive,  do  report: 

"  That  we  have  heard  and  examined  the  witnesses,  papers,  and  proofs,  produced  and  laid  before  us,  and  having 
attentively  considered  the  same,  do  find : 

"First,  That  there  is  considerable  proof  that  the  bills  drawn  by  Col.  Clarke,  in  favor  of  Philip  Legrass  and  L. 
M.  Linetot,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  31,4G3  dollars,  were  drawn  for  specie  value. 

"Secondly,  That  bills  drawn  on  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  about  the  same  time,  and  by  the  same  persons, 
were  negotiated  at  New  Orleans,  at  specie  value;  and  that  none  (as  far  as  we  can  learn)  were  negotiated  at  that  place 
at  a  depreciated  value. 

"  Thirdly,  That  it  appears  from  the  testimony  before  us,  that  Simon  Nathan,  has  accounted  or  paid  for  all  the 
bills  since  accepted  as  bills  drawn  from  specie  value. 

"  We,  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  acceptance  of  all  the  bills,  is  binding  both  in  law  and  equity  on  tlie  Exe- 
utiveof  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  discharged  accordingly. 

JOSEPH  REID, 
WILL.  BRADFORD,  jun. 
"Philadelphia,  February  17,  1783." 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  balance  due  on  the  said  bills,  ought  to  be  paid  by  the 
Commonwealth,  agreeable  to  the  award  given  in  favor  of  the  said  Simon  Nathan,  by  Joseph  Reid  and  William 
r.rudford,  jun.  Esquires. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  Simon  Nathan  ought  to  be  allowed  interest  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  on  the  balance  due  to  hnn,  from  the  8th  day  of  June  1780,  agrt'eable  to  the  re- 
iolntion  of  the  Executive  of  tliis  State. 

The  said  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by 
the  House. 

U  2 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Crittenden  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  tiie 
session. 

Mr.  Mann  Pape  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  memorial  of  Elizabeth  Whiting,  executrix  of  the  estate  of  Peter  Beverley 
WhitinT,  deceased,  to  them  referred;  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
foUoweth  : 

Resolved  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  said  Eli- 
zabeth Whiting,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  to  enable  the  executors  of  the  said  Peter  Beverley  Whiting  to  dispose 
of  part,  or  a  tract  of  land  in  the  county  of  Prince  William,  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  be  deferred  to  the  next 
session  of  Assembly, 

Mr.  Wallace  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  vest  certain 
escheated  lands  in  the  county  of  Kentucky,  in  trustees,  for  a  public  school,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petitions  of  Tarlton  Woodson  and  P*euben  Taylor,  to  them  referred,  and 
had  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  in  the  case  of  the  said  Tarlton  Woodson,  that  he  was,  in  the  year  1775,  appointed 
an  officer  in  the  first  Virginia  regiment,  in  which  he  continued  until  May  1777,  when  he  was,  by  appointment,  removed 
to  the  regiment  of  infantry  commanded  by  Colonel  Hazen,  in  which  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  a  major,  until  March 
1782,  and  was  credited  by  tliis  State,  in  part  of  the  quota  required  by  Congress. 

It  also  appears  to  your  committee,  in  the  case  of  the  said  Reuben  Taylor,  that  he  was,  on  the  3d  of  November 
1776,  appointed  lieutenant  of  a  company  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  the  said  Hazen,  that  he  acted  under  that 
appointment  until  the  3d  of  February  1778,  when  he  was  promoted  to  a  captaincy,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  until 
the  fall  of  the  year  1781,  when  he  resigned,  and  that  he  was  credited  by  this  State,  in  part  of  the  quota  required  by 
Congress. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Tarlton  Woodson,  is  reasonable; 
and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  same  bounty  in  lands,  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  major  of  the  Virginia  line,  on 
continental  establishment. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Reuben  Taylor,  is  reasonable  ;  and 
that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  same  bounty  in  lands,  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  captain  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  conti- 
nental  establishment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  authorise  and  confirm  marriages  in  certain  cases;"  and  that 
Messrs.  Wallace,  Kee,  Strother  and  Hunter,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
bill  "to  repeal  the  act,  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  declaring  who  shall  be 
deemed  such  citizens." 

A.  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  order  be  put  ofl*  till  the  second  Monday  in  Octo- 
ber next; 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes     50,  Noes     27. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Thomson  Mason,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Henderson; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ajes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 
The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  arc,  George  Nicholas,  Edward  Carter,  Nicholas  Cabell,  Samu- 
el Sherwin,  John  Cunningham,  Thomas  Lumpkin,  Adam  Stephen,  Moses  Hunter,  Arcliibald  Stuart,  Andrew  ^)cade, 
Thomas  Claiborne,  Robert  Adams,  jun.  John  Ward,  William  Green  Munfbrd,  Thomas  Collier,  Robert  Goode, 
George  Carrington,  French  Strother,  James  Pendleton,  George  Wray,  Charles  Broadwater,  John  Barker,  William 
Pickett,  Alexander  White,  Barilctt  .\nderson.  Garland  Anderson,  Hugh  Inncs,  William  Norvcll,  William  Nelson, 
jun.  Joseph  Jones,  Henry  Towlcs,  James  Ball,  jun.  William  Anderson.  Thomas  Johnson,  jun.  Henry  Stokes,  Tho- 
mas Petius,  Samuel  Goode,  Williuin  Curtis,  Francis  Wormaii,  Isaac  Avery.  John  Heath,  Benjamin  Lankford,  Willi- 
am Dix,  Robert  Lawson,  Riihard  Bibb,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Alexander  Scott  Bullitt,  Abraham  Bird,  Mann  Page, 
Thomas  Towles,  James  Kee,  Richard  Cocke,  Gray  Judkins,  Sterling  Harwell,  James  Montgomery  and  Joseph 
Pre  litis. 

Aiul  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Abraham  Outten,  William  Cabell,  Jolin  Cabell,  Robert 
Gilchrist,  Carter  Henry  Hiirrison,  (icorgc  Booker,  Spencer  Roane,  .lolin  Ednmndson,  Alexander  Hend'-rson,  Natha- 
niel Wilkinson,  Carter  Braxton,  Stephens  Thomson  Mason,  Caleb   Wallace,  Alauricc  Smith,  John  Watkins,  William 
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Danclridpre,  John  Kearnes,  William  Moore,  John  Scott,  William  Ronald,  John  Thorowgood,  Isaac  Zaue,  John 
Rogers,  Thomson  Mason,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Richard  Lee  and  Henry  Tazewell. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  repeal  the  act  to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  and  the  admission  of,  British  subjects  into  this  State." 

Resolved  That  this  House  will,  on  the  second  Monday  in  October  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  on  the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  suspend  the  operation  of  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  As- 
sembly as  prohibits  intercourse  with  British  subjects,"  and  to  legalize  such  intercourse  in  certain  cases;  and  that 
Messrs.  Alexander  White,  Mann  Page,  Nicholas,  Lawson  and  Tazewell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also  on  the  bills  "  to  amend  the  act  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  ascertain- 
ing certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts  con- 
cerning vestries;"  and  "to  compel  the  counties  of  Dinwiddle,  Essex,  Fauquier,  and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with 
the  act  for  recruiting  tiiis  State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till   Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  June  23,  1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  vest  certain  escheated  lands  in  Kentucky,  in  trustees,  for  a 
public  school ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  title  be,  an  act  "to  amend  an  act  entitled,  'an  act,  to  vest  certain  es- 
cheated lands  in  Kentucky,  in  trustees,  for  a  public  school." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wallace  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  IMr.  Selden  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  proceed  to  day,  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  to  the  choice  of 
two  commissioners  to  settle  and  adjust  claims  agreeable  to  an  act  of  the  present  Session.    And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Henderson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts  of  As- 
sembly for  the  appointment  of  naval  officers,  and  ascertaining  their  fees;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded,  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of 
two  commissioners  for  auditing  certain  public  claims  agreeable  to  an  act  of  the  present  Session ;  and  the  members 
having  prepared  tickets  with  the  names  of  the  persons  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes, 
Messrs.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Nicholas,  William  Cabell,  Stephens  Thomson  Mason,  and  White,  were  nominated  a  com- 
mittee to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  box- 
es, and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew;  and  afier  some  time  returned  into  the  House,  and  reported,  that  they  had,  ac-^M 
cording  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the 
ballot  boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Samuel  Jones  and  Mayo  Carrington,  gentlemen. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Seldeu : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  respecting  George  Draper.     And  then  he  withdrew.     4^ 

3'r.  Thomson   Mason  reported,  from  the  committee  lor  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  ' 
order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lincoln,  to  them  referred, 
and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which   he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  bv  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lin- 
coln, whose  nan)es  are  thereunto  subscribed,  praying  that  from  their  remote  situation,  particular  acts,  for  the  regula- 
tion of  their  militia  ;  to  dispose  of  the  orphans  of  poor  people ;  respecting  estrays;  and  to  authorise  the  solemnization  of 
the  rites  of  matrimony  b)'  some  civil  power,  may  pass;  and  thereby  relieve  them  from  the  present  inconveniencies  which 
they  labor  under  for  the  want  of  them;  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Tazewell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  preventing  extensive 
credits,  and  to  repeal  the  act  prescribing  tiie  method  of  proving  book  debts  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the 
first  time,  and  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  tiie  second  Monday  in  October  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  for 
estahlisliing  public  ferries,"  be  dischiirged  from  further  proceeding  therein. 

Ordered,  That  tiie  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to 
revive  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  other  pur- 
poses therein  mpiuioned,"  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Con- 
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gress,  respecting  the  accounts  of  Oliver  Pollock  was  referred,"  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  therein ;  and 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  wliom  the  petition  of  Simon  Nathan,  was  referred. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  directors  of  the  public  buildings  respecting  certain 
lands  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  the  property  of  Thomas  Turpin,  which  the  directors  intend  to  appropriate  for  public 
use:  and  in  general,  to  examine  into  such  other  matters  as  the  said  directors  may  lay  before  them,  respecting  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  make  report  thereof,  to  the  House. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Braxton,  Mann  Page,  Charles  Carter,  General  Lawson,  William  Cabell  and  Richard  Lee 
be  of  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "  for  establish- 
ing a  town  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  vvhere  tlie  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and 
for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  iiis  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  several  acts  'concerning  vestries;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Braxton  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  bill  be  postponed  until 
the  second  Monday  in  October  next. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes  52,  Noes  28. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Nicholas,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  the  honorable  John  Tyler,  Spiiikcr,  Abraham  Outten,  Tho- 
mas Parramore,  Zachariah  Johnston,  John 'Cunningham,  Thomas  Ijumpkin,  Adam  Stephen,  Moses  Hunter,  Everard 
Meade,  John  Cabell,  John  Ward,  Robert  Gilchrist,  Robert  Goode,  George  Carrington,  William  Waikins,  George 
Wra}',  Charles  Broadwater,  John  Barker,  Alexander  White,  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  James  M'Craw,  Isaac  Coles, 
Garland  Anderson,  Turner  Southall,  Hugh  Innes,  William  Norvell,  William  Nelson,  jun.  John  Pollard,  Joseph  Jones, 
Carter  Braxton,  Henry  Towles,  James  Ball,  jun.  Stephens  Thomson  Mason,  John  Carter,  William  Anderson,  Tho- 
mas Johnson,  jun.  Thomas  Peitus,  William  Curtis,  Isaac  Avery,  Jolm  Heath,  Benjamin  Lankford,  William  Mayo, 
•■^un.  Richard  Bibb,  Edmund  Ruffin,  Thomas  Kemp,  Mann  Page,  Charles  Carter,  James  Kee,  Richard  Cocke,  Rich- 
ard Lee,  Henry  Tazewell  and  Thomas  Newton. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  George  Nicholas,  Edward  Carter,  William  Cabell,  Nicho- 
las Cabell,  Archibald  Stuart,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Hickinson  Barksdale,  Joel  Watkins,  French  Strother,  James  Pen- 
•Idleton,  George  Booker,  Alexander  Hendei-son,  William  Pickett,  John  Powell,  Edward  Ragsdale,  Maurice  Smith,  John 
Watkins,  John  Kearnes,  William  Moore,  John  Scott,  Robert  Lawson,  Andrew  Moore,  John  Hopkins,  Isaac  Zane, 
John  Rogers  of  Southampton,  Sterling  Harwell,  Arthur  Campbell  and  James  Montgomery. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  the  appointment  of  naval  officers, 
and  ascertaining  their  fees ;"  was  read  the  second  tinrc,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to-morrow. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  alter  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Braxton  repoiied, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  I'olloweth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinioji  of  tins  committee,  That  so  mucli  of  the  memorial  of  the  State  officers,  as  prays 
that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State  line,  the  officers,  marines  and  seamen  of  the  State  Navy,  may  be  put  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  continental  line,  with  respect  to  their  lands  and  certificates ; 
is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  memorial,  as  prays  that  eflec- 
tual  measures  may  be  taken  to  secure  to  the  said  officers  their*half-pay,  or  a  compensation  (or  it ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion,  of  this  committee.  That  adequate  funds  ought  to  be  e.'tablisbed  for  paying  to  such 
of  the  «aid  officer-,  as  .are  entitled  to  the  siin.ie,  tiieir  half-pay,  agreeable  to  law. 
Ordered,  That  the  1st  and  2d  resolutions,  do  lie  on  the  table. 
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Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  3d  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Braxton,  Nicholas, 
Strother,  General  Lawson,  William  Cabell,  Mann  Page,  Zane,  Prentis  and  Moore,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same! 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Harwell  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Nelson,  jun.  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to 
suspend  so  much  of  any  act,  or  acts  of  Assembly,  as  prohibits  intercourse  with  British  subjects,  and  to  legalize  such 
intercourse,  in  certain  cases." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Taylor : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "  to  com- 
pel the  counties  of  Dinwiddle,  Essex,  Fauquier,  and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  'for  recruiting  this 
State's  quota  of  troops,  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States ;"  and  "  to  ascertain  certain  duties  and  imposts, 
and  to  establish  adequate  funds  for  the  discharge  of  this  State's  quota  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debt  of  the 
United  States,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  June  24,  1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county  of  Princess 
Anne." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Spnate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  respecting  Peter  de  la  Croix;  and  for  paying  asum|^ 
of  money  to  Moss  Armistead;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  to  establish  certain  and  adequate  funds  lor  the  re-  fjf 
demption  of  certificates  granted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  for  their  arrears  of  pay  and  depreciation ;"  "  and  forpay-^ 
ing  the  wages  of  the  members  of  the  present  General  Assembly,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  examined  several  others  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  examination. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  paying  the  wages  of  the  mem-  ^ 
hers  of  the  present  General  Assembly;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  by  a  resolution  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  of  the  4th  of  June  1783,  the  auditors  of  public 
accounts  were  directed  to  put  William  Sandidge  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  with  an  allowance,  to  commence  in  the 
month  of  October  1781 ;  and  it  appearing  to  this  House,  from  the  petition  of  the  said  Sandidge,  that  his  christian  name 
is  Joseph : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  resolution  of  the  4th  of  June  1783,  directing  the  auditors  of  public  accounts 
to  put  William  Sandidge  on  the  list  of  pensionersf  with  an  allowance,  to  commence  in  the  month  of  October  1781, 
be  rescinded;  and  that  the  auditors  be  directed  to  put  Joseph  Sandidge  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  with  the  same  al- 
lowance. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  a  memorial  and  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read, 
and  are  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  memorial  of  Sampson  Mathews,  setting  forth,  that  he 
did,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  accompanying  an  address  to  liie  people,  obtnin  considerable  su't.s'ol 
puper  money  from  the  inhabitants  of  Augusta,  on  loan  to  the  public,  which  hi  entrusted  to  the  care  of  ;Vlr.  Smyth 
Tandy  to  deliver  at  the  treasury  in  Richniond,  who  on  his  vvay  thither  lost  the  sum  of  4,376/.  13*.  part  thereof;  that 
in  ordpr  to  recover  the  value  thereof  fron  die  said  Smyth  Tandy,  he  institiited  a  suit  in  the  General  Court  against  him 
for  that  purpose,  in  which  he  was  non-suiied;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  relieved  from  the  said  loss,  being  bound  to 
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make  it  good,  and  that  he  may  be  reimbursed  the  costs  of  his  said  suit,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  ought 
to  grant  certificates  to  the  value  of  the  said  sum  of  4,37G/.  13s.  reducing  the  same  by  the  scale  of  depreciation,  in  the 
names  of  the  several  persons  who  advanced  the  same,  agreeable  to  the  Governor's  address;  and  that  they  also  grant 
to  the  memorialist  a  warrant  for  the  amount  of  his  said  cost,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  eastern 
defence. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  part  of  the  petition  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  William 
Darke,  as  prays  that  the  order  which  he  received  from  his  excellency  the  Governor  on  the  treasurer,  which  has  been 
protested  by  him,  for  5,000  lbs.  of  tobacco,  being  for  his  proportion  of  the  tobacco  voted  by  a  resolution  of  Assem- 
bly for  the  relief  of  certain  officers,  pensioners  at  New  York,  of  which  number  he  was  one,  may  be  receivable  in  taxes; 
is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  sucli  other  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  pray  that  the  sum 
of  7,200/.  arlvanced  him  by  a  resolution  of  Assembly,  as  an  officer  of  this  State,  and  drawn  for  him  from  the  public 
treasury  in  April  1781,  but  which  he  did  not  receive  till  the  month  of  June  following,  may  not  be  charged  to  him  at 
the  time  that  it  was  drawn,  but  from  the  time  of  his  receiving  it ;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  tiie  petition  of  Michael  Gratz,  praying  to  be  paid  by  the 
public  for  sundry  merchandizes,  amounting  to  1,425/.  16s.  9f/.  Pennsylvania  cin-rency,  which  he,  and  his  partner  John 
Gibson,  furnished  to  Brigadier  General  George  Rogers  Clarke,  at  Fort  Pitt,  for  the  use  of  an  expedition  against  the 
Indians  several  years  ago,  for  the  payment  of  which  repeated  applications  have  been  made  to  the  Executive  without 
efi'ect ;  and  also,  that  the  expenses  which  the  said  John  Gibson  incurred  in  coming  to  this  place  to  negotiate  the  said 
business,  may  be  reimbursed  him,  agreeable  to  the  undertaking  of  the  said  General  Clarke,  who  has  given  his  private 
bond  with  security  for  the  payment  of  the  said  debt,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  issue  warrants  for 
the  said  debt  when  reduced  into  the  currency  of  this  State,  with  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum  thereon,  from 
tlie  time  that  the  same  became  due,  until  paid;  and  that  the  said  John  Gibson  ought  to  be  allowed  his  said  expenses, 
to  be  settled  by  the  auditors. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Fox,  setting  forth,  that  he  en- 
tered early  into  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain;  that  at  the  action  of  Bran- 
dywine  he  received  several  wounds,  which  rendering  him  unfit  for  service,  he  obtained  permission  from  his  excellen- 
cy General  Washington,  to  retire  from  the  army  till  called  for;  that  upon  a  reduction  of  the  Virginia  line  in  the 
month  of  August  1778,  he  was  left  out  of  the  line,  whereby  he  will  lose  many  emoluments,  and  praying  relief,  is  rea- 
.  sonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  captain  of  the  Virginia  line  in  continental  service,  and 
^Ithe  like  advantages  and  emoluments  allow-ed  to  him  as  are  allowed  to  other  officers  of  the  Virginia  line  in  service,  to 
>•  be  paid  by  this  State,  and  charged  to  the  continent. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thaddy  Kelly,  praying  compensation 
Irom  the  public  for  the  many  services  which  he  rendered  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  during  Lord  Cornwallis's  inva- 
sion, in  giving  him  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  in  executing  many  confidential  and  important 
embassies,  be  rejected ;  the  same  being  a  continental  claim. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Dr.  Robert  Nicolson,  setting  forth,  that 
when  this  State  was  invaded  in  the  year  1781,  he  was  called  upon  to  attend  the  militia  in  service,  as  a  physician, 
••which  services  he  performed  by  attending  them  ninety  days;  that  the  public  stores  being  moved  froui  Williamsburg, 
^no  medicines  could  be  procured,  which  obliged  him  to  furnish  the  necessary  supplies  from  his  private  stock,  for  which, 
as  well  as  for  his  services,  he  has  received  no  compensation,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner 
ought  to  be  allowed  the  pay  of  a  surgeon  during  the  time  that  he  was  in  service;  and  also,  the  sum  of  30/.  for  the 
medicine  chest  by  him  furnished;  and  that  the  auditors  issue  their  warrants  to  the  petitioner  accordingly. 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Moss,  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year 
1781,  he  was  by  the  Executive,  appointed  agent  and  clothier  to  the  Virginia  line,  with  the  rations  and  forage  of  a 
major,  in  addition  to  his  salary;  that  he  cannot  get  his  accounts,  for  some  deficiencies  in  the  said  rations,  settled,  and 
praying  relief;  be  rejected. 

The  1st,  2d,  3d,  5lh,  6th,  7th  and  Bill  resolutions,  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  4th  resolution  was  read  a  second  time;  and  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  2d,  5th  and  7th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  frcmi  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  liad,  accoi^ding  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  three  resolutions  respecting  James  Barnett,  Le  Roy  Peachey,  Thomas  Rose  and  John  Fur- 
bush  Turner,  to  them  recommitted,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  wiiicii  lie  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  tlie  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth  : 

Risolvfd,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition, of  James  Harnett,  setting  forth,  that  in,  the 
years  1780  and  1781,  he  commanded  throe  companies  of  militia  from  the  county  of  Amherst,  who  performed  their 
several  tours  of  duty;  the  pay  rolls  for  which  he  settled  in  the  month  of  September  1781,  and  received  the  money, 
which  the  men  iiave  since  refused  to  accept,  because  of  the  depreciation  of  the  same,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasona- 


f  Elk,  and  on  her  return  was  captured  by  the  enemy ;  and  also,  a  further  com-  i^ 
public  service,  previous  to  her  capture ;  for  which  the  auditors  have  refused  to    ^ 
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ble;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  re-audit  two  of  the  petitioner's  pay  rolls,  for  militia  services  performed  iu  the 
years  1780  and  1781,  and  grant  new  certificates  thereon  in  specie  (it  appearing  to  the  committee,  that  depreciation 
ought  to  have  been  allowed  thereon  by  the  auditors  when  settled  by  them,  as  was  done  in  the  petitioner's  other  pay 
roll,  but  through  some  mistake  was  omitted,)  and  that  the  treasurer  ought  to  receive  from  the  petitioner  the  money  by 
him  drawn  for  the  service  of  his  said  two  companies  of  militia  in  1781. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Le  Roy  Peachey,  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  as  county  lieutenant  of  Richmond,  he  did,  in  the  year  1779,  receive  and  disburse  on  public 
account,  considerable  sums  of  paper  money ;  that  the  auditors  have  refused  to  settle  his  accounts  for  the  same,  except 
by  the  scale  of  depreciation,  wliich  he  conceives  would  in  many  instances  be  unjust,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable ; 
and  that  the  sum  of  4,462/.  5s.  put  into  the  hands  of  William  Peachey,  to  be  applied  to  the  credit  of  the  petitioner, 
in  his  account  with  the  pui)lic,  ought  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  petitioner,  without  depreciation. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  several  claims  of  "the  said  Le  Roy  Peachey  against 
the  public  for  ferriages,  provisions,  &ic.  furnished  the  militia  of  his  county,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  court  of  Claims 
in  the  said  county  of  Richmond,  for  their  inspection  and  decision  thereon. 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Rose  and  John  Furbush  Turner, 
praying  that  a  reasonable  compensation  may  be  made  them  by  the  public  for  a  small  schooner,  which  was  impressed 
from  them  in  the  month  of  January  1777,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  part  of  the  ninth  Virginia  regiment,  from 
tlie  county  of  Accomac  to  the  head  of 
peusation  for  the  time  that  she  was  in 
make  any  allowance,  be  rejected  ;  the  same  being  a  continental  claim. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  2d  and  3d  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concur- 
rence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  allowing  bounties  of  land  to  Tarlton  Woodson  |X» 
and  Reuben  Taylor.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions  of  George  Rogers  Clarke  and  John 
Crittenden,  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  therein,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
the  petition  of  Simon  Nathan  was  referred. 

Mr.  Wallace  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  authorise  and  confirm  marriages  in  certain  cases;"  andW 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time.  ^^ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Selden  :  ^y 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  vest  certain  escheat|F 
ed  lands  in  the  county  of  Kentucky,  in  trustees,  for  a  public  school ;"  also,  to  the  resolution  for  allowing  Anthony  ••^ 
Tucker  Dixon  a  bounty  of  land.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  petitions  of  Thomas  Bentley  and  Francis  Conan  were 
referred,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  come  to  several^ 
resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  iiis  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  tiie  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Thomas  Bentley,  setting  forth,  • 
that  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  the  Kaskaskias,  and  from  his  early  endeavors  to  support 
the  American  cause,  he  has  sustained  great  loss  in  his  property,  and  also  great  injury  in  his  personal  liberty,  having 
been  taken  a  prisoner  by  the  British  in  that  country,  and  detained  by  them  for  a  considerable  ienglli  of  time ;  that  he 
is  greatly  indebted  for  contracts  actually  made  for  the  good  of  the  western  service,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable ; 
and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  13,221  silver  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  his  debt  against  the 
public,  which  appears  to  be  due  to  him  for  supplies  furnished  the  Illinois  troops  ;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  grant 
warrants  to  the  petitioner  for  the  same,  and  allow  him  an  interest  of  five  per  centum  per  annum  thereon,  for  the  term 
of  two  years. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Francis  Conan,  setting  forth,  that 
in  the  years  1778  and  1779,  he  was  called  upon  to  attend  the  troops  under  the  command  of  General  Clarke  in  the 
Illinois  country,  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  ;  that  he  accordingly  engaged  in  that  service,  and  continued  therein  for 
a  considerable  time,  and  actually  furnished  from  his  private  stock  of  medicines  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  use  ot 
the  said  troops,  for  which  a  partial  allowance  has  been  made  him,  and  praying  further  relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that 
the  petitiotier  ought  to  be  allowed  in  full  for  his  said  services  and  medicines  the  sum  of  428/.  7.s  Id.  after  deducting 
thereout  the  sum  which  has  been  advanced  him  ;  and  that  the  auditors  issue  their  warrants  to  the  petitioner  for  such 
balance  as  shall  appear  to  be  due  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  escheated  lands  late  the  property 
of  John  Connolly;"  and  that  Messrs.  Joseph  Jones  and  Andrew  Moore,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions: 

There  having  appeared  to  this  Assembly,  in  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Nathan's  petition,  some  circumstances  un- 
known to  Joseph  Reid  and  William  Bradford,  Esqrs.  of  Philadelphia,  who  were  appointed  lo  arbitrate  the  claim  of 
the  said  Nathan  against  this  State  ; 
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Resolved,  That  the  said  claim,  together  with  all  papers  and  other  testimony  relative  thereto,  be  referred  to  any 
two  gentlemen  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  and 
the  other  by  the  said  Nathan,  who  shall  have  power  to  arbitrate  and  finally  determine  all  disputes  and  controversies 
arising  upon  the  said  claim,  according  to  the  principles  of  law  and  equity;  and  if  they  differ,  to  call  in  a  third  person, 
who  shall  act  as  umpire  therein ;  the  said  Nathan  entering  into  bond  with  security  in  the  penalty  of  15,000/.  payable 
to  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  abide  by  the  award  of  the  said  arbitrators. 

Resolved,  That  the  attorney  general  of  this  Commonwealth,  do  attend  the  said  arbitration,  on  the  part  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  and  that  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  be  empowered  to  draw  on  the  treasurer  for  his  rea- 
sonable expenses  therein. 

Resolved,  That  when  such  arbitration  shall  be  final,  that  his  excellenc}'  the  Governor,  in  case  the  same  should 
be  in  favor  of  the  said  Nathan,  be  empowered  and  required  to  pass  to  the  said  Nathan  notes  of  credit  for  such  balance 
as  shall  appear  due  to  him;  which  shall  be  discharged  out  of  such  funds  as  the  next  session  of  Assembly  shall  provide 
for  this  and  the  other  such  like  State  debts. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  twice  read,  were  amended ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Nelson  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Peachey : 

tMR,  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  directing  the  treasurer  to  grant  Thomas  Dobyns  a 
certificate  for  one  tiiousand  pounds  of  tobacco.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Mi.  Shepherd  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the,  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 
The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  appointing  naval  officers,  and  ascertaining 
their  fees;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  that  the 
«^jCommittee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and 
made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 
Jf        Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne;" 
«^lso,  to  the  resolutions,  respecting  Nathaniel  Fox ;  for  re-auditing  James  Barnett's  pay  roll ;   and  respecting  several 
^^ums  of  money  borrowed  by  Sampson  Mathews  for  the  use  of  government.    And  then  he  withdrew. 

A      A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 
^^        Mr.  Speaker, — The   Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  for  making  an  allowance  to  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  liquidate  claims  in  the  western  country,  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
(K^        The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 
'  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
•'to  ascertain  certain  duties  and  imposts,  and  to  establish  adequate  funds  for  the  discharge  of  this  State's  quota  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Gen.  Nelson  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consider- 
ation, and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move 
the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Doubts  having  arisen,  whether  the  widow  of  any  officer,  soldier,  sailor  or  marine,  who  hath  died  in  the  service 
intestate,  and  without  heirs,  would  be  entitled  to  the  portioji  of  land  due  to  such  officer,  soldier,  sailor  or  marine,  for 
military  services,  or  whether  it  would  not  rather  escheat  to  the  Commonwealth  ; 

Resolved,  That  in  such  case,  the  said  portion  shall  pass  to  the  widow  of  such  officer,  soldier,  sailor  or  marine, 
notwithstanding  any  obscurity  in  the  laws  on  this  subject. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  respecting  the  pay 
and  accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State  line,"  that  they  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  pursuant  to  the  said 
resolution. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  act,   'to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and 
for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act,"  which  lay  on  the  table;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  lo. 
Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  /or  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also  on  the  bills  "for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies;"  and   "to  compel  the  counties  of  Din- 
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widdie,  Essex,  Fauquier,  and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  '  for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to 
serve  in  the  army  ol  the  United  Slates,"   beini;  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  June  25,   1783. 

A  bill,  "  to  authorise  and  confirm  marriages  in  certain  cases;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  tlu'  third  time. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  ascertaining  cer- 
tain taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act;"   was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  to  amend  and  reduce  the  se- 
veral acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into 
one  act." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Braxton  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  appointing  Naval  offi- 
cers, and  ascertaining  their  fees ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts 
of  Assembly,  for  ippointing  Naval  officers,  and,  ascertaining  their  fees." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  paying  the  soldiers  late  from  the  southern  army,  belonging 
to  the  Virginia  continental  line,  three  month's  wages;"  and  that  Messrs.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Edmundson  and  Ruffin, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  that  part  of  tlie  letter  from  the  delegates  in  Congress  foi* 
this  State,  respecting  the  claim  of  Oliver  Pollock,  was  referred,  that  the  committee  had  had  the  same  under  their 
consideration,  and  hsid  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
followeth  : 

It  appears  that  a  considerable  number  of  bills  of  exchange,  on  which  the  said  claim  was  founded,  were  drawn  by 
persons  not  authorised  so  to  do,  aiii  that  the  money  received  for  the  said  bills,  was  applied  to  their  private  use. 

It  also  appears,  that  the  bills  numbered  12,  25  and  34  are  charged  twice  in  the  said  Pollock's  account;  and 
that  bills  drawn  by  a  continental  agent,  are  charged  in  the  said  account. 

It  also  appears,  that  a  considerable  sura  charged  in  the  said  account,  was  for  a  cargo  of  goods  shipped  on  ac- 
count of  Congress,  and  shipwrecked  in  the  Mississippi,  of  which  a  small  part  only  was  applied  to  the  use  of  this  State. 

It  also  appears,  that  there  is  the  sum  of  32,000  dollars  charged  in  the  same  account  as  paid  to  Barbour,  whereas 
from  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  there  appears  to  be  due  to  the  said  Barbour  only  the  sum  of  24,661  dollars. 

It  also  appears,  that  the  bill  numbered  98,  drawn  by  Captain  George  in  favor  of  Philip  Barbour,  for  5,000  dol- 
lars, and  charged  in  the  said  Pollock's  account,  has  been  credited  to  the  said  Barbour  in  his  settlement  with  the  com- 
missioners. 

It  also  appears,  from  the  information  of  Charles  Gratiot,  that  he  negotiated  at  New  Orleanc,  some  bills  of  ex- 
change drawn  by  Gen.  Clarke  upon  Oliver  Pollock,  at  a  discount  of  50  per  centum;  and  that  he  was  obliged  to  take 
the  balance  due  on  tiie  said  bills  in  goods,  at  an  advance  of  25  per  centum  on  the  sellint?  price. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinluii  of  this  committee.  That  the  auditors  ought  to  be  be  directed  to  issue  no  more  war- 
rants in  favor  of  the  said  Oliver  Pd11oc\;  and  tliat  the  treasurer  ought  to  be  directed  to  make  no  further  payments  on 
those  already  issued,  until  further  orders  from  the  General  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the   House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  make  no  further  payments  on  the  warrants  issued  in  favor  of  Daniel 
Clarke,  until  the  furrj-er  order  of  the  General  Assembly.  « 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  bj'  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  paying  the  soldiers  late  from  the  southern 
army,  belonging  to  the  Virginia  continental  line,  three  month's  wages;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Herbert,  praying  to  be  paid  by  the 
public  for  a  negro  slave,  who  was  by  the  county  court  of  Norfolk,  condemned  for  felony  and  executed,  and  by  the  said 
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court,  valued  to  1,500?.  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  ouglit  to  reduce  the  said  valuation  into  specie,  agreeable 
,  >    to  the  scale  of  depreciation,  and  tjrant  a  warrant  to  the  petitioner  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Edward  Sanford  and  Thomas  Sanford,  in- 
spectors of  tobacco  at  Nominy  warehouses,  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  setting  forth,  that  agreeable  to  an  order 
of  the  court  of  the  said  county,  and  being  unacquainted  with  the  particular  appropriation  of  the  tax  on  tobacco,  they 
advanced  and  paid  the  sum  of  113/.  17s.  arising  therefrom,  for  the  necessary  repairs  done  to  the  said  warehouses, 
which  the  auditors  have  refused  to  allow  in  the  settlement  of  their  accounts,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that 
the  auditors  of  public  accounts  be  directed  to  allow  the  said  inspectors,  in  the  settlement  of  their  accounts,  the  sum  of 
113/.   17s.  so  as  aforesaid  applied  to  the  reparation  of  Nominy  warehouse. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Samuel  Taylor,  praying  compensation  from 
the  public  for  the  (rouble  and  expense  which  he  incurred  in  attending  and  boarding  two  sick  soldiers  by  the  names 
of  David  Norton  and  Thomas  Taylor,  and  also  that  he  may  be  reimbursed  the  sum  of  4/.  4s.  paid  Doctor  Reed  for 
attendance  on,  and  medicines  furnished  the  said  Thomas  Taylor,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be 
allowed  three  shillings  per  day  for  attending  and  boarding  the  said  Norton,  and  eight  pence  per  day  for  Taylor,  dur- 
ing the  time  that  they  remained  at  his  house,  and  also  that  he  ought  to  be  reimbursed  the  said  sum  of  4/.  4s. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Sarah  Sanford,  administratrix  of  James 
Wilson,  deceased,  iu  behalf  of  her  testator,  praying  to  be  paid  by  the  public  for  a  negro  slave,  who  was  by  the  coun- 
ty court  of  Norfolk,  condemned  for  treason  and  robbery,  and  executed,  and  by  the  said  court  valued  at  2, 000/.  is  rea- 
sonable ;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  reduce  the  said  valuation  into  specie,  agreeable  to  the  scale  of  depreciation, 
and  grant  a  warrant  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  said  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  two  resolutions,  respecting  Alexander  Kilpatrick  and  Michael  Giatz,  to  them  recommitted,  and 
had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  ta- 
ble, where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com,m.ittee,  That  such  part  of  the  petition  of  Alexander  Kilpatrick,  late  jai- 
ler of  Augusta  county,  as  pravs  an  additional  allowance  from  the  public  for  the  maintenance  of  sundry  criminals,  to- 
ries  and  deserters,  committed  to  his  jail  from  the  neighboring  counties,  because  of  the  insufficiency  of  their  jails,  is 
reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  one  shilling  per  day  for  every  such  person  so  committed,  for 
which  the  auditors  ought  to  grant  their  warrant,  after  deducting  the  sum  already  paid  the  petitioner,  on  account  of  such 
criminals. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  a  like 
'     allowance  may  be  made  iiini  for  all  other  criminals  committed  within  the  said  county  of  Augusta,  whilst  he  acted  as 
jailer,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Michael  Gratz,  praying  to  be  paid  by  the  ■ 
public  for  sundry  merchandizes  amounting  to  1,425/.  16s.  9d.  Pennsylvania  currency,  which  he  and  his  partner  John 
'  Gibson,  furnished  to  Brigadier  General  George  Rogers  Clarke,  at  Fort  Pitt,  for  the  use  of  an  expedition  which  was 
planned  in  the  year  1781  against  Detroit,  but  afterwards  directed  against  the  Indian  settlements,  for  the  payment  of 
which  repeated  V]'plications  have  been  made  to  die  Executive  without  effect ;  and  also  that  the  expenses  which  the  said 
John  Gibson  incurred  in  coming  to  this  place  to  negotiate  the  said  business,  may  be  reimbursed  him  agreeable  to  tlu- 
undertaking  of  the  said  General  Clarke,  who  has  given  his  private  bond  with  security  for  the  payment  oif  the  said 
debt  and  expenses,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  issue  their  warrants  for  the  said  debt,  when  reduceii 
into  tlie  currency  of  this  State,  witli  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum  thereon,  from  the  time  that  the  same  be- 
came due;  and  that  the  said  John  Gibson  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  137/.  Ss.  for  his  said  expenses;  to  be  paiii 
together  with  die  aforesaid  debt,  out  of  the  military  fund. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st  and  3d  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence 

Mr.  Joseph  Jones  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  escheated  lands,  late  the 
properly  of  John  Connolly;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
lime. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee ; 

tMR.  Si'|.;akf,r, — The  Senate'  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  arbitrating  Simon  Nathan's  claim;  making  tiic 
tobacco  \()ted  William  Darke,  wliilst  a  prisoner  in  New  York,  payable  in  taxes;  for  putting  Joseph  Sandidge  on  the 
list  of  pensioners ;  for  applying  a  sum  of  money  to  the  credit  of  Le  Roy  Peachey,  « ithout  depreciation ;  and  for  re- 
ferring the  claims  of  Le  Roy  Peachey  against  the  public  to  a  court  of  Claims ;  and  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Henderson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  o 
'  an  act,  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates;"  and  tlie  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  die  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  ascertain  certain  duties  and  imposts,  and  to  establish  adequate  funds  for  the  discharge  of  this  State's  quota  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debt  of  die  United  States;"  and  after  some  time  spent  dierein,  Mr.  Speaker  resum- 
ed the  chair,  and  Mr.  Banister  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under 
their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto;  which  he  read  in  his 
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place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  tlie 
House.  A|ft 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time.  ^^ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  respecting  Oliver  Pollock  and  Daniel  Clarke.  And 
then  he  withdrew. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  cer- 
tain certificates; "  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to- 
morrow. 

A  bill,  "  for  paying  the  soldiers  late  from  the  southern  army,  belonging  to  the  Virginia  continental  line,  three 
months  wages;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time.  4^ 

A  bill,  "  to  suspend  tlie  sale  of  certain  escheated  lands,  late  the  property  of  "John  Connolly;"  was  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  tlie  whole  House  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution,  respecting  Francis  Tay- 
lor, be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  therein. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Moore  do  carry  the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  to  whom  the  bill  for  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Hampden 
Sydney,  and  afibrding  them  public  assistance,  was  committed,  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  therein. 

The  amendment  following  was  then  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  said  bill,  viz:  "  Strike  out  the  last  clause  of  the 
bill." 

And  the  said  amendment  was  twice  read ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  as  amended,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  a  return  from  the  commissioners  appoint- 
ed to  liquidate  the  western  accounts;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies;"  "to  compel  the  counties  of  Dinwid- 
dle, Essex,  Fauquier,  and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  '  for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to 
serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States;"  and  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  '  for  giving  further  time 
to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Officej  and  for 
other  purposes,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  June  26,  1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  paying  the  soldiers  late  from  the  southern  army,  belonging  to  the  Virginia  continental 
ine,  three  months  wages ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  paying  the  soldiers  late  from  the  southern 
army,  belonging  to  the  Virginia  continental  line,  three  months  wages." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  examined  several  others,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  examination. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Hampden  Sydney,  and  afibrding  them  public  assistance ;" 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  for  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Hampden 
Sydney.'' 

Ordered,  That  General  Lawson  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  escheated  lands,  late  the  property  of  John  Connolly;"  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  escheated  lands, . 
iate  the  property  of  John  Connolly."  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  authorise  and  confirm  marriages  in  certain  cases;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  authorise  and  confirm  marriages  in  certain 
■cases."  ( 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wallace  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
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A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 
^  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  lor  paj'ing  Francis  Conan  a  sum  of  money;  also, 
to  the  bills  "for  paying  the  soldiers  late  from  the  southern  army,  belonging  to  the  Virginia  continental  line,  thi-ee 
months  wages;"  and  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  appointing  Naval  offi- 
cers, and  ascertaining  their  fees ;"  « ith  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and 
others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Bassett: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  respecting  Thomas  Bentley.  And  then  he  with- 
drew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  a  body  of  troops  of  this  State's  hne,  in  the  continental  array,  has  lately  arrived  in  the  town  of  Rich- 
mond from  the  southward,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Parker,  and  other  troops  of  the  same  line  are  daily  expected 
to  arrive  in  this  State  from  tiie  south,  and  as  no  provision,  that  is  known  to  the  legislature,  hath  been  made  for  ad- 
vancing three  month's  pay  to  the  said  troops,  previous  to  their  being  furloughed,  as  hath  in  like  cases  been  done  to 
the  otlier  troops  in  the  service  of  tlie  United  States,  and  the  General  Assembly  considering  that  it  would  be  very  un- 
just and  ungenerous  to  send  these  brave  troops  home,  after  their  long,  dang'rous,  and  meritorious  services,  without 
that  reasonable  advance  of  pay,  which  has  been  extended  to  all  others  of  the  continental  troops  at  the  time  of  fur- 
lough, have  directed  a  sum  equal  to  three  month's  pay,  to  be  advanced  the  said  troops,  out  of  the  treasur)'  of  this 
State. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  to  inform  that  l»onora- 
able  body  of  this  proceeding  and  its  cause,  and  to  move  Congress  that  the  sum  so  advanced,  be  permitted  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  next  payment  to  be  made  by  the  treasury  of  this  State,  to  the  continental  receiver  here ;  and  that  this 
resolve  be  transmitted  to  the  delegates  in  Congress  by  the  Governor. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  tlieir  concurrence. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented,  accorcUng  to  order,  a  bill  "directing  the  auditors  to  issue  warrants  in  certain  cases;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  ascertain  certain  duties  and  imposts,  and  to  establish  adequate  funds  for  the  discharge 
of  this  State's  quota  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States ;''  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
blanks  therein  filled  up. 

The  said  bill  being  on  its  passage,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  previous  question  being  put,  that  the  question 
for  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  be  not  now  put ; 

It  was  resolved  in  the  afhrmative. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  commissioners  for  superintending  the  defence  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  be  directed  to  sell  all 
the  armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  public,  except  the  boats  Liberty  and  Patriot,  in  such  manner  as  they  think  most 
advantageous;  first  making  an  oflt;r  of  the  ship  Cormorant  to  Congress;  and  that  the}'  be  directed  to  settle  their  ac- 
counts with  the  auditors,  and  pay  any  balances  that  may  be  in  their  hands,  after  deducting  all  reasonable  expenses, 
to  the  treasurer. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Newton  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  levy  certain  duties  for  the  use  of  Congress;"  and  tliat 
Jlessrs.  Tazewell,  Banister  and  Joseph  Jones,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  hill 
'•to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certifi- 
cates;" and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  j\Iann  Page  reported,  that  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  hill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  throiich  the  same,  and 
made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  hy  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  ^Ir.  Lee:  ^ 

^  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  recede  from  their  3d  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "to  amend 
and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  appointing  Naval  officers,  and  ascertaining  their  fees." 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  'for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificated  for  pre- 
emption rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  cliair,  and  Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  that  the  conunittee  had.  according  to  order, 
had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto», 
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which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  Michael  Gratz ;  and|g^ 
to  the  resolutions,  respecting  Samuel  Taylor  and  Col.  Francis  Taylor.     And  then  he  withdrew.  • 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  appropriating  the  public  revenue;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
lo  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Willam  Buck- 
ner,  collector  of  the  levies  of  the  parish  of  St.  Thomas,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  be  deferred  to  the  next  session  of 
Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  General  Weedon,  in  behalf  of  the  heir  of 
General  Mercer,  deceased,  praying  that  as  the  said  heir  is  deaf  and  dumb,  the  bounty  in  lands  to  which  he  is  entitled 
by  the  death  of  his  said  father,  may  be  vested  in  trustees,  for  his  benefit  and  advantage,  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Paul  Woolfolk  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  re- 
solutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Paul  Woolfolk,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  warrants  issued  to  the  said  Paul  Woolfolk,  for  his 
services  as  an  assistant  to  Tliomas  Smith,  in  stating  the  accounts  of  this  Commonwealth  against  the  United  States, 
by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  tiie  Assembly,  in  October  1781,  ought  to  be  received  by  the  treasurer  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  warrants  issued  to  the  officers  of  civil  government. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  se- 
veral resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Matthew  Pope  was  in  the  year  1777,  appointed  senior  surgeon  to  the  hospi- 
tal in  this  State,  who  acted  in  that  capacity  until  the  said  hospital  was  discontinued,  when  he  was  immediately  ap- 
pointed surgeon  to  Col.  Marshall's  regiment,  in  which  he  served  until  the  month  of  October  1780,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Executive,  surgeon  and  apothecary  to  the  troops  in  the  service  of  this  State,  and  continued  to  act  in 
that  capacity,  until  the  month  of  January  1782. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Joseph  Hay  acted  as  surgeon's  mate  to  Dr.  Gait,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  war  until  July  1777,  when  he  was  appointed  by  the  Executive  apothecary  to  the  general  hospital,  in  which  capa- 
city he  acted  until  the  month  of  December  1779,  when  the  said  hospital  was  discontinued. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.   That  the  petition  of  the  said  Matthew  Pope,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  Matthew  Pope,  ought  to  be  allowed  the  same 
bounty  in  lands,  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  regimental  surgeon. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Joseph  Hay,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  Joseph  Hay,  ought  to  be  allowed  the  same  bounty 
in  laaids  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  regimental  surgeon. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Mr-  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  resolution  respecting  the  honorable  James  Monroe,  to  them  recommitted, 
and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

It  appeai-s  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  James  Monroe,  in  January  1776,  joined  the  3d  V^irginia  regiment,  in 
which  he  served  in  the  character  of  lieutenant,  during  the  said  campaign;  that  at  the  close  thereof  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  a  captaincy  in  one  of  the  additional  regiments  ordered  to  be  raised  by  Congress,  under  the  command  of 
CoL  Thruston ;  that  from  that  office  he  was  appointed  an  aid-de-camp  to  Major  General  Lord  Stirling,  with  the  rank 
of  major,  which  rank  he  held  during  the  campaigns  of  1777  and  1778,  and  until  the  latter  end  of  February  1779, 
when  he  withdrew  from  the  army,  in  consequence  of  the  arrangement  at  White  Plains. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  James  Monroe,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Monroe,  ought  to  be  allowed  the  same  bounty  in  lands  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  ma- 
jor  in  the  continental  army. 

Ordered,  That  ftlr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Z  2 
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Mr.  Mami  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  tliat  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  resolution,  respecting  Francis  Taylor,  to  them  recommitted,  and  had 
agreed  to  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in 
at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 
\  And  it  appears  to  the  committee,  that  the  said  Francis  Taylor  was,  in  the  year  1776,  appointed  a  captain  of  a 

company  in  the  second  Virginia  regiment;  tliat  he  continued  to  act  in  that  capacity  until  the  year  1778,  when  he  was 
appointed  a  major,  and  by  the  arrangement  at  White  Plains  in  the  month  of  September  in  the  said  year,  he  became 
a  supernumerary  oflicer,  being  a  junior  major. 

It  also  appears,  that  the  said  Francis  Taylor  was,  on  the  24th  of  December  in  the  said  year  1778,  appointed  and 
commissioned  a  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  battalion  of  volunteers,  to  guard  the  British  prisoners;  that  on  the  5th  of 
March  following,  he  was  appointed  and  commissioned  colonel  of  the  said  regiment,  and  continued  in  the  service  imtil 
the  month  of  Juno  1781,  when  the  said  regiment  was  disbanded. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  ojnnion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Francis  Taylor,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  Francis  Taylor  ought  to  be  allowed  the  same  bounty 
in  lands,  as  is  given  by  law  to  a  major  in  the  continental  army. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  books  of  the  solicitor,  and  the  business 
of  his  office,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  examhicd  the  same,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come 
to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  aiterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  the  solicitor  has  done  the  following  sei-vices: 

That  he  had  compared  the  auditors'  day-book  and  vouchers  to  May  1781 ;  the  journal  and  day-liook  from  No- 
vember 1778,  to  November  1780;  that  in  December  1780,  he  was  appointed  solicitor,  but  acted  as  auditor  at  the  de- 
sire of  the  Executive,  until  the  24th  of  January  1781,  and  had  die  auditors'  books  to  examine  from  December  1778. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  auditors'  leger  for  paper  money  transactions,  was  posted  up  only 
to  June  1782;  their  journal  to  August  1782;  and  their  specie  accounts  journalized  to  September  1782;  that  the  so- 
licitor had  only  retained  one  clerk  in  his  service,  unless  for  the  account  with  the  continent. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  solicitor  had  examined  the  auditors'  journal  and  leger  from  De- 
rember  1778,  to  March  1780,  and  has  laid  periodical  lists  of  balances,  and  general  states  of  expenditures,  before  the 
House  of  Delegates. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  judgments  have  not  been  moved  for  by  the  solicitor,  against  indivi- 
duals, because  the  auditor's  books  are  not  posted,  and  that  the  solicitor  has  been  obliged  to  keep  separate  accounts  with 
the  sheriffs  and  naval  officers,  distinct  from  the  auditors,  to  enable  his  proceeding  against  them. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  vouchers,  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  auditors  office  as  a  board, 
:ind  since  its  establishment,  to  January  1781,  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  a  general  state  of  expenditures  is  made  out  from  September  1775,  to 
January  1781,  and  a  particular  account  of  expenditures  from  January  1781,  to  January  1782,  for  the  purpose  of  ad- 
justing the  account  of  tills  Commonwealth  against  Congress ;  and  that  from  January  1782,  the  continental  account 
uill  be  stated  in  the  auditors'  books. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  all  clerks  to  be  appointed  by  the  solicitor,  under  "  an  act,  for  the  more  effectual  col- 
lecdoii  of  taxes  and  public  dues,"  ought  to  have  their  warrants  put  upon  the  same  footing  with  other  officers  of  the  ci- 
vil government. 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  ought  to  be  empowered  to  continue  the  present  number  of  their  clerks,  until  further 
directions  of  the  Assembly. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Zane  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  give  further  time  for  the  proliation  of  deeds  and  other  instru- 
uients  of  vv;i-iting,  which  have  been  prevented  being  done  according  to  law;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bdl,  "for  dissolving  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Lynnhaven,  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  appropriating  the  public  revenue;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "to  give  furdier  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instrumf'T-  of  writing,  which  lune  Iiecn  pre- 
vented being  done  according  to  law;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Zane  and 
Nicholas. 

A  bill,  "  directing  the  auditors  to  issue  warrants  in  certain  cases ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  info  a  conimiltec  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  regulating  the  practice  of  Xttornies;"  and  "to  compel  the  counties  of  Din- 
widdle, Essex,  Fauquier,  and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  '  for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to 
serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,"  beino;  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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An  engrossed  bill,  '•  to  mnend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  •  an  act,  lor  calliuc;  in  and  iv- 
deeming  certain  certificates ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  an 
act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates." 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Henderson  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  examined  several  others,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  examination. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  ob- 
tain warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys. to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  for 
settlement  rights,  and  to  locate  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  directing  the  auditors  to  issue  warrants  in  certain  cases,"  was  read  die  third  time;  and  on  the 
question  being  put  that  the  said  bill  do  pass,  ^ 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  ^ 

Ayes         82,  Noes         6. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  of  the  said  bill  be,  "  an  act,  directing  the  auditors  to  issue  warrants  in  certain  cases." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Strother,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  William  Moore; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  aj'es  and  noes  on  the  question  for  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  be  inserted  in  the 
Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Abraham  Outten,  Thomas  Parramore,  George  Nicholas, 
Edward  Carter,  William  Cabell,  Nicholas  Cabell,  Samuel  Sherwin,  Zachariah  Johnston,  John  Cunningham,  Robert 
Clarke,  Thomas  Liimjikin,  Adam  Stephen,  Moses  Hunter,  Archibald  Stuart,  Andrew  Meade,  Thomas  Claiborne, 
John  Ward,  Robert  Gilchrist,  John  Taylor,  William  Green  Munford,  Joel  Watkins,  Robert  Goode,  George  Carring- 
ton.  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  James  Pendleton,  John  Banister,  William  Watkins,  George  Wray,  Spencer  Roane,  John 
Edmundson,  Alexander  Henderson,  Charles  Broadwater,  John  Powell,  Alexander  White,  Thomas  Smith,  Thomas 
Mann  Randolph,  Thomas  Underwood,  James  Mason,  Isaac  Coles,  Bartlett  Anderson,  Garland  Anderson,  Nathaniel^l 
Wilkinson,  Hugh  Innes,  William  Norvell,  Thomas  Coleman,  Henry  Todd,  Joseph  Jones,  Henry  Towles,  James  Ball,  ^ 
jun.  Stephens  Thomson  Mason,  Thomas  Johnson,  jun.  Henry  Stokes,  Edward  Ragsdale,  Samuel  Goode,  Maurice 
Smith,  William  Curtis,  Francis  Worman,  James  Campbell,  William  Dandridge,  jun.  John  Kearnes,  John  Bowdoin, 
Isaac  Avery,  John  Heath,  Benjamin  Lanldbrd,  William  Dix,  William  Mayo,  William  Ronald,  Robert  Lawson,  Ed- 
mund Ruffin,  jun.  Benjamin  Harrison,  John  Thorowgood,  Thomas  Kemp,  Alexander  Scott  Bullitt,  Abraham  Bird.^^ 
John  Rogers,  John  Taylor,  Mann  Page,  Richard  Cocke,  Gray  Judkins,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.%1 
and  Thomas  Newton. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  French  Strother,  John  Barker,  James  M'Craw,  Turner 
Southall,  William  Moore  and  Richard  Bibb. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord-  W 
ing  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  memorial  of  John  Campbell,   to  them  referred,  and   had  agreed  to  a 
report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  :  / 

It   appears   to  your  committee,  by  a   resolution  passed   by  the  Assembly  on   the   2.3d   of  June  1780,  that  the  /\ 

agreement  made  on  the  31st  day  of  August  1779,  between  James  Madison  and  Robert  Andrews,  commissioners  for  /  - 

the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  George  Bryan,  John  Ewing  and  David  Rittenhouse,  commissioners  for  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylviuiia,  be  ratified  and  finally  confirmed,  to  wit:  "that  the  line  commonly  called  Mason's  and 
Dixon's  line,  be  extended  due  west  five  degrees  of  longitude,  to  be  computed  from  the  river  Delaware  for  the  southern 
boundary  of  Pennsylvania;  and  that  a  ineriilian  drawn  from  the  western  extremity  thereof,  to  the  northern  limits  of 
the  said  States  respectively,  be  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  forever  ;  On  condition,  that  the  private  pro- 
perty and  rights  of  all  persons  acquired  under,  founded  on,  or  reco!.',iii7.ed  by  the  laws  of  either  country,  previous  to 
the  date  hereof,  be  saved  and  confirmen  to  them,  although  they  should  be  found  to  fall  within  the  other;  and  that  in 
the  d-rision  of  disputes  tliereupon,  preference  shall  be  given  to  the  elfler  or  prior  right,  whichever  of  the  said  Siates 
the  S'me  shall  have  been  acquired  under,  such  persons  paying  to  that  State,  wilhin  whose  boundary  their  lands  shall 
b<  i, eluded,  the  same  purchase  or  consideration  money  which  would  have  been  due  from  them  to  the  Slate  under 
which  tliey  claimed  the  right;  and  where  any  such  purchase  or  consideration  money  hath,  since  the  declaration  of 
Ainericaii  Independence,  been  received  by  either  State  for  lands,  which,  arcordin;^-  to  the  before  recited  agreement, 
shall  fall  Within  the  territory  of  the  other,  the  same  shall  be  reciprocally  refiinder!  and  repaid." 


/ 


It  also  appears,  that  the  said  John  Campbell  hath  lately  returned  from  a  captivity  of  three  years,  and  that  from  / 

~      V 


his  confinement,  he  was  unable  to  secure  his  title  to  lands  taken  up  under  the  laws  of,  and  supposed  to  lie  in  this  State, 
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but  are  said  to  be  within  the  territory  ceded  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  which  means  there  is  danger  of  his  title 
to  the  said  lands  not  being  coniirmed  without  the  payment  of  a  large  sum  of  money,  as  that  State,  it  is  suggested, 
makes  no  distinction  between  the  settlers  on  the  lands  within  their  chartered  limits  and  those  ceded  by  this  State: 
that  the  militia  officers  labor  under  difficulties  from  the  apprehension  of  suits  being  commenced  against  them,  by  the 
individuals  who  were  called  into  militia  service  under  the  laws  of  this  State ;  that  a  judgment  hath  already  been  ob- 
tained against  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cox,  for  a  considerable  sum  on  that  account,  and  that  suits  are  now  depending 
against  two  others  for  the  same  cause. 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  Governor  ought  to  be  desired  to  write  to  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  reminding  them  of  the  terms  of  the  cession,  as  contained  in  the  said  resolution  of 
the  23d  of  June  1780,  and  requesting  that  the  Legislative,  Executive  and  Judiciary  departments  of  that  State  will,  in 
all  their  proceedings,  conform  to  the  spirit  and  intention  thereof. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  Executive  ought  to  appoint  a  surveyor  or  surveyors,  in 
conjunction  with  others  to  be  appointed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  run  the  boundary  lines,  as  agreed  to  by  the 
commissioners  from  each  State,  at  Baltimore,  in  the  year  1779,  to  be  binding  on  this  State,  in  case  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania shall  conform  to  the  conditions  of  the  said  cession. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  IMann  Page  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Bassett : 
^         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  for  allowing  a  sum  of  money  to  Dr.  Robert  Nicol- 
son.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  dissolving  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Lynnhaven,  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne;"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  dissolving  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Lynn- 
haven,  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue  ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Thruston  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consi- 
deration, and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee  : 
r  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  en- 

titled '  an  act,  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates  j"  and  "  directing  the  auditors  to  issue  warrants  in 
certain  cases."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Selden : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker ;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  making  certain  allowances  to  Sarah 
Saiiford,  John  Herbert  and  Alexander  Kilpatrick  ;  for  continuing  the  present  number  of  auditors'  clerks;  making 
the  warrants  granted  to  Paul  Woolfolk  receivable  in  taxes;  for  putting  the  solicitor's  clerks  upon  the  same  footing 
with  other  officers  of  government;  and  directing  the  commissioners  for  the  eastern  defence,  to  sell  the  armed  vessels 
-belonging  to  the  State;  also,  they  agreed  to  the  bills  "to  autliorise  and  confirm  marriages  in  certain  cases;"  "to 
^  amend  the  act,  '  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for 
establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act ;"  "  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  escheated  lands,  late  the  property 
of  John  Connolly  ;"  and  "  for  in(-orporating  the  trustees  of  Hampden  Sydney,"  with  several  amendments,  to  wliicb 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  comtnittee  of  the  whole  House  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  upon  the  resolutions 
committed  to  the  said  committee,  respecting  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  continental  line. 

A  motitm  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  it  would  be  improper  to  determine  upon  that  part  of  the  memorial  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Virginia  line  ou  continental  establishment,  presented  to  this  session  of  Assembly,  which  prays  for  a  grant  of  lands 
on  the  north  westerly  side  of  the  Ohio,  until  it  is  known  whether  Congress  will  accept  of  the  cession  of  that  country 
in  the  manner  proposed  by  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  That  as  soon  as  the  business  of  the  said  cession  shall  be  finally  determined  on,  the  consideration  of  theS 
said  memorial  ought  to  be  resumed  and  complied  with,  as  far  as  may  consist  with  the  terms  of  such  cession. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Congress,  be  instructed  to  apply  to  Congress  to  agree  to^ 
such  alteration  in  the  terms  of  the  cession,  as  may  enable  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Cominonwenlth  to  comply 
with  the  prayer  of  the  said  memorial;  and  that  the  Executive  be  desired  to  transmit  this  resolution,  with  a  copy  of  the' 
said  memorial,  to  our  delegates  in  Congress. 

And  ilie  siiid  resolutions  being  severally  twice  read  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Order: d,  1  Init  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 
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Resolved,  Thai  the  Governor,  witli  advice  of  Council,  do  appoint  some  proper  person  or  persons,  to  procure  men, 
provisions,  and  other  necessaries,  for  the  boats  Liberty  and  Patriot,  and  to  keep  them  manned  and  equipped,  in  such 
manner  as  to  prevent  running  of  goods  subject  to  duties. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  do  carry  the  resohition  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  General  Lincoln,  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  tlie  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Thruston  report- 
ed, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  tlieir  consideration,  and 
had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follov.'eth : 

Resolved,  (hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  an  act  ought  to  pass,- to  authorise  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  to  procure  ten  acres  of  land  in  this  State,  for  the  public  use. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Messrs.  Thruston,  Richard 
Henry  liee,  Nicholas,  Page  and  White,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  tiie  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealtli. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  for  incorporating  the  trustees  o^ 
Hampden  Sydney  ;"  and  the  same  being  read  were  agreed  to.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lawson  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  the  Governor  wiih  the  advice  of  the  Council,  is  by  an  act  of  the  present  session  empowered  to  enlist  a 
guard  for  the  pubhc  jail;  and  it  is  judged  that  it  will  be  less  expensive,  and  the  criminals  equally  secure,  (v/ere  a  brick 
wall  built  around  the  new  prison,)  without  such  guard. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  tiie  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  be  empowered  and  required  to  cause  the 
public  directors  to  have  a  brick  wall  built  around  the  new  prison,  if  it  shall  appear  to  them  more  expedient  than  the 
keeping  up  such  guard,  the  expense  of  which  shall,  by  order  of  the  Executive,  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  conmiittee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Charles  Gratiot,  attorney  for  Godfrey  Linetot, 
was  referred,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  to  a 
report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  that  there  is  due  to  Godfrey  Linetot  the  sura  of  5,155  dollars. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  treasurer  ought  to  be  directed  to  pay  to  Charles  Gratiot, 
attorney  for  the  said  Linetot,  the  sum  of  300  dollars  for  his  present  relief;  and  that  the  auditors  issue  their  warrants 
for  the  balance,  with  an  allowance  of  two  years  interest,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  per  annum,  to  be  paid  out  of 
such  fund  as  shall  be  hereafter  established  for  the  payment  of  debts  of  a  similar  kind. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  bill  of  exchange  numbered  eight,  ought  to  be  returned 
10  the  said  Charles  Gratiot. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Braxton  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  directors  of  the  public  buildings  in  the 
city  of  Richmond,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  proceeded  therein,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  increase  of  tlie  said  city  on  Shockoe  hill  has  been,  and  must  continue  to 
be  retarded,  as  long  as  it  remains  uncertain  from  the  present  rumors,  whether  the  public  buildings  are  to  be  erected  on 
said  hill  or  Richmond  hill :  that,  from  a  confidence  founded  on  an  act  of  Assembly  constituting  the  said  directors,  and 
their  subsequent  proceedings,  by  which  Shocko?  hill  has  been  determined  to  be  a  fit  place  and  situation  fo»-  those 
buildings,  several  persons  have  purchased  lots  and  built  houses  thereon,  most  of  their  purchases  having  been  dictated 
by  an  expectation  of  being  in  some  manner  occupied  in  public  business,  the  injury  will  be  doubled  to  them  by  the 
necessity  of  purchasing  again  from  the  holders  of  lands  on  Richmond  hill,  who,  (there  being  only  two  proprietors,) 
would  be  more  free  from  the  control,  which  competition  imposes  upon  prices;  that  this  inconvenience  will  not  be 
confined  to  the  oflicers  of  government  alone,  but  to  all  who  from  any  motive  may  be  led  to  establish  themselves  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  houses  of  State  : 

That  tlie  Commonwealth  have  a  property  in  the  following  lots  and  tenements,  now  applied  to  public  uses  and  ac- 
cruing under  the  acts  of  sequestration  and  confiscation,  to  wit:  Cunningham  k.  Company,  in  which  the  Assembly  sit, 
of  the  supposed  value  of  2,4001.  Minzie's  store,  now  in  charge  of  the  quarter-u; aster,  of  the  supposed  value  of 
1,000/.  Of  three  unimproved  lots,  and  two  acres  and  an  half  of  land  used  by  the  pcblic  artificers,  of  the  supposed 
value  of  850?.  French  and  Crawford's  tenements,  employed  for  a  treasury,  printing  olii'-e,  and  issuine'  hiuse,  of  the 
supposed  value  of  1,500L  James  M'Dowell's  half  of  Buchanan  &i  M'Dowell's  tenement,  occupied  by  the  auditors, 
A  3 
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of  the  supposed  value  of  800Z.  And  a  lot  of  Andrew  Chalmer's,  on  which  fonnerly  stood  a  store-house,  burned  by 
Anioki,  of  the  supposed  value  of  151.  The  whole  amount  of  which  supposed  value  is  6,625/.  That  it  is  calculated 
(but  in  this  accuracy  is  by  no  means  affected)  that  the  transfer  of  the  puhlic  buildings  from  Shockce  to  Richmond 
hill,  will  occasion  a  probable  diminution  of  value  even  as  far  as  4000/.  and  indeed  aij  important  one,  as  those  tene- 
ments are  used  for  the  temporary  purposes  of  government,  and  will  be  sold  as  soon  as  an  establishment  takes  place. 

That  the  Commonwealth  is  further  entitled  to,  and  have  actually  paid  for,  the  tenement  and  four  lots  now  occu- 
pied by  the  Governor,  of  the  probable  value  of  2000/. ;  and  of  Zachariah  Rowland's  tenement,  with  one  lot,  of  the 
probable  value  of  1.000/.;  and  that  the  diflerence  of  worth  produced  by  the  exchange  of  the  situation  of  the  public 
buildings  will  amount  to  nearly  1,750/. 

That,  for  the  permanent  uses  of  government,  the  directors  have  resolved  to  appropriate  nineteen  lots  on  Shockee 
hill,  besides  Marsden's  and  Rowland's  tenements,  which  are  already  paid  for;  that  the  sura  of  money  which  will  pro- 
bably be  required  for  the  purchase  of  those  nineteen  lots  (estimate  by  what  such  lots  lately  sold  for)  will  not  exceed 
1,936/. 

That  the  said  directors  have,  agreeable  to  an  act  of  Assembly,  annexed  to  the  city  of  Richmond  forty-five  lots  on 
Shockce  hill,  laid  off  from  tiie  lands  of  Horatio  Turpin ;  forty-eight  lots  on  Richmond  hill,  laid  off  from  the  lands  of 
Richard  Adams;  and  having  surveyed  the  boundaries,  they  intend  further  to  annex  to  the  said  city  about  sixty  lots 
from  the  lands  of  Charles  Lewis,  part  lying  on  Richmond  hill,  adjoining  the  lots  of  the  said  Adams,  towards  Gillie's 
creek:  the  remainder,  including  all  the  lands  of  the  said  Lewis  below  the  hill  and  to  the  westward  of  said  creek. 

That  Richard  Adams,  Esq.  one  of  the  two  proprietors  of  the  lots  on  Richmond  hill,  and  Horatio  Turpin,  one  of 
\he  many  proprietors  on  Shocka'  hill,  and  owner  of  the  most  valuable  lots  thereon  fit  for  public  use,  appeared  in  per- 
son before  your  committee;  that  the  said  Adams  has  offered  for  public  benefit,  as  a  donation,  twelve  lots  of  land  on 
Richmond  hill,  fit,  in  his  opinion,  for  the  public  buildings ;  and  the  said  Turpin  has  ofl'ered,  in  the  same  manner,  two 
acres  and  a  half  or  five  lots  upon  the  hill,  on  which  the  house  now  used  by  the  Executive  stands,  he  to  be  paid  for  the 
public  buildings  thereon  a  reasonable  consideration,  supposed  they  are  worth  about  400/.  That  it  is  proposed  by  the 
said  directors  to  restore  to  the  said  Turpin  all  the  rest  of  the  ground  taken  from  him  for  public  use,  waiting  till  a 
future  day  for  the  purchase  of  a  pasture,  and  what  further  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Governor's  square : 
that  several  lots  more  must  be  purchased  from  the  said  Adams  if  the  public  buildings  should  be  erected  on  Richmond 
hill. 

The  said  directors  entreated  your  committee,  to  move  for  a  speedy  decision  of  this  doubtful  point,  and  to  call  to 
mind  how  much  tlie  purchasers  of  lots  on  Shockce  hill  have  relied  on  the  plighted  faith  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  present  and  future  holders  of  lots  on  Shockce  hill  he 
assured  that  it  is  the  determination  of  the  General  Assembly  to  continue  the  preference  hitherto  given  to  Shockce  hill, 
as  the  situation  of  the  public  buildings;  and  that  the  directors  make  a  full  report  of  their  proceedings  to  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  treasurer  pay  to  the  directors  of  the  public  buildings 
so  much  money,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  complete  the  payinent  to  the  workmen  for  building  the  public  jail,  so  soon  as 
(he  same  shall  be  completed,  out  of  the  money  received  for  the  soldiers  tax,  or,  that  arising  from  the  tax  on  tobacco, 
lor  the  defence  of  the  bay. 

The  first  resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  the  amemlment  following  was  proposed  to  be  made  thereto,  viz: 
strike  out  from  the  word  "  that"  in  the  second  place  of  the  first  line  to  the  end  of  the  resolution,  and  insert  "  the  seat 
of  government  ought  to  be  removed  from  the  city  of  Richmond  to  the  city  of  Williamsburg." 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes         55,  Noes         39. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolution. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  subsequent  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Braxton  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  William  Cabell,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Stuart; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  first 
of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Abraham  Outten,  Adam  Stephen,  Moses  Hunter,  WiHiam 
Green  Munford,  George  Wray,  Spencer  Roane,  John  Edmundson,  John  Barker,  Thomas  Smith,  William  Norvell, 
William  Nelson,  Henry  Todd,  Joseph  Jones,  Carter  Braxton,  Henry  Towles,  Stephens  Thomson  Mason,  John  Carter, 
]Vl;iuiice  Smith,  William  Curiis,  John  Cowper,  John  Watkins,  William  Dandridge,  jun.  John  Kearnes,  Isaac  Avery,J 
Jolu)  Thornton,  John  Heath,  Robert  Lawson,  Edmund  Ruffin,  Benjamin  Harrison,  John  Thorowgood,  Thomas  KempJ^ 
Alexander  Scott  Bullitt,  John  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Thomson  Mason,  Richard  Cocke,  Richard  Lee,  Thoma^ 
Nelson,  jun.  Henry  Tazewell  and  Thomas  Newton. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  George  Nicholas,  Edward  Carter,  William  Cabell,  Nicho 
las  Cabell,  Samuel  Slicrwin,  John  Cunningham,  Robert  Clarke,  Thomas  Lumpkin,  Archibald  Stuart,  Andrew  MeadeJ 
Jo'iii  Cabell,  Hickinson    Barksdale,  John   Ward,  Robert  Gilchrist,  John   Taylor  of  Caroline,  Joel  Watkins,  Georj^ 
Carrmgton,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  French  Strother,  James  Pendleton,  William  Watkins,  Alexander  Henderson,! 
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William  Pickett,  John  Powell,  Alexander  White,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  Thomas  Un- 
derwood, James  M'Craw,  Bartlett  Anderson,  Garland  Anderson,  Turner  Southall,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Hugh  Innes, 
Thomas  Coleman,  James  Ball,  jun.  William  Anderson,  Thomas  Johnson,  jun.  Edward  Ragsdale,  Caleb  Wallace, 
Samuel  Goode,  Francis  Worman,  James  Campbell,  William  Moore,  John  Scott,  William  Mayo,  William  Ronald, 
Richard  Bibb,  Andrew  Moore,  John  Hopkins,  Abraham  Bird,  John  Rogers,  Mann  Page,  Thomas  Towles  and  James 
Montgomery. 

Mr.  T^aiewe]]  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  levy  certain  duties  for  the  use  of  Congress,"  and  deliver- 
ed in  the  same  at  the  clerk's  table. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  first  reading  of  the  said  bill  be  postponed  until  the  second  Monday  in  October  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate. by  Mr.  Rutherford:  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  dissolving  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Lynnhaven,  iri/T. 
the  county  of  Princess  Anne;"  also,  to  the  resolutions  for  granting  bounties  of  lands  to  Reuben  Taylor  and  James  1^ 
Monroe.     And  then  he  withdrew.  " 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  appropriating  tlie  public  revenue,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass  ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  to  amend  the  act,  'for  appropriating  the  public 
revenue." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Taylor: 


Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  paying  the  soldiers,  late  from  the  southern   army,  be-W 
longing  to  the  Virginia  continental  line,  three  months  wages;"  also,  to  the  resolutions  respecting  the  lands  to  be  laid^^ 
off  as  bounties  for  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment;  for  building  a  brick  wall  around  the  new  jail;  and^T 


respecting  the  memorial  of  John  Campbell,  and  the  boundary  line  with  Pennsylvania.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Thruston  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  authorise  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to 
procure  ten  acres  of  land  in  this  State,  fir  the  use  of  the  United  States;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Zane  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "for  giving  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and 
other  instruments  of  writing,  which  have  been  prevented  being  done  according  to  law,"  was  committed,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

3Ir.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  providing  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for^^ 
the  use  of  the  boats  Liberty  and  Patriot.     And  then  he  withdrew.  » 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  Smith  Stevens  be  continued  on  the  list  of  pensioners ;  it  appearing,  from  a  certificate  of  the  clerk 
of  the  county  court  of  Northumberland,  that  he  lost  his  left  leg  in  the  continental  service. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  iMr.  Johnston  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  authorise  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  procure  ten  acres  of  land  in  this  State,  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "to 
compel  the  counties  of  Dinwiddle,  Essex,  Fauquier,  and  King  and  Queen,  to  comply  with  the  act,  'for  recruiting  this 
State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  aririy  of  the  United  States;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ronald  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their 
consideration,  and  had  gone  throgh  the  same,  and  made  no  amendments  thereto. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  "  for  regu- 
lating the  practice  of  Attornies,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  June  28,   1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  authorise  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  procure  ten  acres  of  land  in  this 
State,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 
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Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  authorise  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, to  procure  ten  acres  of  land  in  this  State,  for  the  public  use." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thruston  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  giving  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  which 
liave  been  prevented  being  done  according  to  law,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  ffcgive  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds 
and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Zane  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Francis  Bossoron  was  referred,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come  to  several 
».   resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  J'lerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
^^  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 
^1  It  appears  that  there  is  due  to  the  said  Francis  Bossoron  b,024l.  lOs.  6d.  specie. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  treasurer  ought  to  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  said  Fran- 
cis Bossoron  the  sum  of  300  dollars,  out  of  any  public  money  in  his  hands,  for  his  present  relief;  and  that  the  auditors 
ought  to  issue  their  warrants  for  the  balance,  with  an  allowance  of  two  years  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  five  per 
centum  per  annum,  to  be  paid  out  of  such  funds  as  shall  be  hereafter  established  for  the  payment  of  debts  of  a  similar 
kind. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  bill  of  exchange  numbered  nine,  and  the  certified  ac- 
count  numbered  five,  ought  to  be  returned  to  the  petitioner, 
p^  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

j|k.  '         Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Philip  Legrass  was  referred,  that  tiie  cora- 
ls niittee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come  to  a 
resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  that  there  is  due  to  the  said  Philip  Legrass  the  sum  of  1,339  dollars  and  an  half. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  treasurer  ought  to  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  petitioner 
the  sum  of  300  dollars,  out  of  any  public  money  in  his  hands;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  issue  their  warrants  for 
the  balance,  with  an  allowance  of  two  years  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  per  annum,  to  be  paid 
out  of  such  funds  as  shall  be  hereafter  established  for  the  payment  of  debts  of  a  similar  kind. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  PVancis  Carbonneaw  was  referred,  that  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come  to 
several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
«^  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

'  It  appears  that  there  is  due  to  the  said  Francis  Carbonneaw  the  sum  of  3,173  dollars. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  treasurer  ought  to  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  said  Fran- 
cis Carbonneaw  the  sum  of  300  dollars,  out  of  any  public  money  in  his  hands,  for  his  present  relief;  and  that  tlie  au- 
ditors ought  to  issue  their  warrants  for  the  balance,  with  an  allowance  of  two  years  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  five 
per  centum  per  annum,  to  be  paid  out  of  such  funds  as  shall  be  hereafter  established  for  the  payment  of  debts  of  a 
similar  kind. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  bill  of  exchange  numbered  twelve,  ought  to  be  return- 
ed to  the  petitioner. 

Ordered,  That  IMr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration,  several  petitions  and  a  resolution  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  there 
upon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Francis  Smith,  praying  relief  from  a  judg- 
ment lately  recovered  against  him  by  the  solicitor  in  the  General  Court,  for  a  sum  of  money  which  he  received  in  the 
year  1778,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  men,  and  which  he  deposited  in  the  Loan  Office,  because  the  auditors  would 
not  settle  his  accounts  and  make  him  an  allowance  agreeable  to  his  recruiting  instructions;  ought  to  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time,  the  solicitor  ought  to  sue  out  an  e.vecu 
tion  upon  the  said  judgment,  against  the  petitioner. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Bovvyer,  praying  to  be  reimbursed 
a  sum  of  money  which  he  advanced  in  the  year  1777,  for  the  support  of  a  number  of  recruits  marched  from  this  Stale 
to  the  State  of  New  Jersey ;  be  rejected,  the  same  being  a  continental  claim. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Samuel  Barron  Cunningham,  ])rayiug  com- 
pensation from  the  public  for  the  damage  done  to  the  briganiine  Wilkes,  and  also  for  the  loss  of  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  tobacco,  together  with  her  guns,  military  stores,  and  provisions  on  board,  wliich  vessel  was  impressed  by  order 
of  the  Executive  in  the  year  1781,  lor  the  purpose  of  assisting  some  French  ships  then  in  Hampton  road,  and  whilst 
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detained  in  that  service,  a  British  Heet  arrived,  into  whose  hands  she  fell,  and  was  sunii,  with  her  cargo,  &c.  which  has 
been  lost,  and  much  damage  done  to  the  hall  of  the  said  vessel,  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Samuel  Finley,  a  major  in  the  Virginia 
continental  line,  praying  that  his  proportion  of  the  tobacco,  voted  by  a  resolution  of  Assembly,  for  tiie  relief  of  him- 
self and  others,  whilst  prisoners  at  New  York,  which  he  never  received,  may  now  be  advanced  to  him ;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Brannon,  praying  relief,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  having  lost  the  use  of  one  side  by  hard  labor,  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  an  artifi-. 
cer,  be  rejected;  the  same  being  a  continental  claim. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Robertson,  setting  forth,  that  as  in- 
spector commissary  of  issues  on  continental  account  in  this  State,  he  has  considerable  arrears  of  pay  due  to  liim;  and 
also,  that  he  has  made  sundry  advances  of  money  for  supplying  the  troops  of  this  State  with  provisions,  for  wliich  he 
has  received  no  satisfaction,  and  praying  that  his  accounts  for  the  same  may  be  liquidated,  and  relief  granted  him  ; 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,-  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Abraham  Green,  William  Ford,  John  How- 
son,  Edward  Booker  and  George  Booker,  praying  to  be  paid  for  their  attendance  on  the  General  Court  in  1773,  as 
venire  men  from  the  county  of  Amelia,  on  the  trial  of  Joseph  Berry,  for  which  the  auditors  have  refused  to  make  an 
allowance;  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Duncan  Rose,  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
year  1781,  there  was  a  debt  due  to  him  in  tobacco  from  the  public,  in  part  payment  of  which  he  received  two  auditors' 
warrants  payable  in  paper  money,  which  he  never  was  able  to  draw  from  the  treasury,  by  reason  of  the  confusion  which 
the  State  was  in,  from  the  invasions  of  the  enemy  ;  and  praying  that  the  said  warrants  may  be  again  reduced  into  to- 
bacco ;  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Barrett,  an  inhabitant  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  he  may  be  relieved  from  the  payment  of  his  bond  given  to  the  naval  officer  of 
York  river,  for  the  duties  on  certain  goods,  which  he  was  obliged  to  land  from  on  board  the  brigantine  General  Gal- 
vez,  in  consequence  of  her  being  chased  up  the  said  river  by  the  enemy's  cruizers,  and  were  immediately  re-shipped 
for  Baltimore,  the  port  to  which  she  was  destined ;  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  As- 
sembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Matthew  Watts  Hatton,  praying  compen- 
sation from  the  public  for  two  chests  of  artificer's  tools,  which  lie  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  artificers  in  the  service 
of  this  State,  and  which  were  destroyed  by  the  enemj',  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of 
Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Henry  Lee,  jun.  lieutenant  colonel  com- 
mandant of  the  partisan  legion,  praying  that  the  value  of  a  horse  which  he  purchased  for  the  use  of  his  legion  from 
a  certain  William  Warwick,  in  whose  favor  he  drew  an  order  on  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  and  which  he  has  never 
received,  may  be  paid  to  him,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  issue  their  warrants  to  the  said  William  War- 
wick, for  such  a  sum  of  money,  as  shall  appear  to  them  to  be  the  value  of  the  said  horse. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  resolution  for  empowering  the  auditors  of  public 
accounts  to  liquidate,  adjust  and  settle  all  accounts  of  ofiicers  and  soldiers  of  this  State,  previous  to  the  first  of  Jan- 
nuary  1777;  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st  and  1 1th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  do  pay  to  each  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  equalize  the  land  tax,  out  of  any 
tund  in  his  hands,  the  sum  of  35/.  to  enable  them  to  comply  with  actual  specie  engagements  for  paper,  books,  and  the 
expenses  of  dispersing  the  accounts,  deducting  the  same  from  the  allowance  made  by  law  for  their  services; 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions: 

Whereas,  from  the  destruction  of  some  of  the  public  books  and  papers  by  the  enemy,  the  monies  formerly  bor- 
rowed on  public  account  cannot  be  ascertained  with  precision  ; 

Resolved,  That  all  certificates  issued  from  the  treasury  for  paper  money,  borrowed  for  the  use  of  the  Stale,  be 
brought  in  to  the  auditors,  who  are  hereby  required  to  reduce  the  same  to  specie  according  to  the  scale  of  depreciatinnJ| 
at  the  lime  the  money  was  lent,  certifying  on  the  back  of  each  certificate,  the  amount  of  the  principal  sum  so  reduced,  " 
and  ihe  interest  due  thereon  ;  the  certificate  so  certified,  shall  be  returned  to  the  holder,  and  an  alphabetical  list  of  them 
to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

And  whereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  October  session,  in  the  year  1778,  the  Loan  Ofiice  certificates  issued  previous 
'  to  the  passing  the  said  act,  were  directed  to  be  taken  in  and  cancelled,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  new  certificates  to  issue, 
i  which  in  many  instances  was  done,  whereby  the  lenders  of  money  to  the  public,  sufler  considerable  loss  in  the  depre- 
I  ciaiion  :  for  remedy  whereof; 

Resolved,  That  where  sufficient  proof  can  be  made  to  the  auditors,  in  cases  where  certificates  have  been  so  re- 
newed, the  auditors  shall  settle  the  said  certificates  according  to  the  rate  of  depreciation,  at  the  time  the  money  was 
actually  lent  to  the  Slate. 
B  3 
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And  tlie  said  resolutions  being  severally  twice  read  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  a  resolution  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly  directed  the' treasurer  to  pay  Matthew  Pate,  the  sum  of  4?. 
10*.  3rf.  out  of  the  civil  list  fund,  being  the  amount  of  his  account  against  the  public,  for  going  as  a  special  messen- 
ger to  take  into  custody  delinquent  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates;  and  the  said  account  not  having  been  dis- 
charged; 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the  same  out  of  any  public  money  in  his  hands. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  quarter-master  general  of  this  State,  be  directed  to  cause  the  cannon  ball  and  other  military 
stores  near  the  public  buildings,  to  be  removed  therefrom,  and  deposited  in  some  more  safe  and  convenient  place. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
•  A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  allowances  be  made  to  the  officers  of  the  General  Assembly,  for  their  services  du- 
ring the  present  session : 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Blagrove,  Chaplain,  .... 

To  Mr.  John  Beckley,  clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  ... 

To  Mr.  William  Drew,  clerk  of  the  Senate,  .... 

To  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton,  clerk  of  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  ..... 
To  Mr.  Adam  Craig,  clerk  of  the  committees  for  ReHgion,  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Claims, 
To  Mr.  Charles  Hay,  clerk  of  the  committee  of  Commerce,  bl.  per  week,  from  the  time  of 

his  appointment. 
To  Mr.  Freeman  Eppes,  Serjeant  at  arms  to  the  House  of  Delegates, 

To  Mr.  William  Pierce,  Serjeant  at  arms  to  the  Senate,  ... 

To  John  Creagh,  William  Drinkard,  Daniel  Hicks,  and  John  Hicks,  door-keepers  to  the 

House  of  Delegates,  eacli,  ..... 

To  William  Hicks  and  Thomas  Paul,  door-keepers  to  the  Senate,  each. 
To  Elizabeth  Jones,  for  taking  care  of,  and  keeping  clean  the  Assembly  House, 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Dennis  M'Carty,  a  disabled  soldier,  be  continued  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House ;  on  the 
hill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies," 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  the  third  Monday  in  October  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  examined  several  others,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  examination. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Tliomas  Hightower,  jun.  a  wounded  militia  man,  who  has  been  deprived  of  the  use  of  his  right 
hand,  be  placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  do  carry  tlie  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 
y         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  making  certain  allowances  to  the  officers  of  the 
present  General  Assembly;  also,  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  appropriating  the  public  revenue,"  with  several 
amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  and  to  the  bill  "  (or  giving  further  time  to  enter 
certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  to  locate  warrants  upon  pre-emption  right;;,  and  for  other  purposes;"  with  several , 
amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  ch.air,  and  Mr.  Ronald  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commoniveaith  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  nhich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 
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Whereas,  tlie  Legislature  of  Virginia  are  fully  convinced  of  the  advantages  that  would  result  (o  tiie  United  States. 
by  having  some  fixed  place  of  residence  for  Congress : 

Resolved,  therefore,  unanimously.  That  if  the  honorable  the  Congress  should  esteem  the  city  of  Williamsburg  in 
this  State,  to  be  a  fit  place  for  their  session,  this  Assembly  will  present  them,  on  their  removal  thereto,  and  during 
their  continuance  therein,  with  the  palace,  the  capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings,  and  three  hundred  acres  of  land 
adjoining  the  said  city,  together  with  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  this  State's  cur- 
rency, to  be  paid  at  five  annual  installments,  and  to  be  expended  in  erecting  thirteen  hotels  for  the  use  of  the  delegates 
in  Congress. 

This  Assembly  will  also  cede  to  Congress,  during  their  residence  therein,  a  district  of  territory  contiguous  to  the 
said  city,  not  exceeding  five  miles  square,  with  such  exempt  jurisdiction  within  the  said  limits  as  the  inhabitants  resid-^^ 
ing  therein  shall  consent  to  yield  to  Congress ;  to  obtain  which,  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  is  directed  to^l 
make  application  to  the  said  citizens,  and  when  obtained,  to  notify  to  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress  sucli 
assent. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  if  the  honorable  the  Congress  should  think  it  more  convenient  to  hold  their  sessioir 
at  any  place  on  the  river  Potomac,  within  this  Commonwealth,  this  Assembly  will,  on  the  above  terms,  cede  the  like 
district  of  territory  at  the  place  Congress  shall  so  choose,  and  will  also  appropriate  a  sum,  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds,  to  be  paid  in  five  annual  installments,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  the  said  hotels,  and  will,  moreover, 
purchase  one  hundred  acres  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  such  public  buildings  as  Congress  may  direct.  ^^ 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  if  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  are  wiUing  to  join  in  a  cession  of  territory  for  tht^B 
above  purpose  witli  this  State,  (the  said  territory  to  lie  on  the  river  Potomac)  that  this  Assembly  will  cede  to  the 
honorable  the  Congress,  the  like  district  of  territory,  opposite  to  that  ceded  by  the  State  of  Maryland,  freely  leaving 
it  with  Congress  to  fix  their  residence  on  either  side  of  the  said  river,  as  they  ma}'  see  proper ;  but  that  if  Congress 
shall  reside  on  the  north  side  of  the  said  river,  that  then  this  Assembly  will  contribute  forty  thousand  pounds  for  the 
aforesaid  purposes,  in  full  confidence  that  the  State  of  Maryland  will  supply  the  deficiency.  Provided,  always,  thai 
should  Congress  thereafter  remove  from  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  or  from  the  lands  before  mentioned,  that  in  such 
case,  the  lands  so  ceded,  with  the  buildings,  shall  revert  to  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  appropri-^ 
ating  the  public  revenue  ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  f^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  by  a  resolution  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  the  sum  of  13,221  silver  dollars  were  allowed  Tho- 
mas Bentley,  for  advances  by  him  made  for  the  Illinois  service,  and  the  auditors  were  directed  to  grant  warrants  for 
the  same,  with  an  interest  of  five  per  centum  thereon  for  two  years,  and  it  is  necessary  he  should  receive  some  Imme-f^ 
diate  relief;  ^ 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  treasurer  do  pay  to  the  said  Thomas  Bentley,  out  of  any  money  in  his  hands,  the 
sum  of  300  dollars;  and  that  the  said  Thomas  Bentley,  for  the  balance  of  his  claim,  be  put  on  the  military  fund.         J0 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  giving  further  time  to  enter 
certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  to  locate  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the^^ 
same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  M 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wallace  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "to  authorise  the  United  States  in  Congress Jf 
assembled,  to  procure  ten  acres  of  land  in  this  State  for  the  public  use  ;"  and,  "to  give  further  time  for  the  probatiotr 
of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  also,  to  the  resolutions  for  paying  certain  sum^A 
of  money  to  Francis  Bossoron,  Philip  Legrass,  Francis  Carbonneaw,  and  Charles  Gratiot;  for  putting  Smith  Stevens,^ 
Thomas  Hightower  and  Dennis  M'Carty,  upon  the  list  of  pensioners;  directing  the  quarter-master  general  to  remove 
the  military  stores  near  the  public  buildings ;  for  allowing  a  sum  of  money  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee  for  two  horses 
purchased  for  his  legion ;  directing  the  treasurer  to  pay  a  warrant  granted  Matthew  Pate,  out  of  any  money  in  his 
hands;  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  Thomas  Bentley,  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House;  and  for  making  a  certain  allowance  to  the  commissioners  for  equalizing  the  land  tax,  with  several  amend- 
ments, to  which  they  also  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolution  respecting  Thomas  Bentley  :^« 
and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to.  •^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolution  respecting  the  commissioners^^ 
of  the  land-tax ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  ^P 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 


98 

Whereas,  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  respecting  the  hospital  for  lunatics  In  the  city  of  Williams- 
burg-, referred  to  the  appropriation  act  for  the  necessary  supplies  of  money  to  refit  the  said  hospital,  and  the  same  was 
left  unprovided  for  in  the  said  appropriation  act; 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  advance  to  the  order  of  the  court  of  directors  for  the  said 
hospital,  any  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  300Z.  out  of  the  fund  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  eastern  defence. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  respecting  the  Loan  Office  certificates,  with  seve- 
al  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concmrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
$^        The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 
'  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  paying  the  soldiers  late 
from  the  southern  army,  belonging  to  the  Virginia  continental  line,  three  months  wages;"  and  that  Mr.  Southall  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker, — Tlie  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  the  directors  of  the 
lunatic  hospital,  with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

tThe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment,  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Southall  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  paying  the  soldiers  late 
from  the  southern  army,  belonging  to  the  Virginia  continental  line,  three  months  wages;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
On  a  motion  made, 

A  bill,  "  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  paying  the  soldiers  late  from  the  southern  army,  belonging  to  the 
Virginia  continental  line,  three  months  wages;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 
^^        An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  paying  the  soldiers  late  from  the  southern  army,  be- 
Jtonging  to  the  Virginia  continental  line,  three  months  wages;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,   "  an  act,  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  paying 
the  soldiers  late  from  the  southern  army,  belonging  to  the  Virginia  continental  line,  three  months  wages." 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jameson: 
j^       Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  unanimously  to  the  resolutions  ofiering  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
^States  a  district  of  territory  within  this  State  for  their  fixed  residence.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Bassett: 
W         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  paying  the  sol- 
^diers  late  from  the  southern  army,  belonging  to  the  Virginia  continental  line,  three  months  wages."     And  then  he 
withdrew. 

Mr.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee 
bad,  according  to  order,  examined  several  others,  a:id  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled, 
jfc  Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  examination. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Taylor : 

Mr.   Speakek, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
N*  The  Speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills : 

^        "  An  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  Assembly  as  subject  the  people  called  Quakers  and  Meno- 
^nists  to  penalties  or  disabilities  for  non-juring." 

^        "  An  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  continue  and  amend  an  act,  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour, 
tar,  pitch  and  turpentine." 

"  An  act,  for  establishing  pilots,  and  regulating  their  fees." 

"  An  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  declaring  tenants  of  lands  or  slaves  in  tail,  to  hold  the  same  in  fee 
simple." 

"  An  act,  to  enable  the  General  Court  to  settle  and  adjust  costs." 
"An  act,  for  the  relief  of  sheriffs." 

"  An  act,  to  authorise  the  auditors  to  grant  new  warrants  and  certificates  in  certain  cases." 
A|        "  An  act,  authorising  the  justices  of  the  county  of  Monongalia  to  appoint  a  place  for  holding  courts  for  the  said 
county,  and  for  other  |)urposes." 

"  An  act,  directing  the  enlistment  of  guards  for  the  public  prison  and  stores." 
A§        "An  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs." 
"  An  act,  giving  certain  powers  to  the  trustees  of  the  town  ol'  Portsmouth." 
"  An  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act." 
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"  An  act,  to  establish  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the  redemption  of  certificates  granted  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers,  for  their  arrears  of  pay  and  depreciation." 

"  An  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  vest  certain  escheated  lands  in  the  county  of  Kentucky,  in  trustees, 
for  a  public  school." 

"  An  act,  for  the  payment  of  wages  to  the  members  of  the  present  General  Assembly." 

"  An  act,  to  amend  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes 
and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act." 

"  An  act,  for  dissolving  the  vestry  of  the  Parish  of  Lynnhaven,  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne." 

"  An  act,  for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne." 

"  An  act,  for  paying  the  soldiers  late  from  the  southern  army,  belonging  to  the  Virginia  continental  line,  three 
month's  wages." 

"  An  act,  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates." 

"  An  act,  for  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Hampden  Sydney." 

"  An  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue." 

"  An  act,  to  authorise  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  procure  ten  acres  of  land  in  this  State,  for 
the  public  use." 

"  An  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  the  appointment  of  naval  offi- 
cers, and  ascertaining  their  fees." 

"  An  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  to  locate  warrants  upon  pre-emp- 
tion rights,  and  for  other  purposes." 

"  An  act,  to  give  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other  purposes." 

"An  act,  to  amend  the  act,    entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed 
or  taken  for  public  service." 

"  An  act,  directing  the  auditors  to  issue  warrants  in  certain  cases." 

"  An  act,  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  escheated  lands,  late  the  property  of  John  Connolly." 

"  An  act,  to  authorise  and  confirm  marriages  in  certain  cases." 

"  An  act,  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  paying  the  soldiers  late  from  the  southern  army,  belonging  to 
,,  the  Virginia  continental  array,  three  month's  wages." 
I  A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

f         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  propose,  if  it  is  agreeable  to  this  House,  to  adjourn  until  the  third  Monday  in  Oc- 
tober next,  in  lieu  of  the  day  first  proposed  by  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  respecting  the  adjournment  of  this  House,  agreed  to  on  Saturday  last,  be  rescinded  i 
and  that  when  this  House  adjourns  on  this  day,  it  will  adjourn  to  the  third  Monday  in  October  next.  •f' 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  to  the  third  Monday  in  October  next. 
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GENERAL  ASSEMBLY, 

BEGUM  and,  held  at  the  public  buildings  in  the  City  of  Richmond,  on  Monday,  the  twentieth  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  ;  being  the  second 
session  of  the  present  General  Assembly. 


MONDAY,  October  20,  1783. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment ; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  October  21,  1783. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment ; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  October  22,  1783. 

The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment ; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  to  proceed  to  business. 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  October  23,  1783. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted;  and  the 
names  of  those  who  made  default,  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in 
the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 


Ordered,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody,  Abraham  Outten  and  Thomas 
Parraniore,  members  for  the  county  of  Accomac;  Samuel  Sherwin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Amelia; 
Robert  Chirke  and  Thomas  Lumpkin,  members  for  the  county  of  Bedford;  Adam  Stephen  and  Moses  Hunter,  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  John  Breckeuridge,  one  of  the  members  for  tlie  county  of  Botetourt;  Andrew 
IMeade,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Brunswick;  John  Cabell  and  Hickinson  Barksdale,  members  for  the 
county  of  Buckingham;  Robert  Adams,  jun.  and  John  Ward,  members  for  the  county  of  Campbell;  John  Taylor, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Caroline;  Thomas  Collier,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Charlotte; 
Robert  Goode  and  Jesse  Cogbill,  members  for  the  county  of  Chesterfield;  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Cumberland;  French  Strother  and  James  Pendleton,  members  for  the  county  of  Culpeper; 
John  Banister,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddle;  Spencer  Roane,  one  of  the  members'for  the  county 
of  Esses;  Alexander  Henderson  and  Cirarles  Broadwater,  members  for  the  county  of  Fairfax;  William  Pickett,  one 
of  die  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier;  David  Ross  and  John  Powell,  members  for  the  county  of  Fluvanna; 
Alexander  White  and  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  membei-s  for  the  county  of  Frederick;  John  Crittenden  and  Timothy 
Peyton,  members  for  the  county  of  Fayette;  John  Page  and  Thomas  Smith,  members  for  the  county  of  Gloucester; 
Thomas  Mann  Randolph  and  Thomas  Underwood,  members  for  the  county  of  Goochland;  Andrew  Donelly  and 
George  Clendinen,  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier ;  James  Wall  and  James  Mason,  members  for  the  county  of 
Greensville;  James  IVI'Craw,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Halifax;  Elias  Poston  and  Abraham  Hite,  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Hampshire;  Patrick  Henry,  one  of  the  members  for  county  of  Henry;  William  Nelson,  one 
of  the  members  for  the  county  of  James  City ;  John  Scasbrook  Wells  and  Josiah  Parker,  members  for  the  county  of 
Isle  of  Wigiit ;  Thomas  Coleman,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen ;  John  Pollard,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  King  George ;  John  Carter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun ;  Henry 
Stokes  and  Edward  Ragsdale,  members  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg ;  John  Edwards,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Lincoln;  Thomas  Pettus  and  Samuel  Goode,  members  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg ;  Benjamin  Willson 
and  Francis  Worman,  members  for  the  county  of  Monongalia;  John  Preston  and  James  Campbell,  members  for  the 
county  of  Montgomery;  Kincheu  Godwin  and  John  Cowper,  members  for  the  county  of  Nansemond ;  Daniel  San- 
ford,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk;  John  Bowdoin  and  Isaac  Avery,  members  for  the  county  of 
Northampton ;  John  Thornton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northumberland ;  David  Shepherd  and  Ebene- 
zer  Zanc,  members  for  the  county  of  Ohio ;  William  Ronald,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Powhatan ;  Ro- 
bert Lawson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  Edward;  John  Thorowgood  and  Thomas  Kemp,  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Princess  Anne;  James  Gordon  and  John  Fauntleroy,  members  for  the  county  of  Richmond; 
Charles  Campbell  and  Andrew  Moore,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge;  Gabriel  Jones  and  John  Hopkins, 
members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham  ;  Isaac  Zane,  one  of  .the  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah  ;  John  Tay- 
lor, one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Southampton ;  Mann  Page,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Spott- 
sylvania;  Charles  Carter  and  Thomson  Mason,  members  for  the  county  of  Stafibrd;  Sterling  Harwell,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Sussex;  Cole  Digges  and  Wilson  Miles  Cary,  members  for  the  county  of  Warwick;  Arthur 
Campbell  and  James  Montgomery,  members  lor  the  county  of  Washington  ;  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  one  of  the  members 
for  the  county  of  York;  Henry  Tazewell,  member  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg;  and  Thomas  Newton,  jun.  member 
:br  the  borough  of  Norfolk. 

There  not  beini^  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  October  24,  1783. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Robert  Goode,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Chesterfield;  George 
CleMflimitn,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier;  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Goochland;  Thomas  Pettus,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg;  Henry  Stokes,  one  of 
the  inembcrs  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg;  and  John  Fauntleroy,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Richmond; 
severally  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the 
House  was  called  over  on  yesterday; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Robert  Goode,  George  Clendinnen,  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  Thomas  Pettus,  Henry 
Stokes,  and  Join)  Fauntleroy  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  lees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Southampton,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Taylor  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  October  25,  1783. 

The  House  being  informed  that  John  Powell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fluvanna;  Thomas  Under- 
wood, one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Goochland  ;  Thomas  Smith,  one  of  the  members  for  the  count v  of 
Gloucester;  French  Strother  and  James  Pendleton,  members  for  the  county  of  Culpeper;  John  Edwards,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Lincoln  ;  Benjamin  Wilson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Monongalia  ;  and  John 
Thornton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northumberland  ;  severally  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at 
arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Thursday  last  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Powell,  Thomas  Underwood,  Thomas  Smith,  French  Strother,  James  Pendleton. 
John  Edwards,  Benjamin  Wilson  and  John  Thornton,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Spencer  Roane,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Essex,  attended  in  custo- 
dy of  the  Serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Spencer  Roane  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business. 

The  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  October  27,  1783. 


The  House  being  informed  that  James  Wall,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Greensville;  and  James  Pres- 
ton, one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Montgomery ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  James  Wall  and  James  Preston,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  John  Ward,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Campbell;  and  Samuel  Goode, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg;  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was 
good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Thursday  last ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Ward  and  Samuel  Goode,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business. 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  October  28,  1783. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Edward  Ragsdale,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg;  and  Wil- 
son Miles  Gary,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Warwick;  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms,  and 
that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Thursday  last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Edward  Ra;^sdale  and  Wilson  Miles  Gary,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Jesse  Cogbill,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Middlesex  ;  attended  in  cus- 
tody of  the  Serjeant  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,   That  the  said  Jesse  Gogbill  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  necessary  absence  in  the 
service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody,  Abraham  Outten  and  Thomas 

Parramore,  members  for  the  county  of  Accomac ;   Robert  Clarke  and  Thomas  Lumpkin,   members  for  the  county  of 

Bedford;  Adam  Stephen  and  Moses  Hunter,  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  Andrew  Meade,  one  of  the  mem- 

:   bers  for  the  county  of  Brunswick;  John  Cabell  and  Hickinson  Barksdale,  members  for  the  county  of  Buckingham; 

i   Robert  Adams,  jun.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Campbell ;  Thomas  Collier,  one  of  the  members  for  the 

I  county  of  Charlotte ;  Cnrter  Henry  Harrison,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Cumberland  ;  John  Banister, 
!  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddle ;  Alexander  Henderson  and  Charles  Broadwater,  members  for  the 
j!  county  of  Fairfex;  William  Pickett,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier;  David  Ross,  one  of  the  mem- 
i  bers  for  the  county  of  Fluvanna;   Alexander  While  and  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  members  for  the  county  of  Frede- 

II  rick;  John  Crittenden  and  Timothy  Peyton,  mi'mbi^rs  for  the  county  of  Fayette;  Andrew  Donnelly,  one  of  the  niem- 
ij  bers  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier;  Janes  Mason,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Greensville ;  James  Al'Craw, 
li  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Halifax;  Elias  Poston  and  Abraham  Hite,  members  for  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire; Patrick  Henr^',  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henry  ;  John  Scasbrook  Wells  and  Josiah  Parker,  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wi'^ht;  John  Pollard,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  George;  John  Car- 
ter, one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun;  William  Curtis,  one  of  the  members  foi-  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex; Francis  Worman  one  of  tho  members  for  the  co'jiUy-of  Monongalia;  James  Campbell,  one  of  the  members  for 
the  county  of  Montgomery;  Kinchen  Godwin   and  John  Cowper,  members  for  the  county  of  Nansemoud ;  Daniel 
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Sanford,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk;  John  Bowdoin  and  Isaac  Avery,  members  for  the  county  of 
Northampton;  David  Shepherd  and  Ebenexer  Zane,  members  for  the  county  of  Ohio;  William  Ronald,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Powhatan  ;  Robert  Lawson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  Edward  ;  John 
Thorowgood  and  Thomas  Kemp,  members  for  the  county  of  Princess  Anne ;  James  Gordon,  one  of  the  members 
for  the  county  of  Richmond;  Charles  Campbell  and  Andrew  Moore,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge;  Gabriel 
Jones  and  John  Hopkins,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham;  Isaac  Zane,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county 
of  Shenandoah;  Mann  Page,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Spottsylvania ;  Charles  Carter,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Stafl'ord;  Sterling  Harwell,, one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Sussex;  Arthur  Campbell 
and  James  Montgomery,  members  for  the  county  of  Washington;  and  Thomas  Newton,  jun.  a  member  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Norfolk. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  attending  this  House,  be  authorised  and  empowered  to  send  special  messen- 
gers to  take  into  custody,  wherever  to  be  found,  the  bodies  of  the  foregoing  members,  and  Mr.  Speaker  is  desired  to 
issue  his  warrant  accordingly. 

Tiiere  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  October  29,  1783. 

The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  October  30,  1783. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Cumberland,  at- 
tended in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Carter  Henry  Harrison  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Nicliolas  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Wednesday  fortnight.. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  October  31,  1783. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Thomas  Lumpkin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Bedford ;  and  James 
Mason,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Greensville;  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Lumpkin  and  James  Mason,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  William  Curtis,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over 
on  Tuesday  l-.ist; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Curtis  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

Tiiere  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  Monday,  12  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  November  3,  1783. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment ; 

Bui  there  noi  being  a  siidicient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

T'.c  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


;  TUESDAY,  November  4,  1783. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mann  Page,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Spottsylvania ;  John  Bow- 
doin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton  ;  Charles  Carter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
StaiTord;  Andrew  Meade,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Brunswick;  Robert  Lawson,  one  of  the  members 
for  the  county  of  Prince  Edward;  Moses  Hunter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  John  Hopkins, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham;  and  William  Ronald,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Powhatan ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  seijeani  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Mann  Page,  John  Bowdoin,  Charles  Carter,  Andrew  Meade,  Robert  Lawson,  Moses 
Hunter,  John  Hopkins  and  William  Ronald,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Robert  Clarke,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Bedford ;  Thomas  Col- 
lier, one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Charlotte;  and  John  Pollard,  one  of  the  members  for  thecounty  of  Kin"- 
George ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms,  and  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House 
was  called  over  on  Tuesday  last ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Robert  Clarke,  Thomas  Collier  and  John  Pollard,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without 
paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  of  the  necessary  absence  of  John  Tyler,  Esq.  the  present  Speaker,  on  account  of 
the  indisposition  of  his  family,  Mann  Page,  Esq.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Spottsylvania,  reminded  the 
House  of  the  necessity  of  proceeding  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  during  such  necessary  absence  of  the  said  John  Ty- 
ler, Esq.,  and  recommended  Charles  Carter,  Esq-  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Stafford,  as  a  person  in  every 
respect  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  office;  he  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  Esq.  one  of  the  members 
for  the  county  of  Westmoreland;  and  thereupon  the  said  Charles  Carter,  Esq.  standing  in  his  place,  made  his  apoloi^y 
to  the  House  for  declining  the  honor  intended  him  by  the  said  appointment;  and  recommended  to  the  same  office, 
George  Carrington,  Esq.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Cumberland;  he  was  seconded  by  Wilson  Miles  Cary, 
Esq.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Warwick;  whereupon  the  said  George  Carrington,  Esq.  standing  in  his 
place,  excused  liimself  to  the  House  for  declining  the  said  appointment,  on  account  of  inability. 

Drury  Ragsdale,  Esq.  one  of  the  members  for  thecounty  of  King  William,  then  recommended  Mann  Page,  Esq. 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Spottsylvania,  as  a  person  of  ability  and  fitness,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that 
office;  he  was  seconded  by  John  Edmundson,  Esq.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Essex;  whereupon,  the  said 
Mann  Page,  Esq.  was  elected  Speaker  of  this  House,  during  the  necessary  absence  of  John  Tyler,  Esq.  without  op- 
position, and  conducted  to  the  chair,  from  whence  he  made  liis  acknowledgments  to  the  House  for  the  honor  conferred 
on  him,  and  recommended  their  attention  to  the  preservation  of  order,  and  despatch  of  public  business. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Blagrove,  be  appointed  chaplain  to  this' House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Freeman  Eppes,  be  appointed  serjeani  at  arms  to  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  John  Creagh,  William  Drinkard,  Daniel  Hicks  and  John  Hicks,  be  appointed  door-keepers  to 
this  House,  and  that  they  give  their  attendance  accordingly. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  take  into  their 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  sundry  matters  for  the  consideration  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  referring  to  several  letters  and  papers  enclosed  on  the  subject  thereof;  and  the  said  letter 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  with  its  enclosures,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Couimonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  for  Religion  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Carrington,  Norvell,  Charles  Carter,  William  Watkins,  Wray, 
Garland  Anderson,  William  Moore,  and  Barksdale ;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take 
into  their  consideration  all  matters  and  things  relating  to  religion  and  morality,  and  all  such  as  shall  be  from  time  to 
time  referred  to  them,  and  report  their  proceedings  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and  the  said  committee 
are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Cary,  Thomson  Mason,  Charles  Carter,  Lawson,  Prentis,  Tazewell, 
Richard  Lee,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Stuart,  Benjamin  Harrison,  and  Mayo;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from 
day  to  day,  and  to  examine  in  the  first  place,  all  returns  of  writs  for  electing  delegates  to  serve  in  this  present  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  and  to  compare  the  same  with  the  forms  prescribed  by  law,  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  such 
'.natters  as  shall  or  may  come  in  question,  touching  returns,  elections  and  privileges;  and  to  report  their  proceedings 
with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House,  from  time  to  time;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  ffjp 
persons,  papers,  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  of  controverted  elections  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  or  before  the  com- 
mittee ol  Privileges  and  Elections,  the  petitionors  do  by  themselves  or  their  agents,  within  a  convenient  time,  to  be 
appointed  either  by  the  House  or  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  as  the  matter  to  be  heard  shall  be  before 
lEfee  House  or  the  said  committee,  deliver  to  the  sitting  members  or  their  agents,  lists  of  the  persons  intended  by  the 
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committee  to  be  objected  to,  who  voted  for  the  sitting  members,  giving  in  the  said  lists  the  several  heads  of  objection, 
and  distinguishing  the  same  against  the  names  of  the  voters  objected  to;  and  that  the  sitting  members  do  by  them- 
selves or  their  agents,  within  the  same  time,  deliver  the  lists  on  their  parts  to  the  petitioners  or  their  agents. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  be  appointed. 

And  a  connnittee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Charles  Carter,  Prcntis,  Edmnndson,  Strother,  Southall,  Norvell, 
Stokes,  Mayo,  Rogers,  Thomas  Towles,  Thomson  Mason,  Carrington,  Lawson,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Taylor  of 
Southampton,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Edward  Carter,  William  Watkins,  Underwood,  Wilkinson,  Garland  Anderson, 
William  Moore,  Scott,  Cocke,  Samuel  Goode,  Everard  Meade,  Sherwin,  Barksdale,  Adams,  Robert  Goode,  Cogbill, 
Wray,  Booker,  Pendleton,  Powell,  Roane,  Smith,  Randolph,  Anderson,  Collier,  Coles,  Ragsdale,  Henry  Towles, 
Johnston,  Ball,  Edward  Ragsdale,  Kearnes,  John  Watkins,  Lankford,  Bibb,  Bullitt,  Stephens  Thomson  Mason, 
Fauntleroy,  Innes,  Crittenden,  Thornton,  Todd,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Nicholas  Cabell,  Campbell  and  Breckenridge ; 
and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  propositions  and  griev- 
ances, that  shall  or  may  come  legally  certified  to  this  Assembly,  and  to  report  their  proceedings  with  their  opinions 
thereupon  to  the  House ;  and  all  such  propositions  and  grievances  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  House,  and 
by  him  to  the  said  committee  of  course  ;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and 
1-ecords,  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Thomson  Mason,  Prentis,  Lawson,  Tazewell,  Taylor  of  Caroline, 
Cogbill,  Stuart,  Roane,  Bullitt,  Stephens  Thomson  Mason,  Strother,  Benjamin  Harrison,  William  Nelson,  Heath 
and  Todd ;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  matters  relat- 
ing to  Courts  of  Justice,  and  such  other  matters  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  referred  to  them,  and  report  their  pro- 
ceedings with  their  opinions  thereupon  to  the  House ;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  inspect  the  Journals  of  the  last 
session,  and  draw  up  a  state  of  the  matters  then  depending  and  undetermined,  and  the  progress  that  was  made  therein, 
and  report  the  same  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House ;  and  also,  examine  what  laws  have  expired  since  the 
last  session,  and  inspect  such  temporary  laws  as  will  expire  with  the  end  of  this  session,  or  are  near  expiring,  and  re 
port  the  same  to  the  House,  with  their  opinions  which  of  them  are  fit  to  be  revived  and  continued ;  and  the  said  com- 
mittee ai'e  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  for  Claims  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Richard  Lee,  William  Watkins,  Underwood,  Carrington,  William 
Anderson,  John  Watkins,  William  Moore,  Garland  Anderson,  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Wray,  Gilchrist,  Booker, 
Norvell,  Thomas  Smith,  Lankford,  and  Drury  Ragsdale ;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to 
take  into  their  consideration  all  public  claims  referred  from  the  last  to  this  session  of  Assembly,  and  all  matters  that 
shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  to  them  referred,  and  to  report  their  proceedings  with  their  opinions  thereupon  to  the 
House;  and  they  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Commerce  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  William  Anderson,  Underwood,  Gilchrist,  Garland  Anderson,  Kearnes, 
Wray,  Heath,  and  Edward  Carter ;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  under  their  con- 
sideration all  such  matters  and  things  relative  to  the  trade,  manufactures  and  commerce  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  shall 
from  time  to  time,  be  referred  to  them,  and  to  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon  ;  and  also,  oc- 
casionally, such  improvements  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  made  in  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  the  State,  to 
the  House ;  and  they  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Resolved,  That  eleven  of  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  seven  of  the  committee  of  Privileges 
and  Elections,  and  five  of  any  other  committee,  be  a  suflicient  number  to  make  a  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton,  be  appointed  clerk  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and 
Propositions  and  Grievances;  Mr.  Adam  Craig,  clerk  lo  the  committees  for  Religion,  Courts  of  Justice  and  Claims  ; 
and  Mr.  Charles  Hay,  clerk  to  the  committee  of  Commerce. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  .5,   1783. 


A  petition  on  behalf  of  Aberdeen,  a  negro  man  slave,  late  the  properly  of  John  Goodrich,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  when  his  master  joined  the  British,  he  went  to 
work  at  the  lead  mines,  and  has  continued  to  labor  there  ever  since,  in  the  public  service  ;  and  praying  that  he  may 
be  now  liberated  froni  slavery. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  sulidry  inhahitants  of  the  county  of  Amelia,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  ihe  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  greatly  aggrieved  by  the  operation  of  an  act  of  tlio  last  session 
of  Assembly,  "prohibiting  the  recejition  of  commutables  in  discharge  of  their  taxes;"  and  are  unable  from  the  scar- 
city of  specie,  to  pay  the  same ;  and  praying  relief. 


Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Essex,  wiiose  names  aire  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the  same 
effect. 

Also,  a  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  King  and  Queen,  whose  names  arc  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Culpeper,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  effect ;  and  also  praying  that  no  commutation  of  pay  may  be  given  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  ;  and 
that  delinquent  counties  may  be  called  to  account  for  past  deficiencies  of  men  and  money. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  and  remonstrance,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  concerning  the  ap- 
pointment of  sheriffs;"  and  that  Messrs.  Todd,  Edmundson,  and  Wilson  Miles  Gary,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

A  petition  of  David  Hopkins,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  served  in  the 
continental  line  of  this  State  in  the  rank  of  Captain  and  Major,  from  the  year  1775  to  the  present  time ;  and  pray- 
ing to  be  allowed  the  usual  bounty  of  lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Benjamin  Mosby,  deputy  sheriff  to  John  Harris,  sheriff  of  Powhatan  county ;  setting  forth, 
that  judgment  is  gone  against  his  principal,  for  a  deficiency  in  his  collection  of  the  taxes,  to  discharge  which  he  ten- 
dered to  the  treasurer  sundry  certificates  and  warrants,  received  by  him  in  the  collection,  which  were  refused  because 
not  offered  by  a  day  appointed  by  a  late  law,  of  which  the  petitioner  was  ignorant,  whereby  his  principal  and  himself 
will  be  subjected  to  great  loss  and  injury;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Walter  Crockett;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  sheriff  and  collector  of  taxes  in  the  county  of 
Montgomery,  for  the  year  17S2,  and  after  repeated  distress  and  sale  of  property,  has  not  been  able  to  complete  his 
collection  ;  that  a  judgment  is  given  against  him  for  a  deficiency  of  the  collection,  with  inj;erest,  costs,  and  damages, 
by  which  he  will  be  greatly  injured ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Lawson ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  the  years 
1781  and  17S2,  and  upon  the  settlement  of  his  collections  with  the  auditors,  and  at  the  treasury,  mistakes  were  made 
to  his  disadvantage,  by  which  he  was  injured  upwards  of  30/.;  for  which  judgment  and  execution  hath  been  rendered 
against  him,  and  he  has  been  compelled  to  pay  the  money ;  and  praying  relief 

Also,  a  petition  of  Henry  Anderson  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  allowed  by  the  court  of  Claims  of  Amelia  county, 
375/.  for  a  stud  horse  impressed  for  continental  service,  which  has  been  reduced  by  the  auditors  to  150/.;  and  pray- 
ing relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Charles  Gratiot;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  received  warrants  from  the  auditors  to  a  consider- 
able amount,  in  discharge  of  claims  of  himself  and  others,  against  tiie  State,  for  which  he  cannot  receive  payment  at 
the  treasury;  and  praying  that  funds  may  be  assigned  to  pay  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Edward  Stevens  and  Robert  Lawson ;  setting  fortli,  that  during  the  late  war,  they  each  com- 
manded a  regiment  in  the  continental  line  of  this  State,  until  the  year  1779,  and  since  that  time,  have  served  as  bri- 
gadier generals  in  the  militia ;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  a  reasonable  bounty  in  lands. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matters  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Benjamin  Rufiin,  John  Simmons  and  Arthur  Foster,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  set- 
ting forth,  that  they  were  commissioners  of  the  land-lax  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  for  the  year  1782;  and  that 
the  justices  appointed  to  assess  their  lands,  valued  the  same  to  three  or  four  times  as  much  per  acre  as  the  lands  of  the 
neighbors  adjoining  were  valued  to  by  the  petitioners,  by  which  they  think  themselves  aggrieved;  and  praying  relief. 
A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  die  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 

A  petition  of  Benjamin  Britt,  was  presented  to  tlie  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  last  assessment  of 
lands  in  Brunswick  county,  the  land  of  the  petitioner  was  valued  at  twelve  shillings  per  acre,  and  that  of  his  adjoin- 
ing neighbors  to  six  shillings,  which  he  conceives  to  be  unequal  and  oppressive ;  and  praying  relief. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  tiie  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  '  to  suppress  excessive  gaming, 
as  relates  to  horse  racing;"  and  that  Messrs.  Drury  Ragsdale,  Everard  Meade  and  Benjamin  Harrison,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  repealing  a  former  act,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deem- 
ed citizens  of  this  Commonwealth ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  General  Lawson,  Stuart,  Carter  Henry 
Harrison,  Richard  Lee,  Wilson  Miles  Cary,  Tazewell,  Stephens  Thomson  Mason,  Edward  Carter,  Mann  Page,  Ben- 
jamin Harrison,  Ronald,  Prentis,  and  Thomas  Smith,  d'>  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dix  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  till  Monday  se'nnight. 
F  3 
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The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration, 
and  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House 
for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  November  6,   178a. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Francis  Worman,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Monongalia,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Francis  Worman  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

A  petition  of  the  pilots  in  the  lower  district  of  James  river,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  fees  of  pilotage  established  by  a  late  law,  are  inadequate ;  and  that 
so  much  of  the  said  act,  which  prohibits  more  than  two  lawful  pilots  from  entering  into  partnership,  is  also  injurious 
to  them;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  set- 
ting forth,  that  tliey  have  acquired  rights  of  settlement  to  the  lands  they  now  occupy,  under  the  laws  of  their  country, 
which  have  been  since  confirmed  to  them  by  the  district  commissioners;  that  by  a  decree  of  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
their  said  lands  are  declared  to  be  within  the  grants  of  certain  companies,  and  tlie  petitioners  adjudged  to  pay  com- 
pensation to  the  grantees,  which  decree  they  consider  as  highly  oppressive ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Charles  Bennet,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  received  a  wound  in 
the  naval  service  of  this  Commonwealth,  which  has  deprived  him  of  the  use  of  his  right  arm,  and  renders  him  unable 
to  procure  a  livelihood  by  labor ;  and  praying  reUef. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  lo  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  ministers  and  messengers  of  the  several  Baptist  churches,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ; 
setting  forth,  that  several  oppressive  distinctions  between  dissenters  and  the  Church  of  England,  still  exist  in  the 
vestry  law  and  marriage  act,  in  favor  of  the  latter ;  and  praying  that  all  such  distinctions  may  be  done  away,  and 
religious  freedom  established. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  King  and  Queen,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was 
presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  aggrieved  by  the  operation  of  an  act,  "  for  equalizing 
the  land  tax,"  by  which  the  lands  in  the  said  county  are  placed  in  the  first  class  of  valuation,  contrary  to  the  true  and 
real  state  of  its  fertility;  and  praying  relief. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee, "^1 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Besolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  tlie  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ciiarles  Carter 
reported,  that  the  coinmittec  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  tlie  Commonwealth  under  their  conside- 
ration, and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  vvhich  lie  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  lo  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  respecting  the  appointment 
of  naval  officers,  and  ascertaining  their  fees,  ought  to  be  revised  and  amended. 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  an  act  ought  to  pass  to  regulate  the  appointment  of  justices  ' 
of  the  peace. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Ciiarles  Carter, 
Tazewell,  Cary,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Prcniis,  Gen.  Lawson,  and  Kearnes,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  subsequent  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Tazewell, 
Cartel'  Henry  Harrison,  William  Nelson,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Edmundson,  Gilchrist,  Norvell  and  Todd,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  tlie  state 
of  the  Counuonwealth. 
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The  House  being  informed  that  William  Pickett,  one  of  the  members  for  tlie  county  of  Fauquier,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms  ;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over 
on  Tuesday  the  28th  ultimo ;    , 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Pickett,  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

On  a  motion  made,  r 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  be  discharged  from  reporting  from  the  Journals  of  the  lasi 
session,  the  several  petitions  and  propositions  then  depending  and  undetermined;  and  that  such  petition;*  and  propo- 
sitions be  delivered  by  the  clerk  of  course,  to  the  proper  committees. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  7,   1783. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Hickinson  Barksdale,  one  of  the  members  for  the  couuiy  of  Buckingham;  and 
Thomas  Newton,  member  for  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ;  and  that  there 
was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Tuesday  the  28th  ultimo  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Hickinson  Barksdale  and  Thomas  Newton,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying 
fees. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Benjamin  Harrison,  and  Isaac  Coles,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this 
House,  until  Monday  se'nnight. 

A  petition  of  Col.  Abraham  Buford,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  his  receipts  for 
the  expenditure  of  a  sum  of  paper  money  for  the  equipment  and  support  of  sundry  new  levies,  under  his  command, 
were  lost  at  the  battle  of  the  Waxsaws ;  so  that  he  cannot  settle  his  account  for  the  same  with  the  auditors ;  and  pray- 
ing to  be  allowed  to  prove  the  same  by  his  own  oath. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Richard  Parker,  administrator  &tc.  of  Col.  Richard  Parker,  deceased;  setting  forth,  that  the 
said  deceased,  in  his  life  time,  expended  about  10,000  paper  dollars  for  the  bounty  of  new  recruits,  the  receipts  for 
which  were  lost  when  he  was  slain  in  Charlestown ;  and  praying  that  the  petitioner  may  be  allowed  to  prove  the  same 
by  other  testimonj'. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed; 
setting  forth,  that  they  conceive  it  would  be  of  great  public  utility  to  establish  cross  posts,  and  riders  to  the  same;  and 
praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Charlotte,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  eflect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Todd  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  concerning  the  appoint- 
ment of  sheriffs;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Ragsdale  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  as  con- 
cerns horse  racing ;"  and  the  same  w  as  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonweahh;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  under  their  consideration  the  state  of  tlie  Common- 
wealth, and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  laws  of  revenue  ought  to  be  amended  ;  and  that  com- 
mutables  ought  to  be  received  in  payment  of  taxes  for  the  present  year. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  tobacco,  hemp,  flour  and  deer  skins  ought  to  be  received  in 
commutation  of  the  taxes  for  the  present  year,  and  at  the  following  prices,  to  wit:  tobacco  at  per 

hundred,  hemp  at  per  hundred;  flour,  at  and  deer  skins  at 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brouglit  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs.  Charles  Carter, 
General  Lawson,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Ronald,  Edinundson,  Edward  Carter,  Strotlier,  Wall  and  Todd,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

R'\<:ohed,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Todd,  Thomas  Towles,  Gilchrist,  Thomas  Smith,  Underwood  and  Booker,  be  added  to 
the  committee  for  Religion;  Messrs.  Everard  Meade,  Robert  Goode,  Hunter,  and  Garland  Anderson,  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  repealing  a  former  act,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citi- 
7,ens  of  this  Commonwealth;"  and  Mr.  Booker,  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend 
the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  appointing  naval  officers  and  ascertaining  their  fees." 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


/ 

/  SATURDAY,  November  8,  1783. 

The  House  being  informed  that  John  Carter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun,  attended  in  custody 
the  Serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordfreil,  That  the  said  John  Carter,  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  as  concerns  horse  racing;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Drury  Ragsdale,  Everard  Meade  and  Benjamin  Harrison. 

Ordered.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  repeal  an  act,  '  to  give  further  time  for  the  probation  of 
deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  arad  for  other  purposes;"  and  that  Messrs.  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Roane, 
Ronald,  and  Taylor  of  Caroline,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  repeal  so  much  of 
the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  executions 
on  certain  judgments,  until  December  1783,"  as  declares  that  the  same  shall  only  be  in  force  till  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber 1783; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Todd  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Wednesday  next ;  Mr. 
Johnson  of  Louisa,  until  Monday  se'nnight;  and  Mr.  Heath,  until  this  day  fortnight. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bowdoin,  Wilson  Miles  Cary,  Joseph  Jones,  Preston,  Mann  Page,  and  Clendinnen,  be 
added  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  Mr.  John  Carter,  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  Mr.  Joseph 
Jones,  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  Mr.  Bowdoin,  to  the  committees  for  Religion,  and  of  Privileges  and 
Elections;  and  Mr.  Stuart,  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  laws  of  revenue." 

A  memorial  of  sundry  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  fine,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  being  entitled  to  lands  under  the  king  of  Great  Britain's  proclamation  in  the 
year  1763,  for  military  services  in  the  preceding  war,  they  obtained  a  warrant  to  survey  the  same,  and  had  proceeded 
therein  until  interrupted  by  a  subsequent  proclamation  and  the  war  betweeli  Great  Britain  and  America;  which  causes 
have  since  prevented  them  from  completing  the  same,  and  the  said  lands  are  now  occupied  by  other  settlers;  and 
praying  that  they  may  be  now  authorised  to  proceed  in  surveying  and  locating  the  said  grant. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  sundry  officers  of  the  Delaware  line,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the  same 
efiect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorials  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Mayo  Carrington  and  Samuel  Jones,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the 
allowance  made  them  as  commissioners  of  Claims,  is  inadequate  to  their  trouble  and  expenses,  they  having  been  obliged 
to  employ  more  clerks  than  were  at  first  engaged,  in  order  to  complete  the  business  in  time ;  and  praying  that  the 
said  allowance  may  be  enlarged. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Mann  Page,  Strother,  William  Moore,  Booker,  Gilchrist, 
Underwood  and  Southall ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Bowyer,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  incurred  great  ex- 
pense and  trouble  in  superintending  the  recruiting  business  in  the  districts  of  Augusta,  Rockbridge,  Botetourt  and 
Greenbrier,  for  which  he  has  received  no  compensation ;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  for  the  same,  and  also  relieved 
from  a  judgment  rendered  against  him  for  the  balance  of  his  recruiting  account. 

A  motion  was  tnade,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lunenburg,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  conceive  it  would  greatly  tend  to  promote  religion  and  the 
propagation  of  the  gospel,  if  a  general  and  equal  contribution  for  the  support  of  the  clergy  were  established ;  and 
praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  efiect.' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  nnd  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  H.)use. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonweallli,  being  read; 

Ordered,   That  the  siime  ho  put  oft"  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  tiie  House  adjourned  till  Monday,  12  o'clock. 
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MONDAY,  November  10,  1T83. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Josiah  Parker,  one  of  tlie  members  for  (he  I'ountj-  of  Isle  of  Wight;  and  Gene- 
ral Nelson  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  York ;  attended  in  cnstod)  of  the  serJeant  at  arms,  and  that  there 
was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Tuesday  ilie  2Sth  ultimo; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Josiah  Parker  and  General  Nelson,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  pavin,"-  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  concerning  the  appoiniment  of  sheriffs;"'  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  the  several  act;  of  Asscinbly.  concern- 
ing the  appointment  of  sheriffs." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Todd  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Williamson  and  John  Spears,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that 
they  were  deputy  sheriffs  and  collectors  of  the  tax  in  the  county  of  Henrico,  for  the  year  17S2,  and  having  com]3let- 
ed  their  collection  was  ready  to  pay  into  the  treasury  the  money  and  commutabJes  by  tiiera  received;  but  not  being 
admitted  to  make  partial  payments,  did  not  settle  their  collection  before  the  time  appointed  by  a  late  law  ;  that  a  judg- 
ment is  gone  against  them  for  the  amount  of  their  said  collection,  with  interest  and  damages,  by  which  they  are  greatly 
aggrieved;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Elizabeth  Rickman,  widow  and  executrix  of  William  Rickman,  deceased;  setting  forth,  that 
her  deceased  husband  served  as  director  and  chief  physician  of  the  continental  hospital  in  Virginia,  from  May  1776, 
until  October  1780,  when  he  resigned  ;  that  since  his  death  she  has  applied  to  obtain  the  bounty  of  land  and  depre- 
ciation of  pay  to  which  he  was  entitled,  but  that  the  auditors  have  refused  to  settle  the  same ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Croghan;  setting  forth,  thatin  the  year  1776,  he  purchased  of  Col.  George  Crofhan, 
for  a  valuable  consideration,  a  quantity  of  lands  on  the  river  Ohio,  to  which  the  said  George  Croghan  had  a  legal 
title ;  that  since  that  period  he  hath  been  absent  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  which  prevented  him  from  settling 
the  same,  and  gave  opportunity  to  other  persons  to  settle  thereon  and  obtain  titles  for  the  same ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,   and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  repealing  a  former  act,  and  declaring  who 
shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  concerning  fairs  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  and  the  court 
of  Hustings  thereof;"  and  that  Messrs.  Mann  Page,  Ronald,  Thomas  Towles,  and  Newton,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  explain  and  declare  the  privilege  of  members  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly;"  and  that  Messrs.  Southali,  Booker,  William  Nelson,  Robert  Goode,  Mann  Page  and  Charles  Carter, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  alter  the  court  day  of  the  county  of  Pittsylvania ;"  and  that 
Messrs.  Lankford,  General  Lawson,  and  Bibb,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  biU  "  for  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  on  the  western  waters  ;" 
and  that  Messrs.  Edwards,  Southali,  Underwood,  Garland  Anderson,  Clendinnen  and  Ronald,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Francis  Bossoron,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  his  claim,  for  necessa- 
ries furnished  in  the  Illinois  country  for  the  public  use,  was  settled  by  the  last  Assembly ;  but  that  no  interest  was  al- 
lowed thereupon,  and  no  fund  assigned,  out  of  which  to  pay  the  same ;  and  praying  farther  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Common  Council  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  doubts  have  arisen  upon  the  construction  of  a  late  act,  "  for  laying  off 
the  streets  of  the  said  borough;"   and  praying  that  the  said  act  may  be  explained  and  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  concern- 
ing fairs  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  and  the  court  of  Hustings  thereof;"  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  conmiittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consider- 
ation, and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  agaiti  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  ojiinion  of  this  committee.  That  all  slaves,  who  have  by  appointment  of  their  owners 
served  in  any  regiment  or  corps,  raised  in  this  State  as  substitutes  for  any  free  person,  ought  to  be  emancipated ;  and 
that  the  attorney  general  ought  to  prosecute  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  Thnt  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Charles  Car- 
ter, Prentis,  Ronald,  Smith,  Jones  and  Edmundson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
G  3 


14 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  statf^ 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  11,  1783. 

The  House  being  informed  that  James  Montgomery,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Washington ;  Patrick 
Henry,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henry ;  and  John  Powell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Flu- 
vanna ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  James  Montgomery,  Patrick  Henry  and  John  Powell,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on 
paying  fees. 

A  bill,  "  for  repealing  a  former  act,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  ;"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according- 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are 
as  folioweth : 

Resolved,  that  ii  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Richard  Parker,  administrator  of  Colonel 
Richard  Parker,  deceased,  praying  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  which  was  stopped  by  the  auditors 
of  public  accounts  out  of  the  pay  of  the  said  Colonel  Parker,  for  so  much  advanced  him  for  the  recruiting  service, 
may  be  credited  the  account  of  the  said  Parker,  and  certificates  granted  the  petitioner  for  the  same,  is  reasonable ;  it 
appearing  to  the  committee,  that  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  was  disbursed  by  the  said  Col.  Par- 
ker for  the  purposes  he  received  it. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Char- 
lotte and  Prince  Edward,  praying  that  the  county  courts  may  be  vested  with  a  power  to  levy  annually,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fifteen  or  twenty  pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  rider  to  convey  the  public  despatches,  letters  and  papers 
(franked)  from  their  next  adjacent  county  courthouse ;  is  reasonable. 

The  1st  resolution  was  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
The  subsequent  resolution  was  read  a  second  time  :  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  1st  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
10  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Daniel  Du-Val  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  re- 
port, and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  folioweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Daniel  Du-Val  was  appointed  an  ensign  in  the  continental  army  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  177G,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  until  1778,  when  he  was  appointed  aid-de-camp  to  Major  Ge- 
neral the  Baron  de  Steuben;  that  in  the  year  1779,  he  was  appointed  by  Congress  to  the  command  of  a  company  of 
sappers  and  miners,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  till  the  year  1781,  when  being  in  Virginia  at  the  time  of  the  invasion 
by  Lord  Cornwallis,  he  was  appointed  first  a  major  and  then  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  militia,  in  which  respective 
ranks  he  acted,  until  the  surrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Daniel  Du-Val,  praying  that  he  may 
be  allowed  the  same  bounty  in  lauds,  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  captain  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment; 
is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  lhei.ommittee  had,  according 
to   order,  had  under  tlieir  consideration,  the  [jelilion   of  Edward  Stevens  and  Robert  Lawson,  to  them  referjed,  and 
had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deiiveied  in 
at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  folioweth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  tliat  the  said  Edward  Stevens  was  in  actual  service  as  lieutenant  colonel  of  a  min- 
ute battalion,  from  September  1775,  to  May  1776;  that  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1776,  he  was  appointed  a  colonel  in 
the  continental  army,  and  was  in  the  field  the  whole  of  the  year  1777,  and  part  of  1778;  that  in  May  1780,  be  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  a  brigade  of  militia  ordered  for  the  relief  of  South  Carolina,  in  which  service  he  acted 
until  the  month  of  April  1781,  and  in  June  following  he  took  command  of  a  brigade  of  militia,  and  contiiuiedin  ser- 
vice imtil  the  surrender  of  Lord  Conwallis  at  York. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Robert  Lawson  was  in  the  winter  1775,  appointed  a  major  in  the  4th 
Virginia  regiment  in  the  continental  service,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  until  February  1777,  when  he  was  appointed 
colonel  to  the  said  regiment,  and  continued  in  the  service  until  about  the  25tb  of  December  following,  when  he  re- 
signed; that  in  1778  the  said  Lawson  went  with  Gen.  Nelson  to  Philadelphia,  as  second  in  counnand  in  a  corps  of 
horse,  and  was  in  service  about  three  mouths;  that  in  the  invasion  of  this  State  by  the  enemy,  in  llie  year  177&,  the 
said  liawson  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  militia  on  the  south  side  of  James  river,  and  coutinticd  on  thai 
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command  until  the  enemy  left  the  State;  that  in  September  1780,  the  said  Lawson  was  appointed  to  t^ie  command  of 
a  vohinteer  corps,  and  continued  in  service  until  the  same  was  disbanded  by  the  General  Assembly,  in  December  fol- 
lowing; and  that  in  February  1781,  the  said  Lawson  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  brigade  of  militia  on  the 
south  side  of  James  river,  and  continued  in  service  from  that  time  in  Carolina  and  Virginia,  until  the  surrender  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  at  York. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Edward  Stevens  and  Robert  Law- 
son,  praying  that  a  bounty  of  lands  may  be  granted  them;  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Maun  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  same  bounty  of  land  ought  to  be  allowed  to  Brigadier  General  Edward  Stevens,  and  Bri- 
gadier General  Robert  Lawson,  as  is  allowed  to  officers  of  the  same  rank  in  the  continental  army. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  be  discharged  from  proceeding  on  the  petition  of 
Charles  Gratiot,  to  them  referred ;  and  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Southall  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  explain  and  declare  the  privilege  of  members  of  the  Ge^ 
neral  Assembly ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time  ;  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be 
read  a  second  time. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes     20,  Noes     61. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Wilson  Miles  Gary,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Southall; 

Ordered,   That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Robert  Clarke,  Thomas  Lumpkin,  John  Taylor  of  Care* 
line,  Robert  Goode,  James  Pendleton,  George  Booker,  George  Clendinnen,  Turner  Southall,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson, 
William  Nelson,  jun.  Thomas  Coleman,  Samuel  Goode,  William  Curtis,  John  Watkins,  jun.  John  Kearnes,  William 
Moore,  John  Scott,  John  Rogers,  Wilson  Miles  Cary  and  Henry  Tazewell. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Edward  Carter,  Nicholas  Cabell,  Samuel  Shervvin,  John 
Cunningham,  Moses  Hunter,  John  Breckenridge,  Archibald  Stuart,  Andrew  Meade,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Hickinson 
Barksdale,  John  Ward,  Robert  Gilchrist,  Thomas  ColHer,  George  Carrington,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  French  Stro- 
ther,  George  Wray,  Spencer  Roane,  John  Edmundson,  WilHam  Watkins,  William  Pickett,  Thomas  Smith,  Thomas 
Underwood,  James  Wall,  James  Mason,  Bartlett  Anderson,  Garland  Anderso.'i,  Patrick  Henry,  Hugh  Innes,  William 
Nor. ell,  Josiah  Parker,  Joseph  Jones,  Drury  Ragsdale,  Henry  Towles,  James  Ball,  jun.  John  Carter,  Henry  Stokes, 
Edward  Ragsdale,  John  Edwards,  Thomas  Pettus,  Maurice  Smith,  Benjamin  Wilson,  Francis  Worman,  James  Pres- 
ton, John  Bowdoin,  Benjamin  Lankford,  William  Mayo,  William  Ronald,  Robert  Lawson,  Richard  Bibb,  Alexander 
Scott  Bullitt,  John  Fauntleroy,  Abraham  Bird,  Mann  Page,  Thomas  Towles,  Charles  Carter,  Thomson  Masony 
Richard  Lee,  James  Montgomery,  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  and  Joseph  Prentis. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  cilled  over,  some  were  excused  oir  account  of  sickness,  employment  in  the  service 
of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  Serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody,  Abraham  Outten  and  Thomas 
Parramore,  members  for  the  county  of  Accouiac  ;  Everard  Meade,  one  of  tl>e  members  for  the  county  of  Amelia; 
Adam  Stephen,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley ;  Jesse  Cogbill,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Chesterfield;  Alexander  Henderson  and  Charles  Broadwater,  membei-s  for  the  county  of  Fairfax;  John  Barker,  one 
of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier;  Uavid  Ross,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fluvanna;  Alexan- 
der White  and  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  members  for  the  county  of  Frederick  ;  John  Crittenden  and  Timothy  Pey- 
ton, members  for  the  county  of  Fayette;  Andrew  Donelly,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier  ;^  Elias 
Poston  and  Abraham  Hite,  members  for  the  county  of  Hampshire;  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  one  of  the  members  for 
the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight:  James  Campbell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  Kinchen  Godwin 
and  John  Cowper,  members  for  the  county  of  Nansem6nd  ;  Daniel  Sanford,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Norfolk ;  Isaac  Avery,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton  ;  David  Shepherd  and  Ebenezer  Zane, 
members  for  the  county  of  Ohio;  William  Di.\,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania;  Edmund  Rufiin, 
jun.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George ;  John  Thorowgood  and  Thomas  Kemp,  members  for  the 
county  of  Princess  Anne;  Arthur  Lee,  one  of  tlie  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  William ;  James  Gordon,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  county  of  Richmond ;  Charles  Campbell  and  Andrew  Moore,  members  for  the  county  of  Rock- 
bridge ;  Isaac  Zane,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah ;  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Southampton  ;  Thomson  Mason,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Staflbrd  •  Richard  Cocke,,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  county  of  Surry;  Sterling  Harwell,,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Susse.^  ;  Cole  Digges, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Warwick;  Arthur  Campbell^  oae  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Washington  j 
and  Thomas  Newton,  a  member  for  the  borough  of  Norfolk. 
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Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  acts,  for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chan- 
cery and  General  Court ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Mann  Page,  Tazewell,  and  William  Nelson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consider- 
ation, but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


AVEDNESDAY,  November  12,  1783. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Thomas  Newton,  member  for  the  borough  of  Norfolk ;  and  John  Cowper,  one 
of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Nansemond ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good 
cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  yesterday ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Newton  and  John  Cowper,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  General  Nelson,  be  added  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances and  Claims;  and  Mr.  William  Moore,  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "for  estab- 
lishing inspections  of  tobacco  on  the  western  waters." 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Colonel  Abraham  Buford  to  them  referred,  and  had 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Abraham  Buford,  praying  that  he 
may  be  allowed  to  prove  his  account  against  the  public,  for  monies  expended  in  collecting  the  levies  raised  by  this 
State,  by  his  own  oath  ;  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  the  petition  of  Charles  Bennett,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Charles  Bennett,  praying  relief  in 
consideration  of  a  wound  which  he  received  in  his  right  arm,  whilst  in  the  naval  service  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
which  has  rendered  him  unable  to  procure  a  livelihood  by  labor,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  who  was  em- 
ployed as  a  sail-maker,  ought  to  be  allowed  for  his  present  relief,  half  pay  from  the  1st  day  of  April  1781  to  the  10th 
instant;  and  also,  that  he  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Drury  Ragsdale  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act,  '  to  suppress 
excessive  gaming,  as  concerns  horse  racing,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read;  and  on  the  question  severally  put  thereupon, 
disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

And  then  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time, 

It  passed  in  the  negative.  i 

Resolved,  That  the  said  bill  be  rejected. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  do  lay  his  accounts  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  acts,  for  establishing  a  High  Court  of  Chan- 
cery and  General  Court;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  laws  of  revenue,  and  declaring  tobacco, 
hemp,  flour  or  deer  skins  a  payment  of  certain  taxes;"  and  tiie  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  order- 
ed to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  directing  the  emancipation  of  certain  slaves  who  have 
served  as  soldiers  in  this  Slate  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

A  petition  of  Josiah  Parker,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  served  in  the  Virginia 
line  of  the  continental  army  in  the  respective  ranks  of  major,  lieutenant-colonel  and  colonel,  from  October  1775  un- 
til August  1778,  when  he  resigned,  but  has  since  been  in  frequent  service  in  the  militia  with  the  rank  of  colonel;  and 
praying  to  be  allowed  the  same  bounty  in  land  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  full  colonel. 
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Afso,  a  petition  of  Alexander  Spotswood,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Cherry;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  served  in  the  Virginia  line  of  the  continental  army, 
in  the  respective  ranks  of  lieutenant  and  captain,  upwards  of  six  years,  with  a  short  intermission  occasioned  by  his 
becoming  a  supernumerary,  by  which  he  is  excluded  from  the  bounty  of  lands  given  by  law;  and  praying  to  be  al- 
lowed the  same  bounty  that  is  granted  to  captains. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  con- 
sideration, but  not  having  time  lo  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  laws  of  revenue,  and  declaring  tobacco,  hemp,  flour  or  deer  skins,  a  payment  of  certain 
taxes ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  House,  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  November  13,   1783. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Arthur  Campbell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Washington;  and  Alex- 
ander White  and  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  members  for  the  county  of  Frederick ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  Ser- 
jeant at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Arthur  Campbell,  Alexander  White  and  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  be  admitted  to  their 
seats,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  James  Campbell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  and  Alex- 
ander Henderson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fairfax;  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  and 
that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Tuesday  last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  James  Campbell  and  Alexander  Henderson,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying 
fees. 

A  bill,  "directing  the  emancipation  of  certain  slaves,  who  have  served  as  soldiers  in  this  State;"  was  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Tuesday  next. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  acts,  for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  and  General  Court  j"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Saturday  next. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Botetourt,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  aggrieved  by  the  operation  of  "  an  act,  for  collecting  certain  ar- 
rears of  salary,"  to  the  amount  of  seven  hundred  pounds  and  upwards,  due  to  the  late  incumbent  of  their  parish,  not 
having  specie  to  pay  the  same,  in  addition  to  their  other  public  dues;  and  praying  that  the  said  collection  may  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  glebe  of  the  said  parish  disposed  of  in  discharge  of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  comhiittee  for  Religion;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  House,  a  state  of  the  payments  from  the  several  coun- 
ties for  the  tax  due  under  the  revenue  law  for  the  year  1782,  shewing  the  articles  in  which  the  same  has  been  paid; 
also,  a  state  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  payments  of  commutable  articles  since  the  disposal  of  them  has  been  placed 
in  his  hands. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  auditors  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  an  account  of  the  sales  of  commutable  articles, 
received  in  payment  of  the  taxes  due  under  the  revenue  law  for  1782,  previous  to  the  time  when  the  disposal  of  these 
articles  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  several  letters  from  the  delegates  of 
this  State  in  Congress  and  other  papers  on  the  subject  thereof,  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  General  Nelson  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  considera- 
tion, and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  uf  this  committee,  That  the  duties  and  impost  upon  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dizes imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  as  recommended  by  Congress  in  their  act  of  the  18th  of  April  last,  ought 
H  3 
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to  be  established  under  the  restrictions,  and  with  the  limitation  therein  contained ;  and  that  the  Governor,  with  advice 
of  Council,  ought  to  be  invested  with  a  power  to  appoint  necessary  officers  for  the  due  collection  of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  resolution ;  and  that  Messrs.  General 
Nelson,  Joseph  Jones,  Henry,  Ronald,  Prentis,  William  Nelson,  Tazewell,  Alexander  White,  and  Henderson,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  ^tate 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "to  amend 
the  laws  of  revenue,  and  declaring  tobacco,  hemp,  flour  or  deer  skins,  a  payment  of  certain  taxes,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  14,  1783. 


An  account  of  the  expenses  of  erecting  a  flag,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  was 
presented  to  the  House,  and  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  Thomas  Bentley,  respecting 
his  claim  against  the  public ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims. 

A  petition  of  Daniel  Clarke,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  his  claim  against  the  State, 
is  founded  on  a  bill  drawn  by  Oliver  Pollock,  in  his  favor,  and  for  which  he  paid  full  value  in  solid  coin,  dollar  for 
dollar;  that  this  claim  has  been  regularly  accepted  and  allowed  by  a  former  Assembly,  and  payment  ordered  him;  but 
that  the  last  Assembly  directed  the  said  payment  to  be  stopped,  for  a  reason  unknown  to  the  petitioner  ;  that  he  has 
been  absent  from  his  own  home  and  family  near  three  years,  and  at  great  expense,  soliciting  payment  of  this  claim, 
and  apprehends  total  ruin  in  case  of  farther  delay;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Sir  John  Peyton,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Gloucester,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  set- 
ting forth,  that  after  every  possible  exertion  of  himself  and  deputies,  a  considerable  part  of  his  collection  for  the  year 
1782,  remains  unpaid,  to  satisfy  which,  distresses  and  sale  of  property  has  been  repeatedly  made  to  no  eflect ;  that 
judgment  is  rendered  against  him  for  the  said  balance,  with  damages,  costs  and  interest,  by  which  he  will  be  greatly 
aggrieved;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  laws  of  revenue,  and  declaring  tobacco,  hemp,  flour  or  deerskins,  a  payment  of  certain  taxes;"  and 
after  some  lime  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having 
time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

A  written  state  of  doubts,  respecting  the  settlement  of  certain  public  claims,  suggested  by  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  adjust  the  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  use;  was  presented  to  the  House,  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Jones  and  Mayo  Carrington. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  be  added  to  the  said  committee. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  tlie 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bill  "for  repealing  a  former  act,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citiiens  of  tliis 
Commonweahli,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  tlie  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock.  * 


SATURDAY,  November  15,  1783. 


Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately.  >• 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in  the  service 
of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody,  Abraham  Outten  and  Thomas 
Parramore,  members  for  the  county  of  Accomac;  Thomas  Lumpkin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Bedford; 
Adam  Stephen,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  Robert  Adams,  jun.  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Campbell ;  Robert  Goode  and  Jesse  Cogbill,  members  for  tiie  county  of  Chesterfield ;  John  Banister,  one 
of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddle;  John  Barker,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier;  David 
Ross,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fluvanna;  John  Crittenden  and  Timothy  Peyton,  members  for  the 
county  of  Fayette;  Thomas  Underwood,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Goochland;  Andrew  Donelly,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier;  Elias  Boston  and  Abraham  Hite,  members  for  the  county  of  Hampshire; 
John  Scasbrook  Wells,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight ;  William  Curtis,  one  of  the  members  for 
the  county  of  Middlesex;  Kinchen  Godwin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Nansemond;  John  Watkins  and 
WilUam  bandridge,  members  for  the  county  of  New  Kent;  Daniel  Sanford,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Norfolk;  Isaac  Averj',  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton;  David  Shepherd  and  Ebenezer  Zanc, 
members  for  the  county  of  Ohio ;  Edmund  Rufiin,  jun.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George;  John 
Thorowgood  and  Thomas  Kemp,  members  for  the  county  of  Princess  Anne;  Arthur  Lee,  one  of  the  members  for 
the  county  of  Prince  William;  James  Gordon  and  John  Fauntleroy,  members  for  the  county  of  Richmond;  Charles 
Campbell  and  Andrew  Moore,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge ;  Isaac  Zane,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county 
of  Shenandoah;  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Southampton;  Richard  Cocke,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Surry;  Gray  Judkins  and  Sterling  Harwell,  members  for  the  county  of  Sussex;  Cole  Digges, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Warwick;  and  Richard  Lee,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  West- 
moreland. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Thomas  Lumpkin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Bedford ;  and  John 
Fauntleroy,  one  of  the  members  for  die  county  of  Richmond ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  seijeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Lumpkin  and  John  Fauntleroy,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

A  memorial  of  tiie  continental  receiver  of  taxes  in  this  State,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth, 
that  in  consequence  of  instructions  Irom  the  financier  general,  he  received  from  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  a  consider- 
able payment  of  tobacco,  in  part  of  the  State's  quota  of  supply  to  Congress  for  the  use  of  the  United  States;  that 
the  treasurer  having  been  instructed  not  to  dispose  of  the  same,  except  at  the  price  of  forty  shillings  per  hundred, 
which  could  not  be  then  obtained,  it  was  agreed  between  the  said  treasurer  and  the  financier,  that  indiflerent  persons 
should  fix  the  price  of  the  said  tobacco  at  the  difierent  inspections,  at  which  the  said  financier  should  receive  the  same; 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  said  tobacco  has  been  accordingly  so  received  and  disposed  of  by  the  memorialist,  and 
the  remainder  is  now  on  hand  undisposed  of  for  want  of  purchasers ;  and  praying  that  the  said  proceedings  may  be 
confirmed  in  such  manner,  that  the  United  States  may  sustain  no  loss  thereby ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  they  resume  the  con- 
sideration of  so  much  of  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  continental  and  State  lines,  which  was  depending  and  un- 
determined at  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  as  respects  the  laying  off  the  lands  heretofore  assigned  as  bounties  to  the 
army;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Carrington  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  iii  at  the  clerks  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  ministers  and  messengers  of  the  several 
Baptist  churches,  setting  forth,  that  from  the  operation  of  the  acts,  concerning  vestries  and  marriages,  they  conceive 
themselves  much  aggrieved  and  oppressed,  and  praying  that  the  said  acts  may  be  revised  and  amended;  is  reason- 
able. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  several  laws,  concerning  vestries,  ought  to  be  amended; 
and  that  overseers  of  the  poor,  ought  to  be  appointed  to  each  parish  within  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  several  laws  respecting  marriages,  ought  to  be  amended. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lu- 
nenburg, whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  establishinc:  a  general  and  equal 
contribution  for  the  support  of  the  clergy;  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly- 

The  1st,  2d  and  3d  resolutions,  were  severally  read  a  second  time ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  last  resolution  was  read   a  second  time;  and  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st,  2d  and  3d  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee 
tor  Religion  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
•  to  amend  the  laws  of  revenue,  and  declaring  tobacco,  hemp,  flour,  or  deer  skins,  a  payment  of  certain  taxes;"  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had, 
ac  ording  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  tWn  ^-insideration,  and  made  a  furthe-  p-ogress  therein,  but  not 
having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  inove  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  agam. 
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Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strother  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Saturday  next ;  and 
Gen.  Lawson,  until  Thursday  next.. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  amend  the  acts,  for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  and  General 
Court ;"  and  "  for  repealing  a  former  law,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,"  be-- 
ing  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  11  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  November  17,  1783. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Robert  Goode,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Chesterfield ;  and  John 
Taylor,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Southampton ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 
Ordered,  That  tlie  said  Robert  Goode  and  John  Taylor,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  trie  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in  the  service 
of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody,  Abraham  Outten  and  Thomas 
Parramore,  members  for  the  county  of  Accomac ;  Adam  Stephen,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley ; 
Jesse  Cogbill,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Chesterfield ;  John  Banister,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county 
of  Diiiwiddie  ;  John  Barker,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier ;  David  Ross,  one  of  the  members  for 
the  county  of  Fluvanna;  John  Crittenden  and  Timothy  Peyton,  members  for  the  county  of  Fayette;  Thomas  Un- 
derwood, one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Goochland ;  Elias  Poston  and  Abraham  Hite,  members  for  the  county 
of  Hampshire  ;  Turner  Southall,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henrico ;  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight;  Thomas  Johnson,  jun.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Louisa; 
William  Curtis,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Middlesex;  John  Watkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county 
of  New  Kent ;  Daniel  Sanford,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk ;  John  Bowdoin  and  Isaac  Avery, 
members  for  the  county  of  Northampton ;  David  Shepherd,  and  Ebeneier  Zane,  members  for  the  county  of  Ohio ; 
Wdliam  Mayo,  jun.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Powhatan  ;  Edmund  Ruffin,  jun.  and  Benjamin  Harrison, 
jun.  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George ;  John  Thorowgood  and  Thomas  Kemp,  members  for  the  county  of 
Princess  Anne ;  James  Gordon,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Richmond ;  Charles  Campbell  and  Andrew 
Moore,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge ;  Isaac  Zane,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah  ; 
Richard  Cocke,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Surry  ;  Gray  Judkins  and  Sterling  Harwell,  members  for  the 
county  of  Sussex;  Cole  Digges,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Warwick;  and  Richard  Lee,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Westmoreland. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Monsieur  Cabarras,  vice  consul  of  France  in  this  Common- 
wealth, respecting  American  seamen  shipped  on  board  vessels  belonging  to  subjects  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce. 

A  petition  of  Samuel  Boush,  Cornelius  Calvert  and  Thomas  Newton,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ; 
setting  forth,  that  their  losses  in  houses  and  other  property  destroyed  in  tiie  borough  of  Norfolk,  by  order  of  Conven- 
tion, were  valued  in  specie ;  but  the  public  not  being  in  a  situation  to  pay  them,  they  obtained  Loan  Office  certificates 
for  tlie  same,  of  date  subsequent  to  the  year  1777,  whereby  they  will  sustain  a  loss  of  more  than  one  half;  and  pray- 
ing thai  their  certificates  may  be  taken  in,  nnd  new  ones  granted  them  upon  a  more  equitable  scale ;  and  also,  that 
provision  may  be  made  to  pay  tlie  annual  interest  of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill 
*'  to  amend  the  laws  of  revenue,  and  deciaiing  tobacco,  hemp.  Hour  or  deer  skins,  a  payment  of  certain  taxes ;"  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  again  had  tlie  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  a  further  progress  therein,  but  not 
having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  Tlial  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "concerning  fairs  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  and  the 

court  of  Hustings  thereof;"  and  tlie  same  wiu  received  and  read  the  iirst  tune,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  directing  the  manner  in  which  certain  public  accounts  shall  be 
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statpd  and  settled ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Ronald,  Gilchrist,  Cowper,  Henderson  and  Prentis,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same. 

A  bill,  "  concerning  fairs  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  and  the  court  of  Hustings  thereof;"  was  read  tlie  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Andrew  Meade  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday  next. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  Executive  be  desired  to  lay  before  the  House,  the  Journal  of  their  proceedings,  from  the 
month  of  October  1782,  to  the  present  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  amend  the  acts,  for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  and  General 
Court;"  and  "for  repealing  a  former  law,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,"  being 
read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  18,  1783. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Edmund  Ruffin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George;  and 
Richard  Lee,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland;  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  Thai  the  said  Edmund  Ruffin  and  Richard  Lee,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Turner  Southall,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henrico ;  and  Richard 
Cocke,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Surry ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  seijeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was 
good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  yesterday; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Turner  Southall  and  Richard  Cocke,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

A  petition  of  Ralph  VVormley,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  his  son  John  Wormley, 
went  to  Great  Britain  several  years  ago  to  receive  his  education,  being  intended  for  the  mercantile  line ;  that  the  late 
war  commenced  before  that  education  was  completed,  and  his  said  son  came  to  New  York  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
and  being  destitute  of  other  means  of  support,  as  well  as  too  young  to  judge  upon  political  questions,  accepted  a  com- 
mission in  the  British  army  ;  that  being  now  arrived  at  years  of  discretion  he  has  intermarried  with  a  lady  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  and  is  desirous  of  becoming  a  citizen  of  his  native  country,  but  stands  excluded  by  the  pre- 
sent laws ;  and  praying  that  the  said  John  Wormley  may  be  admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizenship. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Presley  Thornton ;  setting  liDrth,  that  he  went  to  England  for  his  education,  several  years  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  and  upon  the  commencement  thereof,  being  destitute  of  supplies  and  the 
meails  of  support,  was  constrained  to  accept  a  commission  in  the  British  service,  with  an  express  condition  not  to 
serve  in  America,  and  went  to  Gibraltar  in  the  year  1778,  being  then  only  sixteen  years  of  age;  that  be  remained  at 
Gibraltar  without  an  opportunity  of  leaving  the  British  service,  until  February  last,  when  he  received  the  first  advice 
of  an  act  of  this  State,  permitting  persons  in  his  situation  to  return  to  the  same  within  two  years  after  they  should 
come  of  age,  and  immediately  obtained  his  discharge;  but  upon  coming  to  America  finds  himself  not  within  tune,  and 
consequently  excluded  tiie  rights  of  citizenship ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  admitted  a  citizen. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Frederick,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  setting 
forth,  that  they  had  proceeded  to  make  payments  in  hemp,  in  discharge  of  their  public  taxes ;  but  find  by  the  opera- 
tion of  an  act  of  the  last  session,  forbidding  the  reception  of  commutables,  that  the  said  payments  are  of  no  avail, 
whereby  they  are  greatly  aggrieved  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House, 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  William  Croghan,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  seve- 
ral resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  William  Croghan,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  William  Croghan,  ought  to  be  authorised  to  lo- 
cate six  thousand  fonr  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  within  the  territory,  or  tract  of  country  set  apart  for  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  hne,  after  their  respective  portions  of  land  shall  be  laid  off  and  secured  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Maun  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing lo  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Thomas  Collier,  John  Daniel  and  James  Bouldin,  to  them 
referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerks  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
loweth : 
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It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioners  were  appointed  commissioners  of  the  two  per  cent  tax,  to  be 
collected  in  the  county  of  Charlotte;  that  some  tobacco  notes  were  received  by  the  collectors  from  the  people  of  the 
said  county,  before  a  report  prevailed  that  the  warehouses  on  James  and  Appomattox  rivers  were  burnt  by  the  enemy; 
that  as  soon  as  the  said  report  was  confirmed,  tlie  collectors,  in  consequence  of  instructions  from  the  said  petitioners, 
did  not  receive  any  more  tobacco  notes  in  payment  of  the  said  tax ;  and  that  no  fraud  or  collusion  was  practised  by 
the  collectors  or  commissioners  of  the  said  tax  in  receiving  the  said  tobacco  notes. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Thomas  Collier,  John  Daniel  and 
James  Bouldin,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  tobacco  notes  collected  in  payment  of  the  two  per  cent 
tax  in  the  said  county  of  Charlotte,  ought  to  be  received  from  the  commissioners  by  the  public. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Josiah  Parker,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a 
report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  in  October  1775,  the  said  Josiah  Parker  was  appointed  a  major  of  the  5th 
Virginia  regiment  on  continental  establishment,  in  which  rank  he  acted  until  August  1776,  when  he  was  appointed 
a  lieutenant  colonel,  and  in  April  1777,  he  received  a  full  colonel's  commission  in  the  same  regiment,  and  acted  in 
that  rank  until  August  1778,  when  he  resigned. 

It  also  appears  to  your  committee,  that  since  the  resignation  of  the  said  Josiah  Parker,  he  hath  upon  every  inva- 
sion of  this  State  by  the  enemy,  been  upon  duty  with  the  militia,  in  the  rank  of  colonel,  with  the  command  of  the 
whole  militia  on  the  south  side  of  James  river,  after  the  invasion  by  General  Philips,  until  the  arrival  of  the  Count 
de  Grass. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Josiah  Parker,  praying  that  he 
may  be  allowed  the  bounty  in  lands  by  law  given  to  a  colonel  in  the  continental  line,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Southall  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  establishing  inspections  of  tobaccp  on  the  western  waters ;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  laws  of  revenue,  and  declaring  tobacco,  hemp,  flour  or  deer  skins,  a  payment  in  certain  taxes;"  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  tbe  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several 
amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pettus  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Saturday  se'nnight. 
On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  a  writ  issue  for  the  election  of  a  delegate  to  serve  in  the  present  General  Assembly  for  the  county 
of  Surry,  until  the  first  Monday  in  May  next,  in  tbe  room  of  Mr.  James  Kee,  who  hath  accepted  the  office  of  a  com- 
missioner of  the  tax. 
On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  an  auditor 
of  public  accounts,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  John  Boush,  who  hath  resigned. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  being  informed  that  William  Curtis  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Middlesex;  and  Jesse  Cog- 
bill,  one  of  the  members  for  tlie  county  of  Chesterfield;  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Curtis  and  Jesse  Cogbill,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 
The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "directing  the  emancipation  of  certain  slaves,  who  have  served  in  the  army  of  this 
State;"  "to  amend  the  acts,  for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  and  General  Court;"  and  "for  repealing 
a  former  law,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,"  being  read; 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  19,   1783. 


A  petition  of  Mills  Wilkinson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1775,  a 
negro  man  slave  belonging  to  the  petitioner,  confined  in  Suffolk  jail  as  a  runaway,  was  sent  by  order  of  the  rom- 
mittee  of  Safety  to  the  lead  mines,  imd  has  been  continued  ther.-  i)!  the  public  service  ever  since  that  time,  without 
any  consideration  to  him  for  the  valuation  or  hire  of  the  said  slave ;  and  praying  to  be  made  compensation. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  thoy  do  examine  the  matter  Ciiereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  George  Rogers  Clarke,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  during  the  course 
of  his  services  in  the  western  country,  he  expended  and  disbursed  considerable  sums  of  paper  money  on  public  ac- 
count, and  settled  an  account  of  the  same  in  part  with  the  former  auditors ;  but  upon  the  destruction  of  their  papers, 
his  receipts  and  vouchers  for  the  same  were  lost;  that  since  that  time  his  subsequent  accounts,  and  the  receipts  and 
vouchers  for  the  same,  have  also  been  destroyed  at'the  capture  of  Saint  Vincennes  by  the  enemy ;  and  praying  tiiat  he 
may  be  allowed  to  settle  his  said  accounts,  by  the  certificate  of  the  former  auditors  and  his  own  oath. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Hai-rison : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  allowing  bounties  of  land  to  Generals  Steven:^ 
and  Lawson,  and  to  Daniel  Du-Val ;  i-especting  the  accounts  of  Col.  Richard  Parker,  deceased ;  for  allowing  a  sum  ' 
of  money  to  Charles  Bennett;  to  ballot  for  an  auditor  of  public  accounts,  in  the  room  of  John  Bousii ;  and  for  settling 
the  accounts  of  Col.  Abraham  Buford,  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  petition  of  Banks  Dudley,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  received  a  wound  in 
the  service  of  his  country,  which  disables  him  from  obtaining  a  livelihood  by  labor ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Kemp  and  Granville  Smith ;  setting  forth,  that  while  they  were  assistant  quarter-mas- 
ters under  Col.  Porterfield,  they  made  sundry  contracts  for  the  good  of  the  service,  and  are  now  threatened  with  suits 
for  the  same ;  and  that  a  suit  is  actually  commenced  against  them  in  the  General  Court,  for  the  rent  of  a  house  taken 
for  the  use  of  the  department ;  and  {iraying  to  be  relieved  against  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Gibson's  warehouses,  in  the  county  of  King  George;  setting 
forth,  that  the  said  warehouses  have  been  broken  open  at  different  times,  without  the  default  of  the  petitioners,  and 
sundry  tobacco  stolen  thereout,  which  they  are  called  upon  to  make  good;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  rector  and  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Manchester,  in  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  was  presented 
to  tlie  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  bounds  of  the  glebe  lands  of  the  said  parish  are  highly  inconvenient 
to  the  parishioners,  and  would  be  rendered  more  convenient  by  a  temporary  line  to  be  run  agreeable  to  the  boun- 
dary therein  expressed ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Gerard  Hooe,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  keeps  the  ferry  from 
his  land  in  the  county  of  King  George,  across  Potomac  river  to  the  opposite  shore  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  is 
greatly  injured  by  the  practice  of  the  proprietor  of  the  land  in  Maryland,  in  bargaining  with  travellers  to  pass  up  the 
siiore  past  the  petitioner's  ferry,  and  makes  a  smoke,  by  which  he  sends  his  boat,  and  ferries  them  over,  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  petitioner;  that  the  said  abuse  is  not  provided  against  by  law;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  re- 
medy the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Botetourt,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  set- 
ting forth,  that  they  conceive  great  advantages  would  result  to  the  public,  by  establishing  inspections  of  hemp  at  the 
heads  of  navigation ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Ragsdale;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  sheriff  of  Lunenburg  county  in  the  year  1782,  and 
although  distress  was  made  upon  the  property  of  the  people,  was  unable  to  complete  his  collection  in  time;  and  that 
part  of  his  collection  was  made  in  civil  list  warrants  and  certificates,  since  the  first  day  of  August  last,  whereby  judg- 
ment is  gone  against  him,  with  damages  and  interest ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Haynes ;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  lost  or  mislaid  a  certificate  for  three  beeves,  taken 
for  public  use,  and  cannot  now  get  his  claim  for  the  same -settled ;  and  praying  that  provision  may  be  made,  in  his, 
and  like  cases. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  witli  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  laws  of  revenue,  and  declaring  tobacco,  hemp,  flour  or  deer  skins,  a  payment 
of  certain  taxes ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  a  blank  therein  filled  up.  . 

An  engrossed  clause  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder,  for  admitting  payments  of  hemp 
in  counties  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Blue  Ridge  of  mountains,  in  certain  cases. 

And  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  severally  read  three  times  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  be 
added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder. 

And  then  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill,  with  the  ryder,  do  pass ; 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes  61,  Noes  23. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Mann  Page,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Henderson  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  aad  noes  on  the  foregoing  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 
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The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Edward  Carter,  Samuel  Sherwin,  Zachariah  Johnston, 
John  Cunnin£;hain,  Robert  Clarke,  Thomas  Lumpkin,  John  Breckenridge,  A  rchibald  Stuart,  Thomas  Claiborne, 
Hickinson  Barksdale,  Robert  Gilchrist,  John  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Thomas  Collier,  Robert  Goode,  Jesse  Cogbill, 
George  Carrina:ton,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  James  Pendleton,  William  Watkins,  John  Edmundson,  Alexander  Hen- 
derson, William  Pickett,  John  Powell,  Thomas  Smith,  Georsie  Clendinnen,  Garland  Anderson,  Turner  Southall,  Pat- 
rick Henry,  Hugh  Innes,  Josiah  Parker,  Thomas  Coleman,  Henry  Todd,  John  Pollard,  Joseph  Jones,  Henry  Towles,  , 
James  Ball,  John  Carter,  William  Anderson,  Henry  Stokes,  Edward  Ragsdale,  John  Edwards,  William  Curtis,  '■ 
Benjamin  Wilson,  Francis  Worman,  John  Preston,  Charles  Campbell,  John  Thornton,  William  Moore,  John  Scott, 
Be  ";amin  Lankford,  William  Ronald,  John  Fauntleroy,  John  Hopkins,  Abraham  Bird,  John  Rogers,  John  Taylor 
of  Southampton,  Charles  Carter,  Richard  Cocke,  Richard  Lee,  Arthur  Campbell  and  James  Montgomery. 

The  names  of  tiiose  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  George  Nicholas,  Nicholas  Cabell,  Moses  Hunter,  George- 
^f  Wray,  George  Booker,  Alexander  White,  Charles  Mynn  Tln-uston,  James  Wall,  James  Mason,  Isaac  Coles,  William 
Nelson,   Samuel    Goode,  John  Cowper,  John   Kearnes,  Richard  Bibb,  Edmund  Ruffin,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Mami 
Page,  Wilson  Miles  Cary,  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  Joseph  Prentis,  Henry  Tazewell  and  Thomas  Newton. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  of  the  said  bill  be,  "  an  act,  declaring  tobacco,  hemp,  flour  or  deer  skins,  a  payment  of 
certain  taxes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  for  establisliing  inspections  of  tobacco  on  the  western  waters;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

General  Nelson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  ;t 
power  to  lay  certain  duties  for  the  use  of  the  United  States;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  being  informed  that  William  Mayo,  jun.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Powhatan,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Monday  last ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Mayo,  jun.  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Bibb,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Mon- 
day se'nnight;  Mr.  Drury  Ragsdale,  until  Monday  next;  and  Gen.  Nelson,  till  Thursday  se'nnight. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  regulate  elections,  and  to  enforce  the  attendance  of  the 
members  of  the  General  Assembly;"  and  that  Messrs.  White,  Prentis,  Nicholas,  Joseph  Jones,  Charles  Carter,  and 
Carrington,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  give 
further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  concerning  the  ap- 
pointment of  sherifl's,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then  he 
withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  be  added  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections  and  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances. 

Mr.  Prentis  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  ex- 
amined what  laws  have  lately  expired,  and  inspected  such  temporary  laws  as  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  session,  or 
are  near  expiring,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth : 

Resoloed,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1780,  entitled 
"an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain 
surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  otiior  purposes,"  which  was  continued  and  amended  by  several  subsjjquent  acts, 
and  will  expire  in  the  month  of  March  next,  ought  to  be  further  continued. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  tlie  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1782,  entitled  "  an 
act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  executions  on 
certain  judgments  until  December  1783,"  which  then  expires,  ought  to  be  further  continued. 

Resolvcil,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1782,  entitled  "an 
act,  to  ascertain  the  numiicr  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth,"  which  was  continued  by  several  subsequent  acts, 
and  will  expire  on  the  1st  day  of  December  next,  ought  to  be  farther  continued  and  amended. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1782,  entitled  "an 
act,  to  ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this  Commonwealth," 
which  was  continued  by  several  subsequent  acts,  and  will  expire  on  the  first  day  of  December  next,  ought  to  be 
further  continued. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1781,  entitled  "an 
act,  for  callmg  in  and  funding  tlii'  paper  money  of  this  State,"  which  was  continued  and  amended  by  several  subse- 
quent acts,  and  will  expire  on  the  first  day  of  December  next,  ought  to  be  further  continued. 
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Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  resolutions ;  and  that  the  committee  for 
Courts  of  Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  two  letters  from  the  Governor,  stating  further  matters  for  the  consideration 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  referring  to  sundry  letters  and  papers  enclosed  on  the  subject  thereof;  whicii  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  an  auditor  of 
public  accounts,  in  the  room  of  John  Boush,  who  hath  resigned ;  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  comuiittee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  directing  the  emancipation  of  certain  slaves, 
who  have  served  in  the  army  of  this  State;"  "to  amend  the  acts,  for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  and 
General  Court;"  and  "for  repealing  a  former  law,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth," being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  November  20,   1783. 


A  bill,  "  to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  a  power  to  levy  certain  duties  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Tues- 
day next. 

A  bill,  "to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  give  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of 
writing,  and  for  other  purposes;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  Tuesday  next. 

A  petition  of  Charles  de  Klauman,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  served  near  two 
years  as  a  captain,  in  the  service  of  this  State,  in  the  regular  line  and  in  the  militia ;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  a 
bounty  in  lands  adequate  to  his  services. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Col.  James  Innes ;  setting  forth,  that  he  served  In  various  ranks  in  the  army  during  the  late 
war  near  three  years,  and  frequently  in  militia  service ;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  a  reasonable  bounty  in  lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Colonel  William  Nelson,  to  the  same  effect. 

Ordei-ed,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Colonel  George  Mathews,  Lieutenant  Colonels  William  Darke,  Oliver  Towles,  Levin  Joynes,  Tarl- 
ton  Woodson,  and  Major  John  Hayes,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  others,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  set- 
ting forth,  that  during  their  captivity  as  prisoners  of  war  to  the  British  army  in  the  late  war,  they  sustained  many 
expenses,  which  the  auditors  do  not  think  themselves  authorised  to  allow;  and  have  been  charged  two  dollars  per 
week  for  cash  advanced  by  the  public  for  their  board,  whilst  their  allowance  for  rations  hath  been  withheld ;  and  pray- 
ing relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Captain  Alexander  Parker ;  setting  forth,  that  he  incurred  and  paid  the  expense  of  cure  for  a 
soldier  in  his  company,  from  a  disease  with  which  he  was  afflicted ;  and  praying  to  be  reimbursed  for  the  same  by  the 
public. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Francis  Corbonneaw,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  no  fund  is  assigned 
out  of  which  to  pay  his  claim  against  the  State  allowed  by  the  last  Assembly,  and  that  no  interest  was  allowed  upon 
the  same ;  and  praying  farther  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  House  being  informed  that  John  Thorowgood  and  Thomas  Kemp,  members  for  the  county  of  Princess 
Anne,  attended  in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Thorowgood  and  Thomas  Kemp,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  for  allowing  a  bounty  of  lands  to  Colonel  Josiahj^ 
Parker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Christian:  • 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  to  authorise  Major  Croghan  to  locate  certain  lands^^ 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Henry,  Benjamin  Harrison,  and  Henderson,  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Claims ; 
Messrs.  Arthur  Campbell  and  Thruston,  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Worman,  William 
Nelson,  Lumpkin,  Newton,  and  Arthur  Campbell,  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  and  Messrs. 
Newton,  Thorowgood,  Kemp,  Cowper,  Henderson,  Parker  and  Thruston,  to  the  committee  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
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ing  to  ordtT,  liad  iiuder  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Walter  Crockett,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several 
resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follovveth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Walter  Crockett ;  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  tiie  said  Walter  Crockett  ought  to  be  allowed  to  pay  certi- 
ficates for  hemp  and  deer  skins,  to  the  amount  of  SOL  in  part  of  the  judgment  obtained  against  him  for  public  taxes. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  ten  per  centum  damages  upon  the  judgment  and  costs 
agamst  the  said  petitioner,  ought  to  be  remitted,  and  that  execution  ought  to  be  suspended  until  the  1st  day  of  April 
next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  William  Cherry,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  re- 
port, and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  asfolloweth: 

It  apppears  to  your  committee,  that  in  the  month  of  February  1776,  the  said  William  Cherry  was  appointed  a 
lieutenant  in  the  fourth  Virginia  regiment,  in  which  capacity  and  the  rank  of  a  captain  he  served  until  the  month  of 
August  1778,  when  by  the  arrangement  of  the  army  he  became  a  supernumerary  captain;  that  he  continued  with  the 
army  till  some  time  in  the  year  1779,  when  he  received  the  appointment  of  captain  in  the  State  regiment  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Crockett,  in  which  he  served  until  the  21st  of  December  1781,  when  the  said  regiment  was  dis- 
banded. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  William  Cherry,  praying  that  he 
may  be  allowed  the  bounty  in  lands  given  by  law  to  a  captain,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  enforce  a  speedy  payment  of  taxes  received  by  the  sheritls 
and  collectors  of  this  Commonwealth ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Alexander  White,  Prentis,  Mann  Page,  Nicholas,  Arthur 
Campbell,  Joseph  Jones,  and  Thruston,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  to  sell  certain  public  lands ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Nicholas, 
Henry,  Kearnes,  Robert  Goode,  Southall  and  Wilkinson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  compel  vessels  coming  from  foreign  parts  to  perform  qua- 
rantine;" and  that  Messrs.  Newton,  Thorowgood,  Cowper,  and  Wilson  Miles  Cary,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate  to  the  choice  of  an 
auditor  of  public  accounts,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  John  Boush,  Who  hath  resigned;  and  the  members  having  prepared 
tickets  with  the  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes.  Messrs.  Southall, 
Richard  Lee,  and  Ruffin,  v.ere  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  cham- 
ber, and  jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should 
fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrev/ ;  and  after  some  time,  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  cliamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot 
boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Mr.  John  Pendleton,  jun. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  proceed  by  ballot  to  the  appointment  of  a  door-keeper,  in  the  room 
of  John  Creagh,  deceased. 

Ordered,  That  William  Drinkard,  jun.  Zenas  Taite,  Isaac  Ramsbottom  and  Richard  Williams,  be  severally  no- 
minated for  the  said  office. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  empower  and  require  the  sheritf  of  Monongalia  county  to 
hold  the  elections  of  a  Senator  and  delegates  for  the  said  county,  at  two  difl'crent  places  therein  ;"  and  that  Messrs. 
William  Nelson,  Henderson  and  Wilson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edwards  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  tin, 
session. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day.  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Coinmonwealtli ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  but 
not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 
I  Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 

of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "  direct- 
ing the  emancipation  of  certain  slaves,  who  have  served  in  the  army  of  this  State;"   "  to  amend  the  acts,  for  estab- 
lishing the  High  Court  of  Chancery  and  Genera!  Court;"   and  "for  repealing  a  former  law,  and  declaring  who  shall 
be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  olF  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


27 
FRIDAY,  November  21,  1783. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  imported,  from  the  committee  ol"  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  tlie  committee  liad,  according  to 
order,  had  imder  their  consideration,  so  much  of  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  estab- 
lishment, as  respects  the  bounties  of  lands,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  fol- 
loweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  officers  ought  to  be  allowed  to  appoint  superin- 
tendants  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  surveying,  of  their  lands,  and  other  matters  contained  in  the  subsequent 
resolutions. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  officers  ought  to  be  allowed  to  nominate  and  ap- 
point their  principal  surveyor,  (with  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  and  Council,)  with  the  privilege  of  contracting 
with  such  surveyor  for  his  fees  ;  and  in  case  of  his  death  or  inability  to  act,  the  superintendants  be  authorised,  fron) 
time  to  time,  to  appoint  a  principal  surveyor  in  his  stead ;  and  such  principal  surveyor  to  appoint  his  deputies,  to  be 
approved  of  by  the  superintendants. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  holders  of  land  warrants  for  military  bounties,  ought  to 
deliver  them  to  the  principal  surveyor,  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  March  next,  endorsing  on  the  back  of  the  war- 
rant at  the  time  of  delivery,  the  number  of  surveys  such  iiolder  chooses  to  have  it  laid  off  in  ;  but  that  a  general 
officer  ought  not  to  be  allowed  more  than  six,  a  field  officer  five,  and  a  captain  and  subaltern  four  surveys  in  their  res- 
pective apportionments  of  land,  and  the  staff  in  proportion ;  that  the  soldiers'  warrants  ought  to  be  thrown  into  classes 
of  one  thousand  acres  each,  and  numbered  previous  to  drawing,  and  the  numbers  of  the  lot  drawn  to  be  endorsed  on 
such  class ;  and  that  the  respective  proprietors  in  each  class  ought  to  determine  their  choice  by  lot  also,  to  be  divided 
and  numbered  by  the  surveyor,  as  the  soldiers,  being  claimants,  shall  direct. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  instead  of  the  lands  being  first  surveyed  and  afterward,- 
drawn  for  as  directed  by  an  act  of  Assembly,  the  priority  of  location  ouglit  to  be  determined  by  lot,  within  six  days 
after  the  said  13th  day  of  March  next,  under  the  direction  of  the  principal  surveyor  and  General  Scott,  Colonel 
Heath,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carrington,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Temple,  Major  Eggleston,  Captain  Ragsdale,  Captain 
Carrington,  or  any  three  of  them  ;  and  that  all  warrants  not  given  in,  on  or  before  the  said  15th  day  of  March  next, 
ought  not  to  be  located  and  surveyed,  until  the  surveys  are  made  for  those  lodged  in  time,  but  ought  to  be  surveyed 
in  the  same  order  of  priority  as  they  are  respectively  received  by  the  principal  surveyor ;  and  that  if  any  proprietor  of 
a  warrant  or  warrants,  shall  by  himself  or  agent,  decline  to  locate  and  survey  agreeable  to  the  number  endorsed  on 
his  warrant,  such  proprietor  shall  be  postponed  to  those  who  do  not  refuse  to  locate  and  survey  agreeable  to  rotation. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  every  officer  and  soldier,  or  their  legal  representatives, 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  attend  the  locating  and  surveying  of  their  respective  portions  of  land  in  person,  or  by  some 
agent  authorised  for  that  purpose ;  that  the  portions  of  officers  and  soldiers  not  being  transferred,  ought  to  be  sur- 
veyed under  the  direction  of  the  superintendants  agreeable  to  their  number  and  rotation,  notwithstanding  such  officers 
and  soldiers  may  not  be  represented ;  and  that  the  superintendants  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  attend  the  locating 
and  surveying  the  respective  portions  of  those  holding  by  purchase,  unless  such  persons  attend  by  themselves  or  their 
agents. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  surs^eyors,  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendants 
and  the  claimants,  having  a  right  to  survey  from  the  priority  of  their  numbers,  ought  to  proceed  in  the  first  place  to  sur- 
vey all  the  good  lands  within  that  tract  of  country  set  apart  for  the  officers  and  soldiers,  and  lying  on  the  Cumberland 
and  Tennessee  rivers,  of  which  any  three  of  the  superintendants  ought  to  be  judges,  and  tlien  proceed  in  like  manner 
to  survey  on  the  north-west  side  of  the  Ohio  between  the  rivers  Scioto  and  Little  Miami,  until  the  deficiency  of  all 
military  bounties  shall  be  fully  made  up. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  holders  of  officers'  and  soldiers'  warrants  heretofore 
assigned,  ought  to  pay  down  two  dollars  for  every  thousand  acres  on  officers'  warrants,  and  so  in  proportion  for  each 
soldier's  warrant,  to  the  principal  surveyor,  at  the  time  of  lodging  such  warrant  or  warrants,  (exclusive  of  the  sur- 
veyor's legal  fees,)  who  ought  to  be  accountable  for  the  proper  application  of  all  monies  received  with  the  said  war- 
rants, to  such  person  as  the  said  deputation  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  any  lands  which  Iiave  been  granted  by  certain  resolutions 
of  this  present  Assembly,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  granted  to  any  person  or  persons,  for  special  services  or  extraor- 
dinary merit,  or  for  any  consideration  whatever,  ought  not  to  be  located  or  surveyed  in  that  tract  or  territory  reserved 
for  the  army,  until  ail  those  who  have  been  heretofore  provided  for  by  sundry  acts  of  Assembly,  have  surveyed  the 
respective  proportions  of  land  allotted  them. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  -Governor  ought  to  be  empowered  and  required,  to  fur- 
nish the  superintendants  with  such  military  aid  as  he  may  think  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  locating  and  surveying 
the  said  lauds. 

The  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th  and  9th  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  eighth  resolution  was  read  a  second  time ;  and  oa  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  Sth,  6th,  7th  and  9th  resolutions; 
and  that  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Williani  Baber,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  contracted  a  malig- 
nant fever  ai  the  siege  of  York  whilst  in  the  militia  service,  which  has  deprived  him  of  his  eye-sight,  and  renders  him 
unable  to  labor  for  a  livelihood;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Arthur  Aikeii;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  incurred  great  expense  in  the  cure  of  a  wound  re- 
ceived in  the  public  service  at  the  battle  of  Camden,  and  is  by  the  same  wound  rendered  unable  to  labor  for  support; 
and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Godwin,  late  sheriff  of  Nansemond  county;  setting  forth,  that  he  attended  a  late  Gene- 
ral Court  with  a  venire  and  sundry  witnesses  for  the  said  count}',  for  the  trial  of  certain  persons  for  treason;  that  the 
persons  so  attending  not  being  able  to  draw  from  the  public  the  money  due  for  their  attendance,  were  constrained  to 
defray  their  expenses  out  of  tiie  money  intended  to  defray  their  public  taxes,  and  to  assign  to  the  petitioner  their  au- 
dited warrants  for  the  same;  that  the  petitioner  is  in  consequence  deficient  in  his  collections  of  the  taxes  as  sheriff  of 
the  said  county,  and  as  county  lieutenant  of  the  recruiting  tax,  for  which  deficiencies  judgment  has  been  given  against 
him  ;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  to  discount  the  beforementioned  auditor's  warrants  in  discharge  of  the  said  judg- 
ment; or  granted  other  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House.  - 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lunenburg,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  by  an  actual  survey  lately  taken,  the  centre  of  their  county  is  found 
to  be  within  a  small  distance  of  their  present  courthouse,  but  much  more  inconvenient  for  the  business  of  the  county 
and  the  advantage  of  the  people ;  and  praying  that  the  act,  "  for  altering  the  place  of  holding  courts  in  the  said  coun- 
ty," may  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  in  the  parish  of  Fairfax  in  the  county  of  Fairfax,  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  there  remains  but  one  of  their  present  vestry  who  was  chosen  by  the  people,  the  rest  be- 
ing of  those  elected  by  the  vestry  themselves  to  supply  occasional  vacancies,  which  they  conceive  is  a  power  that  ought 
not  longer  to  be  continued  ;  and  praying  that  the  vestry  laws  may  be  amended,  and  overseers  of  the  poor  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  lor  Religion,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  concerning  the  appointment  of  vestries;"  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  county  court  of  Stafford  to  levy  the  tobacco 
due  to  Henry  Tyler,  deceased,  late  clerk  of  the  said  court ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Mann  Page,  William  Moore,  and  Gil- 
christ, do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Prentis  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  continue  an  act, 
to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  executions  on  certain 
judgments,  until  December  1 783 ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  issue  another  certificate  of  equal  value  with,  and  the  same  date  of, 
one  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  January  1781,  the  property  of  John  Dixon,  upon  his  previously  making  oath  that  he 
hath  lost  such  certificate,  and  giving  bond  and  security  to  the  treasurer  to  indemnify  the  State. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Nelson  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  tlie  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  account  of  the  expenses  for  erecting  a  flag,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  the  last  session  of  As- 
sembly, to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  Avhere  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  (he  opinion  of  this  committee.  Thai  the  said  account,  amounting  to  51/.  18s.  is  reasonable;  and 
that  the  amount  thereof  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer,  out  of  any  public  money  in  his  hands  to  Turner  Southall 
and  George  Wray,  gentlemen,  for  the  use  of  the  persons  who  were  by  them  employed  in  making  and  erecting  the 
said  flag. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edward  Racsdale  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday 
se'nnieht;  Mr.  William  Wntkins,  until  Wednesday  next;  and  Mr. ,  until  this  day  se'nnight. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senale,  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  As- 
scmlily,  concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr   Todd  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  directing  tlie  emancipation  of  <  irtain  slaves,  who  have  served  in  the  army  of  this  Slate;"  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  that  the  committee  liad,  according  to  order,  had 
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the  said  bill  under  tlieir  consideration,  and  gone  throup;h  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  lliereto,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "for 
repealing  a  former  law,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth ;"  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the 
same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
the  said  bill. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  ballot  to  the  appointment  of  a  door-keeper;  and  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bill  "to  amend  the  acts, 
for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  and  the  General  Court,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  November  22,  1783. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Daniel  Sanford,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  attended  in  cus- 
tody of  the  Serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Daniel  Sanford  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Robert  Adams,  jun.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Campbell,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Monday  last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Robert  Adams,  jun.  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "directing  the  emancipation  of  certain  slaves,  who  have  served  in  the  army  of  this  State;"  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  directing  the  emancipation  of  certain  slaves,  who 
have  served  in  the  army  of  this  State." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  continue  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends 
the  issuing  of  executions  on  certain  judgments  until  December  1783;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  county  court  of  Stafford,  to  levy  the  to- 
bacco due  to  Henry  Tyler,  deceased,  late  clerk  of  the  said  court;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  ihis  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Banks  Dudley,  late  a  Serjeant  in  the  7th 
V^irginia  regiment,  praying  relief  in  consideration  of  a  wound  which  he  received  at  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  and 
which  has  rendered  him  unable  to  procure  a  livelihood  by  labor,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  put 
on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Capt.  Alexander  Parker,  praying  to  be  re- 
imbursed by  the  public  the  sum  of  4?.  10^.  which  he  advanced  and  paid  to  Doctor  William  Foushee,  for  curing  one  of 
the  soldiers  late  under  his  command,  of  a  dangerous  disorder,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  said  sum  of  Al.  10.s.  ought 
to  be  paid  to  the  petitioner  out  of  the  contingent  fund;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent  in  account  with  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Lankford  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  altering  the  court  day  of  the  county  of  Pittsylvania;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  letter  from  his  excellency  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  Thomas  Bentley,  respecting  his 
claim  against  the  public,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  aftenvards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  sura  of  2,000/.  being  a  part  of  the  said  Bentley's 
L  3 
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claim  as;ainst  the  public,  ousyht  to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  treasurer  for  his  present  relief,  out  of  any  unappropriated 
money  that  may  cuirr:e  into  bis  hands. 

Resolved,  that  it  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  warrants  which  have  been  issued  by  the  auditors  of  pab<- 
lic  accounts,  in  favor  of  the  said  Thomas  Beiitley,  on  account  of  his  said  claim,  ought  to  bear  an  interest  of  five  per 
centum  per  annum,  from  their  respective  dates,  till  paid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  iheir  concurrence. 
A  petition  of  John  Vaughan,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting:  forth,  that  he  has  served  as  a  soldier 
and  lieutenant   in  the  service  of  this  State,  from  the  year  1775  until  the  month  of  February  1787;  and  praying  a  rea- 
sonable bounty  in  lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Henry  Martin,  of  the  island  of  Tortola ;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  purchased  an  estate  in  this 
Commonwealth,  and  wisl)es  to  remove  bis  family  and  eiii'cts  thereto,  but  finds  that  he  is  precluded  by  an  act  of  As- 
sembly, from  bringing  his  slaves ;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  to  bring  with  his  famih',  a  number  not  exceeding  twelve 
for  domestic  services. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Christian  and  Arthur  Campbell,  guardians  of  Charles  Campbell,  an  infant  orphan, 
son  and  heir  of  Gen.  William  Campbell,  deceased;  setting  forth,  that  their  said  ward's  father  in  his  Hfe  time,  served 
at  various  times  in  the  army  and  mihtia,  and  performed  great  and  meritorious  services  for  his  country;  and  praying 
that  a  bounty  in  lands  may  be  granted  to  his  said  son. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  pilots  in  the  district  of  Potomac  river;  .setting  forth,  that  the  rates  of  pilotage  established 
by  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  are  very  inadequate;  and  praying  tliat  the  same  may  be  increased. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  pilots  in  tlie  district  of  Rappahannock  river,  to  the  same  eflect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  ;  that  thej'  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  tiiereof.  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  honorable  John  Francis 
Mercer,  one  of  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  covering  the  transcript  of  an  act  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
and  a  statement  of  payments  made  by  the  several  States;  which  were  r«ad. 

Ordered,  That  the  transcript  of  the  act  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  the  bill  "to  invest  tlie  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  a  power  to  levy  certain  duties  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States." 

Ordered,  That  the  Governor's  letter  with  the  other  enclosures,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  appointment  of  a  door-keeper,  ia 
(he  room  of  John  Creagh,  deceased;  and  the  members  liaving  prepared  tickets  with  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  ap- 
pointed, and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Charles  Carter,  Richard  Lee,  and  Southall, 
were  nominated  a  committee  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  to  the  House,  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew;  and  after  some  time,  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  examined  the  ballot  boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  William  Drinkard,  jun. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Drinkard,  jun.  be  appointed  a  door-keeper  to  this  House,  and  that  he  give  his 
attendance  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Thursday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  one  year  trom  the  30th  day  of  this  month  ;  and  also  of 
two  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  Samuel  Hardy  and  James  ;Monroe,  Esquires, 
who  have  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Hou^e  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  acts,  for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  and  General 
Court,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  11  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  November  24,  178o. 


The  House  being  informed  that  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight; 
Thomas  Underwood,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Goochland;  and  John  Watldns,  one  of  the  members  for 
the  county  of  New  Kent,  attended  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  Thomas  Underwood  and  John  Watkins,  be  admitted  to  their 
seats,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Thomas  Johnson,  jun.  cue  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Louisa,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Jilonday  last;  , 

Ordered^  That  the  said  Thomas  Johnson,  jun.  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 
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A  biir,  "  to  empower  the  county  court  of  Stafford  to  levy  the  tobacco  due  to  Henry  Tyler,  deceased,  late  clerk 
of  the  said  court;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bdl,  "for  altering  the  court  day  of  the  county  of  Pittsylvania;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  Messrs.  Lankford,  General  Lawson,  Bibb  and  Breckenridge. 

A  bill,  "  to  enforce  a  speedy  payment  of  taxes,  received  by  the  sheriffs  and  collectors  of  this  Commonwealth ;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Thursday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Christian: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  respecting  Walter  Crockett ;  and  for  granting  a^fr 
bounty  of  lands  to  William  Cherry.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  committed 
the  bill  "  concerning  fairs  in  the  tinvn  of  Fredericksburg,  and  the  court  of  Hustings  thereof,"  that  they  receive  a 
clause  or  clauses,  to  explain  so  much  of  an  act,  "  for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond, and  for  other  purposes,"  as  respects  the  appointment  of  two  more  aldermen. 

Mr.  Prentis  presented,  from  the  conunittee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  further  continu- 
ing an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  within 
this  Commonwealth;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Prentis  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  further  continu- 
ing an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Prentis  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  further  continu- 
ing and  amending  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth ;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Newton  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  compel  vessels  coming  from  foreign  parts  to  perform  qua- 
rentine;"  and  the  same  wes  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  i-ead  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  the  acts,  for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  and  General  Court ;"  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "tor  the  security  of  creditors  and  the  relief  of  debtors;"  and 
that  Messrs.  Henderson,  Parker,  Nicholas,  Henry,  Richard  Lee,  Joseph  Jones,  Wilson  Miles  Gary,  William  Moore, 
Wall  and  White,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  directing  the  mode  of  sueing  out  and  prosecuting  writs  of 
habeas  corpus;'"  and  that  Messrs.  White,  Prentis,  Tazewell,  Nicholas  and  Stuart,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Prentis  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had  further  examined  what 
laws  have  lately  expired,  and  inspected  such  temporary  laws  as  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  session,  or  are  near  ex- 
piring, and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
loweth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1781,  entitled  "an 
act,  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service,"  which  was  continued  and  amended  by 
several  subsequent  acts,  and  expired  on  the  first  day  of  June  last,  ought  to  be  revived. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  fn  the  year  1782,  entitled 
"an  act,  concerning  pensioners,"  which  expired  in  the  month  of  May  last,  ought  to  be  revived. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  at  the  last  session,  entitled 
"  an  act,  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  escheated  lands  late  the  property  of  John  Connelly,"  which  will  expire  at  the 
end  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly;  ought  to  be  further  continued.  k^ 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1781,  entitled  "an    W 
act,  for  regulating  tobacco  fees,  and  fixing  the  allowance  to  sherifl's,  witnesses  and  venire  men,"  ought  to  be  amended. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  for 
Courts  of  Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Prentis  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  further  continu- 
ing part  of  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  to  locate  war- 
rants upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  the 
question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be  read  a  second  time, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts. 


And  a  tutnmittee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Prentis,  Gilchrist,  Norvell,  William  Watkins,  Newton,  Edraundsoii, 
William  Anderson,  Pickett,  Strother,  John  Watkins,  Kearnes,  Sanford  and  Pendleton. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  to  inform  them  that  this  House  have  appointed  a  committee  to 
examine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  and  that  if  they  please  to  appoint  a  committee  of  their  House  for  the  same  purpose, 
both  committees  may  proceed  in  the  business  together. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  said  message. 

A  petition  of  William  Finie,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  deputy 
quarter-master  general  by  the  committee  of  Safety  in  the  year  1775,  which  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  General 
Assembly;  that  in  the  year  1776,  be  was  appointed  deputy  quarter-master  general  by  Congress,  with  the  rank  of  co- 
lonel, and  in  the  year  1777,  was  appointed  quarter-master  general  of  this  State  by  the  board  of  War,  with  the  rank 
and  privileges  of  a  colonel ;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  the  same  bounty  of  lands  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  colonel. 

Also,  divers  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Henry,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  set- 
ting forth,  that  they  labor  under  many  inconveniences  from  the  great  extent  of  their  county,  and  their  distance  from 
the  courthou^  and  other  places  of  public  meetings;  and  praying  that  the  said  county  may  be  divided  into  two  distinct 
counties,  agreeable  to  certain  boundaries  therein  expressed. 

Also,  divers  petitions  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  same  county,  in  opposition  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  for  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  on  the  western  waters  ;"  and  "  for  repeal- 
ing a  former  law,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  ihe  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  25,  1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  empower  the  county  court  of  Stafford  to  levy  the  tobacco  due  to  Henry  Tyler,  deceased, 
late  clerk  of  the  said  court;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  empower  the  county  court  of  Stafford  to  levy 
the  tobacco  due  to  Henry  Tyler,  deceased,  late  clerk  of  the  said  court." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  acts,  for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  and  General  Court;"  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  acts,  for  establishing  the  High 
Court  of  Chancery  and  General  Court." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  for  farther  continuing  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State ;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

A  bill,  "for  farther  continuing  and  amending  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  people  within 
this  Corrunonwealth ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
Friday  next. 

A  bill,  "  for  farther  continuing  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the 
depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this  Commonwealth  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  oblige  vessels  coming  from  foreign  parts  to  perform  quareutine;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  directing  the  treasurer  to  issue  a  certificate  to  John 
Dixon,  in  lieu  of  one  lost  by  him;  and  directing  the  treasurer  to  pay  the  expenses  of  erecting  the  flag.  And  then  he 
withdrew. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  sundry  iniiabitants  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  to  them  refer- 
red, and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  commissioners  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  an 
act,  for  settling  and  adjusting  the  titles  of  claimers  to  unpatented  lands  under  the  present  and  former  government, 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth's  Land  Office,"  and  before  whom  the  claims  of  tlie  petitioners  to 
land  in  consideration  of  settlements  wore  laid,  did  adjudge  the  same  in  their  favor,  and  granted  certificates  to  tlv  s.iid 
petitioners  in  manner  directed  by  the  said  act,  who  have  surveyed  their  respective  lands,  and  some  of  them,  upon  re- 
turning plats  thereof  to  the  Land  Office,  have  obtained  grants  for  the  same. 
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It  also  appears  to  your  committee,  that  on  the  2d  3ay  of  May  1783,  a  decree  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  w 
made  in  these  words,  to  wit :  "  the  several  claiins  of  Thomas  Walker,  Esq.  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other  mem- 
■  bers  of  the  Loyal  Company;  and  of  Tliomas  Nelson,  Esq.  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other  members  of  the  Green 
brier  Company,  to  grants  of  all  the  lands  surveyed  under  several  orders  of  Council,  bearing  date  the  12th  of  Jul, 
1749,  the  29th  of  October  1751,  the  14th  of  .June  1753,  and  the  16th  of  December  1773,  came  on  to  be  heard  yes- 
terday and  this  day  ;  and  thereupon,  the  arguments  of  the  counsel  for  the  claimants,  and  of  the  attorney  general  for 
the  Commonwealth,  having  been  fully  heard  and  considered  ;  it  is  tlie  opinion  of  the  court,  and  accordingly  decreed 
and  ordered,  that  all  surveys  made  by'a  county  surveyor,  or  his  deputy,  properly  qualified  according  to  law,  previous 
to  the  year  1776,  and  certified  to  have  been  made  by  virtue  of  the  orders  of  Council  to  the  Loyal  and  Greenbrier 
Companies,  or  either  of  them,  ought  to  be  confirmed ;  and  that  the  register  be  directed  to  issue  patents  upon  all  such 
surveys  as  shall  be  returned  and  so  certified." 

it  also  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  lands  for  which  certificates  were  given  to 
the  petitioners  as  aforesaid,  are  included  in  the  surveys  of  the  said  Greenbrier  Company,  confirmed  by  the  said  decree. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of 
Greenbrier,  praying  that  patents  may  issue  for  the  lands  contained  in  the  said  certificates,  is  reasonable. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  a  second  time;  and  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Slierwin  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday  next;  and  Mr. 
James  Mason,  until  Monday  se'nnight. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  putting  Banks  Dudley  on  the  list  of  pensioners ;  |^ 
for  reimbursing  Captain  Alexander  Parker,  a  sura  of  money  expended  by  him  for  the  public  service ;  and  to  proceed 
by  joint  ballot  with  this  House  on  Thursday  next,  to  the  choice  of  a  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  of  two  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State  ;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  declaring 
tobacco,  hemp,  flour  or  deer  skins,  a  payment  of  certain  taxes,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House;  and  "directing  the  emancipation  of  certain  slaves,  who  have  served  as  soldiers  in  the  armv 
of  this  State,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  also  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  for  repealing  a  former  act,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth ;"  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  a  further  progress  therein,  but  not  hav- 
ing time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  a  power  to  levy  certain 
duties;"  "to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  give  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of 
writing,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  on  the  western  waters,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


d       \^ 


WEDNESDAY,  November  26,  1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained 
from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this  Commonwealth ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to 
ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  tlie  depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this  Commonwealth." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Henderson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  authorise  the  sheriff  of  Monongalia  county,  to  hold 
elections  for  a  senator  and  delegates  for  the  said  county  at  two  different  places  within  the  same ;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time.  ^» 

Mr.  Prentis  presented,  from  die  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  continue  an  act,      l./^ 
entitled  'an  act,  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  escheated  lands  late  the  property  of  John  Connelly;"  and  the  same  was     *^' 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.   Prentis  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  revive  an  act,    ^ 
entided  '  an  act,  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  puolic  service;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr   Breckenridge  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "for  altering  the  court  day  of  the  county  of    )l 
Pittsylvania,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,       • 
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and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  ^ame  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Pendleton  and  William  Moore,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House, 
until  Monday  se'nnight, 

A  petition  of  James  Gaines,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  a  deputy  sherifl"  in 
Orange  county  for  the  year  1782,  and  made  a  partial  collection  of  the  taxes  for  that  year,  but  was  prevented  by  sick- 
ness from  completing  the  same  in  time  ;  that  the  receipts  for  hemp  and  flour,  tobacco  notes  and  civil  list  warrants 
by  him  tendered  at  the  treasury  since  the  first  day  of  August,  have  been  refused;  and  that  judgment  is  gone  against 
his  principal  for  a  deficiency  in  the  collection,  w  ith  interest  and  damages,  which  must  ultimately  injure  him ;  and  pray- 
ing relief 

Also,  a  petition  of  Otway  Byi'd ;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  served  in  various  ranks  in  the  army  during  the  late 
war,  and  conceives  himself  entitled  to  a  bounty  in  lands;  and  praying  that  a  reasonable  bounty  therein  maybe  gran- 
ted him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Carter  Page,  to  the  same  eftect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Minson  Gait;  setting  forth,  that  he  served  in  various  ranks  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  army,  during  the  late  war;  and  praying  that  a  reasonable  bounty  in  lands  may  be  granted  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  General  Charles  Scott,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  others;  setting  forth,  that  they  received 
monies  on  account  of  the  recruiting  service  in  the  year  1781,  and  at  the  end  of  the  war  returned  the  balances  remain- 
ing in  their  hands  to  the  treasury,  having  occasionally  expended  a  part  of  the  said  monies  to  answer  their  pressing 
I  necessities,  for  which  they  hoped  to  be  allowed  to  make  a  discount  on  a  settlement  of  their  pay  accounts;  but  now 
find  that  judgments  are  like  to  be  rendered  against  them  at  the  motion  of  the  solicitor,  for  the  same ;  and  praying 
relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  diey  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Francis  Pledge,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  by 
the  court-martial  of  Goochland  county,  a  collector  of  the  recruiting  tax  in  the  said  county;  and  having  completed 
bis  collection,  and  paid  in  a  part  of  the  same,  was  in  his  absence  from  home  robbed  of  the  sum  of  7/.  5^.  8d.  being 
the  balance  thereof,  by  some  person  or  persons  unknown,  who  broke  into  his  house;  that  judgment  is  gone  against 
him  for  the  same ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  resume  the  consideration 
of  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  Illinois  regiment,  which  was  depending  and  undetermined  before 
the  last  session  of  Assembly,  as  respects  their  proportions  of  the  bounty  of  lands  allowed  them  by  law,  and  the  laying 
off  a  town  at  the  falls  of  Ohio. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "making  certain  certificates  for  hemp  and  flour  payable  for 
taxes;"  and  that  Messrs.  Thruston,  and  William  Moore,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  repealing  a  former  law,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth;"  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  Carter  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  a  further  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time 
to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "declaring  tobacco,  hemp,  flour  or 
deer  skins,  a  payniftit  of  certain  taxes;"  and  the  same  were  read. 

The  fn-st  amendment  being  read  a  second  time ; 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  the  said  bill  being  a  , 
money  bill,  the  Senate  hath  no  power  to  amend  or  alter,  but  must  wholly  approve  or  reject  the  same, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  atiirmaiive.  ; 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  acquaint  the  Senate  tlierewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Elkey. 

Mh.  Spkakkr, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  Thomas  Bentlej 
And  then  he  witiidrew. 

Tlie  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "directing  the  emancipation  of  cer 
tain  slaves,  who  have  served  as  soldiers  in  this  State;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Carter  do  acquanit  the  Senate  therewith. 
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The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  tlie  Senate  to  the  resolution,  permitting  Abraham  Buford 
to  prove  his  accouiiis  against  the  public  by  his  own  oath;  and  the  same  being-read,  were  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  empower  the  Governor  to  give  annually,  honorary  rewards 
for  the  best  literary  performances  at  the  several  public  schools  and  colleges  within  this  Commonwealth,  on  the  subject  ^ 
of  the  late  revolution ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Henry,  Mann  Page,  Joseph  Jones,  General  Lawson,  White,  Thruston   Tho- 
mas  Smith,  Car} ,  Ball,  Todd,  and  William  Cabell  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendments  made  by  this  House  to  their  amendments,  to  the 
bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment,  and  the  same  being  read,  was  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Todd  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker,— The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  empower  the  county  court  of  Stafford  to  levy  the  to-J^ 
faacco  due  to  Henry  Tyler,  deceased,  late  clerk  of  the  said  court."     And  then  he  withdrew.  <^ 

!\Ir.  Prentis  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  revive  an  act  en- 
tided  'an  act,  concerning  pensioners;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Clarke,  Wilson,  Cocke  and  Thruston,  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and 
Grievances ;  Mr.  Ragsdale  to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts ;  and  Mr.  Nicholas  to  tlie 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Jones  and  Mayo  Carrington. 

The  House  proceeded  to  nominate  persons  proper  to  be  balloted  for  as  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Commonwealth,  for  one  year  from  the  30th  day  of  tiie  present  month  ;  and  also  as  members  of  the  Privy  Council 
or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  Samuel  Hardy  and  James  Monroe,  Esquires,  who  bath  resigned.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Parker  do  carry  a  Hst  of  the  persons  so  nominated  to  the  Senate. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Edmund  Randolph,  Esq.  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the 
persons  appointed  to  vindicate  the  title  of  Virginia  to  western  territory,  stating  the  progress  made  in  that  business; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  a  writ  issue  for  the  election  of  a  delegate  to  serve  in  the  present  General  Assembly,  for  the 
county  of  Northumberland,  until  the  first  Monday  in  May  next,  in  the  room  of  John  Heath,  Esq.  deceased. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  a^ 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  a  power  to  levy  certain  rl 
duties  for  the  use  of  the  United  States ;"  "  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  for  the  probation 
of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "for  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  on»^ 
♦.he  western  waters,"  being  read ;  |K 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  November  27,   1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "for  altering  the  court  day  of  the  county  of  Pittsylvania;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  altering  the  court  days  of  the  counties  ol' 
Pittsylvania,  Botetourt,  Montgomery  and  Spottsylvania." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lankford  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  aud  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  authorise  the  sheriff  of  Monongalia  county  to  hold  elections  of  a  senator  and  delegates  for  the  said 
county  at  two  different  places  within  the  same ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

A  bill,  "to  continue  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  escheated  lands  late  the  property  of 
John  Connelly;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

A  bill  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

A  bill,  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning  pensioners;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Thruston  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  making  certain  receipts  for  hemp  and  flom-  payable  for 
taxes ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  are  satisfied  with  the  noraination  for  a  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate,  and  have  no 


person  to  adtl  tlieret6 ;  and  they  have  added  one  to  the  nomination  tor  the  memljers  of  the  Privy  Coimcil  or  Cowncil 
of  State.     And  then  lie  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison :  , 

gm  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  liavo  agreed  to  the  amendment  made  by  this  House  to  their  amendment  to  the  re- 

■f  solution,  for  settling  the  accounts  of  Abraham  Buford,  and  paying  him  the  amount  tliereof.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  name  of  his  excellency  General  Washington  be  withdrawn  from  the  nomination  for  a  Gover- 
nor or  Chief  Magistrate. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  Governor 
or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  ensuing  year  from  the  30th  day  of  the  present  month;  and  tlie 
members  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot 
boxes,  Messrs.  Parker,  Charles  Carter,  and  Coles,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate, 
in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  widi  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the 
j0  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

^^  The  committee  then  withdrew;  and  after  some  time,  returned  into  the  House,  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot 
boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  of  Berkeley. 

The  House  tiien,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate  to  the  choice  of 
two  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  names  of 
the  persons  to  be  appointed  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Mann  Page,  Henry,  Nicholas,  Soutb- 
all,  Henderson,  Charles  Carter,  and  Prentis,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the 
confei-ence  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majority 
of  votes  should  fall. 
M  The  committee  then  withdrew;  and  after  some  time,  returned  into  the  House,  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot 
boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  William  Christian  and  William  Nelson,  jun.  Esquires. 
On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  notify  to  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  of  Berkeley,  his  appointment  to 
be  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  for  one  year  from  the  30th  day  of  this  month. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Charles  Carter,  Nicholas  and  Tazewell. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 
^L  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  tiie  resolution,  for  receiving  from  the  commissioners  of  Charlotte 

^^  county,  the  tobacco  notes  received  by  them  in  the  collection  of  the  two  per  cent.  tax.     And  then  he  witiidrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey: 
^  Mr.  Speaker, — Tlie  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  to  the 

^  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  tiie  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs;" 
also,  they  do  adhere  to  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the  bill   "  declaring  tobacco,  hemp,  tlour  or 
deer  skins,  a  payment  in  certain  taxes."     And  then  he  withdrew. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  by 
this  House,  and  adhered  to  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  declaring  tobacco,  hemp,  Hour  or  deer  skins,  a  payment  of  cer- 
tain taxes." 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  imposing  taxes  and  estab- 
lishing a  revenue;"  and  that  Messrs  Nicholas,  Henry,  William  Cabell,  Edraundson,  Strother,  Roane,  Parker,  Hender- 
son, Thruston  and  Stuart,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "directing  tiie  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  petition  of  Richard  Bruce,  deputy  sheriff  of  Albemarle  county,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting 
forth,  that  in  the  month  of  July,  having  collected  the  fidl  balance  of  taxes  in  cash,  hemp,  receipts  and  warrants,  for 
the  year  1782,  he  set  out  (or  the  city  of  Richmond,  but  was  prevented  by  a  severe  illness,  with  which  he  was  seized  on 
the  road,  from  reaching  it  until  the  (Jth  day  of  August,  after  the  time  allowed  by  the  act  "for  the  relief  of  shcritis  for 
paying  commutables  into  die  treasury"  liad  expired;  and  praying  that  the  said  articles  may  be  now  received. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  tliereof,  and  report  the  same  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  tlie  House. 

A  petition  of  I\lattliew  Anderson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  being  a  soldier  in  the 
service  of  this  State  during  the  late  war,  he  is  now  disabled  by  infirmities  from  procuring  a  livelihood  by  labor;  and 
praying  that  he  may  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Amherst,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  tiiey  conceive  it  would  greatly  contribute  to  the  promotion  of  religion 
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and  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  if  a  general  and  uniform  system  for  the  support 
of  the  clergy  was  established ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  report  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  respecting  the  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Lunenburg,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the. 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  enforce  a  speedy  payment  of  the  taxes  from  the  sheriffs  and  collectors  of  this 
Commonwealth ; "  "for  repealing  a  former  law,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth ;"  "  to 
invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  a  power  to  levy  certain  duties  for  the  use  of  the  United  States;" 
"to  repeal  'an  act,  for  giving  further  time  for  die  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  and   "  for  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  on  the  western  waters,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  28,    1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  authorise  the  sheriff  of  Monongalia  to  hold  elections  of  a  senator  and  delegates  for  the 
said  county  at  two  different  places  within  the  same;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  to  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  ''an  act,  to  authorise  the  sheriff  of  Monongalia  to  hold 
elections  of  a  senator  and  delegates  for  the  said  county  at  two  different  places  within  the  same." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled   '  an  act,  concerning  pensioners;"  was  read  the  third  time.     - 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning 
pensioners." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  carry  the  bill  to  tiie  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  making  certain  receipts  for  hemp  and  flour  payable  for  taxes  ;  "  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committeii  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Wednesday  next. 

A  bill,  "  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cary  have  leave  to  he  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  further  matters  for  the  consideration  of 
ihe  General  Assembly,  and  referring  to  sundry  letters  and  papers  enclosed  on  the  subject  thereof;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Mann  Page,  Henry,   Joseph    Jones  and  Carter  Henry  Harrison. 

A  petition  of  Savary  de  Valcoulon,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  agent  for 
Messrs.  Colougnac,  and  Company,  merchants  at  Nantz,  and  has  been  empowered  by  them  to  demand  of  this  State 
payment  for  a  considerable  quantity  of  goods,  delivered  to  the  agent  of  this  State  in  France;  and  praying  that  imme- 
diate provision  may  be  made  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and   report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  for  repealing  a  former  law,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  ;"  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  a  further  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go 
through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered.  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  upon  the  bill  "to  en- 
force a  speedy  payment  of  the  taxes  from  the  sheriffs  and  collectors  of  this  Commonwealth." 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Prentis,  and  Bartlett  Anderson,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House, 
until  Monday  se'nnight. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Fayette,  Jefferson  and  Lincoln,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  by  the  revival  of  the  law,  for  the  better  regulat- 
ing and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes,  the  surveyors'  fees  are  so  high  that  many  of  them  will 
be  unable  to  discharge  them;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  remedy  the  inconvenience,  and  also  to  compel  the 
principal  surveyors  to  reside  in  their  counties,  and  to  inhibit  them  from  acting  by  deputy. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  that  they  do  examine  the  mat- 
ter thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  continue  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a 
former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  executions  upon  certain  judgments  until  December  1783;"  "to  oblige  vessels 
coming  from  foreign  parts  to  perform  quarantine ;"  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  an  act,  entitled  *  an  act,  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth  ;"  "  to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
with  a  power  to  levy  certain  duties  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  ;"  "to  repeal  'an  act,  for  giving  further  time  for  the 
probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "for  establishing  inspections  of 
tobacco  on  the  western  waters,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ort'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  November  29,  1783. 


Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Thomas  Williamson  and  John  Spears,  to  them  referred, 
and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deli- 
vered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  foUoweth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  sheriff"  of  the  county  of  Henrico  obtained  an  order  from  Mr.  Boiling 
Starke,  one  of  the  auditors,  for  the  treasurer  to  receive  of  the  said  sheriff,  40,000  lbs.  of  tobacco,  1,632  lbs.  of  hemp, 
9,000  lbs.  of  flour,  and  30Z.  \Gs.  of  the  one  for  forty  money;  that  the  petitioners,  or  one  of  them,  went  to  the  trea- 
sury office  before  the  1st  day  of  August  last,  to  settle  their  accounts  as  they  said,  but  there  being  a  number  of  sheriffs 
at  that  time  in  the  office  doing  business,  the  petitioners  were  desired  to  come  another  day. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Williamson  and  Spears,  praying 
that  they  may  be  allowed  to  pay  what  they  have  actually  received  in  the  course  of  their  collection,  towards  discharg- 
ing the  judgment  against  the  sheriff'  of  the  said  county  of  Henrico,  and  that  the  ten  per  centum  on  the  said  judgment 
may  be  remitted,  is  reasonable. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  a  second  time ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
A  motion  was  then  made,  to  amend  the  report  by  subjoining  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petitioners  ought  to  be  allowed  all  legal  discounts,  which  they  had  before,  or  may  have 
since  the  said  judgment  was  obtained. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  severally  read  three  times  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  report  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  was  recommitted  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
again  had   the   same   under  their  consideration,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  Iblloweth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  all  persons  who  have  obtained  certificates  from  the  com- 
missioners for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles  of  claimers  to  unpatented  lands,  may  proceed  to  obtain  patents  agreea- 
ble to  the  said  certificates,  provided  they  account  with  the  grantees,  for  so  much  of  the  land  as  may  have  been  sur- 
veyed for  the  said  grantees,  prior  to  the  year  177G,  agreeable  to  a  late  decree  of  the  Court  of  Appeals. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  State  should  reimburse  to  such  people  the  sums  they 
have  er.pended  in  commissioners'  wages,  surveyors'  and  clerks'  fees,  for  so  much  land  as  they  hold  under  the  gran- 
tees ;  and  that  the  amount  thereof  should  be  ascertained  by  the  surveyors  and  clerks  of  the  respective  districts,  upon 
oath,  whose  certificates  shall  be  receivable  in  the  payment  of  taxes. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  as  there  was  no  Land  Office  open,  by  which  claimers 
under  the  respective  land  companies  could  procure  patents,  from  the  year  1703  until  the  year  1779,  and  there  was  no 
certainty  of  their  tenures,  under  the  said  companies  till  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  that  they  shall  only  be 
entitled  to  interest  from  the  date  of  tbe  said  decree. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  no  forfeiture  hereafter  shall  take  place  for  non-payment  of 
monies  due  to  the  grantees,  but  that  their  debts  ought  to  be  upon  the  same  footing  with  those  of  other  citizens  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  and  resolutions  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  tlie  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  rommittee  had,  according  to 
order,  liad  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  roferreii,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 
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Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Gerard  Hooe,  praying  that  the  act  of  Assem- 
bly, for  estabhshing  public  ferries,  may  be  amended,  and  that  others,  not  keepers  of  public  ferries,  may  be  prevented 
from  setting  any  person  or  persons  for  a  reward  over  any  river  or  creek,  wlicreon  public  ferries  are  established,  is 
reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Moontjoy ,  late  paymaster  to  the 
third  Virginia  regiment,  praying  such  a  bounty  in  lands  may  be  granted  him,  as  he  hath  an  equitable  right  to,  be 
rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  pilots  on  Potomac,  Rappa- 
hannock and  James  rivers,  as  prays  that  the  act  of  Assembly,  for  establishing  their  fees,  may  be  revised  and  amended, 
is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  the 
fees  of  the  said  pilots  may  be  increased,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  he  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution ;  and  tliat  the  committee  for  Courts  of 
Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  third  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Rickman,  widow  and  exe(;utrix  of  William  Rick- 
man,  deceased,  late  of  the  county  of  Charles  City,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several 
resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  William  Rickman,  was  on  the  18th  day  of  May  1776,  constituted  and 
appointed  by  Congress,  director  and  chief  physician  of  the  hospital  in  Virginia,  in  the  service  of  the  continent ;  that 
the  said  Rickman  continued  to  act  under  the  said  appointment  until  the  21st  day  of  October  1780,  when  he  resigned. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Rickman,  praying  that  the 
auditors  of  public  accounts  may  settle  and  allow  the  legal  depreciation  of  the  pay  of  the  said  William  Rickman,  and 
issue  certificates  for  the  same,  and  warrants  for  the  interest  thereof,  as  in  the  case  of  officers  and  soldiers,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  representatives  of  the  said  William  Rickman,  ought 
to  be  allowed  such  a  portion  of  land,  as  the  rank  and  services  of  the  said  William  Rickman  merit. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are 
as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Henry  Martin,  of  the  Island  of  Tortola, 
praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  import  twelve  negro  slaves  into  this  State  for  domestic  purposes,  is  reasonable; 
upon  condition  that  the  said  Henry  Martin,  at  the  same  time,  import  the  like  number  of  white  laborers  or  mechanics. 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Minson  Gait,  praying  that  he  may 
•be  allowed  the  same  bounty  in  lands  as  is  given  by  law  to  surgeons  in  the  continental  army,  is  reasonable. 

The  first  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  second  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  second  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senfite  by  Mr.  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  ascer-J|^ 
lain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this  Commonwealth;"  and  "to  amencr^ 
the  acts,  for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chan'cery  and  General  Court,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  cer- 
tain taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  repealing  a  former  law,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth;"  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,   That  the  said  report  be  received  on  Monday  next. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a, 
permanent  revenue,  into  one  act;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  Monday  next.  .<,  .j. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the' 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  continue  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a 
former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  executions  upon  certain  judgments  until  December  1783;""  to  oblige  vessels  com- 
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ing  from  foreign  parts  to  perform  quarentine;"  '•  for  further  continuing  and  amending  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  as- 
certain the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth;"  "to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with 
a  power  to  levy  certain  duties  for  the  use  of  the  United  States;"  "  to  repeal  'an  act  for  giving  further  time  for  the 
probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "for  establishing  inspections  of 
tobacco  on  the  western  waters,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  1,  1783. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Kinchen  Godwin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Nansemond,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over 
on  Monday,  the  1 7th  ultimo ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Kinchen  Godwin  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Timothy  Peyton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fayette,  attended  in  cus- 
tody of  the  Serjeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Timothy  Peyton  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  dehvered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Ralph  Wormley,  praying  that  his  son  John 
Wormley,  may  be  permitted  to  reside  in  this  State,  and  enjoy  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizenship  within  the  same, 
is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Presley  Thornton,  praying  that  he  may  be 
permitted  to  reside  in  this  State,  and  enjoy  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizenship  witiiin  the  same,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Watts  and  Nathaniel  Marks,  inspectors 
at  Boyd's  warehouses  in  the  town  of  Blandford,  praying  that  they  may  be  reimbursed  by  the  public  for  two  hogsheads 
of  tobacco,  weighing  neit  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  pounds,  which  were  stolen  out  of  the  said 
warehouses  on  the  5th  day  of  March  last,  is  reasonable. 

The  first  and  second  resolutions,  being  severally  again  read,  were  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  third  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  and  second  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee 
of  Propositions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  surveying  the  lands  given  by  law  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  on  continental  and  State  estabhshment;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  White  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "directing  the  mode  of  sueing  out,  and  prosecuting  writs  of 
habeas  corpus;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
^  Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 

^iheir  consideration  the  memorial  of  Daniel  Clarke,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  seve- 
ral resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  General  Clarke,  and  the  testimony  of  Thomas  Bentley, 
tliat  two  of  the  bills  charged  in  Oliver  Pollock's  account  (on  whicl)  he  founded  his  right  to  draw  upon  this  State  in 
favor  of  the  memorialist,  Daniel  Clarke,)  to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  were  drawn  by  Gene- 
ral Clarke  in  favor  of  the  said  Bentley,  for  the  same  number  of  paper  dollars,  advanced  him  for  the  recruiting  service 
in  June  1780';  and  that  the  said  Bentley  sold  those  bills  to  a  trader,  who  was  generally  considered  as  an  agent  of 
Oliver  Pollock's,  having  first  informed  him  that  they  were  drawn  for  depreciated  money. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  some  of  the  bills  included  in  the  said  account  were  drawn  at  specie 
value. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  memorialist  was  a  fair  purchaser  for  a  valuable  consideration  of 
Oliver  Pollock's  bill  on  this  State,  and  as  far  as  your  committee  can  discover,  totally  unconnected  with  the  said 
Pollock. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  bills  drawn  by  Colonel  Montgomery  and  Captain  M'Cartey,  were 
protested  by  (iovernor  Nelson ;  those  gentlemen  not  iiaving  been  authorised  to  draw  upon  this  State. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  ojiinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  \lie  memorial  of  the  said  Daniel  Clarke,  as  prays 
that  the  resolution  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  directing  the  treasurer  to  make  no  further  payments  to  the  raemo- 
vialists  may  be  rescinded,  is  reasonable. 
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Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  memorial  as  prays  that  com- 
pensation may  be  made  the  said  raemoriahst,  for  the  bills  drawn  by  Colonel  Montgomery  and  Captain  M'Cartey,  and 
purchased  by  him  at  New  Orleans,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  a  further  inquiry  ought  to  made  into  the  value  of  the 
bills  first  mentioned  in  the  report,  and  that  on  a  settlement  with  Oliver  Pollock,  the  State  ought  to  have  a  credit  lb) 
the  difference  between  their  real  value  and  the  sum  paid  to  the  memorialist. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  1st  and  3d  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  tlieir  concurrence. 

A  petition  of  John  Campbell,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  notwithstanding, an  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  "for  suspending  the  sale  of  certain  lots  and  lands  adjoining  the  town  of  Louisville,"  the 
trustees  have  proceeded  to  the  sale  of  several  lots  within  the  said  town  to  the  great  injury  of  the  petitioner,  to  whom 
all  the  said  lands  are  now  mortgaged;  and  praying  that  the  act,  establishing  the  said  town  may  be  repealed,  and  that 
a  dividing  line  may  be  run  between  his,  and  the  escheated  lands  late  the  property  of  John  Connelly,  agreeable  to  a 
deed  of  partition  made  between  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "to 
amend  tlie  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  reve- 
nue;" and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ronald  reported,  that  the  commit- 
tee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  according  to  order,  the  amendments  agreed  to  on 
Saturday  last,  to  the  bill  "for  repealing  a  former  act,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth ;"  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  they  were 
again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  register  of  the  Land  Office  do  lay  before  this  House,  a  list  of  all  warrants  issued  from  his  office 
upon  treasury  and  pre-emption  rights,  and  as  military  bounties  for  waste  and  unappropriated  lands,  distinguishing  the 
same ;  and  also  specifying  the  quantity  of  land  contained  in  each  warrant,  the  time  when,  and  to  whom  issued ;  and 
also  what  patents  have  been  obtained  in  consequence  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wall  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Wednesday  se'nnight. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  prevent  the  filing  informations;"  and  that  Messrs.  Thomson 
Mason,  White,  Nicholas,  Henry,  Joseph  Jones,  Roane  and  Tazewell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  no  petitions  be  presented  to  this  House  after  Saturday  next. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the 
paper  money  of  this  State;"  "directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  "to  continue  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to 
repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  executions  upon  certain  judgments  until  December  1783;" 
■"to  oblige  vessels  coming  from  foreign  parts  to  perform  quarantine;"  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  an  act, 
entitled  'an  act,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth;"  "to  invest  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  with  a  power  to  levy  certain  duties,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States;"  "to  repeal  an  act,  for  giving 
further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  "  for  establish- 
ing inspections  of  tobacco  on  the  western  waters,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  2,  1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  es- 
tablishing a  permanent  revenue;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  as- 
certaining certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Christian  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "for  altering  the  court  days  of  the  counties  of  Pittsylva-« 
Ilia,  Botetourt,  Montgomer\  and  Spottsyivania ;"  "  to  authorise  the  sheriff  of  Monongalia  to  hold  elections  of  a  senator 
0  3 
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/  and  delegates  for  the  said  county,  at  two  different  places  within  the  same;"  and  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act, 

concerning  pensioners." 

A  bill,  "for  surveying  the  lands  given  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State  establishment;"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "directing  the  mode  of  sia-iiig  out,  and  prosecuting  writs  of  habeas  corpus;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  ;md  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Thursday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  repealing  a  former  law,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  thfs  Common- 
wealth ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

And  then  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes  31,  Noes  55. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Parker  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  the  Hon.  John  Tyler  (Speaker.)  Edward  Carter,  William 
Cabell,  Archibald  Stuart,  Andrew  Meade,  Robert  Adams,  jun.  Edmund  Reade,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Spencer 
Roane,  Timothy  Peyton,  Thomas  Smith,  Thomas  Underwood,  George  Clendinnen,  Garland  Anderson,  Nathaniel 
Wilkinson,  John  Scasbrook  Wells,  Thomas  Coleman,  Henry  Todd,  John  Pollard,  Joseph  Jones,  Stephens  Thomson 
Mason,  Maurice  Smith,  William  Curtis,  Kinchen  Godwin,  John  Kearnes,  John  Thorowgood,  Thomas  Kemp,  John 
Taylor  of  Southampton,  Thomson  Mason,  James  Montgomery  and  Thomas  Newton. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  George  Nicholas,  Nicholas  Cabell,  Samuel  Sherwin, 
Zachariah  Johnston,  John  Cunningham,  Robert  Clarke,  Thomas  Lumpkin,  Moses  Hunter,  Hickinson  Barksdale,  John 
Ward,  Robert  Gilchrist,  Thomas  Collier,  Robert  Goode,  GeoVge  Carrington,  French  Strother,  George  Wray,  Alex- 
ander Henderson,  William  Pickett,  Alexander  White,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  Jaimes  Wall, 
Isaac  Coles,  Patrick  Henry,  Hugh  Innes,  William  Norvell,  Josiah  Parker,  Drury  Ragsdale,  Henry  Towles,  James  Ball, 
jun.  John  Carter,  William  Anderson,  Thomas  Johnson,  Henry  Stokes,  Thomas  Pettus,  Samuel  Goode,  Benjamin 
Wilson,  Francis  Worman,  James  Campbell,  John  Cowper,  John  Watkins,  William  Dandridge,  John  Thornton,  John 
Scott,  Benjamin  Lankford,  William  Mayo,  jun.  William  Ronald,  Benjamin  Harrison,  John  Fauntleroy,  Abraham  Byrd, 
.Tohn  Rogers,  Mann  Page,  Thomas  Towles,  Richard  Lee  and  Henry  Tazewell. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  bill,  together  with  the  ayes  and  noes,  be  published  in  the  Virginia  Gazette;  and 
that  a  printed  copy  thereof  be  set  up  at  the  courthouse  or  other  place  of  holding  courts,  in  every  county  within  this 
Commonwealth,  on  their  respective  days  of  holding  elections  of  delegates  in  April  next. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  notify  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  of  Berkeley,  his  ap- 
pointment to  be  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  ensuing  year,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  notified  him  thereof,  and  that  he  was  pleased  to  return  the  following  answer: 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  present  my  thanks  to  the  Assembly  for  the  honor  they  have  done  me  in 
electing  me  again  to  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  the  Commonwealth ;  the  approbation  of  the  public  is  the  highest  gra- 
tification the  patriotic  breast  can  feel;  mine  is  too  sensibly  affected  on  the  present  occasion,  to  let  slip  any  opportunity 
that  may  offer  during  my  continuance  in  office,  of  promoting  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  State;  and  1  request  you 
to  assure  the  honorable  the  Assembly,  that  as  my  views  have  hitherto  been,  so  shall  they  continue  directed  to  those 
great  objects.  To  you,  gentlemen,  ray  thanks  are  particularly  due  for  the  very  polite  manner  in  which  you  have  de- 
livered the  votes  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly,  and  I  request  you  to  accept  them. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  Executive  be  desired  to  lay  before  this  House,  all  the  papers  relative  to  the  transactions  be- 
tween this  State  and  Messrs.  Penelt  and  Company,  merchants  of  France. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  lor  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper 
money  of  this  State;"  "directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  "to  continue  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend 
an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  executions  upon  certain  judgments  until  December 
1783  ;"  "  to  oblige  vessels  coming  from  foreign  parts,  to  perform  quarantine ;"  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending 
an  :>'t,  entitled  'an  act,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealtii ;"  "to  invest  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  with  a  power  to  levy  certain  duties,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Stites  ;"  "  to  repeal  an  act,  for 
giving  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "for 
establishing  iiisppciions  of  tobacco  on  the  western  waters,"  being  read; 
Ordrnd,  That  the  sam'   be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  llie  House  adjournetl  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 
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WEDNESDAY,  December  3,  nSJ. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  acts,  for  establishing^- 
a  High  Court  of  Chancery  and  General  Court ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  ft 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clarke  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  memorial  of  William  M'Mechen,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  others  of 
the  State  of  Delaware,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  memorialists  in  their  own  right  or  in  right  of  their  ancestors,  were  en- 
titled to  certain  quantities  of  land  under  the  proclamation  of  the  King  of  Great  Bdtain,  issued  the  7th  day  of  Octo-        l/ 
ber  1763;  that  there  was  not  at  that  time  any  vacant  lands  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  of  which  they  were  residents 
whereby  they  could  derive  the  benefits  intended  by  the  said  proclamation. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  memorial  of  the  said  William  M'Mechen,  praying        ,-"^ 
that  a  certain  quantity  of  land  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Ohio  river  may  be  secured  to  the  memorialists,  and  pro- 
portioned among  them  according  to  their  respective  ranks  and  claims  under  the  said  proclamation,  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  memorial  and  petition  of  sundry  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line, 
who  served  in  the  war  which  commenced  in  America  in  the  j'ear  1755,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  re- 
port, and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  tabic, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  officers  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  Doctor  John  Morgan  their  agent, 
and  one  of  the  said  officers,  made  application  in  the  year   1774  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Virginia,  for  leave 
and  permission  to  survey  and  lay  off  the  portions  of  land,  which  they  were  respectively  entitled  to  under  the  procla- 
mation of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  issued  in  the  year  1763;  that  the  Governor  and  Council  were  of  opinion  that       : 
the  claim  of  the  said  officers  to  lands  under  the  said  proclamation  was  well  founded,  and  a  commission  was  thereupon       ; 
-ranted  by  the  masters  of  William  and  Mary  College  to  Capt.  William  Thompson,  afterwards  General  Thompson  of      ' 
tiie  American  army,  appointing  him  either  a  principal  or  deputy  surveyor,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  said  survey 
within  this  State;  that  the  said  Thompson  thereupon  proceeded  to  make  and  complete  surveys  within  this  State,  for 
as  much  land  as  would  answer  the  claims  of  the  said  officers ;  but  the  disputes  commencing  about  that  time  between 
Great  Britain  and  America,  and  the  said  Thompson  from  principles  of  attachment  to  his  country,  refusing  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  the  said  surveys  were  refused  to  be  received  by  the  surveyor  of  the 
county  wherein  they  were  made;  and  the  said  Thompson  quitted  this  business,  and  shortly  after  joined  Gen.  Wash- 
ington at  the  head  of  a  regiment ;  and  that  most  of  the  said  officers  also  entered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the  said  officers,  praying  that         i , 
their  claims  may  be  confirmed,  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  memorial  of  George  Webb,  Esq.  continental  receiver,  to  them  refer- 
red, and  had  come  to  a  resolution  tiiereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  settle  with  the  continental 
receiver,  for  the  tobacco  delivered  to  him  on  account  of  the  United  States,  at  the  prices  fixed  by  the  persons  appointed, 
agreeable  to  a  contract  entered  into  between  the  financier  general  and  the  persons  who  purchased  the  said  tobacco. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  memorial  of  several  continental  officers,  to  them  referred,  and  had 
come  to  a  resolution  tiiereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  all  judgments  which  have  been,  or  may  be  obtained  against 
officers,  for  the  respective  balances  of  monies  put  into  their  hands  for  the  recruiting  senicS,  may  be  discharged  by  in- 
terest warrants,  due  to  officers  and  soldiers  for  their  arrears  of  pay  and  depreciation ;  and  that  executions  on  the  said 
judgments  be  stayed  two  months. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  a  second  time;  and  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Carrington  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Botetourt,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come 
.  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county  of  Botetourt,  as  prays  that  the  glebe  of  their  parish  may  be  sold,  to  discharge  certain  arrears  of  salary  due 
to  the  Rev.  Adam  Smyth,  incumbent  thereof,  be  rejected. 
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Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  such  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Greenbrier,  Montgomery,  Washington  and  Rockbridge,  as  were  resident  in  the 
said  county  of  Botetourt  before  the  division  thereof,  may  be  obliged  to  pay  their  proportions  of  the  said  arrears  of 
^alary  due  to  the  said  Adam  Smyth,  agreeable  to  their  lists  of  titheables  taken  in  the  year  1776,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  last  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  for  Religion 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  for  the  examination  of  the  enrolled  bills. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Ronald,  Henderson,  Edmundson,  White,  Thomas  Smith,  Stewart. 
Roane,  Todd,  and  Drury  Ragsdalc.  . 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted ;  and  the 
names  of  those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in 
the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Abraham  Outten  and  Thomas 
Parramore,  members  for  the  county  of  Accomack ;  Adam  Stephen  and  Moses  Hunter,  members  for  the  county  of 
Berkeley;  Thomas  Claiborne,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Brunswick:  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  members 
tor  the  county  of  Caroline;  Jesse  Cogbill,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Chesterfield;  John  Banister,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddie  ;  John  Barker,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier ;  David  Ross, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fluvanna;  Andrew  Donnelly,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier ; 
Elias  Poston  and  Abraham  Hite,  members  for  the  county  of  Hampshire;  Turner  Southall,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Henrico  ;  William  Nelson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  James  City ;  Edward  Ragsdale,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg;  John  Edwards,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Lincoln;  William 
Curtis,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Middlesex;  John  Preston,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Mont- 
gomery;  John  Bowdoin  and  Isaac  Avery,  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton;  David  Shepherd  and  Ebenezer 
Zane,  members  for  the  county  of  Ohio;  William  Dix,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania;  Robert 
Lawson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  Edward ;  Edmund  Ruffin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Prince  George;  James  Gordon,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Richmond;  Charles  Campbell  and  Andrew- 
Moore,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge ;  Isaac  Zane,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah ; 
Charles  Carter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Staflbrd;  Richard  Cocke,  one  of  ihe  members  for  the  county 
of  Surry;  Gray  Judkins  and  Sterling  Harwell,  members  for  the  county  of  Sussex ;  Cole  Digges,  one  of  the  members 
for  the  county  of  Warwick ;  and  Henry  Tazewell,  a  member  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
''to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  a  power  to  levy  certain  duties,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made 
several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  tl>e  third  time. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Henry  Tazewell,  member  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  attended  in  custody  of 
the  sergeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Henry  Tazewell  be  admitted  to  his  scat,  on  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Messrs.  Dandridge,  and  Alexander  White,  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  Henry  Tazewell,  member  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  be  admitted  to  make  his  personal  excuse, 
for  non-attcndanco  when  the  House  was  called  over  to-day,  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  it  appearing  that  the  said  Henry 
Tazewell  has  not  yet  taken  his  seat,  in  consequence  of  the  order  for  his  admission  on  paying  fees;  and  still  remains  in 
custody. 

The  said  Henry  Tazewell,  accordingly  appeared  at  the  bar  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  addressing 
himself  to  Mr.  Speaker,  made  his  excuse  to  the  House,  for  the  said  non-attendance. 

Whereupon,  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  Henry  Tazewell  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees;  and  that  the 
former  order  lor  his  admission  on  paying  fees,  be  rescinded. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Turner  Southall,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henrico;  and  Moses 
Hunter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley  ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  Turner  Southall  and  Moses  Hunter,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House,  according  to  tlie  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  oblige  vessels  coming  from  foreign  parts  to  perform  quarantine  ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therc-in,  Mr.  Speaker 
resumed  ihe  chair,  and  !\lr.  Tluuston  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  (iicir 
consideration  and  gone  tiirougli  tlie  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
bflerwards  delivered  in  at  the  deik's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  t»vice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  liic  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  witii  the  amendments,  b.  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  belurc  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  sundry  papers  relative  to  the  transac- 
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tions  between  this  State  and  Messrs.  Penettand  Company,  merchants  of  France  ;  wliich  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  a  petition  of  Bartholomew  Beauregard, 
respecting  his  claim  against  the  public ;  which  were  read,  and  the  said  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Walter  Hopkins,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1777  he 
was  sent  by  the  deputy  quarter-master  general  to  Charlestown,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  supplies  for  the  use 
of  the  army,  and  was  at  considerable  trouble  and  expense;  and  praying  that  some  compensation  may  be  made  him 
for  his  said  trouble,  and  his  expenses  reimbursed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "concerning  fairs  in  the  town 
of  Fredericksburg,  and  the  court  of  Hustings  thereof,"  was  committed,  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  upon 
a  clause,  respecting  the  laying  off  the  streets  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  which  they  were  instructed  to  receive. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  making  certain  receipts  for  hemp  and  flour  payable  in  taxes;"  "for  surveying 
the  lands  given  by  law  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State  establishments  ;"  "  for  further  continuing  an 
act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State ;"  "  directing  the  sale  of  certain  pub- 
lic lands;"  "  to  continue  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends 
the  issuing  of  executions  upon  certain  judgments  until  December  1783;"  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  an 
act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth ;"  "  to  repeal  an  act,  for  giving 
further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "  for  establish- 
ing inspections  of  tobacco  on  the  western  waters,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  4,   1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  a  power  to  levy  certain  duties  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States;''  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
with  a  power  to  levy  certain  duties  for  the  payment  of  debts  contracted  by  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  oblige  vessels  coming  from  foreign  parts  to  perform  quarantine ;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  oblige  vessels  coming  from  foreign  parts  to 
perform  quarantine." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thruston  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  being  informed  that  John  Thornton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northumberland ;  and 
William  Curtis,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and 
that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  yesterday; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Thornton  and  William  Curtis,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  allowing  John  Minson  Gait  a  bounty  in  lands  ;  al-  \J^ 
lowing  the  sheriff  of  Henrico  county  to  pay  into  the  treasury,  the  comrautables  received  by  him  in  his  collection  of 
the  taxes,  in  discharge  of  a  judgment  against  him;  and  for  allowing  the  representatives  of  William  Rickman,  a  boun- 
ty in  lands,  and  settling  the  accounts  of  the  said  Rickman  against  the  public,  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  tlie  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  vf  this  committee,  Tliat  the  petition  of  Thomas  Godwin,  late  sheriff  of  Nansemond 
county,  setting  forth,  that  he  attended  two  late  general  courts  with  venires,  and  sundry  witnesses  from  the  said  coun- 
ty, for  the  trial  of  certain  persons  for  treason;  that  the  persons  so  attending  expected  to  receive  specie  from  the  trea- 
sury for  their  attendance,  but  being  disappointed,  they  were  constrained  to  defray  their  expenses  out  of  the  money  in- 
tended to  discharge  their  public  taxes,  and  to  assign  to  the  petitioner  their  warrants  for  attendance  for  the  same,  which 
the  treasurer  refused  to  give  him  a  credit  lor  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  as  sheriff  of  the  said  county,  and  as 
county  lieutenant  of  the  recruiting  tax ;  and  praying  relief,  be  rejected. 
P  3 
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Resolved,  that  it  is  (he  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Baber,  praying  relief,  in  consider- 
ation of  the  loss  of  his  eye-sight,  whilst  a  soldier  serving  in  the  militia  of  this  State,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  pe- 
titioner ought  to  be  allowed  half  pay  for  his  present  relief,  from  the  1st  of  November  1781,  to  the  27th  instant;  and 
also,  that  he  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

The  1st  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  2d  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  2d  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Francis  Pledge,  setting  forth,  that  ht 
was  appointed  by  the  court-martial  of  Goochland  county,  a  collector  of  the  recruiting  tax  in  the  said  county,  whicli 
collection  he  completed ;  that  he  accounted  for  a  part  of  the  same,  and  had  a  balance  of  ll.  5?.  Sd.  in  his  possession, 
which  he  was  robbed  of  whilst  absent  i'rom  home,  by  some  person  or  persons,  who  broke  into  his  house;  that  judg- 
ment is  gone  against  him  for  the  same,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  released 
from  payn:ient  of  the  said  judgment,  and  to  have  a  credit  for  the  said  sum  of  7/.  5s.  Sd.  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts under  his  aforesaid  appointment. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Miles  Wilkinson,  setting  forth,  that  a  ne- 
gro man  slave  named  Cufi'y,  belonging  to  the  petitioner,  was  in  the  year  1775  confined  in  Suffolk  jail  as  a  runaway, 
and  was  sent  from  thence  by  order  of  the  committee  of  Safety  to  the  lead  mines ;  since  which  time  he  has  not  heard 
of  the  said  slave,  or  received  any  satisfaction  for  him,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought 
to  be  allowed  60/.  for  the  said  slave,  being  the  sum  to  which  he  was  valued,  with  interest  thereon,  from  the  time  he  was 
taken  into  public  service,  till  paid. 

The  1st  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  2d  resolution  being  again  road  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  tiie  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Drury  Ragsdale  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had, 
;iccording  to  order,  examined  several  enrolled  bills  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Drury  Ragsdale  do  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  inspection. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  White  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Whereas,  it  appears  by  an  order  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  Council,  bearing  date  the  2d  day  of  July  last, 
made  under  the  express  authority  of  his  Parliament,  that  the  growth  or  produce  of  any  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, are  prohibited  from  being  carried  to  any  of  the  British  West  India  islands,  by  any  other  than  British  subjects,  in 
British  built  ships  owned  by  British  subjects,  and  navigated  according  to  the  laws  of  that  kingdom  ;  and  whereas, 
this  proceeding  (though  but  a  temporary  expedient)  exhibits  a  disposition  in  Great  Britain  to  gain  partial  advantai^es 
injurious  to  the  rights  of  free  commerce,  and  is  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  reciprocal  interest  and  convenience, 
which  arc  found  by  experience,  to  form  the  only  permanent  tbundation  of  friendly  intercourse  between  States; 

Resolved,  nemine  contra  diccnte.  That  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  ought  to  be  empowered  to  pro- 
hibit British  vessels  from  being  the  carriers  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  the  British  West  India  islands  to  these  United 
States,  so  long  as  the  restriction  aforesaid  shall  be  continued  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  concert  any  other 
mode  to  be  adopted  by  the  Stales,  which  shall  be  thought  effectual  to  counteract  the  designs  of  Great  Britain,  with 
respect  to  the  American  commerce. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  a  bill  or  idlls,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution  ;  and  that  Jlessrs.  White,  Joseph 
^ Jones,  Henry,  Nicholas,  William  Cabell,  Ronald  and  Ta/.cwcll,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  tiiis  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  tl'.e  Commonwealth. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  connnittre  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  for  surveying  the  lauds  fjiven  by  law  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State  establishments  ;"  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tiiruston  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amen<lmenis 
thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  wiili  the  ameiulments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House  being  iutormed  that  John  Barker,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier,  attended  in  ciis- 
rttdy  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  wlien  llie  House  was  called  over 
on  yesterday  ; 

Ordered.  That  the  said  John  Barker  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 
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The  orders  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  llie  bills  "direct 
ing  the  mode  of  sueing  out,  and  prosecuting  writs  of  habeas  corpus;"  "making  certain  receipts  for  hemp  and  flour  pay- 
able in  laxes;"  "  for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this 
State;"  "directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  "to  continue  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  re- 
peal so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  executions  upon  certain  judgments  until  December  1783;'" 
"for  further  continuing  and  amending  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  ascertaining  the  number  of  people  within  this 
Commonwealth;"  "to  repeal  'an  act,  for  giving  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of 
writing,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "for  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  on  the  western  waters,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  5,  1783. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  surveying  the  lands  given  by  law  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State 
establishments;"  was  read  the  third  lime. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  surveying  the  lands  given  by  law  to  the  offi 
cers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State  establishments." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thruston  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  respecting  Daniel  Clarke's  claim  against  the  public  .|^ 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  they 
are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  White  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  regulate  elections,  and  enforce  the  attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  granting  pardon,  with  certain  exceptions;"  and  that  Messrs. 
Nicholas,  Henry,  White,  Parker,  Dandridge,  Henderson,  and  Joseph  Jones,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  the  admission  of  emigrants,  and  declaring  their  rights  to 
citizenship;"  and  that  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Henry,  White,  Parker,  Dandridge,  Henderson,  and  Joseph  Jones,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Henderson  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Mayo  Carrington  and  Samuel  Jones, 
was  referred,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  tiie  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed 
upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  liis  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Mayo  Carrington  and  Samuel  Jones,  in  the  execution  of  their  com- 
mission under  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  will  be  liable  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  for  clerk's  wages 
and  other  necessary  expenses,  (exclusive  of  house-rent  and  the  printer's  charge  for  striking  blanks)  in  the  sura  of 
319/.  17s.  Irf. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  warrants  on  the  treasurer  have  been  issued  as  well  from  the  office  of 
the  said  commissioners  as  from  that  of  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  for  claims  for  property  chargeable  in  the  de- 
partment of  the  continental  quarter-master  general,  and  that  many  such  claims  still  remain  for  which  warrants  have 
not  been  issued  ;  and  that  charges  have  by  some  counties  been  admitted  on  duplicate  receipts,  whereby  the  public 
may  be  twice  charged. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  there  are  many  entries  in  the  returns  of  the  county  courts  for  which 
vouchers  have  not  appeared,  and  are  supposed  still  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  people ;  that  certificates  or  vouchers 
are  filed  which  appear  to  have  been  allowed  by  the  courts,  but  are  not  entered  upon  the  returns;  and  that  claims  for 
articles  furnished  continental  officers  in  the  years  1782  and  1783,  have  been  returned,  which  are  properly  chargeable 
to  those  officers  only,  and  will  not  be  admitted  into  the  continental  account. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Mayo  Carrington  and  Samuel  Jones, 
praying  a  further  allowance,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  they  ought  to  be  allowed  the  farther  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
nineteen  pounds  seventeen  shillings  one  and  a  half  penny,  for  their  services,  to  be  paid  as  by  the  law  their  former  al- 
lowance is  directed. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  no  rent  ought  to  be  charged  to  the  said  commissioners,  the 
house  occupied  by  them  being  public  property. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  money  charged  by  Mr.  Hayes  for  printing  blanks,  ought 
not  to  be  paid,  it  being  his  duly  as  public  printer  to  print  for  the  offices  the  necessary  blanks. 

Resolved,  that  it  ii  th?  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  commissioners  ought  to  continue  to  issue  their 
warrants  for  claims,  although  the  same  may  appear  to  be  properly  within  the  departments  of  the  continental  quarter- 
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master  general,  being  careful  that  not  more  than  one  be  issued  for  the  same  service;  and  that  they  make  out  an  exact 
statement  of  nil  such  claims,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  proper  continental  office,  without  delay;  that  no  claim  from 
any  officer  of  that  department  may  he  admitted  on  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  for  such  articles  or  services;  but  the 
same  may  go  to  the  credit  of  this  State  with  tlie  United  States. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  no  warrants  ought  to  be  issued  by  the  said  commission- 
ers, unless  vouchers  approved  by  the  county  courts  shall  be  produced  to  them  ;  but  where  vouchers  appear,  warrants 
ought  to  be  issued,  although  the  same  may  not  have  been  entered  in  the  returns  from  the  respective  county  courts. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  warrants  ought  not  to  issue  for  articles  furnished  conti- 
nental officers  in  the  years  1782  and  1783,  the  same  being  accountable  only  with  the  continental  quarter-master  gene- 
ral, agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  petition  of  David  Blair,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  by  the  adoption  of  the  sta- 
tute staple  in  the  year  1777,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  this  country  contrary  to  his  inclination,  because  connected  in 
business  with  a  British  subject,  although  he  always  desired  to  continue  a  citizen  of  this  State;  and  praying  that  he 
may  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  rights  of  citizenship. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Archibald  M'Call ;  setting  forth,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  he  was  induced  by  the 
loss  of  his  wife,  and  an  anxious  desire  to  educate  his  children  in  the  most  liberal  manner,  to  attend  them  to  Great  Bri- 
tain for  that  purpose,  and  now  finds,  notwithstanding  he  has  always  entertained  a  most  inviolable  attachment  for  the 
interests  of  America,  that  he  is  excluded  from  this  country;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  rights 
of  citizenship. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Elizabeth  Flood;  setting  forth,  that  Mr.  Archibald  M'Call,  her  son-in-law,  has  lately  arrived 
--Ajin  this  country  with  an  only  daughter,  grand  daughter  to  the  petitioner;  that  the  said  M'Call  has  petitioned  this  House 
"^for  permission  to  become  a  citizen  of  this  State,  which  if  refused  will  involve  the  petitioner  in  distress,  as  his  daugh- 
ter's affection  will  not  permit  her  to  reside  in  a  country  from  which  her  father  is  excluded ;  and  praying  that  he  may 
be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  rights  of  citizenship. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Scott;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1758,  he  was  appointed  a  captain  in  the  second 
Virginia  regiment,  and  in  consequence  of  his  appointment  enlisted  a  considerable  number  of  men,  the  command  of 
which  was  soon  afi^r  taken  from  him,  and  he  compelled  to  leave  the  service;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  the 
^ame  bounty  in  lands  as  was  granted  to  officers  of  the  same  rank  under  the  proclamation  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
in  the  year  1763. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Francis  Conway ;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  possessed  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the  county  of  King 
George,  opposite  the  town  of  Fort  Royal,  which  is  conveniently  situated  for  a  town ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may 
pass  establishing  a  town  thereon. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sinidry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  King  George,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed  ; 
netting  forth,  that  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  on  which  Gibson's  warehouses  are  erected,  are  unwilling  to  provide 
proper  warehouses;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  established  on  a  lot  of  land  nearly  adjoining  the  said  warehouses^ 
purchased  by  John  Gravat  and  William  Shropshire,  for  that  purpose. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Arthur  Campbell;  setting  forth,  that  in  his  absence  from  his  county,  the  execution  of  the  late 
recruiting  law  devolved  upon  the  next  officer  in  command,  who  proving  deficient  in  his  collection  of  the  tax  for  that 
service,  judgment  is  gone  against  the  petitioner  for  the  same ;  and  praying  to  be  relieved  therefrom. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Matthew  Pope  and  Joseph  Hay;  setting  forth,  that  they  have  acted  in  the  medical  department 
from  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  the  late  war;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  a  reasonable  bounty  in  lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  set- 
ting forth,  that  it  will  be  of  great  public  utility  to  open  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  into  North 
Carolina;  and  also  to  add  the  public  lands  at  Gosport  to  the  said  town;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that 
cflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Philip  Turpin;  setting  forth,  that  when  of  tender  age  he  was  sent  to  Great  Britain  for  his 
etiucatioii  in  the  midical  profession,  and  before  the  same  was  completed  the  war  broke  out,  by  which  he  was  deprived 
of  remittances,  and  being  destitute  of  support  was  constrained  to  enter  into  the  British  service  as  a  surgeon,  and  in 
that  capacity  came  to  America  with  a  view  to  return  to  his  friends  and  native  country  ;  that  being  prevented  by  the 
enemy  from  e/1'ecting  his  design,  he  was  with  the  British  army  captured  at  York,  and  upon  the  surrender  obtained 
Governor  Nelson's  permission  to  return  to  his  friends,  where  he  has  remained  until  the  late  proclamation  of  the  Exe- 
cutive, which  he  is  said  to  come  within  the  description  of;  and  praying  to  be  admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizenship. 

Ord  red.  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Simon  Nathan,  was  presented  to  tlie  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  in  possession  of  a 
bill  of  exchange  drawn  iii  his  favor  on  Messrs.  Penett,  De  Costa,  Freres  and  Company,  merchants  of  Nantz,  for  fif- 
teen thousand  livres,  by  the  board  of  Trade  of  this  Slate,  which  was  protested  by  the  said  Penett  and  Company;  and 
praying  that  immediate  payment  of  the  same  may  be  made  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Hinds;  setting  forth,  that  being  a  militia  man  in  the  Kentucky  country  in  an  expe- 
dition against  the  northern  Indians,  he  received  two  wouuds  iu  his  right  arm,  which  have  disabled  him  from  procur- 
ing a  livelihood  by  labor ;  and  praying  relief. 
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Also,  a  petition  of  William  Cherry ;  setting  forth,  that  he  acted  as  a  commissary  of  provisions  under  the  orders 
of  General  Clarke,  from  the  1st  of  June  1781,  till  December  following,  and  that  the  auditors  have  refused  to  make 
him  any  allowance  for  his  services ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Bnker ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1781,  a  quantity  of  corn  was  impressed  from 
him  for  the  use  of  the  French  army,  the  certificate  for  which  was  refused  to  be  allowed  by  the  court  of  Claims  for 
New  Kent  county ;  and  praying  compensation  may  be  made  him  for  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Finch  ;  praying  that  a  sum  of  money  may  be  reimbursed  him,  which  he  expended  in 

the  cure  of  several  wounds  received  in  the  battle  of  Waxsaws,  whilst  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  this  State, 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Hill ;  setting  forth,  that  whilst  serving  as  a  volunteer  in  the  year  1781,  he  lost  his 

right  arm  in  a  skirmish  with  the  British  troops  at  Norfolk,  and  is  unable  to  procure  his  livelihood  by  labor;  and 

praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  M'Clenachan ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Botetourt,  in  the 
year  1782,  and  collector  of  certain  arrearages  of  salary  due  from  the  parish  of  Botetourt,  to  the  Reverend  Adam 
Smyth,  their  late  incumbent,  which  from  various  causes  he  has  been  prevented  from  collecting,  and  judgment  is  gone 
against  him  for  the  same;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Isaac  Thacker;  praying  that  the  sum  of  3/.  12^.  6d.  may  be  reimbursed  him,  which  he  ex- 
pended in  the  cure  of  a  soldier  belonging  to  the  regiment  of  guards  who  was  taken  sick  at  his  house. 

Also,  a  petition  of  David  Dardin;  setting  forth,  that  a  valuable  stud  horse  was  impressed  from  him  by  Captain 
James  Gunn,  and  by  him  sold  to  a  Captain  Thomas  Glasscock,  who  afterwards  transferred  him  to  a  gentleman  in  the 
State  of  Georgia;  and  praying  that  the  value  of  the  said  horse  may  be  assigned  to  him  out  of  the  pay  of  the  said 
Gunn  and  Glasscock,  unless  it  appears  that  the  said  horse  was  by  them  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  he  was  im- 
pressed. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Ball ;  setting  forth,  that  he  accidently  lost  two  treasurer's  certificates  for  one  thousand 
pounds  of  tobacco  each,  which  had  been  given  as  bounties  to  two  soldiers  in  the  service  of  this  State,  and  which  he 
had  purchased  of  them ;  and  praying  that  the  treasurer  may  be  directed  to  issue  other  certificates  of  the  same  tenor. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth 
river  to  the  waters  of  the  North  river;"  and  that  Messrs.  Henry,  Cowper,  Newton,  Kemp  and  Sandford,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Harrison  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Thursday 
se'nnight;  and  Mr.  Mann  Page  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles  of  claimers  to  unpatented  lands  under  the  present  and  former 
government,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth's  Land  Office;"  and  that  Messrs.  Thruston,  Hender- 
son, and  William  Cabell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  revive  part  of  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  dividing  the  par- 
ishes of  Frederick  in  the  county  of  Frederick,  and  Cameron  in  the  county  of  Loudoun,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Bird  and  Lumpkin,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
The  Speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills: 

"  An  act,  directing  the  emancipation  of  certain  slaves  who  have  served  as  soldiers  in  this  State,  and  for  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  slave  Aberdeen." 

'■  An  act,  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs." 

"  An  act,  for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the 
depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this  Commonwealth." 

■"An  act,  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning  pensioners." 

"  An  act,  for  altering  the  court  days  of  the  counties  of  Pittsylvania,  Botetourt,  ^Montgomery  and  Spottsylvania." 
On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  accounts  of  the  expenses  of  the  messengers  sent  for  absent  members  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  Claims:  that  they  do  examine  the  same,  and  report  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  countj'  of  New  Kent,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  the  distresses  of  the  war,  the  burthen  of  taxes  and  other  causes, 
render  them  unable  immediately  to  pay  their  private  debts ;  and  praying  that  the  suspension  of  executions  may  be 
continued,  and  the  administration  of  justice  made  more  equal. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  the 
security  of  creditors  and  the  relief  of  debtors ;"  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with 
their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  in  the  county  of  Amherst,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  it  will  be  a  great  relief  to  the  petitioners,  and  of  general  public  utility  to 
encourage  the  growth  of  hemp;  and  praying  that  duties  may  be  imposed  on  foreign  hemp  and  cordage. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 
Q3 
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A  petiiion  of  Bryan  Fairfax,  acting  attorney  in  fact  of  Robert  Lord  Fairfax  and  Denny  Martin,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  fortli,  that  he  is  interested  in  behalf  of  his  principals  in  the  proprietorship  of  the 
Northern  Neck,  who  claim  by  descent  from  the  original  proprietors  ;  and  praying  that  the  consideration  thereof  may 
be  adjourned  until  the  next  session  of  Assembly;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  no  step  be  taken  to  prejudice  the  same. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  tlie  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  James  Markham,  Willlani  Steel  and  John  Kautzman,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  set- 
ting forth,  that  at  the  dissolution  of  the  navy,  they  were  prisoners  of  war;  that  no  provision  hath  been  made  by  law 
for  persons  in  their  situation;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Anne  and  Mnrgaret  Rose;  setting  forth,  that  they  were  slaves  to  the  late  Waller  Robertson, 
deceased,  who,  by  his  will,  did  direct  that  they  should  be  sent  to  Glasgow  in  Great  Britain;  and  that  his  whole  estate 
should  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  remitted  to  them ;  that  they  are  desirous  of  remaining  in  their  native  coun- 
try and  of  receiving  the  benefits  intended  them  by  the  decedent;  and  praying  that  an  <ici  may  pass  to  confirm  their 
said  rights. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  White  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  authorise  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  adopt  cer- 
tain regulations  respecting  the  British  trade;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

]\lr.  Henry  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabetii 
river,  to  the  waters  of  Nortli  river;"'  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
stcond  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "directing  the  mode  of  sueinc:  out  and  prosecuting  writs  of  habeas  corpus;'" 
"making  certain  receipts  for  hemp  and  Hour  payable  in  taxes;"  "for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  l"or 
calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State  ;"  "  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands ;"  "  to  continue  an 
act,  to  amend  'an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  tiie  issuing  of  executions  upon 
certain  judgments  until  December  1783^"  "for  farther  continuing  and  amending  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  ascer- 
taining the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth;"  "  to  repeal  an  act,  'for  giving  further  time  for  the  proba- 
tion of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "for  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco 
on  the  western  waters,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned   till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  (5,   17a3. 


A  bill,  "to  regulate  elections  and  enforce  the  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly;"  was  read 
(he  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Tuesday  next. 

A  bill,  "  to  aulliorise  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  adopt  certain  regulations  respecting  the  British  trade  ;"' 
Has  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  AVliite,  Joseph  Jones,  Henry,  Nicholas,  William 
Ciibell,  Ronald  and  Tazewell. 

A  bill,  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river,  to  the  waters  of  the  North  river;"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  bo  committed  to  Messrs.  Henry,  Cowper,  Newton,  Kemp  and  Sandford. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  the  admission  of  emigrants,  and  declarinc  tlieir  rights 
lo  citizenship;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  lime. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 
'  Mk.  Si'EAKEK, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining 

1  rrtain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Tlie  House  being  informed  that  Richard  C'ocke,  one  of  the  members  for  the  counly  of  Surry,  attended  in  custody 
111'  liic  sergeant  at  arms ;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Wed- 
nesday last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Richard  Cocke  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fauntleroy  have  leave  to  be  srbsent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
-ession. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  granting  pardon  with  certain  exceptions;"  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  directors  of  the  Light  House. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Ronald,  Richard  Lee,  Newton,  Parker  and  Cowper. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  and  resolutions  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances, 
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on  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  which  lay  on  the  table ;  and  tho  same  were  agani 
read  at  the  clerk's  table,  and  are  as  followetli : 

Resolved,-  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  all  persons  who  hs^ye  obtained  certificates  from  the  coni- 
jiiissioners  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles  of  cjaimers  to  unpaiciited  lands  may  proceed  to  obtain  piitents  agreea- 
ble to  the  said  certificates :  Provided,  they  account  with  tlie  grantees  for  so  much  of  the  land  as  may  have  been  surveyed 
for  the  said  grantees,  prior  to  the  year  177(5,  agreeable  to  a  late  decree  of  tlie  Court  of  Appeals. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  Stale  should  reimburse  to  such  people  the  sums  they 
Jiave  expended  in  commissioners'  wages,  surveyors'  and  clerks'  fees,  for  so  much  land  as  they  hold  under  the  grantees: 
and  thai  the  amount  thereof,  should  be  ascertained  by  the  surveyors  and  clerks  of  the  respective  districts,  upon  oath, 
■whose  certificates  shall  be  receivable  in  (he  payment  of  taxes. 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  as  there  was  no  Land  Office  open  by  which  claimer^ 
under  the  respective  land  companies  could  procure  patents  from  the  year  1703  until  the  year  1779,  and  there  was  no 
certainty  of  their  tenures  under  the  said  companies,  till  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  "Appeals;  that  they  shall  onl^'  bt 
entitled  to  interest  from  the  date  of  the  said  decree. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  no  torfeiture  hereafter  shall  take  place  for  non-payment  of 
monies  due  the  grantees,  but  that  their  debts  ought  to  be  upon  the  same  footing  with  those  of  other  citizens  of  this 
Conuuonwealih :  Provided,  that  the  petitioners  shall  give  the  grantees  sufficient  security  for  the  monies  due  on  the 
said  lands. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  opening  the  Land  Office  of  the  Northern  Neck;"  and  that 
Messrs.  Thruston,  White,  Henderson,  Strother,  Scott  and  Nicholas,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

ftlr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  to  them  referred, 
and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deli- 
vered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

It  appears  to  your  committee  Irom  the  testimony  of  Laborne  Goffagen,  that  at  the  confluence  of  James  and  Eli- 
zabeth rivers,  the  water  over  the  bar  of  Sewell's  Point  is  twenty  two  feet  deep,  and  continues  of  the  same  depth  over 
the  diflerent  bars  to  the  Devil's  Reach,  which  is  five  miles  above  Portsmouth,  and  that  in  some  places  there  is  from  ten 
to  fifteen  fathoms  of  water ;  that  the  lands  adjoining  the  store  about  the  Devil's  Reach  are  as  high  as  those  at  Gos- 
port ;  that  there  are  five  or  six  good  places  for  ship  building  between  the  Devil's  Reach  and  Gosport ;  that  the  Devil's 
Reach  is  equal  to  Gosport  in  point  of  convenience  for  ship  building,  the  land  at  Gosport  proper  for  that  purpose  being 
only  half  a  mile  in  extent  and  those  at  the  Devil's  Reach  being  one  mile;  that  all  the  timber  brought  down  the  sou- 
thern branch  to  Gosport  passes  through  the  Devil's  Reach;  that  there  are  rocks  and  shoals  between  these  two  places; 
but  that  the  deponent  can  pilot  any  vessel  by  them  without  injury,  the  channel  being  sufficiently  wide  and  deep;  that 
one  lot  in  Gosport  would  sell  for  as  much  money  as  would  purchase  a  ship  yard  five  miles  above;  that  the  deponent 
when  in  France,  saw  three  seventy-four  gun  ships  and  two  frigates  building  within  ten  yards  of  each  other,  and  the 
whole  of  them  did  not  include  a  greater  space  than  two  hundred  yards;  that  the  depth  of  water  in  Norfolk  channel  is 
eighteen  feet,  and  that  the  sluice  of  the  southern  branch  has  within  the  memory  of  the  deponent,  filled  up  the  Norfolk 
channel  near  six  feet. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Ports- 
month,  praying  that  the  lands  known  by  the  name  of  Gosport,  may  be  annexed  to  the  said  town,   is  reasonable. 

Mr.  Strother  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Fayette,  Jelierson  and  Lincoln,  to  then? 
referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  nmch  of  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
counties  of  Fayette,  Jeflerson  and  Lincoln,  as  prays  that  the  several  laws  respecting  surveyors  may  be  amended  and 
reduced  into  one  act,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tiiat  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  more 
adequate  salaries  may  be  allowed  the  officers  of  the  district  court  on  the  western  waters,  and  that  funds  may  be  estab-: 
lislied  within  that  county  fen- the  payment  thereof,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Nicholas  Payne,  was  ))resenfed  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  by 
Mr.  John  Brown  a  commissioner  for  the  county  of  Spottsylvania  ;  and  for  his  services  whilst  acting  in  that  department, 
has  received  a  warrant  for  four  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco;  and  praying  thatiinmediate  payment  of  the  same  may 
be  made  him. 

Also,  a  pptiiion  of  Francis  Tomkies ;  setting  forth,  that  lie  acted  as  a  commissioner  of  the  specific  tax  in  the 
county  of  Gloucester  in  the  years  1780  and  1781 ;  that  tor  his  services,  and  monies  expended  during  the  first  year  in 
transporting  provisions,  he  was  allow  cd  by  the  court  of  the  said  county  a  sum  in  paper  currency,  which  when  reduced 
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agreeable  to  the  scale  of  depreciation,  is  by  no  means  adequate  to  them ;  and  praying  that  a  further  allowance  may  be 
made  him,  and  also  that  he  may  receive  payment  of  the  specie  allowance  granted  him  for  the  year  1781. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Scott;  setting  forth,  that  he  acted  as  a  commissioner  of  the  specific  tax  for  the  county 
of  Amherst;  and  upon  a  settlement  of  his  accounts  there  remained  in  his  hands  a  considerable  sum  of  paper  currency, 
the  property  of  the  public  ;  that  his  deputy  attended  in  Richmond  for  the  purpose  of  tendering  it  to  the  commissioner 
general,  but  being  disappointed,  he  repeatedly  tendered  it  to  the  treasurer,  who  refused  to  receive  it;  and  praying  that 
lie  may  now  be  permitted  to  pay  the  same  into  the  treasury. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Smith  Shepherd,  executor  of  Robert  Huggins,  deceased  ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1780. 
a  negro  fellow  the  property  of  the  deceased,  was  condemned  to  sutler  death  for  a  felony,  by  the  court  of  Princess  Anne 
county,  and  was  valued  accordingly  to  six  thousand  pounds;  but  before  the  execution  of  the  sentence,  he  was  released 
by  a  party  of  the  British  troops  and  left  the  country  with  them  ;  and  praying  that  the  value  of  the  said  sum,  reduced 
agreeable  to  the  scale  of  depreciation,  may  be  paid  him  by  the  public,  as  executor  of  the  said  Huggins. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Boothe  and  William  Du-Val,  inspectors  at  Portopotank  warehouse ;  setting  forth,  that 
being  unacquainted  with  the  tobacco  laws  in  the  year  1781,  thej'  failed  to  apply  in  time  for  their  salaries;  that  they 
have  since  made  repeated  applications  to  the  auditors,  who  do  not  think  themselves  authorised  to  make  them  any  al- 
lowance ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Catharine  Helphinstone ;  setting  forth,  that  her  husband,  very  early  in  the  war  entered  into 
the  army  with  the  rank  of  a  major,  and  marched  with  his  regiment  to  South  Carolina  ;  that  he  there  contracted  an  in- 
disposition which  compelled  him  to  resign  in  a  few  months,  and  soon  put  a  period  to  his  life;  that  herself  with  four 
small  children,  iiave  since  been  much  distressed  ;  and  praying  some  provision  may  be  made  for  their  support. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Alexander  M'Roberts ;  setting  forth,  that  he  acted  in  the  year  1781,  as  a  commissary  of 
military  stores  to  the  army  under  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette ;  that  he  made  considerable  advances  of  money  for  the 
public  service  whilst  acting  in  that  capacity  ;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  reimbursed  him,  and  that  he  may  be 
put  upon  the  same  footing  as  to  his  pay,  with  others  of  the  staff'  department  who  acted  in  the  field  during  that  invasion. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Josiah  Riddick  ;  setting  fortli,  that  in  the  year  1779,  a  valuable  horse  and  accoutrements 
were  impressed  from  him  into  the  public  service,  and  shortly  after  were  taken  by  the  enemy;  that  in  December  1780. 
the  sum  gf  two  thousand  pounds  was  voted  him  by  the  Assembly,  as  a  compensation  for  his  loss,  which  when  reduced 
agreeable  to  the  scale  of  depreciation  is  inadequate  to  the  real  value  of  the  said  horse  and  accoutrements ;  and  praying 
iurther  allowance. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Gilbert  Christian,  administrator  of  John  Christian,  deceased;  setting  forth,  that  the  deceased, 
being  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Augusta  in  the  year  1775,  collected  the  quit  rents  due  for  that  year,  and  paid  them  into- 
the  treasury  ;  that  the  legislature  afterwards  directed,  that  the  quit  rents  collected  for  that  year  should  be  refunded  to 
(he  people  ;  and  that  your  petitioner  has  since  frequently  applied  to  the  treasurer  for  the  balance  due  the  deceased  for 
thai  purpose,  who  has  refused  to  pay  it  without  the  interposition  of  the  legislature;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  di- 
rected to  pay  the  petitioner  the  aforesaid  balance. 

Orde.re.d,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Gabriel  Long,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  acted  as  a  lieutenant 
in  a  minute  battalion  from  the  county  of  Culpeper,  from  the  month  of  September  1775  until  April  177t3;  that  he  was 
soon  after  appointed  a  captain  in  one  of  the  Virginia  regiments,  in  which  he  continued  nearly  tin-ee  years,  but  was 
then  compelled  to  resign  by  an  indisposition  contracted  whilst  on  duty  ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  same 
bounty  in  lands,  as  is  given  by  law  to  those  of  his  rank,  who  have  served  three  years. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Finnic  ;  setting  forth,  that  as  deputy  quarter-master  general,  he  has  in  pursuance  of 
the  resolutions  of  Congress,  taken  receipts  from  the  continental  creditors,  and  given  them  due  bills  for  articles  fur- 
nished that  department  by  them  ;  that  these  dne  bills  are  still  unpaid,  and  the  creditors  are  resorting  to  him  for  pay- 
ment, which  he  is  imablc  to  make  unless  provision  is  made  for  the  discharge  of  a  considerable  sum,  due  to  him  upon 
accepte.l  orders  from  the  State,  which  were  intended  for  that  purpose  ;  and  praying  that  immediate  payment  may  either 
be  made  him,  or  the  public  creditors  prevented  from  molesting  his  private  property. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Baylop ;  setting  forth,  that  very  early  in  the  war  he  entered  into  the  army,  under  an 
appointment  from  the  committee  of  Safety;  that  in  January  1777,  he  received  a  commission  from  Congress,  which  his 
circumstances  compelled  him  to  resign  in  December  1779,  and  though  only  a  iew  days  are  wanting  to  complete  three 
years  service,  he  finds  himself  for  that  reason,  excluded  by  law  from  his  claim  to  a  bounty  of  lands;  and  praying  that 
the  same  may  be  granted  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Patrick  Davis;  setting  forth,  that  a  negro  man,  the  property  of  the  petitioner,  was  condemned 
to  suffer  death  for  a  felony,  by  the  county  court  of  Greenbrier;  and  was  valued,  according  to  law  to  SOi,'. ;  and  pray- 
ing that  the  sheriff"  of  the  said  county,  may  be  directed  to  pay  him  that  sum,  out  of  his  collection  of  the  public  taxes. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  tlie  bills  "directing  the  mode  of  sucing  out,  and  prosecuting  writs  of  habeas  corpus;"  "mak- 
ing certain  receipts  for  hemp  and  flour,  payable  in  taxes;"  "for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  repeal 
so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  executions  upon  certain  judgments  until  December  1783;"  "  for 
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further  continuing  and  amending  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  ascertaining  the  number  of  people  within  this  Common- 
wealtli;"  "  to  repeal  '  an  act,  for  giviuu  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and 
for  other  purposes;"  and  "for  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  on  the  western  waters,"  being  read; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  11  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  8,  1783. 


The  House  being  informed  that  John  Bowdoin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Noithampton;  and  Ed- 
ward Ragsdale,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg,  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Bowdoin  and  Edward  Ragsdale,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

A  bill,  "  granting  pardon  with  certain  exceptions ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "  for  the  admission  of  emigrants,  and  declaring  their  rights  to  citizenship ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A   message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  putting  William  Baber,  on  the  list  of  pensioners ;  M* 
and  directing  the  treasurer  to  settle  with  the  continental  receiver,  for  tobacco  delivered  him  on  account  of  the  United 
States.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  White  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  to  authorise  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to 
adopt  certain  regulations  respecting  the  British  trade,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered.  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Henderson  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  reducing  the 
several  acts  of  Assembly,  concerning  surveyors,  into  one  act;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"making  certain  receipts  for  hemp  and  flour,  payable  in  taxes;"  and  al«er  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  NeKon  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consider- 
ation, and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill 
"  to  repeal  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  that  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not 
having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  Cabell  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth: 
I  Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  this  State  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  instructed  and  fully  autho- 

I  rised,  to  convey  by  proper  instrument  in  writing,  on  the  part  of  this  State  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  all 
right,  title  and  claim,  which  the  said  Commonwealth  hath  to  the  lands  northward  of  the  river  Ohio,  upon  the  terms 
I  contained  in  the  act  of  Congress,  of  the  13th  day  of  September  last:  Provided,  that  lands  be  reserved  out  of  those 
I  hereby  proposed  to  be  ceded  sufficient  to  make  good  the  several  military  bounties  agreed  to  be  given  to  sundry  offi- 
j  cers  by  resolutions  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly:  the  lands  hitherto  reserved  being  insufficient  for  thai  purpose. 
j  Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Joseph 

Ij    Jones,  Henry,  William  Cabell,  White  and  Randolph,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Henderson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  the  security  of  creditors  and  relief  of  debtors ;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  the  questiotj  being  put,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
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Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  tiie  whole  House,  on  the  bill, 
"  for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  execu- 
tions upon  certain  judgments  until  December  1783;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  considera- 
tion, and  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House 
for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  bill  "  for  estab- 
lishing inspections  of  tobacco  on  the  western  waters,"  to  them  committed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Edwards,  Southall,  Underwood,  Garland  Anderson,  Clen- 
dinnen  and  Ronald. 

A  bill,  "for  reducing  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  concerning  surveyors,  into  one  act;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositiotis  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "  concerning  fairs 

in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  and  the  court  of  Hustings  thereof,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according 

4(0  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his 

place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Matthew  Pope  and  Joseph  Hay,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed 
upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follovveth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  in  the  case  of  the  said  Matthew  Pope,  that  iie  acted  as  surgeon  to  the  hospital  at 
York  upwards  of  three  years,  and  afterwards  as  director  general  of  the  Slate  hospitals,  eighteen  months. 

It  also  appears  to  your  committee,  in  the  case  of  the  said  Joseph  Hay,  that  he  acted  from  the  commencement  of 
the  war  to  the  month  of  November  1781,  in  the  diflerent  capacities  of  surgeon's  mate,  apothecary  and  surgeon,  to  the 
hospitals  in  this  State. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Matthew  Pope  and  Joseph  Hay,  is 
reasonable ;  and  that  they  ought  to  be  allowed  each  the  same  portion  of  land,  as  is  by  law  given  to  regimental  sur- 
geons serving  in  the  continental  army. 

Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Waller,  pra3'ing  that 
the  treasurer  may  be  directed  to  take  in  a  certificate,  issued  to  him  by  mistake  under  the  act,  "  for  paying  British  debts," 
and  pass  his  receipt  to  the  petitioner  for  the  sum  he  paid  into  the  treasury',  in  conformitj'  to  a  decree  of  the  court  of 
Chancery,  made  in  the  case  of  Knox  and  others,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  treasurer  shall  take  in  the  same,  and  pass 
his  certificate  to  the  petitioner,  in  conformity  to  the  said  decree. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Richard  Bruce,  deputy  sherifl'  in  the 
county  of  Albemarle,  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  pay  into  the  treasury  the  commutables,  civil  list  and  inter- 
est warrants,  received  by  him  in  discharge  of  the  taxes  before  the  1st  day  of  August  last;  and  tliat  the  ten  per  centum 
damages  on  the  judgment  obtained  against  the  sheriff  of  the  said  county  may  be  remitted,  is  reasonable  ;  .    ■ 

Ordered,  "risat  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  Clie  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  comn)irtee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "direct- 
ing the  modeofsueing  out  and  prosecuting  writs  of  habeas  corpus;"  "for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act, 
■for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State;"  "directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  and  "for 
further  continuing  and  amending  an  act,  entitled  '  ati  act,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth, "j 
being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Aiid  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  9,  1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  making  certain  receipts  for  hemp  and  flour,  payable  for  taxes;"  was  read  the  third  time. 
Rcsolvn'i,  Tliiit  the   bill  flo  pass;  and  that  the   title  be,  "an  act,  making  certain  receipts  and  warrants   for 
hemp  and  flour,  payable  for  taxes." 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thruston  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  authorise  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  adopt  certain  regulations  respecting  the 
British  trade;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  authorise  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
to  adopt  certain  regulations  respecting  the  British  trade." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  concerning  fairs  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg  and  the  court  of  Hustings  thereof;"  was  read 
die  third  time  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  fairs  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg 
and  the  court  of  Hustings  thereof;  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Todd  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Courts  for  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration,  the  memorial  of  John  Campbell,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  if  is  the  opinion  of  this  commiltee.  That  the  memorial  of  the  said  John  Campbell,  praying  that 
the  act,  "for  establishing  the  town  of  Louisville,"  may  be  repealed,  and  that  a  line  of  division  may  be  run  between 
his  lands  and  the  escheated  lands  of  John  Connelly,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  right  of  the  memorialist  and  his  partner  Joseph  Simon, 
by  virtue  of  the  mortgage  mentioned  in  the  memorial ;  ought  to  be  saved  to  them. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  "  for  establishing  the  town  of  Louis- 
ville," so  far  as  it  directs  the  sale  of  that  part  of  the  lands  escheated,  as  the  property  of  John  Connelly,  which  is  as- 
signed to  the  memorialist  by  the  deed  of  partition  in  the  memorial  mentioned,  ought  to  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gilchrist  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session. 

Mr.  Strother  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Henry, 
praying  that  the  said  county  may  be  divided  by  a  line  to  be  run  from  the  head  of  Shooting  Creek  to  the  west  end  of 
Turkey  Cock  mountain,  thence  along  the  top  of  the  mountain  to  intersect  the  dividing  line  between  the  counties  of 
Henry  and  Pittsylvania,  thence  along  that  line  to  the  mouth  of  Blackwater  river  ;  and  that  that  part  of  the  county 
of  Bedford  lying  on  the  south  side  of  Staunton  river  may  be  added  to  them,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bedford, 
praying,  that  a  new  and  distinct  county  may  be  formed  out  of  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Henry,  by  running  from 
the  mouth  of  Blackwater,  up  the  meanders  of  Staunton  river,  to  the  great  mountain,  thence  along  the  same,  passing 
the  head  of  Blackwater  to  the  head  of  Shooting  creek,  thence  a  straight  line  to  the  west  end  of  Turkey  Cock  moun- 
tain, thence  along  the  same  to  intersect  the  dividing  line  between  the  counties  of  Henry  and  Pittsylvania,  thence 
along  that  line  to  the  mouth  of  Blackwater  river,  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Strother  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Sir  John  Peyton  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report, 
and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  foUoweth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  property  of  many  persons  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  was  distrained  by 
the  deputy  sherifl's,  for  taxes  due  in  the  year  1782,  and  advertised  for  sale;  and  that  on  the  days  of  sale,  no  person 
would  bid  for  the  goods,  either  when  set  up  for  ready  money,  or  on  credit. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Peyton,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  damages  of  ten  per  centum,  together  with  the  costs 
of  the  judgment  obtained  against  the  said  John  Peyton,  ought  to  be  remitted;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
pay  into  die  treasury  all  warrants  and  comi;<ulables  by  him  received  in  discharge  of  taxes,  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
August  last,  towards  satisfying  the  said  judgment ;  and  that  the  balance  due  thereupon,  be  made  up  in  the  proportion 
of  specie  and  commutables,  as  directed  by  "  an  act,  for  imposing  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  per- 
manent revenue,"   on  or  before  the  last  daj'  of  January  next;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  execution  be  stayed. 

The  said  resolutions  being  again  read  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
ordev,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  Illinois  regiment,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come 
to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hou;.e,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  said  IlUnois  regiment,  pray- 
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inff  that  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land  allowed  and  granted  by  the  Assembly,  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  said  regiment,  may  be  surveyed  and  allotted  to  them,  and  that  a  town  may  be  established  within  the  said 
grant,  upon  the  Ohio  river,  is  reasonable. 

Orrlered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  George  Rogers  Clarke,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon 
a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  j'our  committee,  from  a  certificate  of  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  bearing  date  the  20th  day  of 
January  1780,  that  the  said  George  Rogers  Clarke,  produced  to  them  vouchers  for  the  disbursement  of  14,598  dollars 
on  public  account,  which  were  examined  by  them  and  lodged  in  their  office,  and  afterwards  lost  in  the  invasion  of  this 
Stnte  by  Arnold;  and  that  for  want  of  vouchers  to  support  sundi-y  other  disbursements  charged  in  the  account  of  the  ' 
said  Clarke,  the  same  could  not  then  be  settled. 

It  also  appears  to  your  committee,  that  from  the  nature  of  the  service  in  which  the  said  Clarke  was  engaged,  he 
had  it  not  in  his  power  to  procure  vouchers  for  a  variety  of  disburseinents  of  the  public  money 

Mesolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  George  Rogers  Clarke,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  ought  to  allow  the  several 
charges  in  the  account  of  the  said  Clarke,  for  which  vouchers  were  lodged  in  their  office,  and  have  been  since  lost. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  auditors  ought  to  allow  the  several  charges  in  the 
account  of  the  said  Clarke,  amounting  to  11,599  dollars,  for  which  he  hath  not  vouchers,  upon  his  making  oath  that 
the  said  sum  was  bono  fide  paid  and  expended  for  public  uses. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
■•for  the  admission  of  emigrants,  and  declaring  their  rights  to  citizenship;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  White  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  un- 
der their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  granting  pardon  with  certain  exceptions;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House 
for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

Mr.  Thruston  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  opening  the  Land  Office  of  the  Northern  Neck;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Henry,  Joseph  Jones,  Ronald,  William  Nelson,  Nicholas,  William  Cabell,  and  Stewart, 
be  added  to  the  committee  of  Commerce. 

Ordered.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  subject  the  lands  of  delinquent  sheriffs  to  execution ;"  and 
ihat  Messrs.  Ronald,  Barker,  Thruston  and  Tazewell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  treasurer,  enclosing  a  statement  of  the  money  and  specifics 
received  in  discharge  ot'  the  taxes,  for  the  year  1782;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  regulate  the  elections,  and  to  enforce  the  attendance  of  the  members  of  the 
General  Assembly ;"  "  to  repeal  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of 
wntmg,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "to  continue  an  act,  entitled  *  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends 
the  issuing  of  executions  on  certain  judgments  until  December  1783;"  "directing  the  mode  of  sueing  out  and  pro- 
secuting writs  of  habeas  corpus  ;"  "for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  pa- 
per money  of  this  State;"  "directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  and  "for  further  continuing  and  amending 
an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth,"  being  read; 

Orlrrcd,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  10,   1783. 


Or'hrfd    That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

Tiie  House  be.ng  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  "ppear  were  noted;  and  the 
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names  of  those  v^ho  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in 
the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody,  Abraham  Outten  and  Thomas 
Parramore,  members  for  the  county  of  Accomac  ;  Edward  Carter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Albemarle : 
Adam  Stephen,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Caroline;  William  Green  Munford,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Charles  City;  David  Ross  and  John  Powell, 
members  for  the  county  of  Fluvanna;  John  Crittenden,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fayette  ;  Andrew 
Donnelly,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier;  Elias  Poston  and  Abraham  Hite,  members  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Hampshire;  Bartlett  Anderson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Hanover;  William  Nelson,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  James  City;  Carter  Braxton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  William;  Ste- 
phens Thomson  Mason  and  John  Carter,  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun ;  John  Edwards,  one  of  the  members 
for  the  county  of  Lincoln;  John  Preston,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  John  Cowper,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  county  of  Nansemond;  John  Bowdoin  and  Isaac  Avery,  members  for  the  county  of  Northamp- 
ton ;  David  Shepherd  and  Ebenezer  Zane,  members  for  the  county  of  Ohio  ;  William  Dix,  one  of  the  members  for 
the  county  of  Pittsylvania;  Robert  Lawson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  Edward;  Edmund  Ruffin, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George;  James  Gordon,  jun.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Richmond;  Charles  Campbell  and  Andrew  Moore,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge;  Gabriel  Jones,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham;  Isaac  Zane,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah;  John 
Rogers,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Southampton  ;  Charles  Carter  and  Thompson  Mason,  members  for  the 
county  of  Stafford;  Richard  Cocke,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Surry;  Gray  Judkins  and  Sterling  Har- 
well, members  for  the  county  of  Sussex ;  Cole  Digges,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Warwick  ;  Joseph  Pren- 
tis,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  York ;  and  Henry  Tazewell,  member  for  the  City  of  Williamsburg. 

A  bill,  "for  opening  the  Land  Office  of  the  Northern  Neck;  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted (o  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

The  House  being  informed  that  HenryTazewell,  member  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg ;  and  Edward  Carter,  one 
of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Albemarle ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause 
to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  this  day ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Henry  Tazewell  and  Edward  Carter,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  a 
power  to  levy  certain  duties  for  the  payment  of  the  debts,  contracted  by  the  United  States  during  the  late  war,"  with  seve- 
ral amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House ;"  also,  to  the  bill  "  for  surveying  the  lands  given  by 
law  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State  estabUshments,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Eliza- 
beth river  to  the  waters  of  North  river,  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Byrd  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  revive  part  of  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  dividing  the 
parishes  of  Frederick  in  the  county  of  Frederick,  and  Cameron  in  the  county  of  Loudoun,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"directing  ihe  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  White  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  Hou&e  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  be  directed  to  settle  the  amount  of  the  several  sums  of  money,  now  due  to  Walter 
King  Cole  from  this  Commonwealth,  for  property  sold,  lately  belonging  to  Walter  King,  and  for  the  hire  of  negro 
slaves  ;  and  that  warrants  ought  to  issue  for  tlie  same,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  for  which  in- 
terest certificates  shall  also  be  issued  to  him  annually,  which  shall  be  receivable  in  taxes,  or  be  paid  out  of  the  unappro- 
priated fund. 

The  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  reducing  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  concerning  surveyors,  into  one  act;" 
"  for  granting  pardon,  with  certain  exceptions;"  "  to  regulate  elections,  and  enforce  the  attendance  of  the  members  of 
the  General  Assembly;"  "  to  repeal  '  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments 
of  ■vriting,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  "  to  continue  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a 
former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  executions  upon  certam  judgments  until  December  1783;"  "  cQrectiug  the  mode 
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of  sueing  out  and  prosecuting  writs  of  habeas  corpus  ;"  "  for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  calling 
in  aiul  funuiuc-  the  paper  money  of  this  State;"  and  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to 
ascertain  tlu;  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth,"  being  read ; 

Oi-il  rrrl,  Th^t  the  same  be  put  off  till  Friday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Friday  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  12,   1783. 


The  House  bein"-  informed  that  Bartlett  Anderson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Hanover ;  and  John 
Cowper.  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Nansemond  ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arras,  and  that  there 
was  cood  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Wednesday  last ; 

Ordered,  Tha;  the  said  Bartlett  Anderson  and  John  Cowper,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Andrew  Moore,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge  ;  and  John 
Carter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun  ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Andrew  Moore  and  Joim  Carter,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  the  waters  of  North 
ri\er;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of 
Elizabedi  river  to  the  waters  of  North  river." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  revive  part  of  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  dividing  the  parishes  of  Frederick  in  the  county  of  Fre- 
derick, and  Cameron  in  the  county  of  Loudoun,  and  for  other  purposes;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  Messrs.  Byrd  and  Lumpkin. 

Mr.  Carrington  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  repeal  a  former  act, 
and  to  enable  the  court  of  Botetourt  county  to  levy  a  sum  of  money  due  to  the  Reverend  Adam  Smyth ;"  and  the 
-ame  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  Iron)  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 
1  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  directing  the  treasurer  to  take  in  a  certificate  issued 

'X'^'J  Benjamin  Waller,  Esq.  and  pass  his  receipt  for  a  sum  paid  by  him  into  the  treasury ;  and  directing  the  auditors  to 
\  settle  the  accounts  of  Brigadier  General  George  Rogers  Clarke,  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the 

concurrence  of  this  House.      And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Strother  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration,  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to 
•everal  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
>ame  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  upon  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Gabriel  Long,  that  he  was  a  lieutenant 
■.n  the  Cutpeper  minute  battalion,  and  was  upon  duty  in  that  capacity  in  and  about  Norfolk,  from  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember 1775,  to  the  month  of  April  1776;  that  in  July  following  he  was  appointed  a  captain  in  one  of  the  Virginia 
retfiinents  upon  continental  establishment,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  three  years,  wanting  nine  days ;  that  the  said 
Ivong  was  with  General  Washington  in  his  retreat  through  the  Jerseys,  and  in  the  engagements  at  Trenton  and 
Princeton,  and  afterwards  attached  to  the  light  infantry  under  the  command  of  General  Morgan;  that  from  the  infor- 
mation of  the  said  Morgan,  the  said  Long  was  in  seventeen  different  engagements  with  the  enemy,  and  was  a  brave, 
judicious  odirer;  that  at  the  time  of  his  resignation  he  was  in  a  bad  state  of  health,  occasioned  by  severe  duty. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  upon  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  George  Evans,  that  he  was  a  surgeon 
to  Colonel  Baylor's  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  acted  in  that  capacity  two  years  and  nine  months,  when  a  dangerous 
wound  he  received  liom  the  enemy  compelled  him  to  resign. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  upon  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Thomas  Baytop,  that  he  was  commis- 
.sion<Ml  a  captain  in  Colonel  Harrison's  regiment  of  artillery,  the  13th  of  January  1777,  and  continued  in  service  until 
the  II th  of  D<'cr)nber  1779,  when  he  resigned. 

Ri  solved,  that  it  is  the.  opinion  of  thii  committee,  Thai  the  petition  of  the  said  Gabriel  Long,  praying  to  be  al- 
lowed the  same  portion  of  land,  as  is  by  law  given  to  captains  in  the  continental  army,  is  reasonable. 

Rr.solvcd,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  George  Evans,  praying  to  be  al- 
lowed itic  sami-  portion  o(   Uiiid,  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  regimental  surgeon,  is  reasonable. 

I'rsolvid,  tluii  H  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Thomas  Baytop,  praying  to  be  al- 
lowed the  same  p.irtion  of  land,  as  is  by  law  given  to  captains  in  the  continental  army,  is  reasonable. 

ft-i  solved,  that  it  ie  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  Jolin  Ragsdale,  sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Lmienburg,  as  prays  that  the  ten  per  centum  damages,  on  a  judgment  obtained  againsi  him  in  the  General 
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Court  for  balance  of  taxes,  may  be  remittee],  is  reasonable;  upon  condition  he  pays  the  principal  and  costs  of  the  said 
judgment,  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  January  next. 

Resolved,  (hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Ragsdale, 
as  prays  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  pay  the  interest  and  civil  list  warrants  by  him  collected,  towards  discharging  the 
said  judgment,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strother  do  carry  the  1st,  2d,  3d  and  4th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  con- 
currence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  surveying  the  lands  given  by 
law  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State  establishments;"  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agretd 
to,  others  amended,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  empower  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  to  levy  certain  duties  for  the  payment  of  debts,  contracted  by  the  Unitad  States  during  the  late 
war;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  granting  pardon  with  certain  exceptions  ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Ronald  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  tliird  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  for  opening  the  Land  Office  of  the  Northern  Neck ;"  "  for  reducing  the  several 
acts  of  Assembly,  concerning  surveyors,  into  one  act;"  "  to  regulate  elections,  and  enforce  the  attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly;"  "to  repeal  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  otlier  in- 
struments of  writing,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  "  to  continue  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much 
of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  executions  on  certain  judgments  until  December  1783  ;  "  directing  the  mode 
of  sueing  out  and  prosecuting  writs  of  habeas  corpus;"  "for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  calling 
in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State ;"  and  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act, 
10  ascertain  the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  liiea  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  13,   1783. 


The  House  being  informed  that  John  Rogers,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Southampton;  and  Stephens 
Thomson  Mason,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun  ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and 
that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Wednesday  last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Rogers  and  Stephens  Thomson  Mason,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Adam  Stephen,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  attended  in  cus- 
tody of  the  sergeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Adam  Stephen,  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "making  certain  receipts  and  warrants  payable  in  taxes;"  If 
"  concerning  fairs  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  and  the  court  of  Hustings  thereof,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with" 
several  aroetidments,  to  which  tliey  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House  ;  "  to  oblige  vessels  coming  from  foreign 
parts  to  perform  quarantine,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House  ;  also, 
they  do  adhere  to  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  with  a  power  to  levy  certain  duties  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the  United  States,  during 
the  Inte  war."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Strother  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  ascer- 
tain the  mode  of  obtaining  grants  to  certain  lands  on  the  western  waters;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Todd  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  repealing  the  act, 
'  for  establishing  the  town  of  Louisville ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time. 

Mr.  Strother  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Philip  Turpin,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  re- 
port, and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  tiie  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 
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It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  previous  to  the  late  war,  the  said  Philip  Turpin,  being  an  infant  and  native 
of  this  Stale,  was  sent  to  Great  Britain  by  his  father  to  complete  his  education,  and  qualify  himself  for  the  medical 
profession ;  that  before  this  could  be  eflecled,  hostilities  commenced  between  the  two  nations,  whereby  all  remittances 
from  his  friends  were  cut  off;  that  during  the  residence  of  the  said  Turpin  in  Great  Britain  after  the  war  commenced, 
he  wrote  many  letters  to  his  friends  in  this  State,  expressive  of  his  great  attachment  to  the  cause  of  America,  and  of 
his  wishes  and  desire  to  be  with  them  ;  that  to  accomplish  this,  necessity  not  choice,  compelled  him  to  enter  as  a  sur- 
geon on  board  of  a  British  ship  bound  for  America,  whither  he  arrived  in  the  Spring  1781;  and  at  the  surrender  of 
the  British  army  at  York,  he  then  was  permitted  by  General  Nelson  to  remain  in  this  State  on  parole ;  that  the  said 
Turpin  treated  the  American  prisoners  with  great  humanity  and  attention. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the'  petition  of  the  said  Philip  Turpin,  praying  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  rights  of  citizensliip,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  bill,  "  to  repeal  a  former  act,  and  enable  the  court  of  Botetourt  county,  to  levy  a  sum  of  money  due  to  the 
Reverend  Adam  Smyth ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions 
and  Grievances. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  the  admission  of  emigrants,  and  declaring  their  rights  to  citizenship;"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  the  admission  of  emigrants,  and  declaring 
their  rights  to  citizenship." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  granting  pardon  with  certain  exceptions ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  question  being 
put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes,     69.  Noes,     11. 

Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  said  bill  be,  "  an  act,  prohibiting  the  migration  of  certain  persons  to  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Henry  Towles, 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  for  the  passage  of  the  foregoing  bill,  be  inserted 
in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  William  Cabell,  Samuel  Sherwin,  John  Cunningham,  Ro- 
bert Clark,  Thomas  Lumpkin,  Adam  Stephen,  Moses  Hunter,  Andrew  Meade,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Hickinson  Barks- 
dale,  John  Ward.  Thomas  Collier,  Robert  Goode,  Jesse  Cogbill,  George  Carrington,  French  Strother,  James  Pen- 
dleton, William  Watkins,  George  Wray,  George  Booker,  Spencer  Roane,  John  Edmundson,  Alexander  Henderson, 
John  Barker,  William  Pickett,  Alexander  White,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  Thomas  Smith,  James  Mason,  Bartlett 
Anderson,  Turner  Southall,  Patrick  Henry,  Hugh  Innes,  William  Norvell,  William  Nelson,  John  Scasbrook  Wills, 
Josiah  Parker,  Joseph  Jones,  Henry  Towles,  James  Ball,  jun.  William  Anderson,  Thomas  Johnson,  Henry  Siokes, 
Edward  Ragsdale,  Thomas  Peitus,  Samuel  Goode,  William  Curtis,  Benjamin  Wilson,  Kinchen  Godwin,  John  Kearnes, 
Daniel  Sandford,  John  Thornton,  William  Moore,  John  Scott,  Benjamin  Lankford,  William  Mayo,  jun.  William  Ron- 
ald, Richard  Bibb,  John  Thorowgood,  Thomas  Kemp,  Andrew  Moore,  John  Hopkins,  John  Rogers,  John  Taylor, 
Thomas  Towles,  John  Allen,  Richard  Lee,  Henry  Tazewell  and  Thomas  Newton. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Zachariah  Johnston,  Arclilbald  Stuart,  Carter  Henry  Harri- 
son, Timothy  Peyton,  George  Clcndinnen,  Garland  Anderson,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  John  Coleman,  Henry  Todd, 
Maurice  Smith  and  James  Montgomery. 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
'  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are 
as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Joseph  Moore  and  William  Cowan,  attor- 
nies  in  fact  for  Robert  Waltnn,  jun.  praying  that  certain  slaves,  the  property  of  the  said  Walton,  and  by  him  brought 
into  this  State  trom  the  State  of  Georgia,  may  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lunen- 
burg, praying  that  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  May  1782,  for  the  removal  of  the  courthouse  of  the  said  county, 
may  be  repealed,  be  rejected. 

The  first  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 
The  second  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievanrcs,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  iiad  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  'l  is  the  opinion  of  'his  committee.  That  the  petition  of  James  Gaines,  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Orange,  praying  tha  the  may  be  allowed  to  pay  into  the  treasury  the  tobacco  notes,  receipts  (or  hemp  and  flour,  and 
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civil  list  warrants  by  him  collected  before  the  1st  day  of  August  last,  towards  sutislyiiiy  the  judgment  obtained  against 
the  sheriff"  of  the  said  county ;  and  that  the  ten  per  centum  damages  thereon,  may  be  remitted,  is  reasonable  ;  upon  the 
petitioner's  making  oath  that  such  tobacco  notes,  receipts  for  hemp  and  llour,  and  civil  list  warrants,  were  bona  fide  re- 
ceived in  the  course  of  his  collection,  before  the  said  1st  day  of  August. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Mosby,  deputy  sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Powhatan,  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  pay  sundry  civil  list  warrants,  by  him  received  in  the  course 
of  the  collection  of  the  public  taxes,  towards  discharging  the  judgment  obtained  against  John  Harris,  sheriff  of  the 
said  county;  and  that  the  ten  per  centum  damages  on  the  said  judgment  maybe  remitted,  is  reasonable;  upon,  the  pe- 
titioner's making  oath  that  the  said  civil  list  warrants  were  bona  fide  received  bj'  him  in  discharge  of  the  taxes. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Archibald  M'Call,  praying  that  he  may  be 
admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizenship,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Scott,  praying  that  tiie  same  bounty 
in  lands  may  be  granted  him,  as  was  allowed  and  given  to  a  captain  by  proclamatioji  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in 
17C3,  is  reasonable. 

The  1st  and  2d  resolutions,  being  again  read  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  toby  the  House. 

The  3d  resolution,  being  again  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

The  4th  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  1st  and  2d  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Strother  repoi'ted,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  resolutions  upon  the 
petition  of  Sir  John  Pejton,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Gloucester,  was  recommitted  ;■  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  have  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Sir  John  Peyton,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  Sir  John  Peyton  ought  to  be  allowed  to  discharge 
one  half  of  the  sum  for  which  judgment  was  obtained  against  him  in  commutables,  agreeable  to  an  act  of  this  present 
Assembly ;  and  that  he  be  allowed  until  the  first  day  of  February  next,  to  make  such  payment. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  ten  per  centum  damages  on  the  judgment  obtained 
against  the  said  Sir  John  Peyton,  ought  to  be  remitted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strother  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  further  matters  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Assembly,  and  referring  to  sundry  papers  enclosed;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  w'hole  House,  on  the  bill 
''for  reducing  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  concerning  surveyors,  into  one  act;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  insist  on  their  lllh  amendment;  recede  from  their  ICth,  18th  and  24th  amend- 
ments; and  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Delegates  to  their  3d  and  19th  amendments,  with  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  their  said  19th  amendment,  to  the  bill  "for  surveying  the  lands  given  by  law  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State  establishments."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  amendment  of 
this  House  to  the  said  19th  amendment  of  the  Senate,  being  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  a  free  conference  be  desired  with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  lllh  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House  and  insisted  on  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thruston  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  those  wiio  failed  to  appear  were  noted ;  and  the  names  of 
those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in  the  service 
of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Abraham  Oiitten  and  Thomas  Par- 
ramore,  members  for  the  county  of  Accomac  ;  George  Nicholas  and  Edward  Carter,  members  for  the  county  ot  Albe- 
marle; Samuel  Sherwiii,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Amelia;  William  Green  Miinford,  one  of  the  members  for 
the  county  of  Charles  City  ;  Robert  Goode,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Chesterfield  ;  Carter  Henry  Harrison, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  coimiy  of  Cumberland;  David  Ross  and  John  Powell,  members  for  the  county  of 
Fluvanna;  John  Crittenden,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fayette;  Thomas  Mann  Randolph  and  Thomas 
T  3 
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Underwood,  members  for  the  county  of  Goochland;  Andrew  Donnelly,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Green- 
brier; Elias  Poston  and  Abraham  Hite,  members  for  the  county  of  Hampshire;  Bartlett  Anderson,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Hanover;  Patrick  Henry,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henry;  William  Nelson,  one 
of  the  members  for  the  county  of  James  City;  Josiah  Parker,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight; 
John  Pollard,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King-  George;  Carter  Braxton  and  Drury  Ragsdale,  members  for 
the  county  of  King  William;  William  Anderson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Louisa;  Samuel  Goode,  one 
of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Wecklenburg;  Francis  Worman,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Monongalia; 
John  Preston,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  John  Watkins  and  William  Dandridge,  members 
for  the  county  of  New  Kent;  John  Kearnes,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk;  John  Bowdoin  and  Isaac 
Avery,  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton  ;  David  Shepherd  and  Ebenezer  Zane,  members  for  the  county  of 
Ohio  ;  William  Dix,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania ;  William  Mayo,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Powhatan;  Robert  Lawson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  Edward;  Edward  Ruffin,  jun. 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George;  James  Gordon,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Richmond; 
Charles  Campbell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge;  Gabriel  Jones,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Rockingham ;  Isaac  Zane,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah ;  Charles  Carter,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Stafford ;  Richard  Cocke,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Surry;  Gray  Judkins  and 
Sterling  Harwell,  members  for  the  county  of  Sussex;  Cole  Digges,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Warwick; 
Richard  Lee,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland ;  Arthur  Campbell,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Washington  ;  and  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  and  Joseph  Prentis,  members  for  the  county  of  York. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Robert  Lawson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Robert  Lawson  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  15,  1783. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Richard  Lee,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland ;  Thomas 
Mann  Randolph,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Goochland;  Josiah  Parker,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county 
of  Isle  of  Wight;  Samuel  Sherwin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Amelia;  Robert  Goode,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Chesterfield;  William  Anderson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Louisa;  William  Dix, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania ;  William  Mayo,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Powhatan  ; 
Samuel  Goode,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg;  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  one  of  the  members  for 
the  county  of  Cumberland;  Bartlett  Anderson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Hanover;  William  Nelson, one 
of  the  members  for  the  county  of  James  City;  and  John  Kearnes,  one  of  the  members  for  tlie  county  of  Norfolk;  at- 
tended in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was 
called  over  on  Saturdaj' last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Richard  Lee,  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  Josiah  Parker,  Samuel  Sherwin,  Robert  Goode, 
William  Anderson,  William  Dix,  William  Mayo,  Samuel  Goode,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Bartlett  Anderson,  William 
Nelson  and  John  Kearnes,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  reducing  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  concerning  surveyors,  into  one  act;"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  reducing  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  con- 
cerning surveyors,  into  one  act." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  for  repealing  the  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of  Louisville ;"  was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "to  ascertain  the  mode  of  obtaining  grants  to  certain  lands  on  the  western  waters;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Joseph  Jones  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  for  regulating  public  ferries;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ortlered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Joseph  Jones  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  authorise  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress  to 
convey  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  right  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  territory  north  westward 
of  the  river  Ohio;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  tlie  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House  and  adhered  to  by 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  a  power  to  levy  certain  duties  for  the 
payment  of  the  debts,  contracted  by  the  United  States  during  the  late  war;"  and  the  same  being  read; 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  !he  bill  "  concerning  fairs  in  the  town  of 
Fredericksburg  and  the  court  of  Hustings  thereof,  and  (or  other  purposes  ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were 
agreed  to. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  oblige  vessels  coming  from  ^ 
foreign  parts  to  perform  quarantine ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  to  each  of  the  members  and  officers  of  tlie  General  Assembly, 
the  sum  of  6s.  per  day,  in  part  of  their  wages  and  attendance  on  the  present  session,  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  to 
the  civil  list ;  and  also  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  said  members. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Strother  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend 
the  act,  for  establishing  pilots,  and  regulating  their  fees;"   and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Strother  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "  to  repeal  a  former 
act,  and  to  enable  the  court  of  Botetourt  county,  to  levy  a  sum  of  money  due  to  the  Rev.  Adam  Smyth,"  was  com- 
mitted, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  no 
amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  register  of  the  Land  Office,  enclosing  a  return  of  the  land 
warrants  issued  from  his  office ;  vvhich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  his  Council,  be  authorised  and  required  to  propose  to  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  either  to  confirm  die  boundary  line  extended  by  the  Virginia  commissioners  between  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina,  or  to  choose  able  commissioners  from  some  other  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  begin  where 
Joshua  Fry  and  Peter  Jefferson,  commissioners  from  Virginia,  together  with  others  from  North  Carolina,  formerly 
appointed  to  run  the  said  line,  ended  their  work :  And  if  the  termination  of  the  old  line  be  found  truly  in  the  latitude 
of  36"  30"  north,  to  extend  the  same  to  the  river  Mississippi,  and  should  the  termination  of  the  old  line  not  be  truly 
in  the  latitude  aforesaid,  then  to  run  from  thence  due  north  or  south  to  the  same,  and  from  thence  due  west  to  the  river 
Mississippi :  and  that  all  necessary  expenses  incurred  in  carrying  this  resolution  into  execution  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  provide  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the  payment  of  this 
State's  quota  of  the  debt  contracted  by  the  United  States;"  and  that  Messrs.  Ronald,  Joseph  Jones,  Roane,  Strother, 
Thomas  Towles,  and  Edmundson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  being  informed  that  John  Powell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fluvanna,  attended  in  cus- 
tody of  the  sergeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Powell  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Christian: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  respecting  Samuel  Jones  and  Mayo  Carrington,  witli 
an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  also,  they  do  agree  to  the  free  conference  desired 
by  this  House,  on  the  subject  matter  of  their  11th  amendment,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on  by  the 
Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  surveying  the  lands  given  by  law  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State  estab- 
lishments," and  have  appointed  managers,  who  are  attending  in  the  conference  chamber.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Thruston,  Henderson,  Stuart,  William  Cabell,  Peyton  and  Ronald,  be  appointed  mana- 
gers at  the  said  free  conference,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  and  that  they  do  now  withdraw. 

The  managers  accordingly  withdrew ;  and  after  some  time,  returned  into  the  House,  and  reported,  that  they  had 
according  to  order,  met  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  discussed  with  them  in 
free  conference  the  subject  matter  of  the  foregoing  amendment ;  after  which,  the  managers  on  the  part  of  this  House 
withdrew,  promising  to  report  to  tlie  Senate,  the  resuh  of  the  further  proceedings  of  this  House  therein,  by  message. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thruston  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

]Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  provide  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the  payment  of  this 
State's  quota  of  debts  contracted  by  the  United  States ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Pendleton  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  treasury,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  carefully  examined  and  compared  the  same,  wiih  their  proper  vouchers  from  ti.e  set- 
tlement of  the  last  accounts,  viz:  From  the  1st  day  rif  December  1782,  until  the  11th  day  of  December  1783,  inclu- 
sive ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  Jaqueliu  Ambler,  Esq.  treasurer,  has  received  within  those  periods  in   specie,  specie 
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warrants  and  certificates,  and  comrautable  articles  to  the  amount  of  185,198/.  9s.  11  l-2d.  on  various  accounts  j  it 
(appears  also,  that  the  said  treasurer  has  disbursed  to  the  amount  of  164,620/.  19s.  7  l-Ad.:  The  said  treasurer  pro- 
educed  also  to  your  committee,  bills  of  credit  of  the  18th  of  March  1780,  which  had  been  paid  in  part  of  the  land 
tax  for  the  year  1782,  amounting  to  3,369/.  14s.  which  j'our  committee  examined,  punched  and  rendered  nnpassa- 
ble :  It  appears  also,  from  the  account  of  sales  of  the  commutable  articles  disposed  of  by  the  said  treasurer,  that  a 
loss  has  been  sustained  thereon  to  the  amount  of  13,188/.  19s.  4  l-4rf.  which  leaves  a  balance  of  4,018/.  17s.  to  be 
carried  to  the  credit  of  the  State  in  the  next  account. 

The  accounts  appear  to  have  been  fairly  kept,  but  for  a  more  clear  explanation,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer to  the  general  account  annexed. 

Dr.  Tht  Public  Treasury  in  account  with  J.  Ambler,   Treasurer. 

To  balance  of  account  settled  to  the  30ih  of  November  1782, 
Officers  of  the  customs  by  virtue  of  the  revenue  law. 
Ditto  duties  on  salt,  .  .  . 

Escheators,  .  _  .  . 

Inspectors  for  tax  on  tobacco  exported. 

Ditto  rents,  &ic.         .  -  -  - 

Benjamin  Harrison,  agent  for  sale  of  commutables, 
Money  received  by  virtue  of  last  recruiting  law, 
Sundries,  .  .  .  _ 

Land  Office,  _  .  _  . 

Sheriffs  for  revenue  taxes,  1782, 
Ditto,  ditto,     1783, 


- 

£  37,464 

17 

1 

£6,093 

12 

8  1-4 

158 

6 

8  1-2 

6,251 
6,595 

19 

18 

4  3-4 
1  1-2 

4,192 

0 

11  3-4 

577 

12 

2 

4,769 
16,463 

13 

1  3-4 
7  1-4 

12 

10,663 

16 

0  3-4 

3,568 

19 

2 

1,830 

13 

4 

97,510 

5 

7  1-2 

78 

15 

5 

£185,198     9  11  1-2 


The  Public  Treasury  in  account  with  J.  Ambler,  Treasurer.  Cr, 

By  amount  of  disbursements  from  the  1st  December  1782,  to  11th  December  1783, 

inclusive,  as  appears  by  receipts  and  vouchers  produced,  -  -  ,£  164,620  16     7 

By  bills  of  credit  of  the  18th  of  March  1780,  received  in  payment  of  one  tenth  of 

the  land  tax  of  1782,  produced  to  the  committee,  punched  and  rendered  unpas- 

sable,  amounting  to  -  -  -  -  -  3,369   14 

By  loss  sustained  in  sale  of  the  commutable  articles  of  the  treasury,  from  the  28th 

December  1782,  to  the  11th  December  1783,  inclusive,  as  appears  by  the  book 

of  sales,  produced  to  and  examined  by  the  committee,  -  -  13,188  19     4  1-4 

By  difference  of  errors  in  warrants  paid  in  by  George  Hairstone,  27th  3Iay,  and 

John  Pierce,  1st  October  1783,  difference  is  -  -  -  3     0  1-4 

Balance  carried  to  new  account,  ....  4,018  17 


£  185,198     9   111-2 


Errors  Excepted, 

3.  AMBLER. 

And  the  said  report  being  again  read  at  the  clerk's  table; 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  Thai  the  treasurer's  accounts  do  pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pendleton  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  several  orders  of  the  day  on  Saturday  last,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "  to  continue  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends 
the  issunig  of  executions  on  certain  judgments  until  December  1783;"  "to  repeal  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  for 
the  probation  o(  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  "  to  regulate  elections  and  en- 
force the  attendaiic.'  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly;"  be  revived  and  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "  to  provide  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the  payment  of  this  State's  quota  of  the  debt  contracted  by 
the  United  States;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "appointing  certain  persons  to  receive  subscriptions,  and  con- 
tract with  undertakers  for  the  clearing  of  James  river  through  the  South  Mountain;  and  that  Messrs.  Andrew  Moore, 
Cuniiii.gham,  Johnson  and  Stuart,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  liiat  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 
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Resolved,  That  Patrick  Gleson,  lately  a  soldier  in  the  3d  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  being  by  a  wound  re- 
ceived in  the  service  rendered  incapable  of  supporting  himself  by  labor,  be  added  to  the  list  of  pensioners. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  surveying  and  apportioning  the  lands  granted  to  the  Illi- 
nois regiment  and  establishing  a  town  within  the  said  grant;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  autliorise  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  to  convey  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, the  right  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  territory  northwestward  of  the  Ohio  river;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  16,  1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "to  repeal  a  former  act,  and  to  enable  the  court  of  Botetourt  county  to  levy  a  sum  of  money 
due  to  the  Reverend  Adam  Smyth;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  cl  uise  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder,  directing  that  the  counties  of 
Washington,  Montgomery,  Rockbridge  and  Greenbrier,  should  be  allowed  a  discount  in  the  said  levy  for  the  value  of 
the  glebe  of  the  parish  of  Botetourt. 

And  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  read  three  times  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  repeal  a  former  act,  and  to  enable  the  court 
of  Botetourt  county  to  levy  a  sum  of  money  due  to  the  Reverend  Adam  Smyth." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clendinnen  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  repealing  the  act  for  establishing  the  town  of  Louisville;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  repealing  in  part,  the  act  for  establishing  the 
town  of  Louisville." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Todd  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  providing  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the  payment  of  this  State's  quota  of  the  debt 
contracted  by  the  United  States;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  providing  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the 
payment  of  this  State's  quota  of  the  debt  contracted  by  the  United  States.'' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  prevent  the  filing  information ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey: 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal   from  the  waters  of  Eliza-J| 
beth  river  to  the  waters  of  North  river."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  bill,  "  for  surveying  and  apportioning  the  lands  granted  to  the  Illinois  regiment,  and  establishing  a  town  within 
the  said  grant;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to- 
morrow. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  for  establishing  pilots,  and  regulating  their  fees;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
amended  at  the  clerk's  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  those  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted,  and  the  names 
of  those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in  the  ser- 
vice oi  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody,  Abraham  Outten  and  Thomas 
Parraniorc,  members  for  the  county  of  Accomac ;  George  Nicholas  and  Edward  Carter,  members  for  the  county  of 
Albemarle;  Nicholas  Cabell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Amherst;  John  Breckcnridge,  one  of  the  members 
for  the  county  of  Botetourt;  Andrew  Meade,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Brunswick;  John  Taylor,  one 
of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Caroline ;  William  Green  Munford,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Charles 
Cit}' ;  John  Banister,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddle  ;  David  Ross,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Fluvanna;  John  Crittenden,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fayette;  Thomas  Underwood,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  county  of  Goochland;  Andrew  Donnelly,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier;  Isaac 
Coles,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Halifax ;  Elias  Poston  and  Abraham  Hite,  members  for  the  county  of 
Hampshire;  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henrico;  Patrick  Henry,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Henry  ;  William  Norvell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  James  City;  John  Pollard, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  George;  Carter  Braxton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King 
U  3 


G6 

William ;  Stephens  Thomson  Mason,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun;  Edward  Ragsdale,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg;  John  Edwards,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Lincoln;  Francis  Wor- 
man,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Monongaha;  John  Preston,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Mont- 
gomery ;  John  Cowper,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Nansemond ;  John  Watkins  and  William  Dandridge, 
members  for  the  county  of  New  Kent;  John  Bowdoin  and  Isaac  Avery,  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton ;  Da- 
vid Shepherd  and  Ebenexer  Zane,  members  for  the  county  of  Ohio ;  Edmund  Ruffin,  jun.  and  Benjamin  Harrison, 
jun.  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George;  James  Gordon,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Richmond; 
Charles  Campbell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge;  Gabriel  Jones,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Rockingham ;  Isaac  Zane,  one  of  the  members  for  tlie  county  of  Shenandoah,  Richard  Cocke,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Surry;  Gray  Judkins  and  Sterling  Harwell,  members  for  the  county  of  Sussex;  Cole 
JDigges,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Warwick;  Richard  Henry  Lee,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Westmoreland ;  Arthur  Campbell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Washington ;  Joseph  Prentis,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  York;  and  Henry  Tazewell,  member  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  House  adjourns  on  Saturday  next,  it  will  adjourn  until  the  last  day  of  March  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  for  regulating  public  ferries;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  wjiom  the  bill  "  for  amending  the 
several  acts  for  regulating  pubUc  ferries,"  was  committed,  that  they  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  for  establishing  a  ferry 
across  the  rivers  Staunton  and  Dan,  near  the  confluence  of  the  said  rivers. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  continue  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of 
executions  upon  certain  judgments,  until  December  1783;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Thruston  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolutions,  respecting  the  claim  of  George 
Rogers  Clarke ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  ascertain  the  mode  of  obtaining  grants  to  certain  lands  on  the  western  waters;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  tlie  chair,  and  Mr.  Thruston  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  tlie  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
A  A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee  : 

^         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands,"  with  several 
amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Carrington  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  the  election  of  over- 
seers of  the  poor ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carrington  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  several 
acts,  concerning  marriages;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Andrew  Moore  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  appointing  certain  persons  to  receive  subscriptions 
and  contract  witli  undertakers  for  clearing  James  river,  through  the  South  Mountain  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  lime. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  deputations  of  officers,  vi?,:  Generals  Scott  and  Morgan,  Colonels  Heth  and  Temple,  from 
the  continental  line ;  and  General  Clarke,  Colonel  Dabney  and  Captain  Roane,  from  the  State  line,  having  attended 
the  General  Assembly  on  the  business  of  their  respective  memorials,  be  allowed  the  sum  of  two  dollars  per  diem  res- 
pectively, and  the  same  sum  for  every  day's  travelling  expenses  to  and  from  this  place;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  by 
the  treasurer,  out  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  certificates  granted  the  ofiicers  and  soldiers  fof 
their  arrears  of  pay  and  depreciation,  deducting  the  same  from  the  interest  due,  or  to  become  due  to  the  said  officers, 
upon  their  mihtary  certificates. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  ti'ne  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thruston  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration,  the  accounts  of  the  expenses  of  the  messengers  sent  for  absent  members,  to  thein  referred,  nd 
had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  was  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 
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Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  account  of  Anthony  Dunlave}',  amounting  to  2l.  I6s. 
■id.  and  also  the  account  of  Benjamin  Jennings,  amounting  to  8/.  Is.  as  special  messengers  sent  after  delinquent  mem- 
bers, are  reasonable ;  and  that  the  treasurer  ought  to  pay  the  same  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  civil  list. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  appointing  certain  persons  to  receive  subscriptions,  and  contract  with  undertakers  for  clearing  James 
river  through  the  South  Mountain;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Smith  Shepherd,  executor  of  Robert  Hug- 
gins,  deceased,  setting  forth,  that  a  negro  fellow,  the  property  of  the  decedent  was,  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the 
year  1780,  condemned  by  the  court  of  Princess  Anne  county,  to  suffer  death  for  a  felony;  that  he  was  valued  accord- 
ing to  law,  to  six  thousand  pounds ;  but  before  his  execution  he  was  released  by  a  party  of  the  British  troops,  with 
whom  he  left  the  country;  and  praying  that  the  valuation  of  the  said  slave  may  be  liquidated  agreeable  to  the  scale  of 
depreciation,  and  paid  to  him  as  executor  of  the  said  Robert  Huggins,  by  the  public,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Josiah  Riddick,  praying  that  a  further  al- 
lowance may  be  made  him  by  the  public,  in  addition  to  the  allowance  made  him  by  the  Assembly  in  December  1780, 
for  a  horse  and  accoutrements  which  were  impressed  from  him  in  the  public  service,  and  shortly  after  taken  by  the 
enemy,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concunence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  paying  a  sura  of  money  to  Miles  Wilkinson ;  and^f^ 
directing  the  treasurer  to  receive  certain  tobacco  notes  and  receipts  for  hemp  and  flour,  in  discharge  of  a  judgment 
against  the  sheriff  of  Orange  county;  also,  they  do  recede  from  their  amendment,  to  their  disagreement  of  which  this   _. 
House  hath  adhered,  to  the  bill  "  for  surveying  the  lands  given  by  law,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and^ 
State  establishments."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  authorise  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  to  convey  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  rights  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  territory  northwestward  of  the  river  Ohio;" 
"  to  repeal  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  and  "to  regulate  elections,  and  enforce  the  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly,"  being 
read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  17,  1783. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  those  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted,  and  the  names 
of  those  who  made  default,  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in  the 
service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody,  Abraham  Outten  and  Thomas 
Parramore,  members  for  the  county  of  Accomac ;  George  Nicholas  and  Edward  Carter,  members  for  the  county  of 
Albemarle ;  John  Breckenridge,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Botetourt ;  Andrew  Meade,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Brunswick;  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Caroline;  William  Green 
Munford,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Charles  City ;  John  Crittenden  and  Timothy  Peyton,  members  for 
the  county  of  Fayette;  Thomas  Underwood,  one  of  die  members  for  the  county  of  Goochland;  James  Mason,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  county  of  Greensville;  Elias  Poston  and  Abraham  Hite,  members  for  the  county  of  Hampshire; 
Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henrico;  Patrick  Henry,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Henry;  William  Norvell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  James  City;  Josiah  Parker,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight;  John  Pollard,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  George;  Car- 
ter Braxton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  William;  Stephens  Thomson  Mason,  one  of  the  members 
for  the  county  of  Loudoun;  Edward  Ragsdale,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg;  William  Curtis, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Middlesex  ;  Francis  VVorman,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Monon- 
galia ;  John  Preston,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Montgomery  ;  John  Cowper,  one  of  the  members  tor  the 
county  of  Nansemond;  John  Watkins  and  William  Dandridge,  members  for  the  county  of  New  Kent;  John  Bowdoin 
and  Isaac  Avery,  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton;  David  Shepherd  and  Elienezer  Zane,  members  for  the 
county  of  Ohio ;  Edmund  Ruffin,  jun.  and  Benjamin  Harrison,  jun.  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George  ;  James 
Gordon,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Richmond;  Charles  Campbell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
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Rockbridge ;  Gabriel  Jones,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham ;  Isaac  Zane,  one  of  the  members   ^ 
for  the  county  of  Shenandoah ;  Richard  Cocke,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Surry ;  Gray  Judkins  and     , 
Sterling  Harwell,  members  for  the  county  of  Sussex;  Cole  Digges,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Warwick; 
Arthur  Campbell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Washington;  and  Joseph  Prentis,  one  of  the  members  for 
the  county  of  York. 

Ordered,  That  ]\Ir.  Byrd  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  during  the  remainder  of  the 


session. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "to  ascertain  the  mode  of  obtaining  grants  to  certain  lands  on  the  western  waters ;"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  ascertain  the  mode  of  obtaining  grants  to  cer- 
tain lands  on  the  western  woters." 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Tbruston  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  for  establishing  pilots  and  regulating  their  fees  ;"    was  read  the  third  time. 
Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  for  establishing  pilots  and  re- 
gulating their  fees."  ' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Thomas  Underwood,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Goochland,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  this  clay ; 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  Thomas  Underwood,  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  appointing  certain  persons  to  receive  subscriptions,  and  contract  with  undertakers  for  the 
clearing  of  James  river  through  the  South  Mountain;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 
^*  Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and   that  the  title  be,    "  an  act  appointing  certain  persons  to   receive  subscrip- 

tions and  contract  with  undertakers,  for  the    clearing  of  James  river  through  the  South  Mountain." 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Andrew  Moore  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
^         Tlie  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolutions  respecting  Mayo  Carring- 
lon  and  Samuel  Jones ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Anderson  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  several  acts,  concerning  marriages ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "  for  the  election  of  overseers  of  the  poor;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  give  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and 
for  other  pin-poses;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Thruston  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  tiieir  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the 
same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  auain  read. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  die  said  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House. 
Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediatel}'. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  those  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted,  and  the  names  of 
those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody,  Abraham  Outtcn  and  Thomas 
Pnrramore,  ineml)ers  for  the  county  of  Accomac;  George  Nicholas  and  Edward  Carter,  members  for  the  county  of 
Albemarle;  Andrew  Meade  and  Thomas  Claiborne,  members  lor  the  county  of  Brunswick;  John  Taylor,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Caroline;  William  Green  Miinford,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Charles  City; 
John  J3anisirr,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddic;  Charles  Broadwater,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Fairfax;  Jolin  Crittenden  and  Timothy  Peyton,  members  for  die  county  of  Fayette;  Isaac  Coles,  one  of  iiif 
members  for  the  county  of  Halifax;  Klias  Post.n  and  Abraham  Hue,  members  for  the  county  of  Hampshire;  Na- 
thanii  1  Wilkinson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henrico;  William  Norvell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  coun- 
ty ol'  Jaiiics  City;  John  I'oUard,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  George;  Carter  Braxton,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  King  Wil]i;un  ;  Stephens  Thompson  Mason,  onrof  the  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun; 
Kdward  Ra!;sdale,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  ol'  Lunenburg;  Jolm  Edwards,  one  of  the  nienibeis  for  tiie 
county  of  liincoin;  Samuel  Good.',  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg;  William  Curtis,  one  of  the 
imeinbers  for  the  comily  of  Middlesex;  Francis  Worman,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Monongalia;  John 
Preston,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  John  Cowper,  one  ol"  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Nuisemond;  John  \V;ukins  and  William  Dandridge,  members  for  the  county  of  New  Kent;  JohnBowdoin  and  Isaac 
Avcrv,  memiier-  for  the  county  of  N.irihaiiipton;  David  Shepherd  and  Ebene/.cr  Zane,  members  lor  the  county  of 
01. lo;  Kdmuiid  Uuflin,  jini.  and  Benjamin  Harrison,  jun.  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George;  James  Gordon, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Richmond ;  Charles  Campbell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rock- 
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bridge;  Gabriel  Jones,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham;  Isaac  Zane,  one  of  the  members  for  tlie 
countv  of  Shenandoah  ;  Charles  Curler,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Staflbrd  ;  Richard  Cocke,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Surry ;  Gray  Judkins  and  Sterling  Harwell,  members  for  the  county  of  Sussex ;  Cole 
Digges,  on*  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Warwick  ;  Arthur  Campbell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Washington;  Joseph  Prentis,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  York;  and  Henry  Tazewell,  member  for  the  city 
of  Williamsburg. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey  : 

Mr.  SPEAliER, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  for  the  admission  of  emigrants,  and  declaring  their  rights 
to  citizenship,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  and  "prohibiting  the 
migration  of  certain  persons  to  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they 
also  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew.  jj 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee  :  ^ 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  repealing  in  part,  the  act,  'for  establishing  the  town  of 
Louisville,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  also,  they  recede  from  theiiV 
amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  resolution,  respecting  the  accounts  of  George  Rogers  Clarke  againsrS^  \> 
the  public ;  and  adhere  to  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  resolutions,  respecting  Mayo  Carring- 
ton  and  Samuel  Jones  ;  also,  they  agree  to  the  resolution,  for  making  an  allowance  to  the  deputation  of  officers  attend- 
ing the  General  Assembly,  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then 
he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones:  ■  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  reducing  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  concerning  sur-  Jk 
veyors,  into  one  act,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they    desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  also,  they  have 
agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  allowing  bounties  of  land  to  Gabriel  Long,  Thomas  Peyton  and  George  Evans ;  and  to  t^ 
remit  the  ten  per  centum  damages  upon  a  judgment  obtained  against  the  sheriff  of  Lunenburg.   And  then  he  with- 
drew'. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  prohibiting  the  migration  of  cer- 
tain persons  to  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  the  admission  of  emigrants,  and 
declaring  their  rights  to  citizenship;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Thruston  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "directing  the  lands  of  delinquent  sheriffs  to  be  taken  in  exe- 
cution ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "  directing  the  lands  of  delinquent  sheriffs  to  be  taken  in  execution;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  for  making  an  allowance  togAr 
the  deputation  of  officers  attending  the  General  Assembly  ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  sundry  papers  relative  to  Peter  Penett, 
iate  agent  of  this  State  in  France;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Henderson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  admitting  certain  persons  to  tiie  rights  of  citizenship;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  lime. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the    ^ 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  prevent  the  filing  of  informations;"  "  for  surveying  and  apportioning  the  lands    ^ 
granted  to  the  Illinois  regiment,  and  establishing  a  town  within  the  said  grant;"  "to  authorise  the  delegates  of  this 
Stale  in  Congress,  to  convey  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  right  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  ter- 
ritory north-westward  of  the  river  Ohio ;"  and  "  to  regulate  elections,  and  enforce  the  attendance  of  the  members  of 
the  General  Assembly,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  18,  1783. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Samuel  Goode,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg;  Timothy 
Peyton,  one  of  the  niembers  lor  the  county  of  Fayette;  William  Curtis,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  .Ui'i  irsex  j 
aTid  Stephens  Thomson  Mason,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun,  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant 
alarms;  , 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Samuel  Goode,  Timothy  Peyton,  William  Curtis  and  Stephens  Thomson  Mason,  be  ad- 
mitted to  their  seals,  on  payinsr  f<es. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Thomas  Claiborne,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Brunswick,  attended 
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in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called 
over  yesterday;  , .  .  ,  ■       r 

'Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Claiborne  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

A  bill,  "for  admitting  certain  persons  to  the  rights  of  citizenship;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  amended  at 

thp  plcrk  s  t3r)lc» 

Orrfererf,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time.  .        ^^ 

Mr.  Todd  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills;  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  examined  several,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Orrfere^/,  That  Mr.  Todd  do  carry  the  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  mspection.     ^         ,     .        ^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  reducing  the  several  acts  of 
Assembly,  concerning  surveyors,  into  one  act ;"  and  the  san>e  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "to  repeal  in  part,  the  act,  'estab- 
ishing  the  town  of  Louisville;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Todd  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith.  ,  .„      ,.       .        ,        ,      ^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public 
lands;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker, The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House,  to  their  amendments  to 

the  bill  "'  prohibiting  the  migration  of  certain  persons  to  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes."     And  then  he 

withdrew.  .,-,,111  i     .  -n 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  authorise  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  to  convey  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  right 
of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  territory  north-westward  of  the  river  Ohio ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Thruston  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  for  surveying  and  apportioning  the  lands  granted  to  the  Illinois  regiment,  and  establishing  a  town  within  the  said 
grant;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Thruston  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made 
no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
'•  to  prevent  the  filing  of  informations;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Thruston  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mi .  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker,— The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  provide  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the  payment 
of  this  Slate's  quota  of  the  debt  contracted  by  the  United  States ;"  also,  they  agree  to  the  amendments  proposed  by 
this  House  to  iheir  amendments  to  the  bill  "for  the  admission  of  emigrants,  and  declaring  their  rights  to  citizenship;'' 
and  adhere  to  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands." 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker,— The  Senate  have  examined  several  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  they 
are  signed  by  their  Speaker ;  also,  they  have  passed  the  treasurer's  account.  And  he  delivered  in  the  same,  and  then 
withdrew. 

A  message  from  tlie  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson : 

Mr.  Speakek, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  respecting  [Copy  blank.]  with  an  amendment,  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.      And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  give  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  VVIiiie  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through 
the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  tiiereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  whcri-  the  same  were  again  twice  road,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
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The  orders  of  the  day,  lor  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  slate  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  amend  the  several  acts,  concerning  marriages ;"  "  for  ihe  election  of  overseers 
of  the  poor;"  "to  regulate  elections,  and  enforce  the  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly;"  and  "to 
subject  the  lands  of  delinquent  sherifis  to  execution,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  olT  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  19,   1783. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "for  the  admission  of  certain  persons  to  the  rights  of  citizenship;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  for  the  admission  of  certain  persons  to  the  rights 
of  citizenship." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  authorise  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  to  convey  to  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  the  right  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  territory  north-westward  of  the  river  Ohio ;"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  authorise  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Con- 
gress, to  convey  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  right  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  territory  north- 
westward of  the  river  Ohio." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thruston  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  surveying  and  apportioning  the  lands  granted  to  the  Illinois  regiment,  and  establishing 
a  town  within  the  said  grant;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  surveying  and  apportioning  the  lands  granted 
to  the  Illinois  regiment,  and  establishing  a  town  within  the  said  grant." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thruston  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  give  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other 
instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other  purposes;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  fhe  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  give  further 
time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  prevent  the  filing  of  informations;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  prevent  the  filing  of  informations." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thruston  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  the  petition  of  Bartholomew  Beauregard,  attorney  in  fact  for  the  widow  and  heirs  of  his  broth- 
er James  Beauregard,  deceased,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  Charles  Gratiot  and  Richard  Winston,  that  Col.  John  Todd 
was  in  the  year  1779  actually  furnished  by  Elie  Toutant  Beauregard,  son  of  the  said  decedent,  with  upwards  of  200 
packs  of  peltries,  which  were  exchanged  by  the  said  Col.  Todd  for  provisions,  liquors  and  other  necessaries,  for  the 
use  of  the  troops  under  his  command;  and  that  each  pack  was  of  the  value  of  forty  silver  dollars. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Col.  Todd,  for  the  said  supply  of  peltries  did,  on  the  13th 
of  December  1779,  draw  a  bill  on  this  State  in  favor  of  the  said  Elie  Toutant  Beauregard  for  30,000  specie  dollars ; 
that  it  was  suggested  to  your  committee  by  the  petition,  that  a  quantity  of  merchandize,  and  also  a  sum  of  paper 
dollars,  were  furnished  and  advanced  by  the  said  Elie  Toutant  Beauregard,  for  the  use  of  Col.  Todd's  troops  in  addi- 
tion to  the  supply  of  peltries;  and  that  the  same  are  included  in  the  said  bill,  but  no  satisfactory  proof  thereof  ap- 
peared to  your  committee. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petitioner,  as  attorney  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  allowed 
and  paid  for  the  225  packs  of  peltries,  at  the  rate  of  forty  silver  dollars  for  each  pack,  making  9,000  dollars  in  full 
for  the  said  bill  of  exchange,  drawn  in  favor  of  his  nephew,  Elie  Toutant  Beauregard. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  commiUee,  That  the  bill  of  exchange  drawn  on  the  treasurer  of  this  State, 
by  Lieutenant  Col.  John  Montgomery,  in  favor  of  the  said  Elie  Toutant  Beauregard,  for  12,000  silver  dollars  for 
merchandizes  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  troops  under  his  command,  ought  not  to  be  paid;  it  appearing  that  the 
said  Lieutenant  Col.  Montgomery  was  not  authoriied  by  this  State  to  draw  bills  on  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  an  interest  of  five  per 
centum  on  the  said  9,000  dollars,  from  the  13th  day  of  December  1779,  till  paid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Jones  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Cour'.s  of  Justice,  to  whom   ths  bill,  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an 
act,  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  pubhc  service,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had, 
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according  to  order,  had  the  said  hill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he 
read  in  h:s  place,  and  aftprw^irds  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  hy  the  House 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Jones  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  whom  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts,  for 
regulating  public  ferries,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  thiir 
consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  further  matters  for  the  consideration  of 
the  General  Assembly ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ronnld  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  folloveth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  James  Innes,  praying  that  the  same  portion 
of  land  may  be  granted  him,  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  colonel  serving  three  years  in  the  continental  army,  is  rea- 
sonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Christian  and  Arthur  Campbell, 
guardians  to  Charles  Campbell,  the  only  son  of  General  William  Campbell,  deceased,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  after  the  lands  given  by  law  as  bounties  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers,  shall  be  surveyed  and  laid  off,  5,000  acres  of  the  surplus  be  granted  to  the  said  Charles  Campbell,  in 
consideration  of  the  meritorious  services  of  his  late  father.  General  William  Campbell,  deceased. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  King 
George,  praying  that  an  inspection  of  tobacco  may  be  established  on  a  lot  or  half  acre  of  laud,  the  property  of  John 
Gravett  and  William  Shropshire,  in  the  said  county,   is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  (his  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Francis  Conway,  praying  that  ten  acres  of 
his  land,  as  laid  out  into  lots  of  half  an  acre  each  with  convenient  streets,  lying  on  Rappahannock  river  in  the  county 
of  King  George,  may  be  established  a  town,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  1st,  2d  and  3d  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  4th  and  5th  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Jones  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  whom  the  bill  "for  establishing  inspections  of 
tobacco  on  the  western  waters,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under 
their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
In  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Underwood  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  oriler,  had 
under  their  consideration,  the  resolutions  upon  the  petition  of  Savary  De  Vaulcoulon,  agent  for  Messrs.  Coulougnac 
and  Company,  merchants  of  Nantz,  to  them  recommitted,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUowctli : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Savary  De  Vaulcoulon,  praying 
that  provision  may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  due  to  Messrs.  Coulougnac  and  Cou)pany,  for  a 
quantity  of  merchandize  delivered  to  Air.  Peuett  on  account  of  this  State,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  Executive  be  requested  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the 
said  Coulougnac  and  Company,  and  state  liie  balance  due  to  them. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the  balance,  which  shall 
appear  to  lie  due  to  the  said  Coulougnac  and  Company,  upon  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  out  of  any  unap- 
propriated pulilic  money  in  his  hands. 

Ordired,  Tliat  Mr.  Underwood  do  carry  (he  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  hy  i\Ir.  Christian : 

Mk.  Spkakf.r, — I  am  commanded  by  the  Senate,  to  inform  this  House  that  they  cannot  despatch  the  business 

fcro  ihem,  by  the  time  at  which  tliis  House  proposes  to  adjourn  ;  and  that  they  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "appointing^ 

certiiin  persons  to  receive  subscriptions,  and  contract  with  undertakers  for  the  clearing  of  James  river  throuuh  the 

South  Mountain,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  h^ 

,   withdrew. 

I  The  House  proreeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Orf/erprf,  That  Mr.  Andrew   Moore  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  tliat  lii.'  House  do  come  to  tjie  following  re>nliilion: 

Whereas,  the  number  of  laws,  at  present  allowed  to  the  different  counties  within  this  CotnniOnwealtb,  have  inmanj 
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instances  proved  insufficient,  and  the  necessity  that  induced  the  General  Assembly  to  ustablisli  such  allowance,  no  lon- 
ger existing; 

Resolved,  That  the  public  printer  be  directed  henceforth,  to  publish  arid  deliver  to  the  order  of  a  delegate  of  cacli 
county  or  corporation,  so  many  copies  of  the  acts  of  each  session  of  Assembly,  as  will  furnish  one  to  the  clerk,  sherifi', 
and  each  acting  magistrate  of  such  county  or  corporation;  and  that  the  respective  numbers  wiiich,  by  this  resolution, 
will  be  recjuiretl,  shall  be  notified  to  the  printer  by  the  Executive. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  -agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stephens  Thomson  Mason  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  direct- 
ing the  sale  ot certain  public  lands;"  and  the  same  being  read. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  b}'  Mr.  Lee: 

JIr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  lor  admitting  certain  persons  to  the  rights  of  citizeu- 
shi'i;"  and  "to  repeal  a  former  act,  and  enable  the  court  of  Botetourt  to  levy  certain  arrears  of  salary  due  to  the 
Reverend  Adam  Smyth,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then 
he  withdre\\-. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  M 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House  and  adhered  to 
by  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution  respecting  Mayo  Carrington  and  Samuel  Jones;   and  the  same  being  read. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  regulate  elections,  and  enforce  the  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly;"  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Henderson  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

And  the  question  being  put,  that  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  ihe  bill  be  rejected. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  nrt,  fnr  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or 
taken  for  public  service;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  a  blank  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be.  "an  act,  to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act 
for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jones  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
tif  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  White  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commoinvealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
•f  the  Commonwealth. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  several  acts,  for  regulating  public  ferries ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  a  blank 
Tuercin  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  the  several  acts,  for  regulating  public 
ferries." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jones  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  William  Hume,  praying  that  compensation  may  be  made  him  bj'  the  public,  in 
con  fideration  of  a  wound  which  he  received  in  the  year  1781,  near  Williamsburg,  whilst  serving  in  the  militia  ordered 
from  the  county  of  Fauquier,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  half  pay  of  a  soldier  for 
three  years,  to  commence  from  the  10th  day  of  April  1781. 

And  the  said  re.jolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickett  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "to 
•tmend  the  several  acts,  concerning  marriages;"  "for  the  election  of  overseers  of  the  poor;"  and  "to  subject  the  lands 
of  delinquent  sherili's  to  execution,"  being  read; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  oft"  till  the  25th  day  of  March  next. 

Mr.  Henderson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  establishing  a  town  on  the  land  of  Francis  Conway,  in 
the  county  of  King  George;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time:  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the 
bill  be  read  a  second  time  : 

¥  3 
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Ordered,  That  tlie  further  consideration  of  the  said  bill  be  postponed  until  the  25th  day  of  March  uext. 
Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions  to  ihem  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Francis  Tomkies,  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
years  1780  and  1781,  he  acted  as  a  commissioner  of  the  specific  tax  in  the  county  of  Gloucester ;  that  for  his  services 
durin"-  the  first  year,  and  for  monies  expended  in  transporting  provisions,  he  was  allowed  by  the  court  of  the  said  county 
a  suni^in  paper  currency,  which,  when  reduced  agreeable  to  the  scale  of  depreciation,  is  by  no  means  adequate  to  them  ; 
and  praying  that  a  further  allowance  may  be  made  him  ;  and  also,  that  he  may  receive  payment  of  the  specie  allov^ance 
granted" him  for  the  year  1781,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  ojrinionof  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Scott,  setting  forth,  that  he  acted  as  a 
commissioner  of  the  specific  tax  for  the  county  of  Amherst,  and  upon  a  settlement  of  his  accounts  there  remained  in 
his  hands  a  considerable  sum  of  paper  currencj',  the  property  of  the  public;  that  the  same  has  been  repeatedly  ten- 
dered to  the  treasurer,  who  refused  to  receive  it ;  and  praying  that  he  may  now  be  permitted  to  pay  the  same  into  the 
treasury;  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Alexander  M'Roberts,  setting  forth,  that  in 
the  year  1781,  he  acted  as  a  commissary  of  military  stores  to  the  army  under  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  whilst 
^acting  in  that  capacity,  lie  made  considerable  advances  of  money  for  the  public  service;  and  praying  that  the  same 
may  be  reimbursed  him,  and  that  he  may  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  to  his  pay  with  others  of  the  stafl"  department, 
is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  ought  to  settle  the  petitioner's  accounts,  and  grant  him  warrants 
accordingly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  James  Kemp  and  Granville 
Smith,  as  prays  that  they  may  be  covered  from  a  suit  at  law  commenced  against  them  in  the  General  Court  by  a  cer- 
tain John  Hague,  for  the  payment  of  twelve  month's  house  rent  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  which  was  appropriated  to 
their  use  for  an  office  as  assistant  quarter-master's  in  the  service  of  this  State  in  the  year  1781,  amounting  to  4,500 
pounds  tobacco,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  the  same,  together  with  the  costs  of  the  said  suit,  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  trea- 
surer out  of  any  unappropriated  money  in  his  hands. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  they 
may  be  relieved  from  sundry  other  contracts  which  they  made  whilst  they  were  assistant  quarter-masters  under  Colonel 
Porterfield,  be  rejected. 

The  1st,  2nd,  od,  4th  and  6th  resnbitions  werp  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  5th  resolution  was  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  third  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  Duncan  Rose,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  reso- 
lution thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followoth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  iu  the  month  of  April  of  the  year  1781,  there  was  a  debt  due  to  the  petitioner 
from  the  public  in  tobacco ;  that  there  being  no  tobacco  at  that  time  in  the  treasury,  the  petitioner  received  two  audi- 
tor's warrants  for  21,680/.  4s.  paper  money,  which  would  at  that  time  have  purchased  the  quantity  of  28,906  2-3 
pounds  of  tobacco  at  75/.  per  hundred. 

It  farther  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioner  made  repeated  applications  at  the  treasury  for  payment  of 

the  said  warrants ;  but  from  the  confusion  which  the  State  was  in  from  the  invasion  of  the  enemy,  the  same  were  never  paid. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Duncan  Rose,  praying  that  the 

said  warrants  may  be  cancelled,  and  that  other  warrants  may  b'^  granted  him,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner 

ought  to  Ije  allowed  the  sum  of  216/.  1 6.5.  with  interest  thereon  from  the  date  of  the  warrants. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration,  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  amended  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Francis  Smyth,  praylyig  relief  from  a  judg- 
ment recovered  against  him  by  the  solicitor  in  the  General  Court,  for  a  sum  of  money  wliich  he  received  in  the  year 
1778,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  men,  and  wiiich  he  deposited  in  the  Loan  OHice,  because  the  auditors  would  not 
settle  his  accounts  and  make  him  an  allowance  agreeable  to  his  recruiting  instructions,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  tiie  petition  of  William  Hill,  praying  relief  in  considera- 
tion of  the  loss  of  his  right  arm  whilst  serving  as  a  volunteer  in  a  corps  commanded  by  Captain  Amos  Weeks  from 
the  county  of  Princess  Anne,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  half  pay  for  his  present  relief 
from  the  time  lie  was  wounded,  to  the  8th  instant;  and  also,  that  he  ougiu  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Hinds,  praying  that  he  may  be  put 
on  tlie  litit  of  pensioners  in  consideration  of  a  wound  which  he  received  in  his  right  arm,  and  which  has  deprived  him 
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of"  the  use  of  it  whilst  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  militia,  ordered  out  from  the  count>  of  Kentucky  against  the  iionhen; 
Indians,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Walter  Hopkins,  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
year  1777,  he  was  employed  by  William  Finnie,  late  deputy  quarter-master  of  this  State,  to  go  to  Charlestown  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  whilst  he  was  engaged  in  that  business,  he  was  at  consi- 
derable trouble,  and  incurred  considerable  expense ;  and  praying  that  compensation  may  be  made  him  by  the  public 
for  the  same,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Ball,  setting  forth,  that  he  purchased 
two  treasurer's  certificates  for  one  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco  each,  which  were  granted  to  two  soldiers  by  the  names 
of  Charles  King  and  Samuel  Brown,  for  their  bounties ;  that  he  has  by  accident  lost  the  said  certificates,  and  praying 
relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  two  other  certificates  ought  to  be  issued  in  favor  of  tlie  petitioner  for  lOl.  each,  upon  his 
giving  bond  to  indemnify  the  State  against  those  which  he  has  lost. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  2nd,  3d  and  5th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  con- 
currence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  sherifls  of  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Fauquier,  are  hereby  empowered  and  allowed  to  pay 
into  the  public  treasury  any  money,  tobacco,  civil  list  or  interest  warrants  by  them  collected,  to  be  applied  towards 
discharging  the  judgments  obtained  against  them  in  the  General  Court;  upon  making  oath  that  the  same  was  bona 
fide  received  by  them  in  discharge  of  taxes,  before  the  1st  of  August  last,  and  that  they  be  exonerated  from  the  ten 
per  cent,  interest. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  tlie  petition  of  William  Nelson,  to  tiiem  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report, 
and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  William  Nelson  served  two  years  in  the  continental  army,  in  the  ranks 
of  major  and  lieutenant  colonel ;  that  he  was  in  an  ill  state  of  health  at  the  time  of  his  resignation ;  that  the  said  Wil- 
liam Nelson  commanded  a  regiment  of  militia,  in  four  diflerent  invasions  of  this  State  by  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  William  Nelson,  praying  that  he 
may  be  allowed  the  same  bounty  in  lands,  as  is  given  by  law  to  lieutenant  colonels  serving  three  years  in  the  conti- 
nental army,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  Nicholas  Payne,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  dehvered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Nicholas  Payne,  praying  that  com- 
pensation may  be  made  him  by  the  public  for  his  services  whilst  employed  as  a  commissioner  for  the  county  of  Spott- 
sylvania,  under  the  appointment  of  John  Brown,  late  commissary  general  of  this  State,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the 
petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  40Z.  8s.  lOd.  for  the  same,  with  interest  thereon,  until  paid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Tlie  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  allowing  a  sum  of  money  to 
William  Shepherd,  executor  of  Robert  Huggins;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas,  it  appears  that  the  sherifi"  of  the  county  of  Dinwiddie,  did  make  application  to  the  auditors  before  the 
ist  day  of  August  last,  to  settle  his  account  for  the  balance  due  on  the  taxes  of  the  said  county,  and  offered  payment 
in  cash  and  civil  list  warrants  to  the  full  amount  of  what  appeared  to  be  due;  but  that  the  auditors  refused  to  make 
such  settlement  and  receive  the  money  and  warrants  so  offered,  because  the  said  sheriff  could  not  make  oath  that  he 
had  actually  received  the  same  from  the  people  in  discharge  of  their  taxes; 

Resolved,  That  the  sheriff  of  the  said  county  of  Dinwiddie,  ought  to  be  permitted  to  pay  in  the  money  and  civil 
list  warrants  so  by  him  offered  in  payment  of  the  taxes  of  the  said  county,  and  that  the  ten  per  centum  on  the  judg- 
ment entered  against  him,  be  remitted. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  James  Markhara,  late  a  captain  in  the  naval  service  of  this  State,  did,  in  the  years  1779  and  1780,  re- 
ceive from  the  public  treasury  the  sum  of  5,007/.  paper  money,  to  be  disbursed  by  him  on  public  account:  And 
whereas,  the  said  James  Markham  was  taken  a  prisoner  by  the  British,  whilst  in  possession  of  the  vouchers  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  said  sum  of  money,  ■>  !iirh  were  taken  from  him  and  destroyed,  whereby  he  has  been  prevented  from 
setiluig  his  accounts  and  obtaining  a  quietus  from  the  auditors ; 
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Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  auditors  of  puhlic  accounts  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  grant  to  the  said 
James  Rlarkham,  a  quietus  for  the  said  sum  of  5,007/.  and  give  him  a  credit  in  their  books  for  the  same;  and  also, 
that  they  be  directed  to  adjust  and  settle  his  accounts  against  this  State  for  his  depreciation  of  pay  and  other  emolu- 
ments whilst  in  service,  and  grant  him  certificates  for  such  balance  as  shall  appear  due. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  i^Jad  a  second  time  was,  on  tlie  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  during  the  remainder  of  the  present  session  it  be  a  standing  order  of  the  House,  that  immediately 
after  prayers  the  names  of  the  members  be  called  over. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  16th  instant,  directing  that  wlien  tliis  House  adjourns  on  Saturday  next  it 
will  adjourn  to  the  last  day  of  March  next,  be  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thruston  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  20,   178.3. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henrico;  John  Pol- 
lard one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  George;  and  Edmund  Ruffin,  jun.  one  of  the  members  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Prince  George,  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  ab- 
sence when  this  House  was  called  over  on  Thursday  last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  John  Pollard  and  Edmund  Ruffin,  jun.  be  admitted  to  their  seats, 
without  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  on  the  western  waters ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  on  the 
western  waters,  and  at  Gibson's  in  the  county  of  King  George." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jones  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Edmundson  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  examined  several  others,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Edmundson  do  carry  the  bills  to  the  Senate  for  their  inspection. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  Walker 
Daniel,  Esq.  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  thereon. 

Mr.  Underwood  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  letter  from  Monsieur  Cabarras,  vice-consul  of  France  in  this  State,  to  them  referred, 
•mA  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  wlfich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  tlie  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  two  sailors,  Americans  by  birth,  shipped  themselves  on  board  a  French  vessel, 
bound  from  France  to  Virginia;  that  tliey  stipulated  to  navigate  the  said  vessel  as  mariners  on  her  voyage  to  this 
State;  that  being  now  in  Virginia  they  refuse  to  complj'  with  their  engagement  by  returning. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  matter  stated  in  the  said  letter  is  properly  cognizable 
before  the  courts  of  judicature;  and  that  the  party  praying  relief  may  have  iiis  remedy  at  law. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions: 

It  appearing  to  this  Assembly,  that  Mayo  Carringtoii  and  Samuel  Jones,  in  the  execution  of  tlicir  commission 
under  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  will  be  liable  on  the  15th  day  of  February  next,  for  clerk's  wages 
and  other  necessary  expenses,  exclusive  of  house  rent  and  the  printer's  charge  for  striking  blanks,  in  the  sum  of 
319/.  lis. 

It  further  appearing  that  warrants  on  the  treasurer  have  been  issued  as  well  from  the  ofiice  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners as  from  that  of  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  for  claims  for  property  chargeable  in  the  department  of  the 
continental  quarter-master  general;  and  that  many  such  claims  still  remain,  for  which  warrants  have  not  been  issued; 
and  that  charges  have  by  some  counties  been  admitted  on  duplicate  receipts,  whereby  the  public  may  be  twice 
charged. 

It  further  appearing  that  there  are  many  entries  in  the  return  of  the  county  courts,  for  which  vouchers  have  not 
appeared,  and  are  supposed  still  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  people  ;  that  certificates  or  vouchers  are  filed,  which 
appear  to  have  been  allowed  by  the  courts,  but  are  not  entered  upon  the  returns ;  and  that  claims  for  articles  famished 
continental  oflicers  in  the  years  1782  and  1783,  have  been  returned,  which  are  properly  chargeable  to  those  officers 
only,  and  will  not  be  admitted  into  the  continental  account. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  the  siiid  Mayo  Carrington  and  Samiu'l  Jones,  jir.aj'ing  a  furtiier  allowance,  is  rea- 
sonable; and  that  they  be  allowed  the  further  sum  of  319/.  17s.  I  l-2(/.  to  be  paid,  as  by  law  tiie  tiieir  former  allowance 
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35  directed;  and  that  the  said  commissioners  be  anthoi-ised  to  continue  in  the  discharg:e  of  their  duty  'iniil  the  ISth  day 
of  February  next,  unless  the  business  with  which  they  are  chareed  shall  be  sooner  tinisiied. 

Resolved,  That  no  rent  be  charged  to  the  said  commissioners;  but  that  the  same  be  paid  by  the  public. 

Resolved,  That  the  money  charged  by  Mr.  Hayes  for  printing  blanks,  shall  not  be  paid,  it  being  his  duty  as  pub- 
lic printer,  to  print  for  the  officers  the  necessary  blanks. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  do  continue  to  issue  their  warrants  for  claims,  although  the  same  may  ap- 
pear to  be  properly  wiihin  the  department  of  the  continental  quarter-master  general,  being  careful,  that  not  more  than 
one  be  issued  for  the  same  service;  and  that  they  make  out  an  exact  statement  of  all  such  claims,  and  transmit  the 
same  to  the  proper  continental  officer  without  delay,  that  no  claim  from  that  department  may  be  admitted  on  the  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts  for  such  articles  or  services,  but  the  same  may  go  to  the  credit  of  this  State  with  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  no  warrants  be  issued  by  the  said  commissioners,  unless  vouchers  approved  by  the  county  courts,  it 
shall  be  produced  to  them  ;  but  where  vouchers  appear,  warrants  shall  issue,  although  the  same  may  not  have  been  en-  » 
tered  in  the  return  from  the  respective  county  courts. 

Resolved,  That  warrants  shall  not  issue  for  articles  furnished  continental  officers  in  the  years  1782  and  1783,  the 
same  being  accountable  only  with  the  continental  quarter-master  general,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  do  make  out  a  list  of  all  claims,  for  which  no  warrants  have  been  issued 
from  their  office ;  and  transmit  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  several  county  court  clerks,  who  shall  cause  a  copj'  thereof  to 
be  fixed  up  in  the  courthouse  of  their  county,  for  the  inspection  of  the  people. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  many  inconveniences  have  resulted  from  the  delay  in  publishing  the  laws,  and  a  speedy  promulgation 
of  them  is  absolutely  necessaiy,  for  the  relief  of  those  who  are  entrusted  w  ith  the  execution  of  them  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  public  printer  be  directed  to  have  the  laws,  passed  at  every  session  of  the  General  Assembly, 
printed  and  published  within  thirty  days  after  the  rising  thereof;  and  in  case  they  should  not  be  done  within  the  timt* 
before  mentioned,  the  Governor  with  advice  of  the  Council,  is  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  appoint  any  other 
person  to  the  office  of  public  printer,  who  shall  execute  the  office,  and  have  the  salary'  allowed  to  the  present  public 
printer  for  his  said  services. 

And  the  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  this  daj,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  naval  officer  ^rig 
for  the  district  of  Elizabeth  river,  in  the  room  of  John  King,  Esq.  deceased. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edraundson  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  allowances  be  made  to  the  officers  of  the  General  Assembly,  for  their  services  dur- 
ing the  present  session : 

To  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Blagrove,  at  the  rate  of  -  -  -  j£  10         per  week. 

To  Mr.  John  Beckley,  clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  -  -  35         per  week. 

To  Mr.  William  Drew,  clerk  of  the  Senate,  -  -  -  17   10  per  week. 

To  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton,  clerk  of  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections  and 

Propositions  and  Grievances,  -  -  -  -  15  per  week. 

To  Mr.  Adam  Craig,  clerk  of  the  committees  for  Religion,  Courts  of  Justice  and  of 

Claims,  -  -  -  -  -  12         per  week. 

To  Mr.  Charles  Hay,  clerk  of  the  committee  of  Commerce,  -  -  7         per  week. 

To  Mr.  Freeman  Eppes,  sergeant  at  arms  to  the  House  of  Delegates,  -  10         per  week. 

To  Mr.  William  Pierce,  sergeant  at  arms  to  the  Senate,  -  -  10         per  week. 

To  the  representatives  of  John  Creagh,  for  his  services  as  door-keeper  to  the  House  of 

Delegates,  -  -  -  -  30 

To  William  Drinkard,  Daniel  Hicks  and  John  Hicks,  door-keepers  to  the  House  of  De- 

ley:ates,  each  -  -  -  -  4  10  per  week. 

To  William  Drinkard,  jun.  door-keeper  to  the  House  of  Delegates,  from  the  day  of  his 

election,  -  ...  410  per  week. 

To  William  Hicks  and  Thomas  Paul,  door-keepers  to  the  Senate,  each  -  4  10  per  week. 

To  Elizabeth  Jones,  for  taking  care  of  and  keeping  clean  the  Assembly  House,  -  10 

To  Zenas  Tate,  as  keeper  of  the  public  buildings,  -  -  10      per  annum. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  ^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  nominate  persons  proper  to  be  ballotted  for  as  a  naval  officer,  for  the  district  of  Eliza-    ^ 
beth  river,  in  the  room  of  John  King,  Esq.  deceased. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  a  list  of  the  persons  so  nominated  to  the  Senate. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 
Z  3     , 
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Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  to  Daniel  Clarke,  the  sum  of  2,596/.  Is.  witli  the  interest  which 
shall  be  due  thereon,  being  the  amount  of  two  of  the  bills  drawn  by  the  said  Clarke  on  the  Executive,  and  accepted 
by  the  Governor  and  Council,  on  the  2d  day  of  December  1782,  out  of  that  part  of  the  money  arising  from  the  taxes 
of  the  year  1782,  which  was  set  apart  for  the  debts  of  the  State  agent,  when  the  same  shall  come  into  his  hands. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Christian: 
;  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  liave  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  ascertain  the  mode  of  obtaining  grants  to  certain  lands 

on  the  western  waters,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he 
withdrew. 
'  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Clendinnen  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  two  resolutions,  respecting  certain  sheriffs,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  within  this  Common- 
wealth, against  whom  judgments  have  been  obtained  in  the  General  Court,  for  their  deficiency  of  the  public  taxes, 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  allowed  to  pay  into  the  public  treasury  any  money,  tobacco,  civil  hst 
or  interest  warrants,  by  them  actually  received  or  collected  in  discharge  of  taxes,  on  or  before  the  last  daj'  of  August, 
in  the  present  year,  towards  discharging  such  judgments. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  all  civil  list  warrants  and  interest  warrants,  due  upon  mili- 
tary certificates,  ought  hereafter  to  be  received  by  the  treasurer  from  the  sherifls  of  the  several  counties  within  this 
Commonwealth,  in  discharge  of  the  several  taxes  imposed  by  the  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  an  act,  to  amend  and 
reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  re- 
venue, into  one  act,"  without  such  sherifls  making  oath  that  such  warrants  have  been  bona  fide  received  by  them  in 
discharge  of  such  taxes. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson : 
»         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  allowing  William  Nelson  a  bounty  in  lands. 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  appropriating  the  public  revenue;"  and 
that  Mr.  Henderson  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Henderson  presented,  acccording  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  tiie  act,  '  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue  ;" 
md  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordei'ed  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  appropriating  the  public  revenue;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  immediately. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  wiiole  House  upon  the  said  hill;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  White  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der had  the  said  bill  under  tlieir  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

And  the  question  being  put,  that  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  tlie  third  time, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  li-om  the  committee  of  Claims,  tliat  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  account  of  Messrs.   Nicolson   and  Prentis,  to  them   referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution; 
thereupon,  wiiich  he  read  in  his  jilace,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  . 
road,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  account  of  Messrs.  Nicolson  and  Prentis,  for  printing  j 
the  Journals  and  resolutions  of  the  Senate,  amounting  to  84/.  19.v.  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  of  public  ac- 
counts ought  to  issue  their  warrants  for  the  same,  to  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  the  warrants  for  the  salary  of  th^ 
public  jjrinter. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Christian: 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Sejiate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  surveying  and  apportioning  the  lands  granted  to  tin 
Illinois  regiment,  and  establislfmg  a  town  within  the  said  grant,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  th^ 
concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Onlcrrd,  Thai  Mr.  Thruston  do  acqn  lint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  folloiving  resolution: 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  be,  and  they  are  hereby  anthoriscd  to  retain  the  additional  clerks 
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in  their  office,  until  the  next  session  of  Assembly,  if  in  their  opinion,  the  public  business  shall  so  long  require  their 
services;  and  that  they  be  also  empowered  to  employ  a  person  to  execute  the  menial  duties  in  the  office  until  the  nieet^ 
ing  of  the  next  Assembly,  witli  an  allowance  of  two  pounds  per  month,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  upon  the  auditor's 
warrants  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  officers  of  civil  government. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  no  one  to  add  to  the  list  of  persons  nominated  by  this  House,  to  be  ballotted 
for  as  a  naval  officer,  in  the  room  of  John  King,  Esq   deceased.      And  then  he  withdrew.  W 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  George  Booth  and  VViliiam  Du-Val,  inspectors  at  Portopotank  warehouses,  to  them 
referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  tliereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's    to 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth :  ^ 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  George  Booth  and  William  Du-Val, 
setting  forth,  that  being  unacquainted  with  the  tobacco  laws  in  the  year  1781,  they  failed  to  apply  in  time  for 
their  salaries,  in  consequence  of  which  tlie  auditors  have  refused  to  make  them  any  allowance,  and  praying  relief,  is  ' 
reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  ought  to  settle  the  petitioners'  accounts,  and  grant  them  warrants 
for  their  salaries  due  for  the  year  1781,  agreeable  to  an  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  October  1780,  entitled  "an  act, 
to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  respecting  the  inspection  of  tobacco." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjusting  if 
claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service."     And  then  he  withdrew.  ^ 

The  House  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  naval  officer  for  the  district  of  Elizabeth 
river,  in  tiie  room  of  John  King,  Esq.  deceased;  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  name  of  the  per-^ 
son  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.   Ronald,   Cabell,   Southall,   Edmundson,  ^ 
Wrav  and  Roane,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and 
jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  a  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew ;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  the  committee^ 
had,  according  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined 
the  ballot  boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Josiah  Parker,  Esq.  •»* 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Elhey: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "to  authorise  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  tojf 
convey  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  all  the  right  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  territory  northwest-^ 
ward  of  the  river  Ohio ;"  "  and  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled   '  an  act,  to  give  further  time  for  the  probation  of  deeds  and 
other  instruments  of  writing,  and  for  other  purposes."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "to  revive  and  continue  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  forlt 
suspending  tiie  issuing  of  executions  upon  certain  judgments  until  December  1783;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  for 
regulating  public  ferries,"  widi  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House ;  and  "  to 
amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  pilots,  and  regulating  their  fees,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  vvithdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  an  act,  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  'to  make  provi-J| 
sion  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  idiots,  lunatics  and  persons  of  unsound  minds,"  the  treasurer  is  empowered  P 
and  required  to  pay  annually  (for  the  support  of  the  hospital,  which  was  erected  for  the  reception  of  the  aforesaid  des- 
cription of  persons,)  out  of  the  treasury  such  sums  of  money  as  should  be  by  law  appropriated  for  the  uses  described 
in  the  said  recited  act;  but  the  want  of  appropriating  any  sum  or  fund  to  the  said  purposes  hath  prevented  the  goocyg 
effects  of  the  said  act. 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds,  out  of  the  civil  list  fund,  be  appropriated  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  said  act,  under  the  order  of  the  Executive,  upon  the  auditor's  warrants  for  tiie  same. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  William  Nelson  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  ?\Ionday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  22,   1783. 


A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resoliic'l,  Thai  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  to  each  of  the  members  and  officers  of  the  (ipneral  Assembly, 
the  sum  of  six  shillings  per  day,  in  part  of  (heir  wages  and  attendance  on  the  present  session,  out  oi  the  lund  appropri- 
ated to  the  civil  hst ;  and  also,  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  said  members. 
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And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House, 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Thruston  do  carry  the  resokuion  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolred,  That  the  treasurer  pay  Zenas  Tate,  out  of  the  money  appropriated  to  the  civil  list,  21.  8s.  9d.  the 
amount  of  his  account  for  repairs  done  to  the  capitol. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  establishling 
Jf  pilots  and  regulating  their  fees ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,,  That  Mr.  Jones  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts,  for  fe- 
ll gulating  public  ferries;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jones  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  making  the  allowances  to  the  officers  of  the  Ge- 

'  neral  Assembly  ;  directing  the  public  printer  to  furnish  a  certain  number  of  the  acts  of  each  session  of  Assembly  for 

every  county ;  and  allowing  John  Peyton  to  discharge  part  of  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  by  the  public  in  com- 

mutables;  witii  several  amendments  to  each  of  the  said  resolutions;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  allowing  John  Peyton  to  dis- 
charge part  of  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  by  the  public  in  commutables;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  amended 
jftand  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Smith  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  directing  the  auditors  to  settle 
^|tlie  depreciation  of  the  pay  of  William  Rickman,  deceased,  and  issue  certificates  for  the  same;  and  the  same  being  read. 
"  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 
"•        Resolved,  That  the  land  warrat>ts  for  military  bounties  that  have  heretofore  been  issued,  be  delivered  to  the  prin- 
cipal surveyors;  and  tiiat  the  register  of  the  Land  Office  be  directed  not  to  take  in  any  that  have  already  or  shall 
^'  hereafter  issue,  and  give  out  new  ones  in  exchange. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  the  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
1».  Ordered,  That  j\Ir.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  until  the  General  Assembly  shall  take  further  order  therein,  no  treasury  land  warrants  shall  be 
issued,  and  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  the  treasurer  and  the  register  of  the  Land  Office,  are  hereby  directed  to 
conform  themselves  accordingly. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  tiie  House. 

Ordered,  That  Jlr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Edmundson  reported,  from  the  <;ommittee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmundson  do  carr}  the  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  examination. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  directing  the  public  printer  to 
g^furnish  a  certain  number  of  the  acts  of  each  session  of  Assembly,  for  every  county;  and  the  same  being  read,  were 
'  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Rlr.  Stephens  Thomson  Mason  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  for  making  the  allowances  to 
|Pthe  officers  of  tiie  General  Assembly;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  Ibllowing  resolutions: 

Whereas,  the  General  Assembly  have  thought  fit  in  divers  instances,  to  grant  by  resolutions,  certain  bounties  of 
land  to  various  persons,  as  well  for  military  as  other  extraordinary  services  rendered  the  public,  and  who  were  not  pro- 
vided for  by  law,  but  have  not  assigned  any  particular  part  or  tract  of  country,  \\  itliin  which  such  bounties  may  be 
made  good,  and  it  is  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  faith,  that  a  certain  portion  of  land  should  be  reserv- 
ed and  set  apart  for  the  aforesaid  purposes  ; 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  all  liic  surplus  lands  within  the  territory,  laid  off  by  law  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  on 
continental  and  State  establishments,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Ohio,  wiiich  may  be  left  after  such  officers  and  soldiers 
shall  have  surveyed  their  several  portions,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  set  apart  and  reserved,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  good  all  such  boinilics  before  meniioued,  and  no  part  of  such  surplus  shall  be  subject  to  any  person's  entry, 
location  or  survey  whatsoever,  until  the  aforesaid  bounties  shall  be  first  satisfied  and  made  good. 

Resolved,  That  so  soon  as  tire  several  portions  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  surveyed,  the  several  survey- 
ors shall  have  full  power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  survey  the  surplus,  lor  the  persons  to  whom  bounties  as 
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before  mentioned,  have  been  granted,  upon  the  same  terms  that  are  specified  in  tlie  law  for  survei^ing  the  lauds  given  bv 
law  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State  establishments;  and  the  Governor  and  (louncil  shall  continue,  if, 
necessary,  the  same  number  of  men  in  service,  for  the  protection  and  safety  of  tlie  persons  employed  in  this  business, 
until  it  is  fulfilled. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  ^^ 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  :  99 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  Governor,  be  requested  to  write  to  the  Governor  of  New  Orleans,  informing 
him  that  a  bill  drawn  by  a  Col.  John  Todd  for  thirty  thousand  dollars,  in  favor  of  Elie  Toutant  Beauregard,  has  been 
presented  for  payment;  and  upon  a  fair  and  full  investigation  of  his  claim,  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  nine  thousand 
dollars  only,  is  due  to  the  said  Beauregard,  which  sum,  with  interest,  the  State  is  willing  to  pay  him  as  soon  as  possible,    ^ 
and  to  put  his  claim  on  as  good  funds  as  any  the  State  have ;  and  that  the  treasurer  or  JExecutive,  or  on  whomsoever  thf     ~ 
SEid  bills  are  drawn,  be  directed  to  give  this  resolution  in  answer,  in  case  of  a  protest. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  ^ 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Amherst,  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  petition,  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Bailey : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  putting  William  Hinds  on  the  list  of  pensioners  ;  tJ*' 
for  issuing  certificates  to  John  Ball ;  respecting  Savary  de  Valcoulon,  agent  for  Messrs.  Coulougnac  and  Company ; 
directing  the  auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Alexander  M'Roberts ;  for  allowing  a  bounty  of  land  to  James  Innes ; 
for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  Duncan  Rose;  directing  the  auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  of  James  I\larkham ;  for 
allowing  a  gratuity  in  land  to  Charles  Campbell,  son  of  General  Campbell,  deceased  ;  for  making  compensation  to 
William  Hume,  for  wounds  received  whilst  serving  in  the  militia ;  respecting  Mayo  Carrington  and  Samuel  Jones ; 
allowing  the  auditors  to  retain  their  assistant  clerks;  directing  the  auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  and  grant  warrants, 
for  the  salaries  of  George  Booth  and  William  Du-Val;  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  Messrs.  Nicolson  and  Prentis; 
for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  Daniel  Clarke;  directing  the  public  printer  to  publish  the  laws  of  each  session  of  As- 
sembly,  within  thirty  days  after  the  rising  thereof;  permitting  the  sherift'  of  Albemarle,  to  pay  commutables  and  war-  ^ 
rants  into  the  treasury ;  for  putting  William  Hill  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  with  an  allowance  of  half  pay  for  his  pre- 
sent relief;  respecting  the  claim  of  Elie  Toutant  Beauregard ;  and  allowing  the  sherifl"  of  Powhatan  to  pay  warrants, 
in  discharge  of  a  judgment  obtained  against  him,  and  for  remitting,  the  ten  per  centum  damages  on  the  said  judgment. 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  i.ie  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution:  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  two  tenths  of  the  revenue,  arising  from  the  tax  on  free  male  titheables,  and  all  taxable  pro-     " 
perty  included  in  the  revenue  law,  which  by  the  appropriation  act  of  the  last  session,  was  directed  to  be  reserved  in 
the  treasury,  subject  to  the  future  direction  of  the  General  Assembly,  shall  be  applied  as  follows : 

For  payments  of  the  claim  of  Charles  Gratiot,  amounting  to  1,463/.  I4s.  Of/,  with  interest  from  the  1st  day  of 
January  1783;  for  the  claim  of  the  said  Gratiot,  attorney  for  Godfrey  Linetot,  amounting  to  1,070/.  5s.  with  interest 
from  the  30th  of  June  1783;  for  the  claim  of  the  said  Gratiot,  attorney  for  Nicholas  Janis  and  Vital  Beauvois, 
amounting  to  525/.  185.  with  interest  from  the  said  30th  of  June  1783;  for  the  claim  of  Francis  Bossoron,  amount- 
ing on  his  own  account  to  1,039/.  iGs. ;  and  on  account  of  Bossoron  and  Company,  for  3,894/.  lOs.  Of/,  with  interest 
on  both  sums  from  the  2Sth  of  June  1781  ;  for  the  claim  of  Philip  Legrass,  for  582/.  18s.  with  interest  from  the  said 
28th  of  June  1781  ;  and  for  the  claim  of  Francis  Carbonneau,  for  801/.  18s.  with  interest  from  the  said  28th  of  June 
1781 ;  after  payment  shall  be  made  (out  of  the  said  two  tenths)  the  sum  of  2,000/.  to  Thomas  Bentley,  agreeable  ^ 
to  a  resolution  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly;  and  that  where  warrants  for  the  same  have  not  already  issued,  the 
auditors  do  issue  their  warrants  for  the  same  accordingly. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  tliereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Underwood  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  take  order  for  transmitting  and  circulating  among  the     Af 
nations  in  Europe,  having  commercial  intercourse  with  this  country,  the  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  an  act,  for  the      ' 
admission  of  emigrants,  and  declaring  their  rights  to  citizenship." 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  transmit  to  the  E.xecutive  authority  of  the  respective  States,  the  act,  "to  authorise 

the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  adopt  certain  regulations  respecting  the  British  trade,  and  request  their 

immediate  attention  thereto,  and  the  adoption  of  similar  measures;"  that  he  also  transmit  to  the  deltgaies  of  this  State 

to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  said  act ;  and  also  the  acts,  "  empowering  Congress  to  levy  an  im- 
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post ;"  and  "  empowering  the  delegates  of  this  State  to  convey  to  Congress  the  claim  of  this  State  to  the  territory 
norlhwest«aru  ol'ilie  nvcr  Ohio." 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  iiave  apreed  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House,  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  tlie  resolution,  permitting  John  Peyton  to  dischartre  part  of  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  by  the  pub- 
lic, in  comniutabies ;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  on  the  western  waters, 
and  at  Gibson's  in  the  county  of  King  George,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jones  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  ihe  Senate  by  Mr.  Christian: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  Zenas  Tate  ;  direct- 

Hng  the  treasurer  to  pay  a  proportion  of  their  wages  to  each  member  and  officer  of  the  General  Assembly;  respecting 

lands  granted  as  bounties  by  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly,  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the 

concurrence  of  this  House;  and  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  treasury  land  warrants,  with  several  amendments,  to  which 

they  also  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  do  lay  before  the  next  session  of  Assembly,  on  the  1st  dajf  of 
their  meeting,  a  list  of  all  warrants  issued  out  of  his  office  upon  treasury  warrants  and  pre-emption  rights,  also,  as 
>* military  bounties  for  waste  and  unappropriated  lands,  distinguishing  the  same  and  specifying  the  quantity  of  land 
contained  in  each  warrant,  the  time  when  and  to  whom  issued,  and  also  what  patents  have  been  obtained  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  or  by  virtue  of  old  entries,  commissioner's  certificates  or  otherwise ;  observing  however,  to  sum  up 
separately  the  amount  of  all  the  warrants  issued,  and  patents  granted,  since  the  first  day  of  January  1782. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  to  prevent  the  issuing  treasury 
land  warrants  ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  acquaint  the  Senate  there\yith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  requesting  the  Governor  to  write  to  the  Governor 
of  New  Orleans,  respecting  the  claim  of  Elie  Toutant  Beauregard  against  this  State;  directing  the  warrants  for  mil; 
lary  bounties  to  be  delivered  to  the  principal  surveyors,  and  the  register  not  to  take  in  those  already  issued,  and  giv 
others  in  exchange;  and  directing  the  treasurer  to  pay  a  sura  of  money  for  the  support  of  the  lunatic  hospital.     And 
then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Christian : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  directing  the  Governor  to  circulate  amongst  the 
nations  in  Europe,  the  act,  "for  the  admission  of  emigrants  into  this  State;"  for  paying  Charles  Gratiot,  Francis  BoS' 
aoron,  Philip  Legrass,  Francis  Carbonneaux  and  Thomas  Bentley,  a  sum  of  money;  and  directing  the  Governor  to 
transmit  to  the  Executive  power  of  the  different  States,  the  act  respecting  tlie  British  trade.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  respecting  the  lands  granted 
as  bounties  by  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  resolution,  to  pre- 
vent the  issuing  treasury  land  warrants.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read, 

Resohed,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  Amendments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Christian : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  insist  on  iheir  amendments  disagreed  to  by  tliis  House,  to  the  resolution,  respecting 
the  lands  granted  as  bounties  by  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read, 

Hcsolvcd,  That  this  House  doth  n-ccdo  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amcndnients. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  tlie  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  be  directed  not  to  issue  any  more  warrants,  for  the  half  pay  of  officers  of  the  StaK 
line,  until  (he  further  order  of  the  General  Assembly. 

And  the  said  resolution  beiny;  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Drury  Ragsdalc  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  n)adc, 

Resolved,  That  when  this  House  adjourns  this  day.  it  will  adjourn  to  the  last  day  of  March  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
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A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  directing  the  auditors  to  issue  no  more  warrants  fori 
half  pay  to  the  State  line.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Edniundson  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmundson  do  carry  the  bills  to  the  Senate  for  their  examination. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  then  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills  : 

fl?'[Herc  the  Clerk  omitted  recording  any  further  proceedings  of  this  session.'^ 


HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  VIRGINIA,- 
BEGUN  AND  HELD  IN  THE  CITY  OF  RICHMOND, 

Itn  tit  ddtntnl^  idf  i|)ttnirff iCi>  • 

0^  MOJ^BAY,  THE  THIRD  DAT  OF  MAT,  TJT  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  OJ^E 
THOUSAJ\D  SEVEJV  HUJVDRED  AJS'D  EIGHTY-FOUR. 


RICHMOND : 

I'inXTEf)  IJY  THOMAS  W.  WIIITB,  Ol'POSlTE  THE   UKLL.l'AVEKX 
1828. 


JOURNAL 


]ii®wiii  ®w  mmi!M(BATm'§^ 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY, 

BEGUJy  and  held  at  the  public  buildings  in  the  City  of  Richmond,  on  Monday,  the  third  day  of  May 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four, 

ON  which  day,  being  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  the  rtieeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  oaths  required  to 
be  taken  by  the  delegates  were  administered  by  the  Privy  Council  to  such  of  the  members  as  appeared,  after  which, 
they  repaired  to  their  seats  in  the  House  of  Delegates ; 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  May  4,  1784. 


The  House  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law, 
took  their  seats  in  the  House ; 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business. 
The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  May  5,  1734. 


The  House  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law, 
took  their  seats  in  the  House  ; 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 
The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  May  6,  1784. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law, 
took  their  seats  in  the  House ; 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 
The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  May  7,  1784. 


The  House  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law , 
took  their  seats  in  the  House; 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 
The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 
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SATURDAY,  May  8,  1784. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law, 
took  their  seats  in  the  House  ; 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 
The  House  adjourned  till  Monda}',  12  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  May  10,  1784. 


The  House  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law, 
took  t  !ir  seats  in  the  House  ; 

Jb»ui  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business. 
The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  May  11,   1784. 


The  House  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law, 
took  their  seats  in  the  House ; 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 
The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  May  12,  1784. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

OriUred,  That  Mr.  John  Beckley  be  appointed  clerk  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee,  a  delegate  tor  the  county  ot'  Westmoreland,  then  reminded  the  House  of  the  necessity  of  pro- 
ceeding to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  nominated  John  Tyler,  Esq.  a  delegate  for  the  county  of  Charles  City,  as  a 
person,  who,  in  the  discharge  of  that  oflice  heretofore,  had  given  undeniable  proof  of  his  ability  and  fitness  to  execute 
the  duties  of  that  important  station ;  he  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Strother,  a  delegate  for  the  county  of  Culpeper. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Tyler  was  elected  without  opposition,  and  conducted  to  the  chair,  from  whence  he  made  his 
acknowledgments  to  the  House  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  and  requested  their  attention  and  assistance  to  the 
preservation  of  order,  and  the  despatch  of  public  business. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Blagrove,  be  appointed  chaplain  to  this  House ;  and  that  he  attend  to  read 
prayers  in  the  House  every  morning,  at  the  time  appointed  by  a  standing  order  of  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Freeman  Eppes  be  appointed  sergeant  at  arms  to  this  House;  and  that  he  give  his  atten- 
dance accordingly. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  William  Drinkard,  Daniel  Hicks,  John  Hicks  and  William  Drinkard,  jun.  be  appointed  door- 
Keepers  to  this  House ;  and  that  they  give  their  attendance  accordingly. 

I  lie  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  several  matters  for  the  consideration  of 
'he  General  Assembly,  and  referring  to  sundry  letters  and  papers  enclosed  on  the  subject  thereof. 

TheGuveruor's  letter  was  read,  and  togetlier  with  the  enclosures  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,   That  there  be  a  call  of  the  House  to-morrow  morning,  immediately  after  divine  service. 

.\iul  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  0  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  May  13,  1784. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

0/  Am/,   Thill  tiie  House  be  citllcd  over  immediately. 

Tile  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  those  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted;  nnd  the  names 
of  those  wl;o  made  default  being  again  culled  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 


Ordered,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  tliis  House,  take  into  his  custody,  Mr.  Michael  Bowyer,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  county  of  Augusta;  Mr.  Thomas  Claiborne,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Brunswick; 
Mr.  James  Adams,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Campbell ;  Mr.  Matthew  Cheatham,  one  of  the  members 
for  the  county  of  Chesterfield;  Messrs.  William  Pickett  and  John  Marshall,  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier;  Mr. 
Thomas  Underwood,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Goochland;  Mr.  Ralph  Humphreys,  one  of  the  members 
for  the  county  of  Hampshire;  Mr.  Patrick  Henry,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henry;  Messrs.  John  Seas- 
brook  Wills  and  Robert  Marshall,  members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight;  Mr.  John  Heath,  one  of  the  members 
for  the  county  of  Lancaster;  Mr.  Francis  Peyton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun;  Mr.  Riddick,  one 
of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Nansemond;  Mr.  Daniel  Sandford,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk ; 
Mr.  Bennet  Tompkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton;  Mr.  Edmund  Ruffin,  jun.  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George;  Messrs.  John  Ackiss  and  Thomas  Walke,  members  for  the  county  of  Prin- 
cess Anne;  Mr.  Landon  Carter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Richmond;  Messrs.  John  Bowyer  and  Hays, 
members  lor  the  county  of  Rockbridge;  Mr.  Thomas  Towles,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Spottsylvania ; 
and  Mr.  Joseph  Prentis,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  York. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Cheatham,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Chesterfield ;  Messrs.  Ro- 
bert Marshall  and  Wills,  members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight ;  Mr.  Riddick,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county 
of  Nansemond;  and  Mr.  John  Marshall,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier;  attended  in  custody  of  the 
sergeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Messrs.  Cheatham,  Robert  Marshall,  Wills,  Riddick,  and  John  Marshall,  be  admitted 
to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  for  Religion  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Wilson  Miles  Cary,  Jones  of  King  George,  Madison,  Norvell, 
Strother,  William  White,  Garland  Anderson,  Ward,  Wilkinson,  Sherwin,  Wray,  Walker  and  Byne;  and  they  are  to 
meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  under  their  consideration  all  matters  and  things  relating  to  religion 
and  morality,  and  all  such  as  shall  be,  from  time  to  time  referred  to  them,  and  report  their  proceedings,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records, 
for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Mann  Page,  Wilson  Miles  Cary,  Tazewell,  Taylor  of  Caroline, 
Jones  of  King  George,  Madison,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Richard  Lee,  Edward  Carter,  Norvell,  Strother,  Samuel 
Goode,  Thomas  Smith,  and  Temple;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  examine  in  the  first 
place,  all  returns  of  writs  for  electing  delegates  to  serve  in  this  present  General  Assembly,  and  to  compare  the  same 
with  the  form  prescribed  by  law ;  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  such  matters  as  shall  or  may  come  in  ques- 
tion, touching  returns,  elections  and  privileges,  and  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  from 
time  to  time  to  the  House;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their 
information. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  of  controverted  elections,  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  House  or  before  the  com- 
mittee of  Privileges  and  Elections,  the  petitioners  do,  either  by  themselves  or  their  agents,  within  a  convenient  time,  to 
be  appointed  either  by  the  House  or  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  as  the  matter  to  be  heard  shall  be 
before  the  House  or  the  said  committee,  deliver  to  the  sitting  members  or  their  agents,  lists  of  the  persons  intended 
by  the  petitioners  to  be  objected  to,  who  voted  for  the  sitting  members,  giving  in  the  said  lists  the  several  heads  of  ob- 
jection, and  distinguishing  the  same  against  the  names  of  the  voters  objected  to;  and  that  the  silting  members  do,  by 
themselves  or  their  agents,  within  the  same  time,  deliver  the  lists  on  their  parts  to  the  petitioners  or  their  agents. 

Ordered,  Tliat  a  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Jones  of  King  George,  Wilson  Miles  Cary,  Madison, 
Mann  Page,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Carter  Hem-y  Harrison,  Strother,  Norvell,  Edward  Carter,  Wills,  Garland  Ander- 
son, Bartlett  Anderson,  Southall,  Wilkinson,  John  Marshall,  Saunders,  Thomas  Smith,  Samuel  Goode,  Sherwin, 
Booker,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Cabell,  Meredith,  Ward,  Hawes,  William  Thornton,  Collier,  Breckenridge,  Mark- 
ham,  Cheatham,  Carrington,  Pendleton,  King,  Wray,  Roane,  Gatewood,  Thomson,  Richardson,  Hubard,  Vanmiter, 
Walker,  Byne,  Larkin  Smith,  John  Thornton,  Berryman,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  William  White,  William  Anderson, 
Street,  Glenn,  Corbin,  Riddick,  Godwin,  Armistead,  John  Watkins,  Kearnes,  Thomas  Matthews,  Eyre,  Gaskins, 
Bland,  Fauntleroy,  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Albridgton  Jones,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  Allen,  Langhorne,  Nelson, 
Curtis,  Edmonds  of  Brunswick,  Temple,  William  Dandridge  Claiborne,  Edmonds  of  Sussex,  Briggs,  Bailey  Wash- 
ington, juii.  Moseby,  and  Jones  of  Dinwiddle ;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into 
their  consideration  all  propositions  and  grievances,  that  shall  or  may  come  legally  certified  to  this  Assembly,  and  to 
report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House  ;  and  all  propositions  and  grievances  are  to  be 
delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  House,  and  by  him  to  the  said  committee  of  course ;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 
Ordered,  That  a  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Jones  of  King  George,  Tazewell,  Ta^'lor  of  Caroline,  John  Mar- 
shall, Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Roane.  Southall,  Edward  Carrington,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Corbin,  Carter  Bassett 
Harrisoin,  Eyre,  Breckenridge,  Edmonds  of  Sussex,  and  Richard  Bland  Lee;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from 
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day  to  day,  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  matters  relating  to  courts  of  justice,  and  such  other  matters  as  shall 
from  time  to  time  be  referred  to  them,  and  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and 
the  said  committee  are  to  inspect  the  Journals  of  the  last  session,  and  draw  up  a  state  of  the  matters  then  depending 
and  undetermined,  and  the  progress  that  was  made  therein,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the 
House;  and  also,  examine  whatever  laws  have  expired  since  the  last  session,  and  inspect  such  temporary  laws  as  will 
expire  with  the  end  of  this  session,  or  are  near  expiring,  and  report  the  same  to  the  House,  with  their  opinions,  which 
of  them  are  fit  to  be  revived  and  continued ;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and 
records,  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Claims  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Richard  Lee,  William  White,  Strother,  Norvell,  Cabell,  Garland 
Anderson,  Sherwin,  Saunders,  Jones  of  Dinwiddle,  Wilkinson,  Pendleton,  Armistead,  Kearnes,  John  Watkins,  Gate- 
wood,  John  Thornton,  William  Dandridge  Claiborne,  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Thomas  Smith,  and  Hubard ;  and 
they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  public  claims  referred  from  the 
last  to  this  session  of  Assembly,  and  ail  matters  that  shall  be  from  time  to  time  to  them  referred,  and  report  their  pro- 
ceedings, with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and  they  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and 
records,  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Commerce  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Madison,  Jones  of  King  George,  John  Watkins  Kearnes,  King, 
Wells,  Wray,  William  Anderson,  Bartlett  Anderson,  Bland,  Berryman,  Hubard,  Matthews,  and  Jones  of  Dinwiddle; 
and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  under  their  consideration  all  such  matters  and  things 
relative  to  the  trade,  manufactures  and  commerce  of  this  Commonwealth,  as  shall,  from  time  to  time  be  referred  to 
them,  and  to  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  and  also,  occasionally  such  improvements  as  in 
their  judgment  may  be  made  in  tiie  commerce  and  manufactures  of  the  Stale,  to  tlie  House;  and  they  are  to  have  power 
to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Resolved,  That  eleven  of  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  seven  of  the  committee  of  Privileges 
and  Elections,  and  five  of  any  other  committee,  be  a  sufficient  number  to  make  a  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton,  jun.  be  appointed  clerk  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections 
and  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  and  Mr.  Adam  Craig,  to  the  committees  for  Religion,  Courts  of  Justice,  Claims 
and  Commerce. 

The  several  letters  and  papers  enclosed  and  referred  to  in  the  Governor's  letter  of  yesterday ;  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Northumberland,  Richmond  and  Lancaster, 
whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  a  place  called  Kin- 
<;ale  on  the  land  of  Cateshy  Jones  in  the  said  county  of  Westmoreland,  and  lying  on  the  river  Yeocomico,  is  from  its 
vicinity  to  navigation  and  other  advantages,  most  conveniently  situated  for  a  town  and  public  inspection  of  tobacco ; 
and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  eflect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Richmond,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  much  alarmed  by  an  apprehension  that  the  act  "  for  calling  in 
and  redeeming  certain  certificates,"  which  expired  previous  to  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  and  was  not  then  revived, 
is  intended  by  the  Legislature  to  remain  unrevived,  in  which  event  great  injury  will  accrue  to  the  petitioners  and  otlier 
public  creditors;  and  praying  that  the  said  act  may  be  revived  and  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,   witli  their  opinion  tliereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Richard  Brooke  and  James  Tutt,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  thcv 
contracted  with  the  late  Fielding  Lewis,  Esq.  for  the  building  of  a  magazine  for  the  public,  on  the  Gun  Factory  lot 
in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  and  relying  on  the  well  known  integrity  of  Mr.  Lewis,  failed  to  require  a  written  con- 
tract;  siiortly  after  which,  and  just  before  the  conq)letion  of  the  work,  the  said  Mr.  Lewis  died,  and  the  petitioners 
are  unable  to  prove  the  terms,  except  by  the  books  and  accounts  of  Mr.  Lewis ;  and  praying  that  their  claim  may  be 
examined  and  allowed. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  be  referred  to  tlic  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  tiie  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  Rogers,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  return 
of  Albridgton  Jones,  a  member  returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  county  of  Southampton. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections;  that  they  do  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  tl)ereupon,  to  tiie  House. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  wiiole  House,  to  take  into  their 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Coiunionweahh. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  farther  matters  for  the  consideration  of 


the  General  Assembly,  and  referring  to  sundry  letters  and  papers  enclosed  on  the  subject  thcreol;  whicli  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  public  printer  be  directed  to  strike  as  many  copies  of  the  requisition  of  Congress  of  the  27th 
of  April  last,  enclosed  and  referred  to  in  the  Governor's  letter  of  to-day,  as  will  be  sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  May  14,  1784. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Heath,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Lancaster,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over 
on  yesterday ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Heath  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  be  discharged  from  reporting  from  the  Journals  of  the  last 
session  of  Assembly,  the  several  petitions  and  propositions  then  depending  and  undetermined ;  and  that  all  such  peti- 
tions and  propositions  be  delivered  by  the  clerk  of  course,  to  the  proper  committees. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  during  the  late  war,  and  the  period  of  paper  money  existence,  many 
persons  entitled  to  pecuniary  legacies  under  the  wills  of  their  ancestors  or  others,  have  by  the  operation  of  tender  laws 
been  paid  such  legacies  by  the  residuary  legatees,  in  money  at  a  depreciated  state,  greatly  to  the  injury  of  the  lega- 
tee so  receiving,  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  residuary  legatee,  who  thereby  received  a  greater  part  of  the  estate  be- 
queathed, than  was  intended ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  remedy  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lancaster,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  pray- 
ing for  the  re-establishment  of  the  inspection  at  Dymer's  warehouses  in  the  said  county,  which  was  discontinued  by  a 
late  law. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  same  county,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  praying  that 
an  act  maj'  pass,  to  establish  a  ferry  from  the  land  of  John  Chowning  in  the  said  county,  across  Rappahannock  river 
to  Urbanna,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Mary  Ford,  administratrix  of  John  Ford,  sen.  deceased,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  set- 
ting forth,  that  three  negro  slaves,  the  property  of  her  late  husband,  were  in  the  year  1777,  condemned  and  executed 
for  the  murder  of  their  master,  by  the  county  court  of  Amelia,  and  valued  in  paper  money,  to  a  sum  which,  reduced 
by  the  scale  of  depreciation,  is  greatly  below  their  real  value,  but  which  the  petitioner  cannot  obtain  a  warrant  for 
from  the  auditors ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Belsches ;  setting  forth,  that  there  is  due  to  him  from  the  public  upon  accounts  liquida- 
ted by  order  of  the  Executive,  in  pursuance  of  a  contract  for  provisions  supplied  the  public,  a  considerable  sum  of 
money,  which  he  cannot  obtain  payment  of,  and  being  about  to  leave  the  State  is  much  harrassed  by  other  persons, 
with  whom  he  contracted  for  the  said  provisions;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Holt  Richeson ;  setting  forth,  that  he  cannot  obtain  certificates  from  the  auditors  for  the  pay 
and  depreciation  due  him  as  a  major  and  lieutenant  colonel,  during  the  late  war,  in  consequence  of  a  sum  of  paper 
money  advanced  him  in  the  year  1780,  for  the  pay  of  a  regiment  of  militia  then  under  his  command,  and  which  he 
avers  was  delivered  to  the  paymaster  of  the  said  regiment;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Mary  Cross;  setting  forth,  that  she  acted  as  a  nurse  to  the  continental  hospital  in  Williams- 
burg a  considerable  time,  and  never  received  any  compensation  for  the  same,  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Simpson ;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  disabled  by  wounds  received  whilst  a  soldier  in  the 
service  of  his  country ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Criddle,  to  the  same  eflect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  letters  from  Messrs.  Adams  and  Jay, 
two  of  the  American  ministers  in  Europe;  and  from  Walter  King,  Esq.  of  Bristol,  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  the  Governor's  letter  of  tiie  3d  instant,  with  so  much  of  its  enclosures  as  respects  finance,  and  the 
requisition  of  Congress  of  the  27th  of  April  last,  the  appointment  and  support  of  the  delegates  to  Congress,  and  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace,  with  the  recommendation  of  Congress  thereupon,  which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  Tliat  such  otiier  parts  of  »hp  enclosures  iu  the  foregoing  letter,  as  respects  the  exemplified  deed  of  ces- 
sion to  Congress,  and  the  Solicitor's  Ofiice,  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 
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The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Heath  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  May  15,  1784. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 
The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Patrick  Henry,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henry,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over 
on  Thursday  last ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Patrick  Henry  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Thomas  Underwood,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Goochland,  at- 
tended in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Underwood  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Stuart  and  Briggs,  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  Messrs.  Hubard 
and  Berryman,  to  the  committee  for  Religion ;  and  Mr.  Henry,  to  the  committees  for  Religion,  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, Propositions  and  Grievances  and  Courts  of  Justice. 

A  petition  of  Mr.  Robert  Stuart,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  son  of  Thomas  Stuart,  formerly  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  whose  estate  was  confiscated  under  the  act  of 
escheat  and  forfeitures ;  and  the  petitioner  has  been  prevented  from  the  benefit  of  the  act,  in  favor  of  those  who 
became  British  subjects,  by  his  absence  from  the  Commonwealth  while  a  prisoner  with  the  enemy,  and  other  good 
causes  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Applewhite;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  a  native  of  Virginia,  which  he  left  several  years 
before  the  war  and  went  to  Barbadoes,  to  transact  some  commercial  business,  intending  to  return ;  that  during  his 
absence  he  has  uniformly  befriended  the  cause  of  his  country  in  the  late  war,  and  aided  it  wiih  military  supplies  at 
great  personal  risk,  and  is  now  much  surprised  to  find  that  his  estate  in  Virginia,  has  been  confiscated  under  the  act 
of  escheat  and  forfeiture ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do 
•i;xamine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Warwick,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  present  neglected  state  of  religion  and  morality,  they  conceive  a 
general  assessment  would  greatly  contribute  to  restore  and  propagate  the  holy  christian  religion ;  and  praying  that  an 
•jct  may  pass  for  an  assessment  upon  all  titheables,  for  the  support  of  religion. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
:liereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House, 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  report- 
ed, tiiat  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
■igreed  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
.rherc  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  an  act  ought  to  pass,  for  better  regulating  the  appointment 
md  attendance  of  delegates,  to  represent  this  state  in  Congress,  and  making  provision  for  their  support. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  constituting  the  Courts  of 
Appeals,  High  Court  of  Chancery,  General  Court  and  Court  of  Admiralty,  ought  to  be  revised  and  amended. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Taylor 
of  Caroline,  Jones  of  King  George,  Henry  and  Madison,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  second  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
4he  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an  address  to  his  excellency  General  Washington,  expres- 
sive of  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  the  House  of  Delegates  for  his  unremitted  zeal  and  services  in  the  cause  of  liber- 
ty;  congratulating  him  on  iiis  return  to  his  native  country,  and  the  exalted  pleasures  of  domestic  life. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Messrs.  Ronald,  Mann  Page,  Hubard,  Madison,  Henry,  Tazewell,  Heath, 
Roane,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Cary  and  Corbiii. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  same  committee,  to  consider  and  report  what  further  measures  may  be 
necessary  for  periietuating  the  gratitude  and  veneration  of  his  country,  to  General  Washington. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoiibc  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  respectinaj  the  claim  of  James  Belsches  against 
the  State;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  comiuittee  of  Claims. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Strother  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Thursday  next. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  May  17,  1784. 


Another  member  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Daniel  Sandford,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk ;  and  Mr. 
John  Hays,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge;  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Daniel  Sandford  and  John  Hays,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

A  petition  of  John  Austin,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  fortli,  that  he  served  several  years  as  a 
soldier,  during  the  last  war  against  the  French  and  Indians,  and  in  the  late  war  with  the  British,  and  is  in  consequence 
of  the  fatigues  and  hardships  of  a  military  life,  rendered  incapable  of  procuring  a  livelihood  ;  and  praying  relief 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Joseph  Francis  Perrault,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  during  the  late 
war  his  deceased  father  and  himself,  who  were  then  residents  of  Illinois,  disposed  of  their  estates  and  property  in  that 
country,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  furnishing  supplies  to  the  troops  of  this  Commonwealth  in  their  expedition  there,  and 
accepted  bills  on  this  government  for  the  amount  of  such  advances;  that  the  petitioner  in  a  further  attempt  to  serve  this 
country  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians,  and  suffered  every  cruelty  except  death  from  their  barbarity,  and  being 
delivered  to  the  British  was  detained  a  prisoner  by  them  upwards  of  four  years,  until  discharged  by  the  treaty  of 
peace,  when,  lie  now  finds  himself  destitute  and  in  distress;  and  praying  that  his  claim  may  be  inquired  into,  and  relief 
granted  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  again  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  stale  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Taze- 
well reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  made  a  farther  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to 
move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

B-esolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Connnonwealth. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  May  18,  1784. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tiiompson  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday  se'nnight; 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain 
taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue;"  and  that  Messrs.  Mann  Page,  Henry,  Carter  Henry 
Harrison,  Ronald,  Madison,  Taylor,  Cary,  Joseph  Jones,  Carrington,  Tazewell  and  Nicholas,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

Mr.  Joseph  Jones  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der examined  what  laws  have  lately  expired,  and  inspected  such  temporary  laws  as  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  ses- 
^iou,  or  are  near  expiring;  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  Is  the  opmion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  17S0,  entitled 
"  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  sur- 
veys to  tiie  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes,"  which  was  continued  and  amended  by  several  subsequent  acts,  and 
expired  in  the  month  of  March  last,  ought  to  be  revived,  explained  and  amended. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1781,  enti- 
tled "  an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State,"  which  was  continued  and  amended  by  seve- 
ral subsequent  acts,  and  expired  on  the  1st  day  of  Decemljer  last,  ought  not  to  be  revived. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Th.ii  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1782,  enti- 
tled "an  act,  to  ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this  Common- 

D  4 


10 

wealth,"  which  was  continued  by  several  subsequent  acts,  and  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Assem- 
bly, ought  to  be  further  continued. 

4.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  tiie  act  of  Assemblj',  passed  in  the  year  1781,  entitled 
"  an  act,  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service,"  which  was  continued  and  amended 
by  several  subsequent  acts,  and  will  expire  on  the  1st  day  of  June  next,  ought  to  be  further  continued. 

5.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assemblj',  passed  in  the  year  1782,  entitled 
"an  act,  concerning  pensioners,"  which  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  further 
continued. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pi-.rsuant  to  the  1st,  3d,  4th  and  5th  resolutions;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee for  Courts  of  Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  suspend  in  part,  the  operation  of  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act, 
for  reducing  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent 
revenue,  into  one  act,  for  a  limited  time ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Ronald,  Mann  Page,  Matthews,  and  Richard  Lee,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Travis  Tucker,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  proprietor  of  a  valu- 
able house  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  when  that  place  was  burnt  by  order  of  the  Convention  in  1776 ;  that  it  was  after- 
wards valued  by  the  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  but  was  by  mistake  omitted  in  the  general  return  made 
by  them  to  a  fornier  Assembly,  by  which  means  he  received  no  compensation  for  his  said  loss ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  William  Finnic,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  during  the  time  he 
acted  as  deputy  quarter-master  general  in  the  southern  department,  he  purchased  of  Mr.  Robert  Gilbert,  at  the  re- 
quest of  tlie  Board  of  War,  one  hundred  and  four  pair  of  boots,  lor  the  purpose  of  equipping  a  corps  of  cavalry 
under  the  command  of  Colonels  Baylor  and  White,  which  was  then  on  its  march  to  the  southward;  that  although  it 
was  well  known  that  the  said  purchase  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  public,  the  said  Gilbert  some  time  in  the  year  1782, 
brought  a  suit  against  the  petitioner  for  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money,  and  lias  recovered  a  judgment  against 
the  petitioner,  who  is  now  actually  in  execution  for  the  same;  and  praying  that  the  said  debt  may  be  paid  by  the 
public,  and  that  provision  may  be  made  for  the  settlement  of  other  claims  of  the  same  nature. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  examine 
i.he  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

]\lr.  IMann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  John  Rogers,  to  them  referred,  complaining  of  an  undue  election 
and  return  of  Mr.  Albridgton  Jones,  ta  serve  as  a  delegate  in  this  present  General  Assembly  for  the  county  of  South- 
ampton, and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  tiie  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  touching  the  subject 
matter  of  the  said  petition,  be  taken  by  Thomas  Edmonds,  Richard  Kello  and  Nicholas  Maggot,  gentlemen,  or  any 
two  of  them;  and  that  they  return  the  depositions  they  shall  take,  before  the  18th  day  of  June  next. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petitioner  and  sitting  member  deliver  each  to  the 
other,  within  twelve  days,  the  lists  directed  to  be  given  by  the  order  of  the  House,  respecting  controverted  elections  ;  and 
that  the  petitioner  within  the  same  period  deliver  to  the  sitting  member  a  specification  of  the  other  charges  contained 
in  the  said  petition,  extending  to  times,  places  and  persons. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  |)etitioner  give  the  sitting  member  five  days  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  when  and  where  he  intends  to  examine,  and  that  the  sitting  member  do  the  like  to  tlie  petitioner. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  be  deferred  to 
the  said  18tli  day  of  June  next. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  tiie  Commonwealth  ;  and  after  sometime  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  stale  of  the  Commoiiwealtii  under  their  consideration,  but 
not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  Tliat  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  May  19,  1784. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  House  beiiif.'  iiifnrined  that  Mr.  Franris  Peyton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun  ;  and  Mr. 
Tiiomas  Claiborne,  one  of  the  members  f.ir  the  toiiniy  of  Brunswick,  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms, 
and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Thursday  last; 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  Francis  Peyton  and  Tliomas  Claiborne,  be  admitted  to  tlieir  scats,  uiihoul  pajaig  fees 

Mr.  Joseph  Jones  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  further 
continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning  pensioners;"  and  llie  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Joseph  Jones  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  further 
continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service  ;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Joseph  Jones  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  further 
continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy, 
wiihin  this  Commonwealth  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time- 

Orderecl,  That  Mr.  Carrington,  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  Mr.  Wood,  to  the  committees  of  Privile- 
ges and  Elections  and  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  Messrs.  Russell  and  Barbour,  to  the  committee  of  Proposition^ 
and  Grievances;  Messrs.  Randolph,  Breckenridge  and  Stuart,  to  the  committee  for  Religion ;  and  Mr.  Peyton,  to  tlic 
committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

A  petition  of  Richard  Winston,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  in  pursuance  of  a  pro- 
clamation of  the  commissioners  for  settling  the  western  accounts,  he  set  off  with  his  accounts  and  vouchers  for  the  place 
appointed  for  their  meeting,  but  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  and  his  bad  state  of  health,  was  prevented  reaching 
it  in  time,  so  that  his  claim  is  not  yet  liquidated;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  done,  and  provision  made  for  the 
payment  of  the  balance  which  shall  be  Ibund  due  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Barrett;  setting  forth,  that  being  a  captain  in  the  3d  regiment  of  dragoons  com- 
manded by  Col.  Baylor,  he  received  at  the  battle  of  Guilford  courthouse,  a  dangerous  wound  in  his  hip,  which,  in  a 
great  measure,  deprives  him  of  the  power  of  any  exercise  or  business ;  and  praying  that  the  same  compensation  may 
be  extended  to  him,  which  has  heretofore  been  granted  to  others  in  a  similar  situation. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Underwood  ;  setting  forth,  that  being  sherifl'of  the  county  of  Goochland,  in  the  year 
17S1,  he  attended  in  due  time  at  the  treasury  with  the  paper  money  and  certificates,  for  the  discharge  of  the  public 
taxes  of  that  year;  that  the  multiplicity  of  business  prevented  a  settlement  at  that  time,  and  he  left  them  in  the  office, 
where  they  were  soon  after  adjusted  in  his  absence,  and  the  paper  money  placed  to  his  credit,  but  the  certificates  were 
returned  ;  that  he  has  since  tendered  them  to  the  county  courts,  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  for  adjusting  claims  of  that 
nature,  who  have  referred  him  to  the  General  Assembly;  and  praying  that  this  House  may  grant  him  such  relief  as 
the  nature  of  his  case  requires. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwealth.;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  that 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  alteration  of  the  eighth  of  the  articles  of  the  con- 
federation and  perpetual  union,  proposed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  on  the  18th  of  April  1783, 
ought  to  be  acceded  to  by  this  State. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  measures  ought  to  be  forthwith  taken  by  this  State,  for  ob- 
taining and  transmitting  the  information  required  from  it  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  in  their  act  of 
February  7th,  1783. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  sum  of  dollars,  required  for  the 

year  1784  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  from  this  State,  as  three  fourths  of  its  arrears  due  on  their  re- 
quisition of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  made  October  30  1781,  ought  to  be  provided,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  uses, 
and  under  the  preferences  stated  in  their  act  of  1783. 

Whereas,  considerable  time  may  elapse  before  the  common  debts  of  the  confederacy  can  be  apportioned  by  the 
rule  proposed  to  be  substituted  in  place  of  the  8th  article  of  the  confederation,  in  case  such  rule  shall  be  established, 
or  by  the  rule  prescribed  in  the  said  article,  in  case  the  change  shall  be  disagreed  to,  and  before  the  accounts  sub- 
sisting between  the  United  States  and  the  individual  States,  can  be  finally  liquidated; 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  for  the  intermediate  preservation  of  justice  and  the  na- 
tional character,  all  requisitions  which  may  from  time  to  time  be  made  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  national  debts  incurred  during  the  war,  or  defraying  the  ordinary  civil  expenses  of 
government,  including  a  provision  for  the  support  of  the  present  marine  and  military  establishments  directed  by  Con- 
gress, and  which  may  be  apportioned  on  the  States,  either  by  the  rule  which  has  heretofore  prevailed,  or  by  such 
other  temporary  rule  as  may  be  judged  more  equitable,  ought  to  be  complied  with. 

Rrsolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  commiltrc.  That  ihe  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Congress,  ought 
to  be  instructed  to  urge  in  Congress,  all  measures  necessary  for  accelerating  a  lair  and  final  settlement  of  the  accounts 
subsisting  behveen  the  United  States  and  individual  Slates  ;  and  that  whenever  such  settlement  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted, a  payment  of  the  balance  appearing  therefrom  to  be  due,  ought  to  be  enforced,  if  necessary,  by  such  distress 
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on  the  property  of  the  defaulting  States  or  of  their  citizens,  as  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  may  be 
deemed  adequate  and  most  elifrible. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  in  case  such  final  settlement  be  obstructed  by  a  failure  of 
the  proposition  for  changing  the  eiglith  article  of  confederation,  and  the  refusal  or  unreasonable  delay  in  the  States  to 
furnish  the  materials  requisite  for  carrying  the  said  article  into  effect,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  will 
be  justified  in  proceeding  to  estimate  the  relative  ability  of  the  several  States  according  to  the  best  lights  of  which 
they  can  avail  themselves;  to  apportion  the  public  debts,  by  the  standard  which  may  thence  result;  to  close  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  individual  States;  and  to  enforce  in  manner  aforesaid,  the  payment  of  all  arrears  which 
may  be  foimd  due. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tiiat  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  ought  to  be 
invested  with  power  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  to  prohibit  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  from  being  imported 
into  or  exported  from  any  of  the  States,  iu  vessels  belonging  to  or  navigated  by  the  subjects  of  any  power  with  whom 
these  Stales  shall  not  have  formed  treaties  of  commerce,  and  with  a  further  power  for  the  like  term  of  fifteen  years  of 
prohibiting  the  suljjects  of  any  foreign  State,  Kingdom  or  Empire,  unless  authorised  by  treaty,  from  importing  into 
the  United  States,  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  which  are  not  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  dominions  of 
the  sovereign  whose  subjects  they  are  :  Provided,  that  to  all  acts  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  above  powers,  the  assent  of  nine  States  be  necessary 

The  1st,  2d,  4th,  5tli.  6th  and  7th  resolutions,  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  3d  resolution,  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  2d  and  7th  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs.  Tazewell, 
Madison,  Henry,  Jones  of  King  George,  John  Marshall,  Breckenridge  and  Stuart,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  May  20,  1784. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  and  Mr.  Wall  to  the  committee 
for  Religion. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Rennet  Tompkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton,  at- 
tended in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Rennet  Tompkins  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees.  . 

A  bill,  "  for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for' 
public  service,"  was  read  the  second  tiiwe ;  and  on  the  question  being  put,  that  tiie  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  ;| 
third  time, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes,     40,  Noes,     45. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Cary,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Heath ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  afiimative  are,  Edward  Carter,  Samuel  Slierwin,  John  Rociker,  jun.  Nicho-j 
las  Cabell,  William  Meredith,  Jolin  Trigg,  Thomas  Claiborne,  John  Ward,  Joseph  Jones  of  Dinwiddle,  Miles  King,  W 
George  Wray,  Spencer  Roane,  Samuel  Richardson,  Thomas  Smith,  James  Hubard,  Tiiomas  Underwood,  Isaac  Van- 
niitre,  Robert  Marshall,  Edmund  Byne,  John  Heath,  John  Berryman,  John  Glenn,  William  Randolph,  Benjamin 
Wilson,  Wdiis  Riddick,  Kinchen  Godwin,  Daniel  Sandford,  Lyttleton  Eyre,  Thomas  Gaskins,  jun.  John  Thornton, 
Edward  Bland,  John  Fauntleroy,  John  Hays,  John  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Bailey  Washington,  Thomas  Edmunds 
of  Sussex,  Wilson  Miles  Cary,  Richard  Lee,  James  Montgomery  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

And  the  names  of  tiiose  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Archibald  Stuart,  Thomas  Ed- 
munds of  Brunswick,  John  Nicholas,  Samuel  Harvey,  John  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Jacob  Morton,  Tiioinas  Collier, 
Bernard  Markham,  ]\lattlie«  Cheatham,  Edward  Carrinpton,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  William  Gatewood,  John  Mar- 
shall, John  Mosby,  John  Crittenden,  James  Wood,  James  Wall,  Batle  Patterson.  Garland  Anderson,  Bartlett  Ander- 
son, Turner  Soutliall,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Patrick  Henry,  Peter  Saunders,  William  Norvell.  John  Scasbrook  Wills, 
Joseph  Jones  of  King  George,  William  Thornton,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Piyton.  William  White,  William 
Andtrson,  Anthony  Street,  Samuel  Goode,  John  Bivckenridge,  William  Armistead,  John  Kearnes,  James  Madison, 
William  Mayo,  Mann  Page.  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  John  Allen,  John  Howell  Briggs  and  William  Rnssel. 

A  hill,  "lor  lurther  continuing  an  act,  eniiileil  .'an  act,  to  asceriain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the 
depredations  of  the  enemy,  within  this  Commonwealth;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  lime. 


A  bill,  "for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning  pensioners;"  was  read  tlie  second  time,  aiid 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  giving  further  time  to  the  holders  of  paper  money  to  have 
the  same  funded  ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Henry,  Briggs  and  Southall,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Mary  Cross,  setting  forth,  that  from  the 
establishment  of  the  continental  hospital  in  Williamsburg,  she  was  appointed  nurse  thereto,  and  continued  to  act  in 
that  character  until  the  last  of  July  1781  ;  that  she  regularly  received  her  pay  until  the  first  of  August  1779,  since 
which  time  no  remittances  have  been  made  the  director  general,  whereby  the  sum  of  114/.  10^.  remains  due  to  her 
for  the  services  of  herself  and  an  assistant,  whom  she  was  authorised  to  employ  at  40s.  per  month,  and  praying  re- 
lief, is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  ought  to  grant  a  certificate  to  the  petitioner,  for  the  said 
sum  of  114Z.  ^0s.  to  be  paid  in  like  manner  as  military  certificates  are;  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  conti- 
nent. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Travis  Tucker,  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
year  177G,  the  petitioner  was  possessed  of  a  valuable  house  situate  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  which  was  amongst 
otl^ers  destroyed  by  the  American  troops  then  stationed  there  ;  that  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  the  losses 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  borough,  valued  the  petitioner's  said  house  to  930/.  but  by  some  accident  neglected  to 
enter  the  same  in  their  general  return  to  a  former  Assembly,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors 
of  public  accounts  ought  to  grant  a  certificate  to  the  petitioner  for  the  said  sum  of  930/.  being  the  valuation  of  his 
house. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Mary  Ford,  administratrix  of  her  late 
husband  John  Ford,  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1777,  her  said  husband  John  Ford  was  murdered  by  three  of  his 
negro  slaves,  for  which  they  suffered  death  agreeable  to  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  Amelia  county;  that  the  said 
slaves  were  valued  in  paper  money,  which  if  reduced  by  the  scale  of  depreciation,  will  be  greatly  below  their  value; 
and  praying  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  may  be  directed  to  allow  her  a  further  sum,  in  addition  to  the  said 
valuation,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Barrel!,  praying  that  compensa- 
tion may  be  made  him  in  consideration  of  a  gun-shot  wound,  which  he  received  at  the  battle  of  Guilford  courthouse 
in  the  year  17S1,  and  which  has  deprived  him  of  the  power  of  exercise  or  labor,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioner ought  to  be  allowed  half  the  pay  of  a  captain  of  dragoons  for  life;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent  in  account 
with  this  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  2d  and  4th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  con- 
currence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews,  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  Mr.  Ronald,  to  the  committee  of  Com- 
merce ;  and  Mr.  Trigg,  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

The  Speaker  laiVbefore  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  1st,  4th,  5th  and  6th  resolutions,  which  were  yesterday  reported  from 
the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  Ho.use,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Jlr.  Tazewell  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  ordinance  of  Convention,  regulating  the  election  of 
delegates,  ought  to  be  repealed;  and  that  an  act  ought  to  pass  for  regulating  elections,  and  enforcing  the  attendance 
of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  tins  committee.  That  the  several  acts  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,- 
and  for  providing  against  invasions  and  insurrections,  ought  to  be  revived  and  amended. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  Isl  resolution;  aud  tliat  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Page, 
Matthews,  Carrington,  Stuart  and  Madison,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  Tliat  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  2d  resolution ;  and  that  Messrs.  Madison,  Joseph 
Jones  of  King  George,  Cary,  Richard  Lee.Gaskins,  Matthews  and  Wood,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state: 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Joseph  Jones  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice ;  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  a  letter  from  the  representatives  of  this  State  in  Congress,  enclosing  an  exena- 
plification  of  the  deed  of  cession  made  by  this  State  to  the  United  States,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon. a 
E  4 
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report,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  liis  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  exemplification  of  the  deed  of  cession,  made  by  this 
State  to  the  United  States,  under  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  authorise  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  to  con- 
vey to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  all  the  right  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  territory  northwestward 
of  the -river  Ohio,  ought  to  be  carefully  preserved  and  enrolled  by  the  clerk  of  this  House  among  the  archives  of  the 
General  Assembly;  and  that  as  a  further  security  for  its  preservation,  he  deliver  a  copy  thereof,  and  of  this  resolution 
to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  be  deposited  among  the  papers  of  the  Executive. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jones  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Joseph  Jones  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  revive,  ex- 
plain and  amend  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates 
for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

And  tlien  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  May  21,  1784. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  furtiier  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  ascei'tain  tlie  losses  and  injuries  sustained 
from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this  Commonwealth;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass  ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act, 
to  ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustauied  from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this  Commonwealth." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Jones  of  King  George,  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  '''for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning  pensioners;"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  further  continuing  an  act,  concerning  pen- 
sioners." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Jones  of  King  George,  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  revive,  explain  and  amend  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain 
warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  memorial  of  William  Finnic,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  re- 
port, and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Robert  Gilbert  was  employed  by  the  said  William  Finnic,  deputy  quarter- 
master general  for  the  southern  department,  in  the  year  1780,  to  make  a  number  of  boots  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States;  that  iiaving  completed  one  hundred  and  four  pair,  he  refused  to  deliver  them,  unless  the  said  Finnic  would 
undertake  and  engage  to  see  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  paid  to  him  for  the 
^ame,  which  he  then  undertook  to  do;  and  the  said  boots  were,  on  the  23d  day  of  August,  in  the  said  year,  delivered 
to  Captain  Thomas  Pemberton,  for  the  use  of  Baylor's  and  White's  regiments  of  cavalry ;  that  the  said  Finnic,  on 
the  day  and  year  aforesaid,  obtained  the  said  Gilbert's  receipt  for  the  money,  and  at  the  same  time  gave  him  a  certi- 
ficate that  the  said  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  was  due  him  for  the  said  boots,  and 
requested  the  Governor  would  be  pleased  to  order  payment  thereof,  which  should  be  deducted  out  of  the  monies  due 
to  the  said  Finnie  at  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  in  the  month  of  October,  the  preceding  year;  that  the  said  Gilbert 
did  not  receive  any  money  in  virtue  of  the  said  certificate,  except  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  pounds,  paid  him  by  the 
said  Finnic. 

It  further  appears  to  your  connnittee,  that  the  said  Gilbert  hath  obtained  a  judgment  against  the  said  Finnic,  in 
the  «ourt  of  Hustijigs  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  for  the  value  of  eleven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 
paper,  in  specie,  and  hath  sued  out  execution  thereupon. 

And  it  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  said  Finnie's  accounts  against  the  United  States,  that  they  are  indebt- 
ed to  him  a  considerable  sum  of  money. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  memorial  of  the  said  William  Finnic,  is  reasonable ; 
and  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence,  being  the  amount  of  the 
said  judgment  and  costs,  ought  to  be  paid  him  by  the  public,  and  charged  to  the  United  States. 

The  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  die  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resolution  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  suspend  in  pait,  the  operation  of  an  act,  entitled  'an  act, 
to  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  duties  and  taxes,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent 
revenue,  into  one  act,  for  a  limited  lime ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time. 
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A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Monongalia,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  seitiui; 
fortli,  that  they  labor  under  many  inconveniences  from  the  great  extent  of  their  county;  and  praying  that  the  three- 
settlements  called  Tyger's  Valley,  Buchanan  and  Westfork,  may  be  laid  ofl'  and  formed  into  a  distinct  county. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Mary  Mauden,  administratrix  of  James  Mauden,  deceased;  setting  forth,  that  the  decedent 
died  possessed  of  a  considerable  estate  in  lands,  and  also  of  some  personal  estate ;  that  the  latter  has  been  long  since 
exhausted  in  discharge  of  his  debts,  but  several  of  them,  to  a  considerable  amount,  remain  yet  unsatisfied;  and  pray- 
ing that  an  act  may  pass,  empowering  her  to  sell  so  much  of  the  said  lands  as  will  enable  her  to  discharge  the  debts 
still  unpaid,  and  to  support  her  family. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  people,  residents  on  the  south  side  of  Appomattox  river;  setting  forth,  that  thev  have 
met  with  many  delays  in  the  inspection  of  their  tobacco,  at  the  warehouses  in  the  towns  of  Petersburg  and  Blandford, 
which  have  proceeded  from  the  great  throng  of  business  there,  and  the  inconvenient  situation  of  the  said  warehouses: 
and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  on  the  lands  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Spencer,  and 
her  daughter  Ann  Swann  Saunders,  in  the  town  of  Petersburg. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  five  members  be  appointed,  to  prepare  a  statement  of  the  public  debt;- 
and  charges  of  government ;  for  the  payment  of  which,  any  funds  are  by  law  appropriated,  and  examine  whether 
there  is  any  excess  or  deficiency  in  the  said  funds,  and  report  their  opinion,  how  such  excess  ought  to  be  applied,  or 
deficiency  made  good ;  and  that  the  said  committee  also  prepare  a  statement  of  all  the  public  debts,  for  the  payment 
of  which  no  provision  hath  jet  been  made,  arranging  them  under  proper  heads,  and  their  opinion  of  the  funds  most 
proper  for  the  payment  of  the  same ;  and  that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Ronald,  Madison,  Underwood,  Carrington,  and  William  Anderson. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Francis  Conway,  in  the 
county  of  King  George;"  and  that  Messrs.  Joseph  Jones  of  King  George,  and  William  Thornton,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Mann  Page,  and  Matthews,  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Religion. 

A  petition  of  Edward  Carrington,  and  Ambrose  Bohanan,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth, 
that  the  petitioner,  Bohanan,  was  in  June  1778,  appointed  paymaster  to  the  first  regiment  of  artillery,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Harrison;  that  between  that  period  and  the  1st  of  April  1780,  he  received  several  considerable  sums  of 
money,  for  the  pa\',  recruiting  and  other  purposes  of  the  said  regiment,  most  of  which  sums  stand  now  charged  to 
the  latter  of  these  petitioners;  but  in  some  instances  to  the  former,  as  being  advanced  at  his  instance;  that  they  were 
in  possession  of  the  vouchers  for  the  disbursement  of  the  said  money,  until  the  month  of  August  1780,  when  they 
were  lost  with  the  baggage  of  the  regiment  at  Campden ;  that  the  auditors  have  refused  to  settle  their  accounts,  un- 
less they  settle  for  all  the  money  so  received  by  them,  which  they  cannot  do,  unless  their  oaths  are  admitted  as  sufficient 
evidence ;  and  praj'ing  that  the  auditors  may  be  directed  to  consider  the  same  as  sufficient  proof  of  the  faithful  dis- 
bursement thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  tiiat  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Nansemond,  respecting  the  scarcity  of  Indian  corn  in  the  said  county;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ronald  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  an  embargo  ought  to  be  laid,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
Indian  corn  from  this  Commonwealth  for  a  limited  time. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Messrs.  Ronald,  Tazewell 
and  Watkins,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Jones  of  King  George,  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Anne  and  Margaret  Rose,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed 
upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  svas  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved-,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee ,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Anne  and  Margaret  Rose,  praying 
that  an.  act  may  pass  for  emancipating  them,  agreeable  to  the  will  of  their  late  master  Walter  Robertson,  deceased ; 
and  also,  that  the  estate  left  them  by  the  said  decedent  may  be  secured  to  them,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
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Mr.  Jones  of  King  Georpe,  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had  further 
examined  what  laws  have  lately  expired,  and  inspected  such  temporary  laws  as  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  session, 
or  are  near  expiring,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  two  acts  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1782;  the  one 
entitled  "an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  executions  upon  certain  judgments 
until  December  1783;"  and  the  other  entitled  "an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  for- 
mer act,  as  suspends  the  issuing  of  executions  on  certain  judgments  until  December  1783,"  which  will  expire  at  the 
end  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  further  continued  and  amended. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts^ 
of  Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  upon  that  part  of  the 
Governor's  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  which  relates  to  the  forgery  of  military  certificates;  and  that  the  same  be  refer- 
red to  .Messrs.  Henry,  Ronald,  Southall,  Carrington,  Wood,  Russell,  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  Hawes,  Gaskins,  Mere- 
dith, Marshall,  Stuart  and  Glenn. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  respecting  the  claim  of  Lewis  Abraham  Pauley 
against  this  State ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  May  22,  1784. 

A  bill,  "  to  suspend  in  part,  the  operation  of  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  reduce  the  several  acts,  for  ascertaining 
certain  duties  and  taxes,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue  into  one  act,  for  a  limited  time;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Pendleton  and  Booker,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until 
Alonday  se'nnight. 

Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Christian  Charles  de  Klauman,  praying  such 
bounty  in  lands  as  his  services  in  the  army  may  entitle  him  to,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  same  bounty 
in  lands  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  major. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  establishing  Dymer's  warehouses,  on  Dymer's  creek  in  the  said  county,  is 
reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lancas- 
ter, praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  establishing  a  ferry  from  the  lands  of  John  Chowning  in  the  said  county,  across 
flappahannock  river  to  Urbanna,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  1st  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  2d  and  3d  resolutions  ;  and  that  the  committee  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mv.  Jones  of  King  George,  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  establish  a  town  on  the  land  of  Francis 
Conway,  in  the  county  of  King  George:"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed,  to  inquire  intothe  progress  made  by  the  commission- 
ers employed  in  settling  the  accounts  between  this  Stale  and  the  United  States,  and  into  the  difficulties  which  may 
impede  the  same,  and  make  report  thereupon  to  the  House. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Madison,  Norvell,  Wood,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  and  Hubard. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "empowering  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  to  lay 
an  embargo  on  Indian  corn,  for  a  limited  tiniC  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Tazewell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  regulating  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  Congress;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "  empowering  the-  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  to  lay  an  embargo  on  Indian  corn,  for  a  limited  time ;" 
was  read  ihe  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

A  p<-t  tioii  o  Archibald  Goode,  was  prcsmted  to  the  H  msc,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  at  a  very  early  period  of 
the  war,  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  10th  Virginia  regiment,  in  which  he  served  until  he  was  rendered  incapable  of 
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duly  by  a  rheumatic  disorder,  which  he  contracted  during  his  service,  and  which  has  ever  since  rendered  him  unable 
10  support  himself  and  family  by  labor ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Stadner;  setting  forth,  that  while  he  was  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  Virginia  line,  in  the 
regiment  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hawes,  he  received  a  wound  in  the  arm,  and  lost  two  of  iiis  fingers  in  the 
action  of  Camden  in  the  year  1781,  which  has  rendered  him  incapable  of  supporting  himself  by  labor;  and  praying 
to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners.  ' 

Also,  a  petition  of  Francis  Carbonneaux;  setting  forth,  that  having  made  considerable  advances  for  the  support 
of  the  troops  in  the  western  country,  under  the  command  of  General  Clarke,  he  did,  in  consequence  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  this  Assembly,  lay  his  accounts  and  vouchers  before  the  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  to  adjust  the  claim*: 
of  all  persons  in  that  country,  who  had  demands  against  the  State ;  that  the  said  commissioners  being  entirely  unac- 
quainted with  the  French  language,  and  he  as  ignorant  of  the  English,  he  was  unable  to  explain  his  accounts  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Board,  and  many  of  the  charges  were  rejected,  which,  he  trusts  upon  another  revisal,  will  be  thought 
just;  that  the  General  Assembly  did  at  their  session  in  June  1783,  direct  the  treasurer  to  pay  the  petitioner  three  hun- 
dred dollars  for  his  present  relief,  in  lieu  of  which  he  received  a  warrant  on  the  inspectors  at  Falmouth,  for  fifty-one 
barrels  of  flour,  which  has  been  either  lost  or  mislaid;  and  praying  that  his  said  accounts  may  be  re-examined,  and 
the  said  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  made  good. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  said  petidons  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Roderick  M'Cullock,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed 
sheriff  of  Amherst  county,  in  the  year  1783;  that  the  collection  of  the  public  taxes  for  the  }'ear  1782,  not  having  been 
made  by  his  predecessor,  he  cheerfully  undertook  the  same,  and  collected  the  whole,  except  a  balance  of  three  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  pounds,  for  which  a  judgment  has  been  obtained  against  him  with  ten  per  centum  damages ;  and 
praying  that  the  said  damages  may  be  remitted. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Fairfax,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  setting 
forth,  that  they  consider  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1779,  "  for  discouraging  extensive  credits,  and  repeal- 
ing the  act,  '  prescribing  the  method  of  proving  book  debts,"  as  highly  injurious  to  the  commerce  of  this  country, 
by  discouraging  that  credit  without  which,  it  never  can  be  carried  on  in  an  extensive  degree;  and  praying  that  the 
same  may  either  be  repealed  or  amended. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  persons,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  others ; 
setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  March  last,  the  tobacco  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridge,  were  accidentally  des- 
troyed by  fire,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  tobacco  therein,  the  property  of  the  petitioners  and  others,  was  totally  lost ; 
and  praying  that  the  value  of  the  said  tobacco  may  be  paid  them,  and  the  warehouses  rebuilt  at  public  expense. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petidons  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bill  "to  revive,  explain  and  amend  an  act,  'for  giving  further  time  to  ob.tain  warrants 
upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes," 
being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft'  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 
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MONDAY,  May  24,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  suspend  in  part,  the  operation  of  an  act,  entided  "  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several 
acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act, 
for  a  limited  time ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  suspend  in  part  the  operation  of  an  act,  enti- 
tled '  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  dudes,  and  for 
establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act,  for  a  limited  time." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  establish  a  town  on  the  land  of  Francis  Conway,  in  the  county  of  King  George;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third. 

A  bill,  "for  regulating  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  Congress;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  petition  of  John  M'Adam,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  an  offi- 
cer in  the  fifth  Virginia  regiment,  in  the  year  1776,  in  which  he  served  undl  September  1778,  and  by  an  arrange- 
ment which  then  took  place  in  the  army,  was  considered  as  a  supernumerary;  that  in  the  year  1780,  he  accepted  of 
the  command  of  a  troop  of  horse,  which  he  retained  until  the  siege  of  York;  and  praying  that  such  bounty  in  lands 
may  be  granted  to  him,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  House  shall  seem  reasonable. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Isham  Keith;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  an  officer  in  the  first  minute  battalion  in 
F  4 
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the  year  1775,  and  in  the  Spring  foHosving,  a  lieutenant  in  the  third  Virginia  regiment;  that  he  continued  in  actual 
service  until  the  close  of  the  campaign  in  1777,  during  which  he  contracted  a  violent  rheumatic  disorder,  which  then 
compelled  him  to  leave  the  army ;  and  praying  that  such  a  bounty  in  lands  may  be  granted  to  him  as  his  services  merit. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"empowering  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  to  lay  an  embargo  on  Indian  corn,  for  a  limited  time;"  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  reported,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  tlie  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  seve- 
ral amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bill  "  to  revive,  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to 
obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Laud  Office,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  May  25,   1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "to  establish  a  town  on  the  land  of  Francis  Conway,  in  the  county  of  King  George;"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  establish  a  town  on  the  land  of  Francis  Con- 
way, in  the  county  of  King  George. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  empowering  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  to  lay  an  embargo  on  Indian  corn  for 
a  limited  time ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  empowering  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Coun- 
■il,  to  lay  an  embargo  on  Indian  corn  for  a  limited  time." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Madison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  tliat  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
:heir  consideration  such  improvements  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  made  in  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  this 
State,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  v»hich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  inspections  ought  to  be  established  at  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth, for  ascertaining  the  quality  of  the  various  kinds  of  lumber,  which  may  in  tuture  be  exported  from  those  ports. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Com- 
merce do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Jones  of  King  George,  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to 
confirm  to  Anne  and  Margaret  Rose  their  freedom  and  interest,  under  the  will  of  Walter  Robertson,  deceased ;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  the  solicitor's  statement  of  the  taxes  for 
the  years  1782  and  1783,  and  a  statement  of  the  balances  due  to  the  public  from  the  county  lieutenants  under  the  re- 
cruiting law ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

A  petition  of  Richard  Hill,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  at  a  very  early  period  of 
the  war,  he  stepped  forth  in  tiie  service  of  his  country  as  a  volunteer  and  minute  man;  that  in  January  1777,  he  was 
appointed  an  officer  in  the  first  regiment  of  artillery  in  whicii  he  served  until  May  1779,  when  his  ill  state  of  health 
compelled  him  to  resign  his  commission;  that  he  has  since  served  as  a  volunteer  in  all  invasions  of  this  State;  and 
praying  that  sucli  a  l)ounty  in  lands  may  be  allowed  him  as  his  services  entitle  him  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  dav,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  revive,  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warranis  upon  certificates  for 
pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  I'nr  other  purposes;"  and  after  some  time 
sp.  ..I  herein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ronald  reported,  (hat  ilie  committee  had,  aecirding  to  order, 
had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  liiul  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through 
the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 
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Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Joseph  Francis  Perrault,  to  them  referred. 

A  petition  and  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants  pf  the  county  of  Essex,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscri- 
bed, was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  prosecutions  have  been  commenced  against  sundry  of 
the  petitioners  by  the  Attorney  General,  for  the  proceedings  had  in  the  said  county  against  a  certain  Joseph  William- 
son, a  British  subject,  in  the  year  1783;  that  the  said  Williamson  is  a  most  obnoxious  refugee,  and  came  into  the  said 
county,  where  his  character  and  conduct  were  justly  detested,  at  a  time  when  the  existing  laws  of  the  State,  and  a 
proclamation  of  the  Executive  expressly  inhibited  the  return  of  persons  in  his  situation,  but  in  virtue  of  a  permission 
from  the  Governor,  to  authorise  which  the  petitioners  knew  of  no  law,  the  said  Williamson  claimed  such  permission  • 
that  the  petitioners  and  other  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  county,  firm  friends  to  their  country  and  its  laws ;  thereupon' 
admonished  the  said  Williamson  to  depart  in  a  peaceable  manner;  but  by  a  contemptuous  refusal  so  to  do,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  tar  and  feather,  and  expel  him  the  county.  And  for  this  proceeding  the  said  prosecution  is  commeiiced  •  and 
they  are  informed  by  the  Attorney  General,  ex-ofticio,  that  the  petitioners  consider  such  prosecutions  as  repugnant  to  the 
principles  of  liberty,  and  if  permitted,  tending  to  punish  men  who  have  been  solely  actuated  by  a  strict  adherence 
to  the  principles  of  the  revolution,  and  a  firm  attachment  to  their  country  and  its  laws ;  while  an  irregular  execution 
of  those  laws  which  produced  the  admission  of  the  said  Williamson,  and  which  the  petitioners  consider  as  repugnant 
to  the  bill  of  rights,  is  suflcred  to  pass  unnoticed ;  and  praying  the  interference  of  the  Legislature  in  their  behalf. 

Also,  a  representation  of  the  inspectors  of  the  several  warehouses  at  Petersburg  and  Blandford,  stating  sundry- 
facts  relative  to  the  said  warehouses. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  and  representation  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  - 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  James  Barbour,  late  comity  lieutenant  of  Culpeper,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  pray- 
ing that  he  may  be  relieved  from  the  burthen  of  the  collection  of  the  tax  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the 
army  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  sherifl'  of  the  said  county  may  be  directed  to  make  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commoiiweahh  ;"  also,  on  the  bill  "  for  regulating  the  appointment  of  the  delegates  to  Congress,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  May  26,  1784. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Thomas  Towles,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Spottsylvania,  at- 
tended in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Towles  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

A  bill,  "  to  confirm  to  Anne  and  Margaret  Rose,  their  freedom  and  interest,  under  the  will  of  Walter  Robertson, 
deceased ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  petition  of  John  Wilson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in 
the  year  1776,  and  has  served  ever  since  that  period  in  this  State's  quota  of  troops,  but  having  had  the  misfortune, 
upon  his  return  home  to  lose  his  discharge,  he  has  not  been  able  to  procure  his  bounty  in  lands ;  and  praying  that  the 
same  may  be  granted  to  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Morton ;  setting  forth,  that  having  acquired  a  right  of  pre-emption  of  1 ,000  acres  of 
land,  he  applied  to  the  treasury  for  a  pre-emption  warrant,  but  was  informed  that  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly at  their  last  session,  had  forbidden  the  issuing  of  any  more  treasury  land  warrants  until  their  farther  order;  and 
praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  receive  such  warrant. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Chaplain ;  setting  forth,  that  having  purchased  sundry  pre-emption  rights  to  lands  on 
the  western  waters,  he  sent  the  certificates  to  the  auditor's  office,  and  paid  the  treasurer  the  sum  due  for  the  warrants, 
which  were  however,  by  some  mistake  omitted  to  be  taken  out;  and  praying  that  the  treasurer  may  be  directed  to 
issue  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  and  representation  of  the  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Rockey  Ridge;  setting  forth,  that  the  ware- 
houses with  the  greatest  part  of  the  tobacco  therein,  and  all  their  books  as  far  back  as  the  year  1780,  were  in  the 
month  of  March  last,  accidentally  destroyed  by  fire;  that  with  the  assistance  of  several  persons  they  saved  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  tobacco,  part  of  which  they  have  agreed  to  give  the  persons  concerned  in  saving  the  same;  tliat  they 
have  since  procured  private  warehouses  for  the  reception  of  the  tobacco  saved,  and  have  been  at  considerable  expense 
in  removing  the  same;  and  that  by  the  loss  of  their  books,  they  are  incapacitated  from  settling  with  the  treasurer,  and 
many  of  the  merchants,  some  of  whom  have  shipped  tobacco,  and  have  not  yet  received  manifests  or  paid  the  duties ; 
and  praying  that  they  may  be  indemnified  for  such  circumstances  in  their  conduct,  as  are  not  strictly  warranted  by 
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law,  but  which  they  have  been  induced  to  take  from  a  desire  of  remedying,  as  far  as  they  had  it  in  their  power,  the 
evils  resulting  from  the  destruction  of  the  said  warehouses;  and  that  the  individual  proprietors  of  the  tobacco  so  burnt 
may  be  paid  for  the  same  by  the  public. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opijiion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  to 
revive,  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for  pre- 
emption rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ronald  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again 
had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  a  further  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through 
the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 

Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  sundry  petitions  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  aftjCrwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
read,  and  are  as  foUoweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  John  M' Adam  was,  on  the  1st  day  of  February  177G,  appointed  an  officer  in  the 
5th  Virginia  regiment;  that  he  continued  in  actual  service  until  September  1778,  when  by  an  arrangement  of  the  army- 
he  became  a  supernumerary  captain;  that  in  the  winter  of  the  year  17S0,  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  troop 
of  horse  in  the  county  of  Northumberland ;  that  he  performed  the  duties  of  a  captain  in  suppressing  of  riots,  taking 
up  mutineers,  delinquent  drafts,  deserters  and  disaflected  persons,  and  conveying  them  to  Richmond,  from  the  time  of 
his  appointment  until  the  30th  of  May  1782;  and  that  he  was  upon  duty  with  his  troop  in  Gloucester,  upwards  of  a 
month  during  the  siege  of  York. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Isham  Keith  was  appointed  an  officer  in  the  1st  minute  battalion,  and  was  in 
actual  service  from  the  4th  of  October  1775  until  some  time  in  the  Spring  1776,  when  the  battalion  was  disbanded; 
that  he  was  immediately  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  the  3d  Virginia  regiment,  served  the  campaigns  of  1776  and  1777, 
when  his  ill  state  of  health  obliged  him  to  return  to  Virginia ;  and  that  in  March  he  resigned  his  commission. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Carter  Page  was  early  in  the  year  1777,  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  Col.  Bay- 
lor's regiment  of  cavalry,  and  the  year  following  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  un- 
til the  year  1779,  when  he  resigned;  that  he  acted  as  aid-de-camp  to  General  Nelson  in  the  years  1780  and  1781. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  M'Adam,  pra3'ing  to  be  allowed  a 
bounty  in  land,  is  reasonable;  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  like  quantity  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  captain. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Isham  Keith,  praying  that  a  bounty  in  lauds 
may  be  granted  him,  is  reasonable;  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  like  quantity  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  lieutenant. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Carter  Page,  praying  that  he  may  be  al- 
lowed the  same  bounty  in  lands,  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  captain,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  thii  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bote- 
tourt, praying  that  public  inspections  of  hemp  may  be  established,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Tompkins  and  Hunter,  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Claims. 

A  petition  of  Henry  Sadler,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  due  to  him  for  a  quantity  of  merchandize,  sold  to  the  agent  of  this  State  in  the  year 
1780,  for  which  he  received  a  bill  of  exchange  on  the  agent  of  this  State  in  Saint  Eustatius,  which  has  been  returned 
protested. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  e.tamine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  tiie  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  comity  of  Chesterfield,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  many  inconveniences  have  resulted,  from  the  court  day  of  the  said 
county  being  on  the  first  Friday  in  the  montli  ;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  altered  to  the  second  Thursday. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Lee,  praying  that  the  register  may  be  directed  to  give  him  a  warrant  upon  a  certi(i<-ate 
for  the  pre-emption  of  one  thousand  acres  of  land  in  tlie  western  country,  which  his  duty  as  an  officer  of  this  State's 
line  in  tiie  southern  army,  had  prevented  him  from  applying  for  before  the  register  was  instructed  to  issue  no  more. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  late  State's  line  and  State  navy;  setting  forth,  that  having  full  confidence 
in  the  laws  under  which  the  regiments  and  coi-ps  to  which  they  belonged  were  raised,  they  always  expected  to  receive 
the  same  emoluments  with  continental  officers ;  and  are  now  much  aggrieved  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  Assembly, 
prohibiting  the  auditors  issuing  warrants  for  their  half  pay ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  and  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  the  Baptist  association,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the  distinctions 
established  by  law  in  favor  of  the  Episcopal  church,  are  injurious  to  the  religious  of  all  other  denominations,  and  that 
they  consider  the  present  vesti;,  and  marriage  acts,  as  unequal  and  oppressive;  and  praying  that  perfect  and  equal 
eligious  freedoms  may  be  established- 
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Also,  a  memorial  of  the  united  clergy  of  the  Presbyterian  clmrch  in  Virginia;  setting  forth,  that  they  consider 
the  present  existing  laws  in  favor  of  the  Episcopal  church,  as  creating  invidious  and  exclusive  dibtinctions,  dan'-erous 
to  religious  freedom  ;  that  in  particular,  the  several  acts  which  recognize  that  as  the  established  church,  enable  it  to 
acquire  and  possess  property  for  ecclesiastical  purposes ;  to  celebrate  marriages  throughout  the  State,  ex-ofiicio ;  and 
that  the  laws  concerning  vestries,  are  unjust,  unequal  and  oppressive ;  and  praying  that  the  Legislature  will  do  away  all 
such  distinctions,  and  secure  their  luture  and  religious  freedom  upon  the  broad  basis  of  perfect  political  equality. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorials  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  tiie  House. 

A  petition  of  William  Carter,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  acted  as  surgeon  in 
the  continental  hospital  from  the  1st  of  July  177G,  to  the  31st  of  July  1781,  and  that  he  has  only  received  a  small 
part  of  his  pay ;  and  praying  that  the  depreciation  of  the  same  may  be  made  good  to  him,  and  that  he  may  also  be 
allowed  a  bounty  in  land. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  th.: 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bill  "for  regulating  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  Congress,"  being  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  May  27,  1784, 


An  engrossed  bill,  "to  confirm  to  Anne  and  Margaret  Rose,  their  freedom  and  hiterest,  under  the  will  of  Walter 
Robertson,  deceased;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass  ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  confirm  to  Anne  and  Margaret  Rose,  their 
freedom  and  interest,  under  the  will  of  Walter  Robertson,  deceased. " 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jones  of  King  George,  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der, had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as 
foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Monon- 
galia, praying  a  division  of  the  said  county,  by  a  line  to  begin  at  the  fork,  on  the  land  of  John  Gofl",  thence  a  direct 
course  to  the  head  waters  of  Big  Sandy  creek,  thence  down  the  said  creek  to  the  Tyger's  Valley-Fork  of  Monongalia 
river,  thence  down  the  same  to  the  mouth  of  the  Westfork  river,  thence  up  the  same  to  the  mouth  of  Bic:erman's  creek, 
thence  up  the  said  creek  to  the  line  of  Ohio  county,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  sundry  persons  residing  on  the  south  side 
of  Appomattox  river,  praying  that  an  inspection  of  tobacco  may  be  established  on  the  lots  of  land  lying  in  the  town  of 
Petersburg,  belonging  to  Elizabeth  Spencer,  Ann  Swann  Saunders  and  Daniel  Wooldbridge,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  part  of  the  petition  of  sundry  persons  in  behalf  of 
themselves  and  others,  as  prays  that  the  tobacco,  which  was  lost  by  the  burning  of  the  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridge, 
may  be  made  good  to  the  several  persons  injured,  by  the  General  Assembly,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition  as  prays  that  provision 
may  be  made  for  rebuilding  the  said  warehouses,  be  rejected ;  the  same  being  already  provided  for  by  law. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  commissioners  ought  to  be  appointed  to  inquire  into,  and 
state  the  testimony  touching  the  losses  sustained  by  the  burning  of  the  said  warehouses,  as  well  as  the  conduct  of  the 
inspectors,  and  make  report  thereof  to  the  General  Assembly. 

The  1st  and  3d  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time  ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  2d  resolution  was  read  a  second  time ;  and  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee. 

The  4th  and  5th  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  3d  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  do  settle  the  accounts  of  Doctor  William  Carter,  late  surgeon  to 
the  hospital  established  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  under  the  direction  of  Doctor  Rickman ;  and  that  they  pass  to 
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the  said  Carter  a  certificate  for  the  balance  due  him  thereon,  to  be  paid  in  like  manner  as  military  certificates  are 

paid. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  nine  members,  be,  and  they  are  herebj'  authorised  and  required,  to  examine  into 
and  state  the  testimony  touchinc  the  losses  sustained  by  the  burning  of  the  wareliouses  at  Rocky  Ridge;  to  examine 
into,  and  state  the  conduct  of  the  inspectors ;  also,  to  state  the  expense  of  saving,  reprising  and  storage  of  tobacco 
taken  out  of  the  said  warehouses,  and  make  report  thereof  to  the  General  Assembly. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Richard  liCe,  Sherwin,  Bartlett  Anderson,  William  Watkins,  Wood, 
Strother,  Southall,  and  Taylor  of  Southampton. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  foUoweth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  James  Belsches,  setting  forth,  that  upon 
a  liquidation  of  his  accounts  ibr  supplying  the  troops  of  this  State  with  provisions,  agreeable  to  a  contract  made  with 
the  Executive,  there  is  due  to  him  from  the  public  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  which  he  cannot  obtain  payment  of; 
and  praying  (as  he  is  about  to  leave  the  State)  that  the  treasurer  may  be  directed  to  make  him  immediate  payment 
thereof,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petitions  of  John  Stadner  and  Williaiu  Simpson,  pray- 
ing relief,  in  consideration  of  the  wounds  which  they  have  received  whilst  in  the  service  of  their  country  as  soldiers, 
durins?  the  late  war,  are  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Archibald  Goode,  praying  relief  in  consi- 
deration of  a  violent  rheumatic  disorder,  w  hich  he  contracted  whilst  a  soldier  during  the  late  war,  and  which  has  ren- 
dered him  unable  to  support  himself  and  family  by  labor,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  put  on 
the  list  of  pensioners. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Matthew  Anderson,  setting  forth,  that 
being  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  this  State  during  the  late  war,  he  is  now  disabled  by  infirmities,  from  procuring  a 
livelihood  by  labor,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  five  pounds  per  an- 
num, for  the  term  of  two  years. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Edward  Carrington  and  Ambrose  Boha- 
nan,  setting  forth,  that  between  the  month  of  June  1778,  and  the  last  of  April  1780,  several  considerable  sums  of 
money  were  advanced  to  the  petitioner,  Bohanan,  as  paymaster  to  Colonel  Harrison's  regiment  of  artillery,  for  the 
pay,  ccruiting  and  other  purposes  of  the  said  regiment,  most  of  which  sums  stand  charged  to  him,  but  in  some  in- 
stances to  the  other  petitioner,  Carrington,  as  being  advanced  by  his  orders ;  that  for  the  disbursement  of  the  said 
monej',  they  were  possessed  of  vouchers,  but  unfortunately  they  were  destroyed  with  the  baggage  of  the  said  regi- 
ment at  Camden,  on  the  IGth  of  August  1780;  that  they  have  no  mode  of  settling  their  accounts  for  the  money  so 
received  by  them,  unless  their  oaths  are  admitted  as  sufficient  evidence;  and  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  directed 
to  admit  the  same  as  sufficient  proof  of  the  disbursement  thereof,  is  reasonable ;  so  far  as  respects  monies  advanced 
for  the  use  of  the  said  regiment,  inmicdiately  out  of  the  paymaster's  office,  with  the  main  array,  between  the  dates 
above  mentioned. 

The  Isl,  2d,  3d  and  5th  resolutions  were  severally  read;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

The  4th  resolution  was  read  a  second  time ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  2d,  3d  and  5tli  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  con- 
currence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  revive,  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for 
pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Ijand  Office,  and  for  otlier  purposes;"  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der, IkuI  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  there- 
to, wiiich  lie  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  slate 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  .Mr.  Tazewell  re|)ort- 
ed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonvvtalth  under  their  consideration, 
and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  Thai  an  additional  duty  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
ought  to  be  imposed  on  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  imported  into  this  State,  which  are  now  subject  to  a  duty 
of  one  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  and  that  the  amount  of  such  additional  duty  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
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quotas  which  have  been,  or  may  be  required  by  Congress,  from  this  State:  Provided,  that  the  same  shall  cease  so 
soon  as  the  impost  recommended  by  Congress  shall  iiave  been  adopted  by  all  the  States  in  the  Union. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Ronald, 
Jones  of  King  George,  Cary  and  Carrington,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Claiborne  of  Brunswick,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Mon- 
day se'nnight. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  revive 
and  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  providing  against  inva- 
sions and  insurrections." 

Mr.  Taiewell  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Essex,  to  them  referred, 
and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeih: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  petition  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  an  act  of  Assem- 
bly ought  to  pass,  to  prevent  the  filing  of  informations  by  the  attorney  general  of  this  Commonwealth,  under  certain  re- 
strictions ;  and  that  all  irregularities  committed  by  any  of  the  citizens  of  this  State  on  the  persons  or  properties  of  re- 
fugees, previous  to  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  America  and  Great  Britian,  should  be  in- 
demnified by  law,  and  buried  in  utter  oblivion. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Cary  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their 
consideration,  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Warwick,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  reso- 
lution thereupon,  which  he  read  in  bis  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  xlerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
read,  and  is  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  tiie  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  War- 
wick, whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  for  a  general  assessment  upon  all  titheables 
of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  support  of  the  christian  religion  within  the  same,  is  reasonable. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  John  Austin,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  reso- 
lution thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  a  certificate  of  Col.  Adam  Stephens,  that  the  petitioner  ^erved  several  years 
as  a  sergeant  and  serjeant-major,  during  the  last  war  against  the  French  and  Indians. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioner  again  entered  into  the  service  of  his  country  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  war  with  the  British,  and  continued  until  the  end  thereof;  and  in  consequence  of  the  fatigues 
and  hardships  which  he  has  suffered,  his  constitution  is  impaired;  and  also,  that  he  is  advanced  in  years;  from  which 
consideration  your  committee  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Austin,  praying  relief,  is  rea- 
sonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  as  a  sergeant-major. 

The  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time;  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  to  amend  the  same 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  is  reasonable,  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners  as  a  sergeant- 
major;"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words  "be  rejected;" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  aflirmative. 

And  then  the  resolution,  so  amended,  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  be  empowered,  and  he  is  hereby  de- 
sired, to  e.\amine  into  the  several  matters  contained  in  the  petition  of  Joseph  Francis  Perrault,  which  hath  been  pre- 
sented to  tiie  present  session  of  Assembly,  and  after  having  ascertained  the  balance  due  on  the  account  therein  men- 
tioned,   if  any  balance  shall  appear  to  be  due)  to  pass  to  the  said  Perrault  a  warrant  lor  the  same. 

And  tlie  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  lime  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
A  petition  of  Roger  Williamson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  com- 
missary for  the  garrison  at  Yorktown,  during  the  time  that  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Brown  were  commissary  generals  for 
the  State;  that  he  was  induced  while  he  continued  in  office,  from  the  sufierings  of  the  troops,  and  the  unwillingness  of 
the  people  to  rely  on  the  public  for  payment,  to  pass  his  bond  for  the  payment  of  such  provisions  as  the  garrison  then 
stodcl  in  need  of,  to  one  Richard  Mackintosh,  who  has  since  obtained  a  judgment  and  sued  out  execution  thereupon; 
and  the  petitioner  has  been  compelled  to  pay  the  debt,  amoniiting  to  upwards  of  forty  pounds  and  the  costs  of  the  said 
suit,  to  the  great  distress  of  his  family ;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  reimbursed  him  by  the  public. 
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Ordered  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Petersburg,  Blaudford,  Pocahontas  and  their  vicinity,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  from  a  rapid  increase  of  commerce,  the  population  of  the  above 
mentioned  places  has  been  much  increased,  and  that  it  will  contribute  in  a  great  measure  to  their  future  happiness  and 
prosperity,  if  the  said  towns  were  incorporated  ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  efiect. 

Also  a  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  traders  on  James  and  Appomattox  rivers;  setting  forth,  that  it  would  con- 
tribute creatly  to  the  prosperity  of  the  tobacco  trade,  and  prevent  those  evils  which  have  resulted  from  the  want  of  in-~ 
tecritv  in  inspectors,  if  their  salaries  were  so  increased  as  to  induce  men  of  principle  and  character,  to  accept  of  that 
office  •  and  also  if  the  emoluments  of  the  pickers  were  made  sufficient  to  induce  a  constant  attention  to  their  business ;  that 
thev  labor  under  many  inconveniences  from  the  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  hands  attending  at  the  warehouses  for 
the  delivery  of  the  tobacco;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  increasing  the  salaries  of  tlie  inspectors,  and  emolu- 
ments of  the  pickers,  so  as  to  produce  the  desired  effect;  and  that  they  may  be  empowered  to  appoint  a  sufficient 
number  of  assistants  for  the  purpose  aboveraentioned,  and  pay  them  out  of  the  public  money  in  their  hands  ;  and  that 
an  exemplary  punishment  may  be  inflicted  on  those  who  shall  be  convicted  of  stealing  tobacco  from  the  warehouses. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  and  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  delegates  of  this  State  in 
Con'^-ress  and  others,  respecting  the  claim  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais  against  this  State ;  which  were  read. 

^Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  and  enclosures  as  relate  to  the  claim  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  Commerce;  and  that  the  other  part  of  the  said  letters  and  enclosures,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Lewis  Abraham  Pauley,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  having  the  di- 
rection of  a  considerable  house  in  Paris,  he  was  induced  by  the  extensive  advances  given  to  the  Sieur  Penett,  by  the 
State  of  Virginia,  to  make  considerable  advances  to  him  of  military  stores  and  clothing;  upon  a  supposition,  that  he 
would  be  enabled  to  comply  with  all  his  engagements  ;  but  to  his  great  mortification,  the  bills  he  received  in  payment 
of  his  demand  were  protested,  after  he  had  made  himself  liable  for  the  amount  thereof :  in  consequence  of  which,  he 
was  compelled  to  leave  his  native  country,  the  credit  of  his  house  having  been  destroyed  by  their  failure;  and  praying 
that  provision  may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  his  said  demand. 

Ordered,  That  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce ;  that  they  do  examine  the  mat- 
ter thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  for  re- 
p^lating  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  Congress,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  May  28,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  '•  to  revive,  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  giving  farther  time  to  obtain  war- 
runis  upon  certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and  returning  certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  '  for  establishing  a  Land  Office, 
and  ascertaining  the  terms  and  manner  of  granting  waste  and  unappropriated  lands." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Henry  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding 
the  paper  money;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  connnittee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  comity  of  Chesterfield,  to  them  referred, 
and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  wliich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foiloweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of 
Chesterfield,  praying  that  courts  for  the  said  county  may  be  held  on  the  second  Thursday,  instead  of  the  first  Friday 
in  each  month,  be  rejected ;  it  not  appearing  to  the  said  committee  that  the  purport  of  the  said  petition  was  fixed  at 
the  door  of  the  courthouse  in  the  said  county,  agreeable  to  an  order  of  the  House. 

M\\  Madison  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  progress  made  by  the  commissioners, 
employed  in  settling  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  this  State,  and  into  the  difficulties  which  may  impede 
the  same,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  proceeded  to  the  said  inquiries,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report, 
and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  !«■  read  in  ills  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read  ami  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foiloweth: 

It  appears,  from  the  inijuiries  of  your  committee,  that  no  progress  has  yet  been  made  in  the  settlement  of  the 
said  accounts. 
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It  appears,  t'roni  the  representation  of  the  said  commissioner,  tliat  he  arrived  at  this  place  in  September  last,  and 
has  been  since  iu  readiness  to  receive  and  examine,  both  the  debits  of  the  State  and  tiic  demands  of  its  citizens  against 
the  United  States,  but  that  neither  the  former  nor  the  latter  have  been  presented  to  him  for  that  purpose. 

It  appears,  from  the  representation  of  the  solicitor,  who  was  instructed  to  prepare  a  statement  of  the  debts  of  this 
Commonwealth  against  the  United  States,  that  he  has  executed  the  task,  but  has  foreborne  to  present  the  accounts  for 
settlement,  alleging,  principally  as  his  reason  therefor,  that  as  the  powers  of  the  commissioner  were  restrained  to 
the  debits  which  are  allowed  by  the  existing  resolutions  of  Congress,  he  was  apprehensive  that  a  partial  settlement, 
disallowing  so  great  a  proportion  of  the  expenses  for  which  Virginia  expects  reimbursement,  might  detract  from  her 
future  claim  of  reimbursement. 

It  further  appears  to  your  comraitttee,  that  the  non-settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  in- 
dividuals within  this  State,  so  far  as  the  claims  of  the  latter  are  authorised  by  resolutions  of  Congress,  has  been  owing 
to  the  provision  made  by  law  for  liquidating  such  accounts  in  common  with  others,  in  a  mode  whicli  makes  the  Coni- 
momvealth  debtor  to  such  individuals,  and  invests  it  with  the  claims  of  the  latter  against  the  United  States : 

Whereupon,  resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  That  the  solicitor  be  instructed  to  submit  forthwith 
to  the  commissioner  aforesaid,  all  the  accounts  and  claims  whatever  of  this  Commonwealth  against  the  United  States, 
which  he  may  be  authorised  by  resolutions  of  Congress,  to  liquidate;  that  the  said  soHcitor  support  the  same  by  the 
best  proofs  and  vouchers,  which  the  cases  may  respectively  admit;  and  that  he  prepare  a  statement  under  proper 
heads  and  descriptions,  of  all  such  claims  as  are  not  yet  allowed  by  resolutions  of  Congress,  and  lay  the  same  before 
the  General  Assembly,  at  their  next  session. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  White  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Friday  next ;  Mr.  Hubard, 
until  Monday  se'nnight;  and  Mr.  Edward  Carter,  until  Thursday  se'nnight. 

A  petition  of  John  Webb,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  paymaster 
and  clothier  to  the  State  navy,  and  had  settled  all  his  accounts  with  the  auditors  for  his  disbursements,  except  for  a 
quantity  of  goods,  which  were  destroyed  in  the  year  1781,  by  the  troops  under  Lord  Cornwallis  at  the  Point  of  Fork, 
and  which  they  have  refused  to  allow  in  his  said  accounts;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  placed  to  his  credit. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Gist;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  an  officer  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  General 
Washington,  in  the  year  1758,  and  was,  in  consideration  of  his  being  wounded  and  made  prisoner  by  the  Indians, 
in  the  year  1763,  allowed  by  the  General  Assembly  an  annuity  of  forty  pounds  per  annum,  for  life,  which  he  has  re- 
ceived regularly  until  the  year  1779,  since  which,  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  having  been  destrojed,  the 
auditors  do  not  think  themselves  authorised  to  grant  him  a  warrant  for  his  arrearages,  and  to  continue  his  annual  al- 
lowance; and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Walter  Baker,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  acquired  a  right 
to  the  pre-emption  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  but  finds  himself  precluded  by  a  resolution  of  the  last 
Assembly,  from  obtaining  a  warrant  for  the  same  ;  and  praying  that  the  register  may  be  directed  to  issue  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Patrick  Doran,  to  the  same  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Murray;  setting  forth,  that  very  early  in  the  year  1776,  he  received  an  appointment 
in  the  regular  army,  in  which  he  continued  until  the  situation  of  his  private  affairs  compelled  him  to  resign ;  and 
praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  such  a  bounty  in  lands,  as  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  his  services  merit. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico ;  setting  forth,  that  the  dividing 
line  between  the  counties  is  the  main  run  of  Chickahominy  Swamp,  the  frequent  alterations  and  stoppages  of  which 
have  been  productive  of  many  inconveniences  to  the  petitioners,  proprietors  of  lands  on  the  said  swamp;  and  praying 
that  the  said  line  may  be  ascertained  and  established  in  such  manner,  as  to  this  House  shall  appear  just  and  right. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Coleman,  William  Lane  and  Thomas  Respess;  praying  that  they  may  be  permitted  to 
pay  into  the  treasury,  a  balance  of  paper  money  which  they  received  as  commissioners  of  the  tax  for  the  county  of 
Loudoun,  under  an  act  passed  in  the  year  1780,  and  which  remained  in  their  hands  after  paying  the  bounties  of  the 
soldiers  in  that  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  mailer  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Huuse. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  for  regulat- 
ing the  appointment  of  the  delegates  to  Congress  ;  and  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  that  the  committee  liad,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  when 
the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  ilie  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  me  chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  reported, 
thai  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  agam  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  lable,  where 
the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 
H  4 
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Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opiiuon  of  this  committee.  That  all  ships  and  other  vessels  trading  to  this  Commonwealth 
from  foreign  parts,  oiignt  to  be  restricted  from  entering  certain  pons  for  hiding  and  unlading. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  bruught  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution  ;  and  that  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Henry, 
Madison,  Ronald,  William  Anderson,  Gary,  Jones  of  King  George,  Kearnes  and  Matthews,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same 

Resolved,  That  this. House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Comraonvveahh. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  i)ad  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are 
as  fblloweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  there  is  due  to  the  said  Richard  Winston,  the  sum  of  1,196/.  l^s.  Ad.  specie. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Richai'd  Winston,  is  reasonable ; 
and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  issue  their  warrants  in  favor  of  the  petitioner,  for  the  said  sum  of  1,196L  19*.  4rf.  with 
an  allowance  of  two  year's  interest  tiiereon,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  per  annum,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  two  tenths 
of  the  revenue,  directed  to  be  reserved  in  the  treasury  by  the  appropriation  act,  which  passed  in  May  1782. 

The  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  same  committee. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "concerning  wills,  the  distribution  of  intestates'  estates,  and  the 
duty  of  executors  and  administrators  ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Nicholas  Cabell,  Clarke,  Wilson  Gary  Nicholas,  Breckenridge, 
Stuart,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  and  Carrington,  dp  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  Land  Office,  and  to  make  report  of 
the  situation  of  the  same ;  and  of  the  profits  arising  therefrom,  since  the  appointment  of  the  register  to  the  present 
Assembly. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Breckenridge,  Stuart,  Cary,  Thomas  Smith,  Garland  Anderson, 
Matthews,  John  Watkins,  Jones  of  King  George,  Kearnes,  and  Bartlett  Anderson. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "directing  the  course  of  descents;"  and  that  Nicholas  Cabell, 
Jones  of  King  George,  Henry,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Thomas  Smith,  Armistead,  Allen,  Matthews  and  Tazewell,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Arthur  Lee,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1777  he  made 
considerable  advances  from  his  private  purse  to  the  agent  of  this  State  in  France,  for  the  purchase  of  military  stores 
and  clothing  for  our  troops;  and  that  upon  a  settlement  of  his  accounts,  a  considerable  balance  was  found  due  to  him; 
for  which  he  received  the  promissory  notes  of  the  commercial  agent,  part  of  which  only  have  been  paid ;  and  pray- 
ing that  provision  may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  balance. 

Also,  a  petition  of  TJiomas  Bentley;  praying  that  provision  maybe  made  for  the  payment  of  the  hquidated 
balance  due  to  him,  for  money  advanced  lor  the  support  of  our  troops  in  the  western  country. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  May  29,  1784. 

Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

A  bill,  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State;"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Tazewell  j)resented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  di- 
viding the  county  of  Monongalia;"  and  the  same  was  receis'ed  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

The  House  beinu  informed  that  William  Pickett,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over 
on  Thursday,  the  13th  inst. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Pickett  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  iMorion,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Nicholas  Cabell,  and  Taylor  of  Southampton,  have  leave 
lo  be  absent  from  tlie  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday  se'nnight. 

A  motion  was  made,  th;it  thr  House  (lo  come  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  act,  eniitle<l  "an  act,  for  the  revision  of  the  laws,"  a  revisal  of  the  laws  of  this 
Corninoiiwealth  has  been  exveuted  «ith  great  labor  and  care,  and  reported  to  the  General  Assembly  by  the  committee 
appointed  fr  the  said  purpose:  and  wlieicas,  it  is  highly  expedient    that  the  said  revisal  ■.ii'ul-l  as  early  as  possible  , 
undergo  the  consitleration;  unJ  if  approved,  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature  :  and  whereas,  it  is  necessary  for 


that  purpose,  and  moreover  for  the  purpose  of  aflbrding  to  the  citizens  at  large,  an  opportunity  of  examining  and  con- 
siderinu,  a  work  which  proposes  sucli  various  and  material  changes  in  our  legal  code,  tliat  the  same  should  be  printed, 
and  copies  thereof  diffused  throughout  the  community: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  House,  be  empowered  and  directed  to  make  out  a  complete  set  of  the  bills  con- 
tained in  the  said  revisal,  as  originally  reported;  and  after  the  same  shall  have  been  inspected  and  approved  by  the 
members  of  the  committee  of  Revisal,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  cause  five  hundred  copies  thereof  to  be  forthwith  printed; 
that  of  the  copies,  when  printed,  one  shall  be  delivered  to  ea<h  member  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  the  Executive,  of 
the  General  Court,  of  the  Courts  of  Chancery  and  Admiralty,  to  the  Attorney  General,  and  to  each  of  the  delegates 
representing  this  State  in  Congress;  and  that  the  residue  of  the  said  copies  be  distributed  throughout  the  several  coun 
ties  by  the  Executive,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  judge  most  conducive  to  the  end  proposed. 

Resolved,  That  the  money  necessary  for  carrying  the  preceding  resolution  into  eflect,  be  advanced  by  the  trea- 
surer on  warrant  from  the  auditors,  out  of  the  first  unappropriated  money  which  shall  come  into  his  hands. 

And  whereas,  no  allowance  hath  hitherto  been  made  to  the  committee  of  revisors  aforesaid,  for  their  labor  and 
expenses  in  executing  their  important  trust; 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  be  allowed  to  each  member  who  shall  have  actually  par- 

ticipated in  the  work,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  warrant  from  the  auditors,  out  of  any  unappropriated  money 
which  may  be  in  his  hands. 

The  1st  and  2d  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  bv 
the  House. 

The  3d  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  1st  and  2d  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  be  directed  to  furnish  to  the  continental  commissioner  of  army  ac- 
counts, such  returns  and  copies,  as  he  may  from  time  to  time  require,  respecting  monies,  which  have  been  or  hereaf- 
ter may  be  credited  or  accounted  for,  by  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  as  having  received  the  same  on  ac- 
count of  the  United  States ;  and  that  they  be  empowered  to  employ  an  additional  clerk  for  that  purpose,  as  long  as 
may  be  necessary. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accordin"-  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  resolution,  respecting  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Doctor  William  Carter 
late  surgeon  to  the  hospital  at  Williamsburg,  to  them  committed,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  as  foUowetii : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  do  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
said  William  Carter,  late  surgeon  to  the  hospital  established  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  under  the  direction  of  Doctor 
Rickman ;  and  that  they  pass  to  the  said  Carter,  a  certificate  for  the  balance  due  to  him  thereon,  to  be  paid  in  like  man- 
ner as  military  certificates. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  wiiole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  IMr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  folioweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  an  act  of  Assembly  ought  to  pass,  to  prevent  the  filing  of 
informations  by  the  Attorney  General  of  this  Commonwealth,  under  certain  restrictions. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  an  act  of  pardon  ought  to  pass,  pursuant  to  the  prayer  of  a 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Essex,  presented  to  the  present  General  Assembly,  for  certain  irregu- 
larities, committed  by  the  petitioners  against  a  certain  Joseph  Williamson,  previous  to  the  ratification  of  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  between  America  and  Great  Britain. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Roane,  Henry,  and 
Alexander  White,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  2d  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Roane,  Taylor 
of  Caroline,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Temple  and  Matthews,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  again  resolve  itself  inter  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
■the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  iVom  the  Attorney  General,  res- 
pecting the  claim  of  Sincoh  Naltram  against  this  State;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Arthur  Graves  and  Benjamin  Beasley,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that 
they  have  not  received  their  salaries  as  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Warwick  warehouse,  for  the  years  1780  and  1781 ,  and 
the  auditors  do  not  now  think  themselves  authorised  to  urant  the.n  specie  warrants  for  the  same;  and  praj^ing  that 
they  may  be  directed  to  settle  their  accounts,  and  grant  them  warrants  for  the  balances  which  shall  appear  to  be  due. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  refeired  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Thornton  Taylor,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  May  1777,  he  was 
appointed  an  ensign  in  the  3d  Virginia  regiment,  and  continued  in  service  until  an  arrangement  took  place  in  the 
army,  in  the  year  1778,  by  which  he  became  a  supernumerary;  that  he  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  a  conductor  of 
military  stores,  and  as  a  deputy  field  commissary  general  of  the  same,  until  the  surrender  of  Charlestown ;  and 
praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  such  a  bounty  in  lands  as  his  services  merit. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  David  Brown,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  a  certain  Peter  Hopwood, 
who  was  employed  by  the  petitioner  as  a  schoolmaster  in  his  family,  did,  some  time  in  the  year  1782,  commit  a  rape 
on  an  infant  daughter  of  the  petitioner,  then  about  twelve  years  of  age,  and  afterwards  by  threats  and  other  artifices, 
seduced  her  away  from  the  petitioner's  family,  and  prevailed  upon  her  to  enter  into  a  pretended  marriage,  celebrated 
by  one  Peter  Misliler,  who  is  neither  a  minister,  nor  possesses  any  lawful  authority  to  celebrate  the  rights  of  matri- 
mony; that  the  petitioner  is  informed  that  the  ceremony  was  a  written  form  received  from  a  Lutheran  schoolmaster, 
without  the  use  of  the  ring,  without  license  or  publication  of  banns,  and  that  neither  of  the  parties  made  the  responses, 
no  person  being  present  but  Mishler  and  his  wife;  and  praying  that  such  marriage  may  be  annulled,  or  such  other  re- 
lief granted  him  in  the  premises  as  his  case  requires. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

And  llien  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  11  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  May  31,  1784. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Philip  Rocheblaw,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  commandant  at 
tJie  Illinois,  when  that  country  was  reduced  by  the  troops  under  the  command  of  General  Clarke;  that  he  was  made 
prisoner  and  suflered  great  indignity  and  injury  in  his  person  and  property;  and  praying  that  his  loss  of  property  may 
be  indemnified. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Pelham;  praying  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  may  be  directed  to  liquidate 
his  account  of  depreciation  for  pay  due  him  for  services  in  the  medical  department. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Bradley;  praying  relief,  in  consideration  of  wounds  received  whilst  a  soldier  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  and  which  have  disabled  him  from  labor. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Berkeley  and  Hampshire,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  present  extent  and  situation  of  the  said  counties  is  very 
inconvenient  to  the  petitioners  and  others,  by  reason  of  their  remoteness  and  difiiculty  of  access  to  the  courthouse ;  that 
it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  petitioners  as  well  as  of  general  public  utility,  to  lay  ofl'  a  new  county  from  a 
part  of  the  said  counties  of  Berkeley  and  Hampshire,  agreeable  to  certain  boundaries  therein  expressed,  and  to  estab- 
lish the  seat  of  justice  for  the  same  at  the  town  of  Bath;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  effect;  and  moreover,  praying  that  the  courthouse  of  the  said  county  of  Hampshire  may  be  removed  to  the 
town  of  Moorfield, 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  pray- 
ing that  the  proprietary  Land  Ofiice  of  the  Northern  Neck,  may  be  established  by  law  an  office  of  Record,  so  as  to 
obtain  due  faitli  and  credit;  that  a  register  may  be  appointed,  and  the  fees  of  the  said  office  regulated. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Richmond  and  Northumberlaild,  whose 
names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  setting  forth,  the  advantages  and  security  of  an  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Rust's  in 
the  said  county  of  Westmoreland ;  and  praying  that  the  petition  for  establishing  an  inspection  at  Kinsale  may  be  re- 
jected, or  tliat  liie  said  inspection  at  Rust's  may  be  revived  and  continued. 

Ordered,  That  tiie  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  tiiercof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  tiie  House. 

A  bill,  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Monongalia;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time. 

Tiie  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Bowyer,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge,  attended 
In  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  .John  Bowyer  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Michael  Bowyer,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Augusta,  attended 
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in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms ;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was   called 
over  on  Thursday,  the  13th  uistant; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Michael  Bowyer  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of 
Martinsburg  in  the  county  of  Berkeley,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  that  Messrs.  Hunter,  and  Alexander  AVhite,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Matthews  reported,  according  to  order,  the  amendments  made  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Fri- 
day last,  to  the  bill  "  for  regulating  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  Congress ;"  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  i"ead  the  third  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  register  of  the  Land  Office;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  situation  of  the  said  Office. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  loss  of  tobacco  by  the  destruction  of  the  warehouses 
at  Rocky  Ridge  by  fire,  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  prevent  the  importation 
of  slaves;"  and  that  Messrs.  Alexander  White,  Watkins,  Cropper,  Corbin  and  Tazewell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  establishing  county 
courts,  and  for  regulating  the  proceedings  therein ;"  and  tiiat  Messrs.  Heath,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Stuart,  Wilson 
Cary  Nicholas,  Carrington,  Alexander  White,  Taaewell,  Richard  Lee,  Madison  and  Breckenridge,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "to  confirm  to  Anne  and  Margaret  Rose,  their  freedom J^ 
and  interest,  under  the  will  of  Walter  Robinson,  deceased ;''  and  "  to  establish  a  town  on  the  land  of  Francis  Conway, 
in  the  county  of  King  George;"  also,  to  the  resolutions,  for  allowing  Charles  de  Klauman,  a  bounty  in  lands;  andti^ 
for  adjusting  the  accounts  of  Joseph  Francis  Perrault.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  made  a  further  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
-tate  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Brent,  and  John  Bowyer,  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ; 
Messrs.  Alexander  White  and  Michael  Bowyer,  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  and  Mr.  Porter,  to  the  com- 
•nittees  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  and  for  Religion;  and  Mr.  Heath,  to  the  committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Jones  of  King  George,  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to 
explain  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chancery ;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to 
regulate  the  elections,  and  enforce  the  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly." 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  treasurer,  enclosing  a  list  of  articles  deposited  in  the  trea- 
sury, which  had  been  contributed  for  the  relief  of  the  Virginia  troops,  prisoners  m  Charlestowa ;  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  June  1,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  dividing  the  county  of  Monongalia ;"    was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein 
iilled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  dividing  the  county  of  Monongalia." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concun-ence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  ibr  regulating  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  Congress;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  a 
blank  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  regulating  the  appointment  of  delegates  to 
Congress." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  establishing  a  High  Court  of  Chancery  ;"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Thursday  next, 
I  4 
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The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  James  Adams,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Campbell,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over 
on  Thursday,  the  13th  ultimo; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  James  Adams  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  presented,   according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled   '  an  act,  for  preventing 

the  further  importation  of  slaves ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Berkeley,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 

to  the  House,  and  read ;  in  opposition  to  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Hampshire  and  Berkeley, 

praying  that  a  new  county  may  he  formed  out  of  a  part  of  the  said  two  counties. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Alexander  M'Clannahan ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  colonel  to  the  7th  Virginia  re- 
giment in  the  year  1775,  and  continued  until  May  1778,  when  he  was  compelled  by  illness  conti-acted  from  the  seve- 
rity of  service  in  the  campaigns  of  177G  and  1777,  to  resign  his  commission,  not  having  served  the  full  term  of  three 
years,  whicii  would  have  entitled  him  to  a  bounty  in  lands;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  such  bounty  in  lands  as  his  ser- 
vices may  merit. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  president  and  trustees  of  Hampden  Sydney  College ;  setting  forth,  that  the  funds  of  the 
said  College  are  inadequate  to  its  support  and  the  erection  of  the  necessary  buildings  ;  and  praying  that  the  Legisla- 
ture will  aid  their  funds  by  a  grant  of  four  hundred  acres  of  confiscated  land,  late  the  property  of  Speirs  and  Com- 
pany in  the  neigliborliood  of  the  said  College. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Augustine  Seaton,  guardian  to  George  Seaton;  setting  forth,  that  his  ward's  estate  consists  of 
lands,  from  which  no  means  can  be  derived,  either  for  the  support  of  the  said  ward,  or  for  paying  the  taxes  arising  on 
the  land  ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  authorising  the  sale  of  a  part  of  the  said  land,  the  money  arising  from 
which  to  be  vested  in  the  purchase  of  slaves,  and  applied  to  the  support  of  his  said  ward. 
^  Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 

jPl^mine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 
_^  ^         A  petition  of  William   Bush,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  a  soldier  in  Gen- 
^leral  Clarke's  regiment,  and  furnished  sundry  provisions  to  the  troops,  his  claim  for  which  he  was  prevented  by  his 
duty  in  the  regiment  from  presenting  to  the  western  commissioners;  and  praying  that  his  claim  may  be  examined  and 
allowed. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Bronan  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  an  artificer  in  the  public  service,  and  during  his 
time  of  service  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  violent  disorder,  which  deprived  him  of  the  use  of  one  side,  and  renders 
him  unable  to  labor;  and  praying  relief 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Cropper,  jun.  county  lieutenant  of  Accomac ;  setting  forth,  that  from  the  exposed  and 
detached  situation  of  the  said  county,  he  was,  during  the  late  war,  obliged  to  draw  from  the  public  collectors,  and  ex- 
pend money  by  them  received  for  taxes,  in  necessary  supplies  for  the  militia  and  troops  in  service ;  that  he  was  also 
obliged  to  expend  sums  of  his  own  money  for  the  same  purposes,  and  particularly  in  the  care  and  support  of  sundry 
wounded,  as  well  British  as  Americans,  whom  he  was  constrained,  being  a  prisoner  with  the  enemy,  to  engage  for  the 
care  and  support  of;  and  praying  that  his  said  claims  may  be  examined,  and  the  said  monies  reimbursed  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying 
that  the  collection  of  the  ensuing  May  tax  be  suspended,  until  the  people  can  have  the  benefit  of  another  crop  to  ena- 
ble them  to  pay  the  same ;  and  also,  that  all  the  public  properly  not  necessary  to  be  retained  for  public  use,  may  be 
sold  for  military  certificates  in  their  present  depreciated  state,  as  a  means  of  redeeming  a  proportion  of  the  public  debt. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Bibb,  Henry,  Kearnes,  Mattheivs,  Godwin,  Southall,  Taze- 
well, Ronald  and  Langiiorne ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  there- 
«     upon,  to  tile  House. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Wliereas,  no  allowance  hath  hitherto  been  made  to  the  committee  of  Revisors,  appointed  under  an  act,  entitled 
"an  act,  tor  the  revision  of  the  laws,"  for  their  labor  and  expenses  in  executing  their  important  trust; 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  each,  be  allowed  to  the  Honorable  Edmund  Pendleton,  George 

Wythe  and  Thomas  Jeflcrson,  Esquires,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  warrant  from  the  auditors,  out  of  any  unap- 
propriated money  in  his  hands. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  w  as,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee for  Courts  of  Justice. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "directing  the  mode  of  sueing  out  and  prosecuting  writs  of  ha-  ■ 
^      beas  corpus ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Alexander  White,  Jones  of  King  George,  and  Madison,  do  prepare  and  bring  " 
the  same. 

Mr.  Roane  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "granting  pardon  to  certain  persons;"  and  the  same  was  receivJ 
ed  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
.»  Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,    from  the  committee  of  Clai'tis,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un 

der  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Holt  Richeson,  to  them  referred,  and  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to 
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solution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Holt  Richeson,  stands  charged  on  the  auditors'  books  with  the  sum  of  It 
21,000/.  paper  money,  which  was  advanced  for  the  pay  of  a  regiment  of  militia  commanded  by  him  to  the  south- 
ward, in  the  year  1780. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  William  Ryall,  that  he  acted  as  paymaster  to 
the  said  regiment  of  militia,  and  did  receive  from  the  petitioner  the  said  sum  of  money,  tlie  principal  of  which  he 
paid  to  the  soldiers  of  the  said  regiment,  and  took  receipts  for  tiie  same ;  that  the  balance  ol"  the  money  which  re- 
mained in  his  hands,  together  witli  the  said  receipts,  he  lodged  with  the  baggage  of  Colonel  AVilliani  Glenn,  w'ho  was 
then  ill  service. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  the  said  William  Glenn,  lliat  at  the  defeat  of  Gen, 
Gates,  his  baggage,  together  with  a  sum  of  public  money  and  some  papers,  which  were  lodged  in  liis  trunk  by  the  said 
William  R3'all,  were  entirely  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

Whereupon,  your  committee  came  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Holt  Richeson,  is  reasonable;  and 
that  the  auditors  ought  to  give  the  petitioner  credit  in  their  books  for  the  said  sum  of  21,O0OZ.  paper  money;  and 
also,  to  grant  him  certificates  for  the  pay  and  depreciation  due  him  as  a  major  and  lieutenant  colonel,  during  the 
late  war. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  John  Bowyer,  Michael  Bowyer,  and  Hays,  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and 
Elections. 

Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  there- 
upon, wliich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  commissioners  of  the  two  per  cent,  tax 
in  the  county  of  Loudoun,  praying  that  the  balance  of  the  paper  money  remaining  in  their  hands,  which  they  receiv- 
ed from  the  treasury  for  the  purpose  of  paying  bounties  under  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  October  1780,  entitled 
"an  act,  to  recruit  this  State's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  continental  armj',"  may  be  received  from  them  by  the 
treasurer,  is  reasonable ;  upon  the  said  commissioners  making  it  appear  to  the  treasurer,  that  it  is  the  same  money 
which  they  had  from  the  treasury. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Westmoreland,  Northumberland,  Richmond  and  Lancaster,  as  prays  tliat  an  inspection  of  tobacco  may  be  es- 
tablished on  the  lands  of  Catesby  Jones,  in  the  said  county  of  Westmoreland,  be  rejected  ;  and  that  such  other  parts 
of  the  said  petition  as  pray  for  the  establishment  of  a  town  on  the  land  of  the  said  Catesby  Jones,  at  Kinsale  on  Yeo- 
comico,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petitions  of  divers  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  counties 
of  Westmoreland,  Richmond  and  Northumberland,  in  opposition  to  so  much  of  the  said  petition  as  prays  that  an  inspec- 
tion of  tobacco  may  be  established  on  the  lands  of  the  said  Catesby  Jones,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Mary  Marsden,  administratrix  of  James 
Marsden,  deceased,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  empowering  her  to  dispose  of  so  much  of  the  intestate's  lands  as  will 
be  sufficient  to  support  his  family  and  pay  his  just  debts,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  1st  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  2d  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Whereas,  it  has  been  agreed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  the  General  Assembly  of  this  ^ 
Commonwealth,  that  the  necessary  and  reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  this  Commonwealth  in  subdueing  any  British 
ports,  or  in  maintaining  forts  or  garrisons  within,  and  for  the  defence,  or  in  accjuiring  any  part  of  the  territory  north- 
westward of  the  river  Ohio,  shall  be  reimbursed  by  the  United  States;  and  that  one  commissioner  sliall  be  appointed 
by  Congress,  one  by  this  Commonwealth,  and  another  by  those  two,  who,  or  a  majority  of  thein,  shall  be  empowered 
to  liquidate  the  said  expenses. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Friday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  the 
commissioner  so  agreed  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  tiie  several  resolutions,  concerning  Archibald  Goode,  John  Stadner,^^ 
and  William  Simpson;  Edward  Carrington,  and  Ambrose  Bohanan;  Mary  Cross  and  Travis  Tucker;  respecting  the^* 
progress  made  by  the  continental  commissioner  of  accounts;  for  publishing  the  revisal  of  the  laws;   and  for  allowing 
hall  pay  to  Captain   William  Barrett,  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  ihis  House;  also, 
they  have  agreed  to  the  bill   "for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled     an  act,  to  ascertain  th.-  losses  and  injuries  ^m 
tained  from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this  Commmonwealth."     And  then  he  withdrew.  f\ 
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A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown : 
.         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning 
i  pensioners."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  be  directed  to  furnish  to  the  continental  commissioner  of  army 
accounts,  such  returns  and  copies  of  papers,  as  he  may  from  time  to  time  require,  respecting  monies  which  have  been 
or  liereafter  may  be  credited  or  accounted  for,  by  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  as  having  received  the  same 
on  account  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  they  be  empowered  to  employ  an  additional  clerk  for  that  purpose,  so  long 
as  may  be  necessary. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oil"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  June  2,  1784. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Ackiss,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Princess  Anne,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Thursday,  the  13th  ultimo  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Ackiss  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

A  bill,  "for  granting  pardon  to  certain  persons;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  preventing  the  further  importation  of  slaves ;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  the  resolution  upon  the  report  respecting 
Richard  Winston,  was  recommitted,  that  tiie  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  further  con- 
sideration, and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
ioweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  there  is  due  to  the  said  Richard  Winston,  the  sum  of  1,196/.  19s.  4d.  specie. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Richard  Winston,  is  reasonable; 
and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  issue  their  warrants  to  the  petitioner  for  the  said  sum  of  1,196/.  19*.  4d.  with  an  allow- 
ance of  two  year's  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum,  per  annum. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Two  petitions  of  Bristol  Brown  and  Sarah  .his  wife,  James  Cann  and  Fanny  Cann,  were  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  have  claims  due  upon  bonds  against  the  estates  of  persons  who  left  this  coun- 
try and  joined  the  enemy  during  the  late  war,  which  estates  have  been  confiscated  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  this 
Connnonwealth,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  paid  into  the  public  treasury;  and  praying  that  the  said  claims  may  be 
paid  and  satisfied  out  of  such  proceeds. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  refei-red  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson : 
I  Mr.   Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  directing  the  auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Doc- 

tor William  Carter.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Tilt;  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  for  allowing  half  pay  for  life 
«0  Captain  William  Barrett;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  tile  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  John  Marshall,  and  Roane,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  iu 
abil!  "  to  amend  tlie  act,  for  establishing  county  courts,  and  regulating  the  proceedings  therein ;"  and  Messrs.  Crop- 
per and  Parramore,  to  the  committee  of  Claims. 

A  message  from  ihe  Senate  by  Mr.  Selden : 
^  Mr.  Sceaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  respecting  the  exemplification  of  the  deed  of  cession 
^to  Congress,  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  tiie  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordend,  That  Mr.  Jones  of  King  George,  do  acquaint  the  Senile  therewith. 

A  nios^iigc  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown  : 
J        M 11   Sf  1 1 K    I,— The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  regulating  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  Congress." 
Sfm  then  he  withdrew. 
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Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  as  foUoweth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Pelliam,  praying  that  his  accounts 
for  depreciation  of  pay  due  him  for  services  in  the  medical  department,  may  be  liquidated  by  the  auditors  of  public 
accounts,  and  certificates  granted  him  for  the  same,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Bradley,  praying  relief  in  con- 
sideration of  several  wounds,  which  he  received  whilst  in  the  continental  service  during  the  late  war,  and  which  have 
rendered  him  unable  to  procure  a  livelihood  by  labor,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  for 
his  present  relief,  half  the  pay  of  a  sergeant  for  one  year,  and  also,  that  he  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A.  petition  of  William  M'Clanahan,  late  sherifl'of  Botetourt  county,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  set- 
ting forth,  that  notwithstanding  every  effort  of  himself  and  deputies,  he  has  not  been  able  to  complete  his  collection 
of  the  taxes  due  in  the  said  county,  for  the  year  1782;  that  the  petitioner  believes  there  is  not  a  sufficiency  of  specie 
in  the  county  to  discharge  the  same;  and  praying  that  the  people  may  be  allowed  to  pay  the  said  taxes  in  commu- 
tables,  and  that  he  may  be  discharged  from  the  penalty  of  ten  per  centum,  recovered  against  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  i-esolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ronald  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  in  aid  of  the  fluids  already  established  for  supplying  the 
public  exigencies,  the  following  duties  ought  to  be  imposed,  viz: 
On  each  original  writ  or  subpcena  issued  from  the  General  Court  or  High  Court  of 

Chancery,  .--.._ 

On  each  original  citation  from  the  Court  of  Admiralty, 
On  each  original  writ  or  subpcena  in  Chancery,  issued  from  any  County  Court  or 

Court  of  Hustings,  .  .  .  .  - 

On  each  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Appeals,  .... 

On  each  writ  of  error,  supersedeas  and  certiorara,  issued  from  the  General  Court  or 

High  Court  of  Chancery,  -  -  -  .  - 

On  each  appeal  from  any  County  Court  or  Court  of  Hustings, 
On  each  recognizance  of  special  bail  entered,  or  bail  bond  or  bail  piece,  returnable 

into  the  General  Court,  -  -  -  -  -  030 

On  each  recognizance  of  special  bail  entered,  or  bail  bond  returnable  into  any  County 

Court  or  Court  of  Hustings,  -  -  -  -  0     16 

On  each  final  judgment  or  decree  in  any  Court,  concerning  lands,  slaves  or  vessels,  0  12     0 

On  each  final  judgment  or  decree  in  any  Court,  for  a   determinate  sum  of  money,  1-8  per  cent. 

On  each  final  judgment  or  decree  concerning  any  other  property,      -  -  0     3     0 

On  each  deed  recorded,  concerning  any  improved  lot  or  lots  in  any  city,  or  incorpo- 
rated town ;  for  each  lot,  -  -  -  -  -  0  12     0 
On  each  deed  recorded  concerning  any  unimproved  lot  or  lots  in  such  city  or  incorpo- 
rated town ;  for  each  lot,            -                 -                 -                 -                 -                        060 
On  each  deed  recorded,  concerning  any  improved  lot  or  lots  in  any  unincorporated 

town ;  for  each  lot,  -  -  -  -  -  060 

On  each  deed  recorded,  concerning  any  unimproved  lot  or  lots  in  any  unincorporated 

town ;  for  each  lot,  .  .  .  .  . 

On  each  deed  recorded,  concerning  any  other  lands;  for  each  100  acres, 
On  each  other  deed  recorded,  .  .  _  .  - 

On  every  transfer  of  a  surveyor's  certificate  for  land,         -  -  - 

On  each  probate  of  wills  or  grant  of  administration,  where  lands  or  slaves  are  con- 
cerned, -  -  .  .  - 
On  each  certificate  under  the  seal  of  any  county  or  corporation, 
On  each  certificate  under  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth, 
On  each  admission  for  Attornies  to  practice  in  the  Superior  Courts,  - 
On  each  license  of  Attornies,  to  practice  in  Inferior  Courts, 
On  each  admission  of  Clerks  to  their  clerkships  in  any  Court, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for 
K  4 
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establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act,"  that  they  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  reso- 
lution. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  statp 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,.!  une  3,  1784. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Brent  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 
On  a  nioiion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  county 
courts,  and  regulating  the  proceedings  therein,"  be  discharged  from  furdier  proceeding  thereon. 

Mr.   Roane  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  prevent  the  filing  of  informations  by  the  attorney  general, 

under  certain  restrictions;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The   House   being  informed  that  Mr.  Joseph  Prentis,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  York,  attended  in 

custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over 

on  Thursday,  the  13th  ultimo; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Joseph  Prentis  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "appointing  public  notaries ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Alexander 
White,  Jones  of  King  George,  and  Matthews,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  daj',  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
made  a  farther  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  petition  of  Savary  de  Valcoulon,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  obtained 
payiTient  only  of  a  small  proportion  of  the  debt  due  from  the  State  to  Messrs.  Colougnac  and  Company,  and  is  in- 
formed by  the  treasurer  that  no  funds  are  established  to  pay  the  balance  ;  that  he  has  also  a  further  claim  against  the 
State  on  behalf  of  the  same  Company;  and  praying  that  such  further  claim  may  be  examined,  and  funds  provided  for 
the  payment  of  the  whole  debt. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Alexander  M'Dougall ;  setting  forth,  that  while  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  this  State,  he  con- 
tracted a  disorder  which  has  deprived  him  of  the  use  of  his  limbs,  and  renders  him  incapable  of  acquiring  a  support 
by  labor  ;'*and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Jacob  Price;  praying  relief,  in  consideration  of  wounds  received  whilst  a  soldier  in  the  service 
of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  William  Bryce,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  an  en- 
sign in  February  1776,  promoted  to  a  captain  lieutenancy,  and  continued  until  the  arrangement  in  September  1778, 
when  he  became  supernumerary;  that  since  that  time  lie  served  to  the  southward  as  n7ajor  to  a  battalion  of  militia; 
and  praying  to  be  allowed  a  reasonable  bounty  in  lands. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  san:e,  with  their  ojiinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  establish  certain  and 
adp(|uate  funds  for  the  redemption  of  certificates,  granted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  for  their  arrears  of  pay  and  de- 
preciation;" and  liiai  Messrs.  Ronald  and  Breckinridge,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Oidered,  That  Messrs.  Russell  and  Wood,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  / 
Land  Ofiitc;  Mr.  Hunter,  to  the  connnittee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  Mr.  Hancock,  to  the  committees  of  Pri4" 
vileges  and  Elections  and  Propositions  and  Grievances;   Mr.  Brent,  to  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  thfi 
forg.Ty  of  military  certificates;  and  Mr.  Henderson,  to  the  committee  of  Claims  i 

Ihe  order  o(  the  day  for  tlie  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "to  amend 
the  act,  'for  preventing  the  fintlifv  importation  of  slaves,"  being  read; 
Or,/.  ■-,/,  'ri.Hi  the  same  ho  put  oli"  lijl  to-morrow. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-njorrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 
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A  bill,  "to  prevent  the  filing  of  informations  by  the  attorney  general  under  certain  restrictions ;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  respecting  the  continental  commissioner  of  accounts ;  %S 
also,  they  do  agree  to  proceed  to-day  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner  to  settle  the 
accounts  of  expense,  in  the  acquisition  of  territory  northwestward  of  the  river  Ohio..    And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  reso- 
lutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  president  and  trustees  of  Hampden 
Sydney  College,  praying  that  a  tract  of  land  containing  about  400  acres,  which  is  now  vested  in  the  Commonwealth 
by  the  laws  of  escheat  and  forfeiture,  and  which  adjoins  the  said  College,  may  be  vested  in  the  president  and  trustees 
thereof,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Fair- 
fax, praying  that  the  act  of  Assembly,  "for  discouraging  extensive  credits,  and  repealing  the  act,  'prescribing  the 
method  of  proving  book  debts,"  may  be  revised  and  amended,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  the  petition  of  Thomas  Gist,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a 
resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  allowing  the  petitioner  an  annuity  of 
401.  per  annum,  during  life,  in  consideration  of  his  being  wounded  and  made  prisoner  by  the  Indians  in  the  year  1763, 
has  been  destroyed,  and  that  in  consequence  thereof  the  auditors  have  refused  to  grant  the  petitioner  a  warrant  for 
such  annuity. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  a  certificate  from  the  treasurer,  that  the  petitioner  has  at  diilerent 
times  drawn  from  the  treasury  40/.  per  annum,  as  an  annuity,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  Assembly. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  Thaddy  Kelly,  that  about  the  year  1774,  he  was 
perusing  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  and  there  saw  a  resolution,  allowing  the  petitioner  an  annuity  for 
life. 

Whereupon,  resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Thomas  Gist,  praying 
relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner's  annuity  of  40/.  per  annum  during  life,  ought  to  be  continued  and  al- 
lowed to  him. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

M^-.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Catesby  Jones,  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "for  reviving  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Dymer's  warehouses;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  establishing  a  new  lerry;"  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  act,  'for  preventing  the  farther  importation  of  slaves;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their 
consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third-  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richeson  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Tuesday  se'nnight. 

Ordered,  That  no  petition  or  memorial  be  received  in  this  House  after  to-morrow  se'nnight. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Du-Val: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Monongalia."     And  then  hej{ 
withdrew. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  tlie  act,  'to  establish  certain  and  adequate  funds 
for  tiie  redemption  of  certificates,  granted  to  the  oflicers  and  soldiers  for  their  arrears  of  pay  and  depreciation  ;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  lime. 

Mr.  Jones  of  King  George,  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  hail,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  resolution,  for  making  an  allowance  to  the  committee  of  Revisors,  ap- 
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pointed  under  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act,  for  the  revision  of  the  laws,"  for  their  labor  and  expenses  in  executing  that  im- 
portant trust  to  them  committed;  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  tlie  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  each,  be  allowed  to  the 
Honorable  Edmund  Pendleton,  George  Wythe  and  Thomas  Jeflerson,  Esquires,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer,  on  war- 
rant from  tiie  auditors,  out  of  any  unappropriated  money  which  may  come  into  his  hands. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jones  of  King  George,  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  appointing  public  notaries  ;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissi  oner 
to  settle  tlie  accounts  of  expense  in  the  acquisition  of  territory,  north  westward  of  the  river  Ohio,  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Tuesday  next. 

A  petition  of  iMark,  Nephew  and  Son,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  there  is  due  to 
them  in  money  and  tobacco  upon  liquidated  claims,  a  considerable  balance  for  loans  and  supplies  furnished  this  State, 
for  payment  of  which  the  treasurer  is  in  possession  of  no  funds,  and  the  petitioners  are  in  great  distress  in  their  cir- 
cumstances and  credit;  and  praying  an  immediate  payment  either  in  money  or  tobacco. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  tlie  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A.  petition  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  their 
church  labors  under  many  inconveniences  and  restraints,  by  the  operation  of  sundry  laws  now  in  force,  which  direct 
modes  of  worship  and  enjoin  the  observance  of  certain  days,  and  otherwise  produce  embarrassment  and  difficulty;  and 
praying  that  all  acts  which  direct  modes  of  faith  and  worship  and  enjoin  the  observance  of  certain  days,  may  be  re- 
pealed ;  that  the  present  vestry  laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended ;  that  the  churches,  glebe  lands,  donations,  and  all 
other  property  heretofore  belonging  to  the  established  church,  may  be  forever  secured  to  them  by  law  ;  that  an  act  may 
pass,  to  incorporate  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia,  to  enable  them  to  regulate  all  the  spiritual  concerns  of 
that  Church,  alter  its  form  of  worship,  and  constitute  such  canons,  by-laws  and  rules  for  the  government  and  good  or- 
der thereof,  as  are  suited  to  their  religious  principles;  and  in  general,  that  the  Legislature  will  aid  and  patronize  the 
christian  religion. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  William  Lytle,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  pre- 
emption of  settlement  for  land  in  Kentucky,  which,  from  various  causes,  he  has  been  prevented  from  entering,  and  es- 
tablishing his  claim  to;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  now  confirmed  to  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Thomas,  late  sheriff  of  Rockingham  county;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  been  prevented 
by  the  absolute  want  of  specie  in  the  county  from  making  his  collection  of  taxes  due  therein  ;  and  praying  that  fur- 
ther time  may  be  given  to  collect  the  same,  or  that  the  people  may  be  allowecj  to  pay  in  commutables,  and  that  he 
may  be  relieved  from  the  damages  upon  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  for  the  deficiency  of  his  collection. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Powhatan,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  of  opinion  a  reasonable  and  moderate  contribution  of  the  people 
for  the  support  of  ministers  of  the  Gospel  and  the  Chrisiian  religion  in  the  public  worship  of  God,  is  essential  to  the 
good  and  prosperity  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  tlie  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consider- 
ation, and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followcth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  proper  measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  compel  the  delin- 
quent counties  within  this  State,  to  collect  and  account  for  the  one  eighth  per  cent,  tax,  agreeable  to  the  act  passed 
in  the  May  session  1782,  entitled  "  an  act,  for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  troops  in  the  army  of  the  United  States;" 
and  that  the  different  county  lieutenants,  or  commanding  officers  of  such  counties  where  particular  payments  have 
been  made,  ought  to  be  empowered  to  make  distress  on  the  property  of  individual  delinquents  within  their  county,  for 
the  completion  o(  the  said  tax;  and  where  judgments  have  been  or  may  be  obtained  against  any  such  county  lieuten- 
ant or  commanding  officer,  execution  ought  to  be  suspended,  for  a  reasonable  time. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Matthews,  Southall 
and  Corbin,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth  ; 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 
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The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Tliomas  Walke,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Walke  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  preventing  the  further  importation  of  slaves;"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Besohed,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  preventing  the  further 
importation  of  slaves." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Preiuis  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  establish  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Catesby  Jones,  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  revive  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Dymer's  warehouses ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "to  establish  a  new  ferry;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'to  establish  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the  redemption  of  certificates,  granted  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers,  for  their  arrears  of  pay  and  depreciation;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Wednesday  next. 

A  bill,  "for  appointing  public  notaries;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  on  Wednesday  nest.  «ja 

Mr.  Tazewell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  ad-   "^ 
ditional  powers  for  a  limited  time;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  the  town  of  Martinsburg  in 
the  county  of  Berkeley,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Tazewell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  land,  the  improvements,  and  the 
number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be^ 
■■ead  a  second  time.  ^ 

Mr.  Tazewell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  imposing  an  additional  tax  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent, 
on  certain  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes;''  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Alexander  M'Clannahan,  to  them  referred, 
-and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deli- 
vered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follovveth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Alexander  M'Clannahan,  was  appointed  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  7th 
Virginia  regiment  about  the  close  of  the  year  1775,  and  continued  in  service  from  that  time  in  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
colonel  and  colonel,  until  the  beginning  of  the  year  177S,  when  he  was  compelled  to  retire  from  the  service  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health. 

It  also  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  M'Clannahan,  some  time  in  the  said  year  1778,  upon  the  pros- 
pect of  his  indisposition  continuing  so  as  to  prevent  his  returning  to  the  army,  resigned  his  commission. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  tfds  committee,  That  tiie  petition  of  the  said  Alexander  M'Clannahan,  is  reason- 
able ;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  same  bounty  in  lands,  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  colonel  serving  three  years. 

Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
-which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  in  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Thornton  Taylor,  that  he  was  on  the  1 5th 
tjf  3Iay  1777,  commissioned  an  ensign  in  the  third  Virginia  regiment  on  continental  establishment;  that  he  continued 
in  service  in  that  and  the  rank  of  a  lieutenant  until  the  arrangement  of  the  army  in  lT7i?,  when  he  became  a  super- 
numerary lieutenant;  that  on  the  26th  of  May  1779,  the  said  Taylor  was  appointed  by  Genera!  Knox,  conductor  of 
military  stores,  annexed  to  the  first  Virginia  brigade  commanded  by  General  Woodford,  in  which  capacity  he  acted 
until  the  10th  of  April  1780,  when  he  was  appointed  by  Major  General  Lincoln,  deputy  field  commissary  general  of 
military  stores  in  the  southern  department,  under  which  he  acted  until  the  surrender  of  Charlestown,  where  he  was 
made  prisoner. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  in  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  William  Boyce,  that  in  February  1776,  he 
■was  appointed  an  ensign  in  the  continental  army,  and  afterwards  promoted  lo  the  rank  of  lieutenant;  that  by  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  army  in  1778,  he  became  a  supernumerary  officer;  that  in  June  1780,  he  was  appointed  and  cem- 
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missioned  a  major  to  one  of  the  militia  battalions  ordered  to  the  southward  for  the  relief  of  South  Carolina,  and  acted 
under  this  appointment  until  the  surrender  of  the  British  troops  at  York  town,  in  October  1781. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Thornton  Taylor,  praying  a  bounty 
in  lands,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  same  portion  in  lands,  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  lieutenant  serving 
three  years  in  the  continental  army. 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  William  Boyce,  praying  a  bounty 
in  lands,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  same  portion  in  lands,  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  lieutenant  serving 
three  years. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "giNing  certain  lands  to  Hampden  Sydney  College  in  the  county  of  Prince  Edward;"  and  the  same  was  receiv- 
ed and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  directing  the  mode  of  sueing  out  and  prosecuting 
writs  of  habeas  corpus;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Jones  of  King  George,  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  whom  the  bill  "  granting  par- 
don to  certain  oflenders,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their 
consideration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 
,  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  settlement  of  Holt  Richeson's  accounts;  also,  they  do  recede 

from  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  resolution,  for  allowing  half  pay  to  Captain  William  Barrett. 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Augustine  Seaton,  guardian  to  George  Seaton,  to  them  referred;  and  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the 
committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 
,  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  placing  William  Bradley  on  the  list  of  pension- 
ers; and  respecting  the  commissioners  of  the  tax  in  Loudoun  county;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  for 
paying  the  claim  of  Richard  Winston,  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House ;  and 
to  the  resolution,  that  the  auditors  liquidate  the  accounts  of  William  Pelham,  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  also 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  be  authorised  to  employ  a  book-binder  to  repair  the  covers  of 
the  old  patent  books;  and  that  the  treasurer  do  pay  the  expense  of  the  same,  upon  the  auditor's  warrant. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address,  expressive  of  the  thanks  and  appro- 
bation of  this  House,  to  George  Washington,  Esq.  late  commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  prepared  an  address,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  of  further  means,  to  express  the  gratitude  of  this 
House,  to  George  Washington,  Esq.  late  commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  considered  the  same,  and  agreed  to  a  report  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis,  be  added  to  the  committees  for  Religion  and  Courts  of  Justice;  Mr.  John  Bowyer, 
to  the  committee  for  Religion ;  Mr.  Towles,  to  the  committees  for  Religion  and  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  and  Mr. 
Walke,  to  the  committees  of  Claims  and  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  petition  of  sundry  iiduibitants  of  the  Kentucky  CQuntry,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  the  benefits  intended  them  by  an  act  of  Assembly,  appointing  a  district 
court  of  superior  jurisdiction  in  that  settlement,  will  be  greatly  lessened  by  the  insufficiency  of  the  salaries  of  the 
judges,  and  the  want  of  funds  to  provide  necessary  buildings  for  the  sitting  of  the  court ;  and  praying  that  certain 
taxes  may  be  imposed  and  appropriated  witiiin  the  district  for  that  purpose. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Rockingham,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed; 
setting  forth,  that  the  severity  of  liie  late  seasons  and  the  scarcity  of  specie  within  tlie  county,  precludes  them  of  the 
means  to  pay  tiie  taxes  due  for  the  last  yi-ar;  and  praying  that  further  time  may  be  allowed  for  paying  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  ins|)cctors  of  tobacco  at  Alexandria  warehouses ;  setting  forth,  tiiat  the  salaries  allowed 
them  by  law,  are  inadequate  to  their  labor  and  expenses;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  augmented. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Falmouth  and  Dixon's,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inliabitanis  of  the  Kentucky  country,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  setting 
forth,  that  from  the  particular  circumstances  of  acquiring  landed  property  in  that  district,  tliey  are  exposed  to  endless 
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litigations  and  expense ;  and  praying  that  a  court  may  be  establisiied  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and  determining 
raveats  in  a  summary  way. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Nansemond,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
setting  forth,  that  they  are  possessed  by  grant,  in  common,  to  certain  lands  in  the  said  county,  held  by  their  ancestors, 
which  from  the  consumption  of  the  wood  thereon  is  now  no  longer  useful  as  common  ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may 
pass  for  dividing  the  same  equally  amongst  the  several  claimants. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  justices  of  James  City  county  court;  setting  forth,  that  the  jail  of  their  county  is  in  a  ruin- 
ous state  and  out  of  repair,  and  that  the  late  public  jail  in  Williamsburg  is  sufficiently  commodious  and  convenient 
for  the  joint  use  of  the  said  City  and  their  county;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Mountjoy;  setting  forth,  that  he  served  upwards  of  three  years  in  the  line  and  staff 
department  of  the  army  during  the  late  war;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  a  reasonable  bounty  in  lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Henry  Ward ;  setting  forth,  that  he  served  as  a  quarter-master  to  a  detachment  of  militia  on 
southern  service  in  the  late  war;  and  during  service,  had  his  horse,  saddle  and  bridle  taken  by  the  enemy;  and  pray- 
ing to  be  reimbursed  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  June  7,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Catesby  Jones,  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland ;" 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  '  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Catesby 
Jones,  in  the  county  of  W^estmoreland." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  establishing  a  new  ferry,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  a  blank  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  for  establishing  a  new  ferry." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "granting  pardon  to  certain  persons;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  of  indemnity  to  certain  persons." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  additional  powers  for  a  limited  time;"  was  read 
the  second  time  and  ordered,  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Wednesday  next. 

A  bill,  "for  giving  certain  lands  to  Hampden  Sydney  College  in  the  county  of  Prince  Edward;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of  Martinsburg  in  the  county  of  Berkeley, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "directing  the  mode  of  sueing  out  and  prosecuting  writs  of  habeas  corpus;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Thursday  next. 

A  bill,  "  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  land,  the  improvements,  and  the  number  of  people  within  this  Common- 
wealth ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Wednesday 
next. 

A  bill,  "for  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  one  and  a  half   per  cent,  on  certain  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolu- 
tions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Otway  Bird,  praying  that  a  bounty  in  lands 
may  be  granted  him,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland, praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  relieving  legatees,  who  may  have  received  their  legacies  in  paper  money  at 
a  depreciated  value,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Petersburg, 
Blandford  and  Pocahontas,  praying  that  they  may  be  incorporated  with  certain  privileges  and  immunities,  is  rea- 
sonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Murray,  praying  that  a  bounty  in 
lands  may  be  granted,  him  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  inspectors  at  Falmouth,  Dixon's  and 
Alexandria,  praj'ing  that  their  salaries  may  be  increased,  is  reasonable. 
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Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Henry  Ward,  praying  to  be  allowed  and 
paid  by  the  public,  the  sum  of  20/.  for  a  horse  which  was  taken  from  him  by  the  enemy  whilst  in  service,  is  reasonable  : 
and  that  the  same  may  be  charged  to  the  United  States  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  atmmitfee,  That  the  petition  of  the  justices  of  the  county  court  of  James 
City,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  authorising  them  to  use  tlie  public  jail  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  is  reasonable. 
Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  M'Clannahan,  late  sherifl'  of  the 
county  of  Botetourt,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  collecting  the  arrears  of  taxes  due  in  the  said  county,  in  commu- 
tables,  to  be  receivable  at  the  treasury;  and  that  the  ten  per  cent,  damages  on  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  in  the 
General  Court  for  a  balance  of  taxes,  may  be  remitted,  be  rejected. 

The  1st  4th  and  6th  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  re- 
committed to  the  same  committee. 

The  2d,  3d,  5th,  7th  and  8tii  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  3d,  5th  and  7th  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee 
of  Propositions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  accordina;  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  re- 
solutions thereupon,  which  he  read. in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  read,  and  are  as  follovveth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  merchants  and  traders  on  James  and 
Appomatax  rivers,  praying  that  the  act  of  Assembly  "for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,"  may  be  amended,  is  reasonable. 
Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire, praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  declaring  that  the  proprietor's  office  in  the  Northern  Neck,  may  be  an  office  of 
Record ;  that  Thomas  Bryan  Martin,  late  agent  to  the  proprietor  may  be  appointed  to  superintend  the  same,  issue  and 
certify  copies  under  the  seal  of  the  said  office,  to  which  due  faith  and  credit  may  be  given  with  a  proper  allowance 
."or  his  services,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Lyttle,  praying  that  his  claim  to 
lands  on  the  western  waters,  from  the  right  of  settlement,  which  he  was  prevented  from  laying  before  the  commission- 
ers by  various  unavoidable  accidents,  may  be  confirmed  to  him,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  James  Chaplain,  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, praying  that  the  register  of  the  Land  Office  may  be  directed  to  issue  warrants  to  him  for  sundry  pre-emption 
rights,  which  he  obtained  certificates  for  several  years  ago,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Wilson,  praying  that  he  may  be  al- 
lowed the  bounty  in  lands,  given  by  law  to  a  soldier  serving  three  j'ears  in  the  army,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Lee,  late  an  ofticer  in  the  State  line, 
praying  that  the  register  of  the  Land  Office  may  be  directed  to  issue  to  him  warrants  for  his  pre-emption  right,  to 
issue  one  thousand  acres  of  land  duly  proved  before,  and  certified  by  the  county  court  of  Fayette,  in  the  month  of 
April  last,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  sundry  persons  residing  on  the  south  side  of 
Appomattox  river,  praying  that  an  inspection  of  tobacco  may  be  established  on  the  lots  of  land  lying  in  the  town  of 
Petersburg,  belonging  to  Elizabeth  Spencer,  Ann  Swann  Saunders  and  Daniel  Wooldbridge,  is  reasonable. 

The  1st,  3d,  4th,  Gth  and  7th  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Tiie  2d  and  5th  resolutions  being  severally  road  a  second  time  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  same  committee. 

Ordered,  That  i\!r.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  Gth  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Ordered,   1  hat  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  and  7th  resolutions;  and  that  the  cominitie.'  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  beintr  informed  that  Mr  Edmund  Rufiin,  jun.  one  of  tlie  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George, 
atteiidrd  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Edmund  Ruffin  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Seldcn  : 

Mit.  Spkakkr, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  a  Land  Office,  and  as- 
certaining the  terms  and  manner  of  granting  waste  and  unappropriated  lands,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and 
others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered   That  Mr.  Matthews  do  acrjuaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
A  petition  of  John  lluiiier,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  being  sheriff  for  the  county 
of  Campbell,  he  did,  previous  to  the  destruction  of  the  warehouses  at  Manchester,  receive  sundry  tobacco  notes  on  ihe 
sau!  warehouses  in  part  of  his  collection  of  ta.\es  due  in  the  said  county,  which  have  been  refused  in  his  settlement  at 
the  treasury  ;  and  praying  relief 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex* 
amine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  tlie  state  of 
the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  tlie  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and  come 
to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  lie  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  instituted  concerning  an  infraction 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  of  the  seventh  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  Great  Britain,  so  far  as  the  same  respects  the  detention  of  slaves  and  other  property,  belonging  to  the 
citizens  of  this  Coinmonwealth ; 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Matthews,  Henry,  Heath,  Cropper  and  Parramore. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  seconded,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  all  and  every  act  or  acts  of  Assembly,  now  in  force  in  this  Commonwealth,  as  pre- 
vents a  due  compliance  with  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  definitive  treaty  entered  into  between  Great  Britain  and 
America,  ought  to  be  repealed. 

And  thereupon  the  previous  question  being  moved  and  seconded,  shall  the  question  to  agree  to  the  said  resolution 
be  now  put; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes,     37.  Noes,     57. 

And  so  the  question  was  lost. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Henderson,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  previous  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmitive  are,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Moses  Hunter,  Archibald  Stewart, 
Thomas  Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  Edward  Carrington,  George  Wray,  John  Marshall,  Alexander  White,  James  Wood, 
Bartlett  Anderson,  William  Norvell,  Philip  Barbour,  Larkin  Smith,  William  Thornton,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis 
Corbin,  John  Breckenridge,  William  Armistead,  John  Watkins,  Littleton  Eyre,  Bennet  Tompkins,  James  Madison, 
jun.  William  Mayo,  jun.  William  Ronald,  Thomas  Walke,  Jolin  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Bailey  Washington,  William 
Brent,  John  Allen,  John  Howell  Briggs,  Wilson  Miles  Cary,  John  Langhorne,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Richard  Joseph 
Prentis,  Nathaniel  and  Henry  Tazewell. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  John  Cropper,  jun.  Thomas  Parramore,  Samuel  Sherwin, 
John  Booker,  jun.  William  Meredith,  Michael  Bowyer,  John  Trigg,  Robert  Clarke,  George  Hancock,  Thomas 
Claiborne,  Samuel  Hawes,  jun.  Thomas  Collier,  Matthew  Cheatham,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  French  Strotlier,  Jo- 
seph Jones  of  Dinwiddle,  Spencer  Roane,  William  Gatewood,  Alexander  Henderson,  John  Mosby,  Thomas  Smith, 
jun.  Batte  Peterson,  Isaac  Vanmiter,  Garland  Anderson,  Turner  Southall,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Patrick  Henry, 
Peter  Saunders,  William  Walker,  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  Edmund  Byne,  John  Heath,  John  Berryman,  William  White, 
Arithony  Street,  John  Glenn,  John  Logan,  William  Randolph,  Benjamin  Wilson,  Francis  Worman,  Willis  Riddick, 
Kinchen  Godwin,  John  Kearnes,  Ebenezer  Zane,  Charles  Porter,  Benjamin  Lankford,  William  Dix,  Richard  Bibb, 
Edmund  Ruffin,  jun.  Edward  Bland,  John  Ackiss,  John  Bowyer,  Gawin  Hamilton,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Sussex, 
William  Russell,  James  Pi-lontgomery  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  to  prevent 
the  filing  of  information  by  the  Attorney  General,  under  certain  restrictions ;"  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  June  8,   1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  the  town  of  Martinsburg  in  the  county  of  Berkeley,  and 
for  other  purposes  ;''  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  'for  establishing  the  town  of 
Martinsburg  in  the  county  of  Berkeley,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hunter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Breckenridge  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Land  Ollice,  and  the 
profits  of  the  register,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  inquired  into  the  same,  and  had  agreed  upon  a 
report  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was 
again  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  and  state  the  testimony  touching  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  burning  of  the  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridge;  to  examine  into  and  state  the  conduct  of  the  in- 
sjjectors;  and  also,  to  stale  the  expense  of  saving,  picking,  reprizing  and  storage,  of  tobacco  taken  out  of  the  said 
M  4 
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warehouses,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  inquired  into  the  same,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  arc  ns  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  burning  of  the  said  warehouses,  which  happened  on  the  morning  of  tlie26th 
of  March  last,  was  most  probably  done  by  one  of  the  pickers,  who  carried  fire  into  the  same  whilst  under  intoxication. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  some  days  before  the  said  accident  happened,  there  were  in  the  said 
warehouses  and  the  yard  appertaining  thereto,  about  six  hundred  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  out  of  which  one  hundred 
and  ^lxty-two  hogsheads  were  shipped  a  day  or  two  preceding  such  accident. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  tliat  47  hogsheads  were  saved  without  damage,  and  that  the  further  quan- 
tity of  79  hogsheads,  weighing  89,862  pounds  nett,  has  been  reprized  and  reinspected  out  of  the  tobacco  saved  from 
the  flames,  for  the  picking,  reprizing  and  furnishing  casks  for  the  tobacco  so  saved;  it  was  stipulated  by  the  inspectors 
of  the  said  warehouses,  upon  the  advice  of  four  magistrates  of  tiieir  county,  to  give  the  persons  engaged  in  that 
business  one  fourth  part  of  tiie  tobacco  so  saved,  which  leaves  the  quantity  of  07,397  pounds  in  their  hands,  with  an 
expectation  of  getting  12  or  15  hogsiieads  more,  when  the  business  shall  be  fully  completed. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  several  creditable  witnesses,  that  the  said  w^arehouses 
when  burnt,  were  in  an  exposed  situation  from  not  being  properly  finished ;  and  that  Stephen  Pankey  and  William 
Fowler,  the  inspectors,  have  been  generally  considered  as  attentive  to  their  duty,  and  have  given  general  satisfaction 
in  the  discharge  thereof. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  previous  to  the  said  warehouses  being  burnt,  the  inspectors  made  fre- 
quent applications  to  the  court  of  their  county  to  put  the  said  warehouses  into  proper  order,  without  being  able  to 
eftect  the  same. 

Whereupon,  j'our  committee  came  to  tlie  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  warehouses  were  burnt  by  accident,  and  not 
through  the  neglect  of  the  inspectors ;  and  that  they  ought  to  be  indemnified  from  any  loss  resulting  therefrom. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  said  inspectors  in  storing  away 
the  tobacco  saved,  and  for  store-house  rent  for  the  same,  amounting  to  8/.  16s.  9rf.  ought  to  be  reimbursed  them  by 
the  public ;  and  that  their  contract  made  with  the  persons  engaged  in  saving  the  tobacco  taken  out  of  the  flames, 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

The  said  resolutions  being  again  read  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Bush,  a  soldier  in  General 
Clarke's  regiment,  praying  that  an  allowance  may  be  made  him  for  sundry  provisions  furnished  to  the  troops  of  the 
said  regiment,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  16/.  9s.  dd.  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Arthur  Graves  and  Benjamin  Beasley, 
setting  forth,  that  their  salaries  as  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Warwick  warehouse  for  the  years  1780  and  1781,  are  due 
to  them,  for  which  the  auditors  do  not  think  themselves  authorised  to  grant  specie  warrants,  and  praying  relief,  is 
reasonable ;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  settle  tiie  petitioners'  accounts  for  their  said  salaries,  and  grant  them  war- 
rants in  specie  for  the  same,  agreeable  to  the  estimate  of  tobacco  made  by  the  grand  jury  at  the  October  General 
Court  of  1781. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  John  Cropper,  jun.  county  lieu- 
tenant of  Accomac,  as  prays  that  he  may  be  reimbursed  by  the  public  the  sura  of  105/.  Os.  5  3-4d.  by  him  advan- 
ced and  expended,  in  procuring  necessary  supplies  for  the  militia  and  troops,  wiiilst  in  service  in  the  said  county,  dur- 
ing tlie  late  war;  and  also  the  further  sum  of  190/.  44-.  9f/.  which  he  paid  for  the  care  and  cure  of  sundry  wounded  pri- 
soners, as  well  British  as  Americans,  whicii  he  was  compelled  to  do,  being  a  prisoner  with  the  enemy,  is  reasonable ; 
and  tliat  the  auditors  ought  to  issue  their  warrants  in  favor  of  tlie  petitioner  for  the  said  sums  of  monej'. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  the  pub- 
lic collectors  of  taxes  in  the  said  county  of  Accomac,  may  have  credit  on  the  auditor's  books  for  the  sum  of  91,118/. 
J2s.  |)aper  money,  paid  by  them  to  the  petitioner's  orders,  for  procuring  supplies  for  the  said  militia  and  troops,  ought 
to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

The  1st  and  4th  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  2d  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee. 

The  3d  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Seldcn: 

Mr.  Si'KAKER, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  suspend  in  part,  the  operation  of  an  act,  entitled  'an 
act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  o(  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a 
per  :ianent  revenue,  into  one  act,  for  a  liniitcd  lime,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
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The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment ;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  di!;agrced  to. 

Ordered,  That  l\lr.  Ronald  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince 
Edward,  was  referred,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  inider  their  consideration,  and  had 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opiyiion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince 
Edward,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  praying  that  all  the  public  lands,  (except  such  as  are  necessary  for  ^A 
the  use  of  Government)  may  be  sold  for  military  certificates,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Messrs.  Henry,  Bibb, . 
Kearnes,  Matthews,  Godwin,  Southall,  Tazewell,  Ronald  and  Langhorne,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same.  fL 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Andrew  Donnelly,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  at- 
tended in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Andrew  Donnelly  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Tazewell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  repeal  an  ordinance  of  Convention,  and  to  regulate  elec- 
tions, and  enforce  the  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly;  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Gary  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their 
consideration,  several  memorials  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  memorial  of  the  clergy  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  Virginia,  praying  that  the  laws  within  this  Commonwealth,  which  restrain  the  said  church  from  the  like 
power  of  self-government,  as  is  enjoyed  by  all  other  religious  societies;  and  which  prescribe  the  mode  of  appointing 
vestries,  and  the  qualifications  of  vestrymen  may  be  changed ;  and  that  the  churches,  glebe  lands,  donations  and  all 
other  property  belonging  to  the  said  church,  may  forever  be  secured  to  them,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  ib»<nne«iarj.als  from  the  united  clergj'  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  in  Virginia,  and  the  Baptist  Association,  as  prays  that  the  laws  regulating  the  celebration  of 
marriage,  and  relating  to  the  constitution  of  vestries,  may  be  altered ;  and  that  in  general  all  legal  distinctions  in  fa- 
vor of  any  particular  religious  societ}',  may  be  abolished,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  memorials  from  the  clergy  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church,  and  the  united  clergy  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Virginia,  as  relates  to  an  incorporation  of 
their  societies,  is  reasonable;  and  that  a  like  incorporation  ought  to  be  extended  to  all  other  religious  societies  within 
this  Commonwealth,  which  may  apply  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  the  committee  for  Religion 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same.  ^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  respecting  William  Pelham;  and  the  same  being  ^i 
read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to 
Richard  Winston;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  amended  and  agreed  to. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  prevent  the  filing  of  informations  i)y  the  Attorney  General,  under  certain  restrictions;"  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  gt 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Tazewell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  restrict  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Com- 
snonwealth  ;  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  petition  of  sundry  merchants  and  traders  in  the  towns  of  Fredericksburg  and  Falmouth,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  informed  a  petition  will  be  presented  to  the  present  Assembly,  to  repeal 
the  act,  "  to  restrain  excessive  credits ;"  which  act  they  consider  as  a  wise  and  politic  one ;  and  praying  that  the  same 
may  not  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Augusta,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth, 
that  from  the  great  scarcity  of  specie  in  their  county,  and  the  distress  for  provisions  occasioned  by  the  seventy  of  the 
late  winter,  they  are  rendered  unable  to  discharge  the  taxes  due  therein;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  farther  time  to 
discharge  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Upshaw;  setting  forth,  that  he  served  as  an  officer  in  the  late  war  two  years  and  seven 
or  eight  months,  during  which  time  he  was  wounded,  and  became  supernumerary,  and  afterwards  served  in  the  militia; 
and  praying  to  be  allowed  a  bounty  in  lands. 
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Also,  a  petition  of  Rachel  Bryant;  setting  forth,  that  her  late  husband  Thomas  Bryant,  deceased,  served  in  va- 
rious capacities  in  the  army  during  tiie  late  war  from  the  year  1777,  until  after  the  siege  of  York,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased, having  left  the  petitioner  in  great  distress;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  a  bounty  of  lands  in  right  of  her  said 
husband's  services. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

HMk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  respecting  an  alteration  in  the  eighth  article  of  tlie 
confederation;  also,  to  the  amendment  to  their  amendment,  to  the  resolution,  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  Richard 
Winston ;  and  they  do  recede  from  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  '  for  es- 
jf  tKblisliing  a  Land  Office,  and  ascertaining  the  terms  and  manner  of  granting  waste  and  unappropriated  lands."  And 
"     then  he  withdrew. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Bronan  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  served  as  a  soldier 
during  the  last  war  against  the  French,  and  also  during  the  late  war,  and  is  now  unable  to  support  himself  by  labor; 
and  praying  rehef. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  M'Guire,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  first  regiment  of  Artillery;  praying  that  compensa- 
tion may  be  made  him  in  consequence  of  a  wound  which  he  received  at  the  battle  of  the  Eutaw  Springs,  which  will 
render  him  a  cripple  for  life. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Delia  Barnes  and  Mary  Tripp;  setting  forth,  that  their  husbands  at  the  commencement  of  the 
late  war  enlisted  as  soldiers,  and  were  marched  to  the  northward  where  they  shortly  after  died,  leaving  the  petition- 
ers in  great  distress ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Pierre  Lafargue  and  Company;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1781,  a  person  authorised  by 
ihe  Executive  of  this  State,  impressed  into  the  service  a  schooner  belonging  to  the  petitioners,  equipped  and  loaded  for 
a  voyage  to  the  West  Indies,  with  upwards  of  thirty-seven  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco;  that  they  have  since  received 
no  compensation  for  the  cargo  and  freight  of  the  said  vessel;  and  praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for  the  speedy 
payment  of  both  to  the  petitioners. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Colone^^gjm^yjggn ;  setting  forth,  that  an  ardent  zeal  for  his  country  induced  him  at  a  very 
early  period  of  the  war,  to  accept  of  the  command  of  a  company  in  the  first  Virginia  regiment,  and  to  continue  in 
the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war ;  that  the  fatigues  of  a  military  life,  and  several  wounds  received  in  the  course  of 
his  service,  have  rendered  him  unable  to  provide  for  his  large  family;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  the  half  pay  of  a 
colonel  for  life. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1777,  he  accepted  of  the  command  of  the 
militia  of  this  State  then  in  service,  and  required  no  other  compensation  for  his  services,  than  that  his  expenses  in- 
curred during  his  command  should  be  reimbursed ;  that  the  auditors  accordingly  regularly  settled  his  accounts  and 
gave  him  warrants  tor  the  balances,  except  for  his  services  in  the  year  17S1,  for  which  they  do  not  think  themselves 
authorised  to  grant  such  warrant;  the  memorialist  further  shcwetii,  that  at  the  request  of  the  General  Assembly,  he, 
^^  with  several  others,  obtained  considerable  loans  of  money  and  tobacco  for  the  use  of  the  Slate,  for  wliich  they  made 
^•"themselves  liable,  relying  upon  the  assurances  of  that  body,  that  the  same  should  be  repaid;  but  no  provision  has  yet 
been  made  for  the  payment  of  the  same ;  and  praying  that  his  said  expenses  may  be  reimbursed  him,  and  that  the  As- 
sembly will  adopt  such  measures  for  the  relief  of  those  who  thus  advanced  their  money  and  tobacco,  as  shall  appear 
just  and  right. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  and  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  tlie  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown : 
J^  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  o  the  bill  "for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Catesby  Jones  in 
"  the  county  of  Westmoreland;"  also,  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  a  new  ferry,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they 
desne  the  concurrence  of  tiiis  House  ;  also,  they  do  recede  from  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the 
bdl  "to  suspend  in  part  the  operation  of  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly, 
lor  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue  into  one  act,  for  a  limited  time." 
And  tlien  lie  withdrew. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Urdvred,  Ihat  Mr.  Charles  Hay  be  appointed  clerk  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  settlement  of  tlis 
public  debt. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Walke  be  added  to  the  connnittee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  infraction  of  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain. 

Ordered,  That  the  connnittee  of  the  whole  House  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  resolution  and 
address  to  George  Washington,  Esq.  to  them  committed,  and  that  Messrs.  Ronald,  Page,  Madison,  Hubard,  Henry, 
Heath,  Tazewell,  Roane,  Jones  of  King  George,  Cary,  Corbin,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and  Grayson,  be  appointed  a 
connnmee  in  concert  with  a  connnittee  of  the  Senate,  to  prepare  an  address  and  direct  other  testimonies  of  gratitude 
on  behalf  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  the  said  George  Washington,  Esq. 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  lioiiahl  do  ar(|uaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ihe  orders  o)  tlii^  day.  for  this  ilousc  to  proceed  bv  join!  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner 
on  the  part  ol  iliis  Commonwealth,  to  settle  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  acquisition  of  the  western  territory;  and  also, 
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for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  on  'iie 
bills  "to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  for  establishing  a  High  Court  of  Chancery;"  and  "for  imposing  an  additional 
duty  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent  on  certain  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  June  9,  1784. 


A 


An  engrossed  bill,  "to  prevent  the  filing  of  Informations  by  the  attorney  general  under  certain  restrictions;" 
was  read  the  third  time;  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

A  bill,  "  to  repeal  an  ordinance  of  Convention,  and  to  regulate  and  enforce  the  attendance  of  the  members  of 
the  General  Assembly;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
on  Friday  next. 

A  bill,  "to  restrict  foreipn  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

A  petition  of  Mildred  Holladay,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  her  husband  command- 
ed a  company  of  militia  from  Spottsylvania  county,  which  was  ordered  to  the  relief  of  South  Carolina,  where  he  was 
killed  at  the  defeat  of  General  Gates,  by  which  she  with  her  family,  have  been  reduced  to  great  distress;  and  pray-  . 
ing  relief.  ^ 

Also,  a  petition  of  Binns  Jones;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  paymaster  to  one  of  the  regiments  of  mi- 
litia ordered  to  the  relief  of  South  Carolina,  and  received  a  considerable  sum  of  paper  money ;  that  the  vouchers  for 
the  disbursement  of  the  greatest  pan  of  the  said  sura,  and  a  small  balance  of  it  which  remained  in  his  hands,  fell  into 
the  eneniy's  hands,  at  tiie  defeat  of  Gen.  Gates ;  in  consequence  of  which,  he  is  unable  to  settle  his  accounts ;  and  pray- 
ing that  he  may  be  permitted  to  settle  the  same,  upon  oath. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Roberi  Church;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  one  of  the  militia  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  which 
marched  into  North  Carolina  in  the  year  1781,  and  at  the  battle  of  Guilford  courthouse  received  a  wound,  which  has 
rendered  him  incapable  of  labor ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  Mayo,  jun.  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  that  a  public  ferry  may  be  estab- 
lished from  his  land  on  the  south  side  of  James  river,  in  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  to  the  opposite  shore,  in  the  county 
of  Henrico. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Carter;  praying  that  his  accounts  as  a  surgeon's  mate  in  the  continental  hospital  may 
be  liquidated,  and  a  warrant  granted  him  for  the  balance  of  his  pay  and  subsistence. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Michael  Bovvyer;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1776,  he  was  appointed  captain  of  a  company 
of  regulars,  and  continued  in  service  until  the  fall  of  the  year  1778,  when  the  regiment  was  reduced,  and  he  retired 
as  a  supernumerary  ;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  such  a  bounty  in  lands  as  his  services  entitle  him  to. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Robertson;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Chesterfield  in  the  year 
1782,  and  cheerfully  undertook  the  collection  of  the  public  taxes  for  that  year;  but  notwithstanding  every  exertion,  he 
was  not  able  to  complete  the  same,  the  people  not  having  then  recovered  from  the  ravages  of  the  enemy ;  that  the  so- 
licitor has  obtained  a  judgment  against  the  petitioner  for  the  amount  of  the  taxes  with  ten  per  centum  damages  and 
costs;  and  praying  that  the  said  damages  and  costs  may  be  remitted. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Kempresville;  setting  forth,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  act, 
"establishing  the  said  town,"  the  trustees  have  laid  ofi"the  same  into  half-acre  lots  with  convenient  streets,  which  will  prove 
hiijhly  injurious  to  the  petitioners,  as  most  of  the  houses  now  built,  are  found  to  be  in  the  streets;  and  praying  that  the 
said  trustees  may  be  empowered  to  lay  ofl'  tiie  same  in  a  manner  least  injurious  to  the  petitioners;  and  that  the  unim- 
proved lots  in  tlie  said  town,  may  not  be  subject  to  forfeiture,  for  twenty  years. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do 
examine  tlie  matter  tliereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Grayson,  and  Alexander  White,  be  added  to  the  committees  for  Re- 
ligion and  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  Propositions  and  Grievances;  and  Mr.  Henderson  to  the  committee  np- 
pointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts,  'for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  du- 
ties, and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act." 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Jacob  Wine,  a  soldier  disabled  by  a  wound  received  in  the  service,  be  continued  on  the  list  of 
pensioners. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
N  4 
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Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  comr>iittee  of  Claims,  that  tlie  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  tlie  memorial  of  Thomas  Nelson,  jun.  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  memorial  of  the  said  Thomas  Nelson,  jun. 
as  prays,  that  the  balance  of  his  expenses  incurred  during  the  year  1781,  whilst  commanding  the  militia  of  this  State, 
(the  defraying  of  wliich  expenses  was  the  on!}'  compensation  he  required  for  his  services)  amounting  to  9ll.  5s.  9d., 
specie,  may  be  paid  by  the  public  to  Mrs.  Jane  Vobe,  to  whom  the  same  is  due,  is  reasonable;  and  tliat  the  auditors 
ought  to  issue  their  warrants  for  the  said  sum  of  91/.  54-.  Od.  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  out  of  the  first  unappropria- 
ted money  which  may  come  to  his  hands. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  memorial  as  respects  the  loans 
of  money  and  tobacco  obtained  by  the  memorialist  and  other  persons,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  in  consequence  of 
the  Governor's  address  in  the  year  1780,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  pub- 
lic loans,  due  from  this  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Claims  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  petition  of  Francis  Carbon- 
neaux  to  them  referred  ;  and  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  Executive,  who  are  empowered  to  examine  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speakek, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "of  indemnity  to  certain  persons."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown: 

tMR.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  for  better  securing  the  patent-books  in  the  register's 
office  ;  and  for  confirming  to  John  Lee  his  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  lands.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  to 
ascertain  the  quantity  of  land,  the  improvements,  and  the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth;"  and  after 
3ome  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same  and  made  several  amendments 
shereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  the  act,  to  establish  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the  redemption  of  the  certificates  granted  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  for  their  arrears  of  pay  and  depreciation ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consid- 
eration, and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterward? 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Information  being  given  to  the  House  by  a  member  in  his  place,  that  John  Warden,  of  the  county  of  Hanover, 
hath  been  guilty  of  a  high  contempt  and  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House,  in  uttering  certain  expressions  dero- 
gatory to  the  honor  and  justice  of  the  same; 

Ordered,  That  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  information  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions; that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  the  body  of  the  said  John  War- 
den; and  Mr.  Speaker  is  desired  to  issue  his  warrant  accordingly. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  for  the 
sale  ol  the  public  lands,  be  discharged  therefrom ;  and  that  the  said  resolution  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealtli. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  slate 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  sonic  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Alexander  White 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  tlie  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consider- 
ation, and  had  made  a  farther  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move 
the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  tlrc  whole  Flouse  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ihe  orders  ol  tlie  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner 
to  settle  the  accounts  of  expense  in  the  acquisition  of  the  territory  north-westward  of  the  river  Ohio;  and  for  the 
House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  iti-  whole  House,  on  tlie  bills  "for  appninting  public  notaries;"  "to  in- 
vest the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  additional  powers  for  a  limited  time;"  "to  explain  and  am-nd  the 
act,  for  establishing  a  Hi^h  (^ourt  of  Chancery;"  and  "  for  imposing  an  additional  tax  of  one  and  a  half  per  cenf. 
on  certain  goods,  wares  and  merciiaiidizes,"  being  read; 
Ordend,  That  the  sa.ne  b,  put  ofi'  till  to-morrow.' 
And  then  tlie  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  mornine,  11  o'clock. 
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THURSDAY,  June  10,  1784. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  land,  the  improvements,  and  tiie  number  of  jieoplc  within  tliis 
Commonwealth;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  tlicrein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  land,  the  improve- 
ments thereon,  and  the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  establish  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  certificates  granted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers,  for  their  arrears  of  pay  and  depreciation." 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  resolution  upon  the  petition  of  Henry  Ward,  to  them  re- 
committed, and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Henry  Ward  was  appointed  on  t-lie  26th  day  of  April  1781,  com- 
missary and  quarter-master  to  the  Bedford  militia,  ordered  to  the  southward,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  until  the  25th 
day  of  May  following,  when  the  militia  joined  General  Greene's  army;  and  that  afterwards  he  continued  to  act  as 
quarter-master  under  the  direction  of  Col.  Carrington,  until  the  22d  day  of  June,  when  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
enemy,  and  thereby  lost  his  horse,  bridle  and  saddle,  which  were  worth  the  sum  of  20/.  specie. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Henry  Ward,  praying  compensa- 
tion may  be  made  him  for  his  horse,  bridle  and  saddle,  which  were  taken  from  him  by  the  enemy,  is  reasonable;  and 
that  he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  20/.  for  the  same,  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States  in  account  with  this  Common- 
wealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "  giv- 
ing certain  lands  to  the  College  of  Hampden  Sydney  in  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,"  was  committed,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  enggyed  bills.         ^ 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Alexai>der  WTute,  Ronald,  Prentis,  Matthews,  William  Watkins, 
Thomas  Smith,  Roane,  Briggs  and  Armistead. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  pe- 
titions of  John  Morton  and  Walter  Baker,  to  them  referred;  and  that  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  House,  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  a  new  ferry;"  andj/ 
the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  appointing  public  notaries;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Alex- 
ander White  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and 
made  some  progress  tlierein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  , 
bill. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Alexander  White 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consider- 
ation, and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  dehvered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  all  the  public  lands  except  such  as  are  necessary  for  the 
»ise  of  government,  and  except  also,  the  lands  and  houses  in  and  adjacent  to  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  which  ought 
to  be  given  to  the  Masters  and  Professors  of  William  and  Mary  University,  for  the  use  of  that  seminary  forever,  ought 
to  be  sold  for  money  or  military  certificates. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  lands  known  by  the  name  of  Gosport,  ought  to  be  laid 
ofi"  into  lots  and  annexed  to  the  town  of  Portsmouth. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs.  Alexander  White, 
Page,  Kearnes,  Grayson,  Henderson,  Henry  and  Southall,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved.  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
Commonwealth. 
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Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  quantity  and  situation  of  the  public  lands,  and  of 
such  part  or  proportion  of  the  same  as  may  be  necessary  to  be  retained  for  the  purposes  of  governinent;  and  that  they 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Kearnes,  White,  Zane,  Ronald,  Corbin,  Southall,  Henderson,  Prentis, 
Henry  and  Tazewell.  t.  ,        ,  „ 

An  en"  rossed  bill  "  giving  certain  lands  to  Hampden  Sydney  College,  m  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  giving  certain  lands  to  Hampden  Sydney  Col- 
lege, ifi  the  county  of  Prince  Edward." 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wilson  Miles  Cary  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday 
se'nnight;  and  Mr.  Cropper  for  the- remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  commitee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  tlie  petition  of  Catherine  Helphinstone,  to  them  referred,  nud  had  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come 
to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioner's  late  husband  Peter  Helphinstone,  was,  at  the  comraencempnt 
of  the  late  war,  settled  in  the  town  of  Winchester,  as  a  reputable  tradesman,  and  by  his  care  and  industry  supported 
his  family  in  a  decent  competency; 

That  in  the  year  1776,  he  entered  into  the  army  with  the  rank  of  major,  and  marched  with  the  8th  Virginia  regi- 
ment to  South  Carolina,  where  he  contracted  an  indisposition  which  compelled  him  to  resign  in  a  few  months,  and 
soon  after  put  a  period  to  his  life. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioner  is  reduced  by  sickness  to  the  most  indigent  circumstances, 
and  has  four  children  to  maintain,  without  the  means  of  supporting  them. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Catherine  Helphinstone, 
praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  forty  pounds  for  her  present 
relief;  and  also  an  annuity  of  20/.  per  annum  for  the  term  of  five  years. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
I\Ir.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  die  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  Colonel_John^_^jgen,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  dehvered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Colonel  John  Green,  setting  forth, 
that  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  war,  he  accepted  the  command  of  a  company  in  the  1st  Virginia  regiment,  and  con- 
tinued in  service,  until  the  end  thereof;  that  during  his  service  he  has  received  seversl  wounds,  which,  together  with 
disorders  contracted  tiirougli  hardships  and  fatigue  in  the  course  of  that  service,  he  is  unable  to  provide  for  a  large 
^family  which  he  has  to  support,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  half  the 
*||ay  of  a  colonel  for  life;  to  commence  from  the  time  his  whole  pay  ceased,  which  took  place  the  first  day  ot  January 
1783. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  • 
A  petition  of  William  Armistead,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  being  commissary 
of  stores,  and  clothier  to  the  troops  of  this  State,  iu  the  year  1781 ,  lie  endeavored  upon  the  approach  of  General  Ar- 
nold, to  remove  all  the  stores  in  his  care  out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy ;  but  notwithstanding  every  exertion,  the  move- 
.wnts  of  the  enemy  were  so  rapid,  that  the  whole  fell  into  their  hands,  together  with  a  considerable  number  of  vouch- 
,  crs  for  disbursements  of  public  stores  and  money,  without  which  the  petitioner  cannot  procure  a  final  settlement  of 
his  accounts,  unless  such  proof  is  admitted,  wheie  the  documents  arc  lost,  as  he  may  be  able  to  adduce;  and  praying 
that  the  auditors  may  be  directed  to  receive  such  proof  and  make  a  final  adjustment  of  his  accounts. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Ragsdale,  late  sherifl"  of  the  county  of  liUncnburg;  setting  forth,  that  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Assembly,  the  damages  upon  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  for  a  balance  of  public  taxes,  were  renfitted, 
\ipon  condition  that  he  paifl  the  principal  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  January,  which  the  extreme  severity  of  the  wea- 
ther prevented  hiin  from  doing;  and  praying  that  the  time  may  be  now  extended. 

Also,  a  pntition  of  William  Meredith;  setting  forth,  that  lie  was  an  officer  in  the  troops  of  this  State;  and  at  thc 
action  at  Camileii,  was  taken  prisoner  and  stripped  by  the  enemy  of  all  his  wearing  ajiparel;  that  his  distress  whilst  in 
Charlestown,  compelled  him  to  contract  a  debt,  for  tlie  purchase  of  a  few  necessaries,  which  he  has  since  paid;  and 
praying  that  the  same  may  be  reimbursed  to  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Edmund  Webb;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  collector  of  the  public  taxes  in  the  county  of 
Brunswick,  in  the  year  17hO,  and  received  a  certificate  of  100/.  lor  a  horse  which  had  been  impressed,  which  was 
countersigned  by  the  Gnvernor;  that  he  tendered  the  same  to  the  auditors,  who  refused  to  receive  it  in  discharge  of 
the  said  taxes;  that  he  has  since  presented  it  to  the  court  of  claims  for  the  said  conntv;  but  they  also,  did  not  think 
theuiselves  authorised  to  liquidate  it;  and  praying  that  this  House  will  grant  him  such  relief  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
requile^. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  Thaddy  Kelly;  setting  forth,  that  he  entered  into  the  service  of  his  country  at  the  com 
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mencement  of  the  war,  and  continued  either  on  the  continental  or  State  line,  until  tlie  close  oC  it ;  that  he  conceives 
his  services  merit  all  those  emoluments,  which  those  have  obtained  who  served  during-  the  same  periods ;  but  to  his  aston- 
ishment, he  finds  his  name  omitted  in  the  last  arrangement  of  the  State  officers;  and  jiraying  the  interposition  of  thit^ 
Assembly,  and  that  the  reasons  of  such  omission  may  be  inquired  into. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  and  memorial,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  thev  do  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  totiie  House. 

A  petition  of  John  Allen,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  received  from  the  au- 
ditors for  his  services  as  superintendant  of  tlie  fort  at  Woods,  a  warrant  for  129/.  but  as  it  is  not  drawn  upon  any 
particular  fund,  he  cannot  receive  either  principal  or  interest ;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  taken  in  and  certi- 
ficates granted  to  him  similar  to  those  granted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  tiie  State  line. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Nathaniel  Twining ;  setting  forth,  tliat  he  has  at  great  expense  and  trouble  established  a  stage 
coach  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers  from  the  city  of  Richmond  to  the  city  of  New- York ;  that  the  profits  will 
by  no  means  make  him  compensation  for  his  expense,  if  others  are  permitted  immediately  to  attempt  similar  estab- 
lishments ;  and   praying  that  he  may  have  the  exclusive  privilege  of  keeping  the  same  for  a  certain  number  of  years. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Holloway ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  an  ensign  in  the  year  1776  ;  that. he 
continued  to  act  in  that  capacity,  and  in  that  of  a  lieutenant,  until  the  arrangement  of  the  officers  in  the  year  ]  777. 
when  he  became  a  supernumerary ;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  such  a  bounty  in  land  as  his  services  merit. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  witli  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Peter  Hopwood,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  on  the  6th  day  of  January 
last,  the  petitioner  was  married  to  Susanna  Browne,  daughter  of  David  Browne,  of  the  county  of  Frederick;  that  tlie 
said  Browne  disapproving  of  the  marriage,  immediately  by  force  took  possession  of  his  daughter,  and  commenced  a 
prosecution  against  the  petitioner  for  a  rape;  that  being  disappointed  in  his  desire  of  revenge  by  his  acquittal  in  that 
prosecution,  and  also  in  another,  which  he  immediately  instituted  against  him  under  the  statute  of  Philip  and  Mary, 
he  is  informed  he  has  presented  a  petition  to  this  Assembly,  praying  for  a  dissolution  of  the  said  marriage,  alleging 
that  the  same  is  not  valid;  and  praying  that  the  requisitions  of  the  said  David  Browne  may  not  be  complied  with. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  johit  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner 
to  settle  the  accounts  of  expense  in  tlie  acquisition  of  western  territory;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "  directing  the  mode  of  sueing  out  and  prosecuting  writs  of  habeas 
corpus;"  "  to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  additional  powers  for  a  limited  time;"  "  to  ex- 
plain and  amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  a  High  Court  of  Chancery;"  and  "for  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  one 
and  a  half  per  centum  on  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,"  jjeing  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  June  11,  1784. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  others  from  the  President  of  Congress, 
the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  and  Gen.  Washington ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the 
committtee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth.  ^P 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  reso- 
lutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  %k 
again  read,  and  are  as  foUoweth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  resolution  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  prohibiting  the 
auditors  from  issuing  any  warrants  for  half  pay  to  the  officers  of  the  State  line  and  navj',  ought  to  be  rescinded ;  and  that  4f 
the  auditors  of  public  accounts  ought  to  apply  to  the  General  Court  for  their  opinion  of  the  laws  under  which  the  said 
officers  claim  half  pay,  and  to  issue  certificates  conformable  to  such  opinion,  observing  the  discriminations  which  have 
been  made  of  those  officers  who,  by  unworthy  conduct,  have  forfeited  their  claim  to  half  pay  and  other  emoluments. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this,  committee,  Tliat  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Han- 
over and  Henrico,  praying  that  the  main  run,  vvliich  is  the  boundary  between  the  two  counties,  maybe  ascertained,  be 
rpjerted ;  it  appearing  to  the  committee  that  the  lands  of  sundry  persons  are  bounded  by  the  said  run,  which  bounda- 
ry ought  to  be  ascertained  by  a  court  of  law. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  public  consideration  of  the  petition  of  divers  inhabi- 
tants of  the  counties  of  Berkeley  and  Hampshire,  praying  that  a  new  county  may  be  formed  out  of  those  counties, 
be  deferred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  divers  other  in- 
habitants of  the  said  county  of  Berkeley  in  opposition  thereto,  be  deferred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 
04 
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Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  William  Enck- 
ner,  of  the  county  of  Orange,  be  deferred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

The  1st  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  Hou^e  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  2d,  4th  and  5th  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Levin  Powell,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he 
entered  into  the  service  of  his  country  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  continued  therein  until  the  situation  of 
his  private  aflairs  compelled  him  to  retire,  and  before  he  had  served  the  time  which  would  have  entitled  him  to  a  bounty 
of  lands  under  the  law;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  such  a  bounty  in  lands  as  his  services  merit. 
Also,  a  petition  of  Henry  Tatem,  to  the  same  effect. 
Also,  a  petition  of  Gal'ricl  Maupin,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Andrew  Donnelly;  setting  forth,  that  being  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  for  the  year 
1782,  he  undertook  the  collection  of  the  public  taxps  for  that  year ;  but  notwithstanding  every  exertion,  he  was  unable 
to  complete  the  same  from  the  great  scarcity  of  specie  in  that  county;  and  praying  that  the  ten  per  centum  damages 
upon  a  judgment  obtnined  against  him  by  the  solicitor  for  the  balance  of  the  said  taxes,  may  be  remitted. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  tiie  House. 

A  petition  of  William  Fitzhugh,  was   presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting   forth,  that  a  valuable  negro 
man,  the  property  of  the  petitioner,  was  condemned  and  executed  by  the  court  of  King  George  county  for  felony, 
having  been  previously  valued  to  100/.;  that  the  petitioner  has  since  frequently  applied  for  payment,  but  in  vain, 
there  being  no  fund  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  such  claims ;  and  praying  that  his  said  demand  may  be  paid. 
Also,  a  petition  of  William  Gatewood,  to  the  same  effect. 
On  a  motion  made, 
'  Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  George  Flowerdewe  Norton,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  one  of 
the  surviving  partners  of  the  late  firm  of  John  Norton  and  Sons,  of  London ;  that  the  debts  due  from  the  citizens  of 
this  State  to  the  said  company,  amount  to  a  very  considerable  sum,  and  that  the  said  company  is  also  indebted  to 
many  of  the  citizens  of  this  State;  that  the  petitioner  having  now  become  a  citizen  of  this  State,  all  those  to  whom 
the  said  company  were  indebted,  look  to  him  for  payment;  and  some  of  them  have  actually  commenced  suits  against 
bira  for  that  purpose;  that  the  laws  of  this  State  at  present  prohibit  the  recovery  of  debts  due  to  British  subjects:  so 
that  your  petitioner  will  be  reduced  to  great  distress ;  and  praying  that  the  General  Assembly  will  take  such  steps 
as  his  peculiar  situation  requires. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 
A  petition  of  John  Watkins,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts 
may  be  directed  to  settle  his  accounts  and  grant  him  a  warrant  for  the  balance  of  his  pay,  as  steward  to  the  continen- 
tal hospital  under  the  direction  of  Doctor  Rickman. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of 
a  coiTunissioner  to  settle  the  accounts  of  expense  in  the  acquisition  of  western  territory  ;  and  the  members  having  pre- 
pared tickets,  with  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Ronald, 
Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  and  Nelson,  were  nominated  a  committee,  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  confer- 
^^ence  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Edward 
Carrington,  Esq. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee  : 
Jm         Mr.  SPEAiiEK, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  the  revisers  of  the 
laws ;  and  for  settling  the  accounts  of  William  Boush,  with  an  amendment,  to  w  hich  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
^         The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment,  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and  hadi 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the! 
same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeth : 

Ri  solved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  part  of  the  public  lands  and  other  property,  in  or 
near  the  city  of  Richmond,  as  may  not  he  necessary  for  the  purposes  ol'  goverinnent,  ought  to  be  sold  for  n)oney  or 
military  certificates,  as  may  be  most  advantageous  to  the  public;  and  that  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  ougl-.i  to  be  in- 
vested ill  the  erecting  of  public  buildings  in  the  said  city  of  Richmond,  pursuant  to  the  act,  "for  the  removal  of  the! 
seat  of  eoverinnent." 

The  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time. 
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A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being-  put  to  amend  tlie  same,  by  striking  out  from  the  word  "  resolved,"' 
to  the  end  of  the  resolution;  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words,  "that  proper  measures  ought  to  be  adopted  to 
obtain  the  opinion  of  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  as  to  the  place  that  ought  to  be  fixed  on  for  the  seat  ol' 
government;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

And  then  tlie  question  being  put  to  agree  to  the  said  resolution. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  Ayes,     63,  Noes,     57. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Clarke,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Southall; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  members  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  or  negative,  on  the  last  question,  be  in- 
serted in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  arc,  Wilson  Nicholas,  Edward  Carter,  Samuel  Sherwin,  John 
Booker,  jun.  Nicholas  Cabell,  William  Meredith,  John  Trigg,  Robert  Clarke,  Archibald  Stewart,  Tlu)mas  Edmunds 
of  Brunswick,  Thomas  Claiborne,  John  Nicholas,  Charles  Patteson,  John  Ward,  Jacob  Morton,  Thomas  Collier 
Bernard  Markham,  Mattiiew  Cheatham,  Edward  Carrington,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  French  Strother,  James  Pen- 
dleton, Joseph  Jones  of  Diiiwiddie,  Spencer  Roane,  Alexander  Henderson,  William  Pickett,  John  Marshal],  Roger 
Thompson,  Samuel  Richardson,  Thomas  Underwood,  Isaac  Coles,  John  Coleman,  Isaac  Vanmiter,  Garland  Ander- 
son, Bartlett  Anderson,  Turner  Southall,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Patrick  Henry,  Peter  Saunders,  Philip  Barbour,  Jo- 
seph Jones  of  King  George,  William  White,  Anthony  Street,  Benjamin  Wilson,  Francis  Worraan,  John  Breckenridge, 
James  Madison,  Charles  Porter,  Banjainin  Lankford,  William  Dix,  William  Mayo,  William  Ronald,  Richard  EitDb, 
William  Grayson.  John  Hopkins,  Isaac  Zane,  Thomas  Towles,  Mann  Page,  Bailey  Washington,  William  Brent,  John 
Howell  Bi'iggs,  William  Russell  and  James  Montgomery. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Thomas  Parramore,  Michael  Bowyer,  Moses  Hunter,  George 
Hancock,  Samuel  Hawes,  jun.  Miles  King,  George  Wray,  Alexander  White,  James  Wood,  Thomas  Smith,  jun.  James 
Hubard,  Andrew  Donnelly,  George  Clendinnen,  Batte  Peterson,  William  Norvell,  William  Walker,  John  Scasbrook 
Wills,  Robert  Marshall,  Edmund  Byne,  William  Thornton,  Benjamin  Temple,  William  Dandridge  Claiborne,  John 
Heath,  John  Berryman,  Francis  Peyton,  William  Anderson,  John  Glenn,  John  Logan,  William  Randolph,  Francis 
Corbin,  William  Curtis,  Willis  Riddick,  Kinchen  Godwin,  William  Armistead,  John  Kearnes,  Daniel  Sandford,  Lyt- 
tleton  Eyre,  Bennet  Tompkins,  Thomas  Gaskins,  John  Thornton,  Ebenezer  Zane,  Edmund  Ruffin,  John  Ackiss, 
Thomas  Walke,  John  Boyer,  John  Hayes,  Gawin  Hamilton,  John  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison 
John  Allen,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Richard  Lee,  Joseph  Prentis,  Nathaniel  Nelson,  Henry 
Tazewell  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Messrs.  Henry,  Ronald 
and  Southall,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resoved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vanmiter  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  revise  and  amend  the  several  acts  of 
Assembljs  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  providing  against  invasions  and  insurrections,"  be  dis- 
charged from  further  proceeding  therein. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills,  "  to  repeal 
an  ordinance  of  Convention,  to  regulate  the  elections  and  enforce  the  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  General  As- 
sembly;" "for  appointing  public  notaries  ;"  "directing  the  mode  of  sueing  out  and  prosecuting  writs  of  habeas  cor- 
pus;" "to  invest  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  with  additional  powers  for  a  limited'time  ;"  "  to  explain 
and  amend  the  act,  '  for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chancery ;"  and  "for  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  one  and 
5»  half  per  cent,  on  certain  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,"   being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  June  12,  1784. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  allowing  CoJjjmJJtaiwBiiilH^n  half  pay,  with  an 
amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Hou^'^.     And  then  he  withdrew.  ^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to.  '^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreedto  the  bill,  "giving  certain  lands  to  Hampden  Sydney  College  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Piiiice  Edward,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  A  id  then  he  withdrew.^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendmi^nt;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to.  w% 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
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The  Speaker  laid  before  tiie  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  General  Mughlenburg,  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting 
forth  that  tlie  owners  of  small  craft,  trading  in  Chesapeake  bay,  are  greatly  distressed  by  the  law,  which  requires  that 
thev  should  be  entered  in  the  same  manner  in  the  naval  offices,  and  pay  the  same  fees  as  vessels  trading  to  foreign, 
parts;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  amended. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Northampton,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  set- 
ting forth,  that  from  the  present  scarcity  of  specie  in  circidation,  they  apprehend  the  most  ruinous  consequences  will 
ensue,  if  the  courts  are  opened  for  the  recovery  of  the  debts  due  from  the  citizens  of  this  State  to  British  subjects;  and 
praying  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  will  alibrd  relief  to  tlie  people,  and  may  be  consistent  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed; 
setting  forth,  that  many  inconveniences  have  arisen  from  the  last  tobacco  laws,  which  united  the  warehouses  at  South  Wi- 
comico and  Indian,  under  one  inspection;  and  those  of  Coan  and  North  Wicomico,  under  another:  and  praying  that 
the  same  may  be  made  under  distinct  inspections. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thorowgood  Keeling;  setting  forth,  that  the  wife  of  the  petitioner  before  their  intermarriage, 
hired  a  valuable  negro  man  to  one  Robert  Shiddcn,  who  soon  afterwards  joined  the  British  troops,  and  carried  the 
said  negro  with  him ;  that  the  said  Shidden  was  possessed  of  a  considerable  estate  when  he  thus  deserted  his  country, 
which  has  since  been  confiscated;  and  praying  that  the  value  of  the  said  negro  may  be  paid  him,  out  of  the  said  Shid- 
den's  estate. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Moss  Armistead,  administrator  of  Joseph  Selden,  deceased;  setting  forth,  tliat  a  negro  fellow, 
the  property  of  the  deceased,  having  joined  the  British  troops  in  the  year  1775,  was  retaken  in  an  engagement  soon 
after,  and  by  order  of  the  committee  of  Safety  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  State;  and  pray- 
ing that  the  value  of  the  said  slave  may  now  be  paid  to  the  estate  of  the  said  Sejden. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Botetourt,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  setting 
forth,  that  their  great  distance  from  navigation  will  deprive  them  of  the  power  of  contributing  their  proportion  of  the 
public  revenue,  unless  an  inspection  of  tobacco  is  established  in  the  said  county;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to 
that  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Richmond,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  set- 
ting forth,  that  being  ever  desirous  of  complyingwith  every  requisition  of  the  Legislature  for  the  support  of  the  war,  they 
cheerfully  paid  to  the  collectors  of  the  said  county  the  tobacco  tax  due  for  the  year  1781,  which  had  been  imposed  by 
an  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1779,  but  to  their  great  surprise,  were  informed  that  the  treasurer  had  refused  to 
receive  it,  and  that  the  same  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  collectors ;  that  the  petitioners  have  been  informed  that  a  few 
counties  have  actually  paid  the  said  tax  into  the  treasury,  but  tiiat  in  the  greatest  part  of  them  no  collection  has  been 
made;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  compel  the  delinquent  counties  to  pay  the  said  tax  in  .tobacco  or  specie 
at  a  certain  price ;  and  also  to  make  good  all  other  delinquencies  of  a  similar  nature. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Halifax,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  setting 
fortli,  that  they  labor  under  many  inconveniences  from  the  great  extent  of  their  county;  and  praying  that  an  act  may 
pass  for  dividing  the  same  into  two  distinct  counties. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Hannah  Tucker,  widow  of  Robert  Tucker,  deceased ;  setting  forth,  that  part  of  the  dower 
allotted  to  her,  was  a  lot  in  tlie  borough  of  Norfolk,  with  very  valuable  improvements  thereon;  that  after  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  said  place,  the  houses  on  the  said  lot  were  valued  by  the  commissioners  to  2,700L  which  the  Legislature 
resolved  should  be  paid  to  her ;  and  praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  already  due, 
and  that  which  shall  hereafter  arise  upon  the  said  debt. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince  George,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  set- 
ting forth,  that  the  situation  of  the  courthouse  and  prison  is  inconvenient  to  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  empowering  the  justices  of  the  said  county  to  fix  the  same  in  the  centre 
thereof. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince  George,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed  ; 
setting  forth,  that  they  conceive  the  power  which  is  at  present  given  by  law  to  the  inspectors  of  tobacco,  of  burning 
all  tobacco  by  them  refused,  is  very  injurious  to  the  planter ;  and  praying  that  the  owners  of  all  tobacco  so  refused, 
may  be  permitted  to  carry  it  to  any  other  warehouse  for  further  inspection. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Herbert ;  setting  forth,  that  Malcolm   Herbert  being  considerably  indebted  to  him, 
as  a  security  for  pavmym.^.aiorigaged  to  him  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in  Norfolk  county,  which  has  since 
been  confiscated  and  actually  sold  Gy'tlic  escheator  of  Norlblk  ;  and  praying  that  his  said  debt  may  be  paid  out  of 
llflic  proceeds  of  the  said  sale. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Griffin,  of  the  county  of  King  and  Queen;  setting  forth,  that  by  the  ill  state  of  health 
of  himself  and  one  of  his  deputies,  he  was  prevented  from  completing  his  collection  of  taxes  in  time;  and  praying 
that  farther  tisne  may  be  allowed  him  to  finish  his  collection. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  people  r;illf,i  Quakers,  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Frederick;  setting  forth,  that  as  it  has 
jfver  been  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  their  religion,  to  refrain  from  the  use  of  arms,  they  conceive  it  a  very 
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great  grievance  to  be  compelled  to  attend  the  monthly  musters  of  the  militia ;  and  praying  to  be  exempted  from  that 
duty. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Benjamin  Spiller ;  praying  to  be  allowed  a  bounty  in  land  for  military  services  rendered  dur- 
ing tiie  late  war. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Cleon  Moore,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Stephen  Ashby,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Elliott,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Cole  Robertson,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Charles  West,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Nathaniel  Lucas,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Thompson,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Cuthbert  Bullitt,  as  representative  of  Thomas  Bullitt,  deceased,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Philip  Hammond  and  John  Pryor,  to  the  same  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  William  Ryan,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  as  sheriff  of  Henry  county, 
he  did,  previous  to  the  destruction  of  the  Manchester  warehouses,  receive  in  part  of  his  collections  for  the  said  county, 
two  tobacco  notes,  for  tobacco  since  burnt  in  the  said  warehouses,  which  have  been  refused  at  the  treasury;  and  pray- 
ing relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Morton,  sheriff  of  Charlotte  county,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Robert  Anderson,  deputy  sheriff  of  Cumberland  county,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Brown;  praying  relief  in  consideration  of  wounds  received  in  the  service  of  his 
country. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Lapseley,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Angel,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Pettit,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Lee;  praying  to  be  reimbursed  for  the  injury  done  to  certain  houses  of  the  petitioner 
in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  which  were  occupied  by  the  troops  of  the  Commonwealth  during  the  late  war. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Richard  Chapman;  praying  to  be  paid  the  value  of  a  slave,  condemned  and  executed  by  judg- 
ment of  Hanover  county  court,  for  felony. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Sheubel  Pratt;  praying  that  his  accounts  for  services  in  the  medical  department  during  the 
late  war,  may  be  settled  by  the  auditors. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Kemp,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Samuel  Hatcher  and  Peter  Edwards ;  setting  forth,  that  they  have  never  received  their  sala- 
ries as  inspectors  at  Osborne's  for  the  year  1781,  the  auditors  refusing  to  liquidate  the  same  in  specie;  and  praying 
relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Bowyer;  setting  forth,  that  being  employed  to  recruit  soldiers  for  a  companj',  of  which 
he  had  the  command  during  the  late  war,  he  advanced  their  bounties  out  of  his  own  pocket;  and  praying  to  be  reim- 
,    bursed  for  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Doctor  John  Desequeyra;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  a  claim  against  the  public  for  services  as 
a  physician  general  to  the  hospital  of  lunatics  in  Williamsburg,  which  the  auditors  have  refused  to  settle;  and  pray- 
ing relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Arbuckle;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  a  claim  against  the  public  for  services  during 
the  late  war,  as  armorer  to  the  garrison  at  Fort  Randolph,  which  the  auditors  have  refused  to  settle ;  and  praying 
relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Savary  de  Valcoulon ;  praying  to  be  allowed  damages  and  travelling  expenses  on  the  liqui- 
dated claim  of  Messrs.  Colougnac  and  Company. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Harrison,  jun.  and  Company;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  agents  for  sundry  merchants  who 
were  bona  fide  purchasers  of  warrants,  granted  by  this  State  to  Oliver  Pollock,  in  part  of  his  claims  against  it,  which 
warrants  have  been  stopped  payment  of  by  a  siiosequent  resolution  of  the  Assembly,  whereby  their  principals  will  be 
greatly  injured  unless  redressed  by  the  Legislature;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 
''  A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hulifax,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 

to  the  House,  and   read ;  praying  that  the  glebe  of  the  parish  of  Antrim,  in  the  said  county,  may  be  sold,  and  the 
money  arising  therefrom  applied  towards  lessening  the  parish  levy. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  Right  Honorable  James  Viscount  Clifden,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  Right  Honor- 
able Edmund  Sixton  Pei\,  Esq.  SiCaker  of  the  Hmise  ofC.iui.nims  of  Ireland,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read; 
i    setting  forth,   tnat  they   are  interested  on  behalf  of  certain  persons  having  claims  under  the  will  of  Colonel  John 
P  4 
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Martin,  deceased,  to  certain  estates  in  this  Commonwealth,  which  were  escheated  during  the  late  war ;  and  praying 
that  the  said  estates  may  be  restored. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Martin,  to  the  same  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  tlie  county  of  Henrico,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth, 
that  they  consider  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  in  the  year  1779,  "for  di-coui  aging  extensive  credits,"  highly  injurious 
to  individuals,  in  frequently  depriving  them  of  their  just  debts,  and  to  ll.e  community  in  general,  in  discouraging  that 
credit  without  which  our  commerce  cannot  be  carried  on  in  an  extensive  manner;  and  praying  that  the  said  act  may 
be  repealed  or  amended. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  orders  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  state  of  tht 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  repeal  an  ordinance  of  Convention;"  and,  "to  regulate  the  elections  and  en- 
force the  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly ;"  "for  appointing  public  notaries;"  "directing  the 
mode  of  suieng  out,  and  prosecuting  writs  of  habeas  corpus;"  "to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with 
additional  powers  for  a  limited  time;"  "to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  'for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chancer}';" 
and  "for  imposing  aii  additional  duty  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  11  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  June  14,  1784. 


Mr.  Matthews  reported  from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  infraction  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
of  the  7th  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain ;  that  th(- 
comniittee  had,  according  to  order,  inquired  into  the  same,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read, 
and  are  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  a  letter  from  his  excellency  General  VVashington,  dated  tlie  7th  of  May  1783, 
that  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  Congress,  he  applied  to  General  Carleton,  and  requested  that  he  would  deliver  up 
the  slaves  and  other  property  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  compliance  with  the  7th  article  of  the 
definitive  treaty;  that  he  evaded  a  compliance  with  the  said  requisition  by  a  false  construction  of  the  said  article,  and 
immediately  sent  off  large  numbers  of  the  said  slaves  to  Nova  Scotia. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  Thomas  Walke,  Esq.  that  he,  together  with  several 
other  persons  from  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne,  immediately  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  peace,  went 
to  New  York  with  a  view  of  recovering  the  slaves  wliich  had  been  taken  from  them  by  tlie  British  troops  during  the 
war;  that  not  being  permitted  to  take  possession  of  these  slaves,  whicii  they  found  in  that  city,  the  said  Walke  made 
a  personal  application  to  General  Carleton,  and  requested  that  he  would  comply  with  that  article  of  the  treaty  which 
directed  a  restoration  of  all  property  wiiicli  should  appear  to  belong  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  This  lie 
peremjjtorily  refused,  alleging  that  he  was  not  authorised  to  do  it  without  particular  instructions  from  the  British 
government. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  the  said  Walke,  that  immediately  after  tliis  applica- 
tion three  or  four  hundred  negroes  were  sent  to  Nova  Scotia. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Stuart  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  as  well  as 
from  a  variety  of  other  circumstances,  th;it  many  applications  were  made  to  General  Carleton  by  the  citizens  of  Ame- 
rica for  tlif  restitution  of  property,  which  were  invariably  rejected. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  there  has  been  an  infraction  on  the  part  of 
Great  liritain,  of  the  7tti  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great 
Britain,  in  detaining  the  .-iluves  and  other  property  of  tlie  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  said  resolution  being  again  read,  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  on  the  state  of  the  Coinmonwealth 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  tlieir  consideration  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Twining,  to  them  referred,  an  <  had 
tome  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  wiiicli  lie  read  in  his  pluce,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tliat  the  petition  of  the  said  Nathaniel  Twining,  praying  that 
an  exclusive  privilege  may  be  granted  him  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage  coach  from  Alexandria  to  the  city  of 
RiciiMHind,  for  a  certain  term  of  years,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered.  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Gricvauccs,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
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Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  thera  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  re- 
solutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Sturdivant,  guardian  of  Jane  Sturdi- 
vant,  an  orphan,  praying  compensation  for  a  negro  slave  who  was  in  the  public  employ,  and  taken  by  the  enemy; 
be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  Patrick  Davies,  as  prays  that 
he  may  be  paid  by  the  public  the  sum  of  eighty  pounds  specie  for  a  slave  who  was  condemned  and  executed  for  felony 
by  the  sentence  of  the  county  court  of  Greenbrier,  is  reasonable,  and  that  the  auditors  do  issue  their  warrants  ac- 
cordingly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  the 
sheriff  of  the  said  county  of  Greenbrier  may  be  directed  to  pay  the  said  sum  of  eighty  pounds  out  of  his  collection ; 
be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  petition  from  the  county  of  Augusta,  as 
prays  that  further  time  may  be  given  for  paying  hemp  in  discharge  of  taxes;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  for  a  re- 
formation of  the  government  of  this  Commonwealth,  is  reasonable ;  that  the  ordinance  of  Convention,  commonly 
called  the  Constitution,  does  not  rest  upon  an  authentic  basis,  and  was  no  more  than  a  temporary  organization  of 
government  for  preventing  anarchy,  and  pointing  our  efforts  to  the  two  important  objects  of  war  against  our  then  in- 
vaders, and  peace  and  happiness  among  ourselves;  but  this,  like  all  other  acts  of  legislation,  being  subject  to  change 
by  subsequent  legislatures  possessing  equal  power  with  themselves,  should  now  receive  those  amendments  which  timf 
and  trial  have  suggested,  and  be  rendered  permanent  by  a  power  superior  to  that  of  the  ordinary  legislature. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  an  ordinance  pass,  recommending  to  the  good  people  oi 
•this  Commonwealth  the  choice  of  delegates,  to  meet  in  General  Convention,  with  powers  to  form  a  constitution  of 
government  to  which  all  laws  present  and  future  should  be  subordinate :  Providing,  that  the  present  government  shall 
remain  in  every  respect  as  it  now  is,  until  such  constitution  shall  be  finally  settled,  and  actually  substituted. 

The  1st  and  3d  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  2d  and  4tli  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time,  were  amended;  and  on  the  question  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  5th  and  6th  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  upon  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Harrison  do  carry  the  2nd  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
iiad,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  James  Upshaw,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed 
upon  a  report  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  tlie  said  James  Upshaw  was  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  the  month  of  February 
1776,  in  which  capacity,  and  that  of  a  captain,  he  acted  until  the  month  of  September  1778,  when,  by  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  army  he  was  returned  a  supernumerary;  that  whilst  in  the  army  he  received  a  painful  wound  in  his  ancle, 
which  has  in  some  measure  disabled  him;  that  he  has  been  in  service  in  the  militia  upon  two  different  invasions  of  this 
State,  by  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  Of  the  said  James  Upshaw,  praying  a  bounty 
in  lands,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  same  portion  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  captain  serving  three  years  in 
the  army. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth :        »- 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Roger  Williams,  setting  forth,  that  he  was  ^ 
appointed  commissary  for  the  garrison  at  York  town;  and  in  the  month  of  January  1780,  was  induced,  from  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  troops  at  that  garrison,  and  the  unwillingness  of  the  people  to  furnish  provisions  on  the  credit  of  the  pub- 
lic, to  pass  his  bond  with  one  Robert  Robertson,  his  security,  to  a  certain  Richard  M'Intosh,  for  the  payment  of  such 
provisions  as  the  garrison  then  stood  in  need  of;  that  in  the  month  of  October  following,  he  tendered  to  the  said 
Richard  M'Intosh,  money  to  the  amount  of  his  said  bond,  which  he  refused  to  receive  as  having  considerably  depre- 
ciated;  since  which,  he  has  obtained  a  judgment  against  the  petitioner  and  his  said  security,  for  41/.  16^.  Id.  specie, 
and  actually  recovered  the  same  from  the  estate  of  his  said  security  by  sueing  out  execution  upon  the  said  judgment; 
and  praying  that  the  said  sura  of  money  may  be  reimbursed  by  the  public,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  ought 
to  issue  a  warrant  V-ccordingly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petitioa  of  Savary  de  Valcoulon  as 
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prays,  that  lie  may  receive  immediate  payment  of  the  debt  due  from  this  State  to  Messrs.  Colougnac  and  Company,  is 
reasonable. 

Besolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays,  that  he  may 
be  allowed  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  on  the  said  debt,  to  be  computed  from  the  date  of  the  warrant,  which  he  has 
obtained  for  the  same  bill  paid;  is  reasonalile. 

Resolved;  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays,  that  the  ex- 
penses which  he  has  incurred  in  getting  the  said  debt  liquidated  and  ascertained;  be  rejected. 

Besolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Bronau,  praying  relief,  in  consi- 
deration of  his  being  suddenly  seized  with  a  violent  disorder,  which  has  deprived  him  of  the  use  of  one  side  whilst  an 
artificer  in  the  public  service,  and  which  has  rendered  him  unable  to  labor ;  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Jacob  Price,  praying  relief  in  consideration 
of  several  wounds  which  he  received  whilst  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  this  State,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner 
ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Bronan,  praying  relief  in  consider- 
ation of  several  wounds  which  he  received  whilst  serving  as  a  soldier  during  the  last  war  against  the  French ;  and  also, 
during  the  late  war,  and  which  have  rendered  him  unable  to  support  himself  by  labor,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  pe- 
titioner ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  as  a  Serjeant. 

Resolved.,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Robert  Church,  praying  relief,  in  consi- 
deration of  a  wound  which  he  i^eceivcd  at  the  battle  of  Guilford  Courthouse,  whilst  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  militia 
of  this  State,  ;uid  which  has  rendered  him  unable  to  labor,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed 
the  sum  of  \0l.  for  his  present  relief,  and  also  the  half  pay  of  a  soldier,  tor  the  term  of  four  years. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Ragsdale,  late  sherifl'of  the  countj- 
of  Lunenburg,  setting  forth,  tliat  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  Assembly,  the  damages  obtained  against  him  for  a  balance 
of  the  public  taxes,  were  remitted  upon  condition  that  he  paid  the  principal  and  costs  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  Ja- 
nuary, which  he  was  prevented  from  doing  bj'  reason  of  the  extreme  severity  of  the  weather;  and  praying  that  he  may 
now  be  exonerated  from  the  payment  Of  the  said  damages  ;  is  reasonable. 

The  1st,  5t[i,  Gth  and  7th  resolutions,  were  severally  i-ead  a  second  time,  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed 
10  by  the  House. 

The  2d,  3d,  and  4ih  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time,  and  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  5th,  Gth,  7th,  8th  and  9th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire 
their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Madison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  Lewis  Abraham  Pauley,  and  also  the  claim  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  to  them  referred; 
and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeih: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  oj  this  committee,  That  the  claims  of  the  said  Lewis  Abraham  Pauley,  and  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  against  this  State  for  military  stores  and  clothing,  furnished  the  same,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  execu- 
tive for  their  settlement;  and  that  they  make  report  to  the  Legislature  of  such  balances  as  shall  appear  to  be  due  the 
said  claimants. 

Mr.  William  V/atkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee 
kiad,  according  to  order,  examined  several,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  bills  to  the  Senate  for  their  inspection. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill,  "for  establishing  an  inspection  of  hemp;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown  : 
}  Mu.  Spj'AKER, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  making  allowances  to  Henry  Ward  and  Catha- 

rine Helphinstone,  and  for  continuing  Jacob  Wine  on  the  list  of  pensioners.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
^  A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

^  Mr.  Sitaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill,  "(o  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  establish  certain  and 

adequate  lunds  for  the  redemption  of  certificates  grunted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  for  their  arrears  of  pay  and  de- 
preciation."    And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill, 
"to  repeal  an  ordinance  of  Convention,  and  to  regulate  elections,  and  enforce  the  attendance  of  the  members  of  the 
General  Assembly;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  !iad  gone  through  the  same, 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  asraiii  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  (lie  House  do  come  to  ihe  /'ollowing  resolution: 

It  appearing  from  the  information  of  the  attorney  general,  that  accident  hath  hitherto  prevented  the  settlement  of 
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the  dispute  between  the  Commonwealth  and  Mr,  Simon  Nathan ;  and  that  he  hath  agreed  with  the  said  Natlian,  to  sub- 
mit the  same  to  arbitration,  on  a  case  to  be  stated  and  supported  bj'  arguments  on  botli  sides,  in  writing,  provided  a 
due  sanction  should  be  obtained  for  his  so  doing. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly,  are  desirous  that  the  dispute  aforesaid,  may  be  adjusted  with  expedition ; 
and  that  the  attorney  general  be  authorised  to  submit  it  in  such  manner,  and  to  such  person  or  persons,  as  he  shall  ap- 
prove, to  be  determined  on  principles  of  law  and  equity;  and  that  he  make  report  to  the  General  Assembly,  of  his 
proceedings  therein. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Cabell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  directing  the  course  of  descents;''  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  second  reading  of  the  said  bill,  be  postponed  until  the  second  Monday  in  November  next. 

Mr.  Cabell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "concerning  wills,  the  distribution  of  intestates  estates,  and  the 
duty  of  executors  and  administrators;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  second  reading  of  the  said  bill,  be  postponed  until  the  second  Monday  in  November  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  his  excellency  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  General  Mughlenburg,  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  examined  into  the  information  respecting  John  Warden,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeth  : 

The  said  John  Warden  appeared  before  your  committee,  and  waving  the  necessity  of  examining  any  witnesses 
as  to  the  charge  against  him,  delivered  in  the  following  written  acknowledgment,  signed  with  his  name : 

"  I  do  acknowledge,  that  on  a  mistaken  opinion  that  the  House  of  Delegates  had  voted  against  the  payment  of 
British  debts,  agreeable  to  the  treaty  of  peace  between  America  and  Great  Britain,  I  said,  that  if  it  had  done  so,  some 
of  them  had  voted  against  paying  for  the  coats  on  their  backs.  A  committee  of  the  House  judging  this  expression 
derogatory  to  the  honor  and  justice  of  the  House,  I  am  sorry  for  the  oflence  1  have  given,  and  assure  the  committee 
that  it  never  was  my  intention  to  afiront  the  dignity  of  the  House,  or  insult  any  member  of  it." 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  acknowledgment  of  the  said  John  Warden,  is  satis- 
factory; and  that  he  ought  to  be  discharged  out  of  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Augusta,  praying  an  alteration  of  the  form 
of  government,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  orders  of  the  daj^,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  upon  the  bills  "for  appointing  public  notaries  ;"  "  directing  the  mode  of  sueing  out  and  pro- 
secuting writs  of  habeas  corpus;"  "  to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  additional  powers  for 
a  limited  time;"  "to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chancery;"  "  for  imposing  an 
additional  duty  of  one  and  a  half  per  centum,  on  certain  goods,  wares  and  merchandize ;"  and  "  for  restricting  foreign 
vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth,"  being  read;  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  June  15,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "to  reppal  an  ordinance  of  Convention,  and  to  regulate  elections,  and  enforce  the  attendance 
of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  altering  the  time  of  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence, 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "  to 
revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State,"  was  committed,  that  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  directed  him,  to  report  the 
same,  without  any  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time.       » 

A  bill,  "  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  hemp;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
comniitiee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Matthews  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  compel  the  delinquent  counties  within  this  State,  to 
Q4 
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pav  the  one  eighth  per  cent,  tax ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  Carrington  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Governor's  letter  respect- 
ing the  forgeries  of  certificates,  whereon  settlements  have  been  obtained  in  the  auditors'  oflice,  under  the  act  passed 
at  the  October  session  in  the  year  1781,  entitled  "an  act,  to  adjust  and  regulate  the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  officers, 
and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment,  and  also  of  the  oflicers,  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines  in 
the  service  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  under  another  act,  passed  at  the  May  session  1 782,  entitled  "  an 
act,  for  providing  more  efiectiial  funds  for  the  pre-emption  of  certificates,  granted  the  officers  and  soldiers  raised  by 
this  State;"  that  the  committee  liad,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  come  to  a 
resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
was  again  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  die  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for restricting  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr, 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  di- 
rected him  to  report  whenever  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  session. 

Ordered,,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  prevent  the  malicious  burning  of  prisons ;"  and  that  Messrs 
Henderson,  Marshall,  Brent,  Booker,  and  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  appointing  public  notaries;"  "directing  the  mode  of  sueing  out,  and  prose- 
cuting writs  of  habeas  corpus;"  "to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  additional  powers  for  a 
limited  time;"  "  to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chancery;"  and  "for  imposing 
;m  additional  duty  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  certain  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oil'  till  to-morrow. 

\nd  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  June  IG,  1784. 

The  House,  being  informed  that  Mr.  Robert  Sawyers,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  at- 
tended in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Robert  Sawyers  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State;" 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  calling  in 
and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  compel  the  delinquent  counties  within  this  State,  to  pay  the  one  eighth  per  cent,  tax;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Jones  of  King  George,  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  incorporat- 
ing the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  they 
are  signed  l)y  the  Speaker.     And  then  he  witlidrew. 

A  bill,  "  for  incorpcirating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Churcli,  and  for  other  purposes;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Ml.  C.irter  Henry  Unrrihon  reported,  from  the  connnittee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  re- 
port, and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
tabic,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  yonr  coiiiiiiitteo,  that  William  Mountjoy  engaged  in  the  service  as  a  subaltcn  officer,  in  the  third 
Virginia  regimont  in  February  1776;  tiiot  in  the  same  year  heexclianged  his  commission  for  that  of  quarter-master  to 
the  said  regiment ;  iliat  alter  acting  some  time  as  a  regimental  and  brigade  quarter-master,  he  was  appointed  paymaster 
to  the  ihird  regiment,  in  which  cnpacity  he  acted  until  the  spring  of  the  year  1779,  when  he  retired  from  t'le  service. 

It  api'cars  lo  your  coiiiinr.ce,  tliat  (  liarles  West,  was  appointed  a  captain  in  ih.'  third  Virginia  regiment,  early 
in  the  spring  of  1776,  in  wjiich  rank,  and  that  of  a  major,  he  acted  until  the  6th  day  of  July  1778,  when  he  was  per- 
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mitteii  by  his  excellency  General  Washington  to  retire  from  the  service,  on  account  of  an  iiillamination  in  his  right  eye, 
which  had  deprived  him  of  sight  from  it. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Thomas  Elliott,  was  appointed  lieutenant  colonel  of  a  minute  battalion  in 
November  1775,  and  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  garrison  at  Hampton,  where  he  continued  until  he  was  appoint- 
ed a  lieutenant  colonel  to  one  of  the  regiments  raised  by  this  State  in  the  spring  1776,  in  which  rank,  and  that  of  a 
colonel,  he  acted  until  October  1777,  when  his  infirm  state  of  health  compelled  him  to  resign. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Michael  Bowyer,  was  appointed  a  captain  in  the  month  of  August  1770,  to 
command  a  company  of  regulars  raised  by  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  frontiers  from  the  incursions 
of  the  Indians;  that  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1777,  he  marched  with  his  company  from  a  fort  at  Tyger's  Valley  to 
Winchester,  and  was  attached  to  tiie  twelfth  regiment ;  that  he  soon  after  received  a  commission  in  the  line,  and  con- 
tinued in  service  to  the  northward,  until  October  1778,  when,  by  the  reduction  of  the  regiments,  he  became  a  super- 
numerary officer.  ^ 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Henry  Tatem,  was  appointed  a  lieutenant  of  infantry,  in  March  1776,  in 
which  capacity  he  acted  in  the  continental  army  until  the  arrangement  took  place  in  1778,  when  he  became  a  super- 
numerai-y  officer;  and  that  he  has  been  since  several  times  upon  duty  in  the  service. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Gabriel  Maupin,  was  appointed  in  the  year  1776,  keeper  of  the  magazines 
in  and  near  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  with  the  rank  of  captain,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Mountjoy,  praying  a  bounty  in 
lands,  is  reasonable;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  same  portion  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  captain  serving  three 
years. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Charles  West,  praying  a  bounty  in  lands 
may  be  granted  him,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  same  portion  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  major 
serving  three  years. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Elliott,  praying  that  a  bounty  in 
lands  may  be  granted  him,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  same  quantity  as  is  by  law  given  to  a 
colonel  serving  three  years. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Michael  Bowyer,  praying  that  a  bounty  in 
lands  may  be  granted  him,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  like  quantity  as  is  by  law  given  to  a 
captain  serving  three  years. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Henry  Tatem,  praying  that  the  same  por- 
tion of  land  may  be  allowed  him  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  lieutenant  serving  three  years,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  tha{  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Gabriel  Maupin,  praying  that  the  same 
portion  of  land  may  be  allowed  lijm  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  captain  serving  three  years,  is  reasonable. 

The  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th  and  6tli  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House.  , 

The  6th  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was  amended ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  j\Ir.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4lh  and  6th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and 
desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Gi-ievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  re- 
solutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  ihe  district  of  Ken- 
tucky, praying  that  circuit  courts  may  be  established  for  the  purpose  of  trying  caveats  in  each  county  within  the  said 
district,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Allen,  praying  that  the  warrants  grants 
ed  him  by  the  auditors  for  pay  and  depreciation  as  a  captain  in  the  State  artillery,  may  be  cancelled  by  them;  and 
that  they  issue  the  like  certificates  as  those  granted  the  officers  of  the  State  line,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Carter,  late  a  surgeon's  mate  in  the 
continental  hospital,  praying  that  his  pay  and  depreciation  account  may  be  settled  by  the  auditors,  and  that  they  grant 
him  certificates  for  the  balance,  to  be  paid  in  like  manner,  as  certificates  granted  the  officers,  is  reasonable ;  and  that 
the  auditors  charge  the  same  to  the  United  States  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Anthony  Walke,  Peter  Singleton,  Wil- 
liam White  and  William  Walke,  of  the  county  of  Princess  Anne,  praying  that  the  proprietors  of  lots  in  the  town  of 
Kempresville,  may  be  allowed  the  term  of  twenty  years  to  build  upon  and  save  the  same,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  Thai  the  petition  of  Roderick  M'CuUock,  sherifl'of  the  county  ^ 
of  Amherst,  praying  that  the  ten  per  centum  damages  upon  a  judgment  against  him  in  the  General  Court  for  balance 
of  taxes  due  for  the  year  1782,  may  be  remitted,  is  reasonable;  it  nppearing  to  the  committee,  that  the  petitioner 
was  not  commissioned  sherifl"  until  January  1783,  which  was  six  months  after  the  taxes  were  payable. 

Resohfd,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tliat  the  petition  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  inhabitants  of 
the  county  of  Frederick,  praying  that  they  may  be  exempted  from  attending  general  and  private  musters,  is  resonable. 
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Resolved,  (hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  tiie  petition  of  John  Thomas,  sherill'  of  the  county  of 
Rockingham,  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  further  time  to  collect  and  pay  the  taxes  due  from  the  said  county,  be 
rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Patrick  Doran,  praying  that  the  register 
of  the  Land  Office,  may  be  empowered  to  issue  a  warrant  for  surveying  a  tract  of  land  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  to 
which  he  is  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Murray,  praying  that  a  bounty 
in  lands  may  be  granted  him,  be  rejected. 

The  Ist,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  7th,  8th  and  9th  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  6th  resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  was  amended ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House.  , 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  2d  and  5th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  Gth  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Prentis  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  amendments  made  yesterday,  to  the  bill  "  to 
restrict  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth;"  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place  and  afterwards 
delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  al'ter  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
made  a  further  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report  a  state  of  the  business  to  be  settled  by 
the  commissioner  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  State  to  act  with  the  commissioner  of  the  United  States  in  settling  the 
account  of  expenditures  for  acquisition  and  protection  of  the  western  country  ceded  by  this  Slate  to  the  United  States. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Henderson,  Isaac  Zane,  Grayson,  Madison,  Wood  and  Ronald. 

The  orders  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "  for  ap- 
pointing public  notaries;"  "directing  the  mode  of  sueing  out  and  prosecutiug  writs  of  habeas  corpus;"  "to  invest 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  additional  powers  for  a  limited  time;"  "to  explain  and  amend  the  act, 
'establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chancery;"  and  "  for  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  on 
certain  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  June  17,  Hi 


A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  directed  me  to  inform  this  House  that  they  are  willing  to  Join  in  an  address  to 
General  Washington ;  and  that  they  have  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  the  same  in  concert  with  a  committee  of 
this  House;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  (he  bill  "to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  land,  the  improvements  thereon,  and  the 
number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  compel  the  delinquent  counties  within  this  State  to  pay  the  one  eighth  per  cent,  tax ;"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  tlie  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  compel  the  delinquent  counties  within  this 
State  to  pay  the  one  eightli  per  cent,  tax." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne: 
k  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  iiave  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  allowing  James  Upshaw,  a  bounty  in  lands;  for 
paying  a  sum  of  money  to  Thomas  Nelson,  jun. ;  for  making  compensation  to  Thomas  Bronan  and  Robert  Church, 
wounded  soldiers;  for  puling  Jacob  Price,  on  the  list  of  pensioners;  respecting  Simon  Nathan's  claim  against  this 
State  ;  to  exonerate  John  R;)gsdale,  from  the  damages  upon  a  JMdgment  obtained  against  him  for  a  balance  of  taxes; 
and  for  reimbursing  Roger  Williams  a  sum  of  money  advanced  by  him  for  the  public,  with  an  amendment,  to  which 
tliey  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
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A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  altering  the  time  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  General  1| 
Assembly,  and  for  other  purposes."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  restrict  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth;"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up ;  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  aflirmative.  Ayes,     64.  Noes,     58. 

Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  bill  be,  "an  act,  to  restrict  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Common- 
wealth." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Henderson,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Carter  Bassett  Harrison, 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Thomas  Parramore,  Nicholas  Cabell,  Archibald  Stuart, 
Charles  Patteson,  Samuel  Hawes,  jun.  Edward  Carrington,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Frencli  Strother,  Miles  King, 
George  Wray,  Spencer  Roane,  William  Gatewood,  Thomas  West,  Thomas  Smith,  George  Clendinnen,  Isaac  Coles, 
Garland  Anderson,  Patrick  Henry,  Peter  Saunders,  William  Norvell,  William  Walker,  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  Ro- 
bert Marshall,  Philip  Barbour,  Larkin  Smith,  Joseph  Jones  of  King  George,  William  Thornton,  Benjamin  Temple, 
William  Dandridge  Claiborne,  John  Heath,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Peyton,  William  Anderson,  John  Glenn,  John 
Logan,  Francis  Corbin,  John  Breckenridge,  Willis  Riddick,  Kinchen  Godwin,  William  Arinistead,  John  Kearnes, 
Daniel  Sandford,  Lytlleton  Eyre,  Bennett  Tompkins,  Thomas  Gaskins,  jun.  Ebenezer  Zane,  James  Madison,  VVilliam 
Ronald,  Richard  Bibb,  John  Ackiss,  Thomas  Waike,  John  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Albridgeion  Jones,  Thomas  Tovvles, 
Mann  Page,  Bailey  Washington,  William  Brent,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  John  Allen,  Thomas  Edmonds,  of  Sussex, 
John  Langhorne,  Joseph  Prentis,  Nathaniel  Nelson  and  Thomas  Matthews.  ^ 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Edward  Carter,  Samuel  Sherwin,  John   J^ 
Booker,  jun.  Michael  Bowyer,  John  Trigg,  Robert  Clarke,  Moses  Hunter,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  Thomas 
Claiborne,  John  Nicholas,  John  Ward,  John  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Jacob  Morton,  Thomas  Collier,  Bernard  Markham,  , 
Matthew  Cheatham,  James  Pendleton,  VVilliam  Watkins,  Joseph  Jones  of  Dinwiddie,  Alexander  Henderson,  William  p* 
Pickett,   John  Marshall,  John  Crittendon,  Roger  Thompson,  Samuel  Richardson,  Alexander  White,  James  Wood, 
James  Hubard,  Thomas  Underwood,  James  Wall,  Batte  Peterson,  John  Coleman,  Turner  Soutiiall,  Nathaniel  Wil- 
kinson, Benjamin  Pope,  Edmund  Byne,  William  White,  John  Berryman,  George  Slaughter,  Samuel  Goode,  Benjamin 
Wilson,  Francis  Worman,  Robert  Sawyers,  Charles  Porter,  Benjamin  Lankford,  William  Dix,  William  Mayo,  Ed- 
mund Ruffin,  William  Grayson,  John  Bowyer,  Gawiii  Hamilton,  Jolin  Hopkins,  Isaac  Zane,  John  Howell  Briggs, 
Richard  Lee,  William  Russell  and  James  Montgomery. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  entitled  "  an  act,  to  restrict  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth," 
tills  day  passed  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  their  concurrence,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal,  and,  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  Journal  of  the  House  thereupon,  printed  in  hand  bills,  and  lour  copies  thereof  delivered  to  each  member. 

A  bill,  entitled  "  an  act,  to  restrict  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth." 

Whereas,  the  trade  and  commerce  carried  on  between  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  and  foreign  merchants, 
would  be  placed  upon  a  more  equal  foundation,  and  expedition  and  dispatch  thereby  the  better  promoted,  if  the  ves- 
sels of  foreign  merchants  trading  to  this  State  should  be  restricted  to  certain  ports  and  places  within  the  same,  in 
lading  and  unlading;  and  the  revenue  arising  from  commerce  would  also  thereby  be  more  certainly  collected ; 

Be  it  therefore  enacted.  That  the  ships  and  other  vessels  trading  to  this  Commonwealth  from  foreign  parts,  which 
are  the  property  of  other  than  the  citizens  of  the  same,  shall  enter,  clear  out,  lade  and  unlade  at  the  following  places, 
to  wit :  Norfolk,  Portsmouth,  Tappahannock,  York  town,  or  Alexandria,  and  at  no  other  ports  or  places  therein ;  and  all 
ships  and  other  vessels  trading  to  this  Commonwealth  from  foreign  parts,  owned  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  jointly  with  a 
foreigner  or  foreigners,  shall  also  be  restricted  to  enter,  clear  out,  lade  and  unlade  at  these  ports  or  places,  and  at  none 
other;  all  duties  payable  upon  tonnage,  and  upon  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize  imported  into  this  State,  in  such  ships 
or  other  vessels,  shall  be  paid  and  accounted  for,  bv  the  master  or  owner,  to  the  naval  officer  or  collector,  at  such  of 
the  aforesaid  ports  or  places  where  such  ship  or  other  vessel  shall  enter,  and  break  bulk ;  and  if  the  master  or  owner 
of  any  such  ship  or  other  vessel,  shall  enter,  clear  out,  lade  or  unlade,  or  break  bulk  at  any  other  port  or  place  within 
this  Commonwealth  other  than  those  aforementioned,  the  master  or  owner  of  such  ship  or  other  vessel  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  double  that  duty  on  tonnage,  and  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize  by  hiin,  which  by  law  he  would  be  compell- 
ed to  pay  at  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  or  places ;  which  said  double  duties  sliall  be  paid  by  such  master  or  owner,  in 
48  hours  alter  his  arrival  at  any  other  port  or  place;  and  for  failure  thereof,  he  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  penalty,  (as 
by  law,  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  are  now  subject  to  in  case  of  failure)  to  pay  the  duties  required  from  them 
upon  the  importation  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  ;  which  said  penalty  shall  be  recovered  and  applied  in  like 
manner,  as  the  penalty  tiom  the  citizens  in  the  case  aforesaid,  is  directed  to  be  recovered  and  applied. 

And  whereas,  the  navigating  small  country  craft  by  slaves,  the  property  of  the  owntrs  of  such  craft,  tends  to  dis- 
courage free  white  seamen  ;  and  to  increase  the  number  of  such  free  white  seamen  would  produce  public  good: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted.  That  not  more  than  one-third  pan  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  navigation  of  any  bay 
or  river  craft,  shall  consist  of  slaves;  and  if  the  owner  of  any  bay  or  river  craft,  shall  presume  to  pat  on  huai-.l  any 
such  craft  as  navigators,  more  slaves  than  the  proportion  aforesaid,  s'ich  owner  siiall  forfeit  and  p'\  tlie  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds  for  each  offence,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  or  information  in  any  court  ol  record. 
R  4 
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This  act  sliall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  tlie  lOtli  day  of  June  1786;  and  so  much  of  all  acts  of 
f  Assembly  as  comes  within  the  purview  of  this  act,  shall  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  appoint  commissioners  to  settle  and  adjust  the  rights  of  lo- 
cated lands  in  the  counties  of  Jefferson,  Lincoln  and  Fayette;  and  that  Messrs.  Barbour,  Crittendon,  Stuart,  Marshall 
and  Breckenridge,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  register  of  the  Land  Office  in  issuing  warrants  to  the  several  persons  entitled  to  bounties  in 
land  by  resolutions  of  General  Assembly,  be  directed  to  specify,  that  such  bounties  are  to  be  made  good  out  of  the 
surplus  lands  within  the  territory  laid  off  by  law  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State  establishments, 
after  their  portions  have  been  located. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stuart  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  to 
explain  and  amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  the  High  Court  of  Chancery;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  that  tlie  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which 
they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  directing  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  known  by  the 
name  of  Gosport;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  lands,  the 
improvements  thereon,  and  the  number  of  people  within  this  Commonwealth ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

rThe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolution,  for  reimbursing  Roger  Wil- 
liams a  sum  of  money,  advanced  by  him  for  the  public;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  Speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills: 

"  An  act,  for  continuing  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  enem^'  within  this  Commonwealth." 

"An  act,  for  further  continuing  an  art,  entitled  '  an  act,  concerning  pensioners." 

"An  act,  for  regulating  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  Congress." 

"An  act,  for  dividing  the  county  of  Monongalia." 

"An  act,  to  suspend  in  part  the  operation  of  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of 
Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,  into  one  act,'  for  a 
limited  time." 

"An  act,  to  amend  an  act,  for  establishing  a  Land  Office,  and  ascertaining  the  terms  and  manner  of  granting 
waste  and  unappropriated  lands." 

"  An  act,  of  indemnity  to  certain  persons." 

"  An  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of  Martinsburg  in  the  county  of  Berkeley, 
•md  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Henderson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  prevent  the  malicions  burning  of  the  prisons  in  this 
Commonwealth;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be 
read  a  second  time, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  Riven  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  revive  and  amend  the  act, '  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  cer- 
tain certificates  ;"  and  thai  Messrs.  Ronald,  Grayson,  Prentis,  Jones  of  Dinwiddie,  and  Nicholas,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  Mr.  Monroe,  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Hardy,  and  a  letter  of  resignation  of  his  seat  in  Council  from  Mr.  Lomax ;  which  were  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  tlie  table. 

The  orders  of  ilie  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  theJH 
CommonweaUh;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  appointing  public  notaries;"  "directing  the  mode  of  sueing  out  and  procecut^H 
ing  writs  of  habeas  corpus;"  "to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  additional  powers  for  a  limite(^| 
tune;     "for  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  certain  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes;"  and    ' 
"  for  incorporating  the  clergy  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  other  purposes,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oil  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 
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A  bill,  "directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Tuesday  next. 

A  bill,  "directing  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  known  by  the  name  of  Gosport;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow.  , 

Mr.  Southall  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  directing  the  sale  of  public  lands  and  other  property  in  and 
near  the  city  of  Richmond;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  reso- 
lutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Halifax, 
praying  that  the  said  county  may  be  divided  by  Dan  river  to  its  confluence  with  Banister  river,  thence  by  Banister 
river  to  the  county  line,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  sundry  persons,  whose  names  are  there- 
unto subscribed,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  appointing  commissioners  to  divide  equally  amongst  the  petitioners  a 
certain  tract  of  land,  which  they  hold  in  common,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  trustees  and  divers  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Kempsville,  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne,  as  prays,  that  the  trustees  of  the  said  town  may  be 
authorised  and  directed  to  lay  off  the  same  in  a  manner  least  prejudicial  to  the  inhabitants  thereof,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  further  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays,  that  the 
trustees  may  be  empowered  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  town,  to  be  applied  towards  making  reparation  to  the  proprietors  of 
lots,  for  the  damages  they  may  sustain  by  the  laying  off  the  said  town,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays,  that  the  lots 
in  the  said  town,  may  not  be  forfeited  for  want  of  improvement  within  twenty  years,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  North- 
umberland, praying  that  the  inspections  of  Coan's,  Wycomico  and  Indian  Creek,  may  be  separate  and  distinct,  is  rea- 
sonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  3d  and  6th  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolu- 
tions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Rachel  Bryant,  widow  of  Thomas  Bryant, 
deceased,  who  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  State  garrison  regiment;  praying  that  a  bounty  in  land  may  be  granted  her  in 
consideration  of  her  husband's  services,  be  rejected ;  it  appearing  to  the  committee,  that  the  said  Thomas  Bryant  re- 
signed his  commission  before  he  had  served  three  years. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Andrew  Donnelly,  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Greenbrier  ;  praying  that  the  ten  per  cent,  damages  on  the  amount  of  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  in  the  General 
Court,  for  the  taxes  due  for  the  year  1782,  may  be  remitted;  and  that  he  may  be  allowed  until  the  1st  day  in  No- 
vember next,  to  discharge  such  balance,  upon  the  petitioner's  paying  the  same  in  money,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  William  Griffin,  late  sheriff  of 
the  county  of  King  and  Queen,  as  prays  that  the  damages  on  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  in  the  General  Court 
for  the  bnlance  of  taxes  due  for  the  year  1782,  may  be  remitted,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  petition  of  the  said  William  Griffin, 
as  prays  that  he  may  be  allowed  further  time  to  collect  the  taxes  due  from  the  said  county  of  King  and  Queen,  for 
the  year  1783,  is  reasonable,  upon  the  petitionei-'s  paying  the  balance  of  such  taxes  in  money,  on  or  before  the  1st  day 
of  November  next ;  it  appearing  to  the  committee,  that  the  illness  of  one  of  the  petitioner's  deputies,  who  is  lately 
dead,  unavoidably  retarded  the  collection  of  tht-  said  taxes. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Philip  Hammond  and  John  Pry  or;  praying 
that  a  gratuity  in  land  may  be  made  them,  be  ri-iected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Mayo,  jun.;  praying  that  a  ferry  may 
be  established  from  his  land  on  the  south  side  of  Junes  river,  to  the  opposite  shore,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  divers  inhabi- 
tants of  the  district  of  Kentucky,  praying  that  a  tax  may  be  iinposed  on  caveats,  writs  and  subpoenas  in  Chancery, 
issued  wilhin  the  said  district,  and  the  monies  arising  therefrom,  as  also  from  the  tax  on  ordinary  licences,  and  dutjf 
on  goods  imported  within  the  same,  paid  to  the  jud<;es  of  the  said  District  Court  and  attorney  general,  as  an  addition 
to  their  salaries,  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

R'soh-ed,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  John  Himter. 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Campbell ;  praying  that  the  treasurer  may  be  directed  to  receive  from  hipi  sundry  notes  for 
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tobacco  whirl]  was  burnt  in  Manchester  warehouses,  but  received  by  him  in  the  course  of  his  collection  before  that 
eveiii  happened,  he  referred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

The  1  St  3d,  5th,  6th  and  7th  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  2d  and  4th  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time,  were  amended;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  8th  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  2d  and  4th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Stephen  Ashby  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed 
upon  a  report  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  conimittce,  ihat  the  said  Stephen  Ashby  was  appointed  a  captain  in  the  continental  army  on 
the  9th  day  of  Sepiember  1776,  and  continued  in  actual  service  until  September  1778,  when  he  became  a  supernume- 
rary at  the  arningenient  and  reduction  of  the  Virginia  line;  that  he  was  afterwards  called  into  service  to  collect  the 
recruits  in  diliereni  parts  of  the  State,  which,  added  to  his  former  sei-vice,  would  complete  three  years. 

Resolved,  ihat  it  u  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Stephen  Ashby,  praying  to  be  allow- 
ed the  same  bounty  in  lands  as  is  given  by  law  to  a  captain  serving  three  years  in  the  army,  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  re- 
port and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Leven  Powell  was  appointed  a  major  to  a  minute  battalion  in  the  year  1775, 
and  was  four  months  upon  duty,  in  the  latter  end  of  that,  and  the  beginning  of  the  year  1776;  that  in  December 
1777,  he  was  commissioned  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  continental  army,  and  acted  in  that  rank  until  October  1778, 
when  his  bad  state  of  health  compelled  him  to  resign ;  that  he  has  since  been  upon  duty  with  the  militia  at  different 
periods. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Otway  Byrd  resigned  his  commission  in  the  British  service;  and  in  September 
177.5,  was  appointed  aid-de-camp  to  General  Lee,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  until  the  1st  day  of  January  1777,  when 
he  was  appointed  lieutenant  colonel  of  light  dragoons,  and  acted  under  that  appointment  until  the  15th  of  July  1778. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Cleon  Moore  was  appointed  a  captain  in  the  continental  army  in  the  year  1 777  ; 
that  in  the  battle  at  Brandy  wine,  he  received  a  wound  in  his  body,  which  disabled  him  from  service  until  the  year  fol- 
lowing, when  he  joined  his  regiment,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth ;  and  that  being  unable  to  undergo  the 
fatigue  of  another  campaign,  he  resigned  his  commission. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Nathaniel  Lucas  was  appointed  an  ensign  in  the  4th  Virginia  regiment  upon 
continental  establishment,  in  P'ebruary  1776 ;  that  he  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain,  and  by  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  army  in  the  fall  of  1778,  he  became  a  supernumerary  officer;  and  that  he  haih  since  at  diflerent  periods 
been  upon  duty  in  the  militia. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Thomas  Bullitt,  deceased,  was  in  September  1775,  appointed  adjutant  gene- 
ral of  the  forces  raised  in  this  State;  that  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  in  March  1776,  he  was  appointed  deputy 
adjutant  general  in  the  southern  department,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  until  his  death  in  the 
year  1778. 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Levin  Powell,  praying  that  a 
portion  in  l-.mds  may  be  granted  him,  is  reasonable;  and  that  he  ougiit  to  be  allowed  the  same  quantity  as  is  by  law 
given  to  a  lieutenant  colonel. 

2.  lie.iolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Otway  Byrd,  praying  that  a 
bounty  in  lands  may  be  given  him,  is  reasonable;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  like  portion  as  by  law  is  given 
to  a  lieutenant  colonel. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Cleon  Moore,  praying  that  a  bounty 
in  lands  may  be  granted  him,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  same  portion  as  is  by  law  given  to 
a  captiim. 

4.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Lucas,  praying  that  a  bounty  in 
lands  may  be  granted  h\m,  is  reasonable;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  same  quantity  as  is  by  law  given  to  a 
captain. 

5.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Cuthbert  Bullitt,  praying  that  a  portion 
in  lands  may  be  granted  liiin,  as  representative  and  devisee  of  the  said  Thomas  Bullitt,  is  reasonable;  and  that  he 
oughi  to  be  allowed  the  same  (luantity  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  colonel. 

The  1st,  2il,  3d  and  4th  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  t.  '■  Homm'. 

The  5th  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  1st,  2d,  3d  and  4th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire 
their  concurrence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  upon  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  report- 
ed, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  iiad  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration, 
and  made  a  farther  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House 
for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Reaolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  it  was  referred,  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a  bill  pursuant  to  the  prayer  of  a  petition  of  sundry  Quakers,  be  discharged  therefrom;  and  that  Messrs.  Alexander 
White,  Zane  and  Briggs,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  ascertaining  cer- 
tain taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  according  to  order,  the  amendments 
made  yesterday  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  establishing  a  High  Court  of  Chancery ;"  and  he  read  the  same 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House.  y$ 

Ordered,   That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  b^  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  liad  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  b}' 
the  House,  as  followeth: 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  M'Guire,  late  a  lieutenant  in 
the  1st  regiment  of  artillery;  praying  relief  in  consequence  of  a  wound  which  he  received  at  the  battle  of  the  Entaw 
Springs,  and  which  will  render  him  a  cripple  for  life,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  half 
pay  for  life,  to  commence  from  the  3d  day  of  November  last,  to  be  charged  to  the  continent  in  account  with  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Mildred  Holladay,  setting  forth, 
that  she,  with  her  family,  have  been  reduced  to  great  distress  since  the  death  of  her  husband,  who  was  killed  to  the 
southward  at  the  defeat  of  General  Gates,  whilst  commanding  a  company  of  militia  from  the  State,  and  praying  re- 
lief; be  rejected. 

3.  Resolvfd,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Binns  Jones;  setting  forth,  that  he  was 
appointed  paymaster  to  one  of  the  regiments  of  militia  ord  red  to  the  relief  of  South  Carolina,  and  received  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  paper  money  for  the  use  of  the  said  regiment;  that  the  vouchers  for  the  disbursements  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  said  sum,  and  a  s;aall  balance  of  it  which  remained  in  his  hands,  were  taken  by  the  enemy  at  the  defeat  of 
General  Gates,  by  which  he  is  unable  to  settle  his  accounts;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  settle  the  same 
upon  oath;  is  reasonable. 

4.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Webb,  setting  forth,  that  he  was 
appointed  paymaster  and  clothier  to  the  State  navy,  and  had  settled  all  his  accounts  with  the  auditors  for  his  disburse- 
ment, except  for  a  quantity  of  goods  which  were  destroyed  by  the  troops  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  at  the  Point  ol 
Fork,  in  the  year  1781,  and  which  the  auditors  do  not  think  themselves  authorised  to  allow  him  a  credit  for;  and 
praying  that  he  may  have  a  credit  for  the  goods  so  destroyed,  agreeable  to  the  inventory  taken  thereof;  is  reasonable. 

5.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Pierre,  Lafargue  &.  Co.  setting  lorth, 
that  in  thp  year  1781,  they  had  a  schooner  equipped  for  a  voyage  to  the  West  Indies,  loaded  with  upwards  ot  37,000 
pounds  of  tobacco,  which  was  impressed  into  the  service  of  this  State  by  a  person  authorised  by  the  executive ;  and 
for  which  cargo,  and  the  freight  of  the  said  vessel,  they  have  received  no  sa'isfaction,  and  praying  relief,  ought  to  be 
referred  to  the  executive  to  examine  into  the  several  matters  contained  therein ;  and  after  having  ascertained  the 
balance  which  may  be  due  to  the  petitioners,  that  the  Governor  do  direct  the  auditors  to  issue  warrants  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  3d,  4th  and  5th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  compel  the  delinquent  counties  within  this  State,  to  pay  up 
their  deficiencies  under  the  act  for  recruiting  this  Stale's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States;" 
and  that  Messrs.  Marshall,  Henderson,  Corbin,  Towles,  Roane,  Alexander,  White  and  Southall.  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  same  committee,  to  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  for  compelling  delin- 
quent counties  to  pay  up  certain  arrearages  of  tobacco  taxes. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills,  "for  ap- 
pointiiiff  public  notaries;"  "directing  the  mode  of  sueinp,  ont  and  prose. utiug  writs  of  habeas  corpus;"  "to  invest  the 
United  Stales,  in  Congress  assembled,  with  additional  powers  for  a  limited  time;"  "for  imposing  an  additional  duty 
S  4 
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ot  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes;"  '-for  incorporating  the  clergy  of  the  Pro- 
testant Episcopal  Church,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "and  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  hemp:"  being  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  June  19,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  ''  to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  'an  act  for  establishing  a  High  Court  of  Chancery;"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  bill,  directing  the  sale  of  public  lands  and  other  property  in  and  near  the  city  of  Richmond,  was  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Tuesday  next. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a 
permanent  revenue,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
Tuesday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Selden: 
k        Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  directing  the  auditors  to  issue  certificates  to  John 
Allen  ;  to  remit  the  ten  per  cent,  damages  upon  a  judgment  obtained  against  Roderick  M'CulIock;  and  for  settling 
the  accounts  of  Thomas  Carter.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

It  appearing  to  this  House,  that  several  sheriffs  within  this  Commonwealth  had,  previous  to  the  late  burning  of 
ilie  warehouses  at  Manchester  in  March  last,  received  in  payment  of  taxes,  notes  for  tobacco  in  the  said  warehouses, 
which  the  treasurer  refused  to  receive  in  discharge  of  their  respective  collections; 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  do  receive  such  tobacco  notes,  on  satisfactory  proof  being  made  to  him  that  any 
note  so  offered  was  identically  received  in  payment  of  taxes  by  the  sheriff  offering  the  same,  previous  to  the  burning 
of  the  said  warehouses. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrini;ton  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill, 
directing  the  mode  of  sueing  out  and  prosecuting  writs  of  habeas  corpus;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  hod,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon ;  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  fol- 
loweth : 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Meredith,  setting  forth,  that  he 
was  an  oflicer  in  the  troops  of  this  State,  and  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy  at  Camden,  where  he  was  stripped  of 
all  his  wearing  apparel;  that  his  distress  compelled  him  to  contract  a  debt  in  Charlestown  for  the  purchase  of 
a  few  necessaries,  amounting  to  44/.  5«.  sterling,  which  he  has  since  paid;  and  praying  that  the  said  sum  of  money 
may  be  reimbursed  him,  and  the  amount  thereof  deducted  from  the  certificates  granted  him  for  his  depreciation  of  pay, 
is  reasonable ;  and  that  tiie  said  sum  of  44/.  5s.  sterling,  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  petitioner  out  of  the  fund  appropri- 
ated for  the  redemption  of  the  officers'  and  soldiers'  certificates :  it  appearing  to  the  committee  that  debts  contracted 
by  officers  in  similar  circumstances  have  been  paid  by  the  public,  and  the  amount  thereof  deducted  from  their  pay- 

'2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Edmund  Webb^  praying  that  a  certifi- 
cate wliich  was  g;ranted  him  for  a  horse  impressed  from  him  in  the  year  1780,  and  which  was  countersigned  by  the 
then  governor,  may  be  liquidated  by  the  auditors,  and  a  specie  certificate  granted  him  in  lieu  thereof;  is  reasonable. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  tlie  petition  of  John  Watkins,  praying  that  his  accounts 
fir  pay,  and  also  his  accounts  for  depreciation  and  subsistence  as  steward  to  the  continental  hospital  under  the  dirr-c- 
tion  of  Dr.  Ricknian,  may  be  settled  by  the  auditors,  and  warrants  granted  him  for  the  same,  is  reasonable;  and  that 
the  same  ought  to  be  charged  to  tlie  continent,  in  account  witli  this  Commonwealth. 

4.  Rfsolvi'.d,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  commiliee,  Tliat  the  petition  of  Shtubell  Pratt,  praying  that  his  accounts 
for  services  in  the  medical  department  under  the  direction  ol'  Dr.  Rickman,  (luring  the  late  war,  may  be  settled  by  the 
uiiditors,  and  certificates  granted  him  for  the  same,  is  reasonable;  to  be  charged  "to  the  continent  in  account  with  this 
Commonwealth. 

5.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Angel  and  George  Brown,  praying 
relief  in  consideration  of  wounds  which  they  received  whilst  serving  as  soldiers  during  the  late  war,  and  which  have 
rendered  them  unable  to  labor,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 
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6.  Resolved,  that  it  is  (he  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Arthur  Aikin,  praying  to  be  reimburs- 
ed the  expenses  which  he  incurred  in  the  cure  of  a  wound  which  he  received  at  the  defeat  of  Gen.  Gates,  to  the  south- 
ward, is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  8i.  19*.  5(1.  for  the  same,  to  be  charged  to 
the  continent,  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

7.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Isaac  Thacker,  praying  that  an  allow- 
ance may  be  made  him  for  his  care  and  attendance  of  a  sick  soldier,  in  the  year  1780;  and  also,  that  he  may  be  reim- 
bursed the  doctor's  account,  for  medicines,  &ic.  furnished  the  said  soldier,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  tlie  petitioner  ought 
to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  31.  6s.  6<l.  for  the  same;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

8.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Mocton,  setting  forth,  that  as 
sberifl'  of  Charlotte  county,  he  did,  previous  to  the  destruction  of  the  Manchester  warehouses,  receive  in  part  of  his 
taxes  in  the  said  county,  from  one  William  Davenport,  a  hogshead  of  tobacco,  which  has  been  since  burnt  in  the  said 
warehouses ;  and  praying  that  the  treasurer  may  receive  the  said  tobacco  note,  and  that  he  may  have  credit  for  the 
same,  is  reasonable,  upon  the  petitioner's  producing  satisfactory  proof  to  the  treasurer  of  his  having  received  the  same 
prior  to  the  burning  of  the  said  warehouses. 

9.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  William  Armistead,  late  com- 
missary of  stores  for  the  troops  of  this  State,  as  sets  forth,  that  from  the  various  destructions  of  the  stores  and  tobacco, 
under  his  care,  by  the  enemy  in  the  late  war;  and  also,  by  the  loss  of  many  of  his  books,  vouchers  and  documents,  he 
is  rendered  unable  to  settle  and  close  his  accounts  and  public  transactions  with  the  auditors ;  and  praying  that  the  so- 
licitor be  authorised,  upon  application,  to  adjust  his  accounts  according  to  these  circumstances  :  requiring  such  evidence 
only,  as  the  petitioner  may  be  able  to  produce:  so  that  justice  may  be  done  both  to  the  public  and  the  said  petitioner, 
is  reasonable. 

10.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  sucii  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  he 
maybe  freed  from  all  suits,  and  that  no  judgment  shall  be  entered  against  him  for  any  debts  or  contracts,  made  or 
entered  into  by  him  as  commissary  of  public  stores,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  is  reasonable. 

The  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  9th  and  10th  resolutions,  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  8th  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  and  9th  resolutions  to  the  Senate, 
and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  10th  resolution  ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Claims 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Joseph  Jones  of  King  George,  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and 
are  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  Joseph  Holmes,  and  Edward 
M'Guire,  ought  to  be  appointed  commissioners  to  talve  the  depositions  of  witnesses,  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  peti- 
tions of  David  Browne  and  Peter  Hopwood,  and  return  such  depositions  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  said  David 
Browne,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  dissolving  the  marriage  of  Susannah,  his  daughter,  with  the  said  Peter 
Hopwood,  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  said  Peter 
Hopwood,  in  opposition  thereto,  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Halifax, 
praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  selling  the  glebe  land,  of  Antrim  parish,  in  the  said  county,  and  laying  out  the 
money  in  the  purchase  of  another  glebe,  is  reasonable. 

The  1st,  2d  and  3d  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed 
to  by  the  House. 

The  4th  resolution  being  severally  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  last  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  for  Religion 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Tuesday  next,  proceed  by  Joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  five 
delegates,  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress  for  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  in  November  next;  and  also  to  the 
choice  of  two  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Lomax  and  John  Marshall, 
Esquires,  who  have  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  I\]r.  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  by  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  prohibiting  the  register  of  the  Land  Office  from  issuing  war- 
rants on  auditors'  certificates,  no  provision  was  made  for  those,  who  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  said  resolution,  were 
entitled  to  land  warrants,  and  it  is  just  that  provision  should  be  made  for  such  cases; 
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Resolved,  That  where  any  person  is  possessed  of  a  certificate  of  settlement  and  pre-emption  right  or  of  a  certi- 
ticate  from  the  auditors  given  before  the  passage  of  the  said  resolution,  of  having  deposited  money  in  the  treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  land  warrant,  the  register  be  directed  to  issue  the  same  m  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  said  resolution  had  never  passed.  ,       ,       ,  .      ,  •  r  u 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  ot  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Briggs  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  exempt  Quakers  from  attendmg  musters;  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Jones  of  King  George,  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
in"-  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petidon  of  Augustine  Seaton,  guardian  to  George  Seaton,  to  them  re- 
ferred, and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth: 

'Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Augustine  Seaton,  guardian  to 
George  Seaton,  praying  that  part  of  his  ward's  estate,  which  consists  of  lands,  and  from  which  no  means  can  be  de- 
rived either  for  the  support  of  his  said  ward,  or  for  paying  the  taxes  arising  on  the  lands,  may  be  sold,  and  the  money 
arising  therefrom  vested  in  the  purchase  of  slaves,  for  the  support  of  his  said  ward,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  'for  dissolving  several  vestries  and  electing 
overseers  of  the  poor  in  certain  counties ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Michael  Bovvyer,  Saunders,  Stuart,  Breckenridge,  Coles 
and  Henderson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  Thai  it  be  a  standing  order  of  this  House,  that  no  petition  shall  be  received  claiming  a  sum  of  money, 
unless  it  be  accompanied  with  a  certificate  either  from  the  executive  or  board  of  auditors,  that  the  said  claim  has 
been  laid  before  them  respectively;  and  containing  the  reasons  why  they  refused  to  settle  the  same. 
And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  to  authorise  the  justices  of  the  county  court  of  New  Kent  to 
hold  courts  at  such  places  as  they  shall  think  proper,  on  the  lands  whereon  the  courthouse  of  the  said  county  lately 
stood  ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Armistead,  Norvell  and  Matthews,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  from  the  committee  appointed  to  make  inquiry  respecting  the  burn- 
ing of  the  tobacco  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridge,  which  lay  on  the  table;  and  the  same  being  twice  read,  was  amended 
and  agreed  to  bv  the  House,  as  followed): 

It  appears  "to  your  committee,  that  the  burning  of  the  said  warehouses,  which  happened  on  the  morning  of  the 
26th  of  March,  was  most  probably  done  by  one  of  the  pickers,  whilst  under  intoxication. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  47  hogsheads  wpre  saved  without  damage;  and  that  the  further  quantity  of  79 
hogsheads,  weighing  89,802  pounds  nett,  has  been  re-prised  and  re-inspected  out  of  the  tobacco  saved  from  the  flames; 
for  the  picking,  re-prising  and  furnishing  casks  for  the  tobacco  so  saved,  it  was  stipulated  by  the  inspectors  of  the  said 
warehouses,  upon  the  advice  of  four  magistrates  of  their  county,  to  give  the  persons  engaged  in  that  business,  one 
fourth  part  of  the  tobacco  so  saved,  which  leaves  the  quantity  of  )7,397  pounds  in  their  hands,  with  an  expectation  of 
getting  12  or  15  hogsheads  more  when  the  business  shall  be  fully  completed. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee  from  the  testimony  of  several  creditable  witnesses,  that  the  said  warelinuses, 
when  burnt,  were  in  an  exposed  situation,  from  not  being  properly  finished  ;  and  that  Stephen  Pankey  and  VVdliam 
Fowler,  the  inspectors,  have  been  generally  considered  as  attentive  to  their  duty,  and  have  given  general  satisfaction 
in  the  discharge  thereof. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  previous  to  the  said  warehouses  being  burnt,  the  inspectors  made  fre- 
quent applications  to  the  court  of  their  county  to  put  the  said  warehouses  in  proper  order,  without  being  able  to  efiect 
the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  warehouses  were  burnt  by  accident,  and  not  through  neglect  of  the  inspectors ;  and  that 
they  ought  to  be  indemnified  from  any  loss  resulting  therefrom. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  said  inspectors  in  storing  away  the  tobacco  saved,  and  store-house 
rent  for  the  same,  amounting  to  8/.  16s.  9d.  ought  to  be  reimbursed  them  by  the  public ;  and  that  their  contract  made 
with  the  persons  engaged  in  saving  the  tobacco  taken  out  of  liie  flames,  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

Rewlved,  That  the  proprietors  of  tobacco  in  the  said  warehouses,  ought  to  be  reimbursed  for  the  value  of  the 
said  tobacco  by  the  public,  at  the  price  which  it  was  worth  when  the  same  was  destroyed,  and  provision  ought  to  be 
immediately  made  for  the  payment  thereof  by  an  additional  duty  of  per  hogshead,  on  all  tobacco  exported 

from  this  Commonwealth,  for  a  limited  time. 

And  whereas,  it  appears,  that  several  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  which  were  lodged  in  private  warehouses  after  benig 
inspected,  were  saved,  and  ought  to  be  delivered  to  the  owners  thereof;  but  the  books  being  destroyed,  they  are  uncer- 
tain to  whom  they  have  issued  notes  for  such  tobacco;  and  several  persons  whom  the  inspectors  know  to  be  the  makers 
ol  such  tobacco,  have  applied  to  them  for  notes,  alleging  they  have  not  heretofore  obtained  any  note  or  receipt  for 
the  same,  which  the  inspectors  acknowledge  they  believe  in  several  instances  to  be  the  case; 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Stephen  Pankey  and  William  Fowler,  inspectors  at  the  aforesaid  warehouses, 
ought  to  deliver  all  tobacco  coming  wiihin  the  desi  ription  aforesaid,  to  those  prrsons  who  may  apply  to  them  for 
the  same,  or  such  persons  making  ouih  thui  such  tobacco  is  their  property ;  and  that  they  have  not  at  any  time  ob- 
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tained  any  inspector's  note  or  receipt  for  the  same ;  and  further,  the  persons  so  applying,  to  enter  into  bond  with  two 
approved  securities  to  the  said  inspectors,  for  double  the  value  of  such  tobacco,  to  indemnify  the  said  inspectors  against 
the  claims  of  all  other  persons  who  may  hereafter  be  able  to  show  they  have  a  right  to  any  of  the  tobacco  so  delivered, 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions  ;  and  that  Messrs.  Richard  Lee, 
Slierwin,  Bartlett  Anderson,  William  Watkins,  Wood,  Strother,  Southall,  and  Taylor  of  Southampton,  do  prepare  and 
brinj;  in  the  same. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills,  "  for  appointing  public  notaries  ;"  "  to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, with  additional  powers,  for  a  limited  time;"  "for  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  on 
certain  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes  ;"  "  for  incorporating  the  clergy  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  for 
other  purposes  ;"  "  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  hemp ;"  and  "  directing  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  known  by 
the  name  of  Gosport,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  Monday  next.  , 

And  tlien  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  June  21,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  directing  the  mode  of  sueing  out  and  prosecuting  writs  of  habeas  corpus  ;"  was  read  the 
third  time  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  directing  the  mode  of  sueing  out  and  prosecuting 
writs  of  habeas  corpus." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Randolph  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder 
of  the  session. 

A  bill,  "  to  exempt  Quakers  from  attending  musters;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  tlie  third  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  upon  the 
several  petitions  of  Thorowgood  Keelinu;,  Robert  Stewart,  Thomas  Applewhite  and  Thomas  Herbert;  and  that  the 
same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  '-to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  to- 
bacco, into  one  act;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "  for  incorporating  the  town  of  Petersburg;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  lime,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "  concerning  the  jail  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  order- 
ed to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "giving  Nathaniel  Twining,  the  exclusive  privilege  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage  coach,  for  a  limited  time;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  James  Holloway,  to  them  referred,  and  had 
agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  atlerwards  deliverad  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  James  Hollowaj',  was  appointed  an  ensign  in  the  continental  army,  in 
September  1776,  in  which  rank,  and  that  of  a  lieutenant,  he  acted  until  1768,  when  he  became  a  supernumerary  officer; 
and  that  he  has  since  performed  a  tour  of  duty  in  the  militia  of  this  State,  as  an  officer,  to  the  southward. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  James  Holloway,  praying  that  a 
bounty  in  lands  may  be  given  him,  is  reasonable;  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  same  portion  as  is  given  by  law  to  a 
lieutenant,  serving  three  years. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  James  Thompson,  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
other  oflicers  and  soldiers,  who  served  at  Fort  Randolph,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Rtsohed,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  James  Thompson,  praying  that  the 
officers  and  soldiers  who  served  at  Fort  Randolph,  may  be  entitled  to  a  bounty  in  lands  as  part  of  the  12ih  Virginia 
regiment ;  be  rejected. 
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Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  re- 
solutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  divers  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Greensville,  praying  that  refused  tobacco  may  not  be  burnt,  and  that  the  pickers  may  receive 
monev  in  lieu  of  a  proportion  of  the  tobacco  saved  for  their  trouble,  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Prince  George,  praying  that  the  place  for  holding  courts  in  the  said  county  may  be  fixed  at  or  near 
the  centre  thereof,  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  owners  of 
small  craft  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  praying  that  small  vessels  may  not  be  compelled  to  pay  the  same  fees 
for  entrance  and  clearance  as  those  of  a  larger  burthen,  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  divers  inha- 
bitants of  the  county  of  Northampton,  praying  that  executions  may  be  suspended,  or  that  all  debts  may  be  paid  by 
instalments,  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  authorise  the  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Congress, 
to  subscribe  and  ratify  an  alteration  in  the  8th  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the  thir- 
teen States  of  America;  and  that  Messrs.  Madison,  Jones  of  King  George,  and  Grayson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  otiier  purposes;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  coinmitlee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had 
directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  iipon  the 
said  bill. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwealth;  and  after  sometime  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  that 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
gone  through  the  same,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deliv- 
ered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth  : 

Whereas,  a  part  of  the  tract  of  country  which  hath  been  by  law  set  apart  on  the  east  side  of  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers,  for  bounties  to  the  Virginia  lines  on  continental  and  State  estabUshments,  including  the  navy,  hath 
never  yet  been  ceded  by  or  purchased  from  the  Indians  claiming  the  same,  and  it  is  necessary  that  measures  be  taken 
for  eflectuating  such  cession  or  purchase; 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  be  empowered 
to  take  such  measures  for  obtaining  a  cession  or  purchase  of  any  of  the  aforesaid  lands,  which  may  be  claimed  by  any 
tribe  or  nation  of  Indians,  and  have  never  yet  been  so  ceded  or  purchased,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  conducive  to 
the  honor  and  interest  of  this  State. 

And  whereas,  it  is  represented  that  a  guard  directed  by  the  last  session  of  Assembly  to  be  furnished  from  the 
Kentucky  militia,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  superintendants  and  surveyors  in  the  business  of  locating  and 
surveyiirg  the  lands  given  as  bounties  to  the  troops  aforesaid,  cannot,  with  justice  and  safety  to  the  people  of  the  said 
district,  be  obtained; 

It  is  therefore  resolved.  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  be  empowered  to  apply  to  Congress  through 
the  delegates  of  this  State,  (or  its  sanction  to  the  raising  of  a  proper  number  of  troops,  not  exceeding  two  companies, 
properly  officered,  to  serve  one  year,  if  not  sooner  discharged  ;  and  having  obtained  such  sanction,  to  proceed  to  take 
immediate  measures  to  raise  the  same,  on  the  like  pay  and  rations  as  were  allowed  to  troops  in  the  service  of  this 
State  in  the  late  war  :  to  be  supplied  with  the  necessary  pack-horses,  not  exceeding  tw  cnty :  engaging  to  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates,  the  same  bounties  in  land  as  have  by  law  been  allowed  to  tlie  aforesaid  troops  for  three 
years,  so  as  that  the  bounties  hereby  promised  do  not  intertere  with  past  donations  by  law  or  resolution  of  Assembly; 
and  that  whatever  money  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  into  effect  this  or  the  foregoing  resolution,  be  drawn  from 
the  fund  arising  from 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  from  Augusta  county,  as  relates 
to  an  alteration  of  the  constitution  or  form  of  government,  ought  to  be  rejected;  such  a  measure  not  being  within  the 
province  of  the  House  of  Delegates  to  assume;  but  on  the  contrary, it  is  the  express  duty  of  the  rejuTsentutivrs  of  the 
people  at  all  times,  and  on  all  occasions,  to  preserve  the  same  inviolable,  until  a  majority  of  all  the  free  people  shall 
direct  a  reform  thereof. 

The  1st  and  2d  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  3d  resoltttion  being  read  a  second  time;  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put  to  amend  the  same, 
by  striking  out  the  words,  "such  a  measure  not  being  within  the  province  of  the  House  of  Delegates  to  assume;  but  on 
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the  contrary,  that  it  is  the  express  duty  of  the  representatives  of  tlie  people  at  all  times,  and  on  all  occasions,  to  pre- 
serve the  same  inviolable,  until  a  majority  of  all  the  free  people  shall  direct  a  reform  thereof;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes,     42.  Noes,     57. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Tovvles; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  c(uestion,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  vcho  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Samuel  Sherwin,  Michael  Bowyer, 
Moses  Hunter,  Archibald  Stewart,  Charles  Patterson,  Samuel  Hawes,  jun.  John  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Bernard  Mark- 
ham,  William  Watkins,  Alexander  Henderson,  John  Marshall,  James  Wood,  Andrew  Donnelly,  George  Clendiunen 
William  Norvell,  Edmund  Byne,  Larkin  Smith,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Joseph  Jones  of  King  George,  William  Thorn- 
ton, Benjamin  Temple,  William  White,  John  Logan,  John  Breckenridge,  Thomas  Gaskins,  John  Thornton,  James 
Madison,  Charles  Porter,  William  Ronald,  John  Taylor  of  Southampton,  John  Hopkins,  Thomas  Towles,  Bailey 
Washington,  William  Brent,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  Richard  Lee,  James  Montgomery, 
Joseph  Prentis,  Nathaniel  Nelson  and  Henry  Tazewell. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Nicholas  Cabell,  William  Meredith,  John  Trigg,  Robert 
Clarke,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  Thomas  Claiborne,  John  Nicholas,  John  Ward,  Thomas  Collier,  William 
Green  Munford,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  French  Strother,  James  Pendleton,  Joseph  Jones  of  Dinwiddle,  Spencer 
Roane,  William  Gatevvood,  Thomas  West,  William  Pickett,  John  Mosby,  Roger  Thomson,  Samuel  Richardson,  Alex- 
ander White,  Thomas  Smith,  jun.  Thomas  Underwood,  John  Coleman,  Bartlett  Anderson,  Turner  Southall,  Patrick 
Henry,  Peter  Saunders,  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  Robert  Marshall,  Benjamin  Pope,  Miles  King,  John  Heath,  Francis 
Peyton,  William  Anderson,  Anthony  Street,  John  Glenn,  William  Curtis,  Benjamin  Wilson,  Francis  Worman,  Ro- 
bert Sawyers,  Littleton  Eyre,  Bennet  Tompkins,  Benjamin  Lankford,  Richard  Bibb,  Edmund  Ruffin,  Edward  Bland, 
John  Ackiss,  Thomas  Waike,  John  Bowyer,  Gawin  Hamilton,  Albridgton  Jones,  John  Allen,  William  Russell  and 
Thomas  Matthews. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  to  amend  the  said  resolution,  by  striking  out  the  words  "a 
majority  of  all  the  free  people  shall  direct  a  reform  thereof,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words  "it  shall  be  con- 
stitutionally reformed;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes,     41.  Noes,     47.  >^ 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put  to  agree  to  the  said  resolution, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  and  2d  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs.  Alexander 
White,  Carrington,  Temple,  Gaskins,  Hawes  and  Strother,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  die  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  revive  and  amend  in  part,  an  act,  '  for  giving  further  time 
to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  to  locate  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and 
that  Messrs.  Breckenridge,  John  Bowyer,  Stuart,  Michael  Bowyer,  Ruffin  and  Marshall,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same.  ^ 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  authorising  the  members  representing  this  State  in  Congress, 
to  subscribe  and  ratif}'  an  alteration  of  the  eighth  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the 
thirteen  States  of  America;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  a  bill  "for  establishing  adequate  funds  for  the  support  of  the  Kentucky 
district  court;"  and  that  Messrs.  Ronald,  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Mosby,  Barbour  and  Stuart,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mr.  Si'EAKER, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  allowing  Binns  Jones,  to  settle  his  accounts  upongAf 
oath;  for  remitting  the  ten  per  centum  damages  upon  a  judgment  obtained  against  Andrew  Donnelly,  sheriffof  Green-^ 
brier;  for  allowing  William  M'Guire  half  pay  for  life;  for  allowing  William  Griffin,  sherift'of  King  and  Queen,  fur- 
ther time  to  collect  the  taxes  for  the  year  1783;  and  for  referring  the  claim  of  Pierre  Lafargue  and  Company,  against 
this  State,  to  the  Executive.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  leave  beg  iven  to  bring  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts,  '  concerning  marriages ;"  and  that  Messrs. 
Ronald,  William  White,  Zane,  Towles  and  Madison,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "for  ap- 
pointing public  notaries;"  "  to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  additional  powers  for  a  limited 
time;"  "for  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes;"  "for 
establishing  an  inspection  of  hemp;"  and  "directing  the  sale  of  public  lauds  known  by  the  name  ofGosport,"  being 
read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofli"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  V  I 
of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "  for  incorporating  the  town  of  Petersburg;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances.  M 

A  bill,  "  concerning  the  jail  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg;"  was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engross-    ' 
ed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  giving  Nathaniel  Twining  an  exclusive  privilege  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage ;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  bill,  "authorising  the  delegates  represi  nting  this  State  in  Congress  to  subscribe  and  ratify  an  alteration  of 
the  8th  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  perpetual  union  between  the  thirteen  States  of  America;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Henry  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  proceed  this  day,  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  to  the  choice  of 
five  delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress  for  one  j'ear  from  the  first  Monday  in  November  next;  and  also,  of 
two  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Lomax  and  John  Marshall,  Esquires, 
who  have  resigned.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  exempt  Quakers  from  attending  musters ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  Tljat  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,   "an  act,  to  exempt  Quakers  from  attending  musters." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  five  delegates  to  represent  this  State 
in  Congress,  for  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  in  November  next;  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets  with 
the  names  of  the  persons  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes ;  Messrs.  Alexander  White,  Taze- 
well, Watkins  and  Matthews,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference 
chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House,  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes 
should  fall. 
1^  The  committee  then  withdrew;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the 
ballot  boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Samuel  Hardy,  James  Monroe,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Rich- 
•ard  Henry  Lee,  and  William  Grayson,  Esquires. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  two  members  of  the  Privy  Council, 
or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Lomax  and  John  Marshall,  Esquires,  who  have  resigned ;  and  the  mem- 
bers having  prepared  tickets  with  the  names  of  the  persons  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot 
boxes;  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Henderson,  Wills,  John  Marshall,  William  Watkins,  Jones  of  King  George,  Richard  Lee, 
and  Underwood,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conlerence  chamber,  and 
jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  in  whose  favor  a  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 
y^  The  committee  then  withdrew  ;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  thein  examined  the 
ballot  boxes,  and  foiuid  a  majority  of  voles  in  favor  of  James  Wood  and  James  M'Clurg,  Esquires 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  respecting  the  claim  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  and 
enclosing  a  letter  of  resignation  from  Mr.  Thomas  Parsons,  naval  officer  for  the  district  of  Northampton;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  daj',  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 

of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  report- 

«^  cd,  tliat  the  committee  bad,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealtli  under  their  consideration, 

and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 

table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  lliat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tiiat  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
infraction  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  of  the  7th  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  Great  Britain,  as  amended  and  agreed  to  by  this  committee,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  a  letter  from  his  excellency  General  Washington,  dated  the  7th  day  of  May 
1783,  that  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  Congress,  he  had  a  conlerence  with  General  Carleton,  on  the  subject  of 
delivering  up  the  slaves  and  other  property  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  ui  compliance  with  the 
articles  of  the  provisional  treaty ;  that  he,  General  Carleton,  appeared  to  evade  a  compliance  with  the  said  treaty,  by 
a  misconstruction  of  the  same,  and  permitted  a  large  number  of  the  said  slaves  to  be  sent  off  to  Nova  Scotia. 

It  further  appears  to  your  comiiiittee,  from  the  testimony  of  Thomas  Waike,  Esq.  that  he,  together  with  several 
other  persons  from  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne,  in  or  about  the  month  of  April  1783,  went  to  i\>:w 
York  with  a  view  of  recovering  the  slaves  which  had  been  taken  from  them,  by  the  Britisli  troops  during  ilie  war; 
that  not  being  permitted  to  take  possession  of  those  slaves,  which  tliey  lijund  in  that  city,  the  saitl  VValke  inado  a 
personal  application  to  General  Carleton,  and  requested  a  delivery  of  the  said  slaves,  iu  compliance  with  the  7ih 
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article  of  the  treaty  which  prohibits  the  carrying  off  negroes  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States:  this  he  peremptorily  refused,  alleging  that  he  was  not  authorised  to  do  it,  without  particular  instruc- 
tions from  the  British  government. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  tlie  said  Walke,  that  at  the  time  of  this  application, 
he  was  informed  by  an  aid-de-camp  of  General  Carleton,  that  an  agent  was  appointed  to  superintend  the  euibaikation, 
and  keep  a  register  of  slaves  sent  to  Nova  Scotia;  and  that  he  afterwards  saw  the  said  register,  and  also  saw  a  large 
number  of  negroes  embarked,  to  be  sent  to  that  country. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  John  Stuart,  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  as  well 
as  from  a  variety  of  other  circumstances,  that  many  applications  were  made  to  General  Carleton  by  the  citizens  ol 
America,  for  the  restitution  of  property,  whicii  were  invariably  rejected,  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  there  has  been  an  infraction  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
of  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain,  in  detaining  tlie 
slaves  and  other  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Congress,  be  in- 
structed to  lay  before  that  body  the  subject  matter  of  the  preceding  report  and  resolution,  and  to  request  from  them 
a  remonstrance  to  the  British  court,  complaining  of  the  aforesaid  infraction  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  desiring  a 
proper  reparation  of  the  injuries  consequent  thereupon;  that  tiie  said  delegates  be  instructed  to  inform  Congress,  that 
the  General  Assembly  has  no  inclination  to  interfere  with  the  power  of  making  treaties  with  foreign  nations,  which 
the  confederation  hath  wisely  vested  in  Congress ;  but  it  is  conceived,  that  a  just  regard  to  the  national  honor  and  in- 
terest of  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  obliges  the  Assembly  to  withhold  their  co-operation  in  the  complete  ful- 
filment of  the  said  treaty,  until  the  success  of  the  aforesaid  remonstrance  is  known,  or  Congress  shall  signify  then- 
sentiments  touching  the  premises. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  soon  as  reparation  is  made  for  the  aforesaid  infraction, 
or  Congress  shall  adjudge  it  indispensably  necessary,  such  acts  of  the  Legislature  passed  during  the  late  war,  as  in- 
hibit the  recovery  of  British  debts,  ouglit  to  be  repealed,  and  payment  thereof  made  in  such  time  and  manner  as  shall 
consist  with  the  exhausted  situation  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  further  operation  of  all  and  every  act  or  acts  of  As- 
sembly concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects,  ought  to  be  prevented. 

The  1st  and  2d  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  3d,  4th  and  5th  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time  ;  and  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  in  conjunction  with  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  prepare 
an  address  to  General  Washington,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  prepared  the  same,  wiiich  he  read  m 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  foUoweth : 

The  representatives  of  this  Commonwealth,  would  be  unfaithful  to  the  sentiments  of  their  constituents,  as  well 
as  do  violence  to  their  own,  did  they  omit  this  occasion  of  congratulating  you  on  the  final  establishment  of  peace, 
which  has  taken  place  since  their  last  meeting,  and  on  the  opportunity  whicli  this  event  has  given  lor  your  return  to 
the  felicities  of  private  life.  We  shall  ever  remember.  Sir,  witii  aflection  and  gratitude,  the  patriotic  exchange  which 
you  made  of  these  felicities,  for  the  severe  task  of  conducting  the  armies  of  your  country  through  a  conflict  with  one 
of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  the  earth.  We  shall  ever  remember  with  admiration,  the  wisdom  which  marked  your 
councils  on  this  arduous  occasion;  the  firmness  and  dignity  which  no  trials  of  adverse  fortune  could  shake;  the  mo- 
deration and  equanimity,  wiiich  no  scenes  of  triumph  could  disturlj:  nor  siiali  we  ever  forget  the  exemplary  respect 
which  in  every  instance  you  have  shewn  to  the  rights  of  civil  authority:  or  the  exalted  virtue,  which  on  many  occa- 
sions led  you  to  commit  to  danger  your  fame  itself,  ratlier  than  hazard  (or  a  moment  the  true  interest  of  your  country. 
In  reviewing  these  merits,  we  feel  every  impression  which  they  are  calculated  to  make  on  grateful  and  aflectionate 
minds;  and  we  fervently  pray  that  they  may  be  rewarded  with  every  blessing  of  which  tliis  life  will  admit,  and  with 
complete  happiness  in  iliat  whicli  is  to  come. 

Ordired,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  said  address  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence; 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  meet  a  committee  ol  the  Senate,  to  devise  the  most  pro- 
per measures  of  perpLtuutiiig  to  posterity  the  gratitude  and  aflection  which  this  country  bears  to  General  VV<ishing- 
ton;  that  the  committee  iiad,  according  to  order,  met  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  and  liad  jointly  with  them  agreed  to 
a  resolution  thereupon,  whicii  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
was  again  twice  read  ami  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeih  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive,  be  reques:ed  to  take  measures  for  procuring  a  statue  of  General  Washington,  to 
be  of  the  finest  marble  and  best  workmaiislnp,  with  the  following  i!iscnpti;>n  on  its  pedestil,  viz: 

"The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  have  caused  this  statue  to  be  erected  as  a  monument 
of  ulTection  and  gratitud  •  to  Ge  jrge  'vVa^hillgtoil ,  who,  uniting  to  th."  endo.v.nents  of  tiie  hero,  the  vi.  iues  of  the  patriot, 
and  exertmg  both  in  esiabiishiiig  the  hberties  of  his  country,  has  rendered  his  name  dear  to  his  fellow-citiiens,  and 
U  4 
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ffiven  to  the  world  an  inimovtal  example  of  true  glory;  done  in  the  year  of  Christ  and  in  the  year  of  the 

Commonweallli.  " 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "  direct- 
ing the  sale  of  certain  public  land,  and  other  property,  in  and  near  the  city  of  Richmond ;"  "  to  an;end  the  several 
acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue;"  "  for  incor- 
porating the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  other  pui*poses;"  "  for  appointing  pul)lic  notaries;"  "  to  invest 
the  United  Slates  in  Congress  assembled,  with  additional  powers,  for  a  limited  time;"  "  for  imposing  an  additional 
duty  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  certain  goods,  wares,  and  meicliandizes;"  "  for  establishing  an  inspection  of 
hemp;"  and  "  directing  the  salt-  of  the  public  lands,  known  by  the  name  of  Gosport,"  being  read; 

Ordfred,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  June  23,  1784. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  the  jail  in  the  cit}'  of  Williamsburg;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resul'J',  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  tijat  the  title  be  "  an  act,  concerning  the  jail  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg." 

Ordered,  That  IMr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  authorising  the  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Congress,  to  subscribe  and  ratify  an  al- 
teration of  the  6th  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the  thirteen  States  of  America;"  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  authorising  the  delegates  representing  this  State 
in  Congress,  to  subscribe  and  ratify  an  alteration  of  the  8th  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  be- 
tween the  thirteen  States  of  America." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  restrict  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this 
Com.monwealth,  with  several  amendments,"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutions  reported  from  the  committee  for  the  whole  House  upon  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth,  yesterday,  which  lay  on  the  table  ;  and  the  same  being  read,  are  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Congress,  be  in- 
structed to  lay  before  that  body,  the  subject  matter  of  the  preceding  report  and  resolution,  and  to  request  from  them 
a  remonstrance  to  the  British  court  complaining  of  the  aforesaid  infraction  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  desiring  a  pro- 
per reparation  for  the  injuries  consequent  thereupon  ;  that  the  said  delegates  be  instructed  to  inform  Congress,  that 
the  General  Assembly  have  no  inclination  to  interfere  with  the  power  of  making  treaties  « ith  foreign  nations,  wiiich 
the  confederation  hath  wisely  vested  in  Congress  ;  but  it  is  conceived  that  a  just  regard  to  the  national  honor  and  in- 
terest of  the  citiz.ens  of  this  Commonwealth,  obliges  the  Asse;iibly  to  withhold  their  co-operation  in  tiie  complete  ful- 
filment of  the  said  treaty,  until  the  success  of  the  aforesaid  remonstrance  is  known,  or  Congress  shall  signify  their 
sentiments  touching  the  premises. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  soon  as  reparation  is  made  for  the  aforesaid  infraciion, 
or  Congress  shall  adjudge  it  indispensably  necessary  such  acts  ol'  the  legislature  passed  during  the  late  war,  as  inhi- 
bit the  recovery  of  British  debts,  ought  to  be  repealed,  and  payment  made  thereof  in  such  time  and  manner  as  shall 
consist  with  the  exhausted  situation  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  farther  operation  of  all  and  every  act  or  acts  of  As- 
sembly concerning  escheats  and  Ibrfeitures  from  British  subjects,  ought  to  be  prevented. 

The  first  resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  the  amendment  following  was  proposed  to  be  made  thereto  ;  strike 
out  from  the  word  "  thereupon,"  to  the  end  of  the  resolution;  and  insert,  "  and  that  in  case  of  refusal  or  unreasona- 
ble delay  of  due  reparation,  the  said  delegates  be  instructed  to  urge  that  the  sanction  of  Congress  be  given  to  tiie  just 
policy  of  retaining  so  nuich  of  the  debts  due  from  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  British  subjects,  as  will  fully 
repair  the  losses  sustained  by  the  infraction  of  the  treaty  aforesaid." 

And  the  said  amendment  being  twice  read,  a  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  same,  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof, 
these  words,  "  and  that,  to  enable  the  said  delegates  to  proceed  herein,  with  greater  precision  and  eftect,  the  execu- 
tive be  requested  tt>  take  immediate  measures  for  obt;iining  and  transmitting  to  them  all  just  claims  of  the  citizens  of 
this  Commonwealth,  under  the  treaty  aforesaid." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment,  being  twice  read;  and  the  question  put,  that  the  House  da  agree  to  the  same; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes,     33.  Noes,     55. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Madison,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  John  Watkins; 

Ordered,  That  tiie  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  said  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 
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The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  nre,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Nicholas  Cabell,  Moses  Hunter, 
Archibald  Stewart,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  Thomas  Claiborne,  James  Pendleton,  William  VVatkins,  John 
Marshall,  Alexander  White,  William  Norvel!,  Piiilip  Barbour,  Joseph  Jones  of  King  George,  William  Thornton, 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Corbin,  Joba  Breckenridge,  John  Watkins,  Thomas  Gaskins,  James  Madison,  Edward 
Biaiid,  Thomas  Walke,  John  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Albridgton  Jones,  Thomas  Towles,  Bailey  Washington,  Wil- 
liam Brent,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  John  Allen,  Richard  Lee,  Nathaniel  Nelson,  Henry  Tazewell  and  Thomas 
Matthews. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Edward  Carter,  John  Booker,  jun.  William  Meredith,  Mi- 
chael Bowyer,  Robert  Clarke,  John  Ward,  Sainnel  Havves,  jun.  Jacob  Morton,  Thomas  Collier,  Matthew  Cheatham, 
C:trter  Henry  Harrison,  French  Strother,  Joseph  Jones  of  Dinwiddle,  William  Gatewood,  Alexander  Henderson, 
Thomas  West,  Williaui  Pickett,  Roger  Thompson,  Samuel  Richardson,  Thomas  Smith,  jun.  James  Hiibard,  John 
Coleman,  Thomas  Underwood,  Andrew  Donnelly,  James  Wall,  Batte  Peterson,  Isaac  Coles,  Garland  Anderson, 
Turner  Southall,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Patrick  Henry,  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  Robert  M  irshall,  Benjamin  Pope, 
Ed;nand  Byne,  William  Dandridge  Claiborne,  John  Heath,  Francis  Peyton,  William  White,  Anth.my  Street,  J*)lm 
Glenn,  George  Slaughter,  William  Curtis,  Kinchcn  Godwin,  John  Kearnes.  Daniel  Sandford,  Charles  Porter,  Benja- 
min Lankford,  William  Dix,  Richard  Bibb,  John  Clarke,  Ed.nund  Ruffin,  John  Bowyer,  William  Russell  and  James 
Montgomery. 

The  amendment  to  the  said  resolution,  as  first  proposed,  being  then  again  read;  and  the  question  put  thai  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  same ;  jt 

It  passed  in  the  negative.  ' 

Ayes,     33.  Noes,     50. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Madison,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Strother; 

Ordered,  That  the  ayes  and  noes  on  thp  said  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

Tiie  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirm:itive  are,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas.  Nicholas  Cabell,  Archibald  Stuart, 
Thomas  Claiborne,  French  Sirotner,  James  Pendleton,  William  Watkins,  Miles  King,  John  Marshall,  Alexander 
White,  Turner  Southall,  Willinm  Norvell,  Joseph  Jones  of  King  George,  William  Thornton,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
Francis  Corbin,  Wdliam  Curtis,  John  Breckenridge.  John  Watkins,  Thomas  Gaskins,  James  Madison,  William  Ron- 
ald, Thomas  Walke,  Joiin  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Albridgton  Jones,  Thomas  Towles,  Bailey  Washington,  William 
Brent,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  John  Allen,  Nathaniel  Nelson,  Henry  Tazewell  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

And  the  names  of  tho^e  who  v')ted  in  the  negative  are,  Edward  Carter.  John  Booker,  jun.  William  Meredith, 
Michael  Bowyer,  Robert  Clarke,  Join  Ward,  Samuel  Hawes,  Tiiomas  Collier,  Matthew  Cheatham,  Carter  Henry 
Harrison,  Joseph  Jones  of  Diuwiddie,  William  Gatewood,  Alexander  Henderson,  Thomas  West,  William  Pickett,  Ro- 
ger Thomson,  Tliomas  Smith,  jun.  James  Hubard,  Thomas  Underwood,  Andrew  Donnelly,  James  Wall,  Batte  Pe- 
terson, Isaac  Coles,  John  Coleman,  Garland  Anderson,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Patrick  Henry,  John  Scasbrook  Wills, 
Robert  Marshall,  Benjamin  Pope,  Edmund  Byne,  William  Dandridge  Claiborne,  John  Heath,  William  White,  An- 
thony Street,  John  Glenn,  Willis  Rio'dick,  Kinchen  Godwin,  John  Kearnes,  Daniel  Sandford,  Charles  Porter,  William 
Dix,  Benjamin  Lankford,  Richard  Bibb,  John  Clark,  Edmund  Ruffin,  Edward  Bland,  John  Bowyer,  William  Russell 
and  James  Montgomery. 

And  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  1st  resolution  ; 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  2d  and  3d  resolutions  were  then  severally  read ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House, 

Ordered,  That  the  1st  and  2d  resolutions,  together  with  the  resolutions  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  and  agreed  to  yesterday,  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  their  concurrence,  and  that  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the 
same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  3d  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Matthews,  Tazewell, 
Southall,  Stuart,  and  Jones  of  King  George,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"directing  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  and  other  property  in  and  near  the  city  of  Richmond;"  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  catling  In  and  fund- 
ing the  paper  money  of  this  State,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  also,  'o^X 
the  resolutions,  for  granting  bounties  of  land  to  Alexander  M'Clannahan,  Thomas  Elliott,  Otway  Byrd,  Cleon  Moore,"T 
William  Mountjoy,  Thornton  Taylor,  Gabriel  M:uipin,  Charles  West,  William  Boyce,  Nathaniel  Lucas,  Michael 
Bowyer  and  Leven  Powell,  with  an  amendment  to  the  last,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  also, 
to  the  resolutions,  directing  the  auditors  to  grant  a  specie  certificate  to  Edmund  Webb;  to  settle  the  accounts  o(  Joha 
Watkins;  directing  the  treasurer  to  receive  from  the  sheriffs,  notes  for  tobacco  destroyed  at  Rocky  Ridge,  collected 
by  them  before  the  burning  of  the  said  warehouses  ;  for  allowing  sums  of  ntjoney  to  Isaac  Thacker,  Arthu'-  Aiken  and 
Willi 'in  Meredith;  directing  the  auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Steuball  Pratt;  and  for  pulling  John  Angel  and 
George  Brown,  on  the  list  of  pensioners.     And  then  he  withdrew. 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "to  restrict  foreign  vessels  to  certain 
ports  within  this  Commonwealth  ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Oil  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Friday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  naval 
officer  for  the  district  of  Northampton,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Parsons,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Breckenridge  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  revive  and  amend  in  part,  an  act,  entitled  'an  act, 
for  giving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "  for 
incorporating  the  town  of  Petersburg,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deli- 
vered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  concerning  marriages;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
^         The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for 
^palling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State;"  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolution,  for  granting  a  bounty  of  lands 
to  Levin  Powell ;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Claims  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  petitions  of  Harrison,  jun. 
and  Company,  and  Bristol  Brown  and  others;  and  that  the  1st  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  the  other,  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  register  of  the  Land  Office  do,  with  all  practicable  dispatch,  cause  to  be  made  out  and  for- 
warded to  the  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court,  for  the  district  of  Kentucky,  a  copy  of  all  the  certificates  for  settlements 
and  pre-emptions,  granted  by  tiie  commissioners  for  the  said  district ;  which  said  copy  shall  be  examined  and  certified 
by  the  register,  and  filed  amongst  the  records  of  the  said  Court,  and  which,  or  a  copy  of  any  such  certificate,  certified 
by  the  clerk  of  the  said  Court,  shall  be  deemed  legal  evidence  in  all  cases  whatever. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Breckenridge  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  the  belter  support  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  Kentucky 
district ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  lime. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "authorising  the  executive  to  treat  with  certain  tribes 
of  Indians,  for  a  cession  of  lands  claimed  by  them,  and  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  the  superintendants  and  sur- 
veyors, employed  in  locating  and  surveying  the  lands  given  as  bounties  to  the  army;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco, 
into  one  act;"  "for  incorporating  the  clergy  of  the  Protestnnt  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "  for  ap- 
pointing public  notaries;"  "to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  additional  powers  for  a  limited 
time;  "lor  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  one  and  a  half  per  centum  on  certain  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes;" 
"for  establishing  an  inspection  of  hemp;"  "directing  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  known  by  the  name  of  Gosport ;" 
"directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  and  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain 
taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,"  being  read; 

Orderfd,  That  the  same  be  put  ofi"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  June  24,   1784. 


A  bill,  "to  revive  and  amend  in  part,  an  act,  'for  giving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  ((>r  settlement  rights, 
and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  com.uitled  to  a  commitee  of  the  wiiole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bdl,  "  for  the  better  support  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Kentuckv  district;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 


Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  exempt  Quakers  from  attending  tlmsters."     And  then* 
he  withdrew. 

A  bill,  "  authorising  the  executive  to  treat  with  certain  tribes  of  Indians,  for  a  cession  of  lands  claimed  by  them, 
and  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  the  superiutendants  and  surveyors  employed  in  locating  and  surveying  the  lands 
'r'lven  as  bounties  to  the  army;"  was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  'concerning  marriages;"  was  read  the  second  timo,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an  act,  for  calling  in  and 
redeeming  certain  certificates ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "appointing  commissioners  to  settle  the  rights  of  location;'" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time  ;  and  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  that  the  second  reading  of  the  said 
bill  be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next. 

Mr.  Jones  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  vestry  of 
Antrim  parish,  in  the  county  of  Halifax,  to  sell  the  glebe  of  the  said  parish,  and  lay  out  the  money  in  purchasing  a 
more  convenient  glebe;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill 
"  giving  Nathaniel  Twining  the  exclusive  privilege  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage  coach,  for  a  limited  time,"  was 
committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  no  amend- 
ment thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  under  their  farther  consideration,  the  petition  of  John  Rogers,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  return  of 
Mr.  Albridgton  Jones,  to  serve  as  a  delegate  for  the  county  of  Southampton,  in  this  present  General  Assembly,  to 
them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  said  John 
Rogers,  be  deferred  to  the  first  Monday  in  November  next ;  and  that  the  commissioners  heretofore  appointed  to  take 
the  depositions  of  witnesses,  be  empowered  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  and  to  state  such  facts  as  shall 
appear  to  them,  and  return  the  same  to  this  House,  on  the  said  first  day  of  November  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee :  ^.^ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  giving  a  bounty  in  lands  to  Carter  Page.     And*^ 
then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Selden :  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  concerning  the  jail  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg."     And  J^ 
then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  amendments  made  yesterday  to  the 
bill  "  directing  the  sale  of  the  pubhc  lands  and  other  property  in  and  near  the  city  of  Richmond ;"  and  he  read  the 
same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  being  again  twice  read,  some 
were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  On  the  bill 
"directing  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  known  by  the  name  of  Gosport;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speak- 
er resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ronald  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  undo, 
their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  directed 
him  to  report  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  one  and  an  half  per  centum  on  certain  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes;"  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Page  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  hemp;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  when  the 
House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report,  be  received  to  morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  state  of  the 
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Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  the  act,  'to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  the  in- 
spection of  tobacco,  into  one  act  ;""  for  incorporating  the  clergy  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  "to  invest  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  with  additional  powers  for  a  limited  lime;"  "direct- 
ing the  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  and  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  ascertaining  cer- 
tain taxes  and  duties,  and  'for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,"  being  re*d; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  June  25,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  incorporating  the  town  of  Petersburg,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  thai  the  title  be,  "  an  act  for  incorporating  the  town  of  Petersburg,  and  for 
other  purposes. " 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "directing  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  and  other  property  in  and  near  the  city  of  Richmond;" 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

An  engrossed  clause  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder,  "  directing  that  all  sales  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  for  certificates,  should  be  by  private  sale  only,  and  before  the  1st  of  October  next." 

And  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  read  three  times  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  thf 
House,  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass; 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes,    56.  Noes,     27. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  of  the  said  bill  be,  "an  act,  directing  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  and  other  property,  iw 
.ind  near  the  city  of  Richmond." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Tazewell,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  William  VVatkins; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  for  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  be  inserted  in  the 
•lournal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Edward  Carter,  Samuel  Sherwin,  John  Booker,  jun.  John 
iTrigg,  Robert  Clarke,  Archibald  Stuart,  John  Nicholas,  Charles  Patteson,  Thomas  Collier,  Bernard  Markhara,  Mat- 
thew Cheatham,  Edward  Carrington,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  French  Strother,  James  Pendleton,  William  Watkins, 
Joseph  Jones  of  Dinwiddle,  Spencer  Roane,  William  Gatewood,  Alexander  Henderson,  William  Pickett,  John  Mosby, 
.John  Crittendon,  Roger  Thompson,  Samuel  Richardson,  Thomas  Underwood,  Isaac  Coles,  John  Coleman,  Garland 
^Anderson,  Bartlett  Anderson,  Turner  Southall,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Patrick  Henry,  Peter  Saunders,  Edmund  Byne, 
William  White,  William  Anderson,  Anthony  Street,  John  Glenn,  George  Slaughter,  Benjamin  Wilson,  Francis  VVor- 
man,  John  Breckenridge,  James  Madison,  Charles  Porter,  Benjamin  Lankford,  William  Mayo,  William  Ronald,  Rich- 
ard Bibb,  John  Clarke,  William   Grayson,  Thomas  Towles,    James  Montgomery,    John  Logan  and  Thomas  Mat- 
thews. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Michael  Bowyer,  Samuel  Hawes,jnn. 
Alexander  While,  Thomas  Smith,  Batte  Peterson,  William  Curtis,  Kinchen  Godwin,  William  Thornton,  Benjamin 
Temple,  John  Heath,  Francis  Peyton,  Francis  Corbin,  William  Armistead,  John  Watkins,  John  Kearnes,  Daniel 
Sandford,  Littleton  Eyre,  Thomas  Gaskins,  Edmund  Ruffin,  Edward  Bland,  John  Bowyer,  John  Taylor  of  Southamp- 
ton, John  Allen,  Richard  Lee,  Nathaniel  Nelson  and  Henry  Tazewell. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  one  and  an  half  per  cent,  on  certain  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandizes," was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  for  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  one  and  an 
half  per  cent,  on  certain  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes." 

Ordered,  Th;it  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  appointing  public  notaries,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  for  appointing  public  notaries." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  the  better  support  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Kentucky  district,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  for  tiie  belter  support  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
Kentucky  district." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Breckenridge  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,   and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bdl,  "  givinc:  Nathaniel  Twining  the  exclusive  privilege  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage  coach,  for  a 
limited  time,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  liiled  up. 
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Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  giving  Nathaniel  Twining  the  exclusive  privilege  of4f 
fionveying  persons  in  a  stage  coach,  for  a  limited  time."  ' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  St-'nate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  insist  on  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill,  "to  restrict 
foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  bill,  "to  revive  and  amend  an  act  entitled,  'an  act,  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates;"  was  read 
tlie  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill  "to  empower  the  vestry  of  Antrim  parish,  in  the  county  of  Halifax,  to  sell  the  glebe  of  the  said  parish, 
and  to  lay  out  the  money  in  purchasing  a  more  convenient  glebe,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engros- 
sed, and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  amendments  made  yesterday,  to  the  bill  "di- 
recting the  sale  of  the  public  lands  known  by  the  name  of  Gosport ;"  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The    House,   according    to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  . 
bill,  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  'concerning  marriages;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  fL 
resumed  the  chair,    and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,   that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under 
their   consideration  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  had  directed  him  to  report  it,  without  amendment,  when  the 
House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  incorporating  the  clergy  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their 
consideration ;  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  the  second  Monday  in  November  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  upon  the  said  bill. 

The  orders  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  proceed  bj-  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate  to  the  choice  of  a  naval  officer, 
for  the  district  of  Northampton ;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of'  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  revive  and  amend  in  part,  'an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  enter 
certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  on  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "to  invest 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  additional  powers,  for  a  limited  time;"  "directing  the  sale  of  certain 
public  lands;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing 
a  permanent  revenue ;"  and  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly, '  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into 
<>ne  act,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofi'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  June  26,   1784. 


i\Ir.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  examined  several  others,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  examination. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  revive  and  amend  an  act.  entitled  '  an  act,  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates;" 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  'for  calling  in  and 
".•edeemiiig  certain  certificates." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

All  engrossed  bill,  "to  empower  the  vestry  of  Antrim  parish  in  the  county  of  Halifax,  to  sell  the  glebe  of  the  said 
parish,  and  to  lay  out  the  money  in  purchasing  a  more  convenient  glebe ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  empower  the  vestry  of  Antrim  parish  in  the 
county  of  Halifax,  to  sell  the  glebe  of  the  said  parish,  and  lay  out  the  money  in  purchasing  a  more  convenient  one." 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Joseph  Jones  of  King  George,  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  appoint  commissioners  to  state  and  settle  the  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  burning  of  the  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridge;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  authorising  the  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Con-J| 
gress,  to  subscribe  and  rati(y  an  alteration  in  the  8<h  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the 
thirteen  States  of  America;"  "to  compel  the  delinquent  counties  within  this  State  to  pay  the  one  eighth  per  cent,  tax;" 
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talso,  to  the  address  to  General  Washington ;  also,  to  the  resolutions  directing  the  auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  o 
John  Wehb ;  for  procuring  a  statue  of  General  Washington ;  directing  the  register  to  transmit  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Kentucky,  a  copy  of  all  certificates  for  settlement  in  pre-emption  rights ;  and  directing  the  solici- 
tor to  settle  the  accounts  of  William  Armistead,  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "directing  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  known  by  the  name  of  Gosport;"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  directing  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  known  by 
the  name  of  Gosport." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  prohibit  the  prosecu- 
tion of  any  suits  against  William  Armistead,  for  debts  contracted  by  him  on  public  account;"  and  the  same  was  re- 
ceived and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on  by 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "to  restrict  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth;"  and  the  same  being    " 
read, 
M  Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  and  do  agree  to  the 

same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  had  yesterday,  had  under  their  consideration,  the 
bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'concerning  marriages;"  and  had  gone  through  the  same  without  any 
amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  reaid  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  suspend  the  distress  for  the  one  per  cent,  tax  on  land  for  a 
limited  time;"  and  that  Messrs.  Ronald,  Madison,  and  William  Watkins,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  be  empowered  and  directed  to  appoint  two  commissioners,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
amining into  all  impositions  which  have  happened  in  the  settlement  of  accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line  on  contitiental  or  State  establishments,  including  the  navy,  with  the  auditors,  for  arrearages  of  pay  and 
depreciation;  that  they  be  empowered  to  take  measures  for  obtaining  from  the  war  office  of  the  United  States,  any 
documents  which  may  be  necessary  in  aiding  the  business  as  to  the  continental  line ;  that  they  direct  the  different  offi- 
cers of  government  to  afford  such  assistance  as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary ;  and  that  a  report  of  all  proceedings 
herein  be  made  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly.  And  for  guarding  against  future  impositions,  as  well  as  to  bring 
certainly  to  view  the  amount  of  the  debt  arising  on  the  aforesaid  claims: 

It  is  further  resolved.  That  from  henceforward  the  auditors  do  settle  no  claims  for  arrearages  of  pay  or  depre- 
ciation, except  on  the  certificate  of  one,  at  least,  of  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  who  are  here- 
by authorised  to  give  such  certificates  on  being  satisfied  of  the  justness  of  the  claims,  by  any  evidence  which  can 
be  obtained;  that  the  said  auditors  shall  close  their  office  against  the  settlement  of  these  claims  on  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary next ;  that  they  publish  this  and  the  foregoing  resolution  in  all  the  papers  printed  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  and 
send  the  same  by  the  best  opportunities  that  may  offer,  to  be  posted  up  at  the  door  of  every  courthouse  within  this 
Commonvvealth ;  also,  a  copy  thereof  to  the  lieutenant  of  each  county,  who  is  to  have  the  same  publicly  read  at  the 
private  and  general  musters. 

.^nd  it  is  further  resolved,  That  the  executive  shall  allow  to  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  such 
compensation  as  to  them  shall  seem  just. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  severally  twice  read  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Spil- 
ler,  praying  that  a  captain's  quota  of  land  may  be  granted  him,  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  George  Robertson,  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Chesterfield,  praying  that  the  ten  per  centum  damages  and  costs  of  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  for  the  balance 
of  taxes  due  for  the  year  1782,  may  be  remitted;  be  rejected. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Jones  of  King  George,  Grayson,  Brent,  Henderson  and  West,  be  appointed  a  commit- 
mittee,  who,  in  conjunction  with  such  members  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  shall  present  to  General  Washing- 
ton the  address  of  the  General  Assembly. 
M  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jones  of  King  George,  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

^         The  House  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  naval  officer  for  the  district  of  Northamp- 
ton, in  the  room  of  Mr.  Tliomas  Parsons,  who  hath  resigned;  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  name 
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of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes;  Messrs.  ^latthews,  Hunter  and  Markham, 
were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them 
to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  a  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew ;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the 
ballot  boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Mr.  George  Savage. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  additional  powers  for  a  limited  time ;"  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Bassett: 

Mr.  Spkaker, — The  Senate  have  appointed  a  committee,  to  present  in  conjunction  with  a  committee  of  this 
House,  the  address  of  the  General  Assembly  to  General  Washington.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  revive 'and  amend  in  part,  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  obtain  warrants  upon  certificates  for 
settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der, had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  there- 
to, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one 
act;"  and  after  some  time  spent  thei-ein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ronald  reported,  that  the  commit- 
tee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made 
several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the^ 
same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time.  »^ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee :  ^W 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  respecting  the  infraction  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri^^ 
lain,  of  the  7th  article  of  the  definitive   treaty;  also,  Jo  the  bills  "directing  the  mode  of  sueing  out  and  prosecut- 
ing writs  of  habeas  corpus, 'with  several  amendmentsfWto  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;''  and 
"directing  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  and  other  property  in  and  near  the  city  of  Richmond,"  with  several  amend- 
ments, to  which  they  also  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  aniendmeuts  of  the  Senate,  to  the  said  bills;  and  the  same  being  read,  werea^ 
agreed  to.  '^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  and  "to  amend  the  several  acts 
of  Assembly,  '  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent  revenue,"   being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  1 0  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  June  28,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  additional  powers  for  a  limited  time," 
was  read  the  third  tune. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, with  additional  powers  for  a  limited  time." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  revive  and  amend  in  part,  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  enter  certi- 
ficates for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes;"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  revive  and  amend  in  part,  an  act,  entitled 
'an  aci,  for  giving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption 
rights,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,   "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'concerning  marriages;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 
¥  4 
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And  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass: 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes,     50.  Noes,     30. 

Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  bill  be,  "  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  'concerning  marriages." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Alexander  White,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Ronald; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  for  the  passage  of  the  foregoing  bill,  be  inserted 
in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Nicholas  Cabell,  John  Trigg,  Ro» 
bert  Clarke,  Archibald  Stuart,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  John  Nicholas,  Samuel  Hawes,  jun.  William  Green 
Munford,  Bernard  Markham,  French  Strother,  William  Watkins,  Joseph  Jones  of  Dinwiddle,  William  Gatewood, 
John  Mosby,  John  Crittenden,  Roger  Thompson,  Samuel  Richardson,  Thomas  Smith,  jun.  Thomas  Underwood, 
Batte  Peterson,  Garland  Anderson,  Edmund  Byne,  Larkin  Smith,  William  White,  William  Anderson,  John  Logan, 
George  Slaughter,  Benjamin  Wilson,  George  Worman,  John  Brcckenridge,  Richard  Bibb,  Edward  Bland,  John 
Kearnes,  Bennett  Tompkins,  Charles  Porter,  William  Mayo,  William  Ronald,  Gawin  Hamilton,  John  Hopkins,  John 
Taylor  of  Southampton,  Thomas  Towles,  Bailey  Washington,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  John  Howell  Briggs 
and  James  Montgomery. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Johti  Booker,  jun.  Moses  Hunter,  Carter  Henry  Harrison, 
George  Wray,  Spencer  Roane,  Alexander  Henderson,  Thomas  West,  Wm.  Pickett,  James  Hubard,  Andrew  Donnelly, 
Isaac  Coles,  Benjamin  Pope,  Francis  Peyton,  Francis  Corbin,  Kinchen  Godwin,  John  Watkins,  John  Thornton, 
Benjamin  Lankford,  William  Dix,  John  Clarke,  Edmund  Ruffin,  William  Grayson,  Isaac  Zane,  Albridgton  Jones, 
Carter  Bassett  Han-ison,  John  Allen,  Richard  Lee,  Henry  Tazewell,  Alexander  White  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  third  reading  of  the  engrossed  bill  "  to  a-iend  the  act,  '  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts 
of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act,"  be  postponed  until  the  third  Monday  in  November  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  'for  calling  in  and  redeem- 
ing certain  certificates;"  and  "to  empower  the  vestry  of  Antrim  parish  in  the  county  of  Halifax,  to  sell  the  glebe  of 
the  said  parish,  and  to  lay  out  the  money  in  purchasing  a  more  convenient  one;"  also,  to  the  resolutions  granting 
ountles  of  land  to  Isham  Keith,  and  John  M'Adam.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  bill,  "to  appoint  commissioners  to  state  and  settle  the  losses  sustained  by  the  burning  of  the  warehouses  at 
Rocky  Ridge ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  beengrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "to  prohibit  the  prosecution  of  any  suits  againlPWilliam  Armistead,  for  debts  contracted  by  him  on  pub- 
lic account;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Claims. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  reviving  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Dymer's  warehouses;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  for  reviving  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Dymer's 
warehouses." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Heath  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "vesting  a  certain  tract  of  public  land  in  Thomas  Payne  and 
his  heirs;"  and  that  Messrs.  Henry,  Madison,  and  Isaac  Zane,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  upon  the 
bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  perma- 
nent revenue;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  undor  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same, 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Henry  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "vesting  certain  tracts  of  public  land,  in  Thomas  Payne  and  his 
heirs;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Henderson  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  accounts  to  be  settled 
with  the  United  States,  in  behalf  of  this  Connnonwealth,  for  the  acquisition  and  protection  of  western  territory;  that 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  inquired  into  the  same,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several 
resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  road  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  Housr,  as  foUoweth: 

Your  committee  find  that  the  accounts  to  be  exhibited  iu  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  against  the  United  States, 
for  the  acquisition  and  protection  of  western  territory,  are  far  from  being  made  up  and  prepared  to  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  tlie  commissioner  appointed  for  the  settlement  lliereof;  and  that  as  this  business  stands  connected  in  its  pro- 
gress with  the  great  mass  in  the  auditor's  office,  it  will  noi.  bi  so  prejjared  for  many  months. 

Your  committee  also  find,  that  many  persons,  to  wham  siuns  of  nioncy  were  advanced,  on  account  of  the  service 
aforesaid,  have  not  yet  accounted  for  the  expenditure  of  the  sar.'C. 

Resolved,  that  il  Is  Ike  opinion  of  this  crimmitlee,  That  the  E.>;erutive  ought  to  be  empowered  to  cause  the  au- 
ditors and  all  others  on  whom  the  business  nuiy,  in  any  manner,  depend,  to  pursue  the  most  effectual  measures  for  the 
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speedy  preparing  and  putting  the  said  accounts  into  the  hands  of  the  commissioner ;  that  tliey  authorise  the  employ- 
ing any  additional  assistants  in  the  pubhc  offices,  which  to  them  may  seem  necessary  for  this  purpose ;  that  they  an- 
nounce as  soon  as  may  be,  to  Congress,  the  appointment  which  hath  been  made  of  a  commissioner  on  the  part  of  this 
State,  give  him  credentials  under  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  from  time  to  time  cause  to  be  advanced  to  the 
said  commissioner,  such  sum,  or  sums  of  money,  on  account,  as  by  them  shall  be  thought  necessary  and  proper. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  commissioner  ought  to  be  authorised  and  directed 
immediately  to  enter  into  and  prosecute  such  correspondence  with  the  executive,  the  different  officers  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  the  commissioner  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  the  said  accounts,  as 
to  him  may  seem  useful. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henderson  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were-  again  twice  read,  amended,  and 
agreed  to  bj'  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Arthur  Lee,  praying  that  funds  may  be 
provided  for  the  payment  of  22,000  lbs.  of  tobacco,  wiiich  are  due  to  him  for  monies  advanced  from  his  private  purse, 
for  the  purchase  of  military  stores  and  clothing  for  the  troops  of  this  State ;  and  for  which  he  has  received  the  promis- 
sory notes  of  the  late  commercial  agent,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Philip  Rohebleau,  setting  forth,  that  when 
the  Illinois  country  was  reduced  by  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Clarke,  he  was  commandant  thereof;  that         \^^^ 
he  was  made  prisoner,  and  has  suffered  great  injury  in  his  person  and  property;  and  praying  relief,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Wilham  Lee,  praying  that  compensation 
may  be  made  him  for  the  damages  done  to  his  houses  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  by  the  troops  of  this  State,  whilst 
used  by  them,  as  barracks,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Ryan,  praying  that  the  treasurer 
may  be  authorised  to  receive  from  him  the  notes  for  two  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  which  he  received  in  part  of  his  col- 
lection of  taxes,  as  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Henry,  and  which  have  been  since  burnt  in  the  warehouses  at  Manchester, 
be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Savary  de  Valcoulon,  praying  to  be  allowed 
damages  and  travelling  expenses,  as  agent  for  Messrs.  Colougnac  and  Company,  in  getting  their  claim  against  thisNt 
State  liquidated,  be  rejected.  ^ 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Cherry,  setting  forth,  that  he  acted 
as  commissary  of  provisions,  under  Gen.  Clarke,  in  the  Illinois  country,  in  the  year  1781,  for  which  he  has  received  no  ly 

satisfaction,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  settle  the  petitioner's  accounts,  and  grant  r 

him  warrants  for  his  pay,  after  discounting  any  monies  which  may  have  been  advanced  him  by  the  public,  to  be  car- 
ried to  the  account  of  the  Illinois  department. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  James  Kemp,  praying  that  his  accounts  for 
depreciation  of  pay  and  subsistence,  due  him  for  services  as  purveyor  to  the  continental  hospital  in  Williamsburg, 
under  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Rickman,  may  be  liquidated  by  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  and  certificates  granted 
him  for  the  s'lme,  is  reasonable;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Dr.  John  de  Sequeyra,  praying  that  his 
accounts  as  physician  general  to  the  hospital,  established  for  lunatics  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  may  be  liquidated 
by  the  auditors,  and  warrants  granted  him  for  the  same,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  6th,  7th  and  8th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  reported  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  respecting  Col.  John 
Cropper,  which  lay  on  the  table  ;  and  the  sam6  being  read,  was  amended,  and  is  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  John  Cropper,  jun.  county 
lieutenant  of  Accomac,  as  prays  that  he  may  be  reimbursed  by  the  public,  the  sum  of  1 05/.  5d.  3-4,  by  him  ad- 
vanced and  expended  in  procuring  necessary  supplies  for  the  militia  and  troops,  whilst  in  service  in  the  said  county 
during  the  late  war;  and  also,  the  further  sum  of  190/.  4s.  9rf,  which  he  paid  for  the  care  and  cure  of  sundry  wound- 
ed prisoners,  as  well  British  as  Americans,  /liich  he  was  compelled  to  do,  being  a  prisoner  with  the  encny,  is  rea- 
sonable; and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  issa  their  warrants  in  favor  of  the  petitioner  for  the  said  sums  of  money,  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  money  raised  in  the  couij  •/  of  Arcomac,  under  the  act,  "  for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  men 
to  serve  in  the  continental  army,"  and  charged  to  the  United  States  in  account  with  this  Commoiwealth. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  mP5sage  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

JIk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  appo'nting  public  notaries;"  also,  they  have  exarainedj|| 
several  enrolled  hills,  md  find  them  to  bs  tru'y  enrolled,  ?iid  they  are  signed  by  tho  Speaker.  And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  ip.es>anre  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Hoirison :  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "gi\'ing  Nathaniel  T»viniug  the  exclusive  privilege  of^ 
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conveying  persons  in  a  stage  coach,  for  a  limited  time;"  and   "for  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  one  and  an  half 
per  ce'niuni  on  certain  goods,  wares  and  nieroliandizes."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  th.-xt  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  the  petition  of  Thomas  Underwood,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resohition  thereupon, 
wliich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read, 
amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  tbiloweth : 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  petition  of  Thomas  Underwood,  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1781,  he  was  sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Goochland,  and  attended  several  times  at  the  treasury,  widi  paper  money  and  certificates  to  discharge  the 
public  taxes  for  that  year,  but  was  prevented  from  a  settlement  through  the  multiplicity  of  business,  which  induced 
him  to  leave  his  said  collections  in  the  treasury  office;  that  they  were  soon  after  adjusted  in  his  absence,  and  the  pa- 
per money  applied  to  his  credit ;  but  the  certificates  were  returned  to  him :  since  which  he  has  tendered  them  to  the 
county  court,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  for  adjusting  claims  of  that  nature,  who  have  referred  them  to  the  General  As- 
sembly ;  that  after  the  said  certificates  were  returned  to  him,  he  made  good  the  value  of  them  in  paper  money,  and 
had  the  same  applied  to  bis  credit;  and  there  is  now  only  a  small  balance  due  from  him  after  deducting  insolvents, 
and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  do  liquidate  the  petitioner's  claims,  and  grant  him  certificates 
for  the  same,  after  deducting  therefrom  such  balance  as  shall  appear  to  be  due  from  him  to  the  public. 

Ordered,  Thai  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  suspend  the  distress  of  the  one  eighth  per  cent,  tax  on  laud 
for  a  limited  time ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill 
"  authorising  the  Executive  to  treat  with  certain  tribes  of  Indians  for  a  cession  of  lands  claimed  by  them,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  protection  of  the  superintendents  and  surveyors  employed  in  locating  and  surveying  the  lands  given  as 
bounties  to  the  army,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  incorporating  the  town  of  Petersburg,  and  for  other 
,  purposes;"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.      And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered.  Tiiat  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  auditors,  in  not 
complying  with  a  requisition  of  the  Executive;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Assembly  by  James  Rumsey  and  James  M'Mechen,  that  they  have  dis- 
covered the  art  of  constructing  a  boat  of  the  burthen  of  ten  tons,  which  shall  sail  or  be  propelled  by  the  influence  of 
certain  mechanical  powers  thereto  applied,  the  distance  of  between  tweiuy-five  and  forty  miles  per  day,  against  the 
current  of  a  fresh  water  river,  notwithstanding  the  velocity  of  the  water,  with  the  said  burthen  of  ten  tons  on  board  ; 
to  be  wrought  at  no  greater  expense  than  that  of  three  hands.  This  Assembly  being  desirous  of  encouraging  every 
efibrt  of  genius  and  industry  which  may  tend  to  the  public  good; 

Resolved,  That  upon  the  said  James  Rumsey  and  James  M'Mechen  perfecting  such  boat  as  above  described, 
this  Assembly  will  grant  them  or  tlieir  heirs  a  sum  adequate  to  die  importance  of  the  discovery. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  great  inconveniences  are  found  to  result  from  the  want  of  some  concerted  regulations  between  this 
State  and  the  State  of  Maryland,  touciiing  the  jurisdiction  and  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac; 

Resolved,  That  George  Mason,  Edmund  Randolph,  James  Madison,  jun.  and  Alexander  Henderson,  Esquires, 
be  appointed  commissioners;  and  that  they,  or  any  three  of  them,  do  meet  such  commis-ioners  as  may  be  appointed 
on  the  part  o(  Maryland ;  and,  in  concert  with  them,  frame  such  liberal  and  cquitabk'  regulations  concerning  the  said 
river,  as  may  be  mutually  advantageous  to  the  two  States;  and  that  they  make  report  thereof,  to  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Exccut  ve  be  requested  to  notify  the  above  appointment  with  the  object  of  it,  to  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  desire  its  concurrence  in  the  proposition. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  l)ill,  "vesting  a  certain  tract  of  public  land  in  Thomas  Payne  and  his  heirs;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

On  a  motion  made, 
\  Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  bill  "directing 

the  -v.   >■''  certain  public  lands;"  and  that  the  same  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Kearnes,  Corbin,  Matthews 
and  iiuuard. 
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A  bill,  "to  suspend  the  distress  for  the  one-eighth  per  cent,  on  land,  for  a  limited  time ;"  was  read  the  second  timei 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  cum.nutee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  Juue^|^1784. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne  : 

Mr;.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  directing  the  Executive  to  appoint  commissioners  to  ^ 
e^iamine  into  impositions  in  the  settlement  of  officers'  and  soldiers'  accounts.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  appoint  commissioners  to  state  and  settle  the  losses  sustained  by  the  burning  of  the  ware- 
houses at  Rocky  Ridge;''  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

ResoU'i'd,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  appoint  commissioners  to  state  and  settle  the 
losses  sustanied  by  the  burning  of  the  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridge." 

Ordered,  That  Air.  R;chard  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  \ 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  es- 
tablishing a  permanent  revenue ;"  was  read  the  third  time.  «^ 

An  engrossed  clause  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill  by  way  of  ryder,  "for  appropriating  the  taxes  arising     ^ 
therefrom,  and  directing  wlicn  it  shall  commence." 

And  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  read  three  times  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  ^ 
to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  bill,  with  the  ryder,  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  levy  certain  taxes  in  aid  of  the 
public  revenue,  and  to  apply  the  same  in  payment  of  the  debt  due  foreign  creditors." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  vesting  a  certain  tract  of  public  land  in  Thomas  Payne,  and  his  heirs;"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-day. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  authorising  the  Executive  to  treat  with  certain  tribes  of  Indians  for  a  cession  of  lands  claimed 
by  them,  and  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  the  superintendents  and  surveyors  employed  in  locating  and  surveying 
the  lands  given  as  bounties  to  the  army ;"  was  read  the  third  time  ; 

And  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Matthews  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  amendments  made  on  Thursday  last  to  the 
bill  "for  establishing  an  inspection  of  hemp;"  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  rerfd,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay  to  the  order  of  the  Executive  out  of  the  first  money  that  shall  arise  under  the 
law,  "for  recruiting  this  State's  quota  of  men  to  serve  in  the  continental  army,"  any  sum  they  may  direct,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  a  statue  of  General  Washington,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  printing  the  revisal  of  the  laws,  con- 
(brmable  to  resolutions  of  the  present  General  Assembly. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  authorised  to  receive  from  the  sheriffs  of  the  different  counties,  all  tobacco  that 
were  by  law  authorised  to  be  paid  in  discharge  of  the  revenue  tax,  and  by  them  collected  prior  to  the  loth  of  April 
last,  and  not  before  that  time  paid  in. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Tazewell  r(  ported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill,  "  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands,"  was 
committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  tiic  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made 
several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  thirrl  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  d^i},  resolved  it-ell'  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported, 
Z  4 
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that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  tlie  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and  come 
to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  oj  this  committee,  That  a  return  of  all  the  officers  of  the  State  line  and  navy, 
shall  be  made  to  the  next  Assembly;  wherein  the  corps,  when  raised,  the  rank  of  each  officer,  the  date  of  his  commis- 
sion, the  number  of  men  enlisted  by  each  captain  and  subaltern,  the  number  of  men  in  each  regiment  or  corps,  num- 
ber of  men  when  reduced,  and  time  when  reduced,  shall  be  particularly  specified  by  a  board  of  officers  to  be  appointed 
'  bv  the  Executive:  Provided,  that  nothing  herein  expressed,  shall  extend  to  the  officers  of  the  first  and  second  State 
regiments.  *  IL 

Whereas,  by  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assenji^iy,  prohibiting  the  issuing  land  warrants,  no  provision  was  made 
for  those  who  had  or  might  obtain  certificates  of  pre-emption  rights;  and  it  is  just  and  reasonable  that  provision  should 
be  made  for  such  cases ; 
^  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  where  any  person  is  possessed  of  a  certificate  of  pre-emp- 

tion right,  granted  before  tlie  first  day  of  May,  in  the  present  year,  the  register  be  directed  to  issue  a  warrant  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  the  said  resolution  had  never  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne : 
^  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with 

«l    additional  powers,  for  a  limited  time;"  and  "for  reviving  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Dymer's  warehouses;"  with 

several  amendments,  to  vvhich  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
V  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

^  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Heath  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  tiie  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

XMr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  revive  and  amend  in  part,  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  for 
giving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and 
for  other  purposes;"  also,  they  have  examined  several  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  they  are 
signed  by  the  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  to 
suspend  the  distress  for  the  one  per  cent,  tax  on  land,  for  a  limited  time;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"vesting  a  certain  tract  of  public  land  in  Thomas  Payne,  and  his  heirs;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Marshall  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  the  bill  "  to  prohibit  the  prosecution  of  any 
suits  against  William  Armistead,  for  debts  contracted  by  him  on  public  account,  was  committed  ;  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  same,  without 
amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  hemp ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein 
filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  hemp." 
,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein 
filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Tnxewell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  June  30,  1784. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "vesting  a  certain  tract  of  public  land  in  Thomas  Payne,  and  his  heirs;"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

And  tlie  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass  ; 
It  passed  m  ihc  negative. 
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Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  prohibit  the  prosecution  of  suits  against  William  Armistead,  for  debts  contracted  by  hiin 
on  public  account ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  prohibit  the  prosecution  of  suits  against  Wil- 
liam Armistead,  for  debts  contracted  by  him  on  public  account." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  suspend  the  distress  for  the  one  per  cent,  tax  on  land,  for  a  limited  time ;"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  suspend  the  distress  of  the  one  per  cent,  ta.v 
on  land,  for  a  limited  time." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  for  selling  the  public  land  in  the  county  of  Northampton, 
called  the  Secretary's  land ;  and  applying  part  of  the  money  arising  therefrom,  to  the  purchase  of  a  tract  to  be  vested 
in  Thomas  Payne,  and  his  heirs ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Madison  and  Henderson  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  solicitor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  state  and  make  up  an  account 
against  the  United  States,  for  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  different  kinds  of  specifics,  furnished  by  this  State  for  con- 
tinental uses,  extending  the  prices  thereof  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress ;  and  to  stale  an  account  against 
the  United  States,  for  the  expenses  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  called  into  service  during  the  invasions  of  North  and 
South  Carolina,  as  well  as  this  State  by  the  enemy,  during  the  late  war;  and  to  enable  him  to  make  up  such  accounts 
in  the  most  expeditious  manner,  he  is  authorised  to  appoint  a  clerk  for  that  purpose,  who  shall  receive  the  same  allow- 
ance, for  the  time  he  shall  necessarily  be  engaged  in  the  business,  as  is  given  to  a  clerk  in  the  auditor's  office. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Henry  Sadler,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Henry  Sadler,  praying  that  he  may  receive  payment  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  drawn 
by  the  agent  of  this  State  in  favor  of  the  petitioner,  for  a  quantity  of  merchandize  sold  him  for  the  public  use,  in  the 
year  1780,  which  bill  has  been  protested,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Executive  for  their  settlement;  and  after  having 
ascertained  the  sum  due  to  the  petitioner,  that  the  governor  direct  the  auditors  to  issue  their  warrants  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  the  public  printer  be  directed  to  strike  off  immediately,  forty-eight  copies  of  the  act  "to  revive 
and  amend  in  part,  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  giving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locat- 
ing warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes,"  to  be  distributed  among  the  members  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  allowances  be  made  to  the  officers  of  the  Gener;al  Assembly,  for  their  services  dur- 
ing the  present  session : 

I.     s.     d. 
To  the  Reverend  Benjamin  Blagrove,  at  the  rate  of  -  -  -  10     0     0    per  week. 

To  Mr.  John  Beckley,  clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates,         -  -  -  35     0     0         " 

To  Mr.  William  Drew,  clerk  of  the  Senate,  -  -  -  -  17100" 

To  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton,  clerk  of  the  committees  for  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  Pro- 
positions and  Grievances,  -  -  -  -  1500" 
To  Mr.  Adam  Craig,  clerk  of  the  committees  for  Religion,  Courts  of  Justice,  Claims, 

and  Commerce,  .  .  -  -  - 

To  Mr.  Charles  Hay,  for  services  to  sundry  committees,  -  -  - 

To  Mr.  Freeman  Eppes,  sergeant  at  arms  to  the  House  of  Delegates, 
To  Mr.  William  Pierce,  sergeant  at  arms  to  the  Senate,         -  -  - 

To  William  Driiikard,  Daniel   Hicks,  John  Hicks  and  William  Drinkard,  jun.  door- 
keepers to  the  House  of  Delegates,  each  -  -  - 
To  William  Hicks  and  Thomas  Paul,  door-keepers  to  the  Senate,  each 
To  Elizabeth  Jones,  for  taking  care  of  and  cleaning  the  capitol, 
To  Zenas  Tate,  keeper  of  the  public  buildings,                         .                   -                  - 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  selling  tlje  publi  land  in  the  county  of  Norihanipton,  called 
the  Secretary's  laud,  and  applying  part  of  the  money  arising  therefrom,  to  the  purchase  of  a  tract,  to  be  vested  in 
Thonia    Pryxup,  and  his  heir>;"  ai.d  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time. 

And  ilie  ijuesiiou  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be  read  a  second  time ; 
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It  passed  in  the  necrativc. 

Resulvid,  That  tlie  bill  be  rejected. 

A  message  irom  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Selden: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills,  "tf>levy  certain  taxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue,  and 
to  apply  the  same  in  payinent  of  the  debts  due  to  foreign  creditors;"  and  "  to  appoint  commissioners  to  st.ite  and  sitde 
the  losses  sustained  by  the  burning  of  the  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridge,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  the  public  printer  strike  off  immediately  as  many  copies  of  the  act  "imposing  an  additional  duty 
on  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,"  as  the  Executive  may  direct ;  to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  the  several  naval  officers 
and  collectors  in  this  Commonwealth. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Selden : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  establisliing  an  inspection  of  hemp."  And  then 
he  witiidrew. 

A  niotion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  Thai  the  auditors  be  directed:  to  liquidate  the  claim  of  Mark,  Nephew  and  Son,  and  grant  a  warrant 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  half  of  the  said  claim,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  arising  from  the  act  for  compelling  the 
delinquent  counties  to  pay  the  one-eighth  per  cent,  tax;  Provided,  That  such  payment  do  not  interfere  with  the  for- 
mer appropriation  of  the  said  tax ;  and  if  the  said  fund  shall  not  prove  sufficient  to  make  the  said  payment,  that  the 
treasurer  pay  the  deficiency  out  of  any  unappropriated  money  which  may  come  into  his  hands. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  a  standing  order  of  this  House,  that  no  petition  shall  be  received  claiming  a  sum  of  money, 
or  praying  a  settlement  of  unliquidated  accounts,  unless  it  be  accompanied  with  a  certificate,  either  from  the  Executive 
or  board  of  auditors,  that  the  said  claim  had  been  laid  before  them  respectively,  and  containing  the  reasons  why  they 
refused  to  settle  the  same ;  Provided,  That  this  order  shall  not  extend  in  any  person  applying  for  a  pension. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  public  printer  be  directed  to  strike  off  immediately,  one  hundred  copies  of  the  foregoing  or- 
der, to  be  distributed  amongst  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  by  them  dispersed  throughout  the  State. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolution,  for  liquidating  the  accounts  of 
William  Armistead;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  tiierewith. 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  make  a  statement  of  the  public  debts,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  proceeded  on  tiie  same,  and  made  some  progress  therein,  but  from  the  state  of  the  books  in 
the  different  public  offices,  and  ihe  multiplicity  of  business  at  present  before  the  auditors,  the  committee  had  not 
heen  able  to  procure  such  official  information  as  could  enable  them  to  complete  the  same:  Your  committee  further 
report,  that  Mr.  Charles  Hay,  who  was  appointed  to  act  as  clerk  to  them,  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  attend  to  this 
business,  they  employed  Mr.  Bernard  Webb,  to  collect  and  copy  the  necessary  papers,  in  which  he  has  shewn  a  com- 
mendable degree  of  diligence,  relying  on  this  House  to  make  him  proper  compensation  for  his  trouble :  Your  committee 
arc  further  of  opinion,  that  the  auditors  cannot  produce  all  the  accounts  and  information  requisite  to  complete  this 
business  in  any  short  time,  without  having  it  in  their  power  to  employ  a  clerk  for  this  particular  purpose:  And  it  ap- 
pears to  your  committee,  that  the  same  person  who  acts  as  clerk  to  this  committee,  may,  by  having  access  to  the 
auditor's  books,  draw  off  the  projier  statements,  and  may  also  arrange  them  and  copy  the  same  in  a  book  conformable 
to  the  iiKthod  agreed  on  by  your  coiiiinittee,  and  thereby  save  the  public  the  expense  of  employing  more  than  one 
clerk  in  this  business. 

Whereupon,  your  committee  came  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  tlial  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tliat  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  make  out  a  statement  of  all 
the  debts  due  by  tins  Commovvcalih,  of  which  the  accounts  are  kept  in  their  o(iice,  arranging  the  same  under  their  pro- 
per heads  ;  and  that  they  be  empowerid  to  employ  Mr  Webb,  or  any  other  (it  person,  as  a  clerk,  to  assist  in  pre|):ir- 
ing  the  said  staiciiient,  and  that  he  be  paid  for  his  trouble  therein,  adecjuate  to  the  services  he  may  perform;  and  that 
the  stateiiicnl  aforesaid,  be  hud  before  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  the  solicitor  general  be  directed  to  collect  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  several  commercial  agents 
of  thi  State,  and  make  a  return  to  the  (jleneral  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting,  of  the  balances  due  on  those  books, 
specifying  how  much  thereof  is  due  to  persons  not  citizens  ol'  this  State. 

Anil  iIk.'  said  report  being  twu:c  read  was,  on  the  ipiestion  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Or.nred.  'i'liai  i\lr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  report  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A   message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne: 

Mk.  Spi'.AKKll, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  the  better  support  of  tii  ■  Supreme  Court  in  the  Ken- 
tucky district,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then  he  with- 
drew. 
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The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments  ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  V 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Breckenridge  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith.  ^ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  also,  to  theif 
resolutions,  respecting  the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac ;  for  reimbursing  Col.  John  Cropper,  a  sum  of  money  by^L 
him  expended  on  public  account ;  and  respecting  Thomas  Underwood.     And  then  he  withdrew.  "^ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  suspend  the  distress  for  the  one  per  cent,  tax  on  land 
for  a  limited  time,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then  he 
withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  House  doth  adjourn  to-day,  it  will  adjourn  until  the  third  Monday  in  October  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  be  empowered  to  proceed  in  auditing  and  adjusting  officers'  and  soldiers'  claims  for 
pay  and  depreciation,  which  may  be  presented  to  them  before  the  second  day  of  the  next  month ;  any  thing  in  a  for- 
mer resolution  of  the  present  session  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Selden :  '^ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  liquidating  the  accounts  of  Mark,  Nephew  andi^ 
Son;  of  Dr.  John  de  Sequeyra;  and  of  William  Cherry;  respecting  a  boat  to  be  constructed  by  James  Rumsey  and 
James  M'Mechen  ;  for  referring  Henry  Sadler's  claims  to  the  Executive;  directing  the  solicitor  to  make  up  and  state  an 
account  of  specifics  furnished  the  United  States  by  this  State ;  directing  the  register  to  issue  land  warrants  upon  pre- 
emption certificates;  directing  a  return  of  the  officers  of  the  State  line  and  navy  to  the  next  Assembly;  directing  the 
treasurer  to  pay  to  the  order  of  the  Executive,  a  sum  of  money  for  procuring  a  statue  of  Gen.  Washington,  and  for 
printing  the  revised  laws;  for  making  the  allowances  to  the  officers  of  the  General  Assembly;  and  directing  the  audi- 
tors to  state  the  debts  of  this  Commonwealth,  arranging  them  under  their  proper  heads  with  several  amendments  •  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew.  , 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  ^P^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  insist  upon  their  amendments,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  to  suspend 
the  distress  for  the  one  per  cent,  tax  on  land,  for  a  limited  time.     And  then  he  withdrew.  % 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read; 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments. 

Ordered,  That    Mr.  Breckenridge  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford:  « 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  recede  from  their  amendments,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  to  suspendjf 
the  distress  of  the  one  per  cent,  tax  on  land,  for  a  limited  time;"  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  directing  the^_ 
auditors  to  proceed  in  adjusting  officers'  and  soldiers'  claims  for  pay  and  depreciation,  until  the  second  day  of  the  nextW* 
month.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  William  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  examined  several  others  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  the  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  then  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills  : 

"An  act,  to  confirm  to  Anne  and  Margaret  Rose,  their  freedom  and  interest  under  the  will  of  Walter  Robinson, 
deceased." 

"  An  act,  to  establish  a  town  on  the  land  of  Francis  Conway,  in  the  county  of  King  George." 

"  An  act,  to  establish  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Catesby  Jones,  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland." 

"  An  act,  for  establishing  a  new  ferry." 

"  An  act,  giving  certain  lands  to  Hampden  Sydney  College,  in  the  county  of  Prince  Edward." 

"  An  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  establish  certain  and  adequate  funds,  for  the  redemption  of  cer- 
tificates granted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers,  for  their  arrears  of  pay  and  depreciation." 

"  An  act,  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  land,  the  improvements  thereon,  and  the  number  of  people  within  this 
Commonwealth." 

[ff/^flisre  the  Clerk  omitted  recording  any  further  proceedings  of  this  session.Ji 
A  B 


^ 


il 


« 


HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  VIRGINIA; 
BEGUN  AND  HELD  IN  THE  CITY  OF  RICHMOND. 

<9JV  MO^N'DAT,  THE  EIGHTEEJ^TH  DAY  OF  OCTOBER,  /JV  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR 
LORD  OME  THOUSAND  SEVEJ^  HUJ\'J)RE1J  AJ\rJJ  EIGHTY-FOUR. 


9 

f 

* 

K 

RICHMOND : 

PRINTED  BY  THOMAS  W.  WHITK,  OfPOSITE  THE  BELL.TAVEK\. 

» 

1828. 

• 


JOURNAL 


HKDWill  (DS^  IDIiSjIKBA'ir] 


1^0 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY, 

BEGUJ^  and  held  at  the  public  buildings  in  the  City  of  Richmond,  on  Monday,  the  eighteenth  day  oj 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  four  ;  being  the  second- 
session  of  this  present  General  Jissembly. 

THE  House  of  Delegates  met  according  to  their  adjournment; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  October  19,  1784. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  October  20,  1784. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  numiier  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  October  21,  1784. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment; 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear,  were  noted,  and  the 
names  of  those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  eniploy:uciit  in 
the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody,  John  Cropper,  jun.  and  Tho- 
mas Parramore,  members  for  the  county  of  Accoraac;  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas  and  Edward  Carter,  members  for  the 
county  of  Albemarle;  Michael  Bowyer  and  Zachariah  Johnston,  members  for  the  county  of  Augusta;  John  Trigg, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Bedford ;  Moses  Hunter  and  Adam  Stephen,  members  for  the  rounly  of  Berke- 
ley;  George  Hancock,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Botetourt;  Thomas  Edmnnds  and  Thomas  Cliiborne, 
members  for  the  county  of  Brunswick;  John  Nicholas,  jun.  and  Charles  Patteson,  members  for  the  county  of  Buck- 


ingham;  John  Ward,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Campbell;  Thomas  Collier,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Charlotte;  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Cumberland;  French  Strother 
and  James  Pendleton,  members  for  the  county  of  Culpeper;  William  Watkins  and  Joseph  Jones,  members  for  tiie 
county  of  Dinwiddie;  Miles  King,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Elizabeth  City;  Spencer  Roane  and  Wil- 
liam Gatewood,  members  for  the  county  of  Essex;  Alexander  Henderson  and  Thomas  West,  members  for  the  county 
of  Fairfax  •  William  Pickett,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier ;  John  Mosby  and  John  Crittenden, 
members  for  the  county  of  Fayette;  Alexander  White,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Frederick;  Alexander 
Donnelly  and  George  Clendinnen,  members  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier ;  James  Wall  and  Batte  Peterson,  members 
for  the  county  of  Greensville;  Isaac  Coles  and  John  Coleman,  members  for  the  county  of  Halifax;  Ralph  Humphreys 
and  Isaac  Vanmiter  members  for  the  county  of  Hampshire;  Garland  Anderson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county 
of  Hanover-  Patrick  Henry  and  Peter  Saunders,  members  for  the  connty  of  Henry;  John  Scasbrook  Wills  and 
Robert  Marshall,  members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight;  Philip  Barbour,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Jeflerson ;  Edmund  Byne,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen ;  Joseph  Jones,  one  of  the  members 
for  the  county  of  King  William;  John  Heath  and  John  Berryman,  members  for  the  county  of  Lancaster;  Richard 
Bland  Lee  and  Francis  Peyton,  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun;  William  White,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Louisa;  Anthony  Stred  and  John  Glenn,  members  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg;  John  Logan,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Lincoln ;  Samuel  Goode,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg ;  Benjamin 
Wilson  and  Francis  Worman,  members  for  the  county  of  Monongalia;  Robert  Sayers  and  John  Breckenridge,  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  Willis  Riddick  and  Kinchen  Godwin,  members  for  the  county  of  Nansemond; 
John  Kearnes  and  Daniel  Sandford,  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk;  Littleton  Eyre  and  Bennett  Tompkins,  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Northampton  ;  John  Thornton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northumberland ;  Ebe- 
nezer  Zane  and  David  Shepherd,  members  for  the  county  of  Ohio ;  James  Madison,  jun.  and  Charles  Porter,  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Orange;  William  Dix,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania;  William  Ronald, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Powhatan ;  Edmund  RufBn,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince 
George;  John  Ackiss  and  Thomas  Walke,  members  for  the  county  of  Princess  Anne;  Alexander  Scott  Bullitt,  one 
of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  William;  Landon  Carter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Richmond  ; 
John  Bowyer  and  John  Hayes,  members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge ;  Gavvin  Hamilton  and  John  Hopkins,  members 
for  the  county  of  Rockingham ;  Isaac  Zane  and  Abraham  Keller,  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah ;  John  Tay- 
lor and  Albridgton  Jones,  members  for  the  county  of  Southampton;  Thomas  Edmunds  and  John  Howell  Briggs, 
members  for  the  county  of  Sussex;  Wilson  Miles  Cary  and  John  Langhorn,  members  for  the  county  of  Warwick; 
Richard  Lee,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland ;  William  Russell  and  James  Montgomery,  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Washington;  Joseph  Prentis,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  York;  and  Thomas  Mat- 
thews, a  member  for  the  borough  of  Norfolk. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  October  22,  1784. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  Monday  next,  12  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  October  25,  1784. 

The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment; 
On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  House  on  Thursday  last,  for  taking  the  delinquent  members  into  custody,  be 
rescinded;  and  that  such  of  said  delinquents  as  are  now  in  custody,  be  admitted  to  their  seats  without  paying  fees. 
There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 
The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  October  26,  1784. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment ; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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WEDNESDAY,  October  27,  1784. 

The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment ; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  October  28,  1784. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  October  29,  1784. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business. 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  October  30,  1784. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment. 

On  a  motion  mdide. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted,  and  the 
names  of  those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employments  in 
the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Edward  Carter,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Albemarle;  Michael  Bowyer,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Augusta;  Moses  Hunter 
and  Adam  Stephen,  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  Charles  Patteson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Buckingham;  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Caroline ;  Miles  King,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Elizabeth  City;  Alexander  Henderson  and  Thomas  West,  members  for  the  county  of  Fairfax;  William  Pick- 
ett, one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier;  John  Mosby,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fayette; 
Alexander  White,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Frederick;  Andrew  Donnelly  and  George  Clendinnen,  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Greenbrier;  James  Wall,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Greensville;  Isaac  Vanmiter, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Hampshire;  Peter  Saunders,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henry; 
John  Scasbrobk  Wills  and  Robert  Marshall,  members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight;  Edmund  Byne,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen;  Francis  Peyton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun;  John 
Logan,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Lincoln;  Samuel  Goode,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Meck- 
lenburg; Benjamin  Wilson  and  Francis  Wornian,  members  for  the  county  of  Monongalia;  Robert  Sayers  and  John 
Breckenridge,  members  for  the  county  of  Montgomery ;  Willis  Riddick  and  Kinchen  Godwin,  members  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Nansemond  ;  John  Kearnes  and  Daniel  Sandtbrd,  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk;  Bennett  Tompkins,  one 
of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton;  Ebenezer  Zane  and  David  Shepherd,  members  for  the  county  of 
Ohio ;  James  Madison,  jun.  and  Charles  Porter,  members  for  the  county  of  Orange ;  William  Dix,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  co.inty  of  Pitt-ylvania ;  Wdliam  Ronald,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Powhatan ;  John  Ackiss, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Princess  Ann,';  Alexander  S.  Bullitt,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Prince  William;  Landcm  Carter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Richmond  ;  John  Bowyer  and  John  Hayes, 
members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge;  John  Hopkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham;  Isaac 
Zane  and  Abraiiam  Keller,  members  for  tiie  county  o' Shenandoah ;  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county 
of  Southampton  ;  William  Brent,  one  of  the  members  ibr  tlie  county  of  Stafford  ;  John  Langhorne,  one  of  the  members 
for  the  county  of  ^Varw  ic  k ;  and  WilUam  Russell  and  James  Montgomery,  members  for  the  county  of  Washington. 

A  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  members  bein"  present ; 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Blagrove,  be  appointed  chaplain  to  this  Hou'^e,  and  that  he  attend  and  read 
prayers  in  the  House  every  morning,  at  the  titne  ajjpointed  by  a  standing  order  of  the  Hous<>. 

Ord.rfd.  That  William  Drinkard,  Daniel  Hicks,  John  Hicks  and  William  Driukard,  jun.  be  appointed  door- 
keej'er.s  to  this  House,  and  that  they  give  their  attendance  accordingly. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  next,  12  o'clock. 
C  5 
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MONDAY,  November  1,   1784. 

The  House  being  intbrmed  that  AFr.  John  Kearnes,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk;  and  Mr. 
James  Madison,  jun.  one  of  the  tneinbers  lor  the  county  of  Orange;  attended  in  custody  of  the  stMgeant  at  arms; 
Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Kearnes,  and  James  Madison,  jun.  be  admitted  to  their  seats  on  paying  fees. 
The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Edward  Carter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Albemarle;  and  Mr. 
John  Hopkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockingham ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arras,  and 
that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Saturday  last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Edward  Carter  and  John  Hopkins,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 
On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  the  members  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted,  and  the 
names  of  those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employments 
in  the  service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Michael  Bovvyer,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Augusta;  Moses  Hunter  and  Adam  Stephen,  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley  ;  Charles 
Peyton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Buckingham;  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Caroline;  Joseph  Jones,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddle;  Miles  King,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Elizabeth  Citj' ;  Alexander  Henderson  and  Thomas  West,  members  for  the  county  of  Fairfax ;  William 
Pickett,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier;  John  Mosby,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fayette; 
Alexander  White,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Frederick  ;  Andrew  Donnelly  and  George  Clendinnen,  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Greenbrier;  James  Wall,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Greensville  ;  Isaac  Vanmiter, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Hampshire;  Isaac  Coles,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Halifax;  Peter 
Saunders,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henry  ;  John  Scasbrook  Wills  and  Robert  Marshall,  members  for 
the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight;  Edmund  Byne,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen;  Benjamin  Tem- 
ple and  William  Dandridge  Claiborne,  members  for  the  county  of  King  William;  Francis  Peyton,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Loudoun  ;  William  Anderson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Louisa;  John  Logan, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Lincoln  ;  Benjamin  Wilson  and  Francis  Worman,  members  for  the  county  of 
Monongalia;  Robert  Sayres  and  John  Breckenridge,  members  for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  Willis  Riddick  and 
Kinchen  Godwin,  members  for  the  count3'  of  Nansemond  ;  William  Armistead  and  John  Watkins,  members  for  the 
county  of  New  Kent;  Daniel  Sandford,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk;  Bennett  Tompkins,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton ;  Ebenezer  Zane  and  David  Shepherd,  members  for  the  county  of  Ohio; 
Charles  Porter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Orange  ;  William  Dix,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Pittsylvania;  William  Ronald,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Powhatan;  John  Ackiss,  one  of  the  members  fir 
the  county  of  Princess  Anne;  Alexander  Scott  Bullitt,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  William;  Landon 
Carter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Richmond ;  John  Bowyer  and  John  Hayes,  members  for  the  county  of 
Bockbridge;  Isaac  Zane  and  Abraham  Keller,  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah;  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Southampton ;  William  Brein,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Stafford ;  John  Langhorne, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Warwick  ;  and  William  Russell  and  James  Montgomery,  members  for  the 
county  of  Washington. 
On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  the  House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  take  into  their 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Comnionwealtli. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  several  matters  for  the  consideration  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  referring  to  sundry  letters  and  papers  enclosed  on  the  subject  thereof;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Conunonwealth. 
Ordered,  That  a  comufittee  lor  Religion  be  appointed. 

And  a  connnittee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Norvell,  Johnson,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Henry,  Madison,  Wil- 
liam Watkins,  Garland  Anderson,  Strother,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Ruffin,  Markham,  Sherwin,  Ward,  Wray  and 
Clarke;  and  ihey  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  under  their  consideration  all  matters  and 
things  relating  to  religion  and  moraliiy,  and  all  such  as  shall  be  from  time  to  time  referred  to  them,  and  report  their 
proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House  ;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons, papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Henry,  Tazewell,  Richard  Lee,  Johnson,  Carter  Henry  Harrison, 
Madison,  Norvell,  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  Underwood,  Matthews,  Prentis,  Nicholas  Cabell,  William  Watkins, 
Mayo,  Ruffin  Towles,  Coles,  and  Thomas  Smith;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  exa- 
mine in  the  first  place,  all  returns  of  writs  for  electing  delegates  to  serve  in  this  present  General  Assembly,  and  to  com- 
pare the  same  widi  tiie  form  prescribed  by  law,  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  such  matters  as  shall  or  may 
come  in  t|nestion,  touching  elections  ami  privileges,  and  to  report  their  proceciiings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon, 
from  time  to  tunc,  to  the  House;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  scud  lor  persons,  papers  and  records, 
tor  their  intbrmaiion. 


Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  of  controverted  elections  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  or  before  the  com- 
mittee of  Privileges  and  Elections,  the  pi^titioncrs  do,  either  by  tlieniselves  or  their  agents,  within  a  convenient  tisne, 
to  be  appointed  either  by  the  House  or  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  as  the  matter  to  he  heard  shall  be 
before  the  House,  or  the  said  committee,  deliver  to  the  sitting  members  or  their  agents,  lists  of  the  persons  intended  bv 
the  petitioners  to  be  objected  to  who  voted  for  the  sitting  members,  giving  in  the  said  lists  the  several  heads  of  objec- 
tion, and  distinguishing  the  same  against  the  names  of  the  voters  objected  to;  and  that  the  sittinc;  members  do  bv 
the.nselves  or  their  agents,  within  the  same  time,  deliver  the  like  lists  on  their  parts  to  the  petitioners  or  their 
agents. 

Ordered,  Tliat  a  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Matthews,  Prentis,  Henry,  Nor- 
veil,  Southall,  Wilkerson,  Strother,  William  VVatkins,  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  Underwood,  Edward  Carter,  Towles 
Clarke,  Street,  Hancock,  John  Marshall,  Wilson  Gary  Nicholas,  Sherwin,  Booker,  Meredith,  Thomas  Smidi,  John 
Nicholas,  Kearnes,  Ward,  Hawes,  William  Thornton,  Gaskins,  Morton,  Markhana,  Cheatham,  Pendleton,  Wray, 
Roane,  Gatewood,  Richardson,  Humphreys,  Heath,  Berryman,  Walker,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Street,  Eyre,  Ruflin, 
Bland,  John  Thornton,  Fauntleroy,  Albridglon  Jones,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  Allen,  Nelson,  Corbin,  Curtis, 
Edmunds  of  Sussex,  Briggs,  Peterson,  Coleman,  Bibb,  John  Clarke,  Barbour,  Cropper,  Pope,  Crittenden,  Slaiigiiter, 
Walke,  Hamilton,  Hopkins,  Lankford  and  Trigg;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take 
into  their  consideration  all  propositions  and  grievances  that  shall  or  may  come  legally  certified  to  tliis  Assembly,  and 
to  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House ;  and  all  such  propositions  and  grievances 
are  to  be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  House,  and  by  him  to  the  said  committee  of  course;  and  the  said  committee 
are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Madison,  Tazewell,  John  Marshall,  Stuart,  Prentis,  Roane,  Carter 
Bassett  Harrison,  Heath,  Briggs,  Corbin,  and  Richard  Bland  Lee ;  and  they  arc  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day 
to  day,  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  matters  relating  to  Courts  of  Justice,  and  such  other  matters  as  shall 
be,  from  time  to  time,  referred  to  them,  and  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and 
the  said  committee  are  to  inspect  the  Journals  of  the  last  session,  and  draw  up  a  state  of  the  matters  then  depending 
and  undetermined,  and  the  progress  that  was  made  therein,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to 
the  House;  and  also,  examine  what  laws  have  expired  since  the  last  session,  and  report  die  same  to  the  House,  with 
their  opinions,  which  of  them  are  fit  to  be  revived  and  continued;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send 
for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  Tliat  a  committee  of  Claims  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Richard  Lee,  Thomas  I\lann  Randolph,  LTnderwood,  William  Wat- 
kins,  Strother,  Nicholas  Cabell,  Mayo,  Sherwin,  Pendleton,  Coleman,  Robert  Clarke,  Bibb,  Barbour,  Heath,  Nel- 
son, Hawes,  Lankford  and  Trigg;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into  their  con- 
sideration all  public  claims  referred  from  the  last  to  this  session  of  Assembly;  and  all  matters  that  shall  be,  from 
time  to  time,  to  them  referred;  and  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and  they 
are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Ordered,   That  a  committee  of  Commerce  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Matthews,  William  Watkins,  Henry,  Madison,  Wray,  Rnffin, 
Kearnes,  Bland,  Nelson,  Corbin,  and  Edward  Carter;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take 
under  their  consideration  all  such  matters  and  things  relative  to  Uie  trade,  manufactures  and  commerce  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  referred  to  them,  and  to  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinion  thereup- 
on; and  also,  occasionally,  such  improvements  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  made  in  the  commerce  and  manufactures 
(if  this  Slate,  to  the  House;  and  they  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Resolved,  That  eleven  of  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  seven  of,  the  committee  of  Privileges 
and  Elections,  and  five  of  any  other  committee,  be  a  sufficient  number  to  make  a  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton,  jun.  be  appointed  clerk  tn  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections 
and  Propositions  and  Grievances;  Mr.  Charles  Hay,  to  the  committees  fnr  Religion  and  Courts  of  Justice;  and  Mr. 
Adam  Craie,  to  the  committees  of  Claims  and  Commerce. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  2,  1784. 

TheHonse  being  informed,  that  Mr.  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  one  of  the  members  tor  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight; 
Mr.  Jo>eph  Jones,  one  of  the  members  lor  the  county  of  Dinwiddle;  and  Mr.  Isaac  Coles,  one  of  the  members  tor  the 
county  of  Halifax  ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  Joseph  Jones  and  Isaac  Coles,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  pay- 
ing fees  ,       1    I      -fl. 

A  petition  of  John  Banister,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  sheriH 


of  tlic  county  of  Dinwiddle,  upon  the  death  of  the  late  sheriff,  and  qualified  under  his  commission,  on  the  18th  ultimo; 
that  his  predecessor  having  neglected  to  make  his  first  part  of  the  public  collection  of  taxes  for  the  said  county,  there 
is  not  time  sufficient  for  the  petitioner  to  accomplish  the  same ;  and  praying  that  further  time  may  be  granted  him  for 
that  purpose. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Slaughter;  setting  forth,  that  he  acted  in  various  ranks  in  the  continental  and  State 
lines,  during  the  late  war,  upwards  of  four  years;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  a  bounty  in  lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Susanna  Farmar,  widow  and  relict  of  Samuel  Farmar,  deceased;  setting  forth,  that  her  hus- 
band was  one  of  the  unfortunate  sufferers  at  the  destruction  of  Norfolk  in  1776,  and  being  of  an  andvanced  age  and 
very  infirm,  retired  to  Bermudas,  where  he  died;  and  by  his  last  will,  devised  to  the  petitioner  all  his  lands  in  the  said 
borough  of  Norfolk,  which,  since  the  peace,  she  has  returned  to  take  possession  of,  but  finds  the  same  escheated  to 
the  Commonwealth  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Thomas  Walker;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  entitled  to  sundry  lands  on 
the  western  waters,  under  Orders  of  Council,  which  were  surveyed  in  the  years  1753  and  1754,  and  have  been  con- 
firmed to  the  petitioners  by  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  but  are  now  settled  upon  and  claimed  by  other  per- 
sons; that  the  register  has  refused  to  receive  the  same  in  the  Land  Office,  without  the  approbation  of  the  Legislature; 
and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Hoomes ;  setting  forth,  that  encouraged  by  the  precedent  established  by  the  Legislature 
in  the  case  of  Nathaniel  Twining,  he  has  at  a  very  great  expense,  established  a  line  of  stages  from  Richmond  to  Hamp- 
ton and  Portsmouth,  and  to  Petersburg;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  the  exclusive  privilege  of  continuing  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Willoughby ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  in  the  year 
1782,  and  from  the  distresses  of  the  people  and  scarcity  of  specie,  fell  short  of  his  collection  of  the  public  taxes  about 
400/.  for  which  judgment  is  obtained  against  him  by  the  solicitor,  with  damages,  interest  and  costs ;  that  he  has  dis- 
ciiarged  liis  utmost  duty  to  complete  the  collection  by  attachment  and  distress  of  the  people's  property,  and  has  actu- 
ally paid  172?.  of  the  said  deficiency  out  of  his  own  pocket;  and  praying  to  be  relieved  against  the  said  damages. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  praying 
that  the  Loan  Office  certificates  granted  them  for  the  value  of  their  houses  and  other  property  destroyed  in  the  said 
borough,  by  order  of  Convention,  may  be  called  in,  and  other  specie  certificates  granted  them  in  lieu  thereof,  bearing 
an  interest  of  five  percent.;  the  said  interest  to  be  made  payable  in  public  taxes. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  David  Scott,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  a  captain  in  the  13th 
Virginia  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Gibson,  and  in  an  engagement  with  the  Indians  at  the  Salt  Lick  towns, 
received  a  wound,  which  has  deprived  him  of  the  use  of  his  right  arm;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Gilmer;  praying  to  be  reimbursed  for  the  maintenance  and  expense  incurred  in  the  cure 
of  sundry  wounds  received  by  his  son,  Samuel  Gilmer,  in  the  defeat  of  Colonel  Buford,  at  the  Hanging  Rock. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Shurlock ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  interpreter  to  General  Clarke's  regiment,  from  the 
year  1778,  until  it  was  disbanded;  and  that  the  auditors  have  refused  to  grant  him  the  usual  military  certificates  for 
his  services;  and  praying  relief  I 

Also,  a  petition  of  Sylvanus  Prince ;  setting  forth,  thajt  he  is  administrator  to  George  Prince,  deceased,  who  had 
u  horse  impressed  into  the  public  service  for  the  use  of  Major  Nelson's  cavalry,  in  the  late  war,  for  which  no  certifi- 
cate or  allowance  has  been  granted  ;  and  praying  relief 

Also,  a  petition  of  Jacob  Valentine  ;  setting  forth,  that  whilst  acting  on  duty  as  an  officer  in  the  late  war,  he  con- 
tracted a  disorder  by  the  severity  of  the  service,  which  deprived  him  of  the  sight  of  one  eye,  and  reduced  him  to  great 
distress  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  regulating  and  dis- 
ciplining the  militia,  and  for  providing  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  and  that  Messrs.  William  Watkins,  Heath, 
Henry,  Madison,  Marshall,  Gaskins,  Stuart  and  Hawes,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  fro  :i  the  Governor,  stating  further  matters  for  the  consideration  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  referring  to  several  letters  and  papers  enclosed  on  the  subject  thereof;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  William  Armistead,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  New  Kent,  attend- 
ed in  custody  o(  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Monday  last; 

Ordered,  Tiiai  the  said  William  Armistead  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  commiuec  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
(commonwealth,  being  read; 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  3,  17S4. 

Tlie  House  being  informed  tliat  Sir.  Willis  Riddick,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Nanseraond;  Mr. 
John  Hays>  o'le  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge;  Mr.  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  member.--  for  the  county 
of  Southampton ;  Mr.  Bennett  Tompkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton ;  attended  in  custody 
of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on 
Monday  last ; 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  said  Willis  Riddick,  John  Hays,  John  Taylor  and  Bennett  Tompkins,  be  admitted  to  their 
seats,  withbiit  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Daniel  Sandford,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk;  attended 
in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Daniel  Sandford  be  admitted  to  his  seat,, without  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  to  establish  a  town  at  the  Sweet  Springs,  in  the  county  of  Bote- 
tourt;" and  that  Messrs.  Stuart,  Heath,  and  Zachariah  Johnston,  do  prepare  and  bving  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  Thai  Messrs.  Norvell,  and  Taylor  of  Southampton,  lie  added  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Claiborne,  to  the  committees  of  Claims,  and  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  petition  of  Ralph  Humphreys,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read;  praying  that  a  public  ferry  may  be  es- 
tablished across  the  south-branch  of  Potomac  river,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  on  the  lands  of  the  petitioner. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Jefl'erson,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  setting 
forth,  that  they  labor  under  many  inconveniences  from  the  great  extent  of  the  said  county  ;  and  praying  that  an  act 
may  pass,  for  dividing  the  same  into  two  distinct  counties. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Augustine  Slaughter;  setting  forth,  that  he  served  as  a  surgeon  to  the  7th  Virginia  regiment, 
trom  its  formation,  until  its  dissolution  in  February  1779,  when  it  was  incorporated  into  another  regiment:  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  became  a  supernumerary;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  a  surgeon's  bounty  in  lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Charles  May,  late  sheriff  of  Buckingham  county;  setting  forth,  that  from  the  destruction  of 
the  warehouses  at  Manchester  (where  the  people  of  the  said  county  principally  deposited  their  tobacco)  he  has  been 
totally  unable  to  complete  the  collection  of  the  public  taxes  for  the  year  1783,  for  which  a  judgment  has  been  obtained 
against  him  in  the  General  Court;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  suspended,  until  the  people  are  enabled  to  pay 
the  said  taxes. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
)f  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  j\lr.  Matthews  report- 
ed, that  the  committee  had,  acoording  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  for  preserving  the  tranquillity  of  our  western  inhabitants, 
•speedy  and  exemplary  punishment  ought  to  be  inflicted  on  every  person  doing  injury  to  the  subjects  of  Spain  or  the 
Indians  in  that  quarter;  and  that  proper  laws  for  that  purpose  ought  to  be  enacted. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  it  is  essential  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  wes 
tern  inhabitants  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  enjoy  the  right  of  navigating  the  river  Mississippi  to  the  sea,  and  that  the 
delegates  representing  this  State  in  Congress,  ought  to  be  instructed  to  move  that  honoralDle  body  to  give  directions 
(iMiless  tiie  same  have  been  already  given  to  the  American  ministers  in  Europe)  to  forward  negotiations  to  obtain  that 
end,  without  loss  of  time. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Congress,  be  fur- 
ther instructed  to  urge  in  Congress  the  necessity  of  forwarding  proper  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  the  se- 
veral nations  of  Indians  in  the  Southern  department. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  Executive  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  letter  from 
Col.  Martin  to  the  Governor,  with  other  papers  on  the  same  subject,  to  the  delegates  in  Congress,  to  be  by  them  laid 
before  Congress,  together  with  the  foregoing  instructions. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly  "establishing  aboard  of  auditors," 
ought  to  be  revised  and  amended,  and  a  method  devised,  directing  the  statement  of  public  accounts. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Matthews,  Madi- 
,^on,  Henry,  Stuart,  Corbin,  Barbour  and  Johnson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  5th  resolution  ;  and  that  Messi-s.  William  Watkins, 
Henry,  Madison,  Roane,  Matthews,  Norvell,  Strother,  Carter  Henry  Harrison  and  Garland  Anderson,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  2d,  3d  and  4th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Resolvid.  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  th'   T'ofimonweallh. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  be  discharged  from  reporting  from  the  Journals  of  the  last 
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session  of  Assembly,  the  several  petitions  and  propositions  then  depending  and  undetermined ;  and  that  all  such  pe- 
titions and  propositions  be  delivered  by  the  clerk  of  course,  to  the  proper  committees. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  November  4,  1784. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Messrs.  Andrew  Donnelly  and  George  Clendinnen,  members  lor  tlil  county  of 
Greenbrier;  Mr.  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Caroline;  and  Mr.  William  Anderson,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  county  of  Louisa;  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Andrew  Donnelly,  George  Clendinnen,  John  Taylor  and  William  Anderson,  be  ad- 
mitted to  their  seats  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  t'lat  Messrs.  Benjamin  Temple  and  William  Dandridge  Claiborne,  members  for  the 
county  of  King  William,  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their 
absence,  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Monday  last ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Temple  and  William  Dandridge  Claiborne,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without 
paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  the  appointment  of  trustees  for  the  town  of  York:"  and 
that  Messrs.  Prentis,  Nelson  and  Heath,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  be  discharged  from  proceeding  on  the  petition  of 
Susanna  Farmar,  to  them  referred ;  and  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  John  Banister,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come 
to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Banister,  as  sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Dinwiddle,  praying  a  further  time  may  be  allowed  him  for  the  collection  of  the  public  taxes  due  for  the  pre- 
sent year,  within  the  said  county,  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Augustine  Slaughter,  to  them  referred,  and 
agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  iu  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  lo  by  the  House,  as  fullowpth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioner  entered  into  the  service  as  surgeon  to  the  7th  Virginia  regiment, 
in  April  1796,  and  continued  therein  until  the  month  of  February  1779,  when  by  an  arrangement  of  the  army,  he 
became  a  supernumerary  surgeon. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioner,  whilst  this  State  was  invaded  by  the  British  army,  was 
repeatedly  in  service  as  surgeon  to  the  militia  ordered  out  on  duty. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Augustine  Slaughter,  praying  that 
a  bounty  in  lands  may  be  granted  him,  is  reasonable;  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  like  quantity  as  is  by  law  given  to 
a  surgeon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  oblige  the  county  court  clerks  to  keep  the  records  of  the 
county  within  the  same ;  and  that  Messrs.  Heath,  Richard  Lee  and  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  two  petitions,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followetli : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  David  Scott,  late  a  captain  in  the  13th 
Virginia  regiment,  praying  relief  in  consideration  of  a  wound  which  he  received  in  his  arm,  in  an  engagement  with 
the  Indians  at  the  Salt  Lick  towns,  in  the  year  1779,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  put  on  the 
list  of  pensioners. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  James  Shurlock,  praying  that  the  auditors 
of  public  accounts  may  be  empowered  to  issue  military  certificates  in  his  favor,  for  the  amount  of  his  pay  as  interpre- 
ter to  General  Clarke's  troops,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  lo  issue  tiie  same  accordingly. 
Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Stuart  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  establishing  a  town  at  the  Sweet  Springs,  in  the  county  of 
Botetourt ;"   and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  tiie  House,  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  colonel  of  Harrison 
county ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  whose  names  are  tiicrcuiiio  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1776,  Kemp's  warehouses  upon  Piankctank  river,  were  acci- 
dentally burnt;  since  which,  they  have  labored  under  many  disadvantages  for  the  want  of  the  same:  and  praying  that 
an  act  may  pass  for  re-establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  at  or  near  the  same  place. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince  George,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ; 
praying  that  an  act  mdy  pass,  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Hood's,  upon  James  river. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Sussex,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince  George,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed  ; 
setting  forth,  that  the  enemy  having  destroyed  the  courthouse  and  other  public  buildings  of  the  said  county  ;  and  it 
being  necessary  to  rebuild  the  same,  they  conceive  the  town  of  Blandford  a  more  convenient  situation  than  the  pre- 
sent one;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  altering  the  place  of  holding  the  court  of  the  said  county;  and  for 
fixing  it  in  the  said  town. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Orange,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  setting 
forth,  that  great  inconvenience  and  injustice  hath  arisen  from  the  construction  of  several  clauses  in  the  land  law,  res- 
pecting the  location  upon  an  adjacent  residuem,  after  a  prior  entry  upon  adjoining  lands,  as  also  from  the  collusions 
and  illegal  practices  between  the  principal  surveyors  and  their  deputies,  whereby  many  persons  are  defeated  of  their 
just  rights,  and  others  put  to  great  expense  and  trouble  in  obtaining  titles  to  their  lands ;  and  praying  that  the  said  law 
may  be  revised  and  amended. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Culpeper,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented 10  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  much  concerned  to  see  the  countenance  of  the  civil  power 
wholly  withdrawn  from  religion,  and  the  people  left  without  the  smallest  coercion  to  contribute  to  its  support ;  that 
they  consider  it  as  the  duty  of  a  wise  Legislature  to  encourage  its  progress,  and  diffuse  its  influence ;  that  being  tho- 
roughly convinced  that  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  this  countrj*  essentially  depends  on  the  progress  of  religion, 
they  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  a  principle,  old  as  society  itself,  that  whatever  is  to  conduce 
equally  to  the  advantage  of  all,  should  be  borne  equally  by  all ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  compel  every 
one  to  contribute  something,  in  proportion  to  his  property,  to  the  support  of  religion. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

A  petition  of  Martin  Murphcy,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pension- 
ers, in  consideration  of  wounds  received  in  the  service  of  his  country. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Daniel  Clarke ;  praying  to  be  paid  the  principal  and  interest  of  a  liquidated  claim  against  the 
public. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  report- 
ed, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  ought  to 
be  empowered  to  suspend,  so  long  as  the  occasion  may  require,  the  surveying,  inhabiting,  or  occupying  all  the  lands 
lately  given  in  bounty  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  State,  which  are  situate  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Ohio 
river,  or  below  the  mouth  of  Tennessee  river,  if  the  preservation  of  public  tranquillity  shall  render  such  suspension 
necessary. 

Ordered.  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Matthews,  Henry, 
Madison,  Carrington  and  Prentis,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  sauie. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  U  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  5,  1784. 


A  bill,  "  for  establishing  a  town  at  the  Sweet  Springs,  in  the  county  of  Botetourt ;"   was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 
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Mr.  Prentis  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  the  appointment  of  trustees  lor  the  town  of  York;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Jones  of  King  George,  and  Mr.  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  be  added  to  the  committee 
for  Courts  of  Jnstice ;  and  Mr.  Carrington,  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend 
the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  providing  against  invasions  and 
insurrections." 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  be  requested  to  adopt  surh  measures  as  may  be  found 
necessary,  to  avert  the  danger  of  hostilities  with  the  Indians,  and  to  incline  them  to  treat  with  tlie  commissioners  of 
Congress,  and  lor  that  purpose  to  draw  on  the  treasury  for  any  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  1,000/.  which  shall  stand 
charged  to  the  account  of  money  issued  for  the  contingent  charges  of  government. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  ihe  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  tiieir  concurrence. 

A  petition  of  John  Lynch,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  fortii,  that  he  is  possessed  of  an  ad- 
vantageous situation  for  a  town  in  the  county  of  Campbell,  upon  James  river,  at  the  place  called  Lynch's  ferry;  that 
he  has  laid  off  the  same  for  a  town,  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  establish  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Alexander  Mackay,  and  Jane,  his  wife ;  setting  forth,  tliat  they  arc  the  representatives  of 
Alexander  M'Kenzie,  who  served  as  a  captain  under  Major  Grant,  and  was  killed  in  the  year  1758;  that  after  many 
delays  they  have  at  length  obtained  a  warrant  for  the  land  to  which  he  was  entitled,  but  not  until  all  the  good  lands  on 
which  the  said  warrant  might  he  located  were  taken  up;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  locate  the  same  in 
the  district  set  apart  for  the  bounties  of  the  officers  and  soldiers. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
ihe  Commonwealth  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  aeain  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  appointment  of  naval 
officers,  and  declaring  their  duty,  ought  to  be  revised  and  amended,  and  reduced  into  one  act. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  imposing  duties  on  imports, 
aid  ascertaining  the  mode  of  collection,  ought  to  be  revised  and  amended;  and  that  a  comptroller,  or  comptrollers  of 
'he  customs,  ought  to  be  appointed  for  their  better  collection. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs.  Matthews,  Taze- 
'.vell,  Jones  of  King  George,  Marshall,  Madison,  Kearnes  and  Wray,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  and  explain  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  levy  certain 
tuxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue,  and  to  apply  the  same  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  to  foreign  creditors;"  and 
that  Messrs.  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Carrington,  Richard  Lee,  Matthews,  Stuart,  Briggs,  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  Tho- 
mas Smiti),  and  Madison,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
liad,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several 
resolutions  thereupon,  uiiicli  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  tiie  petition  of  Charles  May,  late  sheriff  of  Bucking- 
ham county;  setting  forth,  that  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  the  Rocky  Ridge  warehouses,  he  has  been  unable 
to  collect  the  public  taxes  within  the  said  county,  from  the  inability  of  the  people  to  render  pay)nent  of  the  same  by 
reason  ot  the  Ions  ol  their  tobacco  within  the  said  warehouses;  and  praying  a  teaiporary  suspension  of  judgment  ob- 
tained against  him  by  the  solicitor  general,  by  reason  of  his  said  default,  be  rejected. 

Resolvnl,  thai  it  jv  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Ralpli  Humphreys,  praying  that  a  ferry 
may  be  established  from  his  land  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  over  the  south  branch  of  the  river  Potomac,  to  the 
lands  of  on  the  opposite  side,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  ihe  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
praynig  the  re-establishnvnt  of  a  warehouse  at  Kemp's,  upon  Piankelank  river,  which  was  accidentally  burnt  down 
in  the  year  1770,  is  reasonable. 

Resolvrd,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Jefferson,  . 
praying  a  division  of  the  ;aid  rouiitv,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in,  pursuant  to  the  2d,  3d  and  4th  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee 
of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  do  pre|)are  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  report^'il,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  George  Slaughter  to  them  rell-rred,  and  had 
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agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in 
at  tiie  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  is  as  folioweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  George  Slaughter  served  in  the  capacity  of  major  in  the  8th  Vir- 
ginia regiment,  on  continental  estabhshment,  upwards  of  two  years;  that  his  staie  of  health  obliged  him  to  resign 
his  commission  in  the  said  regiment;  that  on  tlie  recovery  of  his  health,  he  served  in  an  Indian  expedition  under 
Colonel  Shelbj';  that  on  his  return,  he  accepted  a  majority  in  one  of  the  State  regiments,  raised  for  the  defence  of  the 
western  frontiers,  in  which  service  he  continued  upwards  of  two  3'ears,  until  the  corps  were  regularly  discharged ; 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  George  Slaughter,  praying  to  be  al- 
lowed a  bounty  in  lands,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  like  quantity  as  is  by  law  given  to  a 
major. 

The  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  Mr.  Jones  of  King  George,  to 
the  committee  for  Religion ;  and  Mr.  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to 
amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  providing  against  inva- 
sions and  insurrections." 

A  petition  of  John  Bell  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  to  be  allowed  a  bounty  in  lands,  in  con- 
sideration of  military  services  rendered  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  November  G,  1784. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  William  Pickett,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Monday  last ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Pickett  be  admitted  to  his  seat  without  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  establishing  a  town  at  the  Sweet  Springs,  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act  for  establishing  a  town  at  the  Sweet  Springs,  in 
the  county  of  Botetourt." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stuart  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "for  the  appointment  of  trustees  for  the  town  of  York,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  the  petition  of  Martin  Murphy,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  al'terwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read, 
and  agned  to  by  the  House,   as  folioweth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Martin  Murphy,  late  a  sergeant 
in  the  Virginia  line,  praying  relief  in  consideration  of  several  wounds  which  he  received  whilst  in  service,  and 
which  have  rendered  him  unable  to  procure  a  livelihood  by  labor,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be 
put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Ordered,  Thai  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Claims  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  petition  of  Daniel  Clarke. 
I    to  them  referred ;  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  John  Hoomes,  to  them  referred,  and  come  to 
a  resolution  thereupon,  wiiich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same- 
was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followpth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Hoomes,  praying  that  an  act 
may  pass,  giving  him  the  exclusive  ri(_^ht  of  conveying  persons  in  stage  coaciies,  from  the  city  of  Richmond  to  Hamp- 
ton, Portsmouth  and  Peiersburu,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered.  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  ihe  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Giievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  reported  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances, 
respecting  George  Slaughter,  wliich  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table;  and  the  same  beii'g  read,  is  as  folioweth: 

It  appears  f'^  your  committee,  that  the  said  George  Slaughter  served  in   the   capacity   of    major  in  the  8th  Vir- 
ginia regiment,  on  continental   establishment,  npwirds  of   two  year- ;  that  his  ill  state  of  health  obliged  him  to  re- 
sign his  commission  in  the  said  regiment;  that  on  the  recovery  of  his  health,  he  served  in  an  Indian  expedition  under 
E  5 
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Colonel  Shelbj';  and  on  his  return  he  accepted  a  majority  in  one  of  the  State  regiments  raise.d  for  the  defence  of  the 
westeri!  frontiers,  in  wliich  service  he  continued  upwards  of  two  years,  and  until  the   corps  was  rtz'gularly  iiischarged. 

Resolved,  (hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Georjje  Slaughter,  praying  to  be 
allowed  a  bounty  in  lands,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  like  quantity  as  is  by  law  given  to  a 
major. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  aesire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  Bell,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Madison  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
examined  what  laws  have  lately  expired,  and  inspected  such  temporary  laws  as  will  expire  at  the  end  of  tliis  sess'on 
of  Asseniblv,  or  are  near  expiring ;  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followelh : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1 762,  entitled  "  an 
act,  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine;"  which  was  continued  and  amended  by  several 
subsequent  acts,  and  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  further  continued  and 
amended. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1781,  entitled  "an 
act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State ;"  which  was  continued  and  amended  by  several  subse- 
quent acts,  and  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  further  continued. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1781,  entitled  "an 
act,  to  ascertain  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  within  this  Commonwealth;" 
which  was  continued  by  several  subsequent  acts,  and  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  ought 
not  to  be  further  continued. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1782,  entitled  "  an 
act,  concerning  pensioners;"  which  was  continued  by  several  subsequent  acts,  and  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the  pre- 
sent session  of  Assembly,  ought  to  be  further  continued  and  amended. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Assem- 
bly, entitled  "  an  act,  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  laud,  the  improvements  thereon,  and  the  number  of  people  within 
this  Commonwealth ;"  ought  to  be  amended. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
seited  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the  great  extent  of  the  county  subjects  them  to  many  inconve- 
ni.  nces,  which  would  be  removed  by  a  division  of  the  same ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  efiect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  David  Jones,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1777,  he  was 
appointed  an  attendant  of  the  hospital  at  York  town,  and  continued  in  that  service  until  the  year  1780;  tliat  although 
he  has  proper  certificates  ascertaining  the  time  he  was  in  service,  and  the  allowance  he  was  entitled  to,  yet  the  audi- 
tors have  refused  to  make  him  any  allowance  for  the  same ;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  directed  to  settle  hi«  ac- 
counts, and  grant  him  a  warrant  for  the  balance. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  Cabell  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday 
se'Dnigbt. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  this  Hous.'  will  not  hereafter  receive  any  petition  for  a  military  bounty  in  lands  from,  nor  gran 
such  bounty  to,  any  person  whatsoever,  who  has  not  served  three  years,  as  directed  by  the  act  in  that  case. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  be  rejected. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  ti| 
Comiiion.ve.dth,  being  read; 

Oidered,  That  llie  same  be  put  ofl"  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  11  o'clock- 
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An  engrossed  bill,  "for  appointing  trustees  for  the  town  of  York;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks 
therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  appointing  trustees  for  the  town  of  York." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pope  do  carry  thg  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to  oblige  the  county  court  clerks  to. 
keep  the  records  of  the  county  within  the  same;"  be  discharged  therefrom. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  regulating  the  appointment  of  clerks  to  the  county  and 
other  inferior  courts,  and  for  the  better  security  of  county  records;"  and  that  Messrs.  Heath,  Strother,  Thomas  Smith, 
Wilson  Gary  Nicholas,  and  Prentis,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  William  Finnic,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  depu- 
ty quarter-master  general  by  Congress  in  the  southern  department;  and  also,  quarter-master  general  of  tliis  State 
by  the  Executive,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  colonel  in  the  line ;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  the  same  bounty  iu  land, 
pay  and  other  emoluments,  as  are  allowed  by  law  to  a  full  colonel. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Rumsey;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  invented  a  boat  upon  a  new  construction,  which, 
with  the  help  of  certain  mechanical  powers,  can  be  propelled  against  the  stream  of  a  rapid  river;  and  praying  to  be 
allowed  an  exclusive  privilege  of  constructing  and  navigating  such  boats  for  a  term  of  years,  or  that  a  premium 
may  be  granted  him  for  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Henry  Martin,  jun. ;  setting  forth,  that  great  inconveniences  arise  to  travellers  and  others, 
from  the  want  of  a  ferry  over  the  north  fork  of  James  river ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  establish  such  a 
ferry  on  the  lands  of  the  petitioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matters  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Heath  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  regulating  the  appointment  of  clerks  to  the  county  and 
other  inferior  courts,  and  for  the  better  security  of  county  records ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  amend 
and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  the  appointment  of  naval  officers,  and  ascertaining  their 
fees." 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  9,   1784. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Charles  Porter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Orange;  attended  in 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  said  Charles  Porter  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

A  bill,  "for  regulating  the  appointment  of  clerks  to  the  county  and  other  inferior  courts,  and  for  the  better  secu- 
rity of  the  public  records ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  Tuesday  next. 

Tlie  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  a  general  return  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, and  letters  of  intelligence  from  Col    Martin,  the  Indian  agent ;  whicii  were  read. 

Of-dered,  That  the  return  of  arms  and  ammunition,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  Col.  Martin,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

A  memorial  of  Osgood  Gee,  of  the  city  of  London,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that 
previous  to  the  late  war,  he  was  proprietor  of  part  of  certain  lands  and  iron  works  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  known 
l3y  the  name  of  Acco  creek,  on  the  Potomac,  which  have  been  confiscated,  as  being  the  property  of  a  British  subject; 
that  the  memorialist  always  discovered  himself  a  friend  to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  America,  and  ever  set  himself  in 
opposition  to  the  measures  of  administration;  and  praying  that  the  said  property  may  be  restored  to  him,  or  that  he 
receive  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  thereof. 

Also,  a  petition  and  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Amherst,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subscribed;  setting  forti),  that  they  feel  themselves  deeply  affected  by  certain  resolutions  of  the  last  Assembly,  respect- 
ing an  infractio.i  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  which  they  conceive  have  an  obvious  tendency  to  introduce  anarchy  and  con- 
fusion in  our  public  Councils,  and  to  subvert  the  basis  of  the  confederation,  arrogating  to  this  State  that  power  of 
peace  and  war,  which  of  right  belongs  to  Congress;  and  praying  that  the  said  resolutions  may  be  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

A  petition  of  Philip  Barbour,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1780,  he 
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lurnished  the  regiment  commanded  by  General  Clarke,  with  a  quantity  of  goods,  for  which  the  commissioners  for  set- 
tling the  western  accounts,  have  ascertained  the  balance  due  to  him ;  and  praying  that  he  may  receive  immediate  pay- 
ment of  the  interest,  and  that  provision  may  be  made  for  payment  of  the  principal,  at  a  future  period. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hanover  and  Henrico,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  a  dividing  line  may  be  run  between  the  said  counties,  along 
the  main  branch  of  Chickahominy  swamp,  which  has  hitherto  been  considered  as  the  boundary  between  the  said 
counties. 

Also,  a  pethion  of  Benjamin  Jones,  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Greensville ;  setting  forth,  that  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  winter  he  was  unable  to  complete  the  collection  of  the  taxes  for  the  year  1783;  in  consequence  of 
whicli,  a  judgment  was  obtained  against  the  high  sheriff  of  the  said  count}',  with  interest;  and  praying  that  the  said 
damages  may  be  remitted. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Barrett,  sheriff  of  James  City  county;  setting  forth,  that  notwithstanding  every  exer- 
tion to  complete  the  collection  of  the  taxes  for  the  year  1783,  he  was  unable  to  do  it,  and  a  judgment  has  been  obtain- 
ed for  the  balance,  with  interest  and  damages;  and  praying  that  the  damages  may  be  remitted. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House 
for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  20,  1784. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  King,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Elizabeth  City;  and  Mr. 
Thomas  West,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fairfax,  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  King  and  Thomas  West,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  William  Russell,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Washington,  attend- 
ed in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arras ;  an-d  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence,  when  the  House  was 
called  over  on  the  1st  instant ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Russell  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolu- 
tions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Cul- 
peper  and  Orange,  praying  that  actual  surveys  meant  to  be  grounded  on  previous  entries  may,  notwithstanding  any 
variance  between  the  same,  be  established  against  any  entries  made  subsequent  to  such  surveys;  and  that  a  reasona- 
ble time  may  be  fixed  for  surveying,  locating  and  sueing  out  patents,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  tluit  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  James  Rumsey,  praj'ing  that  he,  his  heirs, 
executors  or  assigns,  may  have  and  enjoy  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  privilege  of  constructing,  navigating  and 
employing  boats  upon  his  new  invented  model,  for  and  during  the  term  of  ten  years,  is  reasonable;  under  a  proviso, 
that  the  exclusive  privilege  may  at  any  time  be  abolished  by  the  legislature,  on  paying  to  him  or  them,  the  sura  of 
10,000/.  current  money,  in  gold  or  silver. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Finnic,  late  deputy  quarter- 
master general,  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  same  bounty  in  lands  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  colonel  serving 
three  years  in  the  continental  army,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Henry  Martin,  jun.  praying  that  a  ferry 
may  be  established  from  his  lands  in  the  county  of  Fluvanna,  across  the  north  fork  of  James  river  to  the  opposite 
shore,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st,  2d  and  4th  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee 
of  Propositions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senrne,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  commit:cL'  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
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in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  (his  committee,  That  the  petition  of  David  Jones,  praying  that  his  accounts  as  an 
orderly  man  lo  the  hospital  at  York  town,  may  be  liquidated  by  the  auditors,  and  a  certificate  granted  liim  for  the 
balance  due  thereon,  to  be  paid  in  like  manner  as  military  certificates  are,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  auditors  ought 
to  settle  the  petitioner's  accounts  and  grant  him  certificates  accordingl3-. 

Hesohed,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  James  Gilmer,  praying  that  the  expenses 
which  he  incurred  in  the  cure  of  sundry  wounds  received  by  his  son  Samuel  Gilmer,  a  soldic.r  in  the  defeat  of  Col. 
Buford  at  the  Hanging  Rock,  and  also,  for  clothes  furnished  his  said  son,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  pqiitioner 
ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  the  sum  of  15L  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  ihe  petition  of  Sylvanus  Prince,  administrator  of  George 
Prince,  deceased,  praying  that  a  claim  due  to  the  said  decedent's  estate  from  the  public  for  a  horse  impressed  for  the 
use  of  Major  John  Nelson's  cavalry,  may  be  settled  by  the  auditors,  and  a  certificate  granted  him,  agreeable  to  the 
valuation  of  tlie  said  horse,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  J&cob  Valentine,  late  a  captain  in  the  Vir- 
ginia line,  praying  relief  in  consideration  of  the  loss  of  one  of  his  eyes,  which  was  occasioned  by  a  disorder  which  he 
contracted  by  the  severity  of  the  service  to  the  northward,  during  the  late  war,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  2d  and  3d  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concur- 
rence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  amend  and  reduce 
the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  and  that  Messrs.  Wilson  Gary  Nicho- 
las, Edward  Carter,  Richard  Lee,  Sherwin,  Markham,  Strother,  Southall  and  Armistead,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  reso- 
lutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Barrett,  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  James  City;  praying  that  the  ten  per  cent,  damages  on  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  in  the  General  Court  in 
June  last,  for  the  balance  of  taxes  due  Yor  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  may  be  remitted, 
is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  if  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Lynch,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass 
for  establishing  a  town  at  his  ferry  in  the  county  of  Campbell,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  do  carry  the  1st  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concur- 
rence. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  latter  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pendleton  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  !\Ionday  se'nnight. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Courts,  and  the  Attorney  General,  while  attending  the  debates  of  this 
House,  be  admitted  to  seats  within  the  bat-. 

A  petition  of  Nathan  Rowland,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  relief  in  consideration  of  a  wound 
which  he  received  at  the  battle  at  Guilford  courthouse,  and  which  has  rendered  him  unable  to  support  himself  by 
labor. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Vaughan;  setting  forth,  that  being  a  lieutenant  in  one  of  the  State  regiments,  he  was 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  sent  by  order  of  Major  General  Gates  with  a  detachment  of  fif- 
teen men,  and  twenty-seven  prisoners  of  war,  from  Hillsborough,  in  North  Carolina,  to  Richmond,  in  Virginia;  that 
not  being  supplied  with  public  money,  he  was  compelled  to  advance  considerable  sums  for  the  support  of  the  said 
detachment,  during  their  said  march;  and  also,  during  their  march  to  Winciiester,  where  he  was  ordered  by  Gover- 
nor Jefferson,  which  was  never  reimbursed  to  him;  and  praying  that  his  account  of  expenditures  may  be  liquidated, 
and  that  he  may  receive  the  balance  due  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Manchester,  whose  names  are  thereunto  stibscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  re;id;  setting  forth,  that  they  conceive  another  inspection  of  tobacco  in  the  said  town,  would 
be  of  great  advantage  to  the  community  at  large,  and  very  considerable  relief  to  those  who  deposit  their  tobacco  there, 
who  are  often  compelled  to  wait  a  considerable  time  from  the  inability  of  the  present  inspectors  to  discharge  the^n; 
and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  establishing  a  set  of  warehouses  on  the  lands  of  Jacob  Rubsanien,  in  the  said  town. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed; 
praving  that  the  day  for  holding  the  courts  of  the  said  county  may  be  altered,  which  at  present  is  very  inconvenient, 
interfering  with  the  court  day  of  Prince  George  county,  and  subjecting  them  to  many  other  inconveniences. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Nansemond,  and  Isle  of  Wight;  setting  forth,  that  they 
F  5 
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have  loiT-'  labored  under  many  inconveniences  from  the  great  extent  of  their  counties;  and  praying  that  a  part  of 
each  of  the  said  counties  may  be  united,  and  formed  into  a  distinct  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
made  a  further  progress  therein;  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  November  11,   1784. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Moses  Hunter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  Mr.  Johi; 
Breckenridge,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Montgomery;  and  Mr.  James  Montgomery,  one  of  the  members 
for  the  county  of  Washington;  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Moses  Hunter,  John  Breckenridge  and  James  Montgomery,  be  admitted  to  their  seats, 
on  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "  giving  James  Rurasey  the  exclusive  right  of  constructing  and  navigating  certain  boats,  for  a  limited  time ;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "giving  John  Hoomes  the  exclusive  privilege  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage  coach  to  and  from  certain  places, 
lor  a  limited  time;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  he  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a 
bill  "  for  dividing  the  county  of  Jefferson  into  two  distinct  counties ;  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "for  reviving  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kemp's  warehouse,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Walker  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Monday  se'nnight;  and 
Mr.  Booker,  until  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Madison  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had  farther  examined  what 
laws  have  lately  expired,  and  inspected  such  temporary  laws  as  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  session,  or  are  near  ex- 
piring, and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  at  the  last  session,  entitled 
"an  act,  to  revive  and  amend  in  part,  an  act.  entitled  'an  act  for  giving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement 
rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes,"  which  will  expire  on  the  first  day 
of  December  next,  ought  to  be  further  continued  and  amended. 

The  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whfile  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  petition  of  Obadiah  Clarke,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1781,  he  was 
engaged  to  do  a  considerable  quantity  of  brick  work  for  the  public,  for  which  he  received  a  warrant;  but  as  it  was 
not  drawn  on  any  particular  fund,  he  has  never  received  any  part  of  it;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  now  dis- 
charged, with  interest. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  tiie  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  a  committee  of  sundry  Baptist  Associations,  assembled  at  Dover  meeting-house,  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  have  still  reason  to  complain  of  several  acts  now  in  force,  which  they 
conceive  are  oppressive  and  repugnant  to  the  etjual  rights  of  religious  liberty,  particularly  the  marriage  and  vestry  law ; 
and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  amended. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  said  jjetilion  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House.  <; 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Southampton  and  the  adjacent  counties,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  ,■! 
was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  South  Quay,  the  warehouses  of  which 
were  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  tlie  year  1781^  may  be  revived. 
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Also,  a  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Royston's,  and  Fredericksburg  iri=pectious;  praying  tJiat  ttieii 
salaries  may  be  augmented,  and  that  they  may  be  allowed  a  commission  for  the  collection  of  the  tax  on  tobacco. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  wher.: 
the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  people  of  this  Comraonwealtii,  according  to  their  re- 
spectful abilities,  ought  to  pay  a  moderate  tax  or  contribution,  annually,  for  the  support  of  the  christian  religion,  or  of 
some  christian  church,  denomination  or  communion  of  christians,  or  of  some  form  of  christian  worship. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tliat  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  ought  to  be  authorised 
to  ascertain  the  balance  now  due  upon  the  claims  of  Daniel  Clarke,  and  to  issue  specie  warrants  for  one  moiety  of  the 
said  debt,  receivable  in  any  taxes  for  the  next  year,  and  like  warrants  for  the  other  moiety  of  the  said  debt,  receivable 
in  any  taxes  for  the  year  1786. 

The  1st  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ayes,     47.  Noes,     32. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Strother,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Samuel  Sherwin,  Nicholas  Cabell,  William  Meredith,  Tho- 
mas Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  Bernard  Markham,  Matthew  Cheatham,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Edward  Carrington, 
Joseph  Jones  of  Dinwiddle,  Miles  King,  George  Wray,  Thomas  Smith,  Andrew  Donnelly,  Batte  Peterson,  Isaac 
Coles*,  John  Coleman,  Garland  Anderson,  Patrick  Henry,  William  Norvell,  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  Philip  Barbour, 
Joseph  Jones  of  King  George,  William  Thornton,  John  Heath,  William  White,  George  Slaughter,  Francis  Corbin, 
William  Curtis,  Willis  Riddick,  William  Armistead,  John  Kearnes,  Daniel  Sandford,  Littleton  Eyre,  Thomas  Gas- 
kins,  John  Thornton,  Benjamin  Laukford,  William  Mayo,  Edward  Bland,  Thomas  Walke,  John  Fauntleroy,  Bailey 
Washington,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  John  Allen,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  Richard  Lee,  Joseph  Prentis  and 
Henry  Tazewell. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Edward  Carter,  Zachariah  Johnston, 
Robert  Clarke,  Moses  Hunter,  Archibald  Stuart,  John  Nicholas,  John  Ward,  Samuel  Hawes,  Jacob  Morton,  French 
Strother,  Spencer  Roane,  William  Gatewood,  William  Pickett,  Samuel  Richardson,  Thomas  Underwood,  George 
Clendinnen,  Ralph  Humphreys,  Nathaniel  Wilkerson,  Benjamin  Pope,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Anthony  Street,  John 
Breckenridge,  James  Madison,  jun.  Charles  Porter,  John  Hays,  Gawin  Hamilton,  John  Hopkins,  William  Russell, 
James  Montgomery,  Nathaniel  Nelson  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

The  latter  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Patrick  Henry, 
Corbin,  Jones  of  King  George,  Coles,  Norvell,  Wray,  Jones  of  Dinwiddle,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Tazewell  and 
Prentis,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
o(  the  Commonwealth. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "for  re- 
gulating the  appointment  of  clerks  to  the  county  and  other  inferior  courts,  and  the  better  security  of  county  records," 
being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Peterson  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Tuesday  se'nnight. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  12,   1784. 


A  bill,  "for  reviving  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kemp's  warehouse,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  for  divi.iing  the  county  of  Jefferson  into  two  distinct  counties ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  for  giving  James  Rumsey  the  exclusive  right  of  constructing  and  navigating  certain  boats  for  a  limited 
time;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  morrow. 

A  bill,  "  lot-  givmg  John  Hoomes  llie  exclusive  privilege  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage  coich  to  and  fro'n  cer- 
tain places,  for  a  liini^'d  time;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  comuiitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to-morrow 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 
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Whereas,  the  last  session  of  Assembly  found  it  expedient  and  necessary  to  suspend  the  coriection  of  taxes ;  and 
for  preventing  delays  thereby  of  payments  to  the  United  States,  appropriated  the  one  and  an  half  per  cent,  imposed  at  «j 
the  same  session  on  goods  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  after  paying  the  delegates  representing  this  State  iu  Con-  '™ 
n-ress,  to  the  purpose  of  making  such  payments  to  the  United  States ;  and  as  the  suspension  aforesaid  will  expire  in  Janu- 
ary next,  which  will  remove  the  occasion  for  the  said  appropriation  ; 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  monies  arising  on  the  said  impost  of  one  and  an  half  per  cent,  from  and  alter  the 
first  day  of  January  next,  so  far  as  the  same  were  appropriated  to  the  States'  quota  to  the  United  States,  ought  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of  foreign,  and  such  other  creditors  as  the  General  Assembly  shall,  from  time  to  lime, 
direct. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Carrington,  John 
Marshall  and  Madison,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  regulating  the  appointment  of  clerks  to  tiie  county  and  other  inferior  courts,  and  the  better  securing  of  county 
records  ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  ci)air,  and  Mr.  Breckenridge  reported,  that 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same, 
and  m.ide  several  amendments  thereto;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  Thai  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the  money  voted  by  the  Assembly,  at  their  last  session,  to  Ed- 
nuind  Pendleton,  George  Wytlie  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquires,  for  the  revision  of  the  laws,  out  of  the  money  which 
mav  be  in  his  hands,  appropriated  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of  government,  upon  the  order  of  the  Executive 
for  that  purpose;  and  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  b^  the  House. 
Ordered,  Tint  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Prop'ositions  and  Grievances,  be  discharged  from  proceeding  on  the  petition  of 
sundry  inspectors  of  tobacco;  and  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a 
bill  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  'for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act." 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  imposing  certain  duties  on  certain  enumerated  articles  to  be 
in  future  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue;"  and  that  Messrs.  Hancock,  Breckenridge, 
West,  Wray  and  Tazewell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Claims  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Bent- 
leyr  to  them  referred ;  and  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill 
"  for  appropriating  an  additional  impost  duty." 

Mr.  Matthews  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  punishing  certain  offences  injurious  to  the  tranquillity  of 
this  Commonwealth  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
liis  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Nathan  Rowland,  praying  relief  in  consi- 
deration of  a  wound  which  lie  received  at  the  battle  of  Guilford  courthouse,  whilst  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  militia 
ordered  from  this  State,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  ike  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Jnel  Foster,  praying  that  a  claim  due  to 
liim  from  the  public,  for  a  horse,  saddle  and  bridle,  which  was  impressed  from  him  for  the  use  of  the  army,  in  the  year 
1781,  and  which  were  valued  by  two  field  officers  to  the  sum  of  34/.  may  be  settled  by  the  auditors,  and  a  certificate 
granted  him  agreeably  to  the  said  valuation,  is  reasonable  ;  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 
Ordered,  That  Mr  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  C:irter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  h  id, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Jones,  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Greensville,  to  them  referred,  and  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  at'terwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Jones  distrained  the  goods  and  chattels  belonging  to  many  people  in 
the  said  county,  in  order  thereby  to  raise  the  taxes  due  for  the  year  1783,  but  could  not  sell  them;  that  he  was  very 
assiduous  in  endeavoring  to  make  the  collection,  and  that  his  default  did  not  proceed  from  any  speculation,  or  sinister 
motives. 

It  fiirllur  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Jones  hath  paid  into  the  treasury  the  balance  of  the  judgment 
obtained  against  William  Mn^oii,  sheriff  of  the  said  county,  except  the  interest-and  damages. 

Ri  solved,  that  il  is  the  opinion  of  (his  committee,  Thai  the  petition  of  the  said  Benjamin  Jones,  deputy  sheriff  of 
the  c  uiitx  ol  Gieensvillc,  prayiiifr  ihiit  he  inierest  and  damages  on  the  judgment  obtained  in  the  General  Court,  in 
June  l.ist.  a    aiii>;  'he  saiil  Wil  i:ni!  Ma^.  n,  may  be  reinilted,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  '1  hat  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
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iVIr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  reso- 
lutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Manches- 
ter, praynig  that  an  act  may  pass,  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  on  the  land  of  Jacob  Rubsaraen,  in  the 
said  town,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Ches- 
terfield, praying  that  the  court  day  of  the  said  county  may  be  altered,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  Titat  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  John  Moflet,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  sheriff  of  tiie  county 
of  Fauquier,  in  the  year  1782,  and  by  the  default  of  his  deputies  became  deficient  in  the  collection  of  the  public  taxes, 
for  which  deficiency  judgment  has  been  obtained  against  him  by  the  solicitor,  with  interest  and  damages,  and  execu- 
tion issued  thereupon,  which  has  involved  him  in  great  distress ;  that  he  is  now  employed  in  repairing  the  default  of 
his  deputies ;  has  made  considerable  payments,  sold  the  land  on  which  he  lives,  and  taken  the  estate  of  his  deputies  to 
answer  the  same  purpose ;  and  praying  that  further  time  may  be  granted  him  to  pay  in  the  balance  of  his  collection, 
and  that  he  may  be  exonerated  from  the  interest  and  damages  on  the  said  judgment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  progress  made  in  the  statement  of  public  accounts, 
as  directed  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly;  and  that  Messrs.  Madison,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Hunter, 
Curtis,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Corbin,  Hawes  and  Barbour,  be  of  the  said  committee. 

A  memorial  of  the  United  Clergy  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting 
forth,  that  they  feel  much  uneasiness  at  the  continuance  of  their  grievances,  which  they  complained  of  in  a  memorial 
presented  to  (he  last  session  of  Assembly,  increased  by  the  prospect  of  an  addition  to  them,  by  certain  exceptionable 
measures  said  to  be  proposed  to  the  Legislature ;  that  they  disapprove  of  all  acts  for  incorporating  the  clergy  of  any 
society  independent  of  theirs,  or  any  interference  of  the  Legislature  in  the  spiritual  concerns  of  religion  ;  and  that  a 
general  assessment  for  its  support  ought,  they  think,  to  be  extended  to  those  who  profess  the  public  worship  of  the 
Deity,  and  are  comprised  within  the  Declaration  of  Rights ;  and  praying  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  their 
representations. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
neahh. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Wednesday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  one  year,  from  the  30th  day  of  the  present  month;  and 
also  of  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  William  Short,  Esq.  wlio  hath  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint-  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  Hoyse  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  Jime  13,  1784. 


June 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Alexander  White,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Frederick;  and 
Mr.  Bennett  Tompkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton ;  Httended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at 
arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Alexander  White  and  Bennett  Tompkins,  be  admitted  to  their  seats  on  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  those  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted,  and  the  names 
of  those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in  the 
.service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House  take  into  his  custody, 

[^Here  the  cleric  has  omitted  registering  the  names  of  the  absent  members.^ 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Jefierson,  into  two  distinct  counties;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  dividing  the  county  of  Jefferson,  into  two 
distinct  counties." 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  reviving  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kemp's  warehouse,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex;" 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  reviving  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kemp's 
warehouse,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "punishing  certain  offences  injurious  to  the  tranquillity  of  this  Commonwealth ;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  Religion  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  memorial  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Baptist  associations ;  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Matthews  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  authorising  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  to  sus- 
pend, when  necessary,  the  surveying  of  certain  lands  in  the  western  country;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  lime,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norvell  have-leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday  se'nnight. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  discouraging 
extensive  credit,  and  repealing  the  act,  prescribing  the  method  of  proving  book  debts ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Roane, 
Thomas  Smith,  Tazewell,  Corbin,  and  John  Marshall,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Wills,  William  Thornton,  and  Breckenridge,  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of 
Justice. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
*'  giving  James  Rumsey  the  exclusive  right  of  constructing  and  navigating  certain  boats,  for  a  limited  time  ;"  and  after 
\^  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 

ing to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  petition  of  Richard  Haj',  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  during  the  siege  of  York 
town,  he  entered  into  a  company  of  volunteer  light-horse  men,  and  being  taken  prisoner  by  the  British,  lost  his  horse, 
saddle,  and  other  accoutrements  ;  and  praying  to  be  paid  the  value  of  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Archer  Allen;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  17S1,  he  performed  sundry  services  for  the  army 
by  order  of  the  county  lieutenant  of  Cumberland,  for  which  he  has  not  received  any  compensation ;  and  praying  that 
some  allowance  may  be  made  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Henry  Martin;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  employed  for  a  considerable  time  in  the  year  1781,  in 
driving  cattle  to  the  army,  for  which  he  has  received  no  compensation;  and  praying  that  some  allowances  may  be 
made  him  for  his  services. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Jacob  Alford;  setting  forth,  that  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  continental  army,  and  at  the 
battle  of  Brandy  wine  received  a  wound  in  his  foot,  which  has  rendered  him  incapable  of  labor;  that  he  has  been  al- 
lowed a  pension  which'is  by  no  means  adequate  to  his  support;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  enlarged. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Hite,  late  lieutenant  in  the  1st  regiment  of  dragoons ;  setting  forth,  that  in  a  skirmish 
with  a  party  of  British  light-horse  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  he  received  a  wound  in  his  right  arm,  which  has 
deprived  him  of  the  use  of  it;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  fjit)<»ll>^ft9«ernor,  enclosing  one  from  the  Marquis  Fayette,  and  one 
other  from  tiie  honorable  James  Monroe :  ^^ 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  Marquis  Fayette^ith  its  enclosures,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Com- 
merce. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  honorable  James  Monroe,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  whose  names  are  tlireunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  Mr.  John  Alexander,  late  o!'the  county  of  Stafford,  deceased,  being  seized 
of  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  tlie  year  1774,  laid  out  a  part  thereof  into  lots,  and  granted 
them  in  fee  to  the  purchaser;  that  his  executors  also,  after  his  death,  in  pui>uance  of  his  will,  laid  out  an  additional 
/  number  of  lots,  and  granted  tliem  in  fee  ;  that  since  the  disposal  of  the  said  lots,  the  eldest  son  of  the  said  John  Al- 

exander hath  departed  this  life,  leaving  an  infant  son,  whose  guardians  na -ing  discovered  tiiat  the  said  land  was  en- 
tailed, alleged  that  the  said  John  had  no  right  to  dispose  of  it;  and  are  about  lo  dispossess  "the  petitioners,  which  has 
be'ii  very  disadvantageous  to  liie  town,  by  preventing  the  improvement  tl.ertof ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass 
for  confirming  ttie  titles  of  the  said  lots,  to' the  purchaser  thereof. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
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Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 

A  petition  of  William  Orange,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  a  native  of  Great 
Britain,  and  having  resided  many  years  in  Virginia,  acquired  a  very  considerable  property  in  lots  and  houses  in  the 
borough  of  Norfolk  ;  that  being  aged,  and  desirous  of  spending  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  his  native  country,  in  the 
year  1771,  he  removed  himself  and  family  to  England;  that  during  the  war,  his  whole  estate  has  been  confiscated  as 
being  the  property  of  a  British  subject,  and  sold  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  praying  that  the  same  may 
be  restored  to  him,  which,  he  conceived  his  inoffensive  conduct  during  the  war,  will  undoubtedly  entitle  him  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  die  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  tlie  bill  "giving  John  Hoomes  the  exclusive  privilege  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage  coach 
to  and  from  certain  places,  for  a  limited  time,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

A.nd  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  11  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  November  15,   1784. 


1/ 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland;  Mr. 
Bailey  Washington,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Stafford ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  Towles,  one  of  the  members  for 
the  county  of  Spottsylvania,  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arras,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse 
his  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Saturday  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Richard  Lee,  Bailey  Washington  and  Thomas  Towles,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  with- 
out paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Caroline ;  Mr.  William 
Anderson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Louisa;  and  Mr.  William  Watkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Dinwiddie,  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Taylor,  William  Anderson  and  William  Watkins,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on 
paying  fees.  _  ...  y9 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  giving  James  Rumsey  the  exclusive  right  of  constructing  and  navigating  certain  boats,  for  j^/^ 

a  limited  lime  ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  giving  James  Rumsey  the  exclusive  right  of  con- 
structing and  navigating  certain  boats,  for  a  limited  time." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  authorising  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  to  suspend,  when  necessary,  the  surveying  of 
certain  lands  in  the  western  country  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time.  ' 

Mr.  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Nansemond 
and  Southampton,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Nan- 
semond and  Southampton,  praying  that  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  South  Quay,  may  be  revived  and  established,  is 
reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a 
bill  "  concerning  entries  and  surveys;"  and  liie  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  progress  made  by  the  solicitor 
with  the  continental  commissioner,  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  this  Co^naionwealth  against  the  United  States; 
also,  of  the  progress  the  said  solicitor  has  made  in  collecting  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  several  com  nercial  agents 
of  this  Stale,  and  statement  of  the  balance  due  thereon;  and  make  report,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
this  House. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Carrington,  Jones  of  King  George,  Madison,  Southall  and  Wash- 
ington. 

Oil  a  motion  made, 

Re<!olveJ.  That  t'lis  House  will,  on  Wednesday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  an 
attorney  general,  for  the  district  of  Kentucky,  in  tiie  room  of  Walker  Daniel,  Esq.  deceased. 
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Ordered,  Thnt  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith, 

Ci-'ified,  1  hiii   Mr.  Bibb  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  tlie  service  of  this  House,  until  Saturday  se'nniirht. 

A  petition  of  James  and  Micajah  Callaway,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  lo.ih,  that  vtry  early 
in  the  war,  they  enlisted  as  soldiers  in  the  corps  designated  for  the  defence  of  the  western  country,  and  benig  ?oon 
after  made  prisoners  by  the  Indians,  they  were  long  detained  in  captivity :  during  which,  they  underwent  many  seve- 
rities; and  praying  compensation  for  their  services. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  san)e,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  King  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  and 
reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  the  appointment  of  navy  officers,  and  regulating  their  fees." 

The  House  being  informed  of  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Washington,  in  this  city  ; 

Resolved,  ncmiiie  contra  dicente.  That  as  a  mark  of  their  reverence  for  his  character,  and  affection  of  his  person, 
a  committee  of  five  membi  rs  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  him,  with  the  respectful  regards  of  this  House,  to  express  to 
him  the  satisfaction  they  feel  in  the  opportunity  afii)rded,  by  his  presence,  of  offering  this  tribute  to  his  merits;  and  to 
assure  him,  that,  as  they  not  only  retain  the  most  lasting  impressions  of  the  transcendent  services  rendered  in  his 
late  public  character,  but  have,  since  his  return  to  private  life,  experienced  proofs,  that  no  change  of  situation  can  turn 
his  thoughts  from  the  welfare  of  his  country,  so  his  happiness  can  never  cease  to  be  an  object  of  their  most  devout 
wishes  and  fervent  supplications. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Henry,  Jones  of  King  George,  Madison,  Carter  Henry  Harrison, 
and  Carringtoii. 

A  petition  of  James  Gordon,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  in  consequence  of  many 
unavoidiible  delays  proceeding  from  the  illness  of  himself  and  his  deputies,  he  was  prevented  from  completing  the  col- 
lection of  the  public  taxes  for  the  year  1783,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  of  which  he  was  sheriff;  and  that  a  judg- 
ment has  been  obtained  against  him  in  the  General  Court,  for  the  balance,  with  interest  and  damages;  and  praying 
that  the  same  may  be  remitted. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Berkeley,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  in  op- 
position to  a  petition  of  sundry  others,  of  the  said  inhabitants;  praying  for  a  division  of  the  said  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Wednesday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  removal  of 
fwo  of  the  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  pursuant  to  the  Constitution  or  form  of  government. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bill  "giving  John  Hoomes  the  exclusive  privilege  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage 
coach  to  and  from  certain  places,  for  a  limited  time  ;"  and  "for  punishing  certain  offences  injnnouf  to  the  tranquillity 
of  this  Commonwealth,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft'  till  to-morrow. 

\nd  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  16,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "authorising  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  to  suspend,  when  necessary,  the 
surveying  of  certain  lands  in  the  western  country;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  authorising  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the 
Council,  to  suspend,  when  necessary,  the  surveying  of  certain  lands  in  the  western  country." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  General  Washington,  with  the  resolution  of  this 
House,  of  yesterday,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  waited  upon  the  General,  and  presented  him  with  the 
said  resolution,  to  which  he  was  pleased  to  return  the  following  answer: 

Gentlemen, — My  sensibility  is  deeply  afl'ected  by  this  distinguished  mark  of  the  aflectionate  regard  of  your 
honorable  House.  I  lament,  upon  this  occasion,  the  want  of  those  powers,  which  would  enable  me  to  do  justice  to  my 
feelings ;  and  shall  rely  upon  your  indulgent  report,  to  supply  the  defect ;  at  the  same  time,  I  pray  you  to  present  for 
me,  the  strongest  assurances  of  unalterable  aflection  and  gratitude  for  this  last  pleasing,  and  flattering  attention  of  my 
toiintry. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  William  Dix,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsylvania,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Saturday  last ; 

Ordeied,  That  the  said  William  Dix  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  further  con- 
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tinning  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State;"  and  the  same  was  receiv- 
ed and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  further  con- 
tinuing the  act,  entitled  '  an  act  concerning  pensioners;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  fees  received,  or  which  may  probably  be 
received  by  the  register  of  the  Land  Office;  that  the  committee  be  empowered  to  inspect  the  books  of  the  said  office, 
and  to  call  for  any  information  proper  to  explain  the  subject;  and  that  they  specially  report  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  William  Anderson,  Tazewell,  Cabell  and  Coles. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  punishing  certain  oftences  injurious  to  the  tranquillity  of  this  Commonwealth  ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same, 
had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to  morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

A  bill,  "concerning  entries  and  surveys  on  the  western  waters;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  While  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Henrico,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  many  evils  have  arisen  from  the  partial  emancipation  of  slaves,  since  the 
act,  "  authorising  the  manumission  of  them,"  was  passed  ;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  repealed. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hanover,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  eftect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Blandford,  Davis's  and  Boyd's  warehouses  in  the  county  of  Prince 
George;  setting  forth,  that  by  an  act  passed  in  the  May  session,  1782,  a  tax  of  six  shillings  was  to  be  paid  by  the 
shipper,  on  every  hogshead  of  tobacco  exported,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  slow  promulgation  of  the  laws,  they 
continued  to  receive  a  considerable  time  after  the  same  was  reduced  to  four  shillings,  and  paid  the  same  into  the  trea- 
sury ;  that  those  who  shipped  the  tobacco  have  since  demanded  the  overplus  of  the  petitioners ;  and  praying  that  the 
same  may  be  refunded  to  them  by  the  treasurer. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  Presbytery  of  Hanover,  which  was  laid  before  the  last  Assembly,  be- referred 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  petition  of  George  Flowerdew  Norton,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  an  inhabitant  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  member  of  the  house  of  Nortons  and  Sons,  of  London, 
whose  dealings  and  transactions  with  the  citizens  of  this  State,  were  very  extensive;  that  since  his  return  to  Iiis  native 
country,  he  has  been  compelled  to  pay  many  debts  due  from  the  said  company,  but  has  been  unable  to  collect  any 
due  to  them,  in  consequence  of  the  laws  prohibiting  the  recovery  of  British  debts,  by  which  he  has  been  reduced  to 
the  greatest  extremes;  and  praying  that  such  relief  may  be  extended  to  him,  as  his  situation  requires. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Caroline,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  setting 
forth,  that  they  consider  the  law  imposing  taxes  upon  process  in  civil  suits,  as  highly  unjust  and  oppressive,  as  it  does 
not  fall  equally  upon  the  suitors,  but  on  those  only  who  are  compelled  to  seek  redress  for  their  grievances  in  the  courts 
of  justice;  and  the  aggressor  being  exempt  in  a  great  measure  from  the  payment  of  them;  that  they  consider  a  tax 
upon  suitors  towards  defraying  the  expense  of  the  administration  of  justice,  highly  reasonable;  but  that  it  should  be 
paid  by  him  who  is  ultimately  found  to  be  in  the  wrong,  and  taxed  in  the  bill  of  costs ;  and  praying  that  the  law  im- 
posing the  said  taxes  may  be  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  repor- 
ted, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration, 
and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  reatl  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  an  act  ought  to  pass  for  the  encouragement  of  marriages 
with  the  Indians. 

Ordered.  Tiiat  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Matthews  and 
Henry  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
H  6 
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Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth.  .  ,    ,    „  i      ,  -n 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  giving 
John  Hoomes  the  exclusive  right  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage  coach,  to  and  from  certain  places,  for  a  limited  time," 

being  read ;  „  t^  . , 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft'  till  Friday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  17,  1784. 

The  House  bein"  informed  that  Mr.  Joseph  Jones,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddie ;  and  Mr. 
William  Ronald,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Powhatan ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms ; 
Ordered,  That  the  said  Joseph  Jones  and  William  Ronald  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 
The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Robert  Marshall,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight ; 
attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was 
called  over  on  Saturday  last ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Robert  Marshall  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

A  bill  "for  farther  continuing  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning  pensioners;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

A  bill,  "for  further  continuing  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State ;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

Mr.  Hancock  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  entitled  'an 
act,  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Richard  Ray,  praying  that  compensation 
maybe  made  him  by  the  public,  for  a  horse,  saddle,  bridle  and  pistols,  which  were  taken  from  him  by  the  enemy, 
when  made  prisoner  by  them  in  the  year  1781,  whilst  serving  as  a  light-horse  man,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
James  Upshaw,  from  the  county  of  Essex,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  251. 
the  appraised  value  of  the  said  horse,  and  the  further  sum  of  5/.  for  his  saddle,  bridle  and  pistols. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Obadiah  Clarke,  praying  that  he  may 
receive  payment  of  a  warrant  drawn  in  favor  of  the  petitioner,  in  tlie  year  1781,  for  a  considerable  quantity  of  brick 
work  done  for  the  public,  in  the  execution  of  which  work,  he  was  obliged  to  make  advances  of  ready  money,  for 
which  he  has  received  no  satisfaction,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  sum  of  98/.  18s.  being  the  amount  of  the  said  war- 
rant, ought  to  be  paid  to  the  petitioner  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  together  with  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  thereon, 
from  the  date  of  the  said  warrant,  till  the  same  shall  be  paid.  * 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Ryan,  praying  relief  in  consideration 
of  several  wounds  which  he  received  whilst  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  continental  service,  and  which  have  rendered 
him  unable  to  labor,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Jacob  Alford,  praying  that  a  further  allow- 
ance may  be  made  him,  by  the  public,  in  consequence  of  a  wound  which  he  received  whilst  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Virginia  line,  and  which  has  rendered  him  unable  to  labor,  is  reasonable;  and  that  in  lieu  of  a  former  annual  allow- 
ance made  the  petitioner,  lie  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Brent  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  proceed  this  day,  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  to  the  choice  of 
a  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  serve  for  one  year  from  the  30th  day  of  the  present  month; 
and  of  an  attorney  general  for  the  Kentucky  district,  in  the  room  of  Walker  Daniel,  Esq.  deceased  ;  also,  to  remove 
two  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  pursuant  to  the  constitution  of  government.  And  then  he 
withdrew. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  inclosing  the  resignation  of  Harry  Innes,  Esq. 
chief  judge  of  the  western  district,  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  b allot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealtli,  to  serve  for  one  year  fiom  the  30th  day  of  the  present  month; 
and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  name  of  the  per^ion  to  be  appoinn-d,  .md  deposited  tlie  same  in  die 
ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Jones  of  King  George,  William  Watkius  and  Richard  Lee,  were  nominated  a  committee,  to 


27 

meet  a  committee  of  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and 
report  to  the  House  on  whom  a  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew ;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord^^ 
■  ing  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot 
boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Patrick  Henry,  Esq. 

The  House  then  proceeded  in  the  same  manner,  to  remove  the  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  Slate, 
agreeably  to  the  constitution  of  government ;  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  names  of  the  members 
to  be  removed,  and  deposited  them  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Jones  of  King  George,  William  Watkins  and  Richard 
Lee,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with' 
them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew ;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House,  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord^ 
ing  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot 
boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  against  William  Christian  and  Meriwether  Smith,  Esquires. 

The  House  then  proceeded  in  the  same  manner,  to  the  appointment  of  an  attorney  general  for  the  Kentucky  dis- 
trict, in  the  room  of  Walker  Daniel,  Esq.  deceased,  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  name  of  the 
person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  John  Marshall,  Matthews,  and  Alexander 
White,  were  nominated  a  committee,  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly 
with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House,  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House, and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord^** 
ing  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  bal- 
lot boxes-,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Harry  Innes,  Esq. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and  come 
to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  Presbytery  of  Hanover,  and 
of  the  Baptist  association,  as  prays  that  the  laws  regulating  the  celebration  of  marriage,  and  relating  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  vestries,  may  be  altered,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  acts  ought  to  pass  for  the  incorporation  of  all  societies  of 
the  christian  religion,  which  may  apply  for  the  same. 

The  1st  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  tlie  House. 

The  latter  resolution  being  twice  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ayes,  62.  Noes,  23. 

On  a  motion  made,  by  Mr.  Alexander  White,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  latter  resolution,  be  entered  on 
the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  John  Cropper,  jun.  Samuel  Sherwin,  Nicholas  Cabell, 
William  Meridith,  Robert  Clarke,  Archibald  Stuart,  George  Hancock,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  John  Ward, 
Samuel  Hawes,  Jacob  Morton,  Thomas  Collier,  Bernard  Markham,  Edward  Carrington,  Carter  Henry  Harrison, 
Wilham  Watkins,  Joseph  Jones  of  Dinwiddle,  Miles  King,  George  Wray,  Spencer  Roane,  Thomas  West,  Saumel  * 
Richardson,  Thomas  Smith,  Andrew  Donnelly,  Isaac  Coles,  John  Coleman,  Ralph  HumjjJireys,  Garland  Anderson, 
Patrick  Henry,  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  Philip  Barbour,  Joseph  Jones  of  Kiug  George,  Benjamin  Temple,  John 
Heath,  Rich-ird  Biand  Lee,  William  Anderson,  George  Slaughter,  Francis  Corbin,  William  Curtis,  Willis  Riddick, 
William  Armistead,  John  Kearnes,  Daniel  Sandford,  Littleton  Eyre,  Bennett  Tompkins,  Thomas  Gaskins,  John  Thorn- 
ton, Benjamin  Lankford,  William  Dix,  John  Clarke,  Edmund  Ruffin,  Ed.vard  Bland  Let,  John  Fauutleroy,  Albridg- 
ton  Jonev,  Bailey  Washington,  William  Brent,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  John  Allen,  John  Howell  Briggs,  Richard 
Lee,  Nathaniel  Nelson  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Edward  Carter,  Zachariah  Johnston, 
John  Trigg,  Moses  Hunter,  John  Taylor  of  Caroline,  French  Strother,  William  Pickett,  Alexander  White,  George 
Clendinnen,  Nathiniel  Wilkerson,  Raliert  Marsliall,  Benjamin  Pope,  Anthony  Stri^et,  John  Breckenridge,  James 
Madison,  John  Hays,  Gawin  Hamilton,  John  Hopkins,  John  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Thomas  Towles,  William  Rus- 
sell and  James  Montgomery. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  resolution  ;  that  Messrs.  Matthews,  Jones  of  King 
George,  Corbin,  Briggs,  Brent,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Heury  and  Madism,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  saine.  «■ 

R'solved,  That  liiis  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  incorporate  the  clergy  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church ;" 
and  that  Messrs.  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Henry,  Thomas  Smith,  William  Anderson,  and  Tazewell,  do  prepare  and 
bri'ig  in  the  same. 

'V\  ^.  ,^rder  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  die  Senate,  to  tha  choice  of  s.  member  of  the 
Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  William  Short,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned,  bemg  read; 
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Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Friday  next. 

The  order  of  the  dny,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  conimittee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "for  pun- 
^^shinp  certain  oflences  injurious  to  the  tranquillity  of  this  Commonwealth,"  being  read; 
Ordered.  That  the  same  bo  put  off  till  to-morrow. 
Atid  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  November  18,   1784. 


■*♦  A  bill,  "  imposing  duties  on  certain  articles  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  ctiuimitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Wednesday  next. 

A  bill,  "for  further  continuing  the  act,  'for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  and  turnpeutine;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  House  being  informed  of  the  arrival,  this  morning,  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  in  this  city  ; 

Resolved,  nemiiie  contra  dicente,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to  present  to  him  the  affection- 
ate respects  of  this  House,  to  signify  to  him  their  sensibility  to  the  pleasing  proof  given  by  this  visit  to  the  United 
States,  and  to  this  State  in  particular;  that  the  benevolent  and  honorable  sentiments  which  originally  prompted  him 
"^o  embark  in  the  hazardous  fortunes  of  America,  still  render  the  prosperity  of  its  affairs  an  object  of  his  attention  and 
recard;  and  to  assure  him  that  they  cannot  review  the  scenes  of  blood  and  danger,  through  which  we  have  arrived 
at  the  blessings  of  peace,  without  being  touched  in  the  most  lively  manner  with  the  recollection,  not  only  of  the  inva- 
luable services  for  which  the  United  States  at  large,  are  so  much  indebted  to  him,  but  of  that  conspicuous  display  of 
cool  intrepidity  and  wise  conduct  during  his  command  in  the  campaign  of  1781,  wiiich,  by  having  so  essentially  served 
this  State,  in  particular,  have  given  him  so  just  a  title  to  its  particular  acknowledgments  :  that,  impressed  as  the\' 
thus  are,  with  the  distinguished  lustre  of  his  character,  they  cannot  form  a  wish  more  suitable  than  that  the  lesson  it 
affords  may  inspire  all  those  whose  noble  minds  may  emulate  his  glory,  to  pursue  it  by  means  equally  auspicious  to 
the  interests  of  humanity. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Henrj',  Madison,  Jones  of  King  George,  Matthews  and  Brent. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  to  serve  from  the  28th  day  of  May  next,  in  the  room  of  William 
Christian  and  Meriwether  Smith,  Esquives,  who  stand  removed  after  that  date,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  yesterdav,  agree- 
ably to  the  constitution  of  government. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  to-morrow  proceed,  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer 
for  the  ensuing  year;  and  also  of  a  chief  justice  of  the  western  district,  in  the  room  of  Harry  Innes,  Esq.  elected 
attorney  general  of  the  said  district. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
liad,  according  to  order,  had  under  tlieir  consideration  the  petition  of  Alexander  McKay,  and  Jane,  his  wife,  to  them 
referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read,  amended,  and  is  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Alexander  McKay,  and  Jane,  his  wife,  pray- 
ing that  aland  warrant  granted  to  them  in  right  of  the  said  Jane,  who  claims  under  Alexander  McKenzie,  for  mili- 
lary  services  which  he  performed  in  the  war  of  1758,  against  the  Indians,  may  be  located  in  some  part  of  the  lands 
granted  to  the  Virginia  officers  of  the  State  and  continental  lines,  is  reasonable;  Provided,  tiiat  such  location  shall 
not  be  made  until  the  demands  of  the  said  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  satisfied. 

The  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  tlie  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Wyatl  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  received  a  wound  in  his 
hip,  at  the  battle  at  Guillord  courthouse,  which  has  disabled  him ;  and  praying  to  be  continued  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Hiphtower;  setting  forth,  that  in  consequence  of  several  dangerous  wounds  received 
in  a  skirniisli  with  the  British  troops,  he  was  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  but  his  allowance  commenced  only  from  the 
time  of  his  petitioning;  and  prayinti  that  the  same  may  begin  from  the  time  lie  w:is  wounded. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matters  thereof, 
•  #  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  William  Bowyer,  sheriff  of  Augusta  county,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that 
the  scJircity  of  cash  and  severity  of  the  late  winter,  have  rendered  the  people  of  the  said  county  incapable  to  pay  their 
taxes;  and  that  the  treasurer  has  refused  the  receipt  of  certain  commutablos,  which  was  tendered  within  two  days  al- 
ter the  time  appointed;  so  that  the  petitioner  is  reduced  to  a  very  critical  situation  ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Thomas,  sheriff  of  Rockinghaui  county,  to  the  same  effect. 

AUo,  I  petition  of  Charles  Ca  neron,  late  a  colonel  in  the  continental  army;  praying  to  be  allowed  a  bounty 
in  lands  iu  consideration  of  military  services  rendered  during  the  late  war. 
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Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince  George,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribetlv 
in  opposition  to  a  petition  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  county;  praying  the  removal  of  their  courthouse. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  iniiabitants  of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  in 
opposition  to  the  petitions  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  and  of  the  county  of  Berkeley,  praying  a 
division  of  the  said  counties.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matters  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  tiie  county  of  Rockingham,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  in  opposition  to  the  scheme  of  a  general  assessment  for  the  support  of  religion. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  John  Todd  and  John  B.  Smith,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  explaining  so  much  of  the 
memorial  of  the  Presbytery  of  Hanover  as  respects  the  incorporation  of  religious  societies;  and  praying  that  the  dis- 
tinction therein  stated  may  be  preserved. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  the  petition  of  Robert  White;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  do  lay  his  accounts  before  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  the  bill 
"  for  regulating  the  appointment  of  clerks  to  the  county  and  other  inferior  courts,  and  for  the  better  security  of  county 
records,"  which  lay  on  the  table;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  for  discourag- 
ing extensive  credits,  and  repeahng  the  act  'prescribing  the  method  of  proving  book  debts;"  and  the  same  was  re- 
ceived and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bill  " punishing  certain  offences  injurious  to  the  tranquillity  of  this  Commonwealth ;" 
being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  19,  1784. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Isaac  Vanmiter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Hampshire,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Saturday  last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Isaac  Vanmiter  be  admitted  to  his  seat  without  paying  fees.  ^ 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  regulating  the   appointment  of  clerks  to  the  county  and  other  inferior  courts,  and  for^ 
the  better  security  of  county  records ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up ;  and  the  question  be- 
ing put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass ; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes,     40.  Noes,     41. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr  William  White  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Tuesday  se'nnight. 

A  bill,  "to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  for  discouraging  extensive  credits,  and  repealing  the  act 
prescribing  the  method  of  proving  book  debts ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Tuesday  next.  ^ 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolu- 
tion thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth :  ^Aa 

Resolved,  that   it  is  the  opinion  of  this  cammitlee,  That  the   petition    of  sinidry   inhabitants  of  the  counties    of  ^W 
Prince  George  and  Sussex ;  praying  that  a  warehouse  for  the  reception  of  tobacco,  which  formerly  stood  at  Hoods, 
jnay  be  re-established,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  and  reduce  into  one  act,  'the  several 
acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco ;"  do  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne :  ^^^ 

1\1r.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  allowing  a  bounty  in  lands  to  William  Franic  andl^^ 
Augustine  Slaughter  ;  allowing  James  Gilmer  a  sum  of  money ;  for  liquidating  the  claim  of  David  Jones;  granting  a 
I  5 
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so 

military  certificate  to  James  Sliurlock ;  and  for  remitting  the  interest  and  damages  upon  a  judgment  against  William 
Mason.      And  tlien  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  tlie  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mu.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  appointing  trustees  for  the  town  of  York,"  with  an 
amendment,  to  which  they  desire  tlie  concurrence  of  tliis^^ouse;  also,  to  the  bill  "giving  James  Rumsey  the  exclu- 
sive riglit  of  constructing  and  navigating  certain  boats  for  a  limited  time,"  with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they 
^^desire  tlie  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

W         The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  to  the  said  bills;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 
^  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Henry  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  notify  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  the  resolution  of  this 
House  of  yesterday ',  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  waited  upon  the  Marquis,  and  presented  the  same; 
and  that  he  was  pleased  to  return  the  following  answer: 

"  Gentlemen", — With  the  most  respectful  thanks  to  your  Honorable  House,  permit  me  to  acknowledge,  not  only 
the  flattering  favor  they  now  are  pleased  to  confer,  but  also  the  constant  partiality  and  unbounded  confidence  of  this 
State,  which,  in  trying  times,  I  have  so  happily  experienced.  Through  the  continent,  gentlemen,  it  is  most  pleasing 
for  rne  to  join  with  my  friends  in  mutual  congratulations ;  and  need  not  add  what  my  sentiments  must  be  in  Virginia, 
where,  step  by  step,  have  I  so  keenly  felt  for  her  distress, — so  eagerly  enjoyed  her  recovery.  Our  armed  force  was 
obliged  to  retreat;  but  your  patriotic  hearts  stood  unshaken; — And  while,  either  at  that  period,  or  in  our  better  hours, 
my  obligations  to  you  are  numberless,  I  am  happy  in  this  opportunity  to  observe,  that  the  excellent  services  of  your 
militia  were  continued  with  unparalleled  steadiness.  Impressed  with  the  necessity  of  Federal  Union,  I  was  the  more 
pleased  in  the  command  of  an  army  so  peculiarly  Federal,  as  Virginia  herself  freely  bled  in  defence  of  her  sister 
States. 

"In  my  wishes  to  this  Commonwealth,  gentlemen,  I  will  persevere  with  the  same  zeal  that  once,  and  forever,  has 
devoted  me  to  her:  May  her  fertile  soil  rapidly  increase  her  wealth:  May  all  the  waters  which  so  luxuriantly  flow 
within  her  limits,  be  happy  channels  of  the  most  extensive  trade ;  and  may  she,  in  her  wisdom,  and  the  enjoyment  of 
prosperity,  continue  to  give  the  world  unquestionable  proofs  of  her  philanthropy,  and  her  regard  to  the  liberties  of  all 
mankind. 

LA  FAYETTE." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Bailey: 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  proceed  this  day,  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  to  the  choice  of 
two  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  to  serve  from  the  28th  day  of  May  next,  in  the  room  of  Wil- 
liam Christian  and  Meriwether  Smith,  Esquires,  who  stand  removed  after  that  date,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses, 
agreeably  to  the  Constitution  of  government.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
member  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  William  Short,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned;  and  the 
members  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot 
boxes,  Messrs.  Madison,  Matthews  and  Heath,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  and 
jointly  with  them  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 
^  The  committee  then  withdrew ;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House,  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord- 
mg  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot 
boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Joseph  Jones  of  King  George. 

The  House  then,  in  the  same  manner,  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  two  members  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council 
of  State,  to  serve  from  the  28th  day  of  May,  in  the  room  of  William  Christian  and  Meriwether  Smith,  Esquires,  who 
stand  removed  after  that  date  by  the  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution  of  government ;  and 
the  members  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  names  of  the  persons  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the 
ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Richard  Lee,  William  Watkins,  Wells  and  Ronald,  were  nominated  a  conmiittee  to  meet  a  com- 
mittee from  the  Senate,  and  jointly  with  them  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majo- 
rity of  votes  should  I'all. 
▼  The  counnittee  then  withdrew;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House,  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord- 

uig  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot 
boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Spencer  Roane,  and  Miles  Selden,  jun.  Esquires. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne: 
§d>^       Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  respecting  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Missis- 
••  sippi,  and  to  avert  the  danger  of  hostilities  with  the  Indians  ;  for  putting  Jacob  Alford,  John  Ryan,  Nathaniel  Row- 
land and  Martin  Murphey,  on  the  list  of  pensioners;  granting  a  bounty  in  lands  to  George  Rowland;  and  allowing 
sums  of  money  to  Richard  Kay  and  Joel  Foster.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Campbell,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth, 

that  the  court  of  tiie  said  county  have  proceeded  in  opposition  to  an  act  of  Assembly  and  the  general  sense  of  the  peo- 

^^le,  to  direct  the  public  buildings  of  the  said  county,  at  a  place  not  centrical  and  convenient,  and   remote  from  the 

^^resent  place  of  holdnig  courts,  which  has  been  duly  ascertained  and  fixed   upon  as  the  centre  of  the  county;  and 

praying  that  the  said  public  buildings  may  be  established  at  the  last  mentioned  place. 
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Ordered,  That  the  sRid  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  litat  they  do  esa- 
rnine  liie  matter  tiiereof,  and  report  liic  same,  with  tlieir  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resohilion: 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  immediately  pay  to  John  Ryan  in  money,  who  was  put  on  tlie  list  of  pensioners  by 
a  resolution  of  the  present  Assembly,  one  year's  allowance,  in  advance. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the    J* 
Commonwealth  ;  and  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year :    ▼ 
and  of  a  chief  judge  of  the  western  district;  also,  on  the  bills  "concerning  entries  and  surveys  on  the  western  waters;'" 
"  giving  John  Hoomes  the  exclusive  privilege  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage  coach  to  and  from  certain  places,  for  a 
limited  time  ;"  and  "  for  punishing  certain  offences  injurious  to  the  tranquillity  of  this  Commonwealth,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  November  20,  1784. 


On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  be  discharged  from  farther  proceeding  on  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Henrico  and  Hanover,  praying  that  the  act,  "  authorising  the  manumis- 
sion of  slaves  may  be  amended ;"  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Spiller,  to  them  referred,  and  had 
agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioner  entered  into  the  service  in  the  month  of  September  17T5,  and 
continued  therein  till  January  1776,  when  he  was  promoted  to  a  lieutenancy  in  the  7th  Virginia  regiment:  and  in  the 
month  of  January  following,  got  the  command  of  a  company,  which  command  he  held  till  he  left  the  army,  which  hap- 
pened in  the  month  of  September  1778. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Benjamin  Spiller,  praying  that 
he  may  be  "allowed  the  same  bounty  in  lands  as  is  given  by  law  to  a  captain  in  the  continental  service,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  petition  of  William  Brandon,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  employed  a 
considerable  time  as  an  artificer  in  the  public  service,  and  was,  by  excessive  labor  in  extreme  hot  weather,  deprived  of 
the  use  of  one  side;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Mead ;  setting  forth,  that  being  the  creditor  of  a  certain  Michael  Montgomery,  who 
had  a  certificate  for  ninety  days  hire  of  a  wagon,  he  received  an  assignment  of  the  same,  but  did  not  present  it  tO'. 
the  county  court  before  the  law  for  liquidating  those  claims  had  expired;  and  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  direct- 
ed to  issue  their  warrant  for  the  amount  thereof. 

A  petition  of  John  Chiles;  setting  forth,  that  having  mislaid  a  certificate  for  provisions  furnished  the  commissioners 
of  Bedlord,  he  was  prevented  from  presenting  the  same  before  the  law  for  liquidating  those  claims  had  expired  ;  and 
praying  that  he  may  receive  a  warrant  for  the  amount  thereof. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Simon  Sommers;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  engaged  a  considerable  time  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  as  an  adjutant,  during  which  he  contracted  a  violent  dysentery,  with  which  he  is  now  afflicted ;  and  praying 
that  he  may  receive  half  pay  for  life,  and  a  bounty  in  lands. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  tlieir  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Carrington  and  Allen  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Mon- 
day se'nnight. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"punishing  certain  offences  injurious  to  the  tranquillity  of  this  Commonwealth;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Brcckenridge  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
said  bill  under  their  considf ration,  and  made  some  progress  therein;  but  not  having  lime  to  go  through  the  same,  had 
directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Wednesday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
on  the  said  bill. 

A  petition  of  William  Payne,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  early  in  the  year  1776, 
he  entered  into  the  service  of  his  cnuiury  as  a  lieutenant  of  marines,  and  was  soon  after  appointed  a  captain  ai  the 
]  St  State  regiment,  w  hich  commission  he  held  until  the  exposed  situation  of  his  family  in  Princess  Anne,  compelled 
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him  to  resign  :  that  he  has  since  served  as  a  volunteer,  and  received  a  dangerous  wound,  which  confined  him  many 
months;  and  praying;  that  he  may  receive  a  hounty  in  lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Rockingham,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed; 
praying  that  an  inspection  of  tobacco  may  be  established  at  tlie  town  of  Harrisonsburg,  in  the  said  county. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  for  allowing  a  sum  of  money  to  Obadiah  Clarke, 
and  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  Edmund  Pendleton,  George  Wythe,  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquires,  out  of  tlie 
contingent  fund,  with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then  he  with- 
drew. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Lunenburg,  Mecklenburg  and  Amelia,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  ibrth,  thai  they  conceive  the  stability  of  our  gov- 
ernment, and  the  preservation  of  peace  and  happiness  among  tiie  individuals  of  it,  depend  in  a  great  measure  on  the 
influence  of  religion,  without  which,  no  government,  however  wisriy  formed,  can  long  exist ;  that  they  consider  its 
rapid  declension  within  a  few  years,  as  proceeding  from  the  inattention  of  the  Legislature,  who  have  an  undoubted  right 
to  compel  every  individual  who  partakes  of  those  blessings  which  are  originally  derived  from  it,  to  contribute  to  the 
support  of  it;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  a  general  assessment  for  that  purpose,  and  for  securing  to  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  the  property  vested  in  it. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Halifax,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  efl'ect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  a  gene- 
ral assessment. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be  appointed  to  notify  to  Patrick  Henry,  Esq.  his  appointment 
to  be  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  one  year  from  the  13th  day  of  the  present  month. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Jones  of  King  George,  Madison  and  Ronald. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Common wealtli;  also,  on  the  bills  "  concerning  fentries  and  surveys  on  the  western  waters;"  "  giving  John  Hoomes 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage  coach  to  and  from  certain  places,  for  a  limited  time;"  and  "'for 
the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  of  a  chief 
justice  of  the  western  district,"  being.read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oif  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  11  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  November  22,   1784. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Thomas  Edmunds,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Sussex ;  and  Mr, 
John  Glenn,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg,  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  tiie  said  Thomas  Edmunds  and  John  Glenn,  be  admitted  to  their  seats  on  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Claiborne  of  Brunswick,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  John  Hopkins,  continental  commissioner  of  loans,  enclosing  one 
from  Robert  Morris,  Esq.  financier  general;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  the  solicitor  general's  return  of  taxes 
for  the  year  1783,  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Peter  Francisco,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  served  as  a  volun- 
teer in  the  continental  army,  (luring  the  late  war,  upwards  of  three  years,  and  has  never  received  any  pay  or  other 
Cdmpeiisation;  and  prayii.g  to  be  allowed  the  same  emoluments  as  others  in  his  situation  have  been  granted. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Alexander  Willey;  praying  to  be  allowed  a  compensation  for  three  years  services  as  a  keeper 
of  the  great  seal  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  affixing  the  same  to  patents,  grants  and  public  commissions. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Abel  Westfall;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1775,  he  made  sundry  advances  for  clothing  to 
the  company  imder  his  command,  belonging  to  the  8th  Virginia  regiment:  his  account  for  which  he  cannot  get  liqui- 
dated; imd  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  empowered  to  audit  and  settle  th.'  claim. 

Ordtri'd,  "^i'hat  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 
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Mr.  Jones  of  King  George,  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  notify  to  Patrick  Henry,  Esq.  his  ap- 
pointment to  be  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  one  year  from  the  30th  day  of  this  month, 
thai  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  waited  on  that  gentleman,  and  notified  liim  of  the  said  appointment,  to 
which  he  was  pleased  to  return  the  following  answer: 

"Gentlemen, — I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  make  my  acknowledgments  to  the  General  Assembly;  and  to  assure 
them,  that  I  shall  ever  retain  a  just  sense  of  the  honor  now  cont'erred  upon  me.  It  shall  be  my  constant  endeavor 
to  discharge  the  duty  of  the  high  ofiice  to  which  I  am  called,  so  as  to  promote  the  happiness  of  the  Commonwealth. 
And  I  have  to  hope,  that  my  intentions  may  be  favorably  interpreted,  and  my  deficiencies  supplied  by  the  wisdom  of 
the  General  Assembly." 

A  petition  of  a  committee  of  the  Cincinnati  Society,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  for  an  act 
of  incorporation  from  the  Legislature. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  that  they  do  examine  the  mat- 
ter thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
senicd  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  from  the  great  scarcity  of  money  in  the  county,  the  severity  of  the 
latf  seasons,  the  expense  they  have  been  at  in  clearing  a  wagon  road  to  iheir  county,  and  other  causes,  they  are  una- 
ble to  pay  their  public  taxes;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  taxes  due  for  the  year 
1782,  and  1733. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"punishing  certain  offences  injurious  to  tiie  tranquiUity  of  this  Commonwealth;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  througli  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  recommitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow;. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  concerning  entries  and  surveys  on  the  western  waters ;"  and  "  giving  John  Hoomes 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage  coach  to  and  from  certain  places,  for  a  limited  time;"  and  "to 
proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year;"  also,  "of  a  chief  justice 
of  the  western  district,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

\nd  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  23,  1784. 


IMr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "to  establi.-h  a  town  on  the  land  of  John  Lynch,  in  the  county  of  Campbell;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "for  altering  the  court  day  of  the  county  of  Chesterfield;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolu- 
tions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince 
George,  praying  that  the  place  for  holding  courts  in  the  said  county,  may  be  fixed  at  or  near  the  centre  thereof,  is 
reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  thi^  comtnittee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince 
George,  praying  that  the  place  for  holding  courts  in  the  said  county,  may  be  fixed  at  tlie  town  of  Blandford,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  Tliat  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
'tions  and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  Marquis  La  Fayette,  and 
one  other  from  Monsieur  Oster;  also,  a  petition  of  the  children  of  Stephen  Yancey;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  letters  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Hou<e. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nelson  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Tuesday  next- 
K  3 
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A  petition  of  James  Asli,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  enUsted  as  a  soldier  in 
the  service  of  this  State,  and  was  entitled  to  a  bounty  of  1,000  lbs.  of  tobacco,  which  he  has  never  received;  and 
praying-  that  the  same  may  be  paid  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"punishing  certain  offences  injurious  to  the  tranquillity  of  this  Commonwealth;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Breckenridge  reported,  tliat  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again 
liad  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which 
they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,   That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  report- 
ed that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration, 
and  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House 
for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealtli. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  levy  certain  taxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue,  and  to  apply  the  same  in  payment  of  the  debts 
due  to  foreign  creditors;"  to  receive  a  clause  or  clauses  directing  all  the  taxes  therein  mentioned  upon  law  proceed- 
ings, to  be  taxed  in  the  bill  of  costs. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treiurer  for  the 
ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  concerning  entries  and  surveys  on  the 
western  waters;"  "giving  John  Hoomes  the  exclusive  right  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage  coach  to  and  from  cer- 
tain places,  for  a  limited  time;"  and  "to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  '  for  discouraging  extensive  credits,  and  repealing 
the  act,  prescribing  the  method  of  proving  book  debts,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  24,  1784. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Caroline,  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  Ibrmer  or  future  emolu- 
ments of  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  that  the  committee  had  received  all  the  information  they  could  obtain  on 
the  subject,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report  and  resolution  thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  House,  as  followeth  : 

They  cannot  form  any  probable  estimate  of  his  emoluments,  previous  to  the  1st  day  of  January  last,  because  the 
register  hath  kept  no  regular  account  previous  to  that  time  of  his  receipts  ;  but  when  the  number  of  land  warrants 
(almost  the  whole  of  which  issued  before  that  day)  is  adverted  to,  these  liave  been  very  considerable.  Tlie  number  of 
land  warrants  issued  is  thirty  thousand  six  hundred,  which  at  five  sliillings  each,  amount  to  the  sum  of  seven  thousand 
six  hundred  and  fiftj'  pounds:  though  it  must  be  remembered,  that  a  proportion  of  this  number  were  paid  for  in  paper 
money  when  considerably  depreciated;  and  therefore,  that  this  calculation  is  probably  somewhat  too  high.  Of  the 
register's  other  profits  to  the  1st  of  January  last,  the  committee  can  form  no  probable  conjecture. 

As  to  the  actual  amount  of  the  fees  received  during  the  present  year,  and  the  probable  future  amount  of  fees,  the 
committee  have  formed  the  following  estimate : 

Amount  of  land  claimed  by  settlement  and  by  surveys,  under  the  Loyal  and  Greenbrier  Com- 
panies, 1,890,000,  patented  in  300  acre  patents,  fees  l  -  -  -         £3,346   17  6 
Amount  of  land  claimed  by  the  military,  4,750,000,  in  surveys  of  500  acres  each,  fees            -  6,640   1 1   3 
Amount  of  laud  claimed  under  treasury  warrants,  38,360,000,  surveyed  in  1000  acre  tracts,  fees          34,763     2  6 

Total  probable  amount  of  future  fees,  .  -  -  -       £43,750  11  3 


ESTIMATE    OF    PROFITS    FOR    THE    VEAR    1784. 

Fees  received  in  Richmond  from  the  1st  day  of  January  last,  t..  the  20th  of  November,  1,100/.  19^. 

And  continuing  the  like  proportion,  the  fees  per  annum,  in  Richmond,  amount  to  -        £1,238   11   4   l-i 

Fees  received  in  Kentucky  by  the  deputy  register  for  January  last,  were  175/.,  and  for  April, 

165/.;  the  medium  of  wiiich  is  173/.  per  month,  and  amounts,  per  annuiO;  to       -  -  2,040     0  0 

Total  amount  of  profits  for  the  year  1784,  -  -  -        £3,278   11   4  1-2 


35 

VViiich  profits  arise  from  the  patents  only,  except  as  to  a  few  w.irrams. 

To  this  estimate  the  committee  beg  leave  to  subjoin  the  following  explanatory  observations: 

First, — That  in  their  calculation  of  the  fees  arising  from  the  military  claims  to  land,  they  have  contined  theniselvt> 
to  the  actual  amount  of  land  as  near  as  they  could  ascertain  it;  for  which  warrants  have  already  been  issued ;  although 
they  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  a  great  number  of  the  military  claims  are  not  yet  brought  in,  which  will  pro- 
bably roduce  the  extension  of  the  line  limited  for  that  business,  and  a  considerable  augnicntaiion  of  the  register's 
emoluments,  which  is  excluded  from  the  above  calculation. 

Secondly, — That  their  calculation  of  fees  arising  from  the  claims  by  settlement,  and  by  surveys,  under  the  Loyal 
and  Greenbrier  Companies,  was  confined  to  the  returns  laid  before  them,  and  an  actual  count  of  the  persons  contained 
-in  those  returns,  and  must  also  be  lower  than  what  will  actually  be  received,  because  they  had  no  account  of  the  al- 
lowances made  by  the  county  courts  on  this  score,  which  must  have  been  very  considerable. 

Thirdly, — That  they  made  their  calculation  on  the  treasury  warrants,  under  the  supposition,  that  the  whole  land 
warranted  would  be  located,  and  produce  profits;  though  it  was  objected  that  many  of  those  warrants  had  been  taken^ 
out  on  speculation,  sent  to  Europe,  and  would  not  probably  return — an  objectiofi,  the  propriety  of  which  can  only  be^ 
ascertained  by  the  event.     But  the  committee  were  of  opinion,  that  supposing  this  objection  to  have  some  weight,  any*^! 
excess  in  their  calculation  was  very  sufficiently  balanced  by  several  great  articles  of  profit  not  contained  in  their  esti- 
mate  at  all.     These  are, 

Fees  arising  from  many  entries  and  surveys  on  the  eastern  and  western  waters,  which  were  made  before  the  year 
1776;  and  being  arrested  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  instructions  to  his  Governors  in  1763,  have  remained  until 
the  revolution  unfinished,  for  many  of  which  grants  are  yet  to  be  issued,  and  which  will  probably  produce  a  conside- 
rable sum. 

Fees  arising  from  exchanging  warrants,  which,  at  3s.  9rf.  for  each  exchange,  will  bring  in  a  considerable  sum,  as  the 
counties,  from  time  to  time,  are  divided. 

Fees  for  entering  caveats,  -----  2s.  6«?.  each. 

Fees  for  copying  grants,  -----  3s.  9rf.     " 

Fees  for  any  search,  or  reading  any  papers,  -  -  -  -  Is.  od.     '' 

Fees  for  recording  lists  of  certificates  proved  in  any  county  court,  or  allowed  by  the  com- 
missioners of  any  district,  and  for  keeping  a  regular  account  of  warrants  examined  and 

cancelled  to  be  paid  by  the  public  ;  fur  each  certificate  or  warrant  contained  in  such  lists,  4s.   \-2d. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  in  the  calculation  of  future  profits,  the  fees  already  received  on  patents  are  included ;  but 
the  committee  suppose  that  this  deduction  would  be  also  nearly  balanced,  as  no  enhancement  of  the  sum  on  account 
of  pre-emption  claims  to  land,  hath  been  charged ;  especially  when  it  is  remembered,  that  these  claims  are  numerous, 
and  that  many  of  them  are  for  small  quantities  of  land. 

It  is  further  balanced,  bj'  recollecting,  that  the  public  defrays  the  expenses  of  procuring  an  ofSce  for  the  register,      / 
and  furnishing  record  books.     For  all  which  reasons,  the  committee  think  that  the  estimate  of  further  emoluments,  is 
rather  too  low,  than  too  high. 

But  the  committee  suppose  that  the  best  information  is  furnished  by  the  amount  of  profits  for  the  present  year:  in 
which  they  had  the  most  certain  data  to  proceed  on ;  and  by  comparing  which,  with  the  profits  of  the  last,  the  rapid  in- 
crease of  the  register's  emoluments  are  clearly  to  be  seen.  In  Kentucky,  for  instance,  the  register  informed  the  com- 
mittee he  only  received  between  three  and  four  hundred  pounds  the  last  year,  and  this  year  it  will  exceed  two  thousand 
pounds.  To  make  tlie  calculation,  the  deputy  register's  returns  for  April  are  only  estimated  at  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  pounds,  although  the  surveys  for  above  100,000  acres  of  land  were  returned  for  that  month  ;  for  which  the  fees  are 
left  blank,  being  supposed  to  be  credited,  and  are  not  taken  into  the  account ;  so  that  this  estimate  is  also  probably 
under  the  mark. 

The  committee  find,  on  examination,  that  5,934  patents  have  been  recorded  between  the  14th  day  of  July  17S0, 
and  the  18th  day  of  October  1784;  and  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  recording  of  patents  and  surveys,  constitutes 
the  principal  part  of  the  business  in  the  registei's  office. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  committee  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  duties  of  the  said  office,  bear  no  proportion  to  the  emoluments;  that  the  fees  ought  to  be  con- 
verted into  a  public  fund;  and  that  the  register  ought  to  be  allowed  a  fixed  salary,  commensurate  to  his  services. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Taylor  of  Caro- 
line, Anderson,  Tazewell,  Corbin,  Cabell  and  Cmvles,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  bill,  "  to  establish  a  town  on  the  land  of  John  Lyncli,  in  the  county  of  Campbell ;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill  "for  altering  the  court  day  of  the  county  of  Chesterfield;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  for  the  encouragement  of  marriages  with  the  Indians ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Langhorne,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Wirwick  ;  attended 
in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arras;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called 
over. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Langhorne  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 
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Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
bad,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier, 
to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of 
Greenbrier,  praying  that  they  may  be  exonerated  from  paying  tlie  public  taxes  for  the  years  1783  and  1784,  be 
rejected. 

Ordered.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  continue  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  revive  and  amend  in 
part,  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  for  giving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  war- 
rants upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  that  Messrs.  Breckenridge,  Marshall,  Clendinnen  and 
Zachariah  Johnston,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 
f         Mr.  Speakeh, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "authorising  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council, 
^  to  suspend,  when  necessary,  the  surveying  of  certain  lands  in  the  western  country ;"  also,  to  the  resolutions  directing  the 
■treasurer  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Ryan ;  for  putting  David  Scott  on  tlie  list  of  pensioners ;  for  remitting  the 
damages  upon  a  judgment  obtained  on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  against  William  Barrett;  and  directing  the  au- 
ditors to  settle  the  claim  of  the  administrator  of  George  Prince,  deceased.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  treasurer,  enclosing  an  account  of  the  funds  appropriated 
for  the  redemption  of  the  certificates  granted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  for  their  arrears  of  pay  and  depreciation; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  statement  of  the  public  accounts. 
Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "  for  reviving  and  estabhshing  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  certain  places;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "for  establishing  new  ferries;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  containing  his  resignation  of  the  office  of  Chief 
Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth  from  and  after  the  29th  day  of  the  present  month ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  He  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  ncmiiie  contra  dicente,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Governor,  and 
present  him  with  the  thanks  of  this  House,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  during  the  three  past 
years  of  his  adi>;inistralion,  as  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  to  assure  him  that  this  House  retain  a  perfect 
sense  of  his  ability  and  uprightness  of  his  conduct  as  Chief  Magistrate,  and  wish  him  all  the  domestic  happiness  upon 
his  approaching  return  to  private  life. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Corbin,  Matthews,  William  Watkins,  William  Thornton  and  Prentis. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  revive  the  act,  '  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed 

or  taken  for  public  service ;  and  that  Messrs.  Thomas  Smith,  Strother  and  Heath,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  King  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Wednesday  next;  and  Mr. 

Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  until  Monday  se'nnight. 

Mr.  Markham  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assemblj',  passed  at 
their  last  session,  entitled  "  an  act  to  appoint  commissioners  to  state  and  settle  the  losses  sustained  by  the  burning  of 
the  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridge ;"  that  they  had  met  at  sundry  times  aud  places  agreeably  to  their  advertisements  in 
the  public  papers  for  that  purpose,  and  agreed  to  a  statement  and  report  thereupon,  which  he  presented  in  his  place. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  statement  and  report  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce ;  that  they  do  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
•' giving  John  Hoomes  the  exclusive  privilege  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage  coach  to  and  from  certain  places,  for  a 
lihiitcd  nine;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that 
thf-  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and 
made  several  amendments  thereto,  wliicli  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Tiic  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  '  for  discouraging  extensive  credits,  and  repealing  the  act,  'prescribing  the  method 
of  proving  book  debts ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  ch:iir,  and  Mr.  Prentis  report- 
ed, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  some  progress 
therein;  but  not  having  lime  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  lo  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  ae:ain  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "compelling  the  county  court  clerks  to  reside  in  the  county,  and 
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to  prevent  thera  from  removing  the  records  out  of  the  same;"  and  that  Messrs.  Wills,  Heath  and  Walke,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  a  motion  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  pension  allowed  to  David  Scott,  late  a  captain  in  the  13th  Virginia  regiment,  in  considera- 
tion of  a  wound  received  bj'  liim,  ought  to  commence  from  the  3d  day  of  November  17S3. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  pnt  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  regulating  the  land  tax;" 
and  that  Messrs.  Stuart,  Breckenridge,  Prentis,  Hancock  and  Briggs,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of  Kempsville,  in 
the  county  of  Princess  Anne ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Walke  and  Matthews,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Savary  De  Valcoulon,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  as  agent  for  Messrs. 
Coulougnac  and  "Company,  merchants  in  France,  he  has  received  a  warrant  on  the  treasurer  for  the  balance  of  the 
liquidated  claim  of  the  said  Coulougnac  and  Company  against  this  State,  but  has  not  yet  been  able  to  procure  pay- 
ment of  the  same ;  and  praying  that  he  may  receive  immediate  payment  of  it,  and  also,  of  his  expenses  and  damages 
for  the  detention. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  David  Arell,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  entered  into  the  service 
of  his  country  as  an  officer,  in  the  year  1775,  and  continued  therein  until  the  year  1778,  when  his  ill  state  of  health 
compelled  him  to  retire;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  a  bounty  in  lands. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Walter  Hopkins,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1777,  he 
was  employed  by  the  Executive  to  go  to  Charlestown  and  lay  out  a  sum  of  public  money  in  the  purchase  of  goods  for 
the  army,  and  was  to  be  allowed  a  commission  for  his  services,  whether  he  was  successful  or  not:  that  he  accordingly 
repaired  to  Charlestown,  but  found  the  importation  of  goods  from  that  State  embargoed,  and  returned  without  any, 
the  Executive  being  satisfied  with  the  reason  for  the  same,  and  he  has  never  received  any  commission  or  other  reward 
for  his  trouble  and  expense;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Vobe ;  praying  to  be  paid  out  of  some  appropriated  fund  for  a  liquidated  claim  against 
the  public. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Willam  Booth ;  to  the  same  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Charles  Porter ;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  possessed  of  certain  certificates  for  impressed  pro- 
perty, which,  from  various  causes,  he  has  been  prevented  from  getting  adjusted  agreeably  to  law;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  tlie  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year ;  and  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district ;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "concerning  entries  and  surveys  on  the 
western  waters;"  "imposing  duties  on  certain  articles  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue;"  and  "  for  further  continuing  and 
amending  the  act,  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  November  25,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "to  establish  a  town  on  the  land  of  John  Lynch,  in  the  county  of  Campbell;"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  establish  a  town  on  the  land  of  John  Lynch, 
in  the  county  of  Campbell." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  altering  the  court  day  of  the  county  of  Chesterfield;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
blanks  therein  filled  u|). 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  altering  the  court  day  of  the  county  of  Ches- 
terfield;" 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  hill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  giving  John  Kooines  thi"  exclusive  privilege  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage  coach  to  and 
from  certain  places,  for  a  limited  tiine;"  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  the  blanks  therein  ftlled  up. 

Resolved,  Thit  the  !)ill  do  pass;  and  that  \h^  title  be,  "an  act,  giving  John  Hoaiues  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
conveying  persons  in  h  stagfe  coach  to  and  from  certain  places,  for  a  limited  tune,  and  for  other  purposes." 
L  5 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  for  establishing  new  ferries ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time. 

A  bill,  "for  reviving  and  establishing  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  at  certain  places;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly,  the  journals  and  proceedings  of 
the  Executive. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"concerning  entries  and  surveys  on  the  western  waters;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Marshall  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Du-Vah 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  dividing  the  county  of  Jefferson,  into  two  distinct 
counties,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "appropriating  the  fees  of  the  Land  Office,  in  aid  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  and  placing  the  register,  his  deputies  and  assistants,  on  the  civil  list;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  a  letter  from  Oliver  Pollock,  and  sundry 
other  papers  respecting  his  demands  against  the  State  ;  also,  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  honorable  Mr.  Hardy ; 
■which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Claims  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  petition  of  William  Booth ; 
and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Madison  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  the  children  of  Stephen  Yancey,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a 
resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  toby  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  children  of  the  said  Stephen  Yancey, 
who  was  convicted  of  murder  at  the  last  session  of  the  General  Court,  praying  that  his  estate  may  be  vested  in  them, 
is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Stuart  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  for  equaliiing  the  land  tax ;"  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Wyatt,  praying  that  he  may  be 
continued  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  in  consideration  of  a  wound  which  he  received  at  the  battle  at  Guilford  courthouse, 
whilst  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  militia  ordered  from  this  State,  and  which  has  rendered  him  unable  to  labor,  is  rea- 
sonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Hightower,  setting  forth,  that  in 
consequence  of  several  wounds,  which  he  received  in  a  skirmish  with  the  British  troops,  he  w;)s  put  on  the  list  of  pen- 
sioners, but  his  pension  only  commenced  from  the  date  of  the  resolution  which  allowed  it  to  him;  and  praying  that 
the  same  may  take  place  from  the  time  he  was  wounded,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Meade,  praying  that  a  claim  due 
to  him  from  the  public,  as  assignee  of  Michael  Montgomery,  for  90  days  wagon  hire,  may  be  settled  by  the  auditors, 
and  a  certificate  granted  him  for  the  same,  is  reasonable;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  in  account  with  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Chiles,  praying  that  a  claim  due  to 
him  from  the  public,  for  sundry  provisions  furnished  the  commissioner  of  the  provision  law  for  the  county  of  Bedford, 
in  the  jear  1781,  may  be  settled  by  the  auditors,  and  a  certificate  granted  him  tor  such  a  sum  as  shall  appear  to  be 
due;  is  reasonable. 

R(s(dved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  Simon  Sommers,  as  pra^s  that 
a  bounty  in  lands  nay  be  alhuved  to  him,  in  consideration  of  three  years  services  as  an  adjutant  in  the  continental  ser- 
vice, IS  reason;. ble. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  the  peti- 
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tioner  may  be  allowed  half  pay  for  life,  in  consideration  of  his  being  afflicted  with  a  violent  disorder,  which  he  con- 
tracted whilst  in  service,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  George  Hite,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  1st  regi- 
ment of  light  dragoons,  praying  relief  in  consideration  of  a  wound,  which  he  received  in  his  right  arm,  in  a  skirmish 
with  the  enemy's  horse,  in  the  year  1781,  and  which  has  rendered  him  unable  to  procure  a  livelihood  by  labor,  is  rea- 
sonable; and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Alexander  Wiley,  late  door-keeper  to  the 
Council,  praying  that  an  allowance  may  be  made  him  by  the  public,  for  two  years  extra  services  by  him  performed 
in  affixing  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  patents  and  commissions,  which  were  issued  within  that  pei-iod,  be 
rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  3d,  4th,  5th,  and  7th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire 
their  concurrence. 

A  petition  of  William  Cobb,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1780,  he  was 
appointed  an  apothecary's  mate  in  the  continental  hospital  for  the  southern  department,  and  continued  in  that  service 
until  September  1781 ;  and  praying  that  his  accounts  maybe  liquidated,  and  that  the  auditors  may  be  directed  to  issue 
a  warrant  for  the  balance  which  shall  appear  to  be  due  to  him. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  sundry  officers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment;  setting  forth,  that  they 
have  not  yet  received  the  donation  of  six  months  pay  voted  the  officers  of  that  line,  in  the  year  1777,  being  at  that 
time  either  prisoners  with  the  enemy,  or  on  distant  commands ;  and  praying  that  they  may  now  receive  it. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  and  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  the  late  officers  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  pray- 
ing that  they  may  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  with  the  officers  of  the  continental  line  with  respect  to  half  pay,  and 
that  the  benefit  of  it  may  be  extended  to  them. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Mayo,  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  at  his  own  expense  and  risk,  to  build  abridge 
across  James  river,  between  the  towns  of  Richmond  and  Manchester,  with  the  same  toll  for  passing  the  same  as  is  now 
demanded  for  ferriage  at  the  foot  of  the  falls. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Liggon,  praying  that  his  house  and  lot  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  which  was  taken  by 
the  directors  of  the  public  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  public,  may  be  restored  to  him,  and  that  reasonable  compen- 
sation may  be  made  him  for  the  use  of  it. 

Also,  a  petition  of  David  Williams,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  bounty  in  lands,  in  consideration  of  his  services  in 
the  army  during  the  late  war. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Marshall ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1777,  being  major  of  the  3d  Virginia  regi- 
ment, he  was  by  the  Executive  of  this  State,  appointed  to  command  a  regiment  of  artillery  in  the  Slate  service;  and 
praying  that  the  emoluments  and  privileges  of  the  other  State  officers  may  be  extended  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer, 
for  the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House,  to  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  on  the  bills  "  to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  '  for 
discouraging  extensive  credits,  and  repealing  the  act,  prescribing  the  method  of  proving  book  debts;"  "imposing 
duties  on  certain  articles  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue ;"  and  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  '  for  the 
inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,    That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  26,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  establishing  several  new  ferries ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein 
iilled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  establishing  several  new  ferries." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  for  equalizing  the  land  tax;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  Messrs.  Stuart,  Breckenridge,  Prentis,  Hancock  and  Briggs. 

A  bill,  "  appropriating  the  fees  of  the  Land  Office  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue,  and  placing  the  register,  his 
deputies  and  assistants,  on  the  civil  list;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to-day. 

Mr  Cartel  Heiirv  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  David  Arell,   to  them  referred,  and  agreed  upon  a 
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report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Arell,  was  appointed  in  tiie  month  of  September  1775,  a  lieutenant 
in  the  minute  battalion  commanded  by  Colonel  Grayson,  and  was  in  service  from  that  time  until  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary following,  when  he  was  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  the  3d  Virginia  regiment;  in  which  capacity,  and  the  rank  of 
a  captain,  he  acted  until  February  1778;  when  he  obtained  General  Washington's  permission  to  retire  from  the  ser- 
vice for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  ike  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  David_  Arell,  praying  that  he  may 
be  allowed  the  same  portion  of  land  as  is  by  law  given  to  captains  serving  three  years;  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "for  altering  tlie  place  of  holding  courts  in  the  county  of  Prince  George;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smith  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  an  act,  'for  adjusting  claims 
for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  Wliite  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  for  tlie  remainder 
of  the  session. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Garland  Anderson,  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Claims;  Mr.  Ronald,  to  the  committee 
for  Commerce ;  and  Messrs.  William  Watkins  and  Ronald,  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill 
"  to  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,"  into  one  act. 

A  petition  of  Stephen  Ashby,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  to  be  allowed  a  bounty  of  land,  in 
consideration  of  his  services  in  the  American  army  during  the  late  war. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  setting 
forth,  that  they  conceive  the  salaries  of  the  inspectors  at  Richmond  and  Rocky  Ridge,  by  no  means  adequate  to  their 
trouble,  or  the  importance  of  their  office ;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  enlarged. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
praying  that  the  tract  of  land  in  the  said  county,  the  "property  of  the  Gingaskin  tribe  of  Indians,  may  be  vested  in 
trustees,  and  that  they  may  be  empowered  to  make  such  a  disposition  of  it  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  advantageous 
to  the  said  Indians. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Blanks  Moody  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read ;  praying  relief  in  consideration  of  a  wound 
received  at  the  battle  of  Guilford  courthouse,  which  has  rendered  him  unable  to  support  himself  and  his  family. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Markham ;  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  directed  to  liquidate  his  accounts  as  an 
officer  of  the  navy  of  this  State,  and  grant  him  certificates  for  the  balance  due  to  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Edmund  Read;  setting  forth,  that  as  captain  of  a  company  of  dragoons  in  the  service  of  this 
State,  he  received  and  disbursed,  on  public  account,  several  considerable  sums  of  paper  money,  the  vouchers  for 
which  unfortunately  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands  ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  settle  his  accounts  by  some 
equitable  rule. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Francis  Conand ;  setting  forth,  that  upon  a  former  application  to  the  Legislature  for 
a  liquidation  of  his  claim  for  medicines  furnished  the  troops  in  the  western  country,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  exa- 
mine his  accounts,  who,  by  some  mistake,  declared  a  smaller  balance  to  be  due  to  him  than  there  really  was  at  that 
time;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  re-audited,  and  the  balance  precisely  ascertained. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  Winder,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying,  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  re- 
move from  the  State  of  Maryland  into  the  county  of  Northampton,  a  sufficient  number  of  slaves  for  the  cultivation 
of  a  tract  of  land,  which  is  his  property,  in  the  said  county. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee ;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  Thnt  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  ap- 
propriating the  fees  of  the  land  office  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue,  and  placing  the  register,  his  deputies  and  assistants, 
on  the  civil  list;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported  ihat 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same, 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year;  also  of  a  chief  justice  of  the  western  district,  being  read; 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  Friday  next. 
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The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  William  Grayson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  William, 
attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House 
was  called  over  on  Saturday  last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Grayson  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  f(!cs. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  inquire  into  the  ri^ht  of  Mr 
William  Grayson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  William,  for  his  retaining  a  seat  in  this  House  after 
his  appointment  to  be  one  of  the  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Congress. 

Mr.  Breckenridge  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  amendments  made  on  Tuesday  last  to 
the  bill  "for  punishing  certain  otlences  injurious  to  the  tranquillity  of  this  Commonwealth;"  and  he  read  the  same  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read. 

The  first  amendment  being  read  a  second  time,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put  to  amend  the 
same,  by  inserting  in  lieu  of  the  words  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  of  tiie  bill,  the  following  words  : 

"Whereas,  it  is  the  desire  of  the  good  people  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  all  cases,  to  manifest  their  reverence  for 
the  law  of  nations;  to  cultivate  amity  and  peace,  as  far  as  may  depend  on  them,  between  the  United  States  and  for- 
eign powers,  and  to  support  the  dignity  and  energy  of  the  Federal  Constitution ; 

'■'Be  it  enacted,  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  if  any  citizen  or  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth  shall  go  beyond* 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  within  the  acknowledged  jurisdiction  of  any  civilized  nation  ;  and  shall,  within  the  same, 
commit  any  crime,  for  wliich,  in  the  judgment  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  law  of  nations,  or  anv 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  a  foreign  nation  requires  him  to  be  surrendered  to  the  offended  nation ;  and 
shall  thereafter  flee  within  the  limits  of  this  Commonwealth  ;  and  the  sovereign  of  the  offended  nation  shall  exiiibit  to 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  due  and  satistactorj'  evidence  of  the  crime,  with  a  demand  of  the  offender, 
to  be  tried  and  punished  where  the  same  was  committed;  and  the  United  States  in  Congress  assemblejd,  shall  there- 
upon notify  such  demand  to  the  Executive  of  this  State,  and  call  for  the  surrender  of  such  offender,  the  Governor, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Council  of  State,  is  hereby  authorised  to  cause  him  to  be  apprehended,  and  conveyed  and  de- 
livered to  such  person,  or  persons,  as  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  may  prescribe." 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes,     41.  .  Noes,     37. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Ronald,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Alexander  White ; 

Ordered,  That  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  said  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal.  ry 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Edward  Carter,  Nicholas  Cabell,  Zachariah  Johnston,  Ar- 
chibald Stuart,  George  Hancock,  Samuel  Hawes,  John  Taylor  of  Caroline,  Jacob  Morton,  Bernard  Markham,  Mat- 
thew Cheatham,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  William  Watkins,  John  Marshall,  Thomas  Underwood,  Isaac  Coles,  Ralph 
Humphreys,  Nathaniel  Wilkerson,  William  Norvell,  William  Walker,  Philip  Barbour,  Benjamin  Pope,  Joseph  Jones 
of  King  George,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  William  Anderson,  John  Breckenridge,  Littleton  Eyre,  James  Madison,  Charles 
Porter,  Benjamin  Lankford,  William  Dix,  William  Mayo,  John  Clarke,  Edmund  Ruffin,  Thomas  Walke,  Gawin 
Hamilton,  John  Hopkins,  Thomas  Towles,  William  Brent,  William  Russell,  Henry  Tazewell  and  Thomas  Mat- 
thews. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  the  honorable  Mr.  Speaker,  John  Cropper,  Wilson  Cary  Ni- 
cholas, John  Trigg,  Robert  Clarke,  Moses  Hunter,  John  Ward,  Thomas  Collier,  French  Strother,  James  Pendleton, 
Joseph  Jones  of  Dinwiddle,  George  Wray,  William  Gatewood,  Thomas  West,  William  Pickett,  John  Crittendon, 
Alexander  White,  Thomas  Smith,  George  Clendinnen,  Isaac  Vanmiter,  Garland  Anderson,  John  Scasbrook  Wills, 
John  Heath,  Anthony  Street,  Francis  Corbin,  William  Curtis,  Bennet  Tompkins,  Thomas  Gaskins,  William  Ronald, 
Edward  Bland,  John  Fauntleroy,  John  Hayes,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Surry,  John  Howell  Briggs,  Richard  Lee,  James 
Montgomery  and  Joseph  Prentis. 

And  then  the  said  amendment,  as  amended,  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  other  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  being  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  severally  put  thereupon, 
disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

And  the  said  bill,  being  further  amended  at  the  clerk's  table; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  'discouraging  extensive  credits,  and  repealing  the 
act  'prescribing  the  method  of  proving  b.'ok  debts;"  "imposing  duties  on  certain  articles  in  aid  of  the  public  reve- 
nue;" "for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  'for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turoen- 
tine;"  "for  establishing  and  reviving  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  sundry  places;"  and  "for  the  encouragement  of 
marrififj-es  with  the  Indians,''  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofi'iill  to-morrow 

And  then  the  House  adjo'irned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
M5 
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SATURDAY,  November  27,  1784. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "punishing  certain  oflences  injurious  to  the  tranquillity  of  this  Commonwealth;"  was  read 
the  third  iiUK';  anri  t'lP  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass; 
It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes,     44.  Noes,     43. 

Resohed,  That  the  title  of  the  bill  be,  "  an  act,  punishing  certain  offences  injurious  to  the  tranquillity  of  this 
Commonwealth." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Breckenridge  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Robert  Clarke,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Ronald ; 

Ordered  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  for  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  be  inserted  in  the 
Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Edward  Carter,  Samuel  Sherwin,  John  Booker,  Nicholas 
Cabell,  Willijim  Meredith,  Zachariah  Johnston,  Archibald  Stuart,  George  Hancock,  Samuel  Hawes,  jun.  Jacob  Mor- 
ton Bernard  IMarkliam,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  William  Watkins,  John  Marshall,  Thomas  Underwood,  John  Cole- 
man, Ralpli  Humphreys,  William  Norvell,  William  Walker,  Philip  Barbour,  Benjamin  Pope,  William  Thornton, 
•  'Richard  Bland  Lee,  William  Anderson,  John  Glenn,  John  Breckenridge,  Littleton  Eyre,  James  Madison,  jun. 
Charles  Porter,  Benjamin  Lankford,  Williain  Dix,  William  Mayo,  Jun.  John  Clarke,  Edmund  Ruffin,  jun.  Thomas 
Wa'ke,  Gawin  Hamilton,  John  Hopkins,  Thomas  Towles,  Bailey  Washington,  William  Brent,  William  Langhorne, 
William  Russell,  Henry  Tazewell  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  tiie  negative  are,  the  honorable  Mr.  Speaker,  John  Cropper,  Wilson  Cary 
Nicholas,  John  Trigg,  Robert  Clarke,  Moses  Hunter,  John  Ward,  Thomas  Collier,  French  Strother,  James  Pendle- 
ton, Joseph  Jones  of  Dinwiddle,  George  Wray,  William  Gatewood,  Tliomast  West,  William  Pickett,  John  Critten- 
den, Roger  Thompson,  Alexander  White,  Thomas  Smith,  Andrew  Donnelly,  George  Clendinnen,  Isaac  Vanmiter, 
Garland  Anderson,  Turner  Southall,  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  Robert  Marshall,  Benjamin  Temple,  John  Heath,  Antho- 
ny Street,  Francis  Corbin,  William  Curtis,  Willis  Riddick,  Daniel  Sanford,  Bennett  Tompkins,  Thomas  Gaskins, 
William  Ronald,  Edward  Bland,  John  Fauntleroy,  John  Hayes,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  John  Howell  Briggs, 
Richard  Lee,  James  Montgomery,  William  Russell  and  Joseph  Prentis. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  appropriating  the  fees  of  the  Land  Office  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue,  and  placing  the  regis- 
ter, his  deputies  and  assistants,  on  the  civil  list ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  clause  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill  by  way  of  ryder,  "directing,  that  when  a  caveat 
should  be  determined  in  favor  of  the  person  who  entered  it,  the  fees  paid  to  the  register  by  him  shall  be  returned  to 
the  person  against  whom  it  was  entered ;"  and  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  read  three  times  was,  on  the  question 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  appropriating  the  fees  of  the  Land  Office  in  aid 
of  the  public  revenue,  and  placing  the  register,  his  deputies  and  assistants,  on  the  civil  list." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
A  bill,  "altering  the  place  of  holding  courts  in  the  county  of  Prince  George;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjusting  claiins  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  ser- 
vice;" was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Breckenridge  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  continue  an  act,  to  revive  and  amend  in  part  an  act, 
I'ntitled  'an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre- 
•;mption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  reso- 
lutions thereupon,  wliich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Bowycr,  praying  that  the  treasu- 
rer may  he  directed  to  receive  of  the  sherlft' of  tlie  county  of  Augusta,  all  the  notes  for  hemp  and  deer-skins,  delivered 
at  the  inspection  in  tlie  said  county,  before  the  20tii  of  April  1784,  in  discharge  of  the  taxes  for  the  year  1783,  at  the 
prices  allowed  hy  law  for  the  same,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  eommittec,  That  the  petition  of  John  Liggon,  praying  that  his  lot,  which 
was  taken  hy  iht'  directors  of  the  public  buildings  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  for  the  "use  of  the  public,  and  which  re- 
mains unsold,  may  be  restored  to  him,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  John  Liggon,  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  for 
(he  use  of  the  said  lot  and  houses  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  50/.  per  annum,  to  he  computed  from  the  11th  day  of  April 
1781,  to  the  time  the  Executive  authorised  hi:n  to  receive  the  rents  for  the  same. 

Ordrri'i!,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  cairy  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Corbin  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Governor,  with  the  resolution  of  this  House 
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of  Wednesday  last,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  waited  upon  him,  and  presented  him  with  the  said  re- 
solution, to  which  lie  was  pleased  tc  return  the  following  answer : 

"  Gentlemen, — I  feel  myself  so  deeply  impressed  with  gratitude  for  the  honorable  testimony  you  have  been  nleased 
to  communicate  of  the  unanimous  approbation  of  my  administration  by  that  great  and  respectable  body,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  that  words  are  wanting  to  express  my  full  sense  of  the  obligations  they  have  laid  me  under. 
To  deserve  well  of  my  country,  and  to  be  useful  to  it,  have  been  my  first  wishes,  and  were  my  only  motives  for  un- 
dertaking the  arduous  task  of  Government.  I  am  happy  to  have  succeeded  so  far  as  to  have  given  general  satisiac- 
tion  ;  and  feel  a  sensible  mortification,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  render  more  essential  service.  Much  is  j-et  want- 
ing before  we  can  enjoy  that  happiness  which  nature  has  placed  within  the  reach  of  the  possessors  of  this  great  and 
fertile  country;  but  I  have  my  hopes  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when  we  shall  feel  and  see  our  own  importance, 
and  complete  the  foundation  of  our  future  greatness.  I  request  the  favor  of  you,  gentlemen,  to  represent  to  your  hono- 
rable House,  the  high  sense  I  entertain  of  the  additional  obligations  they  have  laid  me  under,  by  their  polite  and 
friendly  wishes  for  my  domestic  happiness ;   and  to  assure  them,  I  shall  ever  bear  them  in  grateful  remembrance. 

BENJAMIN  HARRISON." 
The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  report 
ed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,^ 
and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  ^ 
•where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  tiie  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  for  the  more  convenient  administration  of  justice  through- 
out this  Commonwealth,  circuit  courts  ought  to  be  established. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  every  act  or  acts  of  Assembly,  as  impose  a 
tax  of  5s.  per  hundred  acres  of  lands  granted  by  patent,  ought  to  be  amended. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  resolution;  and  that  ?»Iessrs.  Madison,  Breck- 
enridge,  Stuart,  Tazewell,  Corbin,  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  and  Ronald,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  2d  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Matthews,  Ronald, 
and  Johnston,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  ]\louday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
Mate  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  be  requested  to  cause  copies  of  the  articles  of  Confederation,  the  Declaration  of 
Rights,  and  the  Constitution  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  be  printed  and  bound  together,  and  to  distribute  the  same 
through  the  several  counties,  in  like  manner  and  proportion  as  the  laws  are  directed  to  be  distributed;  and  thai  the 
Executive  be  moreover  requested  to  send  one  copy  to  every  county  court  clerk,  to  be  by  him  kept  among  the  retards 
of  the  same,  accessible  to  all  who  may  think  proper  to  consult  them.  ' -^. 

And  the  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
.  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  lo  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  for  the  recovery  of  slaves,  horses,  and  other 
property  lost  during  the  war;"  and  that  Messrs.  Southall,  Carter  and  Ronald,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  be  discharged  from  further 
proceeding  upon  the  accounts,  letters,  and  other  papers,  respecting  the  claim  of  Sir.  Oliver  Pollock,  against  this  State; 
and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Matthews,  Jones  of  King  George,  Ronald,  John  Marshall,  and  Tazewell. 

A  petition  of  sundry  persons,  projirietors  of  the  town  of  Clarksburg,  in  the  county  of  Harrison,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  establishing  the  said 
town,  and  appointing  trustees  therefor. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Natlianiel  Fox,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  notwithstanding  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Assembly  has  declared  that  he  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  emoluments  of  an  officer  of 
the  continental  line,  yet  the  auditors  refuse  to  grant  him  certificates  for  the  commutation  of  the  half  pay ;  and  pray- 
ing that  the)'  may  be  directed  to  issue  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  lie  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  '•  to  ex- 
plain and  amend  the  act,  discouraging  extensive  credits,  and  repealing  the  act,  prescribing  the  method  of  proving 
book-debts;"  "imposing  duties  on  certain  articles  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue;"  "for  further  continuing  and  amend- 
ing the  act,  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine;"  "for  establishing  and  reviving  the  in- 
spection of  tobacco  at  sundry  places;"  and  "for  the  encouragement  of  marriages  with  the  Indians,"  being  read; 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  oioruing,  10  o'clock. 
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MONDAY,  November  29,  1784. 
An  engrossed  bill,  "for  altering  the  place  for  holding  courts  in  the  county  of  Prince  George;"  was  read  the 

'""   Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  altering  the  place  for  holding  courts  in  the 

county  of  Prince  George."  ,     ,  ■„        ,     o       .         j  i    •     *u  • 

Ordered   That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desne  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for 
public  service;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  adjusting 
claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  continue  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  revive  and  amend  in  part,  an  act,  entitled  an  act,  '  for  giving  further 
time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Jefler- 

rson,  into  two  distinct  counties ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Berkeley 
and' Hampshire,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fol- 

iowcth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  counties  of 
Hampshire  and  Berkeley,  praying  that  a  new  county  may  be  formed  out  of  the  lower  end  of  the  former  and  the  upper 
])art  of  the  latter,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  county 
of  Berkeley,  in  opposition  thereto,  is  reasonable. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  John  MofTett,  to  them  referred,  and  agreed 
upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
tlie  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  there  are  considerable  errors  in  the  judgment  obtained  in  the  General  Court, 
against  the  said  Moffett,  as  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Fauquier,  for  balance  of  taxes  for  the  year  1782;  that  the  said 
Mofl'ett,  in  order  to  discharge  the  balance  due  on  the  said  judgment,  hath  sold  the  tract  of  land  whereon  he  lived,  and 
deposited  the  bond  for  the  sale  thereof,  amounting  to  700/.  and  which  was  payable  the  24th  of  this  month,  in  the  hands 
of  his  securities ;  that  the  estates  of  the  deputy  sherift's,  which  were  conveyed  to  the  said  Mofl'ett,  and  which  were  the 
only  security  he  could  obtain,  will  not  exceed  the  value  of  4  or  500/. ;  so  that  he  will  lose,  in  any  event,  by  the  office 
of  sherifl',  near  the  amount  of  the  sales  of  his  land. 

It  furtiier  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Mofl'ett  has  paid  about  SOO?.  in  part  of  the  execution  issued 
against  his  estate,  for  1,069/.  3^.  Id. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Mofl'ett,  is  reasonable. 
Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  all  further  proceedings  on  the  judgment  obtained  against 
the  said  Mofl'ett,  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  balance  of  taxes,  ought  to  be  staid  until  the  1st  day  of  May  next. 
Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  interest  and  damages  on  the  said  judgment  ought  to 
be  remitted  the  said  Moffett;  Provided,  the  principal  and  costs  thereof  be  paid  on  or  before  the  said  1st  day  of  May- 
On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  and  resolutions  be  re-committed  to  the  commif.ee  of  I'ropositions  and  Grievances. 
Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  bad  under  (heir  consideration,  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Hanover 
and  Henrico,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon  ;  whicii  he  read  in 
Jiis  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  boundary  line  between  the  said  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico,  along 
Chickahoiiiiuy  swamp,  has  never  been  ascertained,  (except  only  in  a  few  instances,  and  those  by  the  consent  of  pir- 
sons  holding  the  adjacent  lands,)  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  county  court  of  Henrico  to  appoint  commissioners,  to 
meet  those  appointed  by  the  county  court  of  Hanover  for  that  purpose ;  and  that  a  majority  of  the  persons  hold.iig 
lands  adjacent  to  the  said  swamp,  are  desirous  that  a  boundary  line  should  be  established  by  marked  trees. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  counties  nf 
Hanover  a«»d  Henrico,  praying  that  a  dividing  line  between  the  said  counties,  may  be  run  along  the  main  braneii  of 
CiiickahoHMiiy  swamp,  h  reasonable;  Frovided,  that  such  line  shall  not  afi'ect  the  rights  of  individuals  to  lands  on  the 
said  swamp. 
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Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  enable  the  representatives  of  officers  entitled  to  bounties  in 
land  for  military  services,  to  hold  such  lands  under  certain  restrictions,  though  such  representatives  may  be  aliens ;" 
and  that  Messrs.  Alexander  White,  Madison  and  Prentis,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  in  part  tlie  act,  'for  discouraging  extensive  credits,  and  repealing  the  act,  prescribing  the  method  of  prov- 
ing book  debts ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments 
thereto,  which  they  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Thursday 
last,  to  the  bill  "concerning  entries  and  suryeys  on  the  western  waters,"  which  lay  .on  the  table;  and  the  same  being 
read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  tlie  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"imposing  duties  on  certain  articles,  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Breckenridge  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  un^ler 
their  consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed 
him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  the  second  Monday  in  November  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  bill. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  no  petitions  be  presented  or  received  in  this  House,  after  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  two  petitions,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Blanks  Moody,  setting  forth,  that  he  was  one 
of  the  militia  ordered  from  the  county  of  Pittsj'lvania ;  and  at  the  battle  at  Guilford  courthouse,  received  a  wound  in 
his  right  shoulder,  which  has  entirely  deprived  him  of  the  use  of  his  arm,  and  compelled  him  to  expend  a  considerable 
sum  m  effecting  the  cure,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  121. 
for  his  present  relief,  and  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Brandon,  praying  relief  in  consi- 
deration of  the  loss  of  the  use  of  his  left  side,  occasioned  by  a  disorder  which  he  contracted  whilst  employed  as  an 
artificer  in  the  continental  army,  be  rejected. 

The  1st  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  2d  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  and  explain  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  adjusting 
and  settling  the  titles  of  claims  to  unpatented  lands,  under  the  present  and  former  government,  previous  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Commonwealth's  Land  Office;"  and  that  Messrs.  Marshall,  Breckenridge  and  Carrington,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  William  Payne,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed 
upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  on  the  5th  of  March  1776,  the  said  William  Payne,  was  appointed  a  lieuten^ 
ant  in  the  marine  service,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  until  he  was  appointed  a  captain  in  the  1st  Virginia  State  regi- 
ment, in  which  rank  he  served  until  the  25th  day  of  July  1778,  when  he  resigned  his  commission. 

It  also  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  William  Payne,  in  October  1780,  when  this  State  was  invaded 
by  General  Lesley,  raised  a  volunteer  corps  of  horse,  and  joined  Colonel  Senf,  who  commanded  at  North  West  River 
Bridge,  in  which  service  he  was  badly  wounded,  and  lay  confined  until  some  time  in  April  1781. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  William  Payne,  praying  that  the 
same  bounty  in  lands  may  be  allowed  him,  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  captain  serving  three  years,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr   Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

?Tir.  Carter  Henry  Harrrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  ortler,  had  under  their  consideration  a  petition  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
twice  reuti  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  ii  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Walter  Hopkins,  Caleb  Herbert,  James 
N  5 
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Herbert,  Jonathan  Herbert,  and  Michael  Payne,  praying  that  twenty-five  acres  and  a  quarter  of  land  at  Ferry  Point, 
in  tiie  county  of  Norfolk,  which  they  liavo  laid  ofl'  into  lots  and  streets,  may  be  established  a  town,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  '  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef, 
flour  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine;"  "  for  establishing  and  reviving  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  sundry  places;"  and 
='  for  the  encouragement  of  marriages  with  the  Indians,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  30,  1784. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  continue  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  revive  and  amend  in  part,  an  act,  '  for  giving  furtlier 
lime  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  continue  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  revive 
and  amend  in  part  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for 
locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Breckenridge  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
An   engrossed  bill,  "  concerning  entries  and  surveys  on  the  western  waters;"   was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  entries  and  surveys  on  the  western 
waters." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Marshall  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  extending  to  the  representatives  and  devisees,  being 
aliens,  of  officers  or  soldiers  who  have  served  during  the  late  war,  the  benefit  of  lands  granted  by  the  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  such  ofiicers  and  soldiers ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Wills  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "compelling  the  county  court  clerks  to  reside  in  the  county,  and 
to  prevent  them  from  moving  the  records  out  of  the  same ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hanover,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  great  extent  of  the  county  has,  for  a  considerable  time,  subjected  them 
to  many  inconveniences,  which  would  be  remedied  by  dividing  it  into  two  distinct  counties;  and  praying  that  an  act 
may  pass  to  that  efl'ect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  in  oppo- 
sition thereto. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Francis  West  and  Andrew  Little,  praying  that  the  register  of  the  Land  Ofiice,  may  be  direct- 
ed to  issue  warrants  to  them  for  their  bounties  of  land  for  military  services,  to  which  they  are  entitled  under  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  the  year  1763. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  and  land  holders  of  the  county  of  Caroline,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subscribed,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  appointing  trustees  to  superintend  the  clearing  of  Mattaponi  river. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Humphrey  Walker,  and  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  King  and  Queen,  whose 
names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  praying  that  a  tract  of  land  in  the  said  county,  which  was  in  the  year  1708,  laid  off 
for  a  town,  and  called  Walkerton,  may  be  vested  in  the  heir  of  John  Walker,  who  was  the  original  proprietor. 

Also,  a  j>etition  of  William  Pelham;  settini;  forth,  that  he  served  as  a  surgeon's  mate  and  surgeon,  from  the 
commencement  till  the  end  of  the  late  v^ar;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  a  bounty  in  lands. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Pr()|)osiiions  and  Grievances  ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matters  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Southall  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  tiie  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  recovery  of  slaves, 
horses,  and  other  property  lost  during  the  war;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

A  petition  ol  John  Jameson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  at  the  defeat  of  the  troops 
under  the  command  ol  Col.  Buford,  he  received  several  wounds,  which  have  rendered  him  unable  to  support  himself; 
and  praying  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Rinc  Rcpicaull;  praying  that  the  treasurer  may  be  directed  to  discharge  a  warrant  which  he 
has  received  from  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  for  necessaries  furnished  the  troops  under  the  command  of  General 
Clarke,  in  the  western  country. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  establishing  and  reviving  inspections  of  tobacco  at  sundry  places;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under 
their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carrington  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  considera- 
tion, and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House  should  think 
proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "for  fur- 
ther continuing  and  amending  the  act,  'for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar.  pitch  and  turpentine;"  and  "  for 
the  encouragement  of  marriages  with  the  Indians,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  1,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  establishing  and  reviving  the  inspections  of  tobacco  at  sundry  places ;"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  establishing  and  reviving  the  inspections  of 
tobacco  at  sundry  places." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "for  extending  to  the  representatives  and  devisees,  being  aliens,  of  officers  or  soldiers  who  have  served  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  the  benefit  of  lands  granted  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  to  such  officers  and  soldiers ;"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  compelling  the  county  court  clerks  to  reside  in  the  county,  and  to  prevent  their  removing  the  records 
out  of  the  same;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to- 
morrow. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  recovery  of  slaves,  horses  and  other  property,  lost  during  the 
war ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  John  Mayo,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  re- 
solution thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Mayo,  praying  that  an  act 
may  pass,  authorising  him  to  erect  a  toll  bridge  across  James  river,  between  the  towns  of  Richmond  and  Manchester, 
is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  several  letters,  papers  and  propositions,  respecting  the  restoration  of  property  escheated,  under 
the  laws  of  escheat  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects,  which  were  presented  to,  and  depending  at  the  last  session  of 
Assembly,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday 
last,  to  the  bill  "to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  discouraging  extensive  credits,  and  repealing  the 
act,  prescribing  the  method  of  proving  book  debts;"  which  lay  on  the  table,  and  the  same  being  read,  were  amended, 
and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Hou^-e  being  informed  that  Mr.  Robert  Sayers,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Montgomery,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  said  Robert  Sayers  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  the  encoiiragement  of  marriages  wiib  the  Indians;"  and  dftcv  some  time  spent  thi^rein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Taiewell  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  uuder  their  considera- 
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tion,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  wore  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  ihe  House. 
Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Norvell,  William  Watkins,  Towles,  Richard  Lee,  Ronald,  and  Wil- 
liam Thornton.  .   ^         ,  l       l-    tt         ,  •       i 

Ordered  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to  inform  them,  that  this  House  have  appointed  a  committee  to 
examine  the  treasurer's  accounts;  and  that  if  they  please  to  appoint  a  committee  of  their  House  for  that  purpose,  both 
conimiitees  may  proceed  to  the  business  together. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norvell  do  carry  the  said  message. 

Mr.  Carrington  reported,  according  to  order,  the  resolutions  agreed  to  yesterday  in  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  they  were  again  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Whereas,  by  the  4th  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  ratified 
and  exchanged  the  12th  day  of  May  last,  it  is  stipulated,  "that  creditors  on  either  side  shall  meet  with  no  lawful  im- 
pediment to  the  recovery  of  the  tull  value,  in  sterling  money,  of  all  bona  fide  debts  heretofore  contracted ;"  and  good 
faith  requiring  that  the  said  treaty  should  be  duly  executed  by  the  contracting  powers,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  thereof; 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  legal  impediments  now  existing  against  the  recovery  of 
debts  due  to  British  subjects  by  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  ought  to  be  removed. 

And  whereas,  the  almost  total  suspension  of  commerce,  and  the  devastation  and  loss  of  property,  sustained  by  the 
citizens  in  the  course  (and  more  particularly  during  the  invasions  of  the  enemy)  of  the  late  war,  h.ath  disabled  thein 
from  complying  with  the  said  4th  article  of  the  treaty,  by  prompt  or  speedy  payment ;  and  it  is  conceived  it  will  con- 
duce as  much  to  the  interest  of  the  creditors,  as  contribute  to  the  ease  and  relief  of  the  debtors,  should  the  balances 
that  may  be  found  due,  be  discharged  in  a  course  of  annual  payments; 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  bringing  to  settlement,  se- 
curing and  paying  ofl'  the  debts  due  by  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  to  British  subjects,  in  conformity  with  the  4th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  peace. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  debts  should  be  divided  into  seven  annual  pay- 
ments; the  first  of  which  shall  commence  and  become  due  on  the  1st  day  of  April  1796;  that  on  striking  the  balance 
between  debtor  and  creditor,  no  interest  be  stated  from  the  19th  day  of  April  in  the  year  1775,  until  the  3d  day  of 
March  1783,  on  specialty  or  otherwise. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  some  more  speedy  and  effectual  mode  of  redress,  than  is 
now  allowed  by  law,  ought  to  be  offered  to  those  who,  being  answerable  as  securities  for  the  debts  of  others,  may  be 
brouglu  into  danger  by  tiie  removal  of  debtors. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  no  execution  shall  be  awarded  against  the  body  of  any 
citizen,  or  any  judgment  which  may  be  obtained  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  acts  ought  to  pass  to  prevent  the  further  operation  of  the 
laws  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  iMessrs.  Carrington,  Jones 
of  King  George,  Madison,  Grayson,  Carter  Henry  Harrison  and  Matthews,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  Edmund  Read,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon ;  whicli 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
10  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Edmund  Read,  praying  that  the 
auditors  of  public  accounts  may  be  empowered  to  liquidate  and  settle  his  accounts  upon  his  oath,  for  the  disburse- 
me.iis  of  considerable  sums  of  money  advanced  him  by  the  public,  whilst  commanding  a  troop  of  horse  in  Major  Nel- 
son's corps  of  dragoon:-,  the  vouchers  for  a  great  part  of  which  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  the  year  1781,  is 
reasoiiaLile;  upon  tlie  petitioner's  previously  making  oath,  that  he  actually  took  the  necessary  voucliers  for  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  said  money,  and  thai  they  were  destroyed. 

Ordered,  Ttiat  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  immediately  advance  to  Martin  Murphey,  one  year's  pension,  who  has  by  this  present 
session,  been  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

And  the  said  ii'solution  biing  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  do  carry  the  resolution  to  tiie  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
The  House  proceedtd   to  consider  the  resolution  reported  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  respecting  William 
Brandon,  which  lay  on  the  table  ;  and  the  same  being  read,  is  as  follows: 

liisnii'd,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Brandon,  praying  reliei',  in  consi- 
deraiiou  oi  the  loss  of  ilie  use  of  iiis  left  side,  occasioned  by  a  disortler  which  he  contracieil  wlnLl  employed  as  an 
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artificer  in  the  continental  service,  is  reasonable ;  that  the  treasurer  adtance  him  201.  for  his  present  relief,  and  that 
he  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

And  the  said  resolution  being:  again  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  on  the  17th  day  of  December  1781,  that  a  bust  of  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  be  directed  to  be  made  in  Paris,  of  the  best  marble  employed  for  such  purposes,  with  the  following  inscrip- 
tion : 

"  Tills  bust  was  voted  on  the  17th  day  of  December  1781,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia, 
to  the  honor  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  major-general  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  late  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  Virginia,  as  a  lasting  monument  of  his  merit,  and  their  gratitude ;" 
.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  be  authorised  and  desired  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  carrying  the  said  vote  into  execution,  out  of  the  fund  allotted  for  the  contingencies  of  government;  and  that 
he  cause  the  said  bust  to  be  presented  in  the  name  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  pity  of  Paris,  with  a  request  that 
the  same  may  be  accepted  and  preserved  in  some  public  place  in  the  said  city. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  as  a  furtiier  mark  of  the  lasting  esteem  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  illustrious 
qualities  and  services  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  the  Governor  with  advice  of  Council,  be  authorised  and  desired 
to  cause  another  bust  of  ,iim,  with  a  similar  inscription,  to  be  procured  by  draft  on  the  said  fund ;  and  that  the  same, 
wnen  procured,  be  fixed  in  such  public  place  at  the  seat  of  government,  as  may  hereafter  be  appointed  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  statue  voted  by  the  General  Assembly  to  General  Washington. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  twice  read  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  petition  of  Alexander  Spotswood  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praj'ing  to  be  allowed  such  a  bounty      '/ 
in  lands,  as  his  services  in  the  American  army  during  the  late  war,  may  entitle  him  to. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Richard  Apperson,  to  the  same  efiect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Samuel  Bell,  to  the  same  efiect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Purvis,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Carter,  to  the  same  efiect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Vivian  Brooking  ;  praying  that  the  interest  and  damages,  upon  a  judgment  obtained  against 
liim  as  sherift'  of  Amelia  county,  for  the  balance  of  the  taxes  due  for  the  year  1782,  may  be  remitted. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Hugh  Wallace,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  the  treasurer  may  be  directed 
to  pay  him  immediately  the  arrears  of  the  pension  which  was  granted  him  in  the  year  1778,  in  consideration  of  a 
wound  received  at  the  battle  at  Brandywine. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Patrick  liockhart ;  praying  that  a  sum  of  money  which  he  paid  for  a  mare  for  the  public 
service,  whilst  serving  in  the  quarter-master's  department,  may  be  reimbursed  to  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Mountjoy;  praying  that  a  sum  of  money  expended  by  him  on  public  account,  whilst 
employed  in  the  recruiting  service,  may  be  reimbursed  to  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Gist;  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  directed  to  grant  him  warrants  for  a  pension 
which  was  granted  him  for  life,  in  the  year  1763,  in  consequence  of  a  wound  received   in  an  engagement  with  the       • 
Indians. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Peter  Lafargue  and  Company,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  pursu- 
ance of  instructions  from  the  Executive,  the  solicitor  general  has  liquidated  their  accounts  against  the  State,  but  has 
made  from  them  considerable  deductions  which  they  conceive  are  neither  just  nor  reasonable;  and  praying  that  their 
accounts  may  be  reaudited;   and  that  the  fund  out  of  which  the  balance  may  be  paid,  may  be  pointed  out. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  vestrymen  of  Southfarnham  parish  in  the  county  of  Essex,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read; 
praying  that  the  vestry  of  the  said  parish  may  be  dissolved,  and  another  elected  in  its  place. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Rockbridge,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  set- 
tang  forth,  that  they  conceive  any  interference  of  the  Legislature  in  aid  of  religion  by  assessments  for  its  support  or 
otherwise,  unequal,  impolitic  and  without  their  power;  and  that  many  evils  flow  from  the  present  constitution  of  go- 
vernment, which  being  only  a  temporary  measure,  adopted  without  the  assent  of  the  people,  is  found  to  possess  many 
defects,  and  to  require  reform,  and  amendment;  and  praying  that  no  step  may  be  taken  in  aid  of  religion,  but  tiiat  it 
be  left  to  its  own  superior  and  successful  influence ;  and  that  by  a  convention  of  the  people;  to  be  recommended  by 
this  House,  or  some  other  proper  mode,  the  constitution  of  government  may  be  revised,  amended  and  rendered  per- 
manent. 

Orrlered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 
O  5 
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A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  cownty  of  Montgomery,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  suifer  many  inconveniences  from  the  exactions  and  impositions 
of  pubhc  officers,  and  the  present  mode  of  administering  justice,  as  well  as  from  their  remote  and  distant  situation 
from  the  seat  of  government;  and  praying  that  the  Legislature  will  make  some  full  and  effectual  provision  for  their 
relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill,  "for  estab- 
lishing circuit  courts;"  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bill  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour, 
♦ar,  pitch  and  turpentine,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock 


THURSDAY,  December  2,   1784. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Dandridge  Claiborne,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  ol  King  William, 
attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  ;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence,  when  the  House 
was  called  over  on  Saturday  the  13th  ultimo; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Dandridge  Claiborne  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Peter  Saunders,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Henry,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Peter  Saunders  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  extending  to  the  representatives  and  devisees,  being  aliens  of  officers  or  soldiers  who  have 
served  during  the  late  war,  the  benefit  of  lands  granted  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  to  such  officers  and  sol- 
diers;" was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein'filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  extending  to  the  representatives  and  devisees, 
being  aliens  of  officers  or  soldiers  who  have  served  during  the  late  war,  the  benefit  of  lands  granted  by  the  laws  of 
this  Commonwealth  to  such  officers  and  soldiers." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  iMadison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  the  encouragement  of  marriages  with  the  Indians;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

Mr.  William  Watkins  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  and  re- 
duce the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco  into  one  act;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
)iad,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  agreed  upon  a  report,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  wliich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  in  the  case  of  John  Moffett,  that  in  order  to  discharge  the  balance  due  on  the  judg- 
ment obtained  against  him  in  the  General  Court,  he  hath  sold  the  tract  of  land  whereon  he  lived,  and  deposited  the 
bond  for  the  sale  thereof,  amounting  to  700/.  and  which  was  payable  the  24th  of  November  last,  in  the  hands  of  his 
securities;  that  the  estates  of  his  d(!puty  sheriffs  which  were  conveyed  to  him,  and  which  were  the  only  security  he 
could  obtain,  will  not  exceed  the  value  of  four  or  five  hundred  pounds ;  so  that  he  will  lose  in  any  event  by  the  office 
of  slicriff  nearly  tlie  amount  of  the  sale  of  his  lands. 

It  also  appears  that  the  said  Moffett,  has  paid  about  bOOl.  in  part  of  the  execution  issued  against  his  estate  for 
1,GG9/.  is.  Id.  ^ 

It  appears  to  your  committee  in  the  case  of  James  Purvis,  that  he  enlisted  in  the  1st  Virginia  regiment,  on  the 
5th  day  of  September  1775;  and  on  the  7th  day  of  March  1777,  was  appointed  an  ensign,  in  wiiich  capacity  he 
acted  until  the  18ili  of  February  1778,  when  he  resigned;  that  in  the  montli  of  January  1779,  he  was  appointeil  a 
lieutenant  ni  the  regiment  to  guard  the  convention  prisoners:  in  which  capacity  and  that  of  a  captain,  he  acted  until 
the  month  of  June  1781,  when  the  said  regiment  was  disbanded. 

Resolved,  that  tt  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Moffett,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  all  further  proceedings  on  the  judgment  obtained  against 
the  said  Moffett,  on  beiialf  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  balance  of  taxes,  be  stayed  until  the  1st  of  M:iy  next. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  interest  and  daina-es  on  the  said  judgment  be  remit- 
ted the  -aid  Moffett,  provided  the  principal  and  costs  thereof  be  paid  on  or  before  the  1st  dav  of  Vlay  next. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  James  Purvis,  praying  iliat  he  may 
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be  allowed  the  same  bounty  in  lands,  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  captain  serving  three  years  in  the  continental  army,  is 
reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Caroline,  to 
them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in 
at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  part  of  tiie  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county  of  Caroline,  as  prays  that  the  persons  holding  lands  on  the  river  Mattaponi,  may  be  compelled  to  defray  tho 
expense  of  clearing  the  same,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  further  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  pray  that  the 
expense  of  clearing  the  said  river,  may  be  defrayed  by  the  counties  of  King  and  Queen,  King  William  and  Caroline, 
be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  the  said 
river  may  be  cleared  by  subscription,  and  thereafter  kept  clear  of  hedges  or  stops  made  for  catching  fish,  or  other 
obstructions  occasioned  by  such  hedges  or  stops,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  last  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Jane  Vobe,  praying  that  she  may  receive 
payment  of  a  liquidated  claim  against  the  public,  amounting  to  91/.  5s.  9d.  being  the  balance  of  General  Nelson's 
expenses,  incurred  by  him  whilst  he  boarded  at  the  petitioner's  house  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  during  his  command 
of  the  militia  of  this  State,  in  the  year  1781,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  petitioner,  out 
of  the  military  fund. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Peter  Francisco,  praying  that  he  may  re- 
ceive from  the  public  some  compensation  for  his  particular  services,  whilst  acting  as  a  volunteer  light  dragoon  to  the 
southward  in  Colonel  Washington's  legionary  corps ;  and  also,  that  an  allowance  may  be  made  him  for  a  valuable 
horse  and  accoutrements  which  he  lost  whilst  in  that  service,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize ;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Madison  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  whom  the  bill  "  for  further  continuing  the 
act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
House,  as  followeth : 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  petition  of  the 
committee  of  the  Cincinnati  Society  of  this  State;  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Corbin  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  establishing  a  provision  for  teachers  of  the  christian  religion ;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  he  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Marshall  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend 
an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles  of  claims  to  unpatented  lands  under  the  present  and  former 
government,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth's  Land  Office  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Matthews  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  provide  for  the  more  eflectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  5s. 
per  hundred  acres  on  lands  granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom ;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Coleman  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session. 

Tile  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  enclosing  a  letter  from  the  hon- 
orable  Samuel  Hardy,  esq.  and  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  betvyeon  the  United  States  and  the  Six  Nations; 
which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  William  Johnson  and  Isaac  Burnet,  executors  of  Richard  Johnson,  deceased,  was  presented  to  the 
H  usi',  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1770,  their  testaor  was  prosecuted  on  bahaif  of  the  king,  for  a  libel, 
an  •  was,  by  the  general  court,  fined  1000/. ;  that  their  testator  has  left  a  wife  and  four  childieii  who  would  be  greatly 
distressed  if  the  said  fine  was  levied  on  his  estate;  and  prayiug  tliat  the  same  may  be  remitted. 
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Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  officers,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  others  who  were  formerly  stationed  at  Fort  Ran- 
dolph on  the  river  Ohio ;  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  directed  to  grant  them  certificates  for  the  depreciation  of 
their  pay ;  and  that  they  may  in  other  respects  be  put  on  the  same  footing  with  the  troops  on  continental  estabhshment. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common  Council  of  the  town  of  Alexandria;  praying  that  an  act 
may  pass  appointing  Robert  Adam,  Richard  Conway,  George  Gilpin,  John  Saunders  and  Neill  Mooney,  commis- 
sioners for  the  purpose  of  levelling  the  streets  in  the  said  town;  and  that  they  may  be  empowered  to  adopt  such  other 
rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  same,  as  to  them  shall  seem  best. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  setting 
forth  that  they  conceive  the  nomination  of  the  commissioners  for  superintending  the  levelling  the  streets  in  the  said 
town  by  the  Common  Council,  as  highly  injudicious,  two  of  the  gentlemen  having  actually  prejudged  and  determined 
the  same,  and  whose  opinions  v.ere  by  no  means  approved  of  by  the  petitioners ;  and  praying  that  the  said  nomination 
may  be  altered. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  tiie  merchants,  traders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  expected  after  the  glorious  ter- 
mination of  the  late  war,  that  we  should  enjoy  an  unrestrained  trade  with  the  whole  world;  but  to  their  astonishment, 
find  that  many  of  the  commercial  powers  in  Europe,  particularly  Great  Britain,  have  laid  such  restrictions  upon 
American  trade  as  almost  entirely  to  prohibit  it;  that  as  commerce  can  only  be  supported  upon  the  grounds  of  reci- 
procity, they  hope  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  will  exert  itself  to  have  these  restraints  removed,  or  that  foreigners 
may  be  subject  to  them  in  America. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  Honse  to  resolve  itself  into  a  coramittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills,  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef, 
flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine;"  and  "compelling  the  county  court  clerks  to  reside  in  the  county,  and  to  prevent 
rhem  from  removing  the  records  out  of  the  same;"  being  read; 

Ordered,  Tljat  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  3,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill  "for  further  continuing  the  act  'for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State;"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  tiie  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act  for  further  continuing  the  act  'for  calling  in  and 
funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill  "for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Wednesday  next. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  an  act,  to  'amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  commiitee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  Tuesday  next. 

A  bill,  "for  establishing  a  provision  for  teachers  of  the  christian  religion;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  v\  hole  House,  on  Thursday  next. 

A  bill,  "to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles  of  claimers  to  unpa- 
tented lands,  under  the  present  and  lornier  government,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealtli's  Land 
Offtce;"  was  read  tlie  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Tuesday 
next. 

A  bill,  "to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  bs.  per  hundred  acres,  on  lands  granted  by  pa- 
tent, and  to  appropriate  the  money  iirising  therefrom ;"  was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
committee  of  liie  whole  House,  en  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Watkins  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining 
the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections ;"  and  tlie  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carringion  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  prevent  the  future  operation  of  the  laws  concerning 
escheats  and  forffiiures  from  British  subjects ; "  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Norvi  II  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
thu  coi,  iler;iti(in  the  petition  of  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Manchester,  in  the  county  of  Chesterfield;  and  of 
Wilham  Logwood  and  Richard  Elam,  to  them  referred,  and  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  several  resolutions 
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*e™pc„.  which  h.  ,»d  i„  hi.  p>.ce,  o„d  ufte™.ds  delivered  „.  .,  ,h.  cU,W.  ,ab..,  whe„  ,h.  s..e  were  a^.in 
twice  read  and  agreed  lo  b,  Ihe  Bouse,  »'/'"''"''''  ^,.„  u,,„„„  ,be  slebe  of  .he  said  parish,  and  the  lands  o( 

the  ,,^i5ss  wi\°iarL~".:'.w:xs  "^aiTir^i^^'-'y  -'  ^.^  »»™^«'"^^.  ™'-  -  >- 
*;:,r,ri':::™;rof\:?^*e  i  iiirLT^hStne^ri-red-o  t„e  ia»d.  of  „»  ..id  »„».,„  L.«„ood,  r„ 

'""E-.teJ^i:.".;,:?;^  ,t :",:.»  e/.t  ri*  Tha,  .o  -ch  or,h^said  ped,io.„  as  p,.,s  ,l,at  an  ac, 
„a,,  fe'l;t«dr;:rr=/,te"="'e;;  nid1let»5  .he  l.„ds  of  ,h?  pe.i.,«n.c  Richard  Elan,,  the 
""■'Sr^r'Ki  :«"o"  h-;:f  b^Soig.:.  if  ;:ta„,  .o  ,he  sma  tesomtio.,  ■.  ..i  .ha.  «,»  co.»i..ee  for  Religion,-^ 
"  ^KfTbaf  M,.'Fa™:^o,  have  leave  -»  fe  .hse,,..o.  .he  service  .f«™  ^ 

Friday  next.  ,     i,t      *    j  / 

A  messace  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson :  K^ninmin  Sniller  a  bounty  in  lands  ;  also,^ 

Mr.  SplAKER,-The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolu  ion    S^^^^^S^fp^f JXll-''  and  ''giving  John  HoomesT 

'"''Sr;ad1l'"el'tt:he  co„„i..ee  for  Co.r,s  of  J„s.iee,.ha.  the^^^^^^^^^^ 

the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  ^^e  ^^"^j;' f  *f  °^^'";;i^,  „„„,ht  to  be  authorised  to  put  on  the  pen- 
Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opmwn  of  ths  committee,  ^Jat  th«  b^ecuuve  oug  ^^^^^^  ^^.^j^ 

don  list  all  officers  and   soldiers,  who  have  been  wounded   n  the  service  ot  their  coun   y, 

entitled  to  the  same,  upon  application  being  made  to  »''^"\'';^'^^  °'-   . ,  „g,„,ution  •  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
Ordered,  That  a   bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution,  anu 

of  Justice,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same.  Pmno^itions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 

Mr.CarteUenryHarrisonreported  from  the  commit  eeo^  ;^^  ^^  ^,^^^^^^3,. 

according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  P^  '"°'^  °'  ^^1™^  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 

red,  and  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  had  come  to  several  'f  ^^^^j  ""l^'^'^^'^^^^^  t„  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 
wards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table   where  ^^e  same  w  re  ag  .^^^^^^^^  ^^^^  .^^    ,^,^  12th  Virginia 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the   said   David  ""^ '~'2^' {^^^^^X^^.  ^r^^^  when  he  was  allowed  to  retire 
regiment  m  December   1776,  and  continued  to  act  -^./^^-Q,"'  ,  ,—  i"  »'-  -•'">' '  ^'^^  '^^'^  '" 

fr  m  the  service  until  he  should  be  called  on,  or  until  theie  f  °"'^  °^^,^^ ''^^  ^...e  a  board  of  officers  convened  at 
the  vear  1781,  the  said  David  Williams  went  to  the  --^-^^^'^"'^j,^^;  g.';!„SbL  were  never  approved  of  by  the 
Cumberland  Old  Courthouse,  and  superseded  him  as  an  absentee,  but  then  pioceeaing 

commander  in  chief.  c,„„l,^n  Aslihv  entered  into  the  continental  army   in  the  year  1776, 

It   appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  ^tepl'^"  As  by  entered   nto  ^^^^^  .^^  ^^^   ^,^^^ 

with  the  rank  of  captain,  and  coutmued  to  act  as  such  «f 'Ij'^^,;  ^"^^^7^"  °j  ;  ^"  ,,e  ,.e\:ruiting  service,  and  in  collect- 

1778,  when  he  became   a  supernumerary ;  that  afterwards  he  «a»  ^mp  oyed  in      e     e  g 

ins  and  mar.hing  recruits  to  the  places  of  &"-'- /^"^^.^.^y?^^'  '"J^^^^ /J  ^e  S  David  Williams,  praying  that  he 

Resolved,    that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  eomnnttee,  That  \''*^P^;°"°,/;', .;,,„,  three  years,  is  reasonable, 
.nay  be  allowed  the  same  bounty  in  lands,  as  is  by   -  S^"    °  ^     ^n    f  the  s?d  Stephen  Ashby,  praying  that  he 

liesohcd,  that  U  IS  the  opiiuon  of  ihu  committee    Ihat  ^'^^  P^""""  °'   g^^.;,,,,  three  years,  is  reasonable. 
„,av  be  allowed  the  san.e  portion  of  laud.,  as  is  by  law  given  to  « ,*^^P*^''\^'  J^^gi^,  and  desire  d.eir  concurrence. 

again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  ^^ '^""^^"'^  =  .^j„„  „f  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Harri- 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  th.s  commutee     ihat  the  P^  "  °"  "  ,     ^^jj  ^.^unty,  is  reasouai.le. 

son,  praying  that  a  town  may  be  established  at  ^^f^^^^^^^^'^^S.^T^Xntioit^e  county  of  Rock- 
Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  1  hat  the  petition  oi  ^u  , 

iuchain,  is  reasonaljle. 
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Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  treasurer  ought  to  receive  from  the  said  John  Thoma-, 
all  certificates  for  hemp  and  deer  skins,  which  bear  date  prior  to  the  20th  of  April,  and  were  payable  by  law,  in  dis- 
charge of  the  taxes  due  the  1st  day  of  January  1784. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  interest  and  damages  on  the  judgment  obtained  against 
the  said  John  Thomas  be  remitted,  provided  the  principal  and  costs  thereof  be  paid  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May  next. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Blandford, 
Davis's,  and  Boyd's,  is  reasonable;  and  that  they  be  credited  by  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  in  their  next  settle- 
ment, all  such  sums  of  money  as  they  may  have  paid  into  the  treasury,  over  and  above  the  duty,  or  taxes  payable  by 
law  between  the  30th  of  June  and  the  1st  day  of  October  1783. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  2d,  3d,  4th  and  5th  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire 
their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 
tr        Mh.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  respecting  the  liquidation  of  Edmund  Read's  accounts. 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  petition  of  Edmund  Curd,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  compensation  may  be  made 
him  for  a  horse,  which  he  surrendered  for  the  use  of  the  army,  whilst  commanding  a  company  of  militia  to  the 
southward. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Abraham  Buford,  praying  that  the  treasurer  may  be  directed  to  discharge  two  warrants  which 
he  received  in  November  1783,  and  which  were  not  payable  out  of  any  particular  fund. 
^1         Also,  a  petition  of  Harrison  Jones,  praying  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  in  consideration  of  a  wound  which 

A  he  received  at  the  battle  at  Guilford  courthouse,  and  which  renders  him  unable  to  support  himself. 
Also,  a  petition  of  James  Haggard ;  setting  forth,  that  during  his  services  in  the  army,  he  caught  a  violent  cold 
by  being  detached  on  duty  before  he  was  perfectly  recovered  from  the  smallpox,  which  has  thrown  him  into  a  con- 
sumption; and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Amy  Barrett;  setting  forth,  that  her  husband  was  a  lieutenant  on  board  an  armed  brig  in  the 
service  of  this  State,  and  being  taken  prisoner,  after  a  long  imprisonment  in  New-York,  died,  leaving  herself  and  two 
children  to  support  by  her  labor ;  and  praying  that  she  may  receive  the  arrearages  of  his  pay,  and  that  some  provision 
may  also  be  made  for  her  support. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that 
the  act  establishing  the  said  town,  appointed  only  seven  trustees,  which  number  is  too  small ;  and  praying  that  it  may 
be  enlarged  to  twelve. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Daniel  Brown,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  bounty  in  lands,  in  consideration  of  his  services  in 
the  American  army,  during  the  late  war. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Charles  Lee,  late  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Northumberland;  setting  forth,  that  the  severity  of 
the  last  winter,  and  the  inability  of  the  people  to  get  their  tobacco  inspected,  prevented  his  collecting  the  taxes  for  the 
year  1783,  before  the  law  for  receiving  commutables  had  expired ;  after  which,  the  treasurer  refused  to  receive  them ; 
the  solicitor  has  since  obtained  a  judgment  against  the  petitioner,  for  the  balance  that  now  remains  due;  and  praying 
that  the  same  may  be  suspended,  until  he  shall  be  enabled  to  discharge  the  same,  and  the  interest  and  damages  on  the 
said  judgment  be  remitted. 

Also,  a  petition  -of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Charles  City,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ; 
settmg  forth,  tiiat  the  court  day  of  the  said  county  is  inconvenient,  interfering  with  those  of  Henrico  and  New  Kent, 
and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  altered. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Sarah  Greene;  setting  forth,  that  being  a  slave,  and  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Greene, 
deceased,  he,  in  consideration  of  her  faithful  services,  at  his  death,  directed  his  wife  to  liberate  the  petitioner  and  her 
children;  that  the  widow  of  the  said  Greene,  soon  after  intermarrying  with  a  certain  Dr.  William  Savage,  insisted, 


ing  that  he  had  a  legal  right  to  them ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  confirming  the  liberty  of  herself  and 
children. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Mary  Eilegood  ;  setting  forth,  that  her  husband,  Jacob  Ellegood,  on  account  of  the  part  which 
he  took  in  the  late  war,  is  prohibited  from  returning  to  his  native  country ;  that,  except  in  tiiis  instance,  his  character 
has  ever  been  irreproachable ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  return,  and  attend  to  the  support  of  his  family 
and  education  of  his  children. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  societies  of  the  people  called  Menonists  and  Dunkards,  in  the  county  of  Rockingham;  set- 
ting forth,  that  the  tenets  of  their  religion  forbidding  them  to  take  up  :ir  's,  they  have  failed  to  attend  the  musters  and 
other  military  rails  in  the  said  county,  and  have  been  compelled  to  pay  fines  for  such  their  neglect;  and  praying  that 
an  act  may  pass  exempting  them  from  all  military  duty. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  persons  of  the  militia  of  Hampshire  county,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting 
forth,  that  since  the  restoration  of  peace,  they  conceive  four  private  and  one  general  muster  in  every  year,  would  be 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  disciplining  the  militia ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that  eflect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  for  amending  the 
several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections." 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  of  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
ef  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  on  the  bills  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the 
act,  'for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine;"  and  "compelling  the  county  court  clerks  to 
reside  in  the  county,  and  to  prevent  them  from  removing  the  records  out  of  the  same,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  4,  1784. 


A  bill,  "to  prevent  the  further  operation  of  the  laws  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects;'' 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Governor's  letter,  covering  sundry  certifi- 
cates transmitted  by  Oliver  Pollock,  Esq.  in  support  of  his  claim  against  this  State,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  on  having  recourse  to  the  Journals  of  your  House,  that  a  resolution  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  passed  the  27th  of  December  1782,  directing  the  auditors  to  issue  warrants  in  favor  of  the  said  Oliver 
Pollock,  for  3000/.  in  part  of  his  demand  upon  this  State,  and  having  made  application  to  the  auditors,  are  informed 
that  warrants  for  the  said  3000/.  were  accordingly  issued,  bearing  date  the  7th  of  January  1783. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  in  consequence  of  the  said  resolution,  the  following  certificates  were 
granted  to  the  said  Oliver  Pollock,  bearing  date  the  7th  of  January  1783,  viz:  3000/.  payable  the  1st  of  January 
1784;  3000/.  payable  the  1st  of  January  1735;  and  11,469/.  13s.  payable  the  1st  of  January  1787,  all  which  certi- 
ficates, amounting  to  17,469/.  18*.  carry  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  date  thereof  until 
payment. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  by  the  said  resolution,  it  is  admitted  that  a  farther  sum,  to  a  consid- 
erable amount,  is  due  to  the  said  Oliver  Pollock ;  but  the  auditors  are  directed  to  postpone  issuing  certificates  for 
the  same,  until  Mr.  Pollock  finds  such  security  as  may  be  approved  of  by  the  delegates  representing  this  State  in 
Congress,  for  the  indemnification  of  the  State  from  any  demands  for  certain  bills  drawn  by  him  on  Penet  de  Costa, 
Freres  and  Company. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  by  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  in  the  session  of 
May  1783,  for  reasons  therein  specified,  the  auditors  were  directed  to  issue  no  more  warrants  in  favor  of  the  said 
Oliver  Pollock,  and  the  treasurer  to  make  no  payments  on  those  already  issued,  until  farther  orders  from  the  General 
Assembly ;  which  resolution  your  committee  beg  leave  to  refer  to.  Your  committee  having  inspected  the  said  Oliver 
Pollock's  accounts,  and  compared  them  with  the  vouchers  and  certificates  transmitted  by  him  in  support  of  his  demands 
on  this  State,  and  having  referred  to  the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  liquidate  and  adjust  the  claims  of 
western  creditors,  and  having  also  paid  due  regard  to  the  aforesaid  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly,  are  of  opin- 
ion that  a  larger  sum  will,  on  a  fair  adjustment  of  Mr.  Pollock's  accounts,  be  found  due  to  him,  than  the  amount  of 
the  certificates  which  have  been  granted  him  ;  but  it  requiring  more  time  to  form  a  correct  statement  of  those  accounts, 
and  to  examine  the  vouchers  transmitted  in  support  of  them,  than  your  committee  can  devote  to  that  business,  they 
are  of  opinion,  the  final  liquidation  of  them  ought  to  be  committed  to  persons  of  reputation,  skilled  in  accounts. 
Your  conmiittee  have  also  considered  the  memorial  at  the  same  time  referred  to  them,  stating  the  distressed  situation 
of  Mr.  Pollock's  wife  and  children,  and  find  tliey  are  at  present  in  the  neighborhood  of  Philadelphia,  without  any 
other  dependence  for  a  support  than  the  benevolence  of  their  friends ;  and  are  of  opinion  that  a  sum  of  money  ought 
to  be  paid  to  Mrs.  Pollock  for  her  immediate  relief. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  suspension  imposed  by  a  resolution  of  May  session 
1783,  in  Mr.  Pollock's  case,  ought  to  be  withdrawn,  and  the  certificates  granted  to  Mr.  Pollock,  to  the  amount  of 
17,469/.  ISs.  considered  as  good  and  valid,  as  if  ihe  said  suspension  had  never  taken  place. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  treasurer  do  pay  from  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
for  1783,  the  balance  which  may  be  now  ilue  on  th^  w;ii  rants  granted  Oliver  Pollock,  diied  «!ie  7th  day  of  January 
1783,  with  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  date  until  payiuent;  and  that  the  same 
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be  uitimRtely  matle  good  out  of  the  money  arising  under  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act,  to  levy  certain  taxes  in  aid  of  the 
public  revenue,  and  to  apply  the  same  in  payment  of  the  debts  due  foreign  creditors." 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  do  direct 
a  re-setilement  of  the  said  Oliver  Polloik's  accounts  to  be  made,  by  referring  the  same  to  persons  skilled  in  accounts, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Executive  on  the  part  of  this  State,  and  by  the  said  Pollock  or  his  agent  on  his  behalf;  and 
that  such  settlement  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  at  then-  next  meeting,  that  funds  may  be  appropriated  for 
the  payment  of  any  balance  which  may  appear  due  from  this  State  to  the  said  Oliver  Pollock. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  auditors  do  issue  their  warrants  on  the  treasurer  to 
pay  to  Mr.  William  Turnbull,  as  agent  for  the  said  Oliver  Pollock,  in  part  of  the  certificates  granted  to  the  said  Pol- 
lock, the  sum  of  1000  dolhirs  immediately,  and  the  further  sum  of  1000  dollars  on  the  1st  day  of  May  next,  to  be 
charged  to  the  said  Oliver  Pollock  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth,  and  applied  by  the  agent  of  the  said  Pol- 
lock, in  support  of  Mrs.  Pollock  and  her  family;  and  that  the  auditors  do  take  in  certificates  equal  to  the  amount  of 
such  warrants. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Harrison,  and  Mann  Page,  be  added  to  the  committees  for  Religion  and  Courts  of  Jus- 
tice, and  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the 
appointment  of  naval  oflicers,  and  ascertaining  their  fees." 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "empowering  the  courts  of  Augusta  and  Rockbridge,  to  keep 
in  repair  the  road  leading  through  Rockfish  gap ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Johnson,  Breckenridge  and  Hays,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Matthews  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  sundry  merchants  to  them  referred,  and  come  to  a  resoludon  thereupon,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  sundry  merchants,  whose  names  are  there- 
unto subscribed,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  authorising  the  drawback  of  duties  paid  on  the  original  importation 
of  goods,  wares  and  merchandiy.e,  into  this  State,  upon  their  being  exported  to  another  State,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution  ;  and  that  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  revive  and  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  imposing  duties  on  imposts ;"  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the  sum  of  100/.  voted  by  a  former  resolution  of  the  Assembly, 
to  Doctor  John  De  Sequeyra,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  appropriated  to  the  support  of  civil  government. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norvell  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had.,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  William  Buckner,  to  them  referred,  and  come 
to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  William  Buckner,  collector  of  the 
levies  of  the  parish  of  Saint  Thomas,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  in  the  year  1776,  praying  that  he  may  be  authorised 
:ind  allowed  to  pay  off  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  in  the  court  of  the  said  county,  tor  9,861  lbs.  of  tobacco  in 
the  year  1781,  the  balance  due  to  the  said  parish  for  the  said  collection,  at  the  rate  of  10s.  per  hundred;  and  that  all 
persons  indebted  to  him  for  arrears  of  levies  in  the  year  1776,  may  be  allowed  to  discharge  the  same  in  money  at  tlie 
rate  of  10s.  per  hundred  at  their  option ;  and  that  he  may  be  authorised  to  make  distress  for  the  same,  and  be  allowed 
for  all  insolvents  prior  to  this  period,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
.^itions  and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  tlie  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments, 
to  them  referred,  and  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  al'ter- 
wards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
loweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  officers  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments  served  several  years  with  the 
continental  aruiy ;  were  credited  as  part  of  this  State's  quota  of  troops,  and  paid  by  Congress ;  that  by  several  reso- 
lutions of  Assembly,  they  were  declared  entitled  to  the  same  emoluments  and  privileges  as  continental  troops. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  memorial  of  the  oftlcers  of  the  1st  and  2d 
State  regiments,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  commutation  upon  similar  principles  and  \inder  the  like  regulations,  as 
the  same  is  allowrd  to  continental  troops,  is  reasonable. 

O'derfl,  'I'liat  a  hill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sition- iiid  'Jrievuiices,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  VValkc  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of 
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Kempsville,  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Norvell  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  pptition  of  Abraham  Biiford  to  them  referred,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  .ilttrwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  Hciuse,  as  followeth: 

"  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Abraham  Buford,  setting  forth, 
that  in  consequence  of  a  resolution  of  a  former  Assembly,  two  warrants  were  issued  in  his  favor  for  33/.  6s.  Sd.  each, 
being  for  monies  expended  by  him  in  collecting  recruits  for  the  service  of  this  State,  and  payable  out  of  any  unap- 
propriated money  in  the  treasurer's  hands;  but  as  the  whole  revenue  of  this  State  is  appropriated,  he  cannot  receive 
payment  of  the  said  warrants,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  petitioner 
out  of  the  military  fund. 

Ordered,  That  Mr   Norvell  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Du-Val : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senatehave  agreed  to  the  bills  "to  continue  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  revive  and  amendj| 
in  part,  an  act,  entitled  •  an  art,  forgiving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  war- 
rants upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "concerning  entries  and  surveys  on  the  western  waters." 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey: 

Mr.  Speaker,— The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "for  altering  the  court  day  of  the  county  of  Chesterfield ;"  ^ 
and  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service."  And 
then  he  withdrew. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Henry,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  that  the  said  county  may  be  divided;  and  that  part  of  the  county  of  Bedford  may 
be  added  to  a  part  of  the  said  county,  and  formed  into  a  distinct  one. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Willis  Wilson,  late  sherifl'  of  the  county  of  Surry;  setting  forth,  that  the  inclemency  of  the 
last  winter,  and  the  indisposition  of  his  deputies,  prevented  his  completing  the  collection  of  the  taxes  for  the  year 
1783  in  time;  since  which,  the  solicitor  iias  obtained  a  judgment  against  him  for  the  balance  due,  with  interest  and 
damages ;  and  praying  that  the  said  interest  and  damages  may  be  remitted. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  Pilots,  of  tiie  county  of  Elizabeth  City,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  pray- 
ing that  the  rate  of  pilotage  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Norfolk,  may  be  enlarged ;  and  that  one-fifth  may  be  added  to 
the  rate  of  pilotage  of  vessels  drawing  less  than  ten  feet  water. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Walls ;  praying  to  be  allowed  a  bounty  in  lands,  in  consideration  of  his  services  in 
the  American  army,  during  the  late  war. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Robert  Sayres,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Lawrence,  late  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight;  setting  forth,  that  in  consequence 
of  his  failure  to  complete  the  collection  of  tlie  taxes  for  the  year  1783,  which  proceeded  from  the  sickness  of  himself 
and  deputies,  the  solicitor  obtained  a  judgment  against  him  for  the  balance  due  the  public ;  and  praying  that  the  in- 
terest and  damages  thereon,  may  be  remitted. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James,  a  negro  slave ;  setting  forth,  that  being  impelled  by  a  most  earnest  desire  of  gaining 
that  liberty  which  is  so  dear  to  all  mankind,  and  convinced  that  if  he  rendered  any  essential  services  to  the  public, 
that  that  would  be  his  reward,  he  often  dm-ing  the  invasion  of  the  enemy  in  the  year  1781,  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  eiitered 
into  the  enemy's  camp,  and  collected  such  intelligence  as  he  supposed  of  importance,  and  which  he  conyeyetl  in  the 
most  expeditious  manner  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  then  commanded  the  American  army  in  Vnghna;  and 
praying  that  an  act  may  pass  lor  his  emancipation ;  and  that  a  reasonable  compensation  may  be  made  for  him,  to  his 
present  proprietor. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Smith,  deputy  sherifl'  of  the  county  of  Powhatan;  setting  forth,  that  in  consequence 
of  his  ill  state  of  health,  and  the  death  of  his  colleague,  he  has  been  unable  to  complete  the  collection  of  the  taxes  for 
the  year  1783;  and  that  a  judgment  has  been  obtained  against  him  for  the  balance  due  the  public;  and  praying  that 
the  said  judgment  may  be  suspended  for  a  reasonable  time ;  and  that  the  interest  and  damages  thereon  may  be  re- 
mitted. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  persons,  proprietors  of  tobacco  warehouses  at  the  public  inspections,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  conceive  the  present  rent  allowt-d  for  eacii  hogshead  of  tobacco,  is  by 
no  means  adequate  to  their  trouble  and  the  expense  of  building  and  repairing  the  warehouse;  and  praying  that  the 
same  may  be  enlareed. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Walkerton,  and  others,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscrib- 
ed, in  opposition  to  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Essex ;  praying  for  the  discontinuance  of  the 
said  town. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Robert  Stuart,  setting  forth,  that  he  is  a  native  and  citizen  of  this  State,  and  son  of  Thomas 
Stuart,  late  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth  ;  that,  being  a  mariner,  during  his  absence  from  the  State,  two  slave  ■,  '.h.'     lO- 
pertN  of  his  father,  were  found  to  escheat  to  the  Commonwealth  as  tlip  propcty  of  a  British  subject;  and  purchased 
for  the  use  of  the  public ;  and  praying  that  the  said  slaves  may  be  restored  to  him. 
Q5 
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Also,  a  petition  of  Tiiomas  Allen ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was,  in  the  year  1776,  appointed  wagon-master  to  tiie 
3d  Virginia  regiment,  and  acted  in  that  capacity  as  a  forage-master,  and  as  an  assistant  in  the  quarter-master's  depart- 
ment, upwards  of  three  years,  during  which  he  expended  considerable  sums  from  his  private  purse  on  public  account, 
and  furnished  sundry  horses  for  the  use  of  tlie  army  ;  and  praying  that  his  accounts,  as  well  for  the  depreciation  of 
his  pay,  as  his  advances  for  the  public,  may  be  liquidated,  and  certificates  granted  him  for  the  balance ;  and  that  he 
may  be  allowed  the  same  bounty  in  lands  as  captains  serving  three  years. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Nelson  ;  setting  forth,  that  in  June  1776,  he  was  appointed  a  captain  in  Bland's  regi- 
ment of  dragoons,  and  continued  therein  until  his  ill  state  of  health  compelled  him  to  retire  ;  that  in  the  year  177S, 
he  entered  as  a  volunteer  in  a  reairaent  of  cavalry,  and  in  the  3'ear  1779,  was  appointed  to  command  a  corps  of  cavalry 
raised  in  this  State,  which  he  hold  until  the  conclusion  of  the  war;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  same  pri- 
vileges and  emoluments  as  have  been  granted  to  those  officers  of  the  State  line,  who  have  been  put  upon  the  same 
footing  with  those  upon  continental  establishment. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read  ;  praying  that  that  part  of  the  said  county  included  within  the  parish  of  St.  Bride's, 
Imay  be  added  to  that  part  of  Princess  Anne,  called  Biackwater,  and  formed  into  a  distinct  county. 
^        Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matters  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  wilii  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  David  Ross,  was  presented  to  tlie  House,  and  read  ;  praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for  the 
discharge  of  a  part  of  his  demand  against  the  State,  for  money  and  tobacco  advanced  by  him  for  the  public. 
f  Also,  a  petition  of  James  Kemp;  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  directed  to  settle  his  accounts  for  the  depre- 

xiation  of  his  pay  as  purveyor  to  the  hospital,  under  the  direction  of  Doctor  Rickman,  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  pethions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matters  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Mar3'land,  and  also  of  this  State,  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  conceive  it  would  greatly  contribute  to  the  extension  of  commerce,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  agriculture,  if  the  river  Potomac  was  made  navigable  from  the  falls,  and  a  communication  opened  by  that 
means  with  the  western  country  ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  establishing  a  company,  to  be  invested  with  full 
powers  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer 
for  the  ensuing  year  ;  and  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  the 
act,  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine ;"  and  "compelling  the  county  court  clerks  to  reside 
sn  the  county,  and  to  prevent  them  from  removing  the  records  out  of  the  same,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  6,   1784. 


A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  establishing  tlie  town  of  Kempsville  in  the  county  of  Princess 
Anne  ; '  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  and  explain  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  establishing 
the  town  of  Louisville;"  and  that  Messrs.  Lee,  Corbin,  Grayson  and  Barbimr,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  recovery  of  slaves,  horses  and  other  property  lost  during  the  late  war;" 
and  alter  some  lime  spent  therein,  Sir.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having 
time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Jxesolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill.  .    b  . 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

i  he  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  those  who  failed  to  appear  were  noted,  and  the  names  of 
those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in  the  service 
oi'  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Michael  Bowyer,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Augusta;  Adam  Stephen,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  George  Han- 
cock, one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Botetourt;  Thomas  Claiborne,  one  of  tlie  members  lor  the  county  of 
Brunswick;  John  Ni(  holas  and  Charles  Patteson,  members  for  thi^  county  ol  Buckingham;  James  Adams,  one  of 
Jhe  flaembers  for  the  county  of  Campbell;  John  Taylor,  one  oi  the  members  for   the  county  of  Caroline;  William 
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Watkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Dimviddie;  Alexander  Henderson  and  Thomas  West,  members  tor 
the  county  of  Fairfax;  William  Pickett,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fauquier;  John  Crittenden,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  county  of  Fayette  ;  George  Clendinnen,  one  of  the  members  for  tlie  county  of  Greenbrier;  James 
Wall,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Greensville  ;  Robert  Marshall,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Isle 
of  Wight ;  Edmund  Byne,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen ;  Francis  Peyton,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Loudoun ;  John  Logan  and  George  Slaughter,  members  for  the  county  of  Lincoln  ;  WillianiP 
Randolph  and  Samuel  Goode,  members  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg ;  Benjamin  Wilson  and  Francis  Worman, 
members  for  the  county  of  Monongalia ;  Kinchen  Godwin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Nanscmond ;  John 
Watkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  New  Kent;  John  Thornton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Northumberland;  Ebenezer  Zane  and  David  Shepherd,  members  for  the  county  of  Ohio;  William  Dix,  one  of  the 
members  lor  the  county  of  Pittsylvania;  William  Mayo,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Powhatan;  Edward 
Bland,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George ;  Alexander  Scott  Bullitt,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Prince  William;  Landon  Carter,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Jiichmond  ;  John  Bowyer,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah;  Albridgton  Jones,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Southampton; 
Bailey  Washington,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Staflbrd ;  Thomas  Edmunds,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Sussex;  Richard  Lee,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland;  Joseph  Prentis,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  York;  and  Henry  Tazewell,  member  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  report- 
ed, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration, 
and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  b\'  tiie  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  Executive  be  authorised  and  directed  to  concert  with 
the  commissioners  of  the  United  States'  Loan  Office,  within  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  time  being,  such  precautions 
as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  counterfeits  of  certificates  directed  to  be  issued  from  that  office,  for  interest  accruing 
on  Loan  Office  certificates,  and  other  liquidated  continental  debts. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  an  act  ought  to  pass  for  incorporating  the  Cincinnati  So- 
ciet}',  with  power  to  make  such  disposition  of  their  funds  as  may  best  promote  the  purposes  of  the  institution. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  Messrs.  Matthews,  Ma- 
dison, Harrison,  Corbin,  Page  and  Carrington,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts,  for  preventing  counter- 
feiting of  certain  certificates,  into  one  act;"  and  that  Mr.  Carrington  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Madison  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  vvliom  the  bill  "for  further  continuing  the 
act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning  pensioners,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deli- 
vered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  for  clearing  the  Mattaponi  river;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "authorising  John  Mayo  to  build  a  toll  bridge  across  James  river;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  or- 
der, a  bill  "  concerning  the  arrears  of  levies  due  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Thomas,  in  the  county  of  Orange;"  and  the 
^ame  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  froai  the  comaiittee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "for  issuing  certain  certificates  to  the  officers  of  the  first  and  second  State  regiments;"  and  the  same  was  re- 
ceived and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "for  establishing  a  town  at  Ferry  Point,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk;"  and  the  same  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  progress  made  by  the  printers  em- 
ployed by  order  of  this  House  to  print  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  tlie  revised  laws;  also,  a  digest  of  the  laws  of 
thij  Slate,  submitted  to  the  Genera!  Assembly. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Breckeuridge,  William  Thornton,  and  Stuart. 

Mi'.  Johnston  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "fir  keeping  in  repair  the  pass  at  Rock-fish  gap;"  and  the 
same  w  I,  received  and  read  the  firsi  tune,  and  or  iered  to  be  read  ii  secOrn  ti  le, 

Tne  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  me  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
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the  ensuing  year;  and  of  a  chief  justice  for  ihe  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  ilie  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  'for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  fl  .iir, 
tar,  pitch  and  turpentine ;"  "to  compel  the  county  court  clerks  to  reside  in  the  county,  and  to  pr^vpit  ihe-n  fro  n  re- 
iroving  the  records  out  of  the  same;"  and  "to  prevent  the  future  operation  of  the  law  concerning  escheats  and  for- 
feitures from  British  subjects ;"  being  read  ; 
•        Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  7,  1784. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr  John  Watkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  New  Kent;  Mr.  Fran- 
cis Peyton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Loudoun;  Mr.  George  Clendinnen,  one  of  the  iiiemliers  for  the 
comity  of  Greenbriei ;  Mr.  Edward  Bland,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George;  Mr.  Richard  Lee, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland;  Mr.  William  Pickett,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Fauquier;  and  Mr.  William  Mayo,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Powhatan,  attended  in  custody  of  the  ser- 
geant at  arms;  and  thiit  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  their  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over  yesterday; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Watkins,  Francis  Peyton,  George  Clendinnen,  Edward  Bland,  Richard  Lee, 
William  Pickett  and  William  Mayo,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  without  paying  fees. 

A  bill,  "for  issuing  certain  certificates  to  the  officers  of  the  first  and  second  State  regiments;"  was  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Saturday  next. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  for  clearing  the  Mattaponi  river;  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  bill,  "authorising  John  Mayo  to  build  a  toll  bridge  across  James  river;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  bill,  "concerning  the  arrears  of  levies  due  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Thomas,  in  the  county  of  Orange;"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  for  establishing  a  town  at  Ferry  Point,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "for  keeping  in  repair  the  pass  at  Rock-fish  gap;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of  Kempsville,  in  the  county  of 
Princess  Anne ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  for  establishing  the  town  of 
Kempsville,  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Walke  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  further  continuing  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  concerning  pensioners;"  was  read  the  third 
lime,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  further  continuing  the  act,  entitled  'an  act, 
concerning  pensioners." 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "for  ascertaining  the  boundary  line  between  the  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico;"  and  the  same  was  received 
.  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  H.irrisou  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "for  establishing  the  town  of  Clarksburg  in  the  county  of  Harrison;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  brine  in  a  bill  "  for  amending  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  concerning  the  ap- 
pointment of  sherifi's;"  and  that  Messrs.  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Benjamin  Harrison,  and  Madison,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  enclosing  a  paper  containing  sundry 
observations  ol  the  solicitor  general,  upon  the  difficulties  which  have  occurred  in  the  execution  of  his  office ;  which 
were  read  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  '1  hat  Mr  Briggs  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepai-e  and  bring  in  a  bill  "for  incorporat- 
ing the  Cincinnati  Society." 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  compelling  the  county  court  clerks  to  reside  in  the  county,  and  to  prevent  them  from  removing  the  records  oui  of 
the  same ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Maithew^s  reported,  th;it  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made 
several  anieiKhueiits  thereto,  wh.ch  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
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Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  granting  bounties  of  land  to  James  Purvis^^ 
Simon  Summers,  David  Allen  and  William  Payne;  directing  the  auditors  to  issue  certificates  to  John  Chiles  and  VVil-"^ 
liam  iVleade ;  for  putting  Thomas  Wyatt,  William  Brandon,  George  Hite  and  Blanks  Moody,  on  the  list  of  pension- 
ers; for  advancing  one  year's  pension  to  Martin  Murphey;  directing  the  treasurer  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  Jane 
Vobe ;  and  respecting  John  Mofietl.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Norvell  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  the  vestrymen  of  the  parish  of  Southfarnham,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  to  them  re- 
ft i  red,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  (hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  vestrymen  of  the  parish  of  South- 
farnham, praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  dissolving  the  said  vestry,  and  electing  another  in  its  place,  is  reasonable. 
Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  for  Religion 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Tiie  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwealth  ;  and  alter  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison 
reported,  thai  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  iheir  conside- 
ration, and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  ihe  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  an  act  ought  to  pass,  for  opening  and  extending  the  na^  i- 
gaiion  of  the  river  Potomac. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  resolution  ;  and  that  Messrs.  Carter  Henry  Harri- 
son, Gruyson  and  Matthews,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  Religion,  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  petition  of  sundry  inha- 
bitants of  the  county  of  Rockbridge;  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year;  and  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  '  for  the  inspection  of  beef,  pork, 
flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine  ;"  "  to  prevent  the  future  operation  of  the  laws  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures 
from  British  subjects;"  "to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjust- 
ing and  settling  the  titles  of  claims  to  unpatented  lands,  under  the  present  and  former  governments,  previous  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Commonwealth's  Land  Office;"  "to  provide  for  the  more  efiectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  5s. 
per  hundred  acres  on  land  granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom ;"  "  to  amend  the  act, 
*  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act ;"  and  "  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  recovery  of  slaves,  horses  and  other  property,  lost  during  the  war,"  being  read ; 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  8,  1784. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Henry  Tazewell,  member  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg;  attended  in  custody 
of  the  serueant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence,  when  the  House  was  called  over  on  Mon-      J* 
day  last ;  " 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Henry  Tazewell  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees.  • 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Nicholas,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Buckingham,  attended 
in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  tlie  said  John  Nicholas  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  establishing  a  town  at  Ferry  Point,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  establishing  a  town  at  Ferry  Point,  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  concerning  the  arrears  of  levies  due  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Thomas,  in  the  county  of  ^ 

Orange;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  concerning  the  arrears  of  levies  due  in  the  parish 
of  Saint  Thomas,  in  the  county  of  Orange." 
R  5 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  keeping  in  repair  the  pass  at  Rock-fish  gap ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 
U       Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  keeping  in  repair  the  pass  at  Rock-fish  gap.'" 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Johnston  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  compelling  the  county  court  clerks  to  reside  in  the  county,  and  to  prevent  them  from 
removing  the  records  out  of  the  same ;" 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  compelling  the  county  court  clerks  to  reside 
in  the  county,  and  to  prevent  thcin  from  removing  the  records  out  of  the  same." 

Ordered    That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  tiie  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "for  ascertaining  the  boundary  line  between  the  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

A  bill,  "for  establishing  the  town  of  Clarksburg,  in  the  county  of  Harrison;"  was  road  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several 
resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Thsit  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth, 
praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  for  adding  five  more  trustees  to  those  already  appointed  for  the  said  town,  and  for  mak- 
ing the  elections  of  them  annually;  is  reasonable^ 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  thii  committee.  That  tlve  petition  of  Francis  West  and  Andrew  Little,  praying 
that  the  register  may  be  directed  to  issue  warrants  to  them,  for  bounties  of  land  for  their  services  in  the  army  dur- 
ing the  last  war,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  sundry  officers  on  behalf  of  themselves  and 
others,  who  were  stationed  at  Fort  Randolph,  on  the  river  Ohio,  during  the  last  war,  praying  that  their  accounts  may 
be  liquidated,  and  warrants  granted  them  for  the  depreciation  of  their  pay,  be  rejected. 

The  1st  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  2d  and  3d  resolutions  being  again  read  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committled  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill 
"  authorising  John  Mayo  to  build  a  bridge  across  James  river,"  was  referred,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der, had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read  ; 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill' 
"  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and 
iMr.  IMatthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and 
made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  throngh  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  said  bill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  Abraham  Buford, 
and  for  printing  and  publishing  the  articles  of  confederation  and  the  constitution,  with  several  amendments,  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  lor  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles 
of  claims  to  unpatented  lands  under  the  present  and  former  governments,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  tlic  Com--^ 
monwealth's  Land  Oflicc;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Page  report- 
ed, that  the  connnittcp  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  several  ame^il-J 
nients  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again^i^ 
read.  ' 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Matthews  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  tiiat  the  committee  bad,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Peter  Lafargue  k.  Co.  to  them  refcrreil,  :uid  had  come  to  a  resolution  there- 
u/jjon,  which  he  rend  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  dplivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth ; 
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Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Peter  Lafarg-iie  &i  Co.  setting  forth, 
that  they  presented  a  petition  to  the  last  Assembly,  for  payment  of  a  vessel  with  her  load  of  tobacco,  which  was  im- 
pressed from  them  in  the  year  1781,  bj'  a  certain  Robert  Crew,  then  a  commissary  in  tlie  service  of  this  State. 

That  in  consequence  thereof,  the  Executive  were  directed  to  cause  a  settlement  of  tlic  petitioner's  claim  to  be 
made,  which  has  been  done  by  the  solicitor,  but  in  a  manner  which  they  conceive  to  be  very  unjust  and  injurious  to 
them ;  and  praying  a  resettlement  thereof,  is  reasonable. 

And  for  that  purpose,  that  two  persons  ought  to  be  appointed ;  one  to  be  chosen  b}'  the  petitioners,  and  the  other 
by  the  solicitor,  on  the  part  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  examine  and  settle  the  petitioners'  said  claim,  and  that  tiieir 
report,  or  the  report  of  a  third  person,  to  be  chosen  by  them  in  case  of  their  disagreement,  ouc^ht  to  be  binding  be- 
tween the  petitioners  and  the  Commonwealth :  which  report  ought  to  be  made  to  the  Executive  for  a  warrant  to  issue 
in  their  favor,  for  such  sum  as  shall  be  stated  to  be  due  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer, 
tor  the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  -House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  establishing  a  provision  for 
teachers  of  the  christian  religion ;"  "  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize ;"  ''  for  further  continuing  and  amending 
the  act,  '  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine;"  "to  prevent  the  further  operation  of  the 
laws  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects ;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several 
acts  of  Assembly,  'for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  "  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the 
tax  of  OS.  per  hundred  acres  on  land  granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom ;"  and  "  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  recovery  of  slaves,  horses,  and  other  property  during  the  war,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,    That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

A.nd  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  9,  1784. 
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An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  establishing  the  town  of  Clarksburg,  in  the  county  of  Harrison ;"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  the  blanks  therein  fdled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of  Clarksburg,  in  the 
county  of  Harrison." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  yesterday, 
to  the  bill  "to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles  of  claims  to  unpatent- 
ed lands,  under  the  present  and  former  governments,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth's  Land 
Office  ;"  which  lay  on  the  table,  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  for 
further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  '  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar.  pitch  and  turpentine;"  and  after    jf 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee      ' 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several 
amendments  thereto,  whicii  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Norvell  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  dissolving  the  vestry  of 
the  parish  of  Southfarnham  in  the  county  of  Essex;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  establishing  a  company  for  opening  and  ex- 
tending the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be^|^ 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  honorable  Mr. 
Hiirdy;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Seldeu :  ^^ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  respecting  sundry  inspectors  of  tobacco  ;  and  foi^i^F 
allowing  a  bounty  in  lands  to  Stephen  Ashby ;  also,  they  have  passed  the  bill  "  for  establishing  a  town  at  the  Sweet 
Springs,  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
And  tlien  he  withdrew.  .^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr  Charles  Porter  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday  se'nnight.  J| 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  ^* 
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"  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Ronald  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  coiisideiatiou,  i,id 
had  pone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deliver- 
ed iu  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inspect  the  enrolled  bills. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  .Messrs.  Thomas  S.nith,  Breckenridge,  Nelson,  Briggs  and  Nicholas. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer 
for  the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth;  also,  on  tlie  bills  "establishing  a  provision  for  teachers 
of  the  christian  religion;"  "to  prevent  the  future  operation  of  the  laws  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British 
subjects;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into 
one  act;"  "to  provide  for  the  more  eifectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  5,«.  per  hundred  acres  on  land  granted  by 
patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  for  the  recovery  of  slaves,  horses 
and  other  property  lost  during  the  war,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  (he  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock, 


FRIDAY,  December  10,   1784. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  James  Wall,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Greensville ;  attended 
in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called 
over  on  Monday  last; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  James  Wall,  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjust- 
ing and  settling  the  titles  of  claims  to  unpatented  lands  under  the  present  and  former  governments,  previous  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Commonwealth's  Land  Office ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act, 
for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles  of  claims  to  unpatented  lands  under  the  present  and  former  governments,  pre- 
vious to  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth's  Land  Office." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar, 
pitch  and  turpentine;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  '  for 
the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "for  establishing  several  new  ferries;"  "  for  further  con- 
tinuing the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State;"  and  "for  altering  the 
,  place  of  holding  courts  in  the  county  of  Prince  George;"  also,  to  the  resolutions,  concerning  John  Thomas;  direct- 
ing tiie  treasurer  to  receive  of  the  sheriff  of  Augusta  sundry  notes  for  hemp  and  deer  skins;  and  for  allowing  a  sum 
of  money  to  Doctor  John  De  Sequeyra.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein 
filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  tiie  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 
^        Mil.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  respecting  Oliver  Pollock's  claim  against  this  State; 
also,  to  the  bill  "  for  appropriating  the  lees  of  the  Land  Office  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue,  and  placing  the  regis- 
ter, iiis  deputies  and  assistants,  on  the  civil  list,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.     And  then  he  witiidrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  and  others 
disagreed  to. 
I4         Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  bill,  "establishing  a  company  for  ojiening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  establishing  a  town  at  the 
J  Sweet  Springs,  in  the  county  of  Botetourt ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 
Orered.  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  b^'  Mr.  Browne : 
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Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  a  town  at  Ferry  Point,  in  the  county  ofV 
Norfolk ;"  and  "  concerning  the  arrears  of  levies  due  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Thomas,  in  the  county  of  Orange."  And  ^ 
then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts,  concerning  marriages ;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "for  dissolving  the  vestry  of  the  parisli  of  Southfarnham,  in  the  county  of  Essex;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  resolu- 
tions respecting  the  officers  and  soldiers  stationed  at  Fort  Randolph,  and  Francis  West  and  Andrew  Little,  were  com- 
mitted, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  come  to  several 
resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foiloweth:  O 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  sundry  officers  and  soldiers  on  behalf  of  ^K 
themselves  and  others  who  were  stationed  at  Fort  Randolph  on  the  river  Ohio,  during  the  late  war,  praying  that  their 
accounts  may  be  liquidated,  and  warrants  granted  them  for  the  depreciation  of  their  pay,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Francis  West  and  Andrew  Little,  praying 
that  the  register  may  be  directed  to  issue  warrants  to  them  for  bounties  of  land,  for  their  services  in  the  army  during 
the  late  war,  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  John  Willoughby,  to  them  referred,  and  had 
agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foiloweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Willoughby  was  sherifi"  of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  in  the  year  1782 ; 
that  the  people  being  unable  from  the  great  scarcity  of  specie,  and  the  ravages  of  the  enemy  in  the  preceding  year, 
to  pay  their  taxes,  the  petitioner,  in  compliance  with  the  law,  proceeded  to  distrain  their  effects,  which  he  exposed  to 
sale  in  vain,  the  people  being  both  unable  and  unwilling  to  purchase  them. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioner  actually  paid  into  the  treasury  upwards  of  4,O00Z. ;  and 
that  the  solicitor  obtained  a  judgment  against  him  in  the  General  Court  for  the  balance  of  400/.  with  interest  and 
damages : 

Whereupon,  your  committee  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Willoughby,  praying  that  the 
interest  and  damages  on  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  in  the  General  Court,  for  the  balance  of  taxes  due  from 
county  of  Norfolk  for  the  year  1782,  may  be  remitted,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  amending  the  several  laws  for 
regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "for  ascertaining  the  boun- 
dary line  between  the  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico ;"  "  establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christain  re- 
ligion ;"  "to  prevent  the  future  operation  of  the  laws  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects  ;"  "to 
amend  the  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  "to 
provide  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  five  shillings  per  hundred  acres  on  land  granted  by  patent,  and  ,  . 
to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  recovery  of  slaves,  ri 
horses  and  other  property  lost  during  the  war,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


• 


SATURDAY,  December  11,  1784. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  dissolving  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Southfarnham  in  the  county  of  Essex;"  was  read 
the  third  ti.ne,  and  tiie  blunks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  dissolving  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  South- 
farnham in  the  county  of  Essex.'' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norvell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  concerning  marriages;"  was  read  the  second  liihe,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  ;ind  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Heurv  Harrison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  for  levying  certain  taxes  in^ 
f5 
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"sA  aid  of  the  public  revenue,  and  applying  the  same  in  payment  of  the  debts  due  to  foreign  creditors ;"  and  the  same  wa> 
^received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  report- 
ed, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  iiad  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration, 
and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House  should  think  pro- 
per to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  on  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown : 

XMr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  keeping  in  repair  the  road  at  Rock-fish  gap."  And 
then  he  withdrew. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "for  issuing  certain  certificates  to  the  officers  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments;" 
"for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insur- 
rections;" "for  ascertaining  the  boundary  line  between  the  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico;"  "establishing  a  pro- 
vision for  teachers  of  the  christian  religion;"  "to  prevent  tlie  future  operation  of  the  laws  concerning  escheats  and 
forfeitures  from  British  subjects;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  in- 
spection of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  "to  provide  for  the  more  eftectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  five  shillings  per  hun- 
dred acres  on  land  granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
tled '  an  act,  for  the  recovery  of  slaves,  horses  and  other  property  lost  during  the  war,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  13,  1784. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Samuel  Goode,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg;  attend- 
ed in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms ;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence,  when  the  House  was  call- 
ed over  on  Monday  last ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Samuel  Goode  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  William  Watkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddle;  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Edmunds,  one  of  the  members  for  tlie  county  of  Sussex ;  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Watkins  and  Thomas  Edmunds,  be  admitted  to  their  seals,  on  paying  fees. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.   Speaker, — The  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  for  appropri- 
ating the  fees  of  the  Land  Office  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue,  and  placing  the  register,  his  deputies  and  assistants,  on 
the  civil  list."     And  then  he  withdrew. 
,  The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  said  amendments  ;  and  the  same  being  read, 

I  Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  to  levy  certain  taxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue,  and  to  apply  the  same  in  payment 
of  the  debts  due  to  fiireign  creditors ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  tliereupon,  whicli  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  James  Francis  Connand  ;  setting  forth, 
that  he  presented  a  petition  to  a  former  Assembly  for  the  liquidation  of  his  claim  against  the  public,  lor  medicines  fur- 
nished the  troops  in  the  western  country;  and  also  for  his  services  as  a  pliysiciau  and  surgeon  to  the  said  troops;  tiiat 
the  committee  appointed  to  examine  his  accounts  have  mistaken  iiis  claim,  and  allowed  him  a  sum  very  inadequate 
thereto;  and  praying  are-settlement  thereof,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner's  said  claiai  ought  to  be  referred  to 
the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  to  examine  and  settle,  and  to  issue  a  warrant  in  his  favor  for  such  sum  as  they  shall 
find  to  be  due  to  him.         « 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Walter  Hopkins ;  setti«)g  forth,  that  he 
was  employed  by  the  Executive  in  the  year  1777,  to  go  to  Charlestown  for  the  purpose  of  laving  out  a  sum  of  public 
money,  in  the  purchase  of  nt  cessaries  for  the  use  of  our  troops;  that  by  the  agreement,  he  was  to  be  allowed  a  com- 
mission on  the  said  sum  of  money,  as  a  compensation  for  his  trouble  and  expenses,  which  he  has  never  received,  and 
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praying  relief,  is  reasonable  ;  that  the  petitioner's  claim  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Executive  for  settlement;  and  thar 
a  warrant  ought  to  issue  for  such  sum  as  shall  appear  to  be  due  to  liim.  », 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  James  Haggard,  late  a  soldier  in  the  ^ 
Virginia  line,  praying  some  relief  from  the  public,  in  consideration  of  a  violent  disorder  which  he  has  contracted,  in  * 
consequence  of  his  being  inoculated  for  the  smallpox  whilst  in  service,  and  which  has  rendered  him  unable  to  labor, 

be  rejected. 

4.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Edward  Curd,  praying  that  compensa- 
tion may  be  made  him  by  the  public,  for  a  horse,  saddle  and  bridle,  which  were  taken  from  him  by  order  of  General  )t 
Edward  Stephens,  for  the  use  of  the  army  to  the  southward,  in  the  year  1780,  and  which  have  never  been  returned  to 
the  petitioner,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  20/.  for  the  same,  to  be  charged 

to  the  continent  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth.  ^ 

5.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  James  Ash,  setting  forth,  that  during  the 
late  war,  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  this  State,  and  as  a  bounty  he  was  entitled  to  1000  lbs.  of  tobacco, 
which  he  has  never  received  ;  and  praying  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  may  issue  a  warrant  in  his  favor  for 
the  said  bounty,  is  reasonable. 

6.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  James  Kempe,  praying  that  his  accounts   ^ 
for  depreciation  of  pay  and  subsistence,  due  him  for  services  as  purveyor  to  the  continental  hospital  in  Williamsburg, 
under  the  appointment  of  Doctor  Rickman,  may  be  liquidated  by  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  and  certificates 
granted  him  for  the  same,  is  reasonable;  to  be  charged  to  the  continent  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

The  ist,  3d,  4th,  5th  and  6th  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  2d  resolution  was  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  1st,  4th,  5th  and  Bth  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  respecting  the  claim  of  Peter  Lafargue  and  Com-^A 
pany.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  5s.  per  hundred  acres  on  lands  granted  by  patent,  and  to 
appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and 
gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in 
at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and- agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  resolu- 
tions agreed  to  on  Saturday  last ;  and  he  read  the  said  resolutions  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  foUoweth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  oinnion  of  this  committee,  That  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  collection  of  the  per- 
manent revenue  of  the  State,  ought  to  be  amended  ;  and  the  several  sheriffs  and  collectors  of  taxes,  shall  pay  the 
revenue  for  the  year  17S5,  and  all  future  collections  into  the  treasury,  on  or  before  the  day  of  November,  annu- 

ally; and  in  default  thereof,  judgment  shall  be  moved  for  against  all  delinquents,  at  the  court  of  oyer  held  in  Decem- 
ber following,  or  at  any  subsequent  meeting  of  the  General  Court. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  people  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, only  half  the  revenue  of  the  year  1785,  ought  to  be  collected,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  discharged  from 
the  payment  of  the  other  half. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  an  act  ought  to  pass,  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act, 
to  provide  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the  payment  of  this  State's  quota  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the  United 
States,"  so  as  to  authorise  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  carry  the  same  into  effect  within  this  Commonwealth, 
as  soon  as  twelve  Slates  in  the  Union  shall  have  passed  similar  acts. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  "  directing 
the  sale  of  the  public  property,  in  the  towns  of  Gosport  and  Portsmouth,"  ougiit  lo  be  amended. 

The  1st  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  2d  resolution  being  read  a  secon.j  time,  the  following  amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  thereiuno:  strike 
out  from  the  word  '•  Commonwealth,"  to  the  end  of  the  resolution,  and  insert  "  the  whole  of  the  revenue  tax  for  the  year 
1785,  ought  to  bf  remitted." 

And  the  said  amendment  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

And  then  the  said  re-iolution,  as  amended  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  3d  and  last  resolutions  were  then  severally  read  ;  and  on  tlie  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  2d  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Benjamin 
Harrison,  Breckenridge,  and  Zachariah  Joimston,  do  pnpare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

ijrdired,  That  a  bill  or  h\\\-\,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  3d  and  last  resolutions;  and  that  Messrs.  Ronald. 
Joues  of  King  George,  Grayson,  Stuart  and  Matthews,  do  prepare  and  bring  iu  the  same. 
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A  inessa|?e  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown : 

Mr  Si'eakek, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  establishing  the  town 
of  Kempsville  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "punishing  certain  oflences  injurious  to  the  tranquillity  of 
this  Commonwealth,"  with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then  ho 
withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — Tiie  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act  concerning; 
pensioners."      And  then   he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Du-Val: 

Mr.  Speaker, — Tiie  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  the  town  of  Clarksburg,  in  the  county  oi 
Harrison,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  tliey  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  1  hat  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions: 

Whereas,  the  opening  and  extending  the  inland  navigation  of  this  Commonwealth,  will  greatly  contribute  to  the 
interest  of  individuals,  and  to  the  prosperity  of  the  whole  State;  and  a  memorial  has  been  presented  to  the  present 
General  Assembly,  by  sundry  inhabitants  of  this  State  and  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  representing  the  particular  ad- 
vantages whicii  would  flow  from  the  establishment  of  a  company  under  the  authority  of  two  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  and  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac,  from  tide  water,  up  the  said  river,  as  far  as  the  same  can 
be  carried  ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  be  passed  by  the  present  General  Assembly,  for  establishing  such  a  company: 
And  whereas,  the  prayer  of  the  said  memorial  is  deemed  reasonable;  but  it  appearing  to  this  House,  that  acts  passed 
^ithout  previous  communication  between  the  two  States,  may  be  dissimilar  and  productive  of  much  delay; 

Resolved,  That  George  Washington,  Horatio  Gates  and  Tliomas  Blackburne,  Esquires,  or  any  two  of  them  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed,  forthwith  to  meet  such  persons  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  to 
concert  with  them  the  regulations  under  which  a  company  ought  to  be  established  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ;  and  that 
they  immediately  report  the  result  of  such  conference  to  the  General  Assembly. 

And  whereas,  one  material  advantage  to  be  derived  to  the  two  States,  from  the  opening  and  improving  the  na- 
vigation of  the  river  Potomac  as  aforesaid,  will  consist  in  the  progress  and  facility  it  will  aflord  towards  a  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  the  western  country  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  and  instructed 
to  concert  with  the  persons  who  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  Maryland,  a  plan,  for  opening  a  proper  road  between 
the  waters  of  the  Potomac  and  the  most  convenient  western  waters,  together  with  the  just  proportions  of  money 
which  ought  to  be  supplied  by  the  two  States  for  that  purpose ;  and  that  the  said  commissioners  also  report  the  result 
of  their  proceedings  herein,  to  the  General  Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  by  express  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  by  the  Executive,  with 
propositions  for  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  the  persons  who  may  be  deputed  on  the  part  of  Maryland. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  twice  read  were,  on  the  question  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grayson  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  Thomas  Gist,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  reso- 
lution thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  .afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  allowing  the  petitioner  an  annuity 
of  40/.  per  annum  during  life,  in  consideration  of  his  being  wounded  and  made  prisoner  by  the  Indians  in  the  year 
1763,  has  been  destroyed;  and  that  in  consequence  thereof,  the  auditors  of  pubhc  accounts  have  refused  to  grant  the  • 
petitioner  a  warrant  for  such  annuity. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  a  certificate  from  the  treasurer,  that  the  petitioner  has,  at  different 
times,  drawn  from  the  treasury  40/.  per  annum,  as  an  annuity,  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  tliis  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Thomas  Gist,  praying  relief,,  is 

reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner's  annuity  of  40/.  per  annum  during  life,  ought  to  be  continued  and  allowed  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committeej 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  reso- 
Jutions  thereupon,  wliich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same   were 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Charles  Lee,  sherifl'  of  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  praying  that  tlie  interest  and  damages  on  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  in  tJie  General  Court  fov 
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the  balance  of  taxes  the  for  year  1783.  mRy  be  remitted,  is  reasonable;  Provided,  he  pays  the  balance  upon  the  said 
jiKl2;.n!5!it  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  February  next. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Smith,  deputy  sheriff  of  tlic  county 
of  Powhatan,  praying:  that  the  interest  and  damages  on  a  judgment  obtained  against  his  principal  for  tlie  balance  of 
taxes  for  the  year  1783,  may  be  remitted,  is  reasonable;  Provided,  he  pays  the  balance  due  on  the  said  judgment  on^ 
or  before  the  1st  day  of  March  next.  yw 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  enclosing  estimates  of  the  expenses  of 
the  public  boats  Liberty  and  Patriot;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  i 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for  T^ 
the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  on  the  bills  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning 
marriages;"  "for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;"  "for  issuing  certain  certificates  to  the  officers  a{ 
the  first  and  second  State  regiments;"  "for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and 
ennrding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "for  ascertaining  the  boundary  line  between  the  counties  of  Hanover 
and  Henrico;"  "establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christion  religion;"  "to  prevent  the  future  operation 
of  the  la«s  concerning  escheats  and  Ibrfeitures  from  British  subjects;"  "to  amend  the  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the 
several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  an  act,  'for 
the  recovery  of  slaves,  horses  and  other  property,  lost  during  the  war,"  being  read; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  14,   1784. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Crittenden,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fayette;  Mr.  John 
Taylor,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Caroline;  Mr.  Michael  Bowyer,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Augusta  ;  and  Mr.  John  Bowyer,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge,  attended  in  custody  of  the  ser- 
geant at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Crittenden,  John  Taylor,  Michael  Bowyer  and  John  Bowyer,  be  admitted  to  their 
seats,  on  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  5s.  per  hundred  acres  on  land 
granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the 
tax  of  5s.  per  hundred  acres  on  land  granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Bland  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  and  explain  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for 
repealing  in  part  the  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of  Louisville;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time^ 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Norvell  presented,  from  the  comriiittee  for  Religion,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  altering  the  boundary 
line  between  the  glebe  lands  of  the  parish  of  Manchester,  in  the  county  of  Chesterfi'.ld,  and  the  land  of  William  Log- 
wood ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  of  Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  com- 
jiiissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  loss  of  the  tobacco  destroyed  by  the  burning  of  the  warehouses  at  Rocky 
Ridge,  that  they  receive,  examine  and  report  upon  such  further  claims  for  tobacco  so  destroyed,  as  may  be  presented 
to  them. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  of  certain  warrants  on  western  claims,  issued  by  the  audi- 
tors of  public  accounts  to  Daniel  Broadhead,  jun. ;  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  VVells,  Mann  Page,  Carrington  and  Barbour. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
••  for  anientling  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  in- 
surrections;" and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  some  progress  there- 
in, but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  Hou=;e  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  die  said 
bill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones:  ^  ^ 

Mn.  Spkakeb, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act,  tor  thejj^ 
inspertioi   of  pork,  beef  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine;"  and  "  for  dissolving  the  vestry  of  tlie  parish  of  Southfarn-    ^^ 
ham,  in  the  county  of  Essex;"  also,  to  the  resolutions,  requesting  the  Executive  to  have  two  busts  of  the  Marquis  dofj^ 
T  5 
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la  Fayette,  made  in  Paris;  and  to  remit  tlie  interest  and  damages  upon  a  judgment  obtained  against  John  Willoughby, 
late  sheriff  of  Norfolk,  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  and  for  appointing 
commissioners  to  concert  with  commissioners  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  measures  for  extending  the  navigation  of  tho 
river  Potomac,  with  an  amendment ;  to  which  they  also  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  to  remit  the  interest  and  dama- 
'ges  upon  a  judgment  obtained  against  John  Willoughby,  sheriff  of  Norfolk ;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolution,  appointing  commissioners  to 
, concert  with  commissioners  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  measures  for  extending  the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac; 
I  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grayson  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  concerning 
marriages;"  "for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;"  "  for  issuing  certain  certificates  to  the  officers  of 
the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments;"  " for  ascertaining  the  boundary  hne  between  the  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico;" 
"  establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religion;  "to  prevent  the  future  operation  of  the  laws  con- 
cerning escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects;"  "to  amend  the  act,  '  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of 
Assembly  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  recovery  of 
slaves,  horses  and  other  property  lost  during  the  war,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  15,  1784. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  and  explain  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  repealing  in  part  the  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of 
Louisville ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday 
next. 

A  bill,  "for  altering  the  boundary  line  between  the  glebe  lands  of  the  parish  of  Manchester,  in  the  county  of 
Chesterfield,  and  the  land  of  William  Logwood ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  lime. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  reso- 
lutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk, praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  altering  the  place  of  holding  courts  in  the  said  county,  and  that  the  same  be 
held  at  Ferry  Point,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Bell,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  6th  Vir- 
ginia regiment,  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  same  bounty  in  lands  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  lieutenant  serving 
three  years,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  2d  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  "authorising  John  Mayo  to  build  a  toll  bridge  across  James  river;"  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  tlie  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ob  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  be  discharged  from  fin-ther  proceeding  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Ihomas  Marshall,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  for  issuing 
certain  certificates  to  the  officers  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments." 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "  to  increase  the  number  of  trustees  for  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  and  for  their  annual  election;"  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,   That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  James  river  ;"  and 
|that   Messrs.   Madison,  Southall,  Carrington,  Johnston,  Wilson  Gary  Nicliolas  and  Benjamin  Harrison,  do  prepare 

ind  bring  in  tiie  same. 
I         The  House,  according  to  tlic  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
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"  for  amending  the  several  laws,  '  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  in- 
surrections ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Stuart  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  se- 
veral amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwEirds  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  "  to 
amend  the  several  acts,  '  concerning  marriages;"  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and 
gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Russell  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  arming  the  militia  of  this  Commonwealth  ;"  and  that  Messrs. 
Carrington,  Page,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Gaskins,  and  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  clearing  Roanoke  river;"  and  thai 
Messrs.  Bibb,  and  Richard  Lee,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  that  Messrs.  Matthews  and  Kearnes,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  lor 
the  ensuing  year,  and  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  and  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  on  the  bills  "  to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  'to  levy  certain 
taxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue,  and  to  apply  the  same  in  payment  of  the  debts  due  to  foreign  creditors;"  "  for  in- 
corporating the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;"  "for  issuing  certain  certificates  to  the  officers  of  the  1st  and  2d  State 
regiments;"  -'for  ascertaining  the  boundary  line  between  the  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico;"  "  establishing  a  pro- 
vision for  teachers  of  the  christian  religion ;"  "  to  prevent  the  further  operation  of  the  laws  concerning  escheats  and 
forfeitures  from  British  subjects;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  the 
inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act,"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  recovery  of  slaves,  horses  and 
other  property  lost  during  the  war,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  16,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  authorising  John  Mayo  to  build  a  toll  bridge  across  James  river;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  authorising  John  Mayo  to  build  a  toll  bridge 
across  James  river." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  altering  the  boundary  line  between  the  glebe  lands  of  the  parish  of  Manchester,  in  the 
county  of  Chesterfield,  and  the  land  of  William  Logwood ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  alter  the  boundary  line  between  the  glebe 
lands  of  the  parish  of  Manchester,  in  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  and  the  land  of  William  Logwood." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norvell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  '  concerning  marriages;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  the  several  acts, 'concerning  mar- 
riages." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stuart  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  liie  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a 
bill  "  for  altering  the  place  of  holding  courts  in  the  county  of  Norfolk;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  iVlr.  Brown  :  ^« 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  Edward  Curd;  andfy 
for  remitting  the  interest  and  damages  upon  judgments  obtained  against  Charles  Lee  and  John   Willoughby.     And 
then  he  withdrew.  ' 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison :  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  authorising  John  Mayo  to  build  a  toll  bridge  acro5ij| 
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James  river;"  and  "  for  altering  the  boundary  line  between  the  glebe  h.v.ui  of  the  parish  of  Manchester,  in  the  eounry 
of  Chesterfield,  and  tUe  land  of  William  Logwood."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  bill,  "  to  increase  the  number  of  trustees  in  the  town  of  Portsmoutli,  and  for  their  annual  election ;"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  I^Ir.  Anderson : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "compelling  the  county  court  clerks  to  reside  in  the  county, 
and  to  prevent  them  from  removing  the  records  out  of  the  same,"  with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

3Ir.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  tj-om  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  tlieir  consideration  tlie  petition  of  Samuel  Bell,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed 
upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's- 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  comniiitee,  that  the  said  Samuel  Bell  was  appointed  a  lieutenant  to  the  regiment  of  infantry 
commanded  by  (Jolonel  Grayson,  on  the  8th  day  of  iMarch  1777,  and  continued  in  service  in  that  rank,  until  the  1st 
day  of  April  1779,  when  he  became  a  supernumerary,  by  consolidating  Thruston's,  Gist's,  and  the  said  Grayson's  regi- 
ments; that  the  said  Bell  has  frequently  been  in  service  with  the  militia  of  this  State,  which,  with  the  time  he  was  with 
the  continental  army,  exceeded  the  term  of  three  years. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Samuel  Bell,  praying  that  he  may- 
be allowed  the  bounty  in  lands  given  by  law  to  a  lieutenant  serving  three  years,  is  reasonable. 

The  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Du-Val. 
|b  Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  allowing  James  Ash  a  bounty  in  lands.     And 

then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Heath  and  Gaskins,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  yester- 
day, to  the  bill  "for  amending  the  several  laws,  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  inva- 
sions and  insurrections,"  which  lay  on  the  table ;  and  the  same  being  again  twice  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  others 
amended  and  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petitions  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  King  and 
Queen,  to  them  referred,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deli- 
vered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  King 
and  Queen,  praying  that  the  town  of  Walkerton  may  be  discontinued,  and  the  lands  reserved  for  a  common  re-vested 
in  the  heir  of  John  Walker,  deceased,  who  made  a  donation  thereof  to  the  trustees,  is  reasonable;  Provided,  that  the 
rights  oi'  individuals  to  any  lot  in  the  said  town,  or  the  public  road  or  ferry,  shall  not  be  aflected  or  discontinued 
thereby. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  county 
of  King  and  Queen,  in  opposition  thereto,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  delegates  of 
this  State  in  Congress  ;  one  other  from  the  solicitor,  and  one  from  the  commissioners  appointed  to  run  the  boundary 
line  With  Pennsylvania;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tiie  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  assistant  judges  of  the  western  district;  which  was  read,  and 
ordcrtd  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Honrdd  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  establishing  the 
board  oi  auditors,  and  directing  a  mode  of  stating  public  accounts;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  tirst 
time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ml-.  Charter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  coramitte-r 
had,  accordaig  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petitions  of  James  Gordon  and  Robert  Stuart,  to  them 
reU.red,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  tiie  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  asain  twice  read  and  acreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
loweth: °  t>  . 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  a  judgment  was  obtained  in  October  last  in  the  General  Court,  against  the 

J9  said  James  Gordon,  as  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Lancaster,  not  only  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  certificate  tax,  but 

also  for  the  balance  of^  the  revenue  tax,  amounting  to  778/.  13*.  lOd.;  that  the  said  Gordon  attended  at  the  treasury 

■  on  the  1st  and  2()th  of  April,  with  certificates  to  pay  that  tax,  but  was  desired  by  one  of  the  clerks  to  po-tpone  that 

^busness,  as  (he;,  .\,  m;      :i(-!i  engaged  in  receiving  the  revenue  tax,  which  was  of  more  importance  to  the  public;  that 
both  of  the  deputy  slieritls  to  the  said  Gordon  were  sick  for  a  considerable  time,  and  one  of  thein  died  during  the  said 


collection;  and  that  the  sum  of  025/.  I9s.  4(/.  luis  been  paid  by  the  said  Gordon  since  the  judgment  was  obtained 
against  him,  which  he  had  received  from  his  deputies  before  the  month  of  October,  but  was  prevented  from  paying  it 
into  the  treasury  sooner,  by  his  indisposition. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Robert  Stuart  is  a  native  of  this  State  ;  that  he  has  resided  in  the  town 
of  Boston,  in  Massachusetts,  from  April  1779  to  October  1783,  except  when  he  went  to  sea,  which  he  has  done  several 
different  times  during  that  period,  in  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  particularly  in  the  ship 
General  Pickering,  a  letter  of  marque,  where  he  acted  as  a  mariner,  and  in  several  engagements  with  the  British,  be- 
haved iiimself  bravely. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  James  Gordon,  praying  that  the 
interest  and  damages  on  the  judgments  obtained  against  him  at  the  last  General  Court,  for  the  certificate  and  revenue 
taxes  due  for  the  year  1783,  may  be  remitted  him,  is  reasonable;  Provided,  the  principal  and  costs  thereof  be  paid  on 
or  before  the  1  st  day  of  March  next. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Robert  Stuart,  praying  that  two 
negro  slaves  lately  the  property  of  his  father,  Thomas  Stuart,  but  forfeited  to  the  Commonwealth  and  purchased  by 
the  public,  may  be  restored  to  him,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year;  and  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  on  the  bills  "  to  amend  and  explain  an  act,  entitled  '  an 
act,  for  repealing  in  part  the  act,  '  for  establishing  the  town  of  Louisville  ;"  "  to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  '  to  levy 
certain  taxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue,  and  to  apply  the  same  in  payment  of  the  debts  due  to  foreign  creditors;" 
"  for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  ;"  "  for  issuing  certain  certificates  to  the  officers  of  the  1st  and 
2d  State  regiments  ;"  "for  ascertaining  the  boundary  line  bet^veen  the  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico  ;"  "estab- 
lishing a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religion ;"  "  to  prevent  the  operation  of  the  laws  concerning  escheats 
and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects  ;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  'to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  the 
inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act:"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  recovery  of  slaves,  horses  and 
other  property  lost  during  the  war,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  17,  1784- 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  increase  the  number  of  trustees  for  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  and  for  their  annual  elec- 
tion ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  increase  the  number  of  the  trustees  for  the 
town  of  Portsmouth,  and  for  their  annual  election." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  establishing  and  reviving  inspections  of  tobacco  at 
sundry  places;"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then  he  with- 
drew. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  directing  a  mode  of 
stating  public  accounts;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Taxewell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  discharge  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  from  the 
payment  of  the  revenue  tax  for  the  year  1785;"'  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  tinu . 

A  bill,  "for  altering  the  place  for  holding  courts  in  the  county  of  Norfolk;"  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  third  reading  of  the  said  bill,  be  postponed  until  the  third  Monday  in  October  next. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "to  repeal  the  act  of  Assembly,  'for  establishing  the  town  of  VValkerton." 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  first  reading  of  the  said  bill  be  postponed  until  the  third  Monday  in  October  next. 

Mr.  Matthews  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  giving  certain  powers 
to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  for  other  purposes." 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  first  reading  of  the  said  bill  be  postponed  until  the  third  Monday  in  October  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Clarke  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  to-morrow. 

The  House,  accordiiicr  lo  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  coranuttee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
\J5 
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'•tor  ascertaining-  the  boundary  line  between  the  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico;"  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, Mr.  Speaker  resumed  ihe  ctiair,  and  Mr.  Carringtou  reported,  tliat  llie  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendmeni  thereto. 

And  then  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  granting  certain  certificates  to  the  officers  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments;"  and  after  some  time  spent  tlieie- 
in,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  tln-ough  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  liill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  tlie  third  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  certain  commissioners  appointed  on  behalf  of  the  merchants  of 
the  city  of  Glasgow  in  Great  Britain,  respecting  die  instalment  of  the  debts  due  from  the  citizens  of  this  Coii.mon- 
wealth  to  British  subjects ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  tlie  Commonwealth. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  tlie  said  commissioners  be  admitted  to  be  heard  by  dieir  counsel  at  the  bar  of  this  House  on 
Monday  next,  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  letter. 

A  representation  was  presented  to  the  House  by  a  member  in  his  place,  from  the  merchants  and  traders  in  the 
town  ot  Petersburg,  stating  the  disadvantages  to  the  commerce  of  this  Connnonwealth,  if  any  preferen;  e  be  given  to 
British  subjects,  on  the  instalment  of  British  debts  for  the  summary  recovery  and  execution  tliereupon;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  merchants  and  traders,  be  admitted  to  be  heard  by  their  counsel  at  the  bar  of  this  House 
on  Monday  next,  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  representation. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  and  reviving  in- 
spections of  tobacco  at  sundry  places;"   and  the  same  beincr  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  accjuaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "compelling  the  county  court  clerks 
to  reside  in  the  county,  and  for  the  better  security  of  county  records;"  and  the  same  being  read,  was  amended  and 
agreed  to.  ^^      j^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wells  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith.  «^  <Ll  X^M»^  #  • 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  daj-,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee^f  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  act,  to  levy  certain  taxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue,  and  to  apply  the  same  in  payment  of  the  debts 
due  to  foreign  creditors;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  had,  according-  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the 
same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  ta- 
ble, where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,   That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  dissolving  several  vestries,  and  appoint- 
ing overseers  of  the  poor  in  certain  counties;"  and  that  Messrs.  Zachariah  Johnston  and  Michael  Bowyer,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  ior  the  western  district;  and  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  die  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  and  explain  the  act,  entitled  'an 
act,  for  repealing  in  part  the  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of  Louisville;"  "for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church  ;"  "  establishing  a  provision  ibr  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religion;"  "  to  prevent  the  future  operation 
ol  the  laws  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'to  amend  and  reduce  the 
several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the 
recovery  of  slaves,  horses  and  other  property  lost  during  the  war,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  18,   1784. 


The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Kinchen  Godwin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Nansemond;  attend- 
ed in  custody  of  the  !>eriieaiit  at  anus; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Kinchen  Godwin  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  ou  paying  fees. 
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The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fairfax  ;  attend- 
ed in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms;  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  call- 
ed over  on  ;\londay  the  6th  instant; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Alexander  Hendprson  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  issuing  certain  certificates  to  the  officers  of  the  1st  and  2(1  State  regiments;"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

And  the  question  being  put,  that  the  bill  do  pass; 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes,     47.  Noes,     30. 

Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  said  bill  be,  "an  act,  for  issuing  certain  certificates  to  the  officers  of  the  1st  and  2d 
State  regiments." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mattiiews  do  carry  the  bill  to  tlie  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  by  Mr.  Nicholas  Cabell,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Clendinnen  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  for  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  John  Cropper,  Moses  Hunter,  Archibald  Stuart,  John 
Nicholas,  Samuel  Hawes,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Edward  Carrington,  Joseph  Jones  of  Dinwiddle,  Miles  King, 
Bernard  Markham,  Matthew  Cheatham,  GeorL'C  Wray,  William  Gatewood,  William  Pickett,  James  Hubard, 
James  Wall,  Ralpli  Humphreys,  Laac  Vanmiter,  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  Benjamin  Pope,  Joseph  Jones  of  King 
George,  William  Thornton,  Benjamin  Temple,  William  Dandridge  Claiborne,  James  Ball,  jun.  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
Samuel  Goode,  Francis  Corbin,  Robert  Sayres,  John  Breckenridge,  Kinchen  Godwin,  John  Kearnes,  Daniel  Sand- 
ford,  Lyttleton  Eyre,  James  Madison,  William  Ronald,  Edward  Ruffin,  Edward  Bland,  Thomas  Walke,  William 
Gr  lyson,  John  Hayes,  Mann  Page,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  Thomas  Edinunds  of  Sussex,  John  Howell  Briggs, 
Henry  Tazewell  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

The  names  ol  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Thomas  Parramore,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Edward  Carter, 
John  Booker,  Nicholas  Cabell.  William  \leredith,  Michael  Bowyer,  Zachariah  Johnston,  John  Trigg,  Robert  Clarke, 
Thomas  Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  John  Ward,  Jacob  Morton,  French  Strother,  James  Pendleton,  Thomas  Smith, 
Thomas  Underwood,  George  C'lendinuen,  Batte  Peterson,  William  Norvell,  Charles  Porter,  Richard  Bibb,  John 
Clarke,  John  Bowyer,  Gavvin  Hamilton,  John  Hopkins,  John  Taylor  of  Southampton,  Thomas  Towles,  Richard  Lee 
and  James  Montgomerj'. 

An  entirossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  to  levy  certain  taxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue,  and  apply  the  same  in 
payment  of  the  debts  due  to  foreign  creditors;"  was  re-ad  the  third  time,  and  tiie  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  lo  levy  certain  taxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue." 

Orthred,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  discharge  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  from  the  payment  of  the  revenue  tax  for  the  year  1785;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  w'hole  House  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  James  river;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  liad,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  considera- 
tioji,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move 
the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown : 

Mr.  SpeaivER, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  respecting  John  Liggon.     And  then  he  withdrew.  ||» 

The  Hruse  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  compelhng  the  county  court 
clerks  to  reside  in  the  county,  and  to  prevent  them  from  removing  the  records  out  of  the  saiue ;"  and  the  same  being^ 
read,  were  agreed  to.  A 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Heath  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  incorporating  the  members  of  the  Society  of  Cincinnati ;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  re. id  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  from  the  committee  for  (Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  vesting-  the 
estate  of  Stephen  Yancey,  deceased,  in  his  children ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several 
resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Vivion  Brooking,  late  sherifi'of  the  county 
of  Amelia,  praying  that  the  interest  and  daujaf^es  on  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  in  the  General  Court,  lor  ba- 
lance of  the  taxes  due  in  1782,  may  be  remitted,  be  rejected. 
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Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Daniel  Brown,  late  surgeon  of  the  14tii 
Virginia  regiment,  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  same  portion  of  land  given  by  law  to  surgeons  serving  three 
years,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Robert  Sayres,  praying  to  be  allowed  the 
same  portion  of  land  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  captain  serving  three  years,  is  reasonable  ;  it  appearing  to  the  committee 
that  the  said  Sayres  served  as  an  oflicer  for  the  term  of  three  years,  in  the  continental  army  and  railita  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  last  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concur- 
rence. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  be  discharged  from  pro- 
ceeding on  the  letter  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Glasgow  merchants,  respecting  the  instalment  of  British 
debts ;  as  ^also,  on  the  letter  from  the  merchants  and  traders  of  the  town  of  Petersburg,  on  the  same  subject ; 

And  that  the  orders  for  hearing  counsel  thereupon,  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  on  Monday  next,  be  rescinded. 

Mr.  William  VVatkins  reported,  from  the  commmittee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  examined  several,  and  found  tliem  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  tiieir  examination. 

Mr.  Bibb  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  clearing  Roanoke  river;'" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carrington  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  enable  the  British  merchants  to  recover  their  debts  in 
this  Commonwealth ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carrington  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  of 
Assembly,  '  for  preventing  counterfeits  of  certain  certificates ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  the  better  support  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  western 
district;"  and  that  Messrs.  Breckenridge,  Barbour,  Pope,  Stuart  and  Johnston,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Johnston  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  dissolving  several 
vestries,  and  appointing  overseers  of  the  poor;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  hv 
read  a  second  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  on  the  resolution,  authorising  the  Execu- 
tive to  concert  with  the  continental  commissioner  of  loans,  the  necessary  precautions  against  counterfeiting  certificates, 
be  discharged  therefrom ;  and  that  Sir.  Carrington  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concur- 
rence. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  on  the  bills  "  to  amend  and  explain  the  act,  entitled  '  an 
act,  for  repealing  in  part  the  act,  'for  establishing  the  town  of  Louisville  ;"  "  establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers 
of  the  christian  religion ;"  "to  prevent  the  future  operation  of  the  laws  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from 
British  subjects ;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco, 
into  one  act ;"  and  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  recovery  of  slaves,  horses  and  other  property  lost  dur 
ing  the  war,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  20,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  amending  the  several  laws,  '  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  ■ 
aganist  uivasions  and  insurrections;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

nesolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  amending  the  several  laws,   'for  regulating 
and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  James  river;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown: 

Mr.  Speakkh, — The  Senate  insist  on  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "for  establishing 
and  reviving  inspections  of  tobacco,  at  sundry  places."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  bill,  "for  incorporating  the  members  of  the  Cincinnati  Society;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  second  Thursday  in  November  next. 

A  hill,  "  for  vesting  the  estate  of  Stephen  Yancey,  deceased,  in  his  children;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  tlie  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 
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A  bill,  "  to  enable  the  British  mprciiants  to  recover  their  debts  within  this  Commonwealth;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  (he  whole  House,  on  Tliiirsday  next. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  an  act,  'for  clearing  Roanoke  river;"  was  read  tlie  second  time,  and  ordered  <*k 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  preventing  counterfeits  of  certaiii 
certificates;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Matthews,  Madison,  Harrison,  Cor- 
bin.  Page  and  Carrington. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  an  act,  '  for  dissolving  several  vestries,  and  appointing  overseers  of  the  poor 
in  certain  counties;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bil! 
"for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Breckenridge  reported,  that  the  conimiltee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consi- 
deration, and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report, 
when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wall  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  and  lor  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  n  hole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for 
establishing  a  board  of  auditors,  and  directing  the  mode  of  stating  public  accounts ;"  "  to  discharge  the  people  of 
this  Commonwealth,  from  the  payment  of  the  revenue  tax  for  the  year  1785;"  "  to  amend  and  explain  the  act,  enti- 
tled an  act,  '  for  repealing  in  part  the  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of  Louisville ;"  "  establishing  a  provision  for  the 
teachers  of  the  christian  religion  ;"  "  to  prevejit  the  future  operation  of  the  laws  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures 
from  British  subjects;"  "to  amend  the  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  the  inspection  of 
tobacco,  into  one  act ;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  recovery  of  slaves,  horses  and  other  property 
lost  during  the  war,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  21,   1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  dissolving  several  vestries,  and  appointing  overseers 
of  the  poor  in  certain  counties;"   was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  bill  do  pass;  and  tiiat  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  dissolving 
several  vestries,  and  appointing  overseers  of  the  poor  in  certain  counties." 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  clearing  Roanoke  river;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  clearing" 
Roanoke  river." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bibb  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  \j^ 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  accorduig  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  authorise  the  Congress  of  tlie  United  States,  to  carry  into  ^ 
effect  within  this  Commonwealth  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  provide  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  tlie  payment  of 
this  State's  quota  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  twelve  States  in  the  Union  shall  pass  simi- 
lar laws;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison  : 

Mr.  Speakek. — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  for  granting  a  bounty  of  lands  to  John  Bell ;  forM^ 
remitting  the  interest  and  damages  upon  a  judgment  obtained  against  James  Gordon;  and  for  restoring  the  negroes 
in  the  possession  of  the  public  to  Robert  Stuart,  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House ;  also,  to  the  bill  "  for  the  establisiimeiit  of  Courts  of  Assize,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Matthews  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  taking  a  survey  of  the  rivers  James  and  Potomac,  and 
of  the  western  waters  to  the  head  branches  of  the  same,  that  they  may  be  rendered  navigable ;"  and  the  same  was  re- 
ceived and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameadments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of 
Assize ;"  and  the  same  beinc;  read,  some  were  agl-ped  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on  by 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  and  reviving  inspections  of  tobacco  at  sundry  places;"  and  the  same  being 
read; 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 
X5 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution,  for  restoring  two  negroes  in  the 
►possession  of  the  public,  tm  Robert  Stuart;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  IMr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Breckenridge  presented,  according  to  order,  a  hill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  support 
of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Kentucky  district;"   and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  bill  "  to  amend 
and  explain  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  repealing  in  part  the  act,  lor  establishing  the  town  of  Louisville;"  and  that 
the  sarne  be  committed  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

.Mr.  Breckenridge  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  amendments  made  yesterday  to  the  bill 
"for  incorporating  the  clergy  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;"  and  he  read  the  same  in  liis  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  tlie  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  Irom  Col.  Edward  Carrington. 
and  one  otlier  from  the  solicitor  general ;  whicii  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into'  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  prevent  the  future  operation  of  the  laws  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects;"  and  after 
some  tiiTie  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carrington  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cordinc  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twicf 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bdl,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "to  authorise  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  carry  into  effect  within  this  Commonwealth,  an  act, 
entitled  'an  act,  to  provide  certain  and  adequate- funds  for  the  payment  of  this  State's  quota  of  the  debts  contracted 
by  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  twelve  States  in  tlie  Union  shall  pass  similar  laws;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  immediately. 

The  House,  accordinglj-,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  bill;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Breckenridge  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
in"-  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto, 
which  lie  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

And  tlien  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time : 
It  passed  in  the  negative. 
Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Jlessrs.  Robert  Clarke,  and  Thomson,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House, 
for  the  remainder  of  tbe  session. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  increasing  the  number  of  trustees  for  the  town  ol 
Portsmouth,  and  for  their  annual  election,"  with  an  amendment,  to  wliich  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House; 
^  also,  they  do  recede  from  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  and  reviving  in- 
spections of  tobacco  at  sundry  places."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Carrington  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  '-for  arming  the  militia  of  this  Commonwealth;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  ad,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  support  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Kentucky  dis- 
trict;" was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
■         Mr.  Matthews  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  of  As- 
sembly, '  regulating  the  appointment  of  naval  officers,  and  ascertaining' their  fees  ;'  and  tlie  duties  payable  on  goods  im- 
ported into  this  State;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  tlie  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  tlie  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  ta' resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  establishii-g  the  board  of  au- 
ditors, and  directing  a  mode  of  stating  public  accounts;"  "to  discharge  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  from  the 
payment  of  the  revenue  tax  for  the  year  1785;"  "establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religion;" 
"  to  amend  the  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  AssemUfc  '  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act ;" 
and  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  recovery  of  slaves,^orses  and  other  property  lost  during  the  war," 
being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  llie  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning.  10  o'clock. 
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All  engrossed  bill,  " incorporatina:  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;"  was  read  the  tiiird  time,  and  the  blanks 
therein  filled  up ;  and  the  question  being-  put  that  the  said  bill  do  pass ; 

It  was  resolved  in  the  aliirm alive. 

Ayes,      47.  Noes,     38. 

Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  bill  be,  "an  act,  for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;"  and  that 
jMr.  Breckenridge  do  carry  it  to  the  Senate  and  desire  their  concinn-ence. 

Oil  a  motion  made  by  iMr.  Henderson,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Zachariah  Johnston  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  for  tiie  passage  of  the  said  bill,  be  inserted  in 
the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  John  Cropper,  Thomas  Parramore,  Samuel  Sherwin,  John 
Booker,  Nicholas  Cabell,  William  Meredith,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Bernard  Markliam,  Matthew  Cheatham,  Edward 
Carrington,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  James  Pendleton,  Joseph  Jones  of  Dinwiddie,. Miles  King,  George  Wray,  John 
Marshall,  James  Hubard,  Peier  Saunders,  John  Scasbiook  Wills,  Philip  Barbour,  Joseph  Jones  of  King  George, 
William  Thornton,  James  Ball,  jr.  Francis  Peyton,  William  Anderson,  Samuel  Goode,  Francis  Corbin,  William 
Curtis,  Willis  Riddick,  Kinchen  Godwin,  William  Armistead,  Daniel  Sandford,  Lyttlcton  Eyre,  John  Thornton, 
James  Madison,  William  Ronald,  Edmund  Ruffin,  Thomas  Walke,  William  Grayson,  Mann  Page,  William  Brent, 
Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  John  Howell  Briggs,  Richard  Lee,  Nathaniel  Nelson  and 
Henry  Tazewell. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Edward  Carter,  Michael  Bovvyer, 
Zachariah  Johnston,  John  Trigg,  Moses  Hunter,  Archibald  Stuart,  John  Nicholas,  Samuel  Hawcs,  Jacob  Morton, 
French  Strother,  Spencer  Roane,  William  Gatewood,  Alexander  Henderson,  William  Pickett,  Thomas  Underwood, 
George  Clendinnen,  Ralph  Humphreys,  Isaac  Vanmiter,  Garland-Anderson,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Benjamin  Pope, 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  John  Glenn,  Robert  Sayres,  John  Kearues,  Charles  Porter,  Benjamin  Lankford,  William  Dix, 
Richard  Bibb,  John  Clarke,  John  Bowyer,  Gawin  Hamilton,  John  Hays,  John  Hopkins,  Isaac  Zane.John  Taylor  of 
Southampton,  and  James  Montgomery. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Thornton,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northumberland, 
attended  in  custody  of  tlie  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence,  when  the  House 
was  called  over  on  the  6th  instant ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Thornton  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Gooch- 
land; and  Mr.  Isaac  Zane,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  attended  in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at 
arms  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  and  Isaac  Zane,  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  on  paying  fees. 

A  messacje  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  allowing  a  bounty  in  lands  to  Robert  Sayres;  also,J 
they  do  recede  from  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  establishing  Courts  of  Assize  ;"  and  they  j 
have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guard-* 
ing  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  others 
disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  prevent  the  future  operation  of  the  laws  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British 
subjects ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  respecting  future  confiscations." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  the  better  support  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Kentucky  district;" 
was  read  the  third  time. 

On  a  niotion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "  for  taking  a  survey  of  the  rivers  James  and  Potomac,  and  of  the  nearest  western  waters  to  the  head 
branches  of  the  same,  that  may  be  rendered  navigable,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  cominitted  to 
Messrs.  Matthews,  Madison,  Grayson,  and  (barter  Henrj'  Harrison. 

A  bill,  "for  arming  the  militia  of  this  Commonwealth;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'regulating  the  appointment  of  naval 
officers  and  ascertaining  their  fees,  and  the  duties  payable  on  goods  imported  into  this  State ;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Friday  next. 

On  a  motion  made, 
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Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  bill  "to  amend 
the  act,  for  the  recovery  of  slaves,  horses  and  other  property,  lost  during  tlie  war." 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  the  auditors  were  directed  to  close  their  office  against 
the  settlement  ol'  ofticers'  and  soldiers'  accounts  on  the  1st  day  of  January  next ;  and  it  is  represented  to  this  Assembly 
that  many  of  their  accounts  still  remain   unliquidated ; 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  tiie  auditors  be  empowered  to  continue  the  liquidation  of  the  said  accounts  until  the  1st 
day  of  Slay  next,  upon  their  being  previously  certified  by  the  commissioners  agreeably  to  the  said  resolution,  and  giv- 
ing the  like  public  notice  of  this  resolution,  as  is  therein  directed. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  case  of  John  Conard,  expressed  in  a  petition  presented  to  this  Assembly,  be  referred  to  the 
Executive ;  and  that  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  be  authorised  to  cause  the  same  to  be  settled  in  such  man- 
ner as  shall  seem  reasonable;  and  that  warrants  shall  be  drawn  for  such  balance  as  may  be  found  due,  out  of  the  funds 
appropriated,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  in  like  cases,  in  such  propor- 
tions and  at  such  times  as  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  aforesaid,  may  direct. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  Philip  Barbour,  to  them  reiisrred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a 
resoludon  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  Journals  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  adjust  and  settle  the  western 
claims  against  the  public,  that  there  is  due  to  the  petitioner,  9,173  dollars,  4  livres  and  8  sols,  making  2,752/.  3s.  Id. 
for  supplies  actually  furnished  by  the  petitioner  for  the  support  of  the  troops  in  the  western  country,  in  the  year  1780. 

iVhereupon,  resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  ought  to  issue 
warrants  in  favor  of  the  petitioner  for  the  said  sum  of  2,752/.  3s.  Id.  and  allow  him  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per 
annum  thereon,  to  be  computed  from  the  12lh  day  of  March  1781,  till  payment,  to  be  paid  out  of  such  funds  as  shall 
be  hereafter  established  for  the  payment  of  debts  of  a  similar  kind. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  appointing  overseers  of  the  poor,  within  the  several  parishes 
of  this  Commonwealth;"  and  that  Messrs.  Henderson,  Zachariah  Johnston,  Tazewell  and  Ronald,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 

"establishing  a  provision  for  teachers  of  the  christian  religion;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  re- 

A^unied  the  chair,  and   Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under 

Ttheir  consideration,  and  made  some  progress  therein  ;  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him 

rVo  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  upon  the 
said  bill. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  lo  proceed  b}'  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year,  and  of  a  chief  magistrate  for  the  western  district ;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwe.dth  ;  and  on  the  bills  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assem- 
bly, for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  directing  the  mode  of  stilting  the  public  accounts;"  "to  discharge  the 
people  of  this  Comtiionwealth  from  the  payment  of  the  revenue  tax  for  the  year  1785  ;"  and  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  to 
amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whon)  the  bill  "for 
vesting  the  estate  of  Stephen  Yancey,  deceased,  in  his  children,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordired,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

jMr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "to 
amend  the  act,   'lor  clearing  Mattaponi  river,"  was  committed;  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments  tliereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  e'ngrossed  and  read  ihe  third  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "for 
opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  James  river,"  was  committed  ;  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
hail  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  road,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
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Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  tim?. 
Aud  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  23,   1784. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  vesting  the  estate  of  Stephen  Yancey,  deceased,  in  his  children ;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  therein  fdled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  vesting  the  estate  of  Stephen  Yancey,  deceased, 
in  his  children." 

Ordtred,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  clearing  Mattaponi  river;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks 
therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for  clearing  Mattaponi 
river." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Dn-Val: 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  tax  of 
OS.  per  hundred  acres  on  land  granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom,"  with  several 
amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments,  and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mr.  Speaker. — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  dissolving  severally 
vestries,  and  appointing  overseers  of  the  poor  in  certain  counties;"  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  amendment  of  this 
House,  to  the  last  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining 
the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  member  in  his  place  presented  to  the  House,  a  representation  of  the  directors  of  the  public  buildings,  con- 
taining their  reasons  for  an  alteration  in  the  plan  of  the  said  buildings,  as  directed  by  the  act,  "for  the  removal  of  the 
seat  of  government;"  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  enlarging  the  number  of  trus- 
tees for  the  town  of  Portsmoutli,  aud  for  their  annual  election;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Brecki^nridge  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  sundry  merchants  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  of  the  town  of 
Petersburg;  which  was  read,  aud  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "to  ena-    ■ 
ble  the  British  merchants  to  recover  their  debts  withiu  this  Commonwealth." 

Mr.  Madison  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  whom  the  bill  "to  amend  and  explain  an 
act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  repealing  in  part  the  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of  Louisville,"  was  committed,  that  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  tlie  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  cominittee  of  Claims  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  claim  of  Philip  Barbour 
against  this  State ;  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Executive. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religion;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Breckenridge  reported,  that  the  .ommittee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  un- 
der their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  lime. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Harrison  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Thursday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Du- Val : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  recede  from  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "to  provider 
for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  five  shillings  per  hundred  acres  on  land  granted  by  patent,  and  for  ap- ' 
propriating  tlie  money  arising  therefrom."     And  then  he  wididrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  report- 
ed, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,^ 
Y5  1 
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and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer 
for  the  ensuin"'  year,  and  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district ;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  enable  the  British  merchants 
to  recover  their  debts  within  this  Commonwealth;"  "to  amend  the  act,  for  the  better  support  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  tlie  Kenttickv  district;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  di- 
recting the  mode  of  stating  public  accounts;"  "to  discharge  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  from  the  payment  of 
the  revenue  tax  for  the  year  1785  ;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for 
the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act,"  being  read; 

Ordered,    That  the  same  be  put  oft"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  tlie  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  24,   1784. 


An  engrossed  liill,  "to  amend  and  explain  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  repealing  in  part  the  act,  'for  establishing 
the  town  of  Louisville;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act, 
for  repealing  in  part  the  act,  '  for  establishing  the  town  of  Louisville." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made;  and  tlie  question  being  put,  that  the  thii-d  reading  of  the  engrossed  bill  "establishing  a  pro- 
L vision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religion;"  be  postponed  until  the  fourth  Thursday  in  November  next. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes,     45.  Noes,     38. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Breckenridge,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Zane ; 

Ordered,  That  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Edward  Carter,  Samuel  Sherwin. 
Nicholas  Cabell,  Miciiael  Bowyer,  Zachariah  Johnston,  John  Trigg,  Moses  Hunter,  Archibald  Stuart,  John  Nicholas, 
Samuel  Hawes,  Jacob  Morton,  French  Strother,  Spencer  Roane,  William  Gatewood,  William  Pickett,  George  Clen- 
dinnen,  Ralph  Humphreys,  Isaac  V^anmiter,  Turner  Southall,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Benjamin  Pope,  Francis  Peyton, 
John  Glenn,  Robert  Sayres,  John  Breckein-idge,  John  Kearnes,  James  Madison,  Charles  Porter,  Benjamin  Lank- 
ford,  William  Mayo,  William  Ronald,  John  Bowyer,  John  Hayes,  Gawin  Hamilton,  John  Hopkins,  Isaac  Zane,  John 
Taylor  of  Southampton,  Thomas  Towles,  Mann  Page,  William  Brent,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  John  Howell 
Briggs,  James  Jlontgomery  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  John  Cropper,  Thomas  Parramore,  Benjamin  Harrison, 
Bernard  Markham,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  James  Pendleton,  William  Watkins,  Joseph  Jones  of  Dinwiddle,  Miles 
King,  George  Wray,  Alexander  Henderson,  John  jMarshall,  Thomas  Smith,  James  Hubard,  Garland  Anderson,  Bart- 
lett  Anderson,  John  S.  Wills,  Philip  Barbour,  Joseph  Jones  of  King  George,  William  Thornton,  James  Ball,  Rich- 
ard Bland  Lee,  William  Anderson,  Francis  Corbin,  William  Curtis,  Willis  Riddick,  Kinchen  Godwin,  Daniel  Sand- 
ford,  Lytdeton  Eyre,  John  Thornton,  Richard  Bibb,  Edmund  Ruffin,  Thomas  VValke,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  John 
Allen,  Richard  Lee,  Nathaniel  Nelson  and  Henry  Tazewell. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  the  engrossed  bill,  "establishing  a  provision  for  teachers  of  the  christian  religion,"  together  with 
the  names  of  tlie  ayes  and  noes,  on  the  question  to  postponing  the  third  reading  of  the  said  bill  to  the  fourth  Thurs- 
day in  November  next,  be  published  in  hand-bills,  and  twelve  copies  thereof  delivered  to  each  member  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembh',  to  be  distributed  in  their  respective  counties;  and  that  the  people  thereof  be  requested  to  signiiy  their 
opinion  respecting  the  adoption  of  such  a  bill,  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  arming  the  militia  of  this  Commonwealth ;"  was  read  tlie  third  time,  and  the  blanks  there- 
in filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  jiroxiding  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  State." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
^  An  engrossed  bill,  "for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  James  river  ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 

blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  tliat  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of 
James  river." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
f  A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

^  Mu.  Si'K.\KER, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  tJie  act,  for  clearing  Mattaponi  river;"  also,  to 
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the  resolutions, for  referrinc:  John  Conan's  claim  to  the  Executive;  to  continue  the  liquidation  of  ofticers'  and  soldiers'i^ 
accounts;  and  authorising  the  Executive  to  concert  witli  the  commissioners  of  the  Loan  Office,  the  necessary  precau- 
tions against  counterfeits  of  certain  certificates;  also,  they  do  insist  on  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House, 
to  the  bill  "for  increasing  the  number  of  trustees  for  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  and  for  their  annual  election."     And 
tiien  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Fitzhugh : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  they 
are  signed  by  their  Speaker  ;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Cliurch,'' 
with  several  amendments,  to  which  tliey  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and 
others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Z>lr.  Anderson: 

Mr.  Speakeu, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  vesting  the  estate  of  Stephen  Yancey,  deceased,  in 
his  children,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then  he  with- 
drew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on  by 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  increasing  the  number  of  trustees  for  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  and  for  their  annual  elec- 
tion," and  the  same  being  read; 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  and  agree  to  the  said 
amendments,  with  an  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  enable  the  British  merchants  to  recover  their  debts  within  this  Commonwealth;"  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Breckenridge  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same, 
had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  regulate  the  solemnization  of  marriages ;"  and  that  Mr.  Mann 
Page  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer 
for  the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act, 
the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  regulating  the  appointment  of  naval  officers,  and  ascertaining  their  fees,  and  the  duties 
payable  on  goods  imported  into  this  State;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  the  better  support  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
Kentucky  district ;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'lor  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  directing  a 
mode  of  stating  public  accounts;"  "to  discharge  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  from  the  payment  of  the  revenue 
tax  for  the  year  1785;"  and,  "to  amend  the  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  the  inspec- 
tion of  tobacco,  into  one  act,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  25,  1784. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment; 

But  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  27,  1784. 


On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

Tbf  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  those  who  failed  to  appear,  were  noted;  and  the  names 
of  those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in  the 
service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas  and  Ed- 
ward Carter,  members  for  the  county  of  Albemarle;  John  Booker,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Amelia; 
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»Adam  Stephen,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley;  George  Hancock,  one  of  the  members  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Botetourt;  Thomas  Edmunds  and  Thomas  Claiborne,  members  for  the  county  of  Brunswick;  John  Nicholas 
and  Charles  Patteson,  members  for  the  county  of  Buckingham ;  John  Ward,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Campbell ;  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Caroline ;  Joseph  Jones,  one  the  members  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Dinvviddie;  Miles  King,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Elizabeth  City;  Thomas  West,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Fairfax ;  John  Crittenden,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fayette ;  Thomas  Mann 
Randolph,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Goochland ;  Batte  Peterson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Greensville-  Isaac  Coles,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Halifax;  Isaac  Vanmiter,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Hampshire;  William  Norvell  and  William  Walker,  members  for  the  county  of  James  City;  Philip  Bar- 
bour one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Jeflerson  ;  Edmund  Byiie  and  Larkin  Smith,  members  for  the  county  of 
King  and  Queen  ;  Joseph  Jones,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  George  ;  William  Dandridge  Claiborne, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  William;  William  White,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Louisa; 
Anthony  Street,  one  oftlie  members  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg;  John  Logan  and  George  Slaughter,  members  for 
the  county  of  Lincoln  ;  William  Randolph,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg ;  Francis  Corbin, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Middlesex;  Benjamin  Wilson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Montgo- 
mery; Francis  Worman,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Monongalia;  William  Armistead  and  John  Watkins, 
members  for  the  county  of  New  Kent;  Bennett  Tompkins,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Northampton  ;  Ebe- 
nezer  Zane  and  David  Shepherd,  members  for  the  county  of  Ohio;  William  Mayo,  one  of  the  members  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Powhatan ;  John  Clarke,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  Edward ;  Edward  Bland,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George;  John  Ackiss,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Norfolk;  Alexander 
Scott  Bullitt,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  William  ;  John  Fauntleroy  and  Landon  Carter,  members 
for  the  county  of  Richmond;  Abraham  Keller,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah;  Albridgton  Jones, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Southampton ;  Mann  Page,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Spottsylva- 
nia;  Bailey  Washington,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Staflbrd ;  John  Allen,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Surry  ;  Wilson  Miles  Cary  and  John  Langhorne,  members  for  the  county  of  Warwick ;  Henry  Lee,  jun. 
and  Richard  Lee,  members  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland ;  James  Montgomery,  one  of  the  members  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Washington ;  and  Joseph  Prentis,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  York. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  be  authorised  to  send  special  messengers  to  take  into 
his  custody  the  bodies  of  the  absent  members  wherever  to  be  found,  and  the  Speaker  is  desired  in  his  discretion,  to  issue 
warrants  accordingly. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  28,  1784. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Edward  Bland,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  George,  at- 
tended in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Edward  Bland  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Joseph  Jones,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddle,  attended  in 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  called  over 
yesterday; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Joseph  Jones  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  witliout  paying  fees. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Wilson  Cary  Nicliolas,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Albemarle; 
,  Mr.  Isaac  Coles,  one  of  the  members  tor  the  county  of  Halifax ;  Mr.  Francis  Corbin,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county 
of  Middlesex ;  and  Mr.  Mann  Page,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Spottsylvania,  attended  in  custody  of  the 
sergeant  at  arms ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Isaac  Coles,  Francis  Corbin  and  Mann  Page  be  admitted  to  their 
seats,  on  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Mann  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  regulate  the  solemnization  of  marriages ;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Matthews  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  concerning  the  appointment  of  sherifTs;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Stuart  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "for  equalizing  the  land  tax,"  was  couimitted,  thai  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Carrington  reported,  from  the  coimnittee  to  whom  the  bill  "  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several 
acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  preventing  counterfeits  of  certain  certificates,"  was  committed,  that  the  comaiittee  had,  acciu'd- 
ing  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his 
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place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in   at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twjce  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  made  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  vesting  the  estate  of 
Stephen  Yancey,  deceased,  in  his  children;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  to  amend  and  explain  aa  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  rc]ieul-Jt 
ing  in  part  the  act,  '  for  establishing  the  town  of  Louisville  ;"  and  "  respecting  future  confiscations,"  with  an  amend- 
ment, to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendment ;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Madison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  conmiittee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  public  accounts,  and  pre- 
pare a  general  statement  of  the  public  debt,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  revenues  of  t!ie  Commonwealth,  as  also  to 
consider  of  the  proper  funds  for  payment  of  debts,  for  which  no  provision  hath  yet  been  made,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  proceeded  on  the  said  business,  and  from  the  best  materials  and  information  they  iiad  been 
able  to  collect,  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  tiiereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
aflersvards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

Your  committee  find,  that  the  gross  amount  of  the  taxes  arising  under  the  revenue  law,  on  lands  and  lots,  slaves, 
free  male  titheables  and  taxable  property,  is  272,381/.  18s.  9d.;  and  the  commission  allowed  the  collectors  of  the  said 
taxes,  and  the  commissioners  of  the  land  tax,  to  be  deducted  from  the  gross  amount  of  the  taxes,  is  4,903/.  7^.  5d. 
which  leaves  a  nett  revenue  of  257,478/.  lis.  4f/. ;  but  there  being  considerable  deficiencies  on  account  of  insolvencies, 
which  appears  to  your  committee  ought  to  be  computed  at  100/.  average  in  each  county ;  and  there  being  some  remote 
counties  which  have  paid  but  little  into  the  treasury,  and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  can  hardly  be  ex- 
pected to  pay  the  full  amount  of  their  arrearages  in  any  short  period,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  the  amount  of 
the  revenue  to  be  carried  into  the  public  treasury,  in  money,  from  the  taxes  aforesaid,  cannot  be  estimated  at  more 
than  the  sum  of  242,678/.  lis.  4i.  as  will  appear  from  the  following  statement,  viz: 

Gross  amount  of  taxes,  ... 

Deduct  for  commissions  to  collectors,  &ic. 

Insolvents  at  J  GO/,  each  county. 

Deficiencies  estimated  at  100/.  each  county, 


4,903 
7,400 
7,400 

7     5 
0     0 
0     0 

£272,381   18     9 
29,703     7     5 

£242,678  11     4 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  above  sum  is  the  most  that  can  ever  be  counted  upon  to  arise  from  the 
revenue  law,  provided  the  whole  revenue  is  collected  in  money;  but  when  specifics  are  received  in  lieu  of  money,  your 
committee  cannot  form  any  estimate  of  the  sum  that  may  be  ultimately  brought  into  the  public  treasury,  and  can  only 
report,  that  in  those  years,  when  produce  has  been  received  in  lieu  of  money,  in  payment  of  taxes,  the  sum  brought 
into  the  public  treasury  has  been  considerably  short  of  the  foregoing  statement. 

Your  committee  having  examined  the  amount  of  the  several  debts  and  expenses  of  government,  for  the  payment 
of  which  the  said  revenue  is  appropriated,  find  the  public  faith  pledged  to  pay  therefrom  the  following  sums  annu- 
ally, viz: 

The  amount  of  the  land  tax  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  to  pay  for  the  public  buildings  des- 
troyed by  order  of  Convention,  -  -  -  £  555     3     5 
One-tenth  of  the  tax  arising  from  lands  and  lots,  to  redeem  this  State's  proportion  of  money 

issued  agreeably  to  the  recommendations  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March  1780,  8,585     0    5 

Interest  at  six  per  centum  per  annum,  on  5,869/.  lis.  2d.  the  amount  of  paper  money  of  this 

State  funded,  at  the  rate  of  1,000/.  paper  money,  for  1/.  specie,  -  352     3     6 

To  be  paid  to  the  United  States,  as  this  State's  quota  of  the  interest  on  the  debts  due  by  the 

United  States,  ....  120,000     0     0 

The  amount  of  certificates  granted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State  establishments,  and  to  the 
navy  of  this  State,  for  arrears  o(  pay  and  depreciation,  prior  to  the  1st  of  October  1784,  745,567/.  16s.  2d.  carrying 
an  annual  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent.  The  act  for  redeeming  those  certificates  directs,  that  the  interest  shall 
be  paid  annually  from  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  act,  and  one-eighth  of  the  principal  annually;  the  first  payment 
of  such  principal  to  commence  on  the  1st  of  January  1785;  but  there  being  other  provisions  made  to  pay  part  of  the 
said  debt,  besides  the  above  taxes,  we  only  charge  the  permanent  revenue,  with  the  interest  of  the  above  sum,  which 
amounts  annually  to  -  .  .  .  £44,731     1     4 

One-tenth  of  the  revenue  arising  from  free  male  titheables  and  taxable  property,  is  appropri- 
ated to  the  support  of  military  pensioners ;  we  are  of  opinion  one-tenth  will  yield,  per 
annum,  -  -  -  -  6,000     0    0 

Z  5 
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One-tenth  of  the  aforesaid  revenue  is  assigned  for  defraying  the  contingent  charges  of  gov- 
ernment, and  one-tenth  to  pay  debts  due  on  the  military  fund;  we  find  that  1782,  1783, 
and  part  of  1784,  the  warrants  drawn  on  those  funds,  amount  to  40,042/.  19s.  6  l-2d. 
which  on  an  average  each  year,  is  about  -  -  15,000     0     0 

Salaries  to  tlie  officers  of  civil  government,  including  the  members  of  Assembly  and  delegates 

to  Congress,  "  -  -  -  -  29,828     0     0 

I  Your  committee  find  from  the  above  statement,  that  the  revenues  of  the  Commonwealth  arising  from  the  afore- 
said taxes,  exceed  the  amount  of  the  several  sums  charged  thereon  16,G27/.  3^.  4d. ;  but  two-tenths  of  the  taxes  aris- 
ing from  free  male  titheables  and  taxable  property,  being  considered  as  unappropriated,  and  subject  to  be  disposed  of 
by  votes  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  the  public  exigencies  may  require ;  and  the  aforesaid  two-tenths  having  been 
heretofore  voted  for  the  payment  of  debts  due  by  the  State,  to  persons  whose  claims  appeared  entitled  to  a  preference 
over  the  general  mass  of  public  creditors,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  greater  sum  than  16,627/.  3s.  4c/. 
annually,  can  be  voted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  revenues  aforesaid,  without  an  infringement  of  the  appropria- 
tions heretofore  made :  ,^nd  provided,  the  said  revenues  are  collected  annually,  at  the  time  by  law  prescribed,  your  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  the  aforesaid  sum  may,  in  each  year,  be  disposed  of  by  the  General  Assembly,  without  prejudice 
to  the  several  appropriations;  Provided,  also,  that  the  duties  on  mercliandize  appropriated  for  the  redemption  of  military- 
certificates  shall  be  applied  to  that  purpose,  and  prove  adequate  to  the  payment  of  such  proportion  thereof,  as  is  directed 
to  be  paid  by  the  act,  "  for  providing  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the  redemption  of  the  said  certificates;"  but  your 
committee  find  themselves  obliged  to  report  that,  from  various  postponements  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  from 
deficiencies  in  collection  and  loss  on  specifics,  instead  of  120,000/.  being  paid  annually,  as  this  State's  quota  of  inter- 
est on  the  continental  debt,  only  123,573/.  10s.  hath  lieen  paid  in  1782,  1733  and  1784,  by  which  it  appears  that  this 
State,  in  the  three  years  before  mentioned,  hath  fallen  short  of  paying  her  quota  of  interest  on  the  continental  debt,  the  sum 
of  136,427/.  10s.;  but  your  committee  find,  that  Congress  having  transmitted  to  this  State  a  statement  of  the  national 
debt,  dated  the  17th  of  April  1784,  and  having  taken  into  consideration  the  exhausted  situation  of  the  several  States 
in  the  Union,  and  being  of  opinion,  that  in  the  present  circumsiances  of  many  of  them,  a  full  payment  of  their  quota 
could  not  be  expected  ;  they  have  at  the  same  time  made  a  requisition  on  the  several  States  of  those  sums  which  they 
represent  as  indispensably  necessary  to  support  the  Federal  Administration,  under  the  pressure  of  demands  which  will 
admit  neither  of  denial  or  delay,  and  fix  the  proportion  required  from  this  State  at  538,993  dollars,  to  be  paid  within 
the  course  of  the  year  1784;  and  your  committee  find,  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  last  session, 
pledging  this  State  for  the  payment  thereof,  to  which  resolution  your  committee  beg  leave  to  refer.  Your  committee 
find,  that  of  the  above  sum,  268,493  dollars  hath  been  paid,  and  that  there  yet  remains  to  be  paid  the  sum  of  270,200 
dollars  to  complete  the  said  requisition,  all,  or  the  greater  part  of  which  can  only  be  made  good  from  the  collection  of 
one  per  cent,  on  lands  now  distrained  for,  and  from  the  revenue  which  becomes  distrainable  for,  in  January  1735  ;  in 
which  case,  there  will  be  a  deficiency  in  the  year  1785  of  the  aforesaid  amount  of  270,200  dollars,  if  the  collection  of 
the  whole  revenue  of  that  year  shall  be  postponed. 

Your  committee  also  report,   that  the  arrears  of  military  pensions   for  the   year   1784, 

amounts  to  ...  -  £  12,289     4     5 

The  amount  drawn  on  the  contingent  and  military  funds  unpaid,  -  9,260  12     7  1-2 

21,549   17     0  1-2 
Which,  added  to  the  above  270,200  dollars,  -  '      -  81,060     0     0 


102,609   17     0   1-2 


From  this  statement,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  after  the  revenue  for  1784  shall  be 
collected,  there  will  be  a  deficiency  of  102,609/.  17s.  l-2(/.  besides  about  half  a  year's 
expenses  of  civil  government,  and  the  expenses  of  criminal  proseciilions,  which  occa- 
sion a  considerable  anticipation  of  revenue,  the  warrants  to  venire  men  being  by  law 
receivable  in  payment  of  taxes.  Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the 
sum  of  120,000/.  at  least,  ought  to  be  collected  in  1785,  besides  the  revenue  which  be- 
cane  due  in  1784,  and  hath  been  postponed.  Your  committee  having  thus  stated  the 
amount  of  the  public  debts,  for  the  payment  of  which  ample  funds  appear  to  be  provid- 
ed, if  the  collection  of  the  taxes  shall  be  enforced,  find  it  a  part  of  their  duty  to  report 
the  amount  of  certain  debts,  the  payment  of  whicli  seems  to  be  much  pressed,  and  for 
which  little  provision  hath  yet  been  made  ;  amongst  them,  we  find  a  debt  due  to  cer- 
tain meritorious  individuals,  who  lent  money  and  tobacco  to  the  public,  on  the  pressing 
rcipiisitions  of  the  Genera]  Assembly,  and  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Common- 
wealth, when  the  credit  of  the  State  was  lost  with  every  other  person.  The  sums, 
though  not  large,  were  supplied  ;it  a  verv  critical  time,  and  the  public  faith  solemnly 
pledged  for  a  speedy  reimbursement;  no  part  of  principal  or  interest  hath  yet  been 
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paid.     The  amount  of  money  received  under  those  requisitions,  with  interest  thereon, 
to  the  1st  of  October  1784,is  of  the  vahie  of  -  -  £6  516     7     9  1-2 

\nd  the  quantity  of  tobacco,  with  interest  thereon  to  the  same  date,  amounts  to  267,267  lbs. 

nett,  which,  on  an  average  value  at  30s.  per  100,  amounts  to  -  4,009     0     0 


10,525     7     9   1-2 


Your  committee,  considering  this  debt  as  one  of  the  first  dignity,  are  of  opinion,  that  so  much  of  the  unappropri- 
ated two-tenths,  as  will  make  the  same  good  in  tin-ee  equal  annual  payments,  ought  to  be  applied  to  that  purpose ; 
and  that  warrants  should  be  annually  granted  for  such  proportion,  and  made  receivable  in  any  specie  tax.  Your  com- 
mittee further  do  report,  that  considerable  sums  of  money  were  at  diflerent  times  lent  the  State  under  the  several  acts 
of  Assembly,  "  authorising  the  treasurer  to  borrow  money  at  an  interest  of  six  per  centum,  redeemable  at  certain 
periods  ;"  and  considerable  sums  are  still  due  for  such  loans ;  the  destruction  of  some  of  the  public  books  and  papers  has 
deprived  your  committee  of  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  sum  witii  precision;  jve  are  however,  of  opinion,  it  will 
considerably  exceed  100,000/.;  we  find  the  amount  of  such  loans  registered  in  the  auditor's  office,  reduced  agreeably 
to  the  table  of  depreciation,  to  be  33,488/.  lis.  l-2t/.,  and  the  interest  due  thereon  to  the  1st  of  October  1784, 
11,062/.  9s.  3  1-2^/.  amounting,  principal  and  interest,  to  44,551^.  Os.  4  l-2rl.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
new  certificates  ought  to  be  issued  to  those  persons  who  held  the  above  registered  certificates,  including  the  principal 
and  interest  thereon  to  the  1st  of  January  1785  ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  unappropriated  two-tenths  of  revenue  as 
will  pay  the  annual  interest,  becoming  due  thereon,  ought  to  be  applied  to  that  purpose ;  and  that  warrants  granted 
for  such  interest,  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  of  any  specie  tax.  And  as  soon  as  the  remaining  Loan  Office  certi- 
ficates shall  be  registered,  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  that  provision  ought,  in  like  manner,  to  be  made  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  thereon. 

The  next  liquidated  debt  which  your  committee  have  proceeded  to  examine,  is  due  on  the  books  of  the  late  com- 
mercial agent.  Sundry  payments  have  been  made  since  their  books  were  balanced,  and  from  the  best  information 
your  conmiittee  can  now  procure,  the  balances  due  thereon  from  the  State,  amount  to  29,347  lbs.  of  flour,  and  1,167,182 
lbs.  of  tobacco,  and  about  27,000/.  specie.  In  this  account  are  included  some  considerable  debts  due  to  foreigners, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  ought  to  be  transferred  from  the  commercial  agent's  books,  to  a  particular 
account,  to  be  raised  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  by  the  solicitor  general,  or  some  other  officer  employed  in 
stating  the  public  accounts,  that  all  the  foreign  debts  may  appear  at  one  view.  Your  committee  are  also  of  opinion, 
that  the  books  in  the  auditor's  and  treasury  office,  ouuht  to  be  examined  by  the  solicitor,  or  some  other  officer,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Executive,  for  an  accurate  statemrnt  of  the  payments  made,  or  warrants  drawn  in  favor  of  any  of  the 
creditors  on  the  books  of  the  commercial  agent,  since  the  books  were  balanced  and  new  balances  struck,  calculating 
the  interest  due  thereon.  The  only  fund  at  present  assigned  for  the  payment  of  this  heavy  debt,  arises  trom  some 
arrearages  of  taxes  of  1782,  appropriated  by  law  for  tliat  purpose,  which  being  very  inadequate,  ought,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  committee,  to  be  aided  by  pan  of  the  arrearages  of  taxes  of  1783. 

Your  committee  find,  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  above  debt  is  due  to  the  late  agent,  Mr.  David  Ross, 
for  advances  made  by  him,  to  pay  for  arms  and  clothing  for  the  army,  when  the  public  treasury  was  exhausted  and 
the  public  credit  very  low;  and  are  of  opinion  that  immediate  provision  ougiit  to  be  made  for  paying  him  a  conside- 
rable part  of  this  debt;  and  that  the  balance  c''  the  money,  which  may  be  assigned  in  aid  of  this  fund,  shall,  after 
making  the  payment  which  may  be  directed  to  Mr.  Ross,  be  apportioned  amongst  tlie  other  creditors,  as  the  Execu- 
tive may  think  proper. 

Your  committee  also  report,  that  considerable  debts  are  still  due  for  merchandize,  not  included  in  the  above  ba 
lances;  and  the  books,  where  such  accounts  were  kept,  being  eitlier  lost  or  destroyed,  your  committee  cannot  with  pre- 
cision determine  the  amount;  the  greatest  part  of  those  debts  are,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  and  ought,  when 
liquidated,  to  be  transferred  to  the  account  of  foreign  debts. 

Your  committee  having  examined  the  Journals  of  your  House,  find  that  from  the  session  of  May  1782,  to  the 
session  of  May  1784,  various  claims  have  been  established  in  favor  of  sundry  public  creditors,  amounting  to  74,998/. 
14s.  9d.  Some  of  these  claims  have  been  transferred  to  particular  funds,  and  others  remain  unprovided  for.  Part  of 
those  debts  appear  to  be  militia  claims,  or  debts  due  for  property  impressed  for  public  service;  and  others,  to  a  con- 
siderable amount,  appear  to  be  due  to  foreigners.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  those  liquidated  debts  ought  to 
be  entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  in  the  office  of  the  solicitor  or  some  other  public  officer,  who  ought  to 
be  directed  to  state  the  same  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive;  and  the  books  of  the  council,  and  the  auditor's 
office  and  treasury,  ought  to  be  examined,  to  discover  what  warrants  have  been  drawn,  or  payments  made,  on  account 
of  those  debts,  and  that  such  of  the  foreign  debts  included  therein  as  may  yet  remain  due,  shall  be  transferred  to  that 
particular  account. 

Your  committee  have  found  every  inclination  to  pay  attention  to  the  state  of  the  debts  due  by  this  Commonwealth 
to  foreign  creditors ;  but  from  the  disputed  claims  of  some  foreigners,  and  from  the  loss  of  the  public  books  and  papers, 
your  committee  cannot  form  any  estimate  of  their  amount,  farther  than  being  in  their  opinion  very  considerable  ;  and 
the  distress  in  which  many  of  those  foreigners  are  now  involved,  on  account  of  the  advances  they  have  made  to  this 
State,  calls  for  every  exertion  on  the  part  of  this  Com  uonwealth,  to  give  them  the  most  speedy  relief  Your  committee 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  ought  to  have  full  power  to  settle  all  those  claims  in  any 


m^ner  they  think  will  conduce  to  do  justice  to  the  State,  and  to  those  creditors;  and  that  the  sums  which  may  he  by 
this  House  assigned  for  the  payment  of  those  debts,  shall  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  such  of  those  claims,  and  in  such  proportions  as  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  may  think  proper. 
Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  imports,  and  the  tax  on  legal  process  and  aliena- 
tions, and  ahe  money  which  may  arise  from  the  sale  of  the  Gosport  lands,  ought  to  be  applied  to  this  purpose ;  and 
that  in  aid  of  those  funds,  10,000/.  shall  be  added  of  the  arrearages  of  1783. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  100,000  dollars  may,  in  the  course  of  the  year  1785,  be  paid  from  those 
funds  to  fi^reign  creditors ;  and  that  warrants  ought  to  be  issued  for  the  same,  which  shall  be  receivable  at  the  trea- 
sury in  dis(;harge  of  any  specie  tax  for  1784,  or  any  future  tax,  and  shall  also  be  receivable  in  payment  for  the  Gosport 
lands.  Your  committee,  on  examining  the  report  made  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to  settle  the  debts  due  by  the 
Stale  to  sundry  persons  in  the  western  country,  find,  that^he  sum  of  68,299?.  17s.  2  3-4rf.  has  been  admitted  by  the 
commissioners  to  be  due  to  sundry  persons,  independent  of  debts  due  for  militia  service ;  some  of  those  debts  have  been 
paid,  and  others  transferred  to  particular  funds.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Governor,  with  advice  of 
Council,  ought  to  have  full  powers  to  re-settle  and  adjust  all  those  demands,  and  to  transfer  such  of  them  as  they  may 
think  proper,  to  the  account  of  the  foreign  debts,  and  to  direct  warrants  to  issue  in  favor  of  this  class  of  creditors,  as 
they  may  think  entitled  to  the  same,  for  the  interest  of  their  respective  claims,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  tax  arisin"  from 
OS.  per  hundred  acres  to  be  paid  on  lands  when  patented.  "^ 

lour  committee  do  farther  report,  that  several  debts  are  due  for  slaves  executed  by  legal  sentence,  for  the  pav- 
ment  of  which  the  public  is  liable;  and  are  of  opinion,  that  the  interest  on  those  debts  at  tlie  rate  of  five  per  centum 
per  annum,  ought  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  and  that  warrants  issue  for  the  same,  which  shall  be  receiva- 
ble in  payment  of  any  specie  tax. 

Your  committee  farther  report,  that  very  large  sums  are  due  by  the  State  to  sundry  persons  for  militia  service 
and  lor  property  taken  or  impressed  for  public  service;  the  books  which  contain  all  certificates  to  these  creditors  of 
the  public,  are  not  added  up;  and  your  committee  could  not  devote  as  much  time  as  would  have  been  necessary  to 


of  those  certificates.  '  '  ''  "  "'^  "'^"''"  •' 

The  duties  on  salt,  rum,  wine  and  sundry  other  merchandizes,  form  a  considerable  branch  of  revenue,  and 
together  with  4s.  per  hogshead  on  tobacco  exported,  are  appropriated  to  pay  the  interest  and  one-eighth  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  military  certificates;  these  duties,  and  the  slave  tax,  will  not,  in  the  opinion  of  vour  committee,  make  good 
such  proportion  of  the  military  debt.  And  your  committee  find,  that  from  various  postponements  and  deficiencies 
m  the  collection  of  taxes,  there  is  but  little  prospect  of  paying  more  than  the  interest  the  ensuing  year,  and  recom- 
mend that  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  all  the  warrants  issued  for  the  interest,  before  any  payment  be  made  of  any 
part  of  the  principal  of  such  debt. 

Your  committe,  f-Qr  the  more  particular  information  of  the  House,  have  stated  the  various  debts  due  by  the  pub- 
lic, in  a  book,  to  which  your  committee  beg  leave  to  refer,  from  page  1  to  page  94;  and  have  subjoined  the  following 
general  account  of  public  debts.  ° 


To  the  United  States,  this  State's 
proportion  of  the  continental 
debt  of  forty-two  millions  of 
dollars. 

Virginia  pays  one-sixth,  amount- 
ing to,  \ 

Amount  of  certificates  issued  to 
the  army  and  navy  of  this  State 

Amount  of  old  Loan  Office  debt 
agreeably  to  register  in  tiie  au- 
ditor's office. 

The  annual  interest  on  the  above 
registered  debt  and  interest  in- 
cluded, amounting  to  44,551/ 
Os.  4  3-4rf. 


The  State  of  Virgiinia,  to  sundries. 
Principal. 


=£2,100,000     U     0  For  the  payment  of  interest  there- 

on, 120,000/.  is  appropriated 
annually, 
745,567   16     2  Interest  thereon,  at  six  per  cent, 

per  annum, 

33,488  11     0  1-2     Interest  due  thereon  to  the  1st  of 
October,  1784, 


Dr. 

.Interest. 


£120,000     0     0 
44,731      1     4 


11,062     9     3 


2,673     1     2 


Amount  carried  forward.        £  '  87Q  ni^r,     t     o  i  -,  a  .         •  jr  i  r.  .-^ 

j.-,^/ j,Uotj     7     2  1-2  Amount  carried  forward,  £178,466   11 
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Amount  brought  forward,     £2,879,056 

Loan  Office  debt  not  registered, 
estimated  at 

Value  of  money  and  tobacco  bor- 
rowed under  requisitions  of  the 
Assembly  and  Governor, 

Money  of  this  State  funded  at 
1000  dollars  for  one, 

Balance  of  money  funded  agree- 
ably to  recommendations  of 
Congress,  of  the  18th  March, 
1780,  154,571  dollars, 


7     2  1-2 


120,000     0     0 


10,515 
5,859 


7     9 


1     2 


46,S71     6     0 


Debts  due  on  the 

books  of  the  late 

commercial    a- 

gent,  viz:  29,- 

347  lbs.  of  flour 

estimated  at  15» 

per  hundred,  £220  2  t 
1,167,182  lbs.  of 

tobacco,  valued 

at28y.  16,340  10  10 

Cash  due  27,000  00  00 


43,560  12  11 


Amount  o(  debts  due  sundry  per- 
sons, agreeably  to  votes  of  the 
General  Assembly,  from  the 
session  of  May  1782,  to  May 
1784,  inclusive. 

Amount  of  western  claims  exclu- 
sive of  militia,  settled  by  the 
commissioners. 

To  make  up  arrearages  of  pen- 
sion list, 

To  pay  off  the  balance  of  the  con- 
tingent and  military  funds  now 
unpaid, 

.Unliquidated  debt  to  foreign  cre- 
ditors, and  the  commutation  to 
the  State  line,  and  to  persons 
whose  slaves  were  executed, 
and  sundry  other  claims,  esti- 
mated at 

Debt  for  property  impressed  and 
militia  services,  not  carrying 
interest,  estimated  at 

Total  debt  amounting  to 

Besides  the  above,  there  is  a  con- 
siderable debt  due  by  the  pub- 
lic, for  money  paid  under  the 
sequestration  law ;  also,  a  great 
proportion  of  the  old  continen- 
tal money,  in  opinion  of  your 
committee  fifteen  millions  of 
dollars. 

A6 


74,998  14  9 

68,290  17  2  1-2 

12,289     4  5 

9,260  12  7  1-2 

£3,281,283  13  3  1-2 


200,000     0     0 


750,000     0     0 


Amount  bi;ought  forward,         £178,466  11     9 
Annual  interest  at  six  per  centum,  7,200    0    0 


Annual  interest  thereon, 
Annual  interest  thereon, 


One-tenth  of  the  land  tax  applied 
annually  to  the  payment  of 
the  above^  amounts  to . 


Interest  thereon  at  six  per  cent, 
per  annum, 


630  17    5 
352    2    6 


9,585    0     5 


2,613  12    7  1-2 


Interest  thereou  at  six  per  centum  4,499  18     7 

Interest  thereon,  3,414  19  10  1-2 


Annual  interest  thereon. 


12,000    0    0 


jE  4,231,283  13     3  1-2    Carrying  an  annual  interest  of        £207,700  13  11 


iC  207,700 

13 

n 

3,209 

15 

0 

29,828 

0 

0 

15,000 

0 

0 

555 

3 

5 

256.293 

12 

4 
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The  annual  interest  of  the  above  debts,  .  .  -  - 

The  annual  pension  list,  .  .  ,  -  _ 

Expenses  of  civil  government,  -  -  -  - 

Contingencies,  estimated  at  15,000/.  per  annum,  .  -  _ 

Debt  (o  Norfolk  borough  annually,  .  -  -  . 

The  annual  interest  of  the  public  debts  and  expenses  of  civil  government  amounts,  by 
this  statement  to  -  -  -  -  - 

Besides  the  abcve  sum,  provision  ought  to  be  made,  in  opinion  of  your  committee,  in 

the  year  1785,  for  the  following  sums: 
Balance  of  contingent  requisition  for  1784,  ...  81,060     0     0 

For  the  payment  of  one-third  part  of  the  value  of  money  and  tobacco  lent  under  re- 
quisitions of  the  Assembly  and  Governor,  -  .  . 
In  aid  of  the  funds  for  payment  of  the  debts  due  on  books  of  commercial  agent,. 
To  pay  part  of  the  debts  due  foreign  creditors, 

Interest  on  Loan  Office  debt,     -  -  -  -  - 

To  pay  the  arrearages  on  pensions,  -  - 

To  pay  the  balance  of  warrants  drawn  on  contingent  and  military  funds, 
To  pay  sundry  votes  of  the  present  Assembly,  estimated  at 

To  pay  arms  for  the  militia,  _  _  -  . 

Expenses  for  criminal  prosecutions,  estimated  at 
Allowance  for  sundry  small  debts  to  be  provided  for,  ..-.,. 


Besides  this  sum,  one-eighth  of  the  military  debt  becomes  payable  on  the  1st  Jan.  1785: 
The  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  above,  arise  from  the  revenue  of  1784,  valued  at 
The  tax  on  legal  process  and  alienations,  and  the  money  to  arise  from  the  sale  of  the 

Gosport  lands,  and  2  1-2  per  cent,  duty  on  imports,  estimated  at        - 
Arrearages  of  1783,  after  paying  the  interest  due  on  certificates,  and  the  warrants  to 

officers  of  civil  government,  estimated  at  .  .  , 

Deficiency  to  Tje  made  good  from  revenue  of  1785,  -  ,.  - 


From  the  above  statement  it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  provided  the  funds  for  the  payment  of  foreign  credi- 
tors shall  produce  30,000/.  there  will  be  a  deficiency  of  141,389/.  6s.  bd.  to  make  good  the  payments  before  stated, 
ill  the  year  1785. 

Whereupon,  your  committee  have  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  laws  of  appropriation  ought  to  be  amended  in  such  man- 
ner, as  not  to  injure  any  of  the  public  creditors,  for  the  payment  of  whose  debts  provision  hath  heretofore  been  made. . 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  paying  the  money  and  to- 
bacco lent  the  public,  under  the  requisitions  of  the  Assembly  and  of  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth  ;  and  that  such 
payment  be  made  out  of  the  unappropriated  two-tenths  of  revenue,  and  that  warrants  issue,  annually,  for  one-third 
p:"rt  ol  the  said  debt ;  and  such  warrants  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  of  any  specie  tax. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  in  like  manner,  for  paying  the 
annual  interest  arising  on  the  Loan  Office  debt,  which  hath  been  registered  in  the  auditor's  office. 

Resulveil,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tliat  full  powers  ought  to  be  given  to  the  Governor,  to  settle, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  all  doubts  or  disputes  which  may  arise  in  liquidating  the  debts  due  to  foreign  credi- 
tors ami  tliu  creditors  of  this  Slate  in  the  western  country,  in  such  manner,  as  may  to  him,  with  tiie  advice  aforesaid, 
»e(.m  best  and  most  reasonable;  and  finally,  to  cause  all  such  accounts  to  be  adjusted,  and  to  direct  certificates  to  be 
granted  tor  the  balances  due  tiiereon,  and  to  appropriate  the  funds  provided,  or  to  be  hereafter  provided  for  those  pur- 
poses, in  such  manner  as  shall  seem  reasonable;  and  that  warrants  for  such  provision  shall  be  issued  agreeably  rhoreto. 
_  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  funds  ought  to  be  established  for  paying  the  debts  due  to 
loreign  creditors;  and  that  ihe  money  arising  from  two  and  an  half  per  cent,  on  merchandize  imported,  and  from  the 
tax  on  l<>gal  process,  and  from  the  sale  of  the  Gosport  lands,  ought  to  be  applied  for  that  purpose  ;  and  that  10,000/. 
m  aid  o(  these  funds,  shall  be  applied  out  of  the  money  arising  from  the  arrearages  of  taxes  of  .1783;  and  that  war- 
rants for  30,000/.  issue  on  those  funds,  which  shall  be  receivable.in  payment  of  any  specie  tax  for  li804,.or  any  future 
tax;  a'  d  sli:,l|  be  receivable  also  in  payment.for  the  Gosport  lands. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  his  Council,  direct  any 


3,541 

15 

H 

10,000 

0 

0 

30,000 

0 

0 

2,673 

1 

2 

1-2,289 

4 

5 

9,260 

12 

7 

6.000 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

6,000 

0 

0 

8,000 

0 

0 

£435,118 

6 

8  1-2 

£242,678 

11 

4 

30,000 

0 

0 

20,000 

0 

0 

£292,678 

11 

4 

141,389 

15 

11-4 

£434,068 

6 

5  1-2 
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of  the  public  ofScers  employed  to  keep  or  state  public  accounts  whom  they  may  think  proper,  to  examine  the  books  iu 
wiiich  the  commercial  agent's  accounts  have  been  stated  ;  and  also  the  books  of  ilie  commissioners  directed  to  settle 
accounts  in  the  western  country;  and  make  report  thereof,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  direct;  and  that  the  Executive, 
thereupon,  have  full  power  and  authority  to  transfer  such  of  tiie  debts  due  on  those  books,  as  they  may  be  of  opinion 
ought  to  be  considered  as  foreign  debts,  to  the  account  of  foreign  debts,  that  all  the  debts  due  by  this  State  may  ap- 
,pear  at  one  view. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.,  That  the  sum  of  10,000?.  arising  from  the  arrearages  of  1783, 
ought  to  be  applied  in  aid  of  the  funds  heretofore  provided,  for  paymertt  of  the  debts  due  on  the  books  of  the 
(Commercial  agent ;  and  that  pounds  thereof,  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  late  agent,  Mr.  David  Ross,^ 

in  part  of  his  debts  due  on  the  said  books;  and  the  balance  thereof  apportioned  by  the  Governor  amongst  the  other^ 
creditors,  in  such  manner  as  he,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  may  direct. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  immediate  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  paying  all  ar- 
.rearages  to  military  pensioners;  and  that  the  same  be  made  good  out  of  the  revenue  of  1784;  and  that  all  warrants 
whii  h  have  been  drawn  on  the  contingent  and  military  funds,  ought  to  be  paid  in  the  course  of  the  year  1804;  and 
that  provision  for  the  future  support  of  the  military  fund  ought  to  be  withdrawn,  and  all  public  expenses  wliich  may 
arise  (iioi  otherwise  provided  for,)  shall  be  charged  on  the  contingent  fund. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  interest  ought  to  be  paid  on  the  debts  due  by  the  public  for 
slaves  which  have  been  executed  according  to  law,  and  the  warrants  granted  for  such  interest  ought  to  be  made  re- 
cei^.i  le  in  payment  of  any  specie  tax  for  1784,  or  any  future  tax. 

The  said  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  lime ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  I'hat  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  Messrs.  Ronald,  Madison, 
Matthews  and  T.  zewell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harris'su : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  recfded  from  their  amendments,  disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the  bill  "(or J/ 
.incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;"  also,  they  do  agree  to  the  ameiidment  of  this  House  to  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  "to  increase  the  number  of  trustees  for  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  and  for  their  annual  election."  And 
then  he  withdrew. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "appropriating  the  additional  impost  of 
one  and  an  half  per  centum,"  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  thereon. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  appointed  on  the  28th  day  of  June  last,  to  concert  with 
^commissioners  on  the  part  of  Maryland,  regulations  touching  the  navigation  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Potomac,  be 
further  authorised  to  unite  with  the  said  commissioners  in  representing  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  that  it  is  in  con- 
templation of  the  said  two  States  to  promote  the  clearing  and  extending  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac,  from  tide  wa- 
ter upwards,  as  far  as  the  same  may  be  found  practicable;  to  open  a  convenient  road  from  the  head  of  such  navigation, 
to  the  waters  running  into  the  Ohio ;  and  to  render  the -waters  navigable  as  far  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper;  that 
the  said  works  will  require  great  expense,  which  may  not  be  repaid  unless  a  free  use  be  secured  to  the  said  States  and 
their  citizens,  of  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  its  branches,  so  far  as  the  same  lie  within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania;  that 
as  essential  advantages  will  accrue  from  such  works,  to  a  considerable  portion  of  the  said  State,  it  is  thought  reason- 
able, that  the  Legislature  thereof  sliould,  by  some  previous  act,  engage  that,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  said  works, 
all  articles  of  produce  and  merchandize  which  may  be  conveyed  to  or  from  either  of  the  said  two  States,  through  either 
of  the  said  rivers  within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania,  to  or, from  any  place  without  the  said  limits,  shall  pass  throughout, 
free  from  all  duties  or  tolls  whatsoever  other  than  such  tolls  as  may  be  established  and  be  necessary  for  reimbursing 
expenses  incurred  by  the  State  or  its  citizens,  in  clearing,  or  for  defraying  the  expense  of  preserving  the  navigation  of 
the  said  rivers;  and  that  no  articles  iriiported  into  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  thi'ough  the  channel  or  channels,  or  any 
part  thereof  t)  be  opened  as  aforesaid  and  vended  or  used  within  the  said  State,  shall  be  subject  to  any  duties  or  im- 
,posts,  other  than  such  articles  would  be  subject  to  if  imported  into  the  said  State  through  any  other  channel  whatso- 
ever ;  and  it  is  further 

Resolved,  That  in  case  a  joint  representation  in  behalf  of  this  State  a)id  of  Maryland,  shall  be  rendered  by  cir- 
cumstances unattainable,  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  may  of  themselves  make  such  representations 
on  the  subject  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  will  in  such  event  become  proper ;  and  that  in  either  event,  they  report 
their  proceedings  to  the  next  General  Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions  be  transmitted  forthwith  by  the  Executive,  to  the  State. of  Ma- 
ryland. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  severally  twice  read  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do. carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  tliat  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  allowed  per  cent,  for  his  additional  trouble  in  disposing  of  the  commuta- 

ble  articles  at  the  treasiu-y,  by  virtue  of -the  revenue  laws,  for  so  much  thereof  as  were  sold  by  him. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made,  .i 
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Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  directors  of  the  public  buildings,  respecting  the  plan  of 
erecting  the  same;  and  that  they  report  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Towles,  Madison,  Zane  and  Carrington. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  several  orders  of  the  day  of  Friday  last,  which  w«re  continued'  until  next  day,  and  then  ex- 
pired for  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business,  be  severally  received  as  the  orders  of  this 
da}'. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson : 
i         Mr.   Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendments  of  tliis  House,  to  their  amendments  to  the  bill 
"for  vesting  the  estate  of  Stephen  Yancey,  deceased,  in  his  children." 

Also,  they  do  insist  on  tlieir  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "respecting  future  confiscations." 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  for 
enabling  the  British  merchants  to  recover  their  debts  from  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth ;"  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Breckenridge  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  some  amendments 
thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Elkey: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  to  levy  certain  taxes  in  aid  of  the  public 
revenue;"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to-  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  directing  the  sale  of  certain 
public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  was  received  aad  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
^second  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  regulate  the  solemnisation  of  marriages  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
Messrs.  Page  and  Breckenridge. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer 
for  the  ensuing  year ;  also,  of  a  chief  Justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  amend  and  reduce  intO'  one  act,  the 
several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  the  appointment  of  naval  officers,  and  ascertaining  their  fees,  and  the  duties  payable 
on  goods  imported  into  this  State;"  "to  amend  the  act,  for  the  better  support  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Kentucky 
district;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  directing  a  mode  of 
stating  public  accounts ;"  "  to  discharge  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  from  the  payment  of  the  revenue  tax  for 
the  year  1785  ;"  and  "  to  amend  the  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  the  inspection  of  to- 
bacco, into  one  act,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  iO  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  29,  1784. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  equalizing  the  land  lax;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  equalizing  the  land  tax." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stuart  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  preventing  counter- 
feits of  certain  certificates ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  certain  certifi- 
cates and  warrants." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the 
committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

Mr.   Page  reported,  from  tlie  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  to  regulate  the  solemnization  of  marriages,"  was   ) 
committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  several    "^ 
amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Matthews  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  for  taking  the  survey  of  the  rivers  James  and 
Potomac,  and  of  the  nearest  western  waters  to  the  head  branches  of  the  same,  that  may  be  rendered  navigable,"  was 
committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  several 
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amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  witii  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  jjead  the  third  time.' 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  hy  this  House,  and  insisted  on  by 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "respecting  future  confiscations ;"  and  the  same  being  read ; 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  upon  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Breckenridge  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Pendleton  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  public  treasury,  that  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  examined  the  same,  and  agreed  to  tiie  Ibllowing  report  thereupon: 

Your  committee  find,  that  at  the  last  settlement  made  by  Jacquelin  Ambler,  Esq.  treasurer,  to  the  1 1th  day  of  De- 
cember 1783,  there  remained  a  balance  in  the  treasury,  amounting  to  4,018/.  17s.;  and  that  there  have  been  received 
by  the  said  treasurer,  from  the  12th  day  of  December  1783,  to  the  11th  day  of  December  1784  inclusive,  the  sums 
following,  vi?, :  by  virtue  of  the  last  recruiting  law,  the  sum  of  2,066/.  15s.  10  l-2c/. ;  also,  of  sundi-y  persons  on  di- 
vers accounts,  the  sum  of  6,293/.  14s.  10  \-2d.;  also,  for  the  arrears  of  the  revenue  taxes,  due  for  the  year  1782,  the 
sum  of  12,968/.  3s.  2d.  ;  also,  for  the  revenue  taxes  due  for  the  year  1783;  the  sum  of  1,99,923/.  19s.  7  \-Ad.;  also, 
from  officers  of  the  customs,  viz:  for  the  additional  duty  of  half  per  cent,  the  sum  of  15/.  6s.;  for  duties  by  virtue  of 
the  revenue  law,  the  sum  of  11,128/.  15s.  9  l-2fl'. ;  for  the  impost  on  mariners,  the  sum  of  404/.  17s.  Id;  for  duties 
appropriated  to  the  redemption  of  the  army  debt,  the  sum  of  9,766/.  lis.  9  l-4(/. ;  also,  from  inspectors  of  tobacco, 
viz:  for  tax,  by  virtue  of  first  revenue  law,  the  sum  of  1,546/.  17s.  8  l-%d;  for  the  surplus  of  the  tax  for  rents,  &.c. 
the  sum  of  3,654/.  4s.  8(/. ;  and  for  the  tax  appropriated  to  the  redemption  of  the  army  debt,  the  sum  of  6,238/.  12s. 
1  l-2c/. ;  also,  on  account  of  tlie  Land  Office,  for  right  money,  the  sum  of  2,282/.  13s.  Ad.;  also,  from  the  register 
of  the  Land  Office,  for  tax  on  grants,  the  sum  of  79/.;  also,  from  clerks  for  tax  on  law  process,  the  sum  of  131/.  13s. 
3  l-4</. ;  also,  for  the  one  per  cent,  on  land,  being  in  part  of  the  revenue  taxes  due  tor  the  year  1784,  the  sum  of 
2,028/.  10s.  5f/. ;  and  also,  on  account  of  the  certificate  tax  due  for  the  year  1783,  the  sum  of  146,681/.  Is.  11  l-2rf. ; 
amounting  in  the  whole  received  by  the  said  treasurer,  within  the  periods  aforesaid,  to  409,229/.  15s.  1  3-4rf. 

Your  committee  likewise  find,  that  the  said  treasurer,  within  the  periods  aforesaid,  hath  disbursed  and  admitted  in 
discount  of  the  revenue  taxes,  to  the  amount  of  233,385/.  4s.  l-2f/.  as  appears  by  the  receipts  and  corresponding 
vouchers  produced  to  and  examined  by  us.  It  further  appears  that  the  said  treasurer  hath  admitted  for  one-tenth  of 
the  land  tax  due  for  the  year  1783,  by  virtue  of  the  revenue  law,  the  sum  of  6,621/.  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  18th  of 
March  1780,  which  bills  were  produced  to  your  committee,  examined,  punched  and  rendered  unpassable;  and  it 
appears  also,  that  the  said  treasurer  hath  admitted  in  discount  of  the  certificate  tax  as  the  law  directs,  militia  certifi- 
cates, warrants  for  supplies  furnished  the  army,  &;c.  and  soldiers  tobacco  notes,  to  the  amount  of  146,681/.  Is.  1 1  1-2C?., 
whicii  several  credits  being  duly  entered,  there  remained  a  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  11th  instant,  of  22,542/. 
9s.  1  o-Ad.  as  will  appear  by  the  statement  annexed:  a  part  of  which  balance,  consisting  of  commutable  articles  not 
vet  disposed  of,  the  account  of  sales  of  commutables  is  thereby  prevented  from  being  finally  closed ;  and  your  com- 
mittee have  therefore  deferred  the  examination  and  report  thereof,  until  the  next  settlement. 


Dr.  THE    PUBLIC   TREASURY    IN 

From  the   12th  day  of  December, 

To  balance  of  account  to  the  12th 
of  December,  1783, 

Amount  of  account  by  virtue  of 
the  last  recruiting  law, 

Amount  of  account  received  from 
sundry  persons. 

Amount  of  arrears  received  for  re- 
venue taxes  of  1782, 

Amount  received  for  revenue  taxes 
of  1783, 

Amount  received  from  officers  of  the 
Customs,  viz: 

For  additional 


£4,018  17 

2,066  15 

6,293  14 

12,968  3 

199,923  19 


ACCOUNT    WITH    J.    AMBLER,  TREASURER, 

1783,  to  the   llth  of  December,    1184,  inclusive 

By  amount  of  disbursements  and 
0  discounts  from  the   12th  day  of 

December,  1783,  to  the  1 1th  day 
10  1-2         of  December,   1784,  inclusive, 
as  appears  by  the  receipts  and 
10  1-2         corresponding  vouchers,  produ- 
ced and  examined. 


Or. 


£233,385     4     0  1- 


7  1-4 


duty  of  half 
per  cent. 

For  duties  by 
virtue  of  reve- 
nue law. 

For  impost  on 
mariners. 

For  duties  for 
redemption  of 
army  debt, 


jeio     6     0 


11,128  15     9  1-2  )>     21,315  11     13-4 


404  17     7 


Bills  of  credit  of  the  1 8th  of  March 
1780,  received  in  payment  of 
one-tenth  ofthe  land  tax  of  1783, 
produced  to  tiie  committee, 
punched  and  rendered  unpassa- 
ble, amounting  to 


6,621     0     0 


9,766  11 
B  6 


9  I-4J  £246,591     2     2 


£240,006     4     0  1-2 
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Br. 

Amount  brought  forward,         £246,591 
Amount  received  from  inspectors  of 

Tobacco,  viz : 
For  tax  by  vir- 
tue of  1st  re- 

wmie  law,     jE  1,546   17     8  1-2 
For  surplus  of 


Amount  brought  forward, 


Cr. 
£240,006     4     0  1-2 


tax  on  rents. 
Sic. 
For  tax  for  re- 
demption    of 
army  debt, 


y      11,489   14     6 


8,654     4     8 


1  1-2 


6,238  12 
Amount  received   on   account   of 

Land  Office  right  money, 
Amount  received  from  register  for 

tax  on  grants. 
Amount  received  from   clerks  for 

tax  on  law  process. 
Amount  received  for  revenue  taxes 

1784, 
Amount  received  for  certificate  tax 

1783, 


2,282  13  4 

79     0  0 

131    13  3  1-2 

2,028  10  5 

146,681      1  11  1-2 

£409,229   15  13-4 


Amount  of  militia  certificates,  war- 
rants for  supplies  furnished  the 
army,  &ic.  and  soldier's  tobacco 
notes,  admitted  in  discount  of 
the  certificate  tax,  for  the  year 
1783,  as  appears  by  the  receipts 
and  corresponding  vouchers  pro- 
duced and  examined, 


Balance  carried  to  new  account. 


146,681     1   11  1-2 


22,542     9     1  1- 


£409,229   15     13-4 


Errors  Excepted. 


J.  AMBLER,   Treasurer. 


And  the  said  report  being  again  read  at  the  clerk's  table; 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer's  accounts  do  pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pendleton  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  by  a  resolution  passed  in  May  session  1784,  in  consequence  of  a  petition  from  Andrew  Donnelly  late 
blierifl"  of  Greenbrier,  praying  that  the  time  of  payment  of  the  taxes  of  the  said  county,  due  from  him  to  the  Com- 
monwealth might  be  postponed;  and  also,  that  paper  money  passed  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  IStli  of 
March  1780,  to  the  amount  of  one-tenth  part  of  the  land  tax,  should  be  received:  and  whereas,  doubts  have  arisen, 
whether  the  aforesaid  money  according  to  the  letter  of  the  resolution,  can  be  paid  in  discharge  of  the  said  tax  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  authorised  and  required  to  receive  one-tenth  part  of  the  laud  tax  of  the  county 
of  Greenbrier  for  the  year  1782,  in  paper  money  issued  agreeable  to  the  aforesaid  resolution  of  Congress. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stuart  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concunence. 

Mr.  Breckenridge  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  wiiole  House,  according  to  order,  the  amendments  agreed 
to  yesterday,  to  the  bill  "for  enabling  the  British  merchants  to  recover  their  debts  from  the  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth ;"  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  (lie  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "concerning  the  paper  money  paid  into  the  treasury  by  British 
debtors;"  and  that  Messrs.  Tazewell  and  Page,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  tlie  ordt  r  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  conimiitee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  discharge  the  people  of  this  Cornraonwenlth,  from  the  payment  of  the  revenue  tax  for  the  year  1785;"  and  alter 
■some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  iiad,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several 
aipendments  tliereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  witli  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Isaac  Zane  be  added  to  tile  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

The  (n-ders  of  the  (hiy.  for  Uie  House  to  ])rocecd  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  co-n- 
miitee  of  tiie  whole  House  on  tlie  state  of  the  Cominumvealth  ;  also,  on  tlie  bills  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act, 
the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  the  appointment  of  naval  officers,  and  ascertaining  their  fees,  and  the  duties  paya- 
ble on  goods  imported  into  this  State;"  "to  amend  the  act,  for  the  better  support  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  Kentucky 
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district;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  directing  a  mode  ot 
stating  public  accounts;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  the  inspec- 
tion of  tobacco,  into  one  act,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  30,  1784 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 
Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  i 
also,  they  do  adhere  to  their  amendmen 


Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  respecting  the  land  tax  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier  ;ft^ 

ts  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "-respecting  future  confiscations ;" 


they  have  also  agreed  to  the  bills  "for  providing  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  defence  of  this  State;"  "to  preventlf 
the  counterfeiting  of  certain  certificates  and  warrants;"  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  clearing  Roanoke^ 
river,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House ;  "  to  amend  the  act,  for  equalizing 
the  land  tax,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  and  "to  explain  and  amend  ^ 
the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjusting  and  seitting  the  titles  of  claimers  to  unpa-  \ 
tented  lands  under  the  present  and  former  governments,  |irevious  to  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth's  Land 
Office,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.    And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  taking  a  survey  of  the  rivers  James  and  Potomac,  and  of  the  nearest  western  waters,  to 
the  head  branches  of  the  same,  that  may  be  rendered  navigable ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  '•i 
filled  up.  N 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  tfking  a  survey  of  the  rivers  James  and  Po- 
tomac, and  of  the  nearest  western  waters  to  the  head  branches  of  the  same,  that  may  be  rendered  navigable,  and  for 
otiier  purposes."  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  J( 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lauds,  and  for  other      \ 
purposes ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bdl  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  directing  the 
«ale  of  certain  public  lands,  and  tor  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Kearnes  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  regulate  the  solemnization  of  marriages;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein 
filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  regulate  the  solemnization  of  marriages." 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mann  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
An  engrossed  bill,  "for  enabling  the  British  merchants  to  recover  their  debts  from  the  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  enabling  the  British  merchants  to  recover  their 
debts  from  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Breckenridge  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
An  engrossed  bill,  "discharging  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  from  the  payment  of  the  revenue  tax  for  the 
year  1765;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

An  engrossed  clause  was  oftered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill  by  way  of  ryder,  to  authorise  the  counties  westward 
of  the  Blue  Ridge,  except  the  counties  of  Frederick  and  Berkeley,  to  discharge  the  arrears  of  taxes  for  the  years 
1782  ai»d  1783,  in  hemp,  at  the  rate  of  30s.  per  hundred;  and  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  read  three  times  was, 
on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill  by  way  of  ryder. 

Ayes,  51.  Noes,  29. 

On  a  motion  inade  by  Mr.  Tazewell,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith ; 

Ordered,  Tluit  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 
The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Thomas  Parramore,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Michael  Bow- 
yer,  Moses  Hnnier,  Archibald  Stuart,  Samuel  Hawes,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Bernard  Markham,  Edward  Carrinjjton, 
French  Struiher,  James  Pendleton.  Joseph  Jones  o(  Dinwiddie,  Miles  King,  George  Wray,  Spencer  Roane,  William 
Gaiewood,  Alexander  Henderson,  William  Pickett,  Juhn  Marshall,  George  Clendinnen,  Ralph  Humphreys,  Garland 
Anderson,  Bartlett  Anderson,  Turner  Scmthall,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  William  Anderson,  John 
Glenn,  Samuel  Goode,  Williain  Curtis,  Robert  Sayres,  John  Breckenridge,  John  Kearnes,  Daniel  Sandford,  liittle- 
toii  Eyre,  James  Madison,  Wi!iian<  Mayo,  Williaui  Ronald,  William  Cr;iyson,  John  Bowyer,  Gawin  Hamilton,  John 
Hopkins,  Isaiic  Zane.  Thomas  Towles,  iVlanii  Paue,  William  Brent,  Thouias  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  John  Howell  Briggs, 
Richard  Lee,  Nathaniel  Nelson  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  John  Cropper,  jnn.  Samuel  Slierwin,  John  Booker,  jnn. 
Nicholas  Cabell,  William  Meredith,  Zachariah  Johnston,  John  Trigg,  John  Ward,  Jacob  xMorton,  Matthew   Cheat- 
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ham,  Thomas  Smith,  Thomas  Uncterwood,  Peter  Saunders,  Benjamin  Pope,  William  Thornton,  Benjamin  Temple, 
Francis  Peyton,  Francis  Corbin,  Willis  Riddick,  Kinchen  Godwin,  William  Armistead,  John  Thornton,  William  Dix, 
Richard  Bibb,  Edmund  Ruftin,  Edward  Bland,  Thomas  Walke,  James  Montgomery  and  Henry  Tazewell. 

Rrnoivcd,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  discharge  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth 
from  the  payment  of  one  half  of  the  revenue  tax  for  the  year  1785." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  laws,  '  for  appropriating  the 
peblic  revenue,  into  one  act;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "directing  the  liquidation  of  certain  public  accounts;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  to  levy  certain 
a,tixes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
^         The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act, 
^i'or  clearing  Roanoke  river;"  and  the  same  being  read,  was  amended  and  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Goode  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  for  equalizing  the 
M  land  tax ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stuart  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  en- 
titled '  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  adjusting  the  titles  of  claimcrs  to  unpatented  lands  under  the  pre- 
»t  sent  and  former  governments,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth's  Land  Office;"  and  the  same  being 
J|   read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Marshall  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  adhered  to  by 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  respecting  future  confiscations;"  and  the  same  being  read; 

/Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  and  doth  agree  to  the 
same. 

Ordered,  That  Air.  Breckenridge  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Tovvles  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  directors  of  the  public  buildings,  on  the 
subject  of  their  late  memorial,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  conferred  with  them  thereon,  and  had  come 
to  a  resolution,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  an  act,  "  for  the  removal  of  the 
seat  of  government;"  as  provides  for  the  erection  of  separate  buildings  as  a  Capitol,  as  Halls  of  Justice,  and  tor  the 
reception  of  the  several  Executive  boards  and  offices,  ought  to  be  repealed;  and  that  the  directors  ought  to  be  author- 
ised to  cause  one  building  to  be  erected  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Tovvles,  Madison, 
Zane  and  Carrington,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  act,  '  for  the  better  support  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Kentucky  district;"  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Zane  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "concerning  the  appointment  of  sherifl's,"  was  commit- 
ted that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Towles  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  ibr  giving  furthers  power  to  the  directors  of  the  public  build- 
ings;" and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Matthews  reported,  from  the  committee  ot  Commerce,  that  the  connnittee  had,  according  to  order,  examined 
the  statement  and  report  ot  the  commissioners  appointed  to  settle  the  losses  sustained  by  the  burning  of  the  tvarehouses 
at  Rocky  Kidge ;  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
m  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  tblloweth : 

liesolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  statement  and  report  of  the  said  commissioners  res- 
pectmg  the  quantity,  proprietors,  and  price  of  the  tobacco  burnt  in  the  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridge,  ought  to  be  con- 
firmed and  established,  except  as  to  16  hogsheads,  which  the  said  commissioners  have  cause  to  suspect  an  imposition 
m;  and  that  a  further  investigation  ought  to  be  made  by  the  said  commissioners  concerning  the  same. 
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Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  commissioners  ought  to  be  authorised  to  receive 
and  state  any  further  claims  that  may  be  made  for  tobacco  burnt  in  the  said  warehouses,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  apportion  the  money  arising 
from  the  sales  of  tobacco  at  Rocky  Ridge  warehouses,  agreeably  to  an  act  of  last  session  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  an 
act,  to  appoint  commissioners  to  state  and  settle  the  losses  sustained  by  the  burning  the  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridge ;" 
and  pay  the  same  to  the  proprietors  of  the  tobacco  lost,  agreeably  to  their  respective  claims :  first  paying  to  Stephen 
Pankcy,  jun.  who  was  employed  as  a  clerk  by  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  for  his  services. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of  Com- 
merce do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Tazewell  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  concerning  the  paper  money  paid  into  the  public  treasurv, 
by  British  debtors;"  and  the  same  was  received  and#ead  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  public  printer  be  directed  to  strike  fifteen  copies  of  the  report  respecting  the  revenue  for  each 
county  within  the  Commonwealth,  to  be  distributed  with  the  laws  of  the  present  session. 
A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  any  person  who  has  served  in  the  armies  of  these  United  States  from  the  1st  day  of  May,  1779, 
until  the  close  of  the  late  war  between  America  and  Great  Britain,  and  who  is  possessed  of  a  land  warrant  issued 
agreeablj'  to  the  proclamation  made  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  the  year  1763,  may  exchange  the  same  with  the 
register  of  the  Land  Office,  for  a  warrant,  agreeably  to  this  resolution ;  which  warrant  he  shall  be  permitted  to  locate 
on  any  vacant  lands  reserved  by  an  act  of  this  Assembly,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river  Oiiio,  for  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  this  Commonwealth  on  continental  or  State  establishment. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Marshall  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Carrington  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  progress  made  by  the  Solicitor  with 
the  continental  commissioner  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  this  Commonwealth  against  the  United  States ;  also 
to  inquire  into  the  progress  made  by  the  said  Sohcitor  in  collecting  the  books  and  papers  of  the  several  commercial  agents 
who  have  been  in  the  service  of  this  State,  and  stating  the  debts  due  thereon,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  inquired  into  the  same,  and  agreed  to  a  report  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  foUoweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  as  to  the  first  object  of  their  appointment,  that  progress  has  been  made  in  examin- 
ing the  said  accounts  from  the  13th  of  September  1775,  to  the  1st  of  September  1777,  under  heads  shewing  the  na- 
ture of  the  diflerent  expenditures;  that  the  continental  commissioner  neither  has  confirmed  or  rejected  any  charge 
exhibited  against  the  United  States,  except  for  monies  advanced  to  persons  authorised  by  Congress  to  receive  such  ad- 
vancements :  all  of  which  he  has  confirmed ;  that  the  account  so  examined,  including  the  said  monies,  amounts  (as  stated 
by  the  Solicitor,)  to  the  sum  of  448,1 10/.  4*.  and  a  penny  farthing,  Virginia  currency. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  the  Solicitor,  that  the  said  commissioner  alleged 
us  a  reason  for  his  declining  to  establish  the  claims,  that  in  his  opinion,  his  instructions  did  not  admit  of  his  doing  so, 
except  in  cases  expressly  sanctioned  by  orders  of  Congress  or  those  of  persons  acting  immediately  under  tlie  authority 
of  the  United  States,  which  unfortunately  happen  to  occur  but  seldom  in  the  claims  of  this  Commonwealth,  as  there 
was  never  a  continental  officer  permanently  situated  to  command  in  this  State,  and  her  expenditures  for  the  common 
defence,  have  been  urged  by  necessary  occasions,  not  admitting  of  delays  until  the  orders  of  Congress  could  be  ob- 
tained therefor. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  the  said  Solicitor,  that  a  further  examination  into 
the  said  accounts  has.  been  prevented  by  tiie  resignation  of  Mr.  Turner,  the  continental  commissioner ;  and  that  Mr. 
Andrew  Dunscomb,  who  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  him,  cannot  enter  on  the  (execution  of  his  office,  until  he  shall 
receive  from  the  superintendent  of  finance  or  board  of  finance,  his  commission  and  instructions,  which,  from  the  uncer- 
tain state  of  that  department,  may  be  long  delayed. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  bearing  date  the  3d 
of  June  last,  aflbrd  to  the  commissioner  of  the  United  States,  full  latitude  for  allowing  and  establishing  any  claims 
which,  from  the  best  evidence  to  be  obtained,  shall  appear  to  him  to  be  just,  although  no  written  voucher  whatever  shall 
attend  the  same  :  Provided,  it  shall  appear  by  satisfactory  proof,  that  such  vouchers  have  been  destroyed  or  lost,  or  that 
from  the  circumstances  of  any  case,  they  never  have  been  obtained. 

It  is  therefore  further  resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Con- 
gress, ought  to  be  instructed  to  represent  to  that  honorable  body,  tiie  manner  in  which  their  former  commissioner  has 
acted,  and  to  obtain  such  orders  and  instructions  to  his  successor,  as  will  give  to  this  State  the  ease  and  benefits  meant 
by  the  said  resolutions,  in  the  settlement  of  the  said  accounts. 

And  whereas,  delays  in  the  settleiiient  of  the  said  accounts  will  be  attended  with  many  inconveniencies ; 
Resolved,  therefore,  as  the  further  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  sai'i  delegates  ought  in  like  manner  to  be 
instructed,  to  urge  the  qualification  of  the  new  commissioner  to  enter  upon,  and  prosecute  that  business. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  as  to  the  latter  object  of  their  appointment,  from  the  information  of  the  So- 
C  6 
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licitor,  that  the  books  of  Wilham  Aylett  are  in  iiis  otKce,  but  no  debts  appear  thereon  to  be  due  from  the  public ;  that 
the  books  of  William  Armistead  are  not  yet  adjusted,  but  the  said  Arraistead  is  now  engaged  in  that  business,  and 
wlien  it  is  (Hone,  the  books  will  be  delivered  to  the  said  Solicitor,  whereupon  he  will  be  able  to  make  the  statement  of  the 
debts,  if  any ;  that  Thomas  Smith's  books  are  in  Louisa,  and  his  being  lately  engaged  in  other  public  business,  has 
prevented  hiiu  from  getting  them  down  :  but  the  debts  on  his  books  were  mostly  transferred  to  those  of  Benjamin  Day, 
his  successor,  whose  books  were  chiefly  destroyed  by  the  enemy  at  the  time  of  Arnold's  invasion  ;  that  the  books  of 
David  Ross  are  in  the  Solicitor's  office ;  and  that  a  statement  of  the  debts  due  thereon,  was  laid  before  the  last 
session  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  for  giving  further  powers  to  the  directors  of  the  public  buildings;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  rend  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  laws  '  for -appropriating  the  public  revenue'  into  one  act;"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "  directing  the  liquidation  of  certain  public  accounts  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
*mitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the 
several  acts  of  Assembly,  'regulating  the  appointment  of  naval  officers,  and  ascertaining  their  fees,'  and  the  duties 
payable  on  goods  imported  into  this  State;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  establishing  the  board  of 
auditors,  and  directing  a  mode  of  stating  public  accounts;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several 
acts  of  Asscmbl}'  '  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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An  engrossed  bill,  "giving  further  powers  to  the  directors  of  the  public  buildings  ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  giving  further  powers  to  the  directors  of  the 
public  buildings." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Towles  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  the  better  support  of  tlie  Supreme  Court,  in  the  Kentucky  district," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  clause,  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder,  to  empower  the  courts  of  the  coun- 
ties within  the  said  district,  to  erect  a  courthouse  and  prison  for  the  use  of  the  said  Supreme  Court ;  and  the  said  en- 
grossed clause  being  read  three  times  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  to  be  added  to  the 
said  bill,  by  way  of  ryder. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for  the  better  support  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  Kentucky  district." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Breckenridge  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs,"  was  read  the  third  time;  and  the  blanks  therein 
fdled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Zane  do  carry  the  hill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  counnittee  of  tiie  whole  House  on  the  bill  "  to 
amend  and  reduce  the  several  laws  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue,  into  one  act ;"  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Air.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "concerning  the  paper  money  paid  into  the  public  treasury  by  British  debtors;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

On.a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  immediately. 

The  House  being  accordingly  called  over,  the  names  of  those  who  failed  to  appear,  were  noted;  and  the  names 
of  those  who  made  default  being  again  called  over,  some  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness,  employment  in  the 
service  of  the  State  elsewhere,  and  other  justifiable  avocations. 

Ordered,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  take  into  his  custody  Edward  Carter,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Albemarle ;  Adam  Stephen,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Berkeley ;  George  Hancock, 
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one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Botetourt ;  Thomas  Edmunds  and  Thouias  Claiborne,  members  for  the  county 
of  Brunswick;  Charles  Pattesou,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Buckingham;  James  Adams,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Campbell ;  John  Taylor,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Caroline ;  William  Watkins, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Dinwiddle;  Thomas  West,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fairfax;  John 
Crittenden,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Fayette ;  Batte  Peterson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Greensville;  Isaac  Coles,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Halifax;  Isaac  Vanmitcr,  one  of  the  members  for  the  • 
county  of  Hampshire  :  William  Norvell  and  William  Walker,  members  for  the  county  of  James  City ;  John  Seas- 
brook  Wills  and  Robert  Marshall,  members  for  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight ;  Philip  Barbour,  one  of  tjie  members  for 
the  county  of  Jeflerson  ;  Edmund  Byne,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  and  Queen  ;  Joseph  Jones,  one 
of  the  members  for  the  county  of  King  George;  William  Dandridge  Claiborne,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
King  William  ;  Anthony  Street  and  John  Glenn,  members  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg ;  John  Logan  and  George 
Slaughter,  members  for  the  county  of  Lincoln  ;  Benjamin  Wilson  and  Francis  Worman,  members  for  the  county  of 
Monongalia ;  William  Randolpii,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Mecklenburg ;  Ebenezer  Zane  and  David 
Shepherd,  members  for  the  county  of  Ohio  ;  Benjamin  Lankford  and  William  Dix,  members  for  the  county  of  Pittsyl- 
vania; John  Clarke,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  Edward;  John  Ackiss,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Princess  Anne  ;  John  Scott  Bullitt,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Prince  William  ;  John  Fauntle- 
roy  and  Landon  Carter,  members  for  the  county  of  Richmond ;  John  Hays,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Rockbridge  ;  Abraham  Keller,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah ;  Albridgton  Jones,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Southampton;  Bailey  Washington,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Stafford ;  John  Allen,  . 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Surry ;  and  John  Langhorne,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Warwick. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  members  who  have  absented  themselves  from  the  service  of  this  House,  without 
leave,  be  published  in  the  Virginia  Gazette. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  members  who  shall  absent  themselves  during  the  remainder  of  the  session,  with- 
out the  leave  of  this  House,  be  published  in  the  Virginia  Gazette. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  taking  a  survey  of  the  rivers  James  and  Potomac,  and 
of  the  nearest  western  waters  to  the  head  branches  of  tiie  same,  that  may  be  rendered  navigable,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," with  several  amendments  ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House  ;  also,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  an 
act,  entitled  'an  act,  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  also  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House ;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  amendment  of  this  House  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  clearing  Roanoke  river,"  with  several  amendments; 
to  which  they  also  desire  tlie  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Fitzhugh: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  James  river," 
with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House ;  also,  to  a  resolution,  authorising  com-^V 
missioners  to  represent  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  necessity  of  opening  a  communication  between  the  waters  of 
the  Potomac  and  those  of  the  Ohio  and  its  branches.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  adhere  to  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend 
the  act,  '  to  levy  certain  taxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "giving  further  powers  to  the  directors  of  the  public  build- 
ings, with  several  amendments,"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  also,  to  the  bills  "to  regulate  theJf 
solemnization  of  marriages;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  'for  the  better  support  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Kentucky  dis-^^^ 
trict;"  and  *' concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs ;"  also,  to  a  resolution  concerning  the  accounts  of  this  Common-^^ 
wealth  against  the  United  States.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  giving  further  powers  to  the  direc-^ 
tors  of  the  public  buildings;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  fk 

Ordered,  That  Jlr.  Towles  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  the  report  of  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  respecting  the  opening  and  extend- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Grayson,  Madison 
and  Page. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  the  river  Poto- 
mac;"   and  that  Messrs.  Grayson,  Madison  and  Page,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  their  amendments,  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate,  to  the  bill  "to  aniend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  clearing  Roanoke  river;"  and  the  same  being  read,  werej|r 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bibb  do  acquaint  the  Senats  therewith. 
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The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  opening  and  extending  ihe 
navigation  of  James  river  ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  adhered  to 
by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  to  levy  certain  taxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue;"  and  the  same  being 
again  read; 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  levy  certain 
taxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue  ;"   and  that  Messrs.  Stuart  and  Breckenridge  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  s  ime. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act, 
directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and 
others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Carrington  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  remedy  certain  impositions  in  the  adjustment  of  mi- 
litary claims;"  and  tiie  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  House  doth  adjourn  on  Wednesday  next,  it  will  adjourn  to  the  31st  day  of  March 
next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district ;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several 
acts  of  Assembly,  'for  the  appointment  of  naval  oflicers,  and  ascertaining  their  fees,  and  the  duties  payable  on  goods 
imported  into  this  State;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  di- 
recting a  mode  of  stating  public  accounts;"  "to  amend  the  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly, 
'for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  and  "  directing  the  liquidation  of  certain  public  accounts,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  January  1,   1785. 


On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  order  made  yesterday,  for  publishing  in  the  Virginia  Gazette,  the  names  of  those  members 
I  who  have  absented  themselves  from  the  service  of  this  House  without  leave,  be  rescinded. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  laws,  '  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue  into  one  act ;" 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass  ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts,  '  for  ap- 
propriating the  public  revenue  into  one  act." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  remedy  certain  impositions  in  the  adjustment  of  military  claims ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

I         Mr.  Stuart  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  'to  levy  certain  taxes  in  aid  of 
the  public  revenue;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
'  A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  take  under  his  care  during  the  recess  of  Assembly,  the  public  build- 
I  ings;  that  he  employ  some  person  to  take  charge  of  them,  and  that  he  suffer  no  person  to  live  in  them,  or  to  use  then) 
kas  stores,  except  for  public  property. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  taking  a  survey  of  the  rivers 
James  and  Potomac,  and  of  the  nearest  western  waters  to  the  head  branches  of  the  same,  that  may  be  rendered  navi- 
gable;" and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Matthews  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Savary  de  Valcoulon,  as  agent  for  Messrs.  Coulougnac  and  Company,  merchants  in 
^  France,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fblloweth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  said  Savary  de  Valcoulon, 
as  sets  forth,  that  in  the  year  1781,  Mr.  Peter  Penet,  as  agent  for  this  State  in  France,  was  furnished  with  goods  by 
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the  said  Messrs.  Coulougnac  and  Company,  at  a  very  low  advance  to  a  considerable  amount,  for  which  their  accountt 
have  been  liquidated,  and  u  warrant  granted  the  petitioner  for  the  balance  adjudged  to  be  due  thereon,  amounting  to 
4,785/.  145.;  that  when  the  said  goods  were  furnished  tlie  said  Penet,  he  drew  bills  of  exchange  in  favor  of  the  said 
Coulougnac  and  Company,  for  the  amount  of  .their  claim,  which  were  retiu'ned  protested,  and  no  allowance  has  been 
made  them  in  the  said  settlement  by  way  of  damages,  in  consequence  of  the  said  protests,  and  praying  relief  is  rea- 
sonable; and  lor  ascertaining  the  damages  which  have  accrued  to  the  said  Coulougnac  and  Compaiy,  by  reason  of  the^ 
said  protests,  that  two  persons  ought  to  be  appointed,  one  to  be  chosen  by  the  petitioner,  and  the  other  bv  llie  Governor*^ 
on  tiie  part  of  the  Commonwealtli,  to  inquire  into  and  settle  tiie  same,  upon  commercial  principles,  and  tiiat  their  re- 
port, or  tlie  report  of  a  third  person  to  be  chosen  by  them,  in  case  of  disagreement,  ougiit  to  be  binding  between  the 
petitioner  and  the  Commonwealth ;  which  report  ought  to  be  made  to  the  Executive  for  a  warrant  to  issue  for  such 
further  sum  as  shall  be  stated  to  be  due  to  the  said  Messrs.  Coulougnac  and  Company. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  funds 
may  be  provided  for  the  immediate  payment  of  the  said  claim  of  Messrs.  Coulougnac  and  Company,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  the  peti-       ' 
tioner  may  be  reimbursed  the  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  coming  to  America  to  solicit  payment  of  the  said  claim,  be 
rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  Isi  and  2d  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Glenn,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Lunenburg;  attended  in 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Glenn  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  on  paying  fees. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bibb  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

A  messac;e  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  receded  from  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "to If 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  they  do  adhere 
to  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  James 
river."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Grayson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  the  river  Poto- 
mac ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Massey,  Esq.,  or  in  case  of  his  death  or  failing  to  act  through  otlier  cause,  such  person 
as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Executive  in  his  stead,  be  authorised,  in  conjunction  with  the  person  appointed  or  to  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  Maryland,  to  open  and  keep  in  repair  a  convenient  road  from  such  part  of  the  waters  of  the 
Potomac,  to  such  part  of  the  river  Cheat  or  of  the  river  Monongalia,  as  on  examination,  they  shall  judge  most  eligible; 
and  that  the  sum  of  3,333  1-3  dollars  arising  from  the  taxes  of  the  year  1784,  out  of  the  money  subject  to  votes  of 
the  General  Assembly,  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  the  joint  order  of  the  persons  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
by  them  applied,  together  with  a  like  sum  voted  by  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  directed  to  write  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  requesting  permission  to  lay 
out  and  improve  a  road  through  such  part  of  the  said  State  as  may  be  necessary,  in  the  best  and  most  proper  direc-- ' 
tion  from  Fort  Cumberland  to  the  navigable  part  of  the  river  Yohogania. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  twice  read  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  adhered  to 
by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  James  river;"  and  the  same  being  again 
read ; 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  improving  the  navigation  of  James  river;"  and  that  Messrs. 
Madison  and  Hi-nderson  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  daj-,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act ;" 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  heir  consideration,  and  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several 
ainendments  thereto,  wliich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac;"  was  read  tiie  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  Messi's.  Grayson,  Madison  and  Page. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.   Speakkk, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  allowing  any  person  possessed  of  a  land  warrant  un- 
der the  proclamati^m  nf  17G3,  to  exchange  the  same  with  the  register  of  the  Land  Office,  with  an  a:iiendmont,  to  wliich 
thiy  dt-ii-i   ;';.   com  urrence  of  this  House;  also,  to  the  bill    '  to  amend  and  reduce  the  sevti;l  ;i.  t-,  Tor  appropriating 
the  public  revenae  iii(  i  one  act,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  also  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House; 
D  6 
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also,  they  do  adhere  to  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "for  taking  a  survey  of  the  rivers 
James  and  Potomac,  and  of  the  nearest  western  waters  to  tlie  head  branches  of  the  same,  that  )nay  be  rendered  navi- 
gable.    And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  bill,  "to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  to  levy  certain  taxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Stuart  and  Breckenridge. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several 
acts,  '  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue  into  one  act;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Senate  iherewiih. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  several  continental  commissioners  appointed  to  settle  accounts  in  this  State,  shall  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorised  and  empowered,  to  administer  the  necessary  oaths  for  proving  all  accounts  that  may  respectively 
be  oflered  to  them  for  settlement. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  adhered  to 
by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  taking  a  survey  of  the  rivers  James  and  Potomac,  and  of  the  nearest  western  waters  to 
the  head  branches  of  the  same,  that  they  may  be  rendered  navigable;"  and  the  same  being  read; 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  be  authorised  to  appoint  three  persons,  who,  or  any  two  of  whom,  shall  make  an 
accurate  examination  and  survey  of  James  river,  from  Lynch's  ferry  in  Campbell  county  upwards,  of  the  most  con- 
I  venient  course  for  a  road  from  the  highest  navigable  part  of  the  said  river  to  the  nearest  navigable  part  of  the  wa- 
iters running  into  the  Ohio,  and  of  the  said  waters  running  into  the  Ohio;  that  they  report  to  the  next  General  Assem- 
bly a  full  account  of  such  examination  and  survey,  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense  necessary  for  opening  and  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  said  waters  of  James  river,  and  of  the  western  waters,  and  of  clearing  the  said 
road;  that  they  be  authorised  to  call  on  the  lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier  for  a  guard  of  militia  not  exceed- 
ing fifty  men,  in  case  they  shall  judge  such  guard  to  be  necessary,  which  the  said  lieutenant  is  hereby  ordered  to  fur- 
nish, and  which  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  order  of  the  Executive,  out  of  the  revenue  for  the  year  1784,  sub- 
ject to  be  appropriated  by  votes  of  the  General  Assembly;  that  the  persons  so  appointed  shall  be  furnished  out 
of  the  said  fund  with  such  sum,  not  exceeding  200?.  as  the  Executive  may  judge  necessary;  and  shall  each  of  them  be 
allowed  for  his  services  the  sum  of  20s.  for  each  day  he  shall  be  employed  therein. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  be  further  authorised  to  appoint  three  other  commissioners,  who,  or  any  two  of  whom, 
shall  carefully  examine  and  fix  on  the  most  convenient  course  for  a  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  in  this  State, 
to  those  passing  through  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  report  their  proceedings  herein,  with  an  estimate  of  the 
expense  necessary  for  opening  such  canal,  to  the  next  General  Assembly;  and  in  case  they  shall  find  that  the  best 
course  for  such  canal  will  require  the  concurrence  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  in  the  opening  thereof,  they  are 
further  authorised  and  instructed  to  signify  the  same  to  the  said  State,  and  to  concert  with  any  person  or  persons  who 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  thereof,  the  most  convenient  and  equitable  plan  for  the  execution  of  such  work,  and  to 
report  the  result  to  the  next  General  Assembl3'.  The  said  commissioners  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  allowance  and 
be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  those  to  be  appointed  under  the  preceding  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  allowance,  to  be  paid  in  the  same  manner,  be  made  to  Thomas  Massey,  for  the  service 
fo  which  he  is  appointed  to  perform  in  conjunction  with  a  commissioner  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  by  the  State  of 
.Maryland. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  severally  twice  read  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district ;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  se- 
veral acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  appointment  of  naval  officers,  and  ascertaining  their  fees,  and  the  duties  payable  on 
■goods  imported  into  this  State;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and 
directing  a  mode  of  staling  public  accounts;"  "  directing  the  liquidation  of  certain  public  accounts ;"  "  and  con- 
cerning the  paper  money  paid  into  the  public  treasury  by  British  debtors;"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


103 

MONDAY,  January  3,   17So. 

Tlie  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  resohuion  authorising  any  person  pos- 
•sessed  of  a  land  warrant  under  the  proclamation  of  1763,  to  exchange  the  same  with  tlie  register  of  the  land  office; 
and  the  same  being  read,  was  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Marshall  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Strother  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Pi-opositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Lawrence,  late  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Isle  of  Wight,  praying  that  the  interest  and  damages  on  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  in  the  General  Court,  for 
the  balance  of  the  taxes  due  for  the  year  1783,  may  be  remitted,  is  reasonable;  Provided,  the  principal  and  costs  bo 
paid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  next;  it  appearing  to  the  committee  that  the  petitioner  and  his  deputies  were 
sick  for  a  considerable  time,  which  retarded  the  collection  of  the  taxes. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Willis  Wilson,  late  sherifl'  of  the  county 
of  Surry,  praying  that  the  interest  and  damages  on  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  in  the  General  Courts  for  the 
balance  of  the  taxes  for  the  year  1783,  amounting  to  253/.  15s.  6d.,  since  which  76/.  4s.  Id.  has  been  paid,  may  be 
remitted,  is  reasonal)]e;  Provided,  the  principal  and  costs  be  paid  on  or  before  tlie  1st  day  of  March  next;  it  appear- 
ing to  the  committee  that  the  deputy  sheriffs  were  sick  for  a  considerable  time,  Vi'hich  prevented  the  collection  of  the 
said  taxes. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  sundry  pilots,  praying  that  the  rates  for 
pilotage  may  be  increased  one-fifth,  on  all  vessels  drawing  ten  feet  water  and  under,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Strother  do  carry  the  1st  and  2d  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pursuant  to  the  last  resolution ;  and  that  Messrs.  Wray,  Smith  and 
King,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  remedy  certain  impositions  in  tlie  adjustment  of  militar}'  claims;"  was  read  tlie  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  remedy  certain  impositions  m  the  adjustment 
of  military  claims." 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Carrington  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones  : 

AJr.   Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  discharge  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  from  thejj 
payment  of  one-lialf  of  the  revenue  tax  for  the  year  1785."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Matthews  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  to  whom  a  letter  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  en- 
closing a  petition  of  Messrs.  Lacaze  and  Mallett,  was  referred,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
same  under  their  consideration,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deli- 
vered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Messrs.  Lacaze  and  Mallett,  with 
the  several  papers  in  support  thereof,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Executive ;  and  that  they  be  empowered  to  examine 
the  same,  and  to  make  such  allowance  to  the  petitioners  as  to  them  shall  appear  to  be  just  and  right ;  to  be  paid  on  a 
warrant  from  the  Governor,  out  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  this  State's  quota  to  the  United -States, 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of 
tobacco  into  one  act;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  and 
reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco  into  one  act." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazevpell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Stuart  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  to  levy  certain  taxes 
in  aid  of  the  public  revenue,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under 
their  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  improving  the  navigation  of  James  River;"  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "for  improving  the  navigation  of  James  River;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  Messrs.  Madison  and  Henderson. 

Mr.  Grayson  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Potomac,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  considera-flt 
tion,  and  had  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  tlie  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  appointment  of  naval  officers,  an<l  ascer* 


104 

taining  their  fees,  and  the  duties  payable  on  goods  imported  into  this  State  ;'•  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bifl 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  di- 
rected him  to  report,  when  the  Hon^e  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Madison  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "for  improving  the  navigation  of  James  river," 
was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  seve- 
ral amendments  thereto,  whicli  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  dav,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  on  the  bills  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for 
establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  directing  the  mode  of  stating  public  accounts;"  "directing  the  liquidation  of 
certain  public  accounts,  and  concerning  the  paper  money  paid  into  the  public  treasury  by  British  debtors,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  tiien  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 
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TUESDAY,  January  4,   1785. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  Po- 
tomac river." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grayson  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  to  levy  certain  taxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue;"  was  read 
tlie  third  time. 

Besulvcd,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  to  levy  certain 
taxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue." 
^  Ordered,  That  i\lr.  Breckenridge  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  thiit  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  treasm-er  be  directed  to  pay  to  Anthony  Cardone,  the  sum  of  400/.  from  that  part  of  the  re- 
venue of  1784,  which  is  subject  to  the  votes  of  the  General  Assembly,  for  so  much  money  deposited  with  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Ajlett,  agent  for  this  State,  as  appears  by  a  certificate  signed  by  Patrick  Henry,  Esq.  Governor  of  Virginia. 

And  the  syid  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  bv  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Maun  Page  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

]\lr.  Wray  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  for  establishing  pilots,  and  regulating  their 
fees ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Richard  Brooke  and  James  Tutt,  to  them  referred,  and  come  to  a  resolution 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  reatl. 
and  is  as  followcth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Richard  Brooke  and  James  Tutt, 
setting  forth,  that  they  contracted  with  the  late  Fielding  Lewis,  Esq.  for  the  building  of  the  magazine  for  the  public, 
on  the  Gmi  Factory  lot  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg;  and  relying  on  the  well  known  integrity  of  that  gentleman, 
failed  to  require  a  written  contract:  shortly  after  which,  and  just  before  the  completion  of  ihe  work,  the  said  .Mr. 
Lewis  died,  and  the  petitioners  are  unable  to  prove  the  terms,  except  by  the  books  and  accounts  of  Mr.  Lewis;  and 
praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  Charles  Yates,  Francis  Thornton  and  William  Blades,  gentlemen,  or  any  tuo 
of  llieiii,  ought  to  be  appointed  commissioners  to  examine  and  value  the  work  done  by  the  petitioners,  and  also  to  exa- 
mine the  books  and  accounts  of  the  said  Fielding  Lewis,  deceased,  and  make  report  thereupon  to  the  Executive  ; 
agreeably  to  which  report,  warrants  ought  to  issue  lor  such  sum  as  shall,  by  the  said  commissioners,  (jr  any  two  of 
them,  be  stated  to  be  due  to  the  petitioners. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  bv  the  House. 

A  message  frou)  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 
^         Mu.  Spe.^KER, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendment  of  this  House,  to  their  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion authorising  any  person  possessed  of  a  land  warrant  under  the  proclamation  of  1763,  to  exchange  the  same  with 
the  register  of  the  Land  Oflice.     And  then  he  with.lrew. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  for  establishing  pilots,  and  regulating  their  fees;''  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  tiiirJ  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 
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Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  Governor,  the  sum  of  100/.  ibr  the  purchase  ol"  furniture 
for  the  Governor's  house ;  and  that  the  same  be  made  good  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

And  tiie  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Breckenridge  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  according  to  order,  the  amendments  agreed 
to  yesterday,  to  the  bill  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  appointment  of  na- 
val officers,  and  ascertaining  their  fees,  and  the  duties  payable  on  goods  imported  into  this  State;"  and  he  read  the 
same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"directing  the  liquidation  of  certain  public  accounts;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Mann  Page  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consi- 
deration, and  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the 
House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
said  bill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Selden : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  requesting  the  Governor  to  appoint  some  person  toVf^ 
take  care  of  the  public  buildings;  also,  to  the  bills  "for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac;"!^ 
"  to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  'to  ies'y  certain  taxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue  ;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an^ 
act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act,"  with  several  amend- 
ments, to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House ;  and  "for  enabling  the  British  merchants  to  recover  their 
debts  from  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,"  with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they  also  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  improving  the  navigation  of  James  river;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein 
filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  clearing  and  improving  the  navigation  of 
James  river." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  and  passed  the  treasurer's  accounts  and  books ;  and  he  delivered  in 
the  same.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  be  requested  to  take  measures  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  superintend  the  erecting  the  public  foundry,  and  the  management  of  the  same ;  and  that  they 
make  the  said  commissioners  such  reasonable  allowance  as  they  may  think  their  services  entitle  them  to. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  vesting  in  George  Washington,  Esq.  a  certain  interest  in 
the  companies  established  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  Potomac  and  James  rivers  ;"  and  that  Mr.  Ma- 
dison do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  vesting  in  George  Washington,  Esq.  a  certain  interest 
in  the  companies  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  Potomac  and  James  rivers  ;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

■  The  orders  of  the  da}',  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year ;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district ;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  wliole  House,  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  on  the  bills  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly, 
for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  directing  the  mode  of  stating  the  public  accounts;"  and  "  concerning  the 
paper  money  paid  into  the  public  treasury,  by  British  debtors,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  tiii  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  January  5,  1735. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  pilots,  and  regulating  their  fees;"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  the  birtnks  therein  filled  up.  J| 

Rciolced,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  pilots,  and  ,^ 
reguli';'!  ■  iheir  fees."  '  ^F 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wray  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
£  6 
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A  bill,  "for  vesting  in  George  Washington,  Esq.  a  certain  interest  in  the  companies  establisher}' for  opening  and 
extending  the  navigation  of  Potomac  and  James  rivers;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  being  amended  at  the  cloik's 
table,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tlie  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  enabling  British  merchants  to 
recover  their  debts  from  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth ;"  and  the  said  amendments  were  read,  and  are  as  fol- 
loweth : 

Page  2,  line  2d ;  after  the  word  "  law,"  insert  "  or  suit  in  equity." 
3d  ;  after  "  executions,"  insert  "  or  attachment." 
3d  ;  after  "judgment,"  insert  "  or  decree." 
4th  ;  after  "judgment,"  insert  "  or  decree." 
6th  ;  strike  out  the  word  "  said." 
'  6th  ;  strike  out  from  the  word  "  notwithstanding,"  to  the  end  of  the  bill ;  and  insert  "  and  whereafc- 

many  persons,  formerly  merchants  or  factors  in  this  State,  withdrew  themselves  tlia  ■efrom,  b?foreor  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  last  war,  and  joined  the  armies,  or  entered  into  the  territories  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ;  Be  it  there- 
fore enacted,  That  all  debts  contracted  before  the  19th  day  of  April  1775,  with  any  n)erchant,  factor  or  other  person^ 
who  has  since  that  time  resided  one  year  within  the  territories  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  not  being  in  public  em- 
ployment for  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  or  remained  one  month  in  any  of  his  armies,  not  being  a  prisoner 
of  war ;  or  any  person,  who  through  any  pretence  whatsoever,  hath  refused  to  receive  payment  in  the  current  money 
^•of  this  Commonwealth  when  ofiered,  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  January  1779,  such  persons  debts  shall  be  paid  and  inter- 
ji  est  abolished,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  by  this  act  prescribed  for  the  payment  of  debts  due  to  British  subjects." 

The  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th  and  5th  amendments,  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  last  amendment  was  read  a  second  time ;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  acquaint  them  that  this  House  hath  agreed  to 
their  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th  and  5th  amendments,  and  hath  disagreed  to  the  other  amendment. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  allowances  be  made  to  the  officers  of  the  General  Assembly,  for  their  services  dur- 
ing the  present  session : 

To  the  Reverend  Benjamin  Blagrove,  at  the  rate  of,  per  week, 
To  Mr.  John  Beckley,  clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  per  week, 

To  Mr.  William  Drew,  clerk  of  the  Senate,  per  week,  .  .  - 

To  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton,  clerk  of  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections  and  Propositions  and 

Grievances,  per  week,  .  .  .  .  - 

To  Mr.  Adam  Craig,  clerk  of  the  committees  of  Claims  and  Commerce,  per  week, 
To  Mr.  Charles  Hay,  clerk  of  the  committees  for  Religion  and  Courts  of  Justice,  per  week. 
To  Mr.  Freeman  Eppes,  sergeant  at  arms  to  the  House  of  Delegates,  per  week, 
To  Mr.  William  Pierce,  sergeant  at  arms  to  the  Senate,  per  week, 
To  William  Drinkard,  Daniel  Hicks,  John  Hicks  and  William  Drinkard,  jun.  door-keepers  to  the 

House  of  Delegates,  each,  per  week,  _  .  .  - 

To  William  Hicks  and  Thomas  Paul,  door-keepers  to  the  Senate,  per  week, 
To  Ehzabeth  Jones,  for  taking  care  of,  and  cleaning  the  Assembly  House, 
To  Bernard  Webb,  clerk  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  statement  of  the  public  debt,  per  week. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  concerning  naval  officers,  and  ascertaining  their 
fees,  and  the  duties  payable  on  goods  imported  into  this  State ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein 
filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'concern- 
ing naval  officers,  and  ascertaining  their  fees,  and  the  duties  payable  on  goods  imported  into  this  State." 

Ordaed,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  m(\-.sage  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  remedy  certain  impositions  in  the  adjustment  of  military 
claims,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Carrington  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  SpEAKF.lt, — The  Senate  do   insist  on  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  for  ena- 

bling  the  British  merch;ints  to  recover  tlieir  debts  from  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth;"  also,  they  have  agreed 

H  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  '  for  establishing  priots,  and  regulating  their  fnes;"   and  to  the  resolutions  respecting 

rSavary  de  Valcoulon,  John  Lawrence  and  Willis  Wilson;  and  to  empower  the  commissioners  appointed  to  settle  the 
contmental  accounts  in  this  State,  to  administer  oaths  to  the  persons  applvinc:  for  such  settlement.  And  then  he 
withdrew.  ^  ii  J    b 
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An  ene;rossed  bill,  "  for  vestint;-  in  George  Washington,  Esq.  a  certain  interest  in  the  companies  established  lor 
opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  Potomac  and  James  rivers;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  vesting  in  George  Washington,  Esq.  a  cer- 
tain interest  in  the  companies  established  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  Potomac  and  James  rivers." 

Ordtred,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  for 
enablini;  the  British  merchants  to  recover  their  debts  from  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth;"  and  the  same  being 
again  read; 

Resolved,  That  a  present  free  conference  be  desired  with  the  Senate  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  frimi  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones:  4a 

1\Ir.  Speaker, — Tiie  Senate  do  agree  to  the  present  free  conference  desired  by.  this  House,  on  the  subject  raattei-  ' 
of  their  amendment  to  the  bill  "  for  enabling  the  British  merchants  to  recover  their  debts  from  the  citizens  of  this 
Commonwealth;"  and  have  appointed  managers,  who  are  attending  in  the  conference  chamber.     And  then  he  with- 
drew, w 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Tazewell,  Brerkenridge,  Henderson,  Stuart  and  Madison,  do  manage  the  conference  on  A 
the  part  of  this  House;   and  the  names  of  the  managers  were  called  over,  and  they  went  to  the  conference. 

And  being  returned  ;  Mr.  Tazewell  reported,  that  they  had,  according  to  order,  met  the  managers  of  the  Senate 
in  the  conference  chamber,  and  fully  discussed  in  free  conference  the  subject  matter  of  the  Senate's  amendment  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  for  enabling  the  British  merchants  to  recover  their  debts  from  the  citizens  of  this 
Commonwealth,"  upon  which  it  had  been  agreed  by  the  managers  of  this  House,  that  it  should  be  proposed  to  recede 
on  the  part  of  this  House  from  their  disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendment,  and  to  agree  to  the  said  amendment 
with  an  amendment,  which  proposition  the  managers  of  the  Senate  had  promised  to  report  to  their  House. 

The  House  then  again  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  ;  and  the  same  being  read, 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  this  House  do  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said 
amendment,  and  agreed  to  the  saidamendment  with  an  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  proposed  to  be  insert- 
ed in  the  bill  by  the  Senate,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  of  the  said  words  the  following  clause,  to  wit:  ^'Provided,  always,^^ 
I  hat  no  citizen  of  this  Commonwealth,  of  approved  fidelity  and  attachment  thereto,  and  who  has  been  resident  therein  ^ 
Ancr  the  19tli  of  April  1775,  and  may  have  been  in  partnership  with  British  merchants  prior  to  that  date,  shall  in  any 
manner  be  aflected  by  this  act,  but  after  establishing  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  his  share  of  such  copartnership 
with  British  merchants,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  like  share  of  each  debt,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  good  citizens 
.are,  and  no  more;" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith,  and  desire  their  concurrence  to  the  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act, 
to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  '  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  into  one  act;"  and  the  same  being^ 
read,  were  agreed  to.  m 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

^Vhereas,  the  present  mode  of  supporting  the  prisoners  in  the  public  jail,  is  found  to  be  expensive  and  insufli- 
<  ient ; 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  do  contract  with  the  keeper,  or  some  other  person,  for  the  support  of  all  prisoners- 
brougiit  to  the  public  jail,  on  the  best  terms  he  can  procure,  and  discharge  such  contract  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

Aiid  the  said  lesolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Stuart  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  thoir  concurrence. 

Tiie  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  trea- 
surer for  the  ensuing  year;  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and 
de))osited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Mann  Page,  Nelson  and  Tazewell,  were  nominated  a  committee  to 
meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and 
report  to  the  Hou^e  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The   committee  then  withdrew;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House,  and  reported,  that  they  had,  ac.^ 
cording  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the 
ballot  boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Jaquelin  Ambler,  Esq. 

The  House,  according  t6  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  chief 
justice  for  the  western  district;  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets,  witli  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appoint- 
ed, and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Mann  Page,  Nelson  and  Tazewell,  were  nominated  a  committee 
to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate,  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and 
report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall.  ^ 

The  commitlee  then  withdrew  ;  and  after  some  tmie  leturned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord" 
inp;  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  coiiferpixe  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot 
boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Cyrus  Grittin,  Esq. 
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A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resohition : 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  be  directed  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Captain  Thomas  Drew,  late  paymaster  to  the 
State  garrison  regiment,  upon  oath :  Provided,  that  the  said  Captain  Thomas  Drew,  do  satisfj'  them  by  oath  or 
other  satisfactory  proof,  of  the  loss  of  his  vouchers. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  order  made  on  Wednesday  last,  that  when  this  House  do  adjourn  on  Wednesday  next,  it 
will  adjourn  to  the  31st  day  of  March  next,  be  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tazewell  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  bj'  Mr.  Selden : 
^L  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  appointing  a  commissioner  to  open  a  road  iVom  the. 

^  waters  of  the  Potomac  to  Cheat  river;  and  appointing  commissioners  to  examine  James  river,  and  report  a  road  to 
the  waters  of  the  Ohio;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "for  clearing  and  improving  the  navigation  of  Jame? 
river,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  and  "for  vesting  in  George 
^  Washington,  Esq.  a  certain  interest  in  the  companies  established  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  Poto- 
Jl    mac  and  James  rivers."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  the  representatives  of  the  late  Brigadier  General  Woodford,  in  consequence  of  his  captivity  at  Charles- 
town,  and  his  death  at  Sandy  Hook  on  his  passage  to  New  York  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  have  been  deprived  of  his 
vouchers  necessary  for  settling  his  accounts  with  the  public,  and  the  only  means  they  have  left  to  ascertain  the  same, 
is  by  a  small  book  of  accounts  stated  in  his  own  hand  writing  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  accept  as  proof  in  the  set- 
tlement of  General  Woodford's  accounts,  his  book  of  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures  during  his  command  in  thf. 
army ;  the  same  being  first  proven  by  the  executors  to  have  been  found  so  stated  by  them. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grayson  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

XThe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  clearing  and  improving  the 
navigation  of  James  river ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Carrington  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  which  induced  the  au- 
ditors to  issue  to  Daniel  Broadhead,  sundry  certificates  for  military  claims  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Illinois  regiment, 
and  how  far  the  same  have  been  accounted  for  hy  the  said  Broadhead,  to  the  persons  entitled  thereto,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  inquired  into  the  same,  and  come  to  a  report  and  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  John  Crittenden  and  George  Slaughter,  F.squires,  two  of  the  representatives 
Jurom  the  Kentucky  country,  wrote  to  the  auditors,  representing  that  the  different  claimants  were  so  remote  from  their 
office,  that  it  would  be  relieving  them  much  to  make  a  general  settlement  of  all  their  respective  claims  from  the  re- 
turns on  the  journals  of  the  western  commissioners  with  the  said  Broadhead,  who  would  convey  the  certificates  to  those 
entitled  to  them. 

That  the  auditors,  upon  tlie  ground  of  the  said  letters,  and  the  said  Broadbead's  giving  bond  with  security,  con- 
ditioned to  take  certain  measures  upon  his  arrival  in  the  western  country,  for  giving  notice  to  the  different  claimants 
of  his  having  settled  their  accounts,  and  being  possessed  of  their  certificates,  did  settle  with  the  said  Daniel  Broad- 
head sundry  of  the  said  claims,  and  issued  him  certificates  thereupon  to  the  amount  of  18,000?.,  upon  which  he  also 
drew  the  interest,  which  had  at  that  time  become  due. 

It  also  appears  to  your  committee,  that  sundry  of  the  claimants  included  in  the  settlement  made  by  the  said 
Broadliead,  have  never  received  the  same,  nor  have  been  informed  of  his  having  settled  their  said  claims;  nor  does 
it  appear  that  he  has  ever  given  the  notice  engaged  to  be  given  in  the  said  bond. 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  auditors  ought  immedi:itely  to  take  measures  for  recovering 
trom  the  said  Daniel  Broadhead.  the  certificates  issued  to  him  on  account  of  the  aforesaid  claimants,  or  other  like  cer- 
tificates to  the  same  amount,  together  with  the  interest  which  may  have  been  drawn  thereon,  in  the  warrants  so  drawn, 
or  the  amount  of  such  interest  in  specie,  so  far  as  he  cannot  show  that  he  has  actually  accounted  with  the  persons 
respectively  entitled  to  the  same ;  and  that  they  re-seltle  such  of  tlie  said  claimants'  accounts  as  upon  the  recovery 
aforesaid  from  the  said  Broadhead,  may  appear  not  to  iiave  been  satisfied  or  paid  by  him. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  provision  hath  been  made  for  payment  of  30,000/.  towards 
discharging  the  debts  due  by  this  State  to  persons  who  are  not  citizens  thereof,  and  the  money  which  shall  arise  from 
^)c  sale  of  the  Gosport  lands,  hath  been  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  those  debts ; 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  warrants  wiiich  may  be  issued  by  the  direction  of  ihe  Governor  with  the  advice  of 
Council,  m  favor  of  the  public  creditors  within  the  description  aforesaid,  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  of  the  said 
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Gosport  lands,  or  in  discharge  of  the  bonds  which  may  be  granted  lor  the  payment  of  those  lands:  Frovided,  the 
warrants  so  issue  d  be  paid  on  or  before  the  day  when  sucli  bonds  become  payable ;  and  to  prevent  all  debts  respecting 
the  said  warrants,  it  shall  be  expressed  in  the  body  of  the  same,  or  endorsed  thereon,  that  such  warrants  shall  be  re- 
ceivable in  payment  of  Gosport  lands;  and  the  warrants  so  issued,  shall  be  countersigned  by  the  Governor,  and  a  list 
thereof  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  Council. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  S,enate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "to  remedy  V 
certain  impositions  in  the  adjustment  of  military  claims."     And  then  he  withdrew.  ^ 

Mr.  Smith  reported,  from  tiie  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  examined  several  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Smith  do  carry  the  bills  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  he  delivered  in  the  same,  and  then  withdrew. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  'for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors, 
and  directing  the  mode  of  stating  public  accounts;"  "concerning  the  paper  money  paid  into  the  treasury  by  British 
debtors;"  and  "directing  the  liquidation  of  certain  public  accounts,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills: 

"  An  act,  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize." 

"An  act,  for  keeping  in  repair  the  pass  at  Rock-fish  gap." 

"An  act,  for  altering-  the  court  day  of  the  county  of  Chesterfield." 

"  An  act,  for  altering  the  boundary  line  between  the  glebe  lands  of  the  parish  of  Manchester,  in  the  county  of 
Chesterfield,  and  the  lands  of  William  Logwood." 

"  An  act,  for  altering  the  place  of  holding  courts  in  the  county  of  Prince  George." 

"  An  act,  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  dissolving  several  vestries,  and  appointing  overseers  of  the  poor 
in  certain  counties." 

"An  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts,  'for  appropriating  the  public  revenue  into  one  act." 

"An  act,  to  explain  and  amend  the  act,   'to  levy  certain  taxes  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue." 

"An  act,  concerning  entries  and  surveys  on  the  western  waters." 

"An  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of  Kempsville,  in  the  county  of  Princess 
Anne." 

"An  act,  for  establishing  several  new  ferries." 

"  An  act,  appropriating  the  fees  of  the  Land  Office  in  aid  of  the  public  revenue,  and  placing  the  register,  his  de- 
puties and  assistants,  on  the  civil  list." 

"  An  act,  to  provide  for  the  more  eflectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  five  shillings  per  hundred  acres  on  lands  grant- 
ed by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom." 

"An  act,. respecting  future  confiscations." 

"An  act,  for  further  continuing  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning  pensioners." 

"  An  act,  authorising  the  Governor  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  to  suspend,  when  necessary,  the  surveying  of 
certain  lands  in  the  western  country." 

"  An  act,  for  establishing  and  reviving  inspections  of  tobacco  at  sundry  places." 

"An  act,  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  ser- 
vice." 

"  An  act,  for  clearing  and  improving  the  navigation  of  James  river." 

"An  act,  concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs." 

"  An  act,  compelling  the  county  court  clerks  to  reside  in  the  county,  and  to  prevent  them  from  removing  the  re- 
cords out  of  the  same,  and  for  other  purposes." 

"An  act,  giving  John  Hoomes  the  exclusive  privilege  of  conveying  persons  in  a  stage  coach  to  and  from  certain 
places  for  a  limited  time,  and  for  other  purposes." 

"An  act,  for  dividing  the  county  of  Jefferson  into  two  distinct  counties." 

"An  act,  for  appointing  trustees  for  the  town  of  York." 

"An  act,  to  amend  and  explain  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  repealing  in  part  the  act,  for  establishing  the  town 
of  Louisville." 

"An  act,  to  continue  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  revive  and  amend  in  part  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  giving  fur- 
ther time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,'  and  for  other 
purposes." 

"  An  act,  for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  inva- 
sions and  insurrections." 
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"  An  act,  for  providing  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  defence  of  the  State." 

"  An  act,  to  prevent  tlie  counterfeiting  certain  certificates  and  warrants." 

"An  act,  giving  further  powers  to  the  directors  of  the  public  buildings." 

"  An  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act.  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands,  and  for  other  pnrposes." 

"  An  act,'  to  amend  the  act,   '  for  the  better  support  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  Kentucky  district." 

"  An  act,  to  remedy  certain  impositions  in  the  adjustment  of  military  claims." 

"An  act,  for  continuing  the  act,  entitled   'an  act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State." 

"  An  act,'  giving  James  Rumsey  the  exclusive  right  of  constructing  and  navigating  certain  boats,  for  a  limited 

jime."  .  .         ^ 

"  An  act,  to  regulate  the  solemnization  of  marriages." 

"  An  act,  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  clearing  the  Roanoke  river." 

"An  act,  to  amend  tiie  act,  'for  estabhshing  pilots,  and  regulating  their  fees." 

"An  act,  to  explain  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  adjusting  and 
settling  the  titles  of  claimers  to  unpatented  lands  under  the  present  and  former  governments,  previous  to  the  estabhsh- 
ment  of  the  Commonwealth's  Land  Office." 

"  An  act,  vesting  the  estate  of  Stephen  Yancey,  deceased,  in  his  children,  and  for  other  purposes." 

"  An  act,  for  further  continuing  and  amending  the  act.  '  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar,  pitch  and  tur- 
pentine." 

"An  act,  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  Potomac  river." 

"  An  act,  for  vesting  in  George  Washington,  Esq.  a  certain  interest  in  the  companies  established  for  opening  and 
extending  the  navigation  of  Potomac  and  James  rivers." 

"An  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for  equalizing  the  land  tax." 

"An  act,  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  the  inspection 
of  tobacco,  into  one  act." 

"  An  act,  to  increase  the  number  of  trustees  for  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  directing  their  annual  election,  and  for 
granting  certain  powers  to  the  corporation  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk." 

"  An  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  clearing  Mattaponi  river." 

"  An  act,  for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church." 

"An  act,  for  dissolving  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Southfarnham,  in  the  county  of  Essex." 

"An  act,  concerning  the  arrears  of  levies  due  in  the  parish  of  St.  Thomas,  in  the  county  of  Orange." 

"  An  act,  to  discharge  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  from  the  payment  of  one  half  of  the  revenue  tax  for  thp 
year  1785." 

"An  act,  for  establishing  a  town  at  the  Sweet  Springs,  in  the  county  of  Botetourt." 

"  An  act,  punishing  certain  offences  injurious  to  the  tranquillity  of  this  Commonwealth." 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  January  6,  1785. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Batte  Peterson,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Green?ville,  attendeo 
in  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  and  that  there  was  good  cause  to  excuse  his  absence  when  the  House  was  caller! 
over  on  Friday  last ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Batte  Peterson  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  without  paying  fees. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  other  business. 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  January  7,    1785. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment; 

Bui  thore  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  business. 

The  House  adjourned  till  the  31st  day  of  March  next. 
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GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

BEGUJV  and  held  at  the  Public  Buildings  in  the  City  of  Richmond^  on  Monday  the  ilth  of  October, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

On  which  day,  being  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  oaths  required  to 
be  taken  by  the  Delegates  were  administered  by  the  Privy  Council,  to  such  of  the  members  as  appeared ;  after  which 
they  repaired  to  their  seats  in  the  House  of  Delegates ; 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  October  18,  1785. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment,  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by 
law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House ; 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 
The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  October  19,  1785. 

The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment,  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by 
law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House; 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business. 
The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  October  20,  1785. 

The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment,  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by 
law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House; 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 
The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  October  21,   1785. 


The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournment,  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by 
law,  tooU  their  seats  in  the  House ; 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 
The  House  adjourned,  till  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 
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SATURDAY,  October  22,  1785. 

The  House  met  according  to  their  adjournmeat,  and  several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by 
law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House ; 

But  the  number  not  being  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 
The  House  adjourned  till  Monday,  12  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  October  24,  1785. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Bcckley  be  appointed  clerk  of  this  House. 

Thomas  Johnson,  Esq.  a  delegate  for  the  county  of  Louisa,  reminded  the  House  of  the  necessity  of  proceeding 
to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  recommended  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  a  member  for  the  county  of  Surry,  as  a  per- 
son in  every  respect  qualified  to  fill  that  office.  He  was  seconded  by  Hugh  Rose,  Esq.  a  delegate  for  the  county  of 
Amherst. 

And  Joseph  Prentis,  Esq.  a  delegate  for  the  county  of  York,  recommended  John  Tyler,  Esq.  a  member  lor  the 
county  of  Charles  City,  as  a  person  who  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  office  heretofore,  had  given  uudeiiiable 
proofs  ol"  his  abilities  and  integrity;  and  was  seconded  by  Thomas  Underwood,  Esq.  a  delegate  for  the  county  of 
Goochland. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Speaker  by  ballot. 

The  House  accordingly,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Speaker  by  ballot ;  and  the  members  having  prepared 
tickets  with  the  names  of  the  persons  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Johnson, 
Rose,  Stuart,  Prentis,  anti  Underwood,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the 
House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  at  the  clerk's  table  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  reported  to  the  House,  that 
they  had,  according  to  order,  examined  the  same,  and  found  the  numbers  thereupon  to  stand  as  follows : 
For  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  45.  For  John  Tyler,  Esq.  39. 

So  that  Mr.  Harrison  being  chosen  Speaker  of  this  House,  he  was  conducted  to  the  chair,  from  whence  he  made 
his  acknowledgments  to  the  House  for  the  honor  conferred  on  him  in  the  following  manner: 

Gentlemen, — My  warmest  acknowledgments  are  due  to  you  I'or  the  honor  you  have  conferred  on  me,  and  I 
request  you  to  accept  them.  The  highest  gratification  a  patriotic  breast  can  feel,  is  the  approbation  of  its  country. 
I  have  experienced  this  on  such  a  variety  of  occasions,  that  I  am  really  at  a  loss  for  words  to  express  the  full  sense  I 
entertain  of  the  obligations  I  am  under.     I  rely  on  your  goodness,  therefore,  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

The  honorable  office  you  have  conferred  upon  me  requires  diligence,  the  strictest  impartiality,  patience  and  for- 
titude, in  neither  of  which  I  hope  to  be  found  defective,  but  in  the  exercise  of  the  latter,  I  may  sometimes  be  under 
the  necessity  of  requesting  your  friendly  assistance,  and  I  have  full  confidence  it  will  not  be  withheld.  Long  expe- 
rience has  convinced  me,  that  business  cannot  be  expedited  without  a  due  observance  of  rule  and  order;  I  would  not 
be  a  slave  to  the  former  when  change  may  be  made  for  the  better,  but  the  latter  can  never  be  dispensed  with  in  such 
an  assembly  as  this,  without  lowering  its  dignity,  and  of  course  essentially  injuring  the  public.  As  the  observation  is 
loo  striking  to  be  denied,  I  have  my  hopes  it  will  have  its  force. 

Tlie  various  subjects  that  will  fall  under  our  consideration,  are  of  such  consequence  to  the  peace,  happiness, 
and  indeed  safety  of  the  Commonwealth,  that  it  might  be  thought  improper  in  me  to  remind  you  of  the  duty  you 
owe  your  constituents  and  the  public  in  general ;  if  a  very  recent  instance  had  not  taught  us  that  the  public  weal  has 
some  time  been  lost  sight  of,  when  it  interfered  with  our  private  advantage,  or  domestic  enjoyments.  Let  us  by  our 
diligence,  win  from  the  remembrance  of  our  people  what  has  heretofore  been  amiss,  and  shew  them,  that  to  their  wel- 
faieand  the  prosperity  of  the  Commonwealth,  all  other  considerations  have  given  place. 

My  endeavors  sliall  be  used  to  prevent  errors  in  your  proceedings;  yet,  as  fallibility  is  the  portion  of  us  all,  some 
may  possibly  be  found,  in  whicli  case  I  request  your  most  favorable  interpretation,  for  I  assure  you  they  shall  not  be 
the  work  of  design. 

Ordered,  That  the  Reverend  Benjamin  Blagrove  be  appointed  chaplain  to  this  House,  and  that  he  attend  to  read 
prayers  in  the  House  every  moriiinu-,  at  the  time  appointed  by  a  standing  order  of  the  House. 

Ordered,  Tluit  Mr.  Richard  liee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Freeman  Eppes  be  appointed  sergeant  at  arms  to  this  House;  and  that  he  give  his  attendance 
accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  William  Dritdiard,  John  Hicks,  Daniel  Hicks  and  William  Drinkard,  jun.  be  appointed  door- 
keeper<i  to  this  House;  and  that  they  give  their  attendance  accordingly. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Itrsolreil,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  take  into  their 
considei;ilion  the  state  of  the  ('ominoinveidth. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  stating  several  matters  for  the  consideration  of 


the  General  Assembly,  and  referring-  to  sundry  fetters  and  papers  enclosed  on  the  subject  thereof;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  writs  issue  for  the  election  of  delegates,  to  serve  in  the  present  General  Assembly,  for  the  county 
of  Stafford,  in  the  room  of  William  Brent,  Esq.  deceased  ;  for  the  county  of  Northumberland,  in  the  room  of  Tho- 
mas Gaskins,  Esq.  who  hath  accepted  the  office  of  sheriff;  and  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  in  the  room  of  Henry 
Tazewell,  Esq.  appointed  a  judge  of  the  General  Court. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  October  25,  1785. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  for  Religion,  be  appointed ; 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Zachariah  Johnston,  Norvell,  Tyler,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Wat- 
kii)s,  Strother,  Nicholas,  Markha]n,  Sherwiu,  Robert  Clark,  John  Clarke,  Thomas  Smith,  Henry  Fry,  liewis  Burwell, 
Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  Goodall,  Bibb,  Gatewood,  Curtis  and  Madison ;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day 
to  day,  and  to  take  under  their  con>ideration  all  matters  and  things  relating  to  religion  and  morality,  and  all  such  as 
shall  be  from  time  to  time  referred  to  them,  and  report  their  proceedings  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House ; 
and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  be  appointed; 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Tyler,  Stuart,  Thomas,  Johnston,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Nor- 
vell, Madison,  Randolph,  Under>vood,  Preiitis,  Watkins,  John  Mayo,  Ruffin,  Coles,  Strother,  Wells,  Thomas  Smith, 
King,  Richard  Lee,  Braxton,  Peyton,  Slewurd,  and  Robert  Clark  ;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to 
day,  and  to  examine  in  tlie  first  place,  all  returns  of  writs  for  electing  delegates  to  serve  in  this  present  General  As- 
sembly, and  compare  the  same  with  the  forms  prescribed  by  law;  and  to  take  into. their  consideration  all  such  matters 
as  shall  or  may  come  in  question,  touching  returns,  elections,  and  privileges,  and  to  report  their  proceedings,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  House ;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons, 
papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  of  controverted  elections,  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  or  before  the  com- 
mittee of  Privileges  and  Elections,  the  petitioners  do,  by  themselves  or  their  agents,  within  a  convenient  time,  to  be 
appointed  either  by  the  House  or  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  as  the  matter  to  be  heard  shall  be  before 
the  House,  or  the  said  committee,  deliver  to  the  sitting  members  or  their  agents,  lists  of  the  persons  intended  by  the 
petitioners  to  be  objected  to,  who  voted  for  the  sitting  members,  giving  ia  the  said  lists  the  several  heads  of  objection, 
and  distinguishing  the  same  against  the  names  of  the  voters  objected  to  ;  and  that  the  sitting  members  do,  by  them- 
selves or  their  agents,  within  the  same  time,  deliver  the  lists  on  their  parts,  to  the  petitioners  or  their  agents. 

Ordered,   That  a  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  be  appointed; 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Tyler,  Strother,  Watkins,  Randolph,  Wil- 
kinson, Underwood,  Nicholas,  Sherwin,  Thomas  Smith,  Hawes,  Thornton,  Mnrkham,  Gatewood,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
Ruffin,  Bland,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  Curtis,  Briggs,  Bibb,  John  Clarke,  Robert  Clark,  Cropper,  Hopkins,  Lank- 
ford,  Ziichariah  Johnston,  Joshua  Fry,  Henry  Fry,  New,  Westwood,  Parramore,  Stith,  Robertson,  Helm,  Willis,  Rid- 
dick,  Robert  Moore  Riddick,  Stubblefield,  Garland,  Dillard,  Wilson  Miles  Cary,  Talbot,  King,  Jones,  Eggleston, 
Coles,  Tapscott,  Reid,  Richard  Lee,  Thomas  Johnson,  Turberville,  White,  Barksdale,  Taylor,  Ridley,  Southall,  James 
Ball,  jun.  Richard  Cary,  Anderson,  Rentfro,  Peyton,  Macon,  Patteson,  Temple,  Thompson,  Wills,  Scott,  Pettus, 
Daniel,  Samuel  Jordan  Cabell,  Bradford,  Lucas,  Trigg,  Wilkins,  Pettyjohn,  William  Walker,  and  Gordon;  and  they 
are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  under  their  consideration  all  propositions  and  grievances  that 
shall  or  may  come  legally  certified  to  this  Assembly,  and  to  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
■his  House ;  and  all  such  propositions  and  grievances  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  House,  and  by  him  to 
the  said  committee  of  course ;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for 
their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  be  appointed  ; 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Madison,  Prentis,  Stuart,  Arthur  Lee,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison, 
Briggs,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Stith,  Nicholas,  Turberville,  James  Ball,  and  Rose ;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from 
day  to  day,  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  matters  relating  to  courts  of  justice,  and  such  other  matters  as  shall 
irom  time  to  time,  be  referred  to  them,  and  report  their  proceedings,  with  tlieir  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and 
the  said  committee  are  to  inspect  the  Journals  of  the  last  session,  and  draw  up  a  state  of  the  matters  then  depending 
and  undetermined,  and  the  progress  that  was  made  therein,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House  ;  and  also  examine  what  laws  have  expired  since  the  last  session,  and  inspect  such  temporary  lav.  s  as  will  ex- 
pire witli  the  end  of  this  session,  or  are  near  expiring,  and  report  the  same  to  the  House,  with  their  opinions,  which  of 
them  are  fit  to  be  revived  and  continued;  and  the  said  committee  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and 
records,  for  their  information. 


Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Claims,  be  appointed ; 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Richard  Lee,  Watkins,  John  Mayo,  ^Villiam  Mayo,  Strother,  Wil- 
liam Walker,  Underwood,  Cabell,  Sherwin,  Bibb,  Hawes,  Lankford,  Gatewood,  Cropper,  Parramore,  Willis,  Riddick, 
Wills,  Garland,  Ei^fjlestnn,  Hopkins,  White,  Barksdale,  Taylor,  Ridley,  Southall,  Richard  Cary,  Burwell,  Pettus, 
Steward,  Lucas.  Tn,"a:,  Wilkins,  Pettyjohn  and  Gordon  ;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to 
take  into  their  consideration  all  pnblic  "claims  referred  from  the  last  to  this  present  session  of  Assembly,  and  all  mat- 
ters that  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  to  them  referred  ;  and  to  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House  ;  and  they  are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  "committee  of  Commerce,  be  appointed ; 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Braxton,  Watkins,  King,  Westwood,  RufBn,  Bland,  Jones,  Wills, 
Parramore,  Thornton.  Brin^cs,  Rose,  Patteson,  Mayo,  Temple,  Thompson,  Prentis,  Arthur  Lee,  Madison  and  Gordon; 
and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  under  their  consideration,  all  such  matters  and  things 
relative  to  the  trade,  manufactures  and  commerce  of  this  Commonwealth,  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  referred  to 
them,  and  to  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinion  thereupon ;  and  also,  occasionally,  such  improvements  as  in 
their  judgment  may  be  made,  in  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  this  State,  to  the  House;  and  they  are  to  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  for  their  information. 

Resolved,  That  eleven  of  die  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  seven  of  the  committee  of  Privileges 
and  Elections,  and  five  of  any  otiier  committee,  be  a  sufficient  number  to  make  a  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton  be  appointed  clerk  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and 
Propositions  and  Grievances;  Mr.  Adam  Craig  to  the  committees  of  Claims  and  Commerce;  and  Mr.  Charles  Hay 
to  the  committees  for  Religion  and  Courts  of  Justice. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  respecting  the  appoint- 
ment of  sherifl's,  ought  to  be  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills,  pursuant  to  the  said 
resolution. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  a  letter  from  the  commissioners  of  the 
Board  of  Treasury,  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Connnonwealth. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  October  26,  1785. 


Several  other  members  liaving  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  he  directed  to  cause  the  journals  and  proceedings  of  the  Executive  to  be  laid  before 
the  General  Assembly. 

A  perition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  have  seen  the  bill  "  establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of 
the  christian  religion,"  which  was  published  by  order  of  the  House  of  Delegates  at  their  last  session,  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  people ;  that  they  highly  disapprove  of  the  same,  considering  it  in  its  principle  as  contrary  to  equal  right, 
and  in  its  eflect  as  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  religion ;  and  praying  that  the  said  bill  may  not  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Rockingham,  whose  nanus  are  thereunto  subscribed;  to 
the  same  eliect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Mecklenburg,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  set- 
ting forth,  that  they  liave  seen  the  bill  "establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religion,"  which 
was  published  by  order  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  at  their  last  session,  for  the  consideration  of  the  people;  that  they 
conceive  it  to  be  founded  in  a  pious  regard  for  the  advancement  of  Christianity,  on  principles  of  equal  justice,  and 
without  preference  to  any  denomination  of  christians ;  and  praying  that  the  said  bill  may  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

A  petition  of  Michael  Karns,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  establish- 
ing a  i)uliiic  leny  across  tlie  Monongalia  ri\cr,  from  his  land  at  the  mouth  of  Ducke.'s  crock  to  the  opposite  shore. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  the  Petersburg  wareliouses;  setting  forth,  that  they  conceive  the 


allowance  made  to  them  by  the  law  for  establishing  the  said  inspection  is  not  adequate  to  their  trouble ;  and  praying 
that  their  salaries  may  be  enlarged  and  some  compensation  made  to  them  for  its  deficiency  dnring  the  last  year. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  persons,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  setting  forth,  that  the  warehouses  iu 
the  town  of  Petersburg,  are  not  capable  of  receiving  all  the  tobacco  which  is  carried  to  that  place,  and  praying  that 
another  inspection  may  be  established  on  the  lands  of  Alexander  Glass  Strachan,  in  the  said  town. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Evans,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  authorising  him  to  keep  a  public  ferry  across 
the  Monongalia  river  from  his  lot  of  land  in  IMorgantown,  at  the  mouth  of  Dicker's  creek,  to  the  opposite  shore. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Tyler;  praying  that  the  estate  of  his  brother  John  Tyler,  who  was  convicted  of 
murder  in  December  last  and  executed  accordingly,  which  is  forfeited  to  the  Commonwealth,  may  be  granted  to  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Laiidon  Carter;  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  establishing  a  town  on  his  land  in  the 
county  of  Fauquier,  at  a  place  called  Norman's  Ford. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inh  ibitants  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Richmond  and  Northumberland,  whose 
names  are  tliereunto  subscribed ;  praying  that  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Rust's  warehouse  may  be  removed  to  the 
town  of  Kinsale,  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  auditors  of  public- accounts  do  lay  before  the  House  the  number  of  hogsheads  of  tobacco  in- 
spected at  each  inspection,  between  the  1st  day  of  October  1783,  and  the  1st  day  of  October  1785. 

A  petition  of  John  Francis  Conan,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  a  resident 
of  the  Illinois,  when  the  troops  belonging  to  this  State  first  penetrated  into  that  country,  and  being  firmly  attached  to 
the  interest  of  the  State,  he  furnislied  them  with  goods  and  medicines  to  a  considerable  amount,  and  attended  as  a 
physician  and  surgeon  to  those  who  were  either  sick  or  wounded;  and  praying  that  his  accounts  may  be  examined, 
and  the  balance  which  may  be  found  due,  paid  to  him. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  proprietary  office,  in  that  part 
of  the  State  called  the  Northern  Neck  ;"  and  that  iVIessr-.  Arthur  Lee,  and  Strother,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  authorising  the  treasurer  to  receive  specie  into  the  treasury  by- 
weight  ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Prentis,  Tyler  and  Madison,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  five 
delegates, to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress  for  oncyear,  from  the  first  Monday  in  November  next;  also, 
of  a  judge  of  the  General  Court,  in  the  room  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  Esq.  deceased ;  and  a  member  of  the 
Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  William  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  who  hath  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Braxton  report- 
ed, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration, 
and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  militia  law  ought  to  be  amended. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  an  act  ought  to  pass,  enabling  the  Executive  to  bring  per- 
sons offending  against  this  Commonwealth,  by  attempting  to  alienate  any  of  the  territory  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  to 
set  up  a  separate  government,  in  any  part  thereof,  to  punishment. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  last  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Braxton,  Madison, 
Tyler,  Arthur  Lee,  Nicholas,  Watkins  and  Prentis,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  stato 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  October  27,   1785. 


Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  decide  the  payment  of  quit  rents  due  from  the  inhabitants  oi 
the  Northern  Neck  to  the  proprietor,  for  the  years  1779,  1780  and  1781;"  and  that  Messrs.  Henry  Lee,  and  Stewart, 
',     do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
H  6 
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Mr.  Prentis  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  authorising  the  treasurer  to  receive  specie  into  the  public  trea- 
sury by  weight;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Amherst,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  conceive  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  respecting  the 
disciplining  and  regulating  the  militia,  to  be  in  several  instances  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  and 
particularly  so,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  mode  of  displacing  the  old  officers  and  supplying  their  places  with  others; 
and  prayin?  that  the  same  may  be  amended. 

Also,  a  petition  of  SmvtiiTandy,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  for  establishing  a  town  on  his  laud  in  the  county 
of  Amherst,  at  a  place  called  New-Glasgow. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Henry,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  setting 
forth,  that  many  inconveniences  have  been  experienced  by  them  in  consequence  of  the  great  extent  of  tlie  county;  and 
praying  that  a  part  of  it  may  be  taken  ofi'  and  added  to  a  part  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  and  formed  into  a  distinct 
county,  agreeably  to  certain  boundaries  therein  expressed. 

Also,  a  j)etition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  efi'ect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Henry,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  in  op- 
position ilicrcunto. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Botetourt,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  setting 
forth,  that  they  have  long  labored  under  many  inconveniences  from  the  great  extent  of  the  county ;  that  they  have 
been  informed  that  a  petition  will  be  presented  to  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  for  forming  a  distinct  county  of  part 
of  the  counties  of  Henry  and  Bedford;  and  praying  that  a  part  of  their  county  may  be  added  to  the  new  county 
wjien  thus  Ibrmed,  agreeably  to  the  boundaries  thierein  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  refijrred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  tiiereof,  and  report  tiie  same,  with^their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  Pratt  Hungerford,  was 'presented  to  tlie  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  a  negro  man 
slave,  the  property  of  the  petitioner,  was  in  the  montii  of  February  last,  committed  to  the  jail  of  Westmoreland,  upon 
a  supposition  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  felony,  who  was  shortly  after  upon  examination  acquitted ;  that  during  his 
confinement  in  jail  he  was  frostbitten  in  so  violent  a  manner,  that  he  soon  after  died;  and  praying  that  the  value  of 
the  said  slave  may  be  paid  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims  ;  that  they  examine  into  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  hill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  concerning  pensioners;"  and  that  Messrs. 
Prentis  and  Norvell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eligibility  or  ineligibility 
of  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.,  one  of  the  members  returned  to  serve  in  this  House  lor  the  county  of  Prince  VVilliara,  who  it  is 
suggested  was  a  non-resident  of  the  said  county  at  the  time  of  his  election,  and  also  incapacitated  by  holding  an  ofhce 
of  profit  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Caroline,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  tiie  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  having  seen  the  bill  "establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  chris- 
tian religion,"  which  was  published  by  order  of  the  House  of  Delegates  at  their  last  session,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  people ;  that  they  greatly  disapprove  of  the  same,  considering  it  a>  unequal,  impolitic,  oppressive,  and  injurious  to 
the  interest  of  religion;  and  praying  that  the  said  bill  may  not  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Buckingham,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to 
the  same  efi'ect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Henry,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the  same 
effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Pittsylvania,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  ctlVct. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Nansemond,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  elVect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the  same 
effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Richmond,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Campbell,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  efi'ect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Charlotte,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  cllt'cl. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Com- 
nionnenlth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Turberville,, be  added  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  Messrs.  Bowyer,  Clendinen,  Sandford, 


and  VVilliarason  Ball,  to  the  committees  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  Claims;  Mr.  Garrard,  to  the  committees 
for  Religion,  and  Propositions  and  Grievances;  Messrs.  Henry  Lee,  and  Eggleston,  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of 
Justice;  Mr.  Matthews,  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  Propositions  and  Grievances,  Conrts  of  Justice, 
and  Commerce;  and  Mr.  Nelson,  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  Courts  of  Justice. 

Mr.  Prentis  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'concerning  pensioners;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  and  reduce  the  se%'eral  acts  of  Assembly,  'concern- 
ing highways,  into  one  act;"  and  that  Messrs.  Henry  Lee,  Tyler,  Thornton,  Madison  and  Rose,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

Ordered.,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  poor  of  the  respective  parishes  in  this  Com- 
monwealth ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Braxton,  Watkins,  Smith,  Turberville,  Bland  and  Bibb,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  printed  report  of  the  committee  of  Revisors,  appointed  by  act  of  Assembly',  to  prepare  a  code 
of  laws,  which  was  made  to  a  tbrmer  Assembly,  and  published  by  their  order,  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice,  and  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  (he  said  committee  to  prepare  and  bring  jn  bills  pursuant  to  such  of  the  bills 
.contained  in  the  ssid  code  as  are  not  of  a  temporary  nature. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  vs-ith  the  Senate  to  the  choice  of  a  chief 
justice  for  the  western  district,  in  the  room  of  Cyrus  Griffin,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Watkins  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stubblefield  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Thursday  next;  and 
Mr.  Richard  Lee,  until  Monday  se'nnight. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  compel  the  owners  of  entries  and  surveys  of  lands  on  the 
eastern  waters,  to  sue  out  patents  for  the  same  within  a  limited  time;"  and  that  Messrs.  Stuart  and  Madison,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same.     . 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  witli  advice  of  Council,  be  authorised  and  empowered  to  draw  on  the  treasurer  for 
such  a  sum  of  money  out  of  the  contingent  fund  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  good  the  engagements  already  entered 
into,  for  procuring  a  statue  of  General  Washington. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  be  authorised  and  empowered  to  draw  on  the  treasurer 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  for  such  a  sum  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  printing,  binding  and  dis- 
tributing the  collection  of  public  acts  now  in  force,  prepared  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  concerning  pensioners ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "  authorising  the  treasurer  to  receive  specie  into  the  public  treasury  by  weight;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  October  28,   1785. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Armistead  and  Edmunds,  be  added  to  the  committees  of  Propositions  and  Grievances, 
and  Commerce;  Messrs.  Claiborne,  Vanmiter,  Goodall  and  Dudley,  to  the  committees  of  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances, and  Claims ;  Messrs.  Rose  and  White,  io  the  committee  for  Religion  ;  Messrs.  Cabell  and  Nicholas  to  the 
committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections;  and  Mr.  Smith,  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Accomac,  whose  names  are  ihereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  have  seen  the  bill  "establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the 
christian  religion,"  published  by  order  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  for  the  consideration  of  the  people,  and  highly 
disapprove  of  the  same,  considering  it  as  dangerous  and  destructive  to  the  interest  of  religion,  oppressive,  unjust  and 
unequal ;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  not  be  j)assed  into  a  law. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to 
the  same  effect ; 
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Also,  a  petition  and  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Albermarle,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subscribed,  to  the  same  eflect; 

Also,  a  petition  and  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Araherst,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subscribed,  to  the  same  effect; 

Also,  a  memorial  of  a  convention  of  representatives  of  the  freemen  imd  inhabitants  of  the  Kentucky  district,  whose 
names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  setting  forth,  that  being  deputed  for  that  purpose,  they  have  met  in  convention  and 
considered  the  various,  causes  that  point  to  the  necessity  of  au  immediate  separation  ol'  the  said  district  from  the  ter- 
ritories of  this  Commonwealth,  and  its  establishment  into  an  independent  government;  that  actuated  by  sentiments  of 
the  purest  filial  affection,  uninfluenced  by  an  ill-directed  or  inconsiderate  zeal,  ambition,  sedition,  or  any  baser  consi- 
deration of  personal  interest,  they  are  incapable  of  cherishing  a  wish  unfounded  in  justice,  and  are  now  impelled  by 
expanding  evils  and  irremediable  e^rievances,  to  seek  the  present  measure  by  means  honorable  to  themselves,  honorable 
to  this  Commonwealth,  and  injurious  to  neither;  that  their  sequestered  and  remote  situation  from  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, witii  the  intervention  of  a  mountainous  desert  of  two  hundred  miles,  always  dangerous,  and  passable  only  at 
particular  seasons,  preclude  every  idea  of  a  connection  on  republican  principles  ;  and  they  conceive,  renders  it  equally 
unnecessary  and  improper  to  recite  minutely,  all  the  causes  and  reasoning  which  direct  and  justify  the  present  applica- 
tion; but  which  they  presume  are  equally  incontestible,  and  demonstrate  that  their  situation  is  irreconcilable  to  a  con- 
nection with  any  community  beyond  the  Appalachian  mountains,  other  tiian  the  Federal  Union  ;  and  praying  that  an 
act  may  pass,  declaring  and  acknowledging  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  said  district. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions,  remonstrances,  and  memorial,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  petition  ofZackquil  Morgan,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  for  estab- 
lishing a  town  upon  his  land  in  the  county  of  Monongalia. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Nicholas  Lewis ;  praying  that  he  may  be  authorised  to  keep  a  public  ferry  across  the  North 
Fork  of  James  river  from  his  land  near  the  town  of  Charlottesville,  to  the  opposite  shore. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine, the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  be  discharged  from  reporting  from  the  Journals  of  the  last 
session  of  Assembly,  the  several  petitions  and  propositions  then  depending  and  undetermined;  and  that  all  such  pe- 
titions and  propositions  be  dcli\  ercd  jjy  the  clerk  of  course,  to  the  proper  committees. 

Mr.  Madison  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  exa- 
mined what  laws  had  lately  expired,  and  inspected  such  temporary  laws  as  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  session,  or  are 
near  expiring ;  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  in  the  year  1781,  entitled 
"an  act,  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service,"  which  was  continued  by  several  sub- 
sequent acts,  and  which  expired  on  the  first  day  of  August  last,  ought  to  be  revived  and  continued. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  in  the  year  1784,  entitled  "an 
act,  for  giving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  on  pre-emption  rights, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  which  was  continued  by  a  subsequent  act  of  Assembly,  and  which  expired  on  the  first  day 
of  June  last,  ought  to  be  revived  and  contiiuied. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  an  act  of  Assembly  passed  in  the  year  1781,  entitled  "an 
act,  for  calling  in  and  funding  the  paper  money  of  this  State,"  whicli  has  iiecn  continued  by  several  subsequent  acts 
of  Assembly,  and  will  expire  on  the  7th  disy  of  January  next,  ought  not  to  be  further  continued. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  and  2d  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  for 
Courts  of  Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Henry  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  decide  the  payment  of  quit  rents  due  from  the  inhabi- 
tants ot  the  Northern  Neck  to  the  proprietor ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  the  naturalization  of  the  Marquis  De  La  Fayette ;"  and  that 
Messrs.  Urnry  Lee,  and  Turberville,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  resolutions  requesting  the  Governor  to  cause  the  Journals  and  proceed- 
ings ol  the  Lxecutive  to  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  peiuion  of  George  Draper,  was  presented  to  the  Hoiise,  and  read;  praying  that  the  auditors  mav  be  directed 
to  liquiilate  his  account  for  the  depreciation  of  his  pay  as  a  surgeon  in  the  continental  army,  and  grant  him  certificates 
for  the  b.dancc,  wini  ii  sliall  appear  to  bo  due  to  him." 

Also,  a  petition  of  Agnes  May,  administratrix  of  Richard  May,  deceased ;  setting  forth,  that  the  intestate,  before 
his  death,  furnished  the  commissary  of  the  Itlinois  troops  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  corn,  for  which  he  received 
a  bil  on  the  treasurer ;  that  this  hill  «as  laid  before  the  commissioners  i;)r  settling  tl!e  western  accounts,  and  allowed 
hy  ilicm,  but  by  mistake,.was  not  entered  on  their  Journals ;  and  praying  that  the  value  of  it  may  be  paid  to  her. 
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Ordered.,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  vesting  the  estate  of  Matthew  Womble,  deceased,  in  his 
children  ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Wills  and  Hawes,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  lots  in  the  town  of 
Bath,  to  save  the  same ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Steward  and  Eggleston,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  H^use  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Coniraouwealth. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  authorising  the  treasurer  to  receive  specie  into  the  public  treasury,  by  weight ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  tlie  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had 
directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  to  amend 
the  act,  'concerning  pensioners,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  October  29,  1785. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  Wilson,  and  William  Harrison,  be  added  to  the  committee  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  Claims;  Mr.  Willis  Riddick,  to  the  committee  of  Commerce;  Messrs.  Carrmgton 
and  Bullitt,  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  Courts  of  Justice;  Mr. 
William  Thornton,  to  the  committee  lor  Courts  of  Justice. 

A  bill,  "to  divide  the  payment  of  quit  rents,  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Neck,  to  the  proprietor;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  1st  Monday  in 
December  next. 

Mr.  Matthews  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  Agnes  May,  administratrix  of  Richard  May,  deceased,  to  them  referred,  and  had 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Agnes  May,  administratrix  of  Richard  May, 
deceased,  praying  that  a  claim  of  22/.  10s.  due  to  the  said  decedent's  estate,  for  supplies  furnished  the  commissary 
of  purchases  of  the  Illinois  department,  which  has  been  liquidated  and  allowed  by  the  commissioners  appointed  for 
the  adjustment  of  western  claims,  but  neglected  to  be  entered  on  their  Journals,  may  be  now  entered  thereon  by  the 
auditors  of  public  accounts,  and  a  warrant  granted  lor  the  same,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Walkins  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  petition  of  John  Archer,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  17SI,  whilst  he 
was  endeavoring  to  remove  some  of  tlie  public  stores  from  the  town  of  Charlottesville,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the 
enemy's  hands,  lie  was  made  a  prisoner  by  them,  and  lost  a  very  valuable  horse;  and  praying  that  some  compensation 
may  be  made  to  him  therefor. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
repori  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Louisa,  wliose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  have  seen  and  considered  the  bill  "establishing  a  provision  for  ihe 
teachers  of  the  christian  religion,"  which  was  published  by  order  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  at  their  last  session;  are 
ol  opinion,  that  it  is  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  equal  liberty,  and  will  be,  if  enacted  into  a  law,  destructive  of  the 
interest  of  religion ;  and  praying  that  the  said  bill  may  not  pass  the  Legislature. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bullitt  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "for  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  the  records,  in  the  proprietary  office  of  the  Northern  Neck." 
I  6 
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Mr.  Wills  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  vesting  the  estate  of  Matthew  Womble,  deceased,  in  his  chil- 
dren :"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  u  second  time. 

A  petition  of  Berditt  Ashton,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  Mr.  James  Blair  died 
intestate,  possessed  of  two  tracts  of  laud,  and  leaving  fonr  daughters,  co-heiresses,  two  of  whom  arc  since  married,  and 
a  third  under  age;  that  from  the  situation  and  quality  of  the  land,  it  will  be  of  little  value  to  those  who  are  entitled 
to  it.  and  an  advantageous  offer  lias  been  niadc  for  it  provided  the  title  can  be  secured  to  the  purchaser;  and  praying 
diat  an  act  may J«iss  to  that  effect. 

Ordered,  T]nM  the  said  petition  he  referred  to  tlie  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  v»it}i  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House.  ^ 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  tlie  bills  "  authorising  the  treasurer  to  receive  specie  into  the  public  treasury,  by  weight;" 
and  "to  amend  the  act,  'concerning  pensioners,"  being  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  11  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  October  31,  1785. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  enclosing  an  account  of  the 
tobacco  exported  from  October  17S3  to  October  1785  ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  bill,  '-vesting  the  estate  of  .Matthew  Womble,  deceased,  in  his  children;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  the  third  time. 

3Ir.  Madison  presented,  from  the  conmiittee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "reviving  and  con- 
tinuing the  act,  '  lor  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service  ;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  tiie  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  reviving  and 
continuing  an  act,  'to  revive  and  amend  in  part  an  act,  'for  giving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement 
rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Henry  Lee  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill,  "for  the  naturalization  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  coumijttee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  be  discharged  from  proceeding  on  so  much  of  the  order  of 
the  House,  of  Thursday  last,  as  respects  the  preparing  bills,  pursuant  to  such  of  the  bills  contained  in  the  Revised 
Code,  as  are  not  of  temporary  nature,  and  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said  committee,  to  report  and  bring  in  such 
of  the  printed  bills  contained  in  the  said  Revised  Code,  as  are  not  of  a  temporary  nature. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Rcsoluul,  That  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed,  to  move 
Congress  for  the  speedy  ap|>oiiitment  of  a  commissioner  to  settle  «itli  one  appointed  by  this  State,  the  suin  due  from 
ilie  United  States  I'or  the  expense  of  securing  and  defending  the  western  country ;  the  connnissioner  formerly  appoint- 
ed by  Congress,  having  accepted  a  commission  for  negotiating  with  the  western  Indians. 

And  tlie  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  j)ut  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  authorise  the  General  Court  to  issue  dedimus's  for  taking 
the  testimony  of  any  persons  living  out  of  the  State;"  and  that  Messrs.  Arthur  Lee,  and  Prentis,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  conuniltee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eligibility  of  Benja- 
min Harrison,  Esq.  one  of  the  members  returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  cou\ity  of  Surry,  who,  it  is  suggest- 
ed, was  a  noii-iTsidcnt  of  tlio  said  county  at  the  time  of  his  election. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  solicitor  lay  before  this  House  a  list  of  the  sheriffs  commissioned  for  the  year  1784,  and  those 
now  ill  couunissiou. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Meriwether  Smith  be  added  to  the  committees  for  Courts  of  Justice,  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances, and  Claims;  and  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Andrew  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Bowyer  and  Porter,  to  the  committees 
o(  Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  Claims. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tapscott  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Tuesday  se'nniuht. 

.Vr.  .Madi>on  presented,  from  tiie  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  accordiu-  to  order,  117  of  the  printed  bills 
contauK  d  III  .the  revised  code,  and  not  of  a  temporary  nature,  pursuant  to  the  following  list,  vh : 

A  bill,  "  to  arrange  the  comities  into  Senatorial  districts." 
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A  bill,  "  concerning  election  of  members  of  the  General  Assembly." 

A  bill,  "empowering  one  of  the  Privy  Council  to  officiate  in  certain  cases  as  Lieutenant  Governor/ 

A  bill,  "  empowering  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  to  lay  embargoes." 

A  bill,  "  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia." 

A  bill,  "  making  provisions  against  invasions  and  insurrections." 

A  bill,  "for  the  annual  appointment  of  delegates  to  Congress,  and  of  a  member  for  the  committee  of  the  States."' 

A  bill,  "  establisiiing  a  Board  of  Auditors." 

A  bill,  "  concerning  the  public  treasurer." 

A  bill,  "  for  appointing  naval  officers." 

A  bill,  "  for  the  appointment  of  clerks  to  the  Governor  and  Council." 

A  bill,  "  concerning  seamen." 

A  bill,  "  for  establishing  cross  posts." 

A  bill,  "directing  the  course  of  descents." 

A  bill,  "concerning  wills,  the  distribution  of  intestates'  estates  and  the  duty  .of  executors  and  administrators." 

A  bill,  "  for  regulating  conveyances." 

A  bill,  "  securing  the  rights  derived  from  grants  to  aliens." 

A  bill,  "  concerning  escheats." 

A  bill,  "  to  prevent  frauds  and  perjuries." 

A  bill,  "  of  mortmain." 

A  bill,  "  concerning  the  dower  and  jointures  of  widows." 

A  bill,  "  for  the  preservation  of  the  estates  of  idiots  and  lunatics." 

A  bill,  "  providing  that  wrongful  alienations  of  land  shall  be  void  so  far  as  they  be  wrongful." 

A  bill,  "  for  levj'ing  county  rales." 

A  bill,  "  for  the  support  of  the  poor." 

A  bill,  "  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  and  fees  of  certain  officers." 

A  bill,'  "  declaring  bills  of  credit  to  be  equal  to  gold  and  silver  coin  of  the  same  denominations." 

A  bill,  "  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  private  bank  notes." 

A  bill,  "  to  prevent  losses  by  pirates,  enemies  and  others,  on  the  high  seas." 

A  bill'  "  for  the  preservation  of  vessels  wrecked  or  in  distress,  and  of  their  crews  and  cargoes." 

A  bill,  "  concerning  estrays." 

A  bill,  "  for  the  restitution  of  stolen  goods." 

A  bill,  "  for  preventing  infection  of  the  horned  cattle." 

A  bill,  "  for  improving  the  breed  of  horses." 

A  bill,  "  for  preservation  of  deer." 

A  bill,  "  for  preventing  frauds  by  tiie  dealers  in  flour,  beef,  pork,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine." 

A  bill,  "  for  licensing  and  regulating  taverns." 

A  bill,  "concerning  public  roads." 

A  bill,  "  for  establishing  public  ferries." 

A  bill,  "concerning  milldams  and  other  obstructions  of  water  courses." 

A  bill,  "  for  unlading  ballast  and  burial  of  dead  bodies  from  on  board  ships." 

A  bill,  "  concerning  public  store  houses." 

A  bill,  '■'  concerning  slaves." 

A  bill,  "  concerning  servants." 

A  bill,  •'  for  apprehending  and  securing  runaways." 

A  bill,  "  declaring  what  persons  shall  be  deemed  mulattoes." 

A  bill,  "  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth." 

A  bill,  "  concerning  aliens." 

A  bill,  "  declaring  that  none  shall  be  condemned  vvithout  trial,  and  that  justice  shall  not  be  sold  or  deferred." 

A  bill,  "  directing  what  prisoners  shall  be  let  to  bail." 

A  bill,  "  directing  the  mode  of  giving  out  and  prosecuting  writs  of  habeas  corpus." 

A  bill,  "  concerning  guardians,  infants,  masters  and  apprentices." 

A  bill!  "  to  enable  guardians  and  committees  to  perform  certain  acts  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  under  their 

care."  •  j  »» 

A  bill,  "  for  the  restraint,  maintenance  and  cure  of  persons  not  sound  in  muid. 
A  bill,  "  for  registering  births  and  deaths." 

A  bill,  "  for  proportioning  crimes  and  punishments  in  cases  heretofore  capital." 
A  bill,  "punishing  persons  guilty  of  certain  forgeries." 

A  bill,  "  concerning  treasons,  felonies  and  other  ofl'ences  committed  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Commonwealth." 
A  bill,  "  concerning  truces,  safe  conducts,  passports,  licences  and  letters  of  marque." 

A  bill!  "  for  the  employment,  government  and  support  of  malefactors  condemned  to  labor  for  the  Commonwealth." 
A  bill,  "  to  encourage  the  apprehenders  of  horse  stealers." 
A  bill,  "  for  preserving  the  privileges  of  ambassadors." 
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A  bill,  "  for  the  suppression  and  punishment  of  riots,  routs  and  unlawful  assemblies." 

A  Mil,  "  forbidding  and  punishing  affrays." 

A  bill,  "  against  conspirators." 

A  bill,  "  against  conveying  or  taking  pretended  titles." 

A  bill,  "for  punishing  bribery  and  extortion."  j     ,  •   ,   ,. 

A  bill,  "  prescribing  the  punishment  of  those  who  sell  unwholesome  meat  <5r  drink. 

A  bill]  "to  orevent^'the  spreading  of  the  smallpox."  ,    ^        .   r        .    i  r 

A  bill,  "  for 'compelling  vessels  and  persons  coming,  and  goods  brought  from  infected  places,  to  perform  quaran- 
tine." 

A  bill,  "  for  the  more  general  diffusion  of  knowledge."  .,,.,. 

A  bill,  "  for  amending  the  constitution  of  the  college  of  William  and  Mary,  ana  estabhshing  more  certain  reve- 
nues for  its  support  " 

A  bill,  "  for  establishing  a  public  library." 

A  bill,  "  for  establishing  religious  freedom." 

A  bill,  "  for  saving  the  property  of  the  church  heretofore  by  law  established.  ' 

A  bill,  "for  punishing  disturbers  of  religious  worship  a|jd  sabbath  breakers." 

A  bill,  "  for  appointing  days  of  public  fasting  and  thanksgiving." 

A  bill,  "  annulling  marriages  prohibited  by  the  Livitical  law,  and  appointing  the  mode  of  solemnizing  lawful 
marriages." 

A  bill,  "  against  usury." 

A  bill,  "  to  prevent  gaming." 

A  bill,  "to  prevent  forestalling,  regrating,  engrossing  and  sales  by  auction." 

A  bill,  "constituting  the  high  court  of  chancery." 

A  bill,  "constituting  the  general  court." 

A  bill,  "constituting  the  court  of  admiralty." 

A  bill,  "constituting  the  court  of  appeals." 

A  bill,  "for  constituting  courts  martial." 

A  bill,  "  constituting  justices  of  the  peace  and  county  courts." 

A  bill,  "concerning  sheriffs." 

A  bill,  "  for  licensing  counsel,  attornies  at  law,  and  proctors." 

A  bill,  "  prescribing  the  oaths  of  fidelity,  and  the  oaths  of  certain  public  officers." 

.\  bill,  "to  prevent  the  sale  of  public  offices." 

A  bill,  "directing  the  method  of  proceeding  upon  impeachments." 

\  bill,  "for  regulating  proceedings  in  courts  of  equity." 

A  bill,  "for  regulating  proceedings  in  courts  of  common  law." 

\  bill,  "directing  the  method  of  proceeding  against  and  trying  free  persons  charged  with  certain  crimes." 

A  bill,  "directing  the  method  of  trying  slaves  charged  with  treason  or  felony." 

A  bill,  "for  reforming  the  method  of  proceeding  in  writs  of  right." 

A  bill,  "concerning  partitions  and  joint  rights  and  obligations." 

A  liill,  "for  the  speedy  determination  of  suits  wherein  foreigners  are  parties." 

A  bill,  "  for  the  speedy  recovery  of  money  due  from  certain  persons  to  the  public." 

A  bill,  "for  recovering  demands  of  small  value  in  a  summary  way." 

A  bill,  "providing  that  actions  popular,  prosecuted  by  collusion,  shall  be  no  bar  to  those  which  be  pursued  with 
.;500d  faith." 

A  bill,  "for  preventing  vexatious  and  malicious  prosecutions,  and  moderating  amercements." 

A  bill,  "  providing  a  mean  to  help  and  speed  poor  persons  in  their  suits." 

A  bill,  "providing  that  an  infant  may  sue  by  his  next  friend." 

A  bill,  "declaring  when  the  death  of  persons  absenting  themselves,  shall  be  presumed." 

A  bill,  "prescribing  a  method  of  protecting  inland  bills  of  exchange,  and  allowing  assignees  of  obligations  f« 
bring  actions  thereupon  in  their  own  names." 

A  bill,  "  lor  limitation  of  actions." 

A  bill,  "for  granting  attachments  against  the  estates  of  debtors  removing  privately,  or  absconding." 

A  bill,  "concerning  inquests." 

A  bill,  "permitting  those  who  will  not  take  oaths,  to  be  otherwise  qualified." 

A  bill,  "for  regulating  the  commencement  of  the  year,  and  the  computation  of  time." 

A  hill,  "allowing  a  bill  of  exceptions  to  be  sealed." 

A  bill,  "  for  enforcing  performance  of  awards  made  by  rule  of  court." 

A  bill,  "concerning  exeiutions." 

A  bill,  "concerning  rent-  and  distresses." 

A  bill,  "providing  leinedy  and  pnnishinent  in  cases  of  forcible  entries  and  detainers." 

A  bill,  'for  repealing  ccriain  acts  of  Parliament  and  of  General  Assembly." 

And  the  said  printed  bills  were  received,  severally  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
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On  a  motion  made,  the  said  printed  bills  were  severally  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  u 
committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Braxton  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  inquired  into  the  eligihiiity  of  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.  one  of  the  members  rcturni^d  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the 
county  of  Prince  William,  and  his  incapacity  of  retaining  his  seat,  by  holding  an  office  of  profit  in  the  service  of  tlie 
United  States;  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  tblloweth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  the  said  Arthur  Lee,  that  he  resided  in  the  county  of 
Prince  William,  at  the  time  of  his  election  in  the  year  1781 :  that  some  time  in  the  month  of  December,  in  the  said 
year,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  continued 
in  the  delegation  until  June  or  July  1784,  when  it  ceased  by  adjournment  of  Congress,  and  he  was  appointed  a  com- 
missioner to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  under  which  appointment  he  acted  nntil  July  or  August  last,  when 
he  was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  treasury  of  the  United  States;  that  he  is  in  the  commis- 
sion of  the  peace  for  the  said  county,  and  has  occasionally  acted  as  a  magistrate;  that  he  has  not  been  in  the  said 
county,  at  any  one  time,  more  than  five  days  since  the  year  1781 ;  that  he  is  enrolled  in  the  militia  of  the  said  county, 
from  which  he  was  absent  six  months  previous  to  his  election  in  April  last,  and  only  therein  three  days  before  that  period. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  the  said  Arthur  Lee,  that  he  hath  accepted  the 
office  of  a  commissioner  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  that  there  is  a  fixed  salary  annexed  thereto. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  upon  the  point  of  residency,  that  the  said  Arthur  Lee,  Esq. 
has  not  forfeited  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Delegates;  but  was  virtually  a  resident  of  the  county  for  which.be  is  re- 
turned a  member,  and  vi^as  thereby  eligible. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  oj  this  committee,  That  the  said  Arthur  Lee  having,  since  his  election,  accepted 
of  a  lucrative  office  under  Congress,  is  thereby  disqualified  from  retaining  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Delegates. 

The  said  resolutions  being  again  read  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tiic  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Reverend  Robert  Andrews,  and  David  Meade,  Esq.  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  Executive  to  examine  the  country  between  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  and  those  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  point  out  the  course  for  a  canal;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"authorising  the  treasurer  to  receive  specie  into  the  public  treasury  by  weight;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein 
'\Ir.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the   House. 

A  bill,  "for  the  naturalization  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  immediately. 

The  House,  accordingly,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  bill ;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Braxton  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  accordiu"-  to 
order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  five  delegates 
to  represent  this  Conniionwealth  in  Congress  for  one  year,  from  the  first  Monday  in  November  next;  also,  of  a  judge 
of  the  General  Court,  in  the  room  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  Esq.  deceased;  also,  of  a  member  of  the  Privy 
Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  William  Nelson,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned;  and  of  a  chief  justice  of  the  wes- 
tern district,  in  the  room  of  Cyrus  Griffin,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  on  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act  concerning  pension- 
ers," being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  1,   1TS5.. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

All  engrossed  bill,   "vesting  the  estate  of  Matthew  Worable,  deceased,  in  his  children;"  was  read  die  third  time,, 
and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  vesting  the  estate  of  Mattlicw  Womble,  deceased, 
In  trustees,  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  his  children." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wills  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

K6  ' 
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All  euqrossed  bill.  "  for  the  naturalization  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette;"  was  read  the  third  time. 
Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  the  naturalization  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.'' 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
An  engrossed  bill,  "  authorising  the  treasurer  to  receive  specie  into  the  public  treasury  by  weight;"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  a  blank  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  authorising  the  treasurer  to  receive  specie  into 
the  public  treasury  by  wcic;ht." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  ''for  revivins?  and  continuing  the  act,  'for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public 
service  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice. 

a' bill,  "for  reviving  and  continuing  an  act,  'to  revive  and  amend  in  part  an  act,  'for  giving  farther  time  to  en- 
ter certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes;"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  progress  made  in  the  adjustment  of 
the  accounts  between  this  Commonwealth  and  the  United  States,  and  make  report  thereof,  together  with  their  opinion 
thereupon. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Carrington,  John  Bowyer,  Eggleston,  Bibb  and  Goodall. 
Mr.  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  John  Pratt  Hungerford,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come 
to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  are  as  foUowelh : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  an  attested  record  from  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  Westmoreland  county, 
that  on  the  29th  day  of  March  last,  a  court  was  held  for  the  said  county,  for  the  trial  of  a  negro  man  slave  named 
Looney,  the  property  of  the  petitioner,  on  suspicion  of  felony,  of  which  charge  the  said  slave  was  acquitted. 

it  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  deposition  of  Lew  is  Smith,  sheriff  of  the  said  county  of  Westmore- 
land; and  also  from  the  depositions  of  John  Lyons,  Henry  Session,  Richard  Muse  and  Thomas  Doleman,  that  the  said 
slave  Looney,  did  not  receive  his  trial  at  the  first  court  called  after  his  commitment;  and  that  a  second  court  was  called 
and  held  for  that  purpose,  on  the  day  above  mentioned ;  that  when  the  said  slave  was  committed  to  jail,  he  appeared  to 
be  in  perfect  health ;  but  from  his  long  confinement,  and  the  severity  of  the  season,  he  was  frostbitten  in  so  violent  a 
manner  that  he  died  soon  after  his  acquittal,  although  the  greatest  care  was  taken  for  his  recovery. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  t lie  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Pratt  Hungerford,  praying 
relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  public,  the  sum  of  100?.,  for  the  said 
'lave. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  concerning  the  eligi- 
bility of  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.  whicli  lay  on  the  table;  and  the  same  was  read,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  the  said  Arthur  Lee,  that  he  resided  in  the  county  of  Prince 
William,  at  the  time  of  his  election  in  the  year  1781 ;  that  some  time  in  the  month  of  December,  in  the  said  year,  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  continued  in  the  dele- 
gation until  June  or  July  1784,  when  it  ceased  by  adjournment  of  Congress,  and  he  was  appointed  a  commissioner  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Indians:  under  which  appointment  he  acted  until  July  or  August  last,  when  he  was  appoint- 
ed one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  treasury  for  the  United  States;  that  he  is  in  the  commission  of  the  peace 
lor  tlie  said  county,  and  has  occasionally  acted  as  a  magistrate:  that  he  has  not  been  in  the  said  county  at  any  one 
time  more  than  five  days  since  the  year  1781 ;  that  he  is  enrolled  in  tlie  militia  of  the  said  county,  from  which  he  was 
tbsent  six  months  previous  to  his  election  in  April  last,  and  only  therein  three  days  before  that  period. 

It  farther  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  the  said  Arthur  Lee,  that  he  hath  accepted  the 
office  of  commissioner  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  that  there  is  a  fixed  salary  annexed  thereto. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  Upon  the  point  of  residency,  that  the  said  Arthur  Lee  has  not 
forfeited  his  scat  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  but  was  virtually  a  resident  of  the  county  for  which  he  is  returned  a  mem- 
ber, and  was  thereby  ciigiiile. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  Arthur  Lee  having,  since  the  election,  accepted  of  a 
lucrative  oflice  under  Congress,  is  thereby  disqualified  from  retaining  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 
The  1st  resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  the  following  amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  thereunto; 
Strike  out  the  words  "has  not  forfeited  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  but  was  virtually,"  and  insert  "was." 
And  the  said  amendment  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
And  then  the  resolution,  as  amended,  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

The  last  resolution  bring  read  a  second  time,  the  following  amendments  were  proposed  to  be  made  thereunto: 

After  the  word   "  Fjee"   insert  "by;" 

After  the  word  "is"  in  the  last  place,  insert  "not." 

And  the  said  amendments  being  twice  read  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House ; 
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.And  then  the  mahi  question  being  put,  that  this  House  doth  agree  to  the  resolution, 
{  /  It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes,     80.  Noes,     19. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Richard  Bland  Lee,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews: 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  John  Cropper,  Thomas  Parramoro,  Joshua  Fry,  Wilson 
Cary  Nicholas,  Joseph  Eggleston,  Samuel  Sherwin,  Samuel  Jordan  Cabell,  Zachariah  Johnston,  Michael  Bowyer, 
John  Trigg,  Robert  Clarke,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  William  Anderson,  Hickerson 
Barksdale,  John  Clark,  Charles  Moil  Talbot,  Samuel  Hawes,  Anthony  New,  John  Daniel,  Edmund  Read,  John 
Taylor,  Henry  Southall,  David  Patteson,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  French  Strother,  Worlick  Westwood,  William 
Gatewood,  Meriwether  Smith,  Elias  Wills,  Thomas  Smith,  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  Thomas  Underwood,  George 
Clendinnen,  John  Lucas,  Jeremiah  Pate,  Isaac  Vanmiter,  Parke  Goodall,  John  Mayo,  jun.  John  Dellaid,  John  Rent- 
fro,  William  Norvell,  William  Walker,  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  William  Dudley,  Thomas  Moore,  Carter  Braxton, 
Benjamin  Temple,  James  Ball,  jun.,  William  White,  Samuel  Garland,  Lewis  Burwell,  Thomas  Pettus,  William  Cur- 
tis, David  Scott,  WiUiam  Petijohn,  Willis  Riddick,  William  Hartwell  Macon,  Willis  Wilson,  Griffin  Stiih,  David 
Bradford,  Charles  Porter,  William  Harrison,  Benjamin  Lankford,  William  Mayo,  John  Clarke,  Richard  Bibb,  Ed- 
ward Bland,  Benjamin  Ruffin,  W' illiam  Ball,  John  Bowyer,  John  Taylor,  Thomas  Ridley,  John  Willis,  William  Gar- 
rard, Thomas  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  John  Howell  Briggs,  Richard  Cary,  jun.  Wilson  Miles  Cary,  and  Thomas 
Matthews. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Archibald  Stuart,  Bernard  Markham,  Edward  Carrington, 
Henry  Fry,  W^illiam  Watkins,  Charles  Simms,  Thomas  Helm,  George  Thompson,  Isaac  Coles,  William  Thornton, 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  Christopher  Robertson,  William  Armistead,  James  Madison,  Cuthbert  Bullitt,  George  Lee  Turber- 
ville,  Henry  Lee,  jun.  Joseph  Prentis,  and  Nathaniel  Nelson. 

Ordered,  That  a  writ  issue  for  the  election  of  a  delegate  to  serve  in  the  present  General  Assembly  for  the  county 
of  Prince  William,  in  the  room  of  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.  disqualified  by  accepting  an  office  of  profit  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  to  inquire  into  the  eligibility  of 
Mr.  Archibald  Stuart,  a  member  returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  county  of  Botetourt,  who  it  is  suggested,  was 
a  non-resident  and  no  freeholder  of  the  said  county,  at  the  time  of  his  election. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Simms  be  added  to  the  committees  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  Commerce,  and 
Courts  of  Justice.  • 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  auditors  be  directed  to  liquidate  and  settle  all  the  just 
claims  of  officers  and  soldiers,  or  their  legal  representatives,  that  shall  be  presented  to  them  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  September  next ;  and  that  they  grant  certificates  as  usual,  for  what  shall  be  found  due  to  them. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  petition  of  William  Griffin,  late  sheriff  of  King  and  Queen  county,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read; 
setting  forth,  that  one  of  his  deputies,  who  has  made  a  considerable  progress  in  the  collection  of  the  taxes  for  the  year 
1783,  died  before  he  had  completed  the  same,  and  left  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  which  was  embezzled  or  lost; 
that  in  consequence  of  this,  he  was  unable  to  make  the  necessary  payments  into  the  treasury  in  time,  and  the  solicitor 
has  obtained  a  judgment  for  the  balance  due  from  him;  and  praying  that  the  interest  and  damages  thereon  maybe  re- 
mitted, and  a  further  time  allowed  him  to  pay  the  principal. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
Jnine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  five  delegates, 
to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress  for  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  in  the  present  month  ;  also,  of  a  Judge 
of  the  General  Court;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  and  of  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  or 
Council  of  State;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Com- 
mO'i-voalth;  also,  on  tlie  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'concerning  pensioners;"  and  on  the  several  printed  bills  contained 
in  til-   levised  code  as  reported  from  the  coiimiittee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  being  read; 

Oiii'ered,  That  tlie  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 
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WEDNESDAY,  November  2,  1765. 

Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

All  eiigiossed  bill,  "lor  reviving  and  continning  an  act,  'to  revive  and  amend  in  part  an  art,  '  for  giving  further 
time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  reviving  and  continuing  an  act,  '  to  revive  and 
amend  in  part  an  act,  'for  giving  tunher  time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon 
pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Hnirison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolu- 
tions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  stfterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
read,  and  are  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  cummittee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  West- 
moreland, Richmond  and  Northumberland,  praying  that  the  inspection  of  tobacco  may  be  removed  Irom  Rust's  ware- 
house to  the  lands  of  Catesby  Jones,  in  the  town  of  Kinsale  and  county  of  Westmoreland,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petitions  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Bed- 
ford and  Henry,  praying  that  so  much  of  the  former  county  as  lies  south  of  Staunton  river,  maybe  added  to  that  part 
of  the  said  county  ol  Hemy,  lying  within  a  line  to  be  run  from  the  head  of  Shooting  Creek  to  the  west  end  of  Tur- 
key-cock mountain,  thence  along  the  top  of  the  said  mountain,  to  intersect  the  line  dividing  the  counties  of  Pittsylva- 
nia and  Henry,  tlience  along  that  line  to  the  mouth  of  Black-water  river,  and  formed  into  a  distinct  county,  is  rea- 
sonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of 
Henry,  in  opposition  thereto,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Landon  Carter,  praying  th&t  he  may  be  em- 
powered to  lay  otr  a  town  on  his  lands  at  Norman's  Ford  in  the  county  of  Fauquier,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Nicholas  Lewis,  praying  that  a  ferry  may 
be  established  from  his  lands  in  the  county  of  Albemarle  across  the  Rivanna  river,  to  the  lands  of  Martin  Key,  on  the 
opposite  shore,  is  reasonable. 

The  1st  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same  cominittee. 

The  2d,  3d,  4lh  and  5th  resolutions  were  severally  again  read,  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  2d,  4th  and  5th  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee 
of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Goode,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  compensation  may  be  made 
him  for  the  loss  of  a  horse  and  furniture,  which  was  taken  from  him  by  the  British  troops,  when  he  was  patrolling  near 
their  lines,  in  the  year  1781. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Gen.  Charles  Harrison  ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1780,  be  received  a  sum  of  money  from 
the  public,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  men,  the  vouchers  for  the  proper  disbursements  of  which  he  unfortunately  lost, 
and  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  directed  to  receive  his  aflidavit  as  a  sufficient  voucher  for  such  disbursements. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petitKju  of  sundry  iidiabitants  of  tiie  county  of  Goochland,  whose  names  are  thcrcmrto  snbscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  ti?at  they  have  seen  and  considered  the  engrossed  bill  published  by  order 
ot  the  House  ot  Delegates  at  their  last  session,  "  establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religion," 
and  wholly  disapprove  of  the  same,  as  repugnant  to  the  Bill  of  Rights,  contrary  to  the  principles  of  equal  justice, 
and  delrnnenlal  to  the  interest  of  religion;   and  praying  that  the  said  bill  may  not  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to 
the  same  efl'ect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Essex,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  ellict. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Culpcper,  whose  names  are  tliereunto  subscribed,  to  ihe 
same  ellect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  snndiy  iiihabitaiHs  ol'  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subseriljed, 
to  the  same  ellect. 

Also,  a  inemorial  and  remonstrance  of  the  ministers  and  lay  representatives  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Vir- 
ginia, assembled  in  convention,  to  the  same  (;ireet;  and  farther  praying  that  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Assembly, 
'lor  incorporating  llu'  1  n.iestant  Kpiscopal  Church,"  may  be  repealed  or  amended  so  far  as  it  authorises  and  directs 
the  reaulation  o(  spiiitual  coikxims,  and  the  securing  to  that  church,  the  churches,  glebes.  &c.  procured  at  the  ex- 
pense ol  ilic  >vhole  community;  which  they  consider  as  unjust  and  contrary  to  the  great  principles  of  equal  religious 
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Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Westmofeland,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscrib- 
^A;  praying-  that  the  bill  "establisliin5  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religion;"  which  was  publislied 
by  order  of  the  House  of  Delegates  at  their  last  session,  for  the  consideration  of  the  people,  may  be  enacted  into 
a  law. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  other  iniiabitants  of  Essex,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed; 
setting  forth,  that  the  reception  of  commutables  in  payment  of  the  public  taxes,  will  be  of  great  ease  and  relief  to  the 
people;  and  praying  that  tobacco  may  be  made  a  commutable  in  discharge  of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions,  memorial,  and  remonstrance,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  Slate  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  petition  of  John  Downer,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  a  public  ferry  may  be  estab- 
lished across  the  Monongalia  river,  from  his  land  in  Morgantown,  to  the  opposite  shore. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Pettijohn;  praying  that  he  may  be  authorised  to  keep  a  public  ferry  across  the  Tyger 
Valley  river,  from  his  land  upon  the  road  leading  from  Morgantown  to  Clarksburg,  to  the  opposite  shore. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Richmond  and  Northumberland,  whose 
names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  in  opposition  to  a  petition  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  counties;  prajing 
th.'.i  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Rust's  warehouse,  may  be  renioved  to  the  town  of  Kinsale. 

Ordered,  That  tiie  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine \he  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Braxton  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  inquired  into  the  eligibility  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  one  of  the  members  returned  to  serve  in  this  House 
for  the  county  of  Surry,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  follovveth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  the  said  Benjamin  Harrison,  that  previous  to  the  invasion 
of  Arnold  in  this  State,  he  was  a  resident  of  the  county  of  Charles  City,  from  whence  he  was  compelled  to  remove 
himself  and  family  to  some  place  of  safety;  that  the  invasion  of  this  State  by  Cornwallis  soon  after  took  place,  by 
which  means  his  house  and  furniture  were  so  damaged,  that  he  did  not  return  thither  until  January  last;  that  he 
was  elected  Chief  Magistrate  in  November  1781,  and  resigned  that  office  on  the  29th  of  November  1784;  that  he 
was  a  candidate  for,  and  elected  a  representative  of  the  said  county  of  Charles  City  on  the  30th  of  the  same  month; 
that  he  resided  in  the  county  of  Charles  City  from  January  last  to  the  7th  of  April,  the  day  after  the  ejection  in  the 
county  of  Charles  City,  for  which  he  was  a  candidate;  that  on  the  7th  or  8th  of  April  he  carried  his  bed  and  some 
furniture  to  the  county  of  Surry,  wherein  he  engaged  his  rooms  and  board  for  twelve  months;  that  he  carried  thither 
a  servant  and  horses,  leaving  the  rest  of  his  family  in  Charles  City,  and  entered  the  said  servant  and  horses,  with  him- 
self, among  the  taxables  of  tlje  said  county  of  Surry  before  the  10th  of  April;  that  they  were  not  entered  in  the  said 
county  of  Charles  City,  but  would  have  been  had  it  been  required  of  him  before  his  removal  to  Surrj',  though  no 
person  to  his  knowledge  was  appointed  in  Charles  City  to  take  the  list  of  taxables  before  his  removal ;  that  on  the 
6th  of  April,  the  day  of  the  election  in  Charles  City,  at  vvliich  he  was  a  candidate,  and  after  the  poll  was  closed,  he 
declared  his  resolution  of  removing  immediately  to  the  county  of  Surry,  and  thereupon  wrote  his  resignation  as  a 
vestryman  in  the  county  of  Charles  City,  which  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Turner  Southall  chosen  in  his  stead;  that  he 
refused  to  accept  the  commission  of  county  lieutenant  of  Charles  City,  previous  to  the  election  in  Surry,  and  at  the 
time  of  such  refusal,  informed  the  Governor  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  as  a  resident  of  Charles  City,  nor  would 
accept  of  any  office,  either  civil  or  military  therein ;  that  the  election  in  the  county  of  Surry  was  on  the  4th  Tuesday 
in  April,  being  court  day  ;  that  he  is,  and  has  been  for  many  years  a  freeholder  in  the  county  of  Surry  ;  that  he  con- 
tributes towards  the  support  of  a  minister  therein ;  that  he  has  frequently,  since  his  election  in  the  said  county  of  Sur- 
ry, attended  several  public  meetings  to  know  the  sentiments  of  his  constituents ;  and  that  he  was  unanimously  elected 
by  the  vestry  in  Surry  on  the  15th  of  October  last,  to  represent  them  in  the  convention  of  the  clergy  and  laymen. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  residence  of  the  said  Benjamin  Harrison,  in  the  county 
of  Surry  on  the  day  of  election,  is  not  such  a  residence  as  is  required  by  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  Constitution, 
and  therefore  he  was  ineligible. 

And  the  said  report  and  resolution  being  again  read  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  immediately. 

The  House  accordingh',  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  report  and  resolution ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Braxton  reported,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time 
to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  connnittee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
report  and  resolution. 

A  petiiion  of  Robert  Taylor  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  merchant,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  set- 
ting forth,  that  during  the  last  summer  he  imported  a  considerable  quantity  of  rum  and  salt,  for  which  the  payment 
of  duties  was  secured  in  the  usual  manner;  that  on  the  24th  day  of  September  last  a  severe  gale  of  wind  raised  the 
tide  to  so  great  a  height,  that  he  lost  a  considerable  quantity  of  each  of  these  articles :  and  praying  that  the  duties 
thereupon  may  be  remitted. 
L  6 
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OrJemI  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  five  delegates 
to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress  for  one  year,  from  the  1st  Monday  in  the  present  month;  also,  of. a 
iudce  of  the  General  Court;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district ;  also,  of  a  member  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil or  Council  of  State;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  «f  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  on  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  concerning  pensioners,  and  on  the  printed  bills  contained  in  the  re-, 
port  of  the  committee  of  revisors  as  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow.  ^ 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  November  3,  1785. 


Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had  accordiu"  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  reso- 
lutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  West- 
moreland, Richmond  and  Northumberland,  praying  that  the  inspection  of  tobacco  may  be  removed  from  Rust's  ware- 
house to  the  lands  of  Catesby  Jones,  in  the  town  of  Kinsale  and  county  of  Westmoreland,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  counties 
of  Westmoreland,  Richmond  and  Northumberland,  in  opposition  thereto,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Peltijohn,  praying  that  a  ferry  may 
be  established  from  his  land  on  Tyger  Valley  river,  across  the  same  to  the  opposite  shore,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1  st  and  3d  resolutions ;  and  that  the  committee  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Catesby  Jones,  clerk  of  Northumberland  county,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting 
forth,  that  his  father  had  been  clerk  of  the  court  of  the  said  county  for  near  thirty  years,  and  in  the  year  1778  resigned 
to  the  petitioner,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  court;  that  he  then  was,  and  still  is,  a  resident  of  the  county 
of  Westmoreland,  but  will  be  compelled,  by  the  operation  of  the  late  act  of  Assembly,  either  to  relinquish  his  clerk- 
ship, or  change  his  abode;  and  praying  that  the  said  act  may  be  amended,  and  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  retain  his 
office,  without  removing  into  the  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  s.aid  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  that  they  do  examine  the  mat- 
ter thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  sohcitor  general,  enclosing  a  list  of  the  sheriffs  commissioned 
in  the  year  1784,  and  of  those  now  in  commission;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  George  Ralls,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  January  1777,  he  was 
appointed  master  of  the  schooner  Jenny,  a  trading  vessel,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  was  soon  after  taken 
prisoneiv^  a  British  ship  of  war,  and  confined  in  prison  at  Plymouth,  in  England,  from  whence  he  returned  to  Vir- 
ginia, in  February  1779;  that  he  has  since  received  the  amount  of  his  pay  in  paper  money,  without  any  allowance  for 
the  depreciation  tliereupon ;  and  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  directed  to  grant  him  certificates  therefor. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Starke,  sen. ;  setting  forth,  that  in  llie  year  1781,  when  the  State  was  invaded  by  the 
British  army,  the  records  of  the  Superior  Courts  were  removed  from  Richmond,  and  deposited  at  his  house  as  a  place 
of  safety ;  that  he  has  great  reason  to  believe  that  he  was  treated  with  uncommon  severity  upon  this  account  by  the 
enemy,  who  soon  after  encamped  near  his  plantation,  and  plundered  him  of  property  to  a  considerable  value;  and 
pi;iyiug  that  some  compensation  may  be  made  to  him  foi-"  the  injuries  he  sustained,  in  consequence  of  his  endeavor  to 
preserve  the  records,  which  were  of  so  much  importance  to  the  Commonweallh  in  general. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Joseph  Starke;  praying  that  he  may  receive  compensation  for  the  loss  of  a  horse,  which  was 
taken  from  him  by  the  British  troops,  in  the  year  1781. 

Ordered,  Tiial  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matters  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  |)etition  of  liic  proprietors  of  Robert  Boiling's  warehouse,  and  sundry  other  persons,  whose  names  are  there- 
unto subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  that  the  iiispcction  of  tobacco  may  be  removed  from 
the  said  warehouse,  to  the  land  of  the  proprietors,  adjoining' Boiling's  and  Tabb's  mill. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  tiic  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  iiiaiter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  and  rciiKPiistrancc  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  comity  of  Fairfax,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
was  presented  to  the  Hmi'^c,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  tliat  they  have  considered  the  bill  published  b  v  order  of  the  House 
of  Uelegales,  at  their  last  session,  "  establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religion ;"  and  are  of  opi- 
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nion,  that  it  is  repugnant  to  the  Bill  of  Rights,  contrary  to  equal  justice,  and  dangerous  to  the  interest  of  religion; 
and  praying  that  the  said  bill  may  not  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Also,  a  petition  and  remonstrance  of  the  committee  of  sundry  Baptist  associations,  to  the  same  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Orange,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  thf: 
same  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Richmond,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  set- 
ting forth,  that  they  have  seen  and  approve  of  the  bill  published  by  order  of  the  House  of  Delegates  at  their  last  session, 
"establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religion ;"  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  enacted  into 
a  law. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  and  remonstrances  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Braxton  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  provide  for  the  poor  of  the  several  counties  within  this- 
Commonwealth ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  re- 
port and  resolution  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  respecting  the  eligibility  of  Benjamin  Harrison, 
Esq.;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  thereto,  with  an  amendment ; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  said  report  and  resolution,  as 
amended,  were  again  read,  and  are  as  foUoweth : 

The  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  have  according  to  order,  inquired  into  the  eligibility  of  Benjamin 
Harrison,  Esq.  one  of  the  members  returned  to  serve  in  this  House,  for  the  county  of  Surry ;  and  it  appears  to  your 
committee,  from  the  information  of  the  said  Benjamin  Harrison,  that  previous  to  the  invasion  of  Arnold  in  this  State, 
he  was  a  resident  of  the  county  of  Charles  City,  from  whence  he  was  compelled  to  remove  himself  and  family  to  some 
place  of  safety ;  that  the  invasion  of  this  State  by  Lord  Cornwallis  soon  after  took  place,  by  which  means  his  house 
and  furniture  were  so  damaged,  that  he  did  not  return  thither  until  January  last;  that  he  was  elected  Chief  Magis- 
trate in  November  1781,  and  resigned  that  office  on  the  29th  of  November  1784;  that  he  was  a  candidate  for,  and 
elected  a  representative  of  the  said  county  of  Charles  City,  on  the  30th  of  the  same  month ;  that  he  resided  in  the 
county  of  Charles  City  from  January  last  to  the  7th  of  April,  the  day  after  the  election  in  the  county  of  Charles 
City,  for  which  he  was  a  candidate ;  that  on  tlie  7th  or  8th  of  April,  he  carried  his  bed  and  some  furniture  to  the  county 
of  Surry,  wherein  he  engaged  his  rooms  and  board  for  twelve  months ;  that  he  carried  thither  a  servant  and  horses, 
leaving  the  rest  of  his  family  in  Charles  City,  and  entered  the  said  servant  and  horses,  with  himself,  among  the  taxa- 
bles  of  the  said  county  of  Surry,  before  the  10th  of  April;  that  they  were  not  entered  in  the  said  county  of  Charles 
City,  but  would  have  been,  had  it  been  required  of  him  before  his  removal  to  Surry,  though  no  person,  to  his  know- 
ledge, was  appointed  in  Charles  City  to  take  the  list  of  taxables  before  his  removal ;  that  on  the  6th  of  April,  the  day 
of  election  in  Charles  City,  at  which  he  was  a  candidate,  and  after  the  poll  was  closed,  he  declared  his  resolution  of 
removing  immediately  to  the  county  of  Surry,  and  thereupoit  wrote  his  resignation  as  a  vestry  man  in  the  county  of 
Charles  City,  which  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Turner  Southall  chosen  in  his  stead;  that  he  refused  to  accept  the  com- 
mission of  county  lieutenant  of  Charles  City  previous  to  the  election  in  Surry,  and  at  the  time  of  such  refusal,  informed 
the  Governor,  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  as  a  resident  of  Charles  City,  nor  would  he  accept  of  any  office,  either 
civil  or  military,  therein;  that  the  election  in  the  county  of  Surry  was  on  the  4th  Tuesday  in  April,  being  court  day; 
that  he  is,  and  has  been  for  many  years,  a  freeholder  in  the  said  county  of  Surry ;  that  he  contributestovvards  the 
support  of  a  minister  therein ;  that  he  has,  frequently,  since  his  election  in  the  said  county  of  Surry,  attended  several 
public  meetings,  to  know  the  sentiments  of  his  constituent's ;  and  that  he  was  unanimously  elected  by  the  vestry'  in 
Surry,  on  the  15th  of  October  last,  to  represent  them  in  the  convention  of  the  clergy  and  laymen. 

Ri'solved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  election  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  returned  a  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  Surry,  is  legal. 

And  the  said  report  and  resolution,  as  amended,  being  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ayes,     57.  Noes,     49. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Goodall,  and  seconded  |iy  Mr.  Norvell,  ordered  that  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes 
on  the  foregoing  question  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Thomas  Parramore,  Joshua  Fry,  Samuel  Sherwin,  Zacha- 
riah  Johnston,  Robert  Clarke,  Archibald  Stuart,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Anderson,  Hickerson  Barksdale,  John 
Daniel,  Edmund  Read,  David  Patteson,  Bernard  Markham,  Edward  Carrington,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  French 
Stfother,  Henry  Fry,  William  Watkins,  Charles  Siinms,  David  Steward,  George  Thompson,  Elias  Wills,  Thomas 
Mann  Randolph,  Isnac  Coles,  Isaac  Vanmiter,  Garland  Anderson,  John  Mayo,  jun.  John  Rentfro,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  Thornton,  James  Ball,  jun.  Richard  Bland  Lee,  William  White,  Thomas  Johnson,  Christopher  Robertson, 
Samuel  Garland,  Benjamin  Logan,  Lewis  Burwell,  Thomas  Pettus,  John  Gordon,  David  Bradford,  James  Madison,  , 
Charles  Porter,  VVilliam  Harrison,  Benjamin  Lankford,  Wjlliam  Ronald,  vVdliam  Mayo,  Cuthbert  Bullitt,  George 
Lee  TurbfM-ville,  John  Hopkins,  Gawiu  Hamilton,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  VVilson  Cary,  Richard  Lee,  Henry  Lee, 
jun.  JNat))aniel  iSelson  and  James  Inues. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  John  Cropper,  Wilson  Nicholas,  Joseph  Eggleston, 


22 

Samuel  Jordan  Cabell,  Nicholas  Bowyer,  John  Trigg,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  John  Clarke,  Charles  Moi! 
Talbot  Samuel  Hrtwes,  Aiuhony  New,  Henry  Southall,  Joseph  Jones,  Worlick  Westwood,  Willlrm  G-itevvoo'l,  Meri- 
wether'Smith,  Thomas  Helm,  Thomas  Smith,  Thomas  Underwood,  John  Lucas,  Edmund  Wilkms  Parke  Goodall, 
Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  John  Dellaid,  William  Norvell,  William  Walker,  William  Dudley,  Carter  Braxton,  Benjamin 
Temple,  William  Curtis,  William  Pettijohn,  David  Scott,  William  Armistead,  Willis  Wilson,  Griffin  Stith,  John 
Clarke,  Richard  Bibb,  Edward  Bland,  Edmund  Ruffin,  jun.  Williamson  Bell,  Andrew  Moore,  John  Bowyer,  John 
Taylor,  Thomas  Ridley,  John  Whitaker  Willis,  William  Garrard,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  John  Howell  Briggs 
and  Joseph  Prentis. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  five  delegates 
to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Conirress  for  one  year,  from  the  1st  Monday  in  the  present  month ;  also,  of  a 
judge  of  the  General  Court ;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district ;  also,  of  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  or 
Council  of  State;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Cooi- 
monwealth  ;  on  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  concerning  pensioners;"'  and  on  the  printed  bills  contained  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  ofrevisors,  as  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  4,  1785. 


A  bill,  "to  provide  for  the  poor  of  the  several  counties  within  this  Commonwealth;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "for  forming  a  new  county  out  of  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Henry;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Landon  Carter,  in  the  county  of  Fauquier;"  and  the  same  was  receiv- 
ed and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  postpone  the  collection  of  the  tax  for  the  year  1785;"  and 
that  Messrs.  Bibb,  Claiborne,  Eggleston,  Braxton,  William  White,  Ronald,  and  John  Bowyer,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  some  years  ago  a  post  was  established  at  the  Point  of  Fork,  on  the  lands  of  Mr.  David  Ross,  and 
sundry  houses  built  thereon  by  the  public,  for  the  reception  of  arms,  ammunition  and  other  stores;  and  tiiere  having 
been  no  agreement  entered  into,  nor  satisfaction  made  to  the  said  proprietor  for  the  use  of  his  lands,  timber,  fire  wood, 
and  other  articles  of  his  property  applied  to  the  use  of  the  said  establishment; 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  be  authorised  to  settle  with  the  said  David  Ross,  and  adjust  and  pay  all  reasona- 
ble claims  against  the  State  respecting  the  said  post,  and  make  such  an  agreement  with  him  for  the  time  to  come,  as 
they  shall  think  proper. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  the  merchants,  traders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
■subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  prohibition  laid  by  Great  Britain  on  the 
trade  to  the  West  Indies,  and  the  almost  total  monopoly  of  the  other  branches  of  trade  by  foreigners,  has  produced 
great  distress  to  tiie  petitioners,  and  much  injury  to  the  trade  of  the  Commonwealth;  that  the  rapid  decrease  of  Ame- 
rican bottoms,  the  total  stop  to  ship  building,  and  nursery  of  American  seamen  occasioned  thereby,  threatens  the  most 
alarming  consequences  unless  timely  averted,  by  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature;  and  praying  that  a  similar  prohibi- 
tion or  restriction  may  be  imposed  on  the  British  trade  from  the  West  Indies  to  this  Commonwealth;  that  suitable 
encouragement  be  ofl'ered  to  the  American  merchants ;  and  that  other  and  general  relief  be  given  to  the  premises  as 
shall  seem  most  expedient  to  the  Legislature. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  merchants,  traders  and  other  iiiliabitants  of  the  town  of  Suffolk  and  county  of  Nanse- 
mond,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the  same  effect;  and  also,  praying  that  effectual  measures  may  be 
taken  to  preclude  foreigners  from  the  benefit  of  our  coasting  trade  and  iidand  navigation;  and  to  prevent  the  emigra- 
tion to  this  Coimnonvveallh  of  those  oflensive  characters  that  stand  excluded  by  treaty  as  well  as  by  law  of  the  State. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr  Prentis  reported, 
th;ii  the  committc'  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  cons, deration,  and 
h;id  made  some  prof^ress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House 
for  leave  to  sit  again- 
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Resolved.  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  stale 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  the  act,  'concerning  pensioners;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Braxton  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and 
made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several 
resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follovvetli : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Evans,  praying  that  a  ferry  may  be 
established  from  his  land  across  Monongalia  river,  to  the  mouth  of  Dicker's  creek,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Downer,  praying  that  a  ferry  may  be 
established  from  his  land  in  Morgantown,  across  Monongalia  river  to  the  opposite  shore,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  i(  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Michael  Karns,  praying  that  a  ferry  may 
be  established  from  his  land  across  Monongalia  river,  ai  the  mouth  of  Dicker's  creek,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propositions 
and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  William  Nail,  sherift'of  Rockingham  county,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth, 
that  from  a  variety  of  circumstances  which  he  could  neither  foresee  nor  prevent,  he  has  been  unable  to  begin  his  col- 
lection of  the  public  taxes  for  the  present  year ;  and  praying  that  the  time  of  payment  into  the  treasury,  may  be  post- 
poned. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Richard  Taylor,  praying  that  an  inspection  of  tobacco  may  be  established  upon  his  land  in 
the  county  of  Prince  George,  near  the  town  of  Petersburg. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Turberville,  praying  that  he  may  be  authorised  to  keep  a  public  ferry  from  his  land  in 
the  county  of  Fairfax,  across  the  river  Potomac  to  the  opposite  shore. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  comntiittee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  Sieur  Chevallie,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  a  liquidated 
claim  against  the  State,  founded  upon  two  bills  of  exchange  drawn  upon  the  commercial  agent  of  this  State,  by  Mr. 
Beauinarchais's  agent;  that  he  has  received  only  a  part  of  one  of  his  demands;  and  praying  that  provision  may  be 
made  for  the  immediate  payment  of  the  balance. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  coimmittee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  John  Archer,  to  theai  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  reso- 
lution thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  in  the"year  1781,  when  this  country  was  invaded  by  the  British  troops,  the 
petitioner  was  despatched  from  the  Point  of  Fork  by  Baron  Steuben,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Charlottesville,  to 
cause  the  public  stores  to  be  removed  from  thence  to  a  place  of  more  security;  tli.at  the  petitioner  arrived  at  Char- 
lottesville in  the  morning  of  the  same  day  that  the  enemy  reached  it,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  the  removal  of 
the  public  stores  there;  that  whilst  engaged  in  that  business  he  was  surrounded  by  a  party  of  British  troops,  and  in  en- 
deavoring to  make  his  escape  from  them,  was  very  dangerously  wounded,  and  had  a  very  valuable  horse  taken  from 
him,  which  he  has  never  since  recovered. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Archer,  praying  to  be  paid  by 
the  public  for  the  loss  of  his  said  horse,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  the  sum  of  70/.  for 
the  same,  to  be  charged  to  the  continent  in  account  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Willis  be  added  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances; Messrs.  John  Bowyer,  Hancock,  and  Andrew  Moore,  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and 
Courts  of  Justice;  and  Mr.  Ronald,  to  the  committee  of  Commerce. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  five  delegates 
to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress  for  one  year,  from  the  1st  Monday  in  the  present  month;  also,  of  a 
judge  of  the  General  Court;  also,  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district;  also,  of  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council 
or  Council  of  State ;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  printed  bills 
contained  in  thf  report  of  the  committee  of  Revisors,  as  reported  from  the  conmiitlce  for  Courts  of  Justice,  being  read;: 

Ordered.  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrou. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 
M6 


24 

SATURDAY,  November  5,  1785. 

Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  tlieir  seats  iii  the  House. 
A  bill,  "  for  forming  a  new  county  out  of  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Henry  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Landon  Carter,  in  the  county  of  Fauquier ;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  Gen.  Charles  Harrison,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  is  as 
foUoweth : 

Resolvetl,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Gen.  Charles  Harrison,  setting  forth,  that  in 
the  year  1780,  he  drew  from  the  treasury  of  this  State,  paper  money  to  the  amount  of  804/.  2s.  4d.  specie,  for  the 
purpose  of  recruiting  his  regiment ;  that  the  said  sum  of  money  was  applied  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  drawn,  and 
vouchers  taken  for  the  same,  all  which  were  unfortunately  destroyed  at  the  defeat  of  General  Gales ;  that  the  auditors 
of  public  accounts  refused  to  admit  his  oath,  as  to  the  disbursements  of  the  said  sum  of  money ;  and  praying  that  they 
may  be  directed  to  receive  the  affidavit  as  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  said  disbursement,  is  reasonable. 

The  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee. 

Mr.  ]\Iadison  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  whom  the  bill  "  for  reviving  and  continuing  the 
act,  '  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  reso- 
lutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follovveth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Richard  Taylor,  praying  that  an  inspection 
of  tobacco  may  be  established  on  his  land,  on  Appomattox  river,  in  the  county  of  Prince  George,  below  and  adjoin- 
ing the  town  of  Petersburg,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  Tha  tthe  petition  of  sundry  persons,  praying  that  an  inspection 
of  tobacco  may  be  established  on  the  land  of  Alexander  Glass  Strachan,  in  the  town  of  Petersburg,  be  rejected. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  King  and  Queen,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was 
presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  have  seen  and  duly  considered  the  bill  "establishing  a  pro- 
vision for  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religion,"  printed  for  public  consideration,  and  wholly  disapprove  of  the  same, 
as  repugnant  to  good  policy,  public  justice,  and  the  principles  of  religious  freedom ;  and  praying  that  the  same  may 
uot  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  merchants,  traders,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed;  setting  forth,  that  the  present  deplorable  state  of  trade,  occasioned  by  the  restrictions  and  policy 
of  the  British  acts  of  navigation,  has  caused  great  and  general  distress,  and  threatens  total  ruin  and  decay  to  the  se- 
veral branches  of  commerce,  unless  timely  prevented  by  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature ;  and  praying  that  certain  re- 
strictive acts  may  be  imposed  on  the  British  trade,  or  other  more  adequate  and  effectual  measures  adopted  for  relief 
therein. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  merchants,  traders,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  whose  names  are  there- 
unto subscribed,  to  the  same  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Daniel  and  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House, 
uutil  Alonday  fortnight;  and  Mr.  Moore  Riddick,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  a  letter  from  the  Virginia  delegates  to 
Congress,  containing  sundry  resolutions  of  that  body;  a  letter  from  the  Secrelai-y  of  Foreign  Affairs;  and  one  from 
the  board  of  treasury  of  the  United  States  ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Tlie  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Coinmonwealtli;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported, 
that  the  committee  iiad,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  made  a  further  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  dnected  him  to  move  the  House 
for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Commonwealth.  \ 
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A  petition  of  William  Bryce,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  he  may  be  paid  lor  a  valuable 
horse,  the  property  of  the  petitioner,  which  was  stolen  from  Col.  Dick,  when  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  public,  under 
the  command  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  Mayo,  jun.  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  he  may  be  authorised  to  erect 
and  keep  a  toll  bridge  across  James  river  between  the  towns  of  Richmond  and  Manchester. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  public  printer  strike  immediately,  two  hundred  copies  of  the  requisitions  of  Congress  which 
have  been  transmitted  to  the  House  during  the  present  session,  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate  to  the  choice  of  five  delegates 
to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress  for  one  year,  from  the  first  Monday  in  the  present  month ;  also,  of  a 
judge  of  the  General  Court,  in  the  room  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  Esq.  deceased  ;  of  a  member  of  tbe  Privy 
Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  William  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  whohath  resigned  ;  and  of  a  chief  justice  for  the 
western  district,  in  the  room  of  Cyrus  Griffin,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned ;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  the  act,  concerning  pensioners;"  to  provide  for  the  poor  of  the 
several  counties  within  this  Commonwealth ;  and  on  the  printed  bills  contained  in  the  Revised  Code,  as  reported  from 
the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off"  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,   11  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  November  7,  1785. 


Several  other  members  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  forming  a  new  county  out  of  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Henry;"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  forming  a  new  county  out  of  the  counties  of 
Bedford  and  Henry." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Clarke  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  biU,  "  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Landon  Carter  in  the  county  of  Fauquier,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Landon 
Carter,  in  the  county  of  Fauquier." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  session,  it  be  a  standing  order  of  the  House,  that  Tuesday, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  in  each  week,  be  set  apart  and  appropriated  to  the  consideration  of  the  Revised  Code  in  such 
manner,  that  no  business  be  introduced,  taken  up,  or  considered,  after  12  o'clock  of  the  day,  other  than  the  bills  con- 
tained in  the  said  Revised  Code,  or  such  other  as  respects  the  interest  of  the  Commonwealth  at  large,  or  messages  from 
the  Executive,  or  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a 
bill  "  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kinsale,  and  discontinuing  that  at  Rust's  warehouse;"  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  an  act  ought  to  pass,  to  authorise  the  delegates  of  this  State 
in  Congress,  to  give  the  assent  of  the  State  to  a  general  regulation  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  Slates,  under  cer- 
tain qualifications. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Prentis,  Tyler,  Ma- 
di  on,  Henry  Lee,  Meriwether  Smith,  Braxton,  Ronald,  Innis  and  Bullitt,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  nito  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Comnionweallh. 

Ordered.  1  hat  Mr.  Jones  be  added  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  Propositions  and  Grievances, 
and  Courts  of  Justice;  Mr.  T'  lerville  to  the  <  ouunittee  of  Conn  °rce;  Mr.  Norvdl  to  the  committee  of  Claims; 
and  Messrs.  Thurston  and  Corbiu  to  the  comtoittees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  Propositions  and  Grievances. 
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Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  the  resolution  upon  the  petition  of  General 
Charles  Hamsun  was  recommitted,  tiiat  llie  comnjittee  had,  according  to  order,  agah,  h-c!  'lie  same  under  their  con- 
sideriition,  and  had  aiireed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
ward! delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  in  the  year  1780,  the  petitioner  drew  from  the  treasury  of  this  State,  118,964 
paper  dollars,  lor  the  purpose  of  recruiting  his  regiment ;  which  sum  would  enlist  about  15S  men. 

It  lurther  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  Capt.  Anthony  Singleton,  that  he,  together  with  se- 
veral ofiicers  of  the  petitioner's  regiment,  drew  monies  from  the  pay-master  of  the  said  regiment  for  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice, with  wliich  they  enlisted  104  men,  who  joined  the  said  regiment;  that  the  said  recruiting  business  was  continued, 
and  he  belipves,  with  some  success,  having  understood  that  several  other  recruits  were  enlisted  by  difierent  officers ; 
that  he  advanced  to  his  company  of  men  about  three  months'  pay,  amounting  to  about  900  dollars. 

Resolved,  Tiial  the  petition  of  tlie  said  Gen.  Charles  Harrison,  praying  that  t!ie  auditors  of  public  accounts  may 
be  directed  to  receive  his  afiidavit  to  the  disbursement  of  the  said  sum  of  118,964  dollars,  having  lost  the  vouchers  for 
the  same,  at  the  defeat  of  General  Gates,  is  reasonable. 

Ordtied,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Air.  Carter  Hemy  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  ordtr,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions 
theieupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth  : 

Resolvtcl,  (hat  it  is  the  oj)inion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Turberville,  praying  that  a  ferry- 
may  be  established  from  his  laud  in  the  county  of  Fairfax,  across  Potomac  river  to  the  opposite  shore,  in  the  State  of 
Maryland,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Tyler,  jun.  praying  that  all  the 
estate,  both  real  and  personal,  of  John  Tyler,  his  brother,  who  was  lately  condemned  and  executed  for  the  murder  of 
Joseph  Tyler,  may  be  vested  in  the  petitioner,  with  power  to  convey  155  acres  of  his  land  to  the  legal  representatives 
of  the  said  Joseph  Tyler,  in  conformity  to  a  contract  made  between  John  Tyler  and  the  said  Joseph  Tyler,  is  rea- 
sonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Pittsylvania,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  greatly  disapprove  of  a  general  assessment  for  the  support  of 
religion,  as  contrary  to  every  maxim  of  sound  policy;  and  praying  that  religious  liberty  may  be  preserved  to  them, 
and  no  act  passed  in  favor  of  an  assessment  or  establishment. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Pittsylvania,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed; 
praying  that  the  engrossed  bill  "establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religion ;"  which  was  publish- 
ed by  order  of  the  House  of  Delegates  at  their  last  session,  for  the  consideration  of  the  people,  may  be  enacted  into  a 
law. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

A  petition  of  Muscoe  Levingston,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  seen  with 
regret,  for  some  time  past,  the  removal  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  lower  parts  of  Virginia  into  the  Western  country; 
and  that  notwidistanding  the  great  advantages  promised  by  the  late  revolution  to  emigrants  trom  Europe,  that  the 
number  is  small  indeed:  that  convinced  that  the  most  solid  advantages  would  result  to  the  State,  if  a  considerable 
Miimbcr  of  the  yeomen  and  iiianul'atturers  of  the  various  countries  of  Europe,  could  be  persuaded  to  remove  to  Vir- 
ginia, he  is  willing  to  devote  his  whole  fortune  and  attention  to  effect  it;  Provided,  he  can  have  for  a  certain  term  of 
years,  the  exclusive  right  of  importing  emigrants  under  certain  restrictions;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  that 
effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  ol  sundry  merchants  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, was  presented  to  tiie  House,  and  read;  praying  that  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Byrd's  warehouse  within  the 
said  city,  may  be  removed  to  or  near  Rocketi's  landing. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inliabitaiits  of  the  town  of  Suffolk,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  praying 
that  a  small  tract  of  hnid  adjoining  the  same  may  be  added  thereto,  and  hiid  off  into  lots  and  streets. 

Ordirid,  Tiiat  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  ol  the  day,  Ibr  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  five  delegates 
to  represent  this  CoimiK.nwealth  in  Congress  lor  one  year  Iroin  the  hist  Monday  in  the  present  month;  also,  of  a 
judge  ol  the  General  Comi,  in  the  room  of  Rarthohimew  Dandridge,  Esi;.  deceased ;  of  a  member  of  the  Privy 
Council  or  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  William  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  who  hath  resigned;  and  of  a  chief  justice  for 
the  western  district,  in  the  room  of  Cyrus  Grifiin,  Es(j.  who  hath  resigned;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  int» 
a  committee  ol  the  v.liolc  House,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  the  act,  concerning  pensioners;"  "to  provide  for  the  poor 
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of  the  several  counties  within  this  Commonwealth ;"  and  on  the  printed  bills  contained  in  the  Revised  Code,  as  re- 
ported from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  8,  1785. 


A  bill,  '■  for  establishing  aa  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kinsale,  and  discontinuing  that  at  Rust's  warehouse;"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  discontinue  the  town  of  Walkertown  ;"  and  that  Messrs. 
Thomas  Moore  and  Henry  Lee,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Mr.  George  Thompson,  enclosing  the  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  Executive,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  last  Assembly,  to  survey  James  river  from  Lynch's 
ferry  upwards,  and  to  report  the  practicability  of  extending  the  navigation  thereof;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce. 

A  petition  of  John  Otey  and  James  Turner,  commissioners  of  the  land  tax  for  the  county  of  Bedford,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  have  refused  to  make  them  any 
allowance  for  assessing  any  of  the  lands  in  the  said  county,  except  those  contained  in  grants  lately  issued  from  the 
register's  office ;  alleging  that  they  are  not  authorised  by  law  so  to  do ;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  directed  to 
make  them  the  same  allowance  for  assessing  all  other  lands,  as  for  the  last  mentioned  service. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  ministers  and  elders  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  in  the  borough  of  Winchester ; 
praying  that  they  may  be  authorised  to  raise  by  way  of  lottery,  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  500Z.  for  the  purpose 
of  finishing  a  church  belonging  to  the  said  society. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  King  and  Queen,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ; 
praying  that  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Shepherd's  warehouse  in  the  said  county,  may  be  revived. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Richard  Bray  and  John  Kidd,  late  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Shepherd's  warehouse  in  King  and 
Queen  county,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  that  they  may  be  paid  for  two  hogsheads  of  tobacco, 
which  were  stolen  from  the  said  warehouse  in  the  month  of  May  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Botetourt,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read ;  prajdng  that  the  trustees  appointed  to  receive  subscriptions  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  James  river,  may  be  authorised  to  receive  them  for  any  sum  not  equal  to  a  full  share ;  and 
that  the  said  sums  may  be  applied  towards  clearing  the  said  river  from  Lynch's  ferry  upwards;  that  such  subscribers 
may  also  have  the  same  privileges  with  others,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  sums  respectively  contributed  by 
t^em. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  George  Robertson,  late  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ; 
praying  that  the  interest  and  damages  upon  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  for  the  balance  of  the  public  taxes,  due 
from  the  said  county  for  the  year  1782,  may  be  remitted. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Vivion  Brooking,  late  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Amelia,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  persons,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  firmly  per- 
suaded, that  it  is  contrary  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  christian  religion,  to  keep  so  considerable  a  number  of 
our  fellow  creatures,  the  negroes  in  this  State,  in  slavery;  that  it  is  also  an  express  violation  of  the  principles  upon 
which  our  government  is  founded;  and  that  a  general  emancipation  of  them,  under  certain  restrictions,  would  greatly 
contribute  to  strengthen  it,  by  attaching  them  by  the  ties  of  interest  and  gratitude,  to  its  support;  and  praying  that  an 
act  may  pass  to  that  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Mecklenburg,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  in 
opposition  thereto;  and  praying  that  the  act,  "empowering  the  owners  of  slaves  to  emaucipate  them  ;"  may  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  do  severally  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself 'into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  print- 
ed bills  contained  in  the  Revised  Code,  as  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  and  after  some  lime 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  th--  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der, had  the  said  Revised  Code  under  their  consideriition,  and  made  some  progress  therein;  but  not  having  time  to  go 
through  ihe  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  i^rave  to  si'  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  cOiUmittee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
Revised  Code. 

N  6 
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Mr.  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order  Ind  und-r  iheir  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  releued,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  tlit  re- 
upon  •  which  he  read  ni  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read, 
and  are  as  follows: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Mayo,  jun.  praying  that  an  act  may 
pass    authorising  him  to  erect  a  toll  bridge  across  James  river,  between  the  towns  of  Richmond  and  Alnuchester,  is 

reasonable.  _  _  Tir-n-       f~, 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Griffin,  late  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Kine;  and  Queen;  praying  that  the  damages  on  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  in  the  General  Court,  for  the  ba- 
lance of  taxes  due  in  the  year  1783,  may  be  remitted,  is  reasonable;  upon  proviso,  that  the  principal,  interest  and  cost, 
be  paid  on  or  before  the  8th  day  of  May  next. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  all  farther  proceedings  on  the  said  judgment  be  stayed  un- 
til the  8th  day  of  May  next. 

The  1st  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  2d  and  3d  resolutions  being  severally  again  read  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  respecting  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  officers  and  soldiers, 
which  lay  on  the  table;  and  the  same  being  twice  read,  was  amended;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  be  directed  to  liquidate  and  settle  all  the  just  claims  of  officers  and  soldiers,  and 
those  of  the  stafi"  department,  who  have  heretofore  been  recognised  by  law  or  their  legal  representatives,  that  shall  be 
presented  to  them  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  September  next;  and  that  they  grant  certificates  as  usual  for  what  shall 
be  found  due  thereon,  the  same  having  been  first  allowed  by  the  commissioners  heretofore  appointed  for  examining  the 
said  claims. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Tyler  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with 
certain  powers;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  vest  certain  lots,  in  the  town  of  York,  in  trustees,  for  the 
purpose  of  a  Grammar  School;"  and  that  Messrs.  Prentis,  Ronald,  Henry  Lee,  and  Carrington,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  appointed  by  act  of  Assembly  to  dispose  of  certain  public  lands  and  other 
public  property  in  and  near  the  city  of  Richmond,  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly  a  state  of  the 
monies  received  for  the  sale  of  such  property,  and  the  amount  of  the  expenditures  already  made,  the  contracts  entered 
into,  and  subscriptions  received,  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  into  efl'ect  "  an  act  for  the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment ;"  and  also,  to  state  the  probable  expenses  that'may  be  incurred  by  the  public  in  carrying  that  act  into  execution. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  White,  Henry  Lee,  and  Thruston,  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Commerce ;  Mr.  Trigg, 
10  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  Propositions  and  Grievances;  and  Mr.  Garland  Anderson,  to  the 
i:ommittees  of  Claims,  Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  Commerce. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth,  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Friday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  9,  1785. 

A  hill,  "punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  presented,  according  t«  order,  a  bill  "to  repeal  the  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of  Walker- 
town;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  se- 
veral acts  of  Assembly,  'concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

.Mr.  Madison  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  whom  the  bill  "for  reviving  and  continuing 
the  act,  for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service,"  was  recommitted,  that  the  committee 
h;id,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which 
he  K'ad  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ori/irril,  That  the  bill,  with  the  ameiulmenls,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Madison  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  comuiitlee  had,  according  to  order, 
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had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Burditt  Ashton,  to  them  referred;  and  had  agreed  to  a  resolution  there- 
upon, AiiKh  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  wiieretlie  same  was  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

JRe.solved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Burditt  Ashton,  praying  that  an 
act  may  pass  to  authorise  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land,  the  property  of  his  infant  daughter,  which  descended  to  her  by 
the  death  of  her  mother,  one  of  the  daughters  and  co-Jieiresses  of  James  Blair,  deceased,  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several 
resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  liis  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again   read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  proprietors  of  Robert  Boiling's  ware- 
house, and  others,  praying  that  the  inspection  of  tobacco  may  be  removed  from  tlience,  and  established  on  the  lands 
of  the  proprietors,   adjoining  to  Boiling  and  Tabb's  mill,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  ii  the  i pinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  Petersburg 
warehouse,  as  prays  that  their  salaries  may  be  increased,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  for  a  further 
allowance  for  the  past  year,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Zackquill  Morgan ;  praying  that  an  act 
may  pass  for  establishincf  a  town  on  his  land,  whereon  the  courthouse  of  Monongalia  county  stands,  is  reasonable. 

The  1st,  3d  and  4th  resolutions,  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

The  2d  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  and  4th  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "for  vesting  the  estate  of  John  Tyler,  deceased,  in  William  Tyler,  the  younger;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  frauds  in  the  collection  of 
the  public  revenue;"  and  that  Messrs.  Madison,  Tyler,  Strother,  Ronald,  White,  Braxton,  Underwood  and  Thruston, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Benjamin  Johnson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1781,  he 
was  appointed  a  deputy  surveyor  in  the  county  of  Yohogania,  and  conducted  the  business  of  the  surveyor's  office  un- 
til some  time  in  the  year  1782,  when  the  principal,  Colonel  Crawford,  was  killed  by  the  Indians,  and  he  then  received 
a  commission  for  the  purpose  of  closing  the  business  which  was  begun  before  Col.  Crawford's  death,  but  has  been 
prevented  from  finishing  the  same  by  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  who  allege  that  his  proceedings  are  inva- 
lid; and  praying  that  his  conduct  may  be  scrutinized,  and  that  an  act  may  be  passed,  if  necessary,  for  legalizing  the 
same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John,  Jacob,  and  Benjamin  Philips,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  their 
brother  Matthew  Pliilips,  died  in  the  year  1778,  and  devised  his  whole  estate  to  his  wife  Rachel  Philips,  who  also 
died  a  few  days  after  without  heirs,  whereby  the  estate  is  become  escheated  to  the  Commonwealth;  and  praying  that 
the  same  may  be  vested  in  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Mecklenburg,  Amelia  and  Brunswick,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed,  were  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  the  engrossed  bill  "  establishing  a  provi- 
sion for  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religion,"  which  was  published  by  order  of  the  House  of  Delegates  at  their  last 
session,  may  not  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lunenburg,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  pray- 
ing that  the  said  bill  may  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  tlic  Common- 
wealth. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  Revised 
Code  of  laws,  as  reported  from  (he  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
resumed  the  ciiair,  and  Mr.  Corbin  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  Revised 
Code  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  a  further  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  througli  the  same, 
had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  Tliat  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  «hole  House  on  the  said 
Revised  Code. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


30 
THURSDAY,  November  10,   1785. 

All  eriTossed  bill,  "lor  reviving  and  continuing  the  act,  'for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken 
lor  public  s'ervice;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  reviving  and  continuing  the  act,  '  for  adjust- 
ing claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service." 

Onhrcil,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

A  bill,  "for  vesting  the  whole  estate  of  John  Tyler,  deceased,  in  William  Tyler,  the  younger;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  bt  committed  to  Messrs.  Bullitt,  Carrington,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  John  Mayo  and  Car- 
ter Bassett  Harrison. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  divers  iniiabitants  of  the  county  of  King  and  Queen, 
to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  King 
and  Queen,  praying  that  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Shepherd's  warehouse,  in  the  said  county,  may  be  revived  and 
established,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  inspection  ought  to  be  revived  for  the  term  of 
two  years,  and  no  longer. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  bill,  "torepeal  the  act  of  Assembly,  establishing  the  town  of  Walkertowu;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  Revised 
Code  of  laws,  as  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  Revised 
Code  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  a  further  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same, 
had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resohed,  That  this  House  will,  on  Tuesdaj'  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
the  said  Code. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Nicolson  and  William  Prentis,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that 
in  the  year  1784,  they  contracted  with  the  Esecutive  to  print  a  revisal  of  the  laws,  from  the  year  1768  to  the  spring 
of  1783;  that  when  they  had  made  a  considerable  progress  in  the  business,  their  printing  office  was  burnt  by  accident, 
together  with  the  sheets  they  had  completed,  and  a  large  quantity  of  paper  they  had  purchased  for  the  purpose;  and 
j)raying  tliat  they  may  receive  some  compensation  for  their  trouble  and  expense;  and  also  for  extending  the  revisal, 
v.'hich  they  have  now  completed  beyond  the  time  contracted  for. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Nansemond,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  pray- 
iiig  that  a  part  of  the  said  county,  agreeably  to  the  bounds  therein  mentioned,  may  be  added  to  the  county  of  South- 
ampton. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inliabitauts  of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  pray- 
ing that  the  said  county  may  be  divided  into  two  distinct  counties,  agreeably  to  the  bounds  therein  expressed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  |)clitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do 
examine  the  matters  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  tlie  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  near  Otter  Peaks,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  whose  names 
are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  that  the  ruling  members  of  the  said  church 
may  be  established  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  and  that  sundry  slaves,  the  property  of  the  said  church,  and  their  in- 
crease, may  be  vested  in  the  said  elders,  for  the  use  of  the  said  church  forever ;  also,  praying  that  no  assessment  may 
ever  be  imposed  upon  them  for  tiie  purposes  of  religion. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  pray- 
ing that  tlie  bill  published  by  order  of  tiie  House  of  Delegates,  at  their  last  session,  "  establishing  a  provision  for  the 
teachers  of  the  christian  religion;"  may  not  be  enacted  into  a  taw. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Amelia,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  in  oppo- 
sition to  a  petition  of  sundry  persons,  which  was  presented  on  Tuesday  last,  praying  for  a  general  emancipation  of 
slaves. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Brunswick,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Pittsylvania,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
Bamc  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  iniiabitants  of  the  county  of  Halifax,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the  samp 
effect. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

A.  petition  of  Mary  Ford,  widow  of  John  Ford,  deceased,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth, 
that  in  the  year  1778,  three  negro  slaves  belonging  to  the  petitioner,  were  executed  for  the  murder  of  linr  husband, 
and  valued  by  the  court  of  Amelia  county,  in  paper  currency,  which,  when  reduced  to  specie  by  the  scale  of  depre- 
ciation, is  far  short  of  the  value  of  the  said  slaves,  and  praying  that  the  deficiency  may  be  paid  to  her. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

A  petition  of  Michael  Ocheltree,  ^-as  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  the  treasurer  may  be 
directed  to  pay  immediately,  the  amount  of  the  warrant  he  has  received  from  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  for  a 
valuable  slave,  who  was  executed  for  felony,  pursuant  to  the  sentence  of  the  court  of  Botetourt  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Bibb  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  postpone  the  collection  of  the  tax  for  the  year  1785;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickett  be  added  to  the  committees  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  Claims  and  Commerce. 

On  a  motion  made. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  petition  of  sundry  persons  presented  on  Tuesday  last,  which  lay  on  the 
table,  praying  for  a  general  emancipation  of  slaves,  and  the  same  being  read; 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  to  reject  the  said  petition, 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative,  nemine  contra  dicente. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  II,  1785. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  repeal  the  act  of  Assembly,  'for  establishing  the  town  of  Walkertown ;"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be  "an  act,  to  repeal  the  act  of  Assembly,  'for  establishing 
the  town  of  Walkertown." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  postpone  the  collection  of  the  tax  for  the  year  1785;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  be  added  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  Propositions  and  Griev- 
*  ances,  and  Commerce. 

A  petition  of  Benjamin  Bucktrout,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1777, 
he  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  public,  as  purveyor  to  the  hospitals,  and  continued  in  that  department  until  the  latter 
end  of  the  following  year ;  and  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  directed  to  liquidate  his  accounts,  and  grant  him 
certificates  for  the  balance  that  shall  appear  to  be  due  to  him. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  the  petition  of  William  Boyce,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  William  Boyce,  setting  forth,  that 
in  the  year  1781,  he  acted  as  a  major  in  a  body  of  liprht  infantry,  commanded  by  Colonel  Alexander  Dick;  that 
w(:;lst  in  that  service,  Colonel  Dick  was  ordered  upon  some  particular  duty  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  the  execu- 
tion of  which,  required  a  very  good  horse,  which  the  petitioner  being  possessed  of.  Colonel  Dick  insisted  upon  the 
loan  of  him ;  that  the  said  horse  was  accordingly  delivered  to  Colonel  Dick,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  from  whom  he 
was  stolen;  and  praying  to  be  paid  by  the  public  the  value  of  the  said  horse,  be  rejected. 

The  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  sundry  letters  from  the  delegates  of  this 
St':'    II  Congress,  the  secretary  of  Congress,  the  soUcitor  j'-iieral,  and  General  Washington,  which  were  read. 

( ),!■!■  reel.  That  the  letters  from  the  delegates  in  Conci'-^,  be  refr  red  to  the  committee  sppointed  to  inquire  into 
and  report  the  progress  made  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  this  State  with  the  United  States. 
O  6 
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Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  General  Washington,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Tyler,  Madison,  Bullitt,  Matthews, 
Innes,  Richard  Bland  Loe,  Braxton,  Prentis,  Simms,  Stith,  Stuart,  Steward  and  Page. 

Ordered,  That  the  rest  of  the  said  letters  and  papers  do  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  "to  authorise  the  delegates  of  this  State 
in  Congress,  to  assent  to  a  general  regulation  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  by  Congress  under  certain  re- 
strictions, be  discharged  therefrom;  and  that  Messrs.  Prentis,  Tyler,  Madison,  Henry  Lee,  Meriwether  Smith,  Brax- 
ton Ronald  Innes  and  Bullitt,  do  draught  and  report  instructions  to  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  pursuant 
thereto. 

The  House  accordinc;  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported, 
that  the  conmiittee  had,  according  lo  order,  again  liad  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  iheir  consideration  and 
had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followelh  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act,  to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  '  for 
calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certilicates,"  ought  to  be  amended. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  hroui;ht  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  !\Iessrs.  Prentis,  Ronald, 
Tyler,  Madison,  Page,  Corbin,  Thomas  Smith,  Bibb,  Cropper,  Stith,  Parramore,  Matthews,  Walke,  Zachariah  John- 
ston, Strotiier,  Bullitt,  Hawes  and  Thompson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved.  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  punishing  certain  offences  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
bill  iiiuler  their  consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had 
directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

Mr.  Braxton  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  to  whom  the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Executive,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  last  Assembly,  to  survey  James  river  from  Lynch's  f  rry  upwards,  was 
referred,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  come  to  a  reso- 
lution thereupon,  which  he  rend  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
■;aid  commissioners,  and  issue  their  warrants  on  the  treasury  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  due  them;  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  treasurer's  hands. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Braxiun  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Braxton  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Muscoe  Levingston  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Muscoe  Levingston,  praying  that 
an  exclusive  privilege  may  be  granteil  him  of  importing  manufacturers  and  yeomen-redemptioners  not  being  convicts 
into  tills  State,  be  rejected. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  five  delegates 
10  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress  for  one  year  from  the  fir^t  Monday  in  the  present  month  ;  also,  of  a  judge 
of  the  General  Court  in  the  room  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  Esq.  deceased;  of  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  or 
Council  of  State,  in  tiie  room  of  William  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  who  hath  resigned;  and  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  west- 
ern ilistiict,  in  the  room  of  Cyrus  Grillin,  Esq.  who  hath  rijsigned;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  the  act,  'concerning  pensioners;"  also,  "to  provide  for  the  poor 
of  the  several  counties  within  this  Connnonwealth,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  olf  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  November   12,   1785. 

A  petition  of  George  Taylor,  James  Taylor  and  Joseph  Jones,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting' 
forth,  that  by  an  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1777,  they,  with  llie  late  Col.  Fielding  Lewis,  were  appointed 
tru>ii;es  ol  the  sale  of  the  lauds  of  Col.  John  Thornton  of  the  county  of  Caroline;  that  they  have  executed  the  trust 
reposed  in  ihem,  by  selling  the  lands ;  but  were  pre\cnted  by  a  variety  of  circumstances,  from  receiving  the  purchase 
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money  and  applying  it  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  said  act,  until  the  paper  currency  had  considerably  depreci- 
ated, and  tliat  they  at  length  deposited  it  in  the  treasury  by  virtue  of  the  act  for  funding  the  paper  money;  and  pray- 
ing that  an  aci  may  pass  appointing  commissioners  to  settle  their  accounts  and  authorising  them  to  assign  the  securi- 
ties in  their  hands  to  the  persons  entitled  to  thera;  and  that  they  may  be  entirely  discharged  from  the  said  trust. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice ;  that  they  do  examine  the  mat- 
ter thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  conmiittee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  the  Sieur  Chevallie,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to 
several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followetli : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  there  is  due  to  the  petitioner  from  this  State,  a  liquidated  balance  in  money^ 
amounting  to  416/.  bs.  and  also  a  claim  of  46,000/.  of  nett  merchantable  tobacco,  founded  on  two  accepted  bills  drawn 
by  Mr.  De  Francy,  late  agent  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais. 

It  i'urther  appears  to  your  committee,  that  funds  are  provided  for  the  payment  of  the  said  money  claim,  but  that 
no  provision  is  made  for  the  payment  of  the  tobacco  claim. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  pray  that  the  petitioner 
may  receive  immediate  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  416/.  5s.,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  petition  as  pray  that  funds  may 
be  provided  for  the  payment  of  the  petitioner's  tobacco  claim,  is  reasonable. 

The  1st  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  2d  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Couunonwealth. 

Mr.  Carter  H.  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  William  Nail,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Rockingham, 
to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
aiterwards  delivered  in  at  tne  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
foUoweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Mr.  John  Hopkins,  that  no  person  would  undertake  the 
collection  of  the  taxes  in  the  said  county  for  the  year  1784;  and  that  the  petitioner  qualified  as  sheriff  of  the  said 
county,  at  August  court  last. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Mr.  Gawin  Hamilton,  that  on  the  first  day  of  this 
month,  he  was  informed  by  the  clerk  of  the  court,  that  two  magistrates  in  the  said  county  had  not  then  made  returns 
of  the  titheables  and  taxable  property,  whereby  he  was  prevented  from  making  out  the  list  required  by  law  to  be  fur- 
nished the  sheriff. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  William  Nail,  sherifi"  of  the  said 
county  of  Rockingham,  praying  that  further  time  may  be  allowed  him  to  collect  the  taxes  of  the  said  county  for  the 
years  1784  and  17S5,  is  reasonable;  and  that  he  be  allowed  until  the  first  day  of  August  next,  to  complete  such  col- 
lection. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Henry  Lee,  Thornton  and  Gordon,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  calling  in  and  redeeming 
certain  certificates." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution,  aulhorisintc  the  Executive  to  settle  a  claim  of  David  Ross  against 
the  public,  which  lay  on  the  table;  and  the  same  being  twice  read,  was  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
lowcth  : 

Whereas,  some  years  ago,  a  post  was  established  at  the  Point  of  Fork,  on  the  lands  of  David  RosSj.'and  sundry 
houses  built  thereon  by  the  public,  for  the  reception  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  otlier  stores,  and  there  liaving  been  no 
agreement  entered  into,  nor  satisfaction  made  to  the  said  proprietor  for  the  use  of  his  lands,  timber,  firewood,  and 
otlier  articles  of  his  property  applied  to  the  use  of  the  said  establishment ; 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  be  authorised  to  settle  with  the  said  David  Ross,  and  adjust  and  pay  all  reasonable 
claims  against  the  State  respecting  the  said  post,  and  make  such  an  agreement  with  him  or  any  other  person,  for  the 
time  to  come,  as  they  shall  think  proper,  for  the  support  of  the  said  establishment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thompson  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cabell  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  tiiis  House,  until  Monday  fortnight;  and 
Messrs.  Soudiall,  and  William  Anderson,  till  Monday  se'nnight. 

A  petition  of  John  Fitch,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  formed  the  model 
of  a  macliine,  which  he  conceives  will  be  of  great  use  in  the  navigation  of  rapid  rivers  and  streams;  and  praying  that 
a  committee  may  be  appointed  to  examine  the  principles  thereof,  and  that  he  may  be  enabled  by  an  advance  ol  money 
from  the  public,  to  construct  a  boat  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  experiment. 

Onlered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Madison,  Page,  Innes,  Thruston,  Eggleston  and  Braxton; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 


31 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  the  appointment  of  harbor  masters,  and  declaring  their 
duty;"  and  that  Messrs.  Mattheus,  Wilson,  Sandford,  Willis  Riddick,  and  Walke,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  provide  for  the  more  effec- 
tual collection  of  the  tax  of  bl.  per  hitudred  acres,  on  lands  granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising 
therefrom;"  and  that  Messrs.  Garrard,  Ronald  and  Thompson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  agree  to  proceed  this  day  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  to  the  choice  of  five 
delegates  to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress  for  one  year,  from  the  first  Monday  in  the  present  month  ;  also, 
of  a  judge  of  the  General  Court,  in  the  room  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  Esq.  deceased;  of  a  member  of  the  Privy 
Councilor  Council  of  State,  in  the  room  of  William  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  who  hath  resigned;  and  of  a  chief  justice  for 
the  western  district,  in  the  room  of  Cyrus  Grilhn,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  memorial  of  Thomas  Prosser,  Daniel  Lawrence  Hylton,  William  Macon  and  Elisha  White,  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  courts  of  the  counties  of  Henrico  and  Hanover,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth, 
that  the  main  run  of  Chickahominy  Swamp,  has  always  been  considered  as  a  boundary  between  the  said  counties,  but 
from  its  division  in  some  places  into  small  streams,  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  which  is  the  main  run ;  and  praying  that 
commissioners  may  be  appointed  to  examine  the  same,  and  mark  a  line  between  the  said  counties. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Townsend  Hooe,  William  Brown  and  Charles  Sirams,  administrators  of  John  Mills, 
deceased,  and  others, whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  setting  forth,  that  the  said  Mills  died  intestate,  seized  of 
a  real  and  personal  estate,  and  indebted  to  a  considerable  amount :  That  the  administrators  have  sold  all  the  personal 
estate,  which,  with  the  debts  due  to  the  intestate,  will  not  be  sufficient  to  discharge  the  debts  due  from  him;  and  that 
his  heir  at  law  is  a  native  of,  and  resident  in  the  island  of  Great  Britain;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  authoris- 
ing the  administrators  to  sell  the  real  estate,  and  apply  the  purchase  money  to  the  discharge  of  his  debts. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  incorporating  trustees  for  establishing  and  conducting  a  semi- 
nary of  learning  at  the  town  of  Fincastle,  in  the  county  of  Botetourt;"  and  that  Messrs.  Hancock,  Stuart,  Sayres, 
Daniel  Trigg,  Andrew  Moore,  and  John  Bowyer,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  regulating  the  appointment  of  delegates 
to  Congress ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Madison,  Tyler,  and  Meriwether  Smith,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Amherst,  to 
them  referred,  praying  that  so  much  of  an  act  of  Assembly,  as  relates  to  the  displacing  of  officers,  and  manner  of  ap- 
pointing others,  may  be  repealed,  and  the  former  militia  officers  continued ;  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of 
Amherst,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  act,  "entitled  an  act,  'for  amending  the 
several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections,"  as  relates 
to  the  mode  of  displacing  officers,  and  manner  of  appointing  others,  ought  to  be  repealed ;  and  that  the  officers  who 
were  displaced  and  removed  from  office  pursuant  thereto,  ought  to  be  reinstated  and  take  precedency  of  rank  agreea- 
bly to  the  dates  of  the  commissions  they  severally  held  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  said  recited  acts,  and  vacancies 
supplied  by  appointment  of  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  or  recommendations  from  the  re- 
spective county  courts. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Several  petitions  of  the  members  of  sundry  Presbyterian  societies,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  were 
presented  to  the  House,  and  road;  praying  that  the  engrossed  bill  "establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the 
christian  religion,"  nmy  not  be  enacted  into  a  law;  and  also,  that  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session,  "for  incorporating 
the  Protcslent  Episcopal  Church,"  may  be  repealed,  or  amended. 

Ordered,  Tlial  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  five  delegates  to 
represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress  for  one  year,  from  th«  first  Monday  in  the  present  month;  also,  of  a  judge 
of  the  General  Court,  in  the  room  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  Esq.  deceased;  of  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  or 
Council  of  State,  in  tlie  room  of  William  Nelson,  jun.  Es(|.  who  hath  resigned;  and  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western 
district,  in  the  room  of  Cyrus  Griffin,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned,  being  read; 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  same  be  ])ut  off  till  Tuesday  next. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Comnionwcallii ;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  the  act,  'concerning  ponsionors;"  "to  pr  vide  for  the  |>oor  of  the  se- 
veral counties  within  this  Commonwealth;"  and  "  to  postpone  the  collection  of  the  taxes  for  the  year  1785,"  being- 
read; 
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Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  November  14,  1785. 


Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a 
bill  "authorising  John  Miyo  the  younger,  to  build  a  toll  bridge  across  James  river;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  '  for  regulating  the  ap- 
pointment of  delegates  to  Congress ;''  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  regulating  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  Congress;"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Stuart  of  Fairfax,  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  giving  farther  time  to  the  proprietors  of  lots  in 
the  town  of  Bath,  to  make  improvements  thereon;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Suffolk;  ptay- 
ing  that  about  sixteen  acres  of  land  contiguous  to  the  said  town,  the  property  of  John  Cranberry,  may  be  annexed 
thereto;  and  that  trustees  may  be  appointed  for  the  said  town,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Suf- 
folk, is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Richard  Evers  Lee,  administrator  of  Samuel  Allyne,  deceased,  was  iresented  to  the  House,  and 
read;  setting  tbrth,  that  a  certain  Andrew  Sprowle,  who  was  indebted  to  the  deceased  in  a  considerable  sum,  very- 
early  in  the  war  joined  the  British  troops;  in  consequence  of  which  his  whole  estate  was  confiscated,  and  the  money 
arising  from  the  sale  thereof  deposited  in  the  treasury ;  and  praying  that  the  treasurer  may  be  directed  to  pay  him 
the  amount  of  the  said  debt. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Thomas  Walker;  praying  that  the  register  may  be  directed  to  receive 
the  surveys  of  sundry  tracts  of  land  on  the  western  waters,  and  grant  patents  thereupon  to  those  who  have  settled 
upon  the  same,  under  purchases  from  the  Loyal  and  Greenbrier  Companies  ;  and  that  the  county  surveyors  may  be 
authorised  to  resurvey  several  small  tracts  of  land,  the  plats  and  surveys  of  which  were  accidentally  destroyed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  Moffett,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  tlie  execution  of  a  judgment  ob- 
tained against  him  as  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Fauquier,  for  the  balance  of  the  specific  tax  for  the  year  1782  and 
1783,  may  be  stayed  until  ihe  first  day  of  May  next. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Hendricks ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1781,  in  compliance  with  the  earnest  request 
of  the  quarter-master  of  the  State,  he  purchased  for  the  public  service  a  number  of  horses,  and  was  compelled  from 
(he  great  depreciation  of  the  paper  money,  to  agree  to  pay  for  the  same  in  tobacco ;  that  he  was  never  able  to  pro- 
cure from  the  quarter-master  either  money  or  tobacco  to  fulfil  iiis  engagements,  and  is  now  called  upon  in  his  indl- 
\idual  capacity;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  exonerated  therefrom. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be'referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  tliat  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  and  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  of  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  Falmouth  and  Port  Royal,  wiiose 
names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  under  the  laws  now  in  force, 
there  is  no  provision  for  the  relief  of  unfortunate  and  unsuccessful  traders,  whose  persons  and  property  are  now  sub- 
ject to  confinement  and  seizure  by  the  first  creditor  who  makes  his  demand;  that  they  consider  that  justice  and  hu- 
manity require,  that  he,  whose  conduct  has  been  irreproachable,  and  whose  failure  is  owing  to  unavoidable  accident, 
should  be  exempted  from  further  prosecution,  upon  making  an  equal  surrender  and' division  of  his  property;  and  pray- 
ing that  an  act  may  pass  to  tliat  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  and  memorial  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce;  that  they  do  examine 
tlie  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth 
river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  North  Carolina ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Ronald,  Coles,  Madison,  and  Patteson.  do  prepare 
bring  in  the  same. 

On  a  motion  made, 
P  6 
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Ordered,  That  tlie  comraiitee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  be  discharged  from  pro- 
reeding  upon  the  memorial  of  the  convention  of  the  district  of  Kentucky;  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Madison,  Henry  Lee,  Bullitt,  Ronald,  Carrington,  Alexander  White,  Corbin,  Page,  Meriwether  Smith,  and  Prenlis, 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  whose  names  are  thereiuito  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  have  seen  and  duly  considered  the  engrossed  bill  published  by 
order  of  the  House  of  Delegates  at  their  last  session,  "establishing  a  provision  for  the  christian  religion,"  and  highly 
disapprove  thereof  as  repugnant  to  equal  religious  liberty  and  the  true  interests  of  Christianity ;  and  praying  that  the 
said  bill  may  not  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Also,  sinidry  memorials  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the  same  effect. 
Also,  a  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Fairfax,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to 
the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Surry,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  setting 
forth,  that  thev  have  seen  and  highly  approve  of  the  bill  "  establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christian 
reli"-ion,;"  that  thev  conceive  it  to  be  consistent  with  the  principles  of  equal  liberty,  tending  to  promote  the  great  in- 
terests of  religion,'and  founded  on  the  experience  and  practice  of  all  christian  nations;  and  praying  that  the  said  bill 
may  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions,  memorials  and  remonstrance  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  regulating  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  Congress ;" 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be  "an  act,  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  delegates  to 
represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  IVIatthews  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  the  appointment  of  harbor  masters,  and  declaring  their 
duty;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Prentis  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  for  the  delegates  representing  this 
Commonwealth  in  Congress,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  prepared  the  same,  and  he  read  them  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

Whereas,  the  relative  situation  of  the  United  States  has  been  found  on  trial,  to  require  uniformity  in  their  com- 
mercial regulations,  as  the  only  effectual  policy  for  obtaining  in  the  ports  of  foreign  nations,  a  stipulation  of  privileges, 
reciprocal  to  those  enjoyed  by  the  subjects  of  such  nations  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States;  for  preventing  animosi- 
ties, which  cannot  fail  to  arise  among  the  several  States  from  the  interference  of  partial  and  separate  regulations ;  and 
for  deriving  from  commerce,  such  aids  to  the  public  revenue  as  it  ought  to  contribute  ;  and  whereas,  such  uniformity 
can  be  best  concerted  and  carried  into  effect  by  the  federal  councils,  which,  having  been  instituted  for  the  purpose  of 
managing  the  interests  of  the  States,  in  cases  which  cannot  so  well  be  provided  for,  by  measures  individually  pursued, 
ought  to  be  invented  with  authority  in  this  case,  as  being  within  the  reason  and  policy  of  their  institution; 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  representing  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  be  instructed  to  propose  in  Congress, 
a  recommendation  to  the  States  in  Union,  to  authorise  that  assembly  to  regulate  their  trade,  and  to  collect  a  revenue 
therefrom,  on  the  following  principles,  and  under  the  following  qualifications: 

1st.  That  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  be  authorised  to  prohibit  vessels  belonging  to  any  nation, 
which  has  no  commercial  treaty  with  the  United  States,  from  entering  any  of  the  ports  thereof,  or  to  impose  any  du- 
ties on  such  vessels  and  their  cargoes  which  may  be  judged  necessary:  all  such  proiiibitions  and  duties  to  be  uniform 
througliout  the  United  Slates,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  latter  to  be  carried  into  the  treasury  of  the  State  within  which 
they  shall  accrue. 

2,d.  That  over  and  above  any  duties  which  may  be  so  laid,  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled,  be  autho- 
rised to  collect  in  manner  ()rescribed  by  an  act  "  to  provide  certain  and  adequate  funds  for  the  payment  of  this  State's 
quota  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the  United  States,"  an  impost  not  exceeding  five  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all  goods, 
wares  and  merchandiies  whatsoever,  imported  into  the  United  States  from  any  foreign  ports;  such  impost  to  be  uni- 
form as  aforesaid,  and  to  be  carried  to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States. 

3d.  That  no  State  be  at  liberty  to  impose  duties  on  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandizes,  imported  by  land  or  by 
water  from  any  other  Slate,  but  may  altogether  prohibit  the  importation  from  any  other  State  of  any  particular  species 
or  description  of  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  of  which  tlie  importation  is  at  the  same  time  prohibited  from  all  other 
places  whatsoever. 

4th.  That  no  act  of  Congress  that  may  be  authorised,  as  hereby  proposed,  shall  be  entered  into  by  less  than  two 
thirds  of  the  confederated  States,  nor  be  in  force  longer  than  years,  unless  continued  by  a  like  proportion  of 

votes  within  one  year  immediately  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  said  period,  or  be  revived  in  like  manner  after  tiic 
expiration  thereof;  nor  shall  any  impost  whatsoever,  be  collected  by  virtue  of  the  authority  proposed  in  the  second 
article,  after  the  year  17     . 

And  the  said  iustriiciions  being  read  a  second  time  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  se'nni"ht. 
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Ordered,  That  the  public  printer  be  directed  to  strike  two  hundred  copies  of  the  foregoing  instructions,  lor  the 
use  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Garrard  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  repeal  the  act,  entitled,  'an  act  to  provide  for  the  more 
effectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  bs.  per  hundred  acres,  on  lands  granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  mo- 
ney arising  therefrom;  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time.         ^ 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  postpone  the  collection  of  the  tax  for  1785;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Thruston  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Friday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
said  bill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  authorising  the  treasurer  to  receive  specie  into  the  pub- 
lic treasury  by  weight,"  with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  also,  to  the  bills. JT 
"to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  until  the  first  Monday^ 
in  November  next;"  "for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Landon  Carter  in  the  county  of  Fauquier;"  "  vestinc; 
the  estate  of  Matthew  Worable,  deceased,  in  trustees,  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  his  children ;"  "  to  repeal  the  act  of 
Assembly  'for  establishing  the  town  of  Walkertown ;"  "for  the  naturalization  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette;"  and 
"for  reviving  and  continuing  the  act,  'for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service."  And 
then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Cabell : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  requesting  the  Governor  to  lay  the  proceedings  ofM* 
the  Executive  before  the  General  Assembly;  authorising  the  Governor  to  draw  out  of  the  public  treasury  money  for 
the  purpose  of  binding  and  distributing  the  revisal  of  the  laws  now  in  force;  directing  the  auditors  to  proceed  in  the 
liquidation  of  ofiicers'  and  soldiers'  accounts ;  authorising  the  Governor  to  draw  on  the  treasurer  for  a  sufficient  sum 
of  money  for  completing  the  statue  of  General  Washington;  directing  the  auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  survey  James  river;  and  for  instructing  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress  to  move  for 
the  appointment  of  a  commissioner  to  settle  the  accounts  of  this  State  for  defending  the  western  country.  And  then 
he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  authorising  the  treasurer  to  re- 
ceive specie  into  the  public  treasury  by  weight;"  and  the  same  being  read,  veas  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  "for 
punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the 
said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  a  farther  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the 
same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  w  ill,  on  Friday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
said  bill. 

A  bill,  "to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  'an  act  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  five  shillings  per 
hundred  acres,  on  lands  granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom, "  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  the  act  concerning  pensioners;"  "  to  provide  for  the  poor  of  the 
several  counties  within  this  Commonwealth;"  and  "to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs;" 
being  read. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  same  be  put  off  till  Friday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  15,  1785. 


A  bill,  "authorising  John  Maj-o  the  younger,  to  build  a  toll  bridge  across  James  River;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "for  giving  furtiier  time  to  the  proprietors  of  lots  in  the  town  of  Bath,  to  make  improvements  thereon;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "for  the  appointment  of  harbor  masters,  and  declaring  iheir  duty;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  order- 
ed to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Simms,  Matthews,  Stewart  of  Botetourt,  Wills,  and  Carter  Bassett  Harrison. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  enclosing  a  statement  of  the 
national  debt,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  fiom  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "concerning  the  taxes  due  in  the  county  of  Rockingham  for  the  year  1784;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  lime,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison:  -  ,     .      ^  r< 

•^       Mr.  Speaker, The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  directing  the  auditors  to  receive  the  affidavit  of  Gen- 
eral Charles  Harrison,  as  a  voucher  for  the  disbursement  of  a  sum  of  public  money.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  William  Watkins,  Alexander  White,  Thomas  Smith,  Wilson  Cary 
Nicholas,  Nelson,  Prentis,  Briggs,  Thornton,  and  Carter  Bassett  Harrison. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Suffolk  and  county  of  Nansemond,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  that  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  which  was  formerly  estab- 
lished in  the  said  town,  and  which  was  discontinued  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  the   warehouses,  may  be 

revived.  i      .      j-  l        -j 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  common  council  of  the  town  of  Alexandria ;  praying  that  some  lands  adjacent  to  the  said 
^own,  the  property  of  individuals,  may  be  annexed  thereto,  and  laid  off  into  lots  and  streets,  agreeable  to  the  bounds 
'therein  expressed,  and  in  conformity  to  the  original  plan  of  the  said  town. 

Also,  a  petition  of  David  Griffin,  clerk,  in  opposition  thereto,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  lands  of  the  petitioner 
which  are  adjacent  to  the  said  town. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  minister  and  vestry  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the   parish  of  Fairfax,  in  the 
county  of  Fairfax;  setting  forth,  that  if  the  plan  proposed  by  the  common  council  of  the  town  of  Alexandria  for  en- 
larging the  same  should  be  adopted,  the  said  parish  will  be  deprived  of  a  great  part  of  a  lot  of  land,  which  they  now 
hold,  and  on  which  one  of  tlie  parish  churches  is  erected  ;  and  praying  that  the  said  lot  may  be  excepted,  and  not  sub- 
■^Iject  to  the  regulations  proposed  by  the  said  plan. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Harper,  Charles  Simms,  Leven  Powell  and  James  Keith;  in  opposition  to  the  said  pe- 
tition of  the  common  council  of  the  town  of  Alexandria. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Henry  Banks ;  praying  that  the  treasurer  may  be  directed  to  deliver  to  him  sundry  military  cer- 
tificates which  he  lodged  in  the  treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  land  warrants,  after  a  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  had  passed,  which  prohibited  the  farther  issuing  of  such  warrants. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  George  Taylor  and  James  Madison,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  the)-, 
with  several  others,  were  appointed  by  two  acts  of  Assembly  passed  before  the  late  revolution,  trustees  to  sell  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  the  county  of  Orange,  whereof  Harry  Beverley  was  seized  in  fee  tail;  that  they  have  executed  the 
irust  reposed  in  tiiem,  by  selling  the  lands  and  collecting  part  of  the  money,  and  applying  it  agreeably  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  said  act ;  and  praying  that  commissioners  may  be  appointed  to  examine  their  accounts,  and  make  them  a 
reasonable  allowance  for  their  trouble;  and  that  they  may  be  authorised  to  assign  the  securities  now  remaining  in  thei: 
hands,  to  the  heir  at  law  of  the  said  Harry  Beverley. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Alexander  Wylly,  was  presented  to  tlie  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  performed  the  office 
of  keeper  of  the  seal,  from  the  year  1777  to  the  year  1781,  and  has  never  received  any  reward  for  his  services;  and 
praying  that  some  reasonable  compensation  may  be  made  to  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Roberts;  setting  forth,  that  in  December  1778,  he  was  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Illinois  regiment,  in  which  he  continued  till  the  month  of  March  1780;  that  he  laid  the  pretensions  of  himself  and 
rompaiiy,  to  a  bounty  of  lands,  before  the  commissioners  appointed  to  examine  them,  which  were  wholly  refused  b} 
the  said  commissioners,  without  just  cause;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  tliat  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thompson  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Saturday  next,  and 
Mr.  Nicholas  until  Tuesday  fortnight. 

Mr.  Prentis  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  tlie  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  examined  an  enrolled  bill  to  tliem  referred,  and  found  it  to  be  truly  enrolled. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate,  for  their  examination. 

A  petition  ol  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Montgomery,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  have  considered,  as  far  as  they  are  able,  in  all  its  consequences, 
a  bill  "  cstablisiiing  a  provision  for  llie  teachers  of  tlie  christian  religion,"  published  by  order  of  the  last  Assembly  for 
pubhc  consideration;  tliat  they  higlily  disapprove  thereof  as  impolitic,  unjust  and  oppressive,  and  of  dangerous  influ- 
ence on  rehgion;  and  praying  tiiat  the  said  bill  may  not  be  enacted  into  "a  law. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  persons,  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Frederick  county,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  memorial  and  remonstrance  of  sundrv  persons,  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth,  whose  liames  arc  thereun- 
to subscribed,  to  the  same  efleci . 


Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions,  memorial  and  remonstrance,  be  referred  to  the  committee  oJ'  ilie  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  an  enrolled  bill,  and  find  it  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  it  is  signed  by 
their  Speaker;  and  he  delivered  in  the  same.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  then  signed  the  following  enrolled  bill : 

"An  act,  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  represent  this  CommonweaUh  in  Congress,  until  the  1st 
Monday  in  November  next." 

The  House  then  proceeded,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of 
five  delegates  to  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  until  the  1st  Monday  in  November  next;  and  the  mem- 
bers having  prepared  tickets  with  the  names  of  the  persons  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes, 
Messrs.  Madison,  Wilkinson,  Ronald,  Alexander  White,  Turberville  and  Matthews,  were  nominated  a  committee  to 
meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and 
report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew,  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House,  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord-4^ 
ing  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  !j«llo( 
boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Williairl  Grayson,  James  Monroe,  Edward  Car- 
rington  and  Henry  Lee,  jun.  Esquires. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the  choice  of  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Council  of 
State,  in  the  room  of  Wdliam  Nelson,  jun.  Esq.  who  hath  resigned;  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets,  with 
the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Tyler,  Madison  and  Page. 
were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them 
to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew ;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House,  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord-i* 
ing  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  balhil; 
boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Carter  Braxton,  Esq. 

The  House  then  proceeded  in  the  same  manner,  to  the  choice  of  a  judge  of  the  General  Court,  in  the  room  of 
Bartholomew  Dandridge,  Esq.  deceased  ;  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  name  of  the  person  to 
be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  Tyler  and  Read,  were  nominated  a  committee  to 
meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and 
report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew ;  and  after  some  time  returned  to  the  House,  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord-i* 
ing  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot  ' 

boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Henry  Tazewell,  Esq. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the  choice  of  a  chief  justice  for  the  western  district,  in  the 
room  of  Cyrus  Griffin,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned;  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  name  of  the  per- 
son to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  James  Garrard,  John  Bowyer  and  Alexander 
White,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with 
them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majoi'ity  of  votes  should  fall. 

The  committee  then  withdrew;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House,  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord-"'^ 
ing  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  ballot^l^ 
boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  George  Muter,  Esq. 

On  a  motion  made,  >/ 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Fitch,  be  discharged  from  farther  pro-      '^  ' 
ceeding  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaicer, — The  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  authorisinglf 
■llie  treasurer  to  receive  specie  into  the  public  treasury,  by  weight.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  securing  to  the  authors  of  literary  works  an  exclusive  pro- 
perty therein,  for  a  limited  time;"  and  that  Messrs.  Madison,  Page  and  Tyler,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  iheir  consideration  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Nansemond; 
praying  that  all  that  part  of  the  said  county,  lying  on  the  south  of  Blackwater  and  Nottoway  rivers,  may  be  added  to 
the  county  of  Southampton,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
loweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  (he  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  petition  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Tyler  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  General  Washington  was  referred,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,'  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon, 
Q  6 
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which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  aarain  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  I'oUowetli : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  an  act  ought  to  pass,  "for  changing  the  destination  of  the 
shares  in  the  Potomac  and  James  rivers  companies,"  vested  in  the  General,  by  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly.  ,    ,       m  m  ■       T»r    ,■ 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Tyler,  Madison, 
Bullitt,  Matthews,  Innes,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Braxton,  Prentis,  Simms,  Stith,  Stuart,  Archibald  Stuart,  and  Page,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  several  printed 
bills  contained  in  the  Revised  Code  of  laws,  as  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  tlie  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  IG,  1785. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "authorising  John  Mayo  the  younger,  to  build  a  toll  bridge  across  James  river;"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  authorising  John  Mayo  the  younger,  to  build  a 
toll  bridge  across  James  river." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  giving  further  time  to  the  proprietors  of  lots  in  the  town  of  Bath,  to  make  improvements 
•thereon;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  the  proprietors  of  lots 
in  the  town  of  Bath,  to  make  improvements  thereon." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  David  Stuart  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
A  bill,  "concerning  the  taxes  due  in  the  county  of  Rockingham  for  the  year  1784;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Ronald,  Wills,  Turberville  and  Hopkins. 

Mr.  Ronald  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river, 
to  Pasquotank  river,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
■llo  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  a  petition  of  Col.  Le  Maire,  a  French 
ofiicer,  who  entered  into  the  service  of  the  State  during  the  late  war ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  Claims. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  accompanying  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive, 
which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter,  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive,  do  lie  on  the  table. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 
1^       Mu.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  paying  certain  sums  of  money  to  John  Archer, 
•*%iiul  Agnes  May,  administratrix  of  Richard  May,  deceased.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  securing  to  the  authors  of  literary  works  an  exclusive 
property  therein,  for  a  limited  time;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond lime. 

Tlie  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  seve- 
ral printed  bills  contained  in  the  Revised  Code  of  laws,  as  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  and  after 
■pfsome  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  ciiair,  and  Mr.  Thruston  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  again  had  tiie  said  Kevised  Code  un<ler  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  following  bills,  to  wit:"' 
A  hill,  "to  arrange  the  counties  into  Senatorial  districts." 
A  bill,  "concerning  elections  of  members  of  General  Assembly." 

A  l)jll,  "empowering  one  of  tiic  Executive  Council  to  officiate  in  certain  cases  as  Lieutenant  Governor." 
A  bill,  "concerning  the  i)ul)lic  treasurer." 

A  bdl,  "for  the  ap|)ointmiiu  of  clerks  to  the  Governor  ai.d  Council." 
A  bill,  "  concerning  seamen." 

A  bdl,  "directing  the  course  of  descents;"  to  which  said  bills  they  had  made  several  amendments,  which  he  read 
ill  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  die' same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  HiiiKe. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bills,  with  the  amendments,  be  severally  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow   again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
Revised  Code. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pettus  luve  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Tyler  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  vesting  in  George  Wash- 
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ington,  Esq.  a  certain  interest  in  the  companies  established  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  James  and  Po- 
tomac rivers;"  and  tl'p  :    ue  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  rearl  a  second  time. 

Ordert  I,  Tiiai  Mr.  Porter  be  adtled  to  the  committees  for  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Claims. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  November  17,  1785. 


A  bill,  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  vesting  in  George  Washington,  Esq.  a  certain  interest  in  the  com- 
panies establislied  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  James  and  Potomac  rivers;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "for  securing  to  the  authors  of  literary  works  an  exclusive  property  therein,  for  a  limited  time;"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill,  "for  adding  part  of  the  i  ounty  of  Nanseinond  to  that  of  Southampton;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  bi   ,■  -ad  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henrj'  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill,  "  appointing  trustees  for  the  town  of  Suffolk,  and  for  enlarging  the  same ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  re^id  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  icported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  thtir  consideration  a  petition  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read, 
and.  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  minister  and  elders  of  the  German 
Lutheran  church  in  the  borough  of  Winchester,  praying  that  they  may  be  authorised  to  raise,  by  way  of  lottery,  a  sum 
of  money  not  exceeding  500/.  for  the  purpose  of  finishing  a  church  belonging  to  the  said  society  in  the  said  borough, 
is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuatit  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  the  resolution  upon  the  petition  of  William 
Boy<;e  was  re-committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  same  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deli- 
vered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  tlie  petitioner  was  called  into  service  in  the  year  1781,  and  acted  as  a  major  in 
a  body  of  light  infantry,  commanded  by  Col.  Alexander  Dick,  in  which  character  he  acquitted  himself  as  a  deserving 
and  good  ofiicer;  thai  that  particular  service  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  petitioner  to  keep  a  horse  in  the  field,  and 
that  he  equipped  himself  accordingly,  with  a  very  valuable  one  ;  that  his  commanding  officer  (Col.  Dick,)  being  or- 
dered upon  some  particular  duty  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  insisted  upon  the  loan  of  the  petitioner's  horse, 
and  accordingly  took  possession  of  him  ;  that  the  said  horse  was  stolen  from  Col.  Dick  whilst  executing  the  Mar- 
quis's orders,  and  has  never  been  recovered  by  the  petitioner,  who  is  in  very  indigent  circumstances. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  William  Boyce,  praying  to  be  paid 
by  tlie  public  the  value  of  his  said  horse,  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  cominittee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Johnson,  to  them  referred,  and  had 
agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Benjamin  Johnson  was,  on  tlie  4tli  day  of  March  1780,  commissioned 
deputy  surveyor  for  the  county  of  Yohogania,  and  qualified  thereto  in  April  1781. 

It  also  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Benjamin  Johnson  was,  on  the  12th  day  of  September  1783,  com- 
missioned surveyor  of  the  said  county  of  Yohogania;  that  he  hath  since  frequently  applied  to  several  magistrates,  the 
shnrirt"  and  clerk  of  the  said  county,  requesting  tiiem  to  hold  a  court  for  the  purpose  of  qualifying  to  his  commission, 
but  which  could  not  be  effected,  as  all  the  magistrates,  sheriff  and  clerk,  were  taken  into  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania, 
by  running  the  dividing  line  between  that  State  and  Virginia. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  a  certificate  of  the  late  clerk  of  Yohogania  court,  that  the  said  Ben- 
jamin Johnson  entered  into  bond,  dated  the  third  day  of  April  1783,  with  two  suflicient  securities,  in  the  penalty  of 
one  thousand  pounds,  payable  to  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  his  successors,  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  said  office  of  county  surveyor,  which  bond  is  lodged  among  the  records  of  the  said  county ;  that 


/ 


42 


tlie  said  clerk  had  administered  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  to  the  said  Benjamin  Johnson;  and  that  there  had  not 
been  a  court  held  for  the  said  county  since  the  date  of  his  commission. 
W  ■ "  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Benjamin  Johnson,  is  reasonable; 
-  and  that  an  act  oiip:ht  to  pass,  declarinc;  the  oath  taken,  and  bond  executed  by  the  said  Benjamin  Johnson,  as  sur- 
veyor for  the  said  county  of  Yohogania,  before  the  late  clerk  of  the  said  county  court,  to  be  as  good  and  valid  inlaw, 
as  if  the  same  had  been  "taken  and  executed  in  open  court. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Assembly. 

The  House,  accordin"-  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  seve- 
ral printed  bills  contained  in  tiie  Revised  Code  of  laws,  as  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice ;  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  Air.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had, 
accordin"-  to  order,  again  had  the  said  Revised  Code  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  a  further  progress  there- 
in, but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Tuesday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
the  said  Revised  Code. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor  respecting  certain  persons  from  the  coast  of  Bar- 
bary,  now  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  enclosing  a  letter  from  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  and  one  from 
the  secretary  of  that  body. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  Governor  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  the  rest  of  the  said  letters  and  papers  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickett  be  added  to  the  committees  for  Religion,  Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  Claims; 
and  Mr.  Thruston,  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  convention  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Hancock  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  for  establishing  and  conducting  a  seminary  of  learning  at  the 
town  of  Fincastle  in  the  county  of  Botetourt;  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

A  petition  of  Eleanor  Lawson,  executrix  of  John  Lawson,  deceased,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  set- 
ting forth,  that  a  negro  man  slave,  the  property  of  the  said  John  Lawson,  was  condemned  to  be  hanged  by  the  courts 
of  Westmoreland  county,  but  before  the  day  of  execution  arrived,  he  made  his  escape  from  jail,  and  has  not  since  been 
lieard  of;  and  praying  that  the  value  of  the  said  slave  may  be  paid  to  her. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Henrico,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read,  in  opposition  to  a  petition  presented  on  Saturday  last,  by  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  courts  of  the  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico;  praying  that  a  marked  boundary  line  may  be  run  between  the 
said  counties  along  the  main  run  of  Chickahominy  swamp. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Berwick,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment ;  praying 
that  be  may  be  allowed  a  bounty  in  lands. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Ronald  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "concerning  the  taxes  due  in  the  county  of  Rock- 
ingham, for  tlic  year  1784,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their 
consideration,  and  had  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  remonstrance  of  several  Baptist  churches,  assembled  by  their  representatives  in  general  association,  in  the 
county  of  Orange,  on  the  17th  of  September  last,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  containing  sundry  resolu- 
tions of  that  body,  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  published  by  or  ler  of  the  House  of  Delegates  at  the  last  session,  "  estab- 
lishing a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religion  ;"  also,  stating  sundry  objections  to  the  acts,  "  for  incor- 
porating tlic  Protestant  Episcopal  church,"  and  "granting  certain  exclusions  to  Quakers  and  IMenouists;"  all  which 
iheyjconsider  as  repugnant  to  sound  policy,  equal  liberty,  and  the  true  interests  of  religion;  and  concluding  with  a  hope 
that  a  general  assessment  may  not  receive  the  sanction  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Also,  u  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hanover,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  in  oppo- 
sition to  a  general  assessment  for  the  purposes  of  religion. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Princess  Anne,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
to  the  same  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  remonstrance  and  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commouwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Wilson  Gary,  Sherwin,  Clarke  of  Prince  Edward,  and  William  Garrard,  have  leave  to 
be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Monday  se'nnight ;  and  Mr.  Meriwether  Smith,  until  Thursday  next. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  lo-morrow  moriung,  H  o'clock. 
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An  engrossed  bill,  *•  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act,  for  vesting  in  George  Washin?;ton,  Esq.  a  Certain  inte- 
rest in  the  companies  established  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  James  and  Potomac  rivers;"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  vesting  in 
George  Washington,  Esq.  a  certain  interest  in  the  companies  established  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation 
of  James  and  Potomac  rivers." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  TyleF  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  securing  to  the  authors  of  literary  works  an  exclusive  property  therein,  for  a  limited 
time ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  securing  to  the  authors  of  literary  works  an 
exclusive  property  therein,  for  a  limited  time." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  concerning  the  taxes  due  in  the  county  of  Rockingham,  for  the  year  1784 ;"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  the  taxes  due  in  the  county  of  Rock- 
ingham, for  the  year  1784." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "for  adding  p^rt  of  the  county  of  Nansemond,  to  that  of  Southampton;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  aiid  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  appointing  trustees  for  the  town  of  Suffolk,  and  for  enlarging  the  same;"  was  read  the  second  time,  J 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time.  * 

A  bill,  "incorporating  trustees  for  establishing  and  conducting  a  seminary  of  learning  at  the  town  of  Fincastle, 
in  the  county  of  Botetourt ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Williamson  Ball,  Eggleston,  Garland  and  Taylor,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  ser- 
vice of  this  House,  until  Monday  se'nnight. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Amelia,  whose  names  are,  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  have  seen  and  considered  a  bill  published  by  order  of  the  House  of 
Delegates  at  their  last  session,  "  establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religion,"  and  highly  dis- 
approve of  the  same,  as  opposed  to  the  true  interest  of  religion,  and  contrary  to  sound  policy;  and  praying  that  the 
said  bill  may  not  be  enacted  into  a  l;uv. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of  Amelia,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
to  the  contrary  effect;  and  praying  that  the  said  bill  may  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  Thomas  Goode,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a 
resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was 
again  twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  David  Patteson,  Esq.  and  also  from  a  certificate  under  the 
hand  of  Col.  Robert  Goode,  that  in  the  year  1781,  when  this  country  was  invaded  by  the  British  troops,  the  petitioner, 
with  a  number  of  others  in  the  militia  of  Chesterfield  county,  were  ordered  upon  duty;  tiiat  Major  Langburne,  then 
an  aid-de-camp  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was  at  that  time  reconnoltering  and  patroling  the  enemy's  lines,  and  took 
the  petitioner  under  his  command;  that  whilst  engaged  in  that  service  they  were  taken  prisoners  by  a  party  of  the 
enemy,  who  also  took  from  the  petitioner  a  valuable  bay  mare  and  accoutrements. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Thomas  Goode,  praying  to  be 
paid  by  t!ie  public  for  the  loss  of  the  said  mare  and  accoutrements,  be  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Cabell : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  authorising  the  Executive  to  liquidate  a  claim  ofjt 
David  Ross's  against  the  public.     And  then  he  withdrew.  ' 

A  petition  of  Jolni  Lewis,  on  behalf  of  his  daughter  Mildred,  and  of  Thornton  Washington,  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  by  an  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1778,  all  tlie  lauds  whereof  John 
Thornton,  of  the  county  of  Caroline,  died  seized,  were  vested  in  trustees,  who  were  authorised  to  sell  the  same,  and 
apply  the  money  arising  therefrom,  as  therein  directed ;  that  they  accordingly  sold  the  said  lauds,  which  were  pur- 
chased by  General  Woodford  and  John  Taliaferro,  who  were  interested  in  the  same  degree  with  the  petitioners;  that 
although  the  lands  were  sold  for  ready  money,  no  payment  was  made  until  17  months  had  elapsed,  when  the  paper  cur- 
rency was  considerably  depreciated,  and  then,  of  only  one-fourth  of  the  purchase  money  :  that  another  fourth  was  after- 
wards paid  in  the  month  of  December  1781,  after  an  act  had  passed  for  funding  the  paper  currency ;  and  praying  that 
the  act  first  mentioned  may  be  repealed,  and  that  the  said  lands  may  be  revested  in  trustees  for  the  purpose  ot  selling 
the  same,  upon  the  purchase  money  being  repaid  to  the  said  Woodford  and  Taliaferro. 
R  6 
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Ordered,  That  tlie  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill, 
"  to  postpone  the  collection  of  the  tax  for  the  year  1785;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report 
when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  amend  the  act,  'concerning  pensioners;"  "  to  provide  for  the  poor  of  the  seve- 
ral counties  within  this  Commonwealth;"  "for  punishing  certain  oflences  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  pow- 
ers;" and  "  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  more  eflectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  5s.  per  hundred  acres  oa 
lands  granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  November  19,  1785. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 
'         Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill,  "  for  giving  further  time  to  the  proprietors  of  lots  in  the 
town  of  Bath  to  make  improvements  thereon."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  appointing  trustees  for  the  town  of  Suffolk,  and  enlarging  the  same;"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  he,  "an  act,  for  appointing  trustees  for  the  town  of  Suffolk, 
and  enlarging  the  same." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  adding  part  of  Nansemond  county  to  that  of  Southampton;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  adding  part  of  the  county  of  Nansemond  to 
that  of  Southampton." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  incorporatinc;  trustees  for  establishing  and  conducting  a  seminary  of  learning  at  the  town  of 
Fincastle,  in  the  county  of  Botetourt;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  incorporating  trustees  for  establishing  and  con- 
ducting a  seminary  of  learning  at  the  town  of  Fincastle  in  the  county  of  Botetourt." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Thomas  Walker,  to  them  referred ;  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  for 
Courts  of  Justice ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  a  petition  of  the  administrators  and  sundry  creditors  of  John 
Mills,  late  of  the  county  of  Fairfax,  deceased,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  reso- 
lution tiiereupon,  whicii  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  tiic  House,  as  foUoweth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  John  Mills  died  in  the  year  1783  intestate  and  seized  of  aconsidera- 
iblo  real  and  personal  estate;  that  his  administrators  have  sold  his  personal  estate;  but  the  money  arising  from  the 
sale  liureof,  will  by  no  means  be  adequate  to  the  payment  of  his  debts. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  James  Mills,  late  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  deceased,  devised  to  the 
said  John  Mills  a  part  of  his  debts,  which  when  collected,  will  amount  to  a  considerable  sum,  but  as  these  debts  are 
m  the  hands  of  various  persons,  and  several  legacies  to  a  considerable  amount  are  to  be  previously  paid,  there  is  no 
prospect  of  the  administrators  receiving  any  part  of  them  for  many  years. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  heir  at  law  of  the  said  John  Mills,  is  a  native  of,  and  resident  ia 
the  Island  of  Great  IJritain,  and  that  his  real  estate  was  escheated  to  the  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  administrators  and  creditors 
of  the  said  John  Mills,  praying  thai  the  administrators  may  be  authorised  to  sell  the  lands  whereof  he  died  seized, 
and  apply  the  money  arising  therefrom  to  the  payment  of  his  just  debts  In  a  regular  course  of  adaiiuistration,  is  rea- 
sonable; ajid  that  the  said  administrators  shall,  as  soon  as  they  receive  the  legacy  devised  to  him,  the  said  John  Mills, 
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pay  into  the  public  treasury  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  equal  to  the  sum  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  lands  applied 
by  them  to  the  discharge  of  his  debts,  after  deducting  a  reasonable  allowance  for  their  expenses  and  trouble. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Matthews  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "for  the  appointment  of  harbor  masters,  and  de- 
claring their  duty,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  conside- 
ration, and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,   That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Bullitt  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  proprietary  office  in  that 
part  of  the  State  called  the  Northern  Neck;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Mon-  ^f 
day  se'nnight. 

Mr.  Matthews  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  according  to  order,  an  amendment  agreed  to 
yesterday,  to  the  bill  "to  postpone  the  collection  of  the  tax  for  1785 ;"  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  it  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put  to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  from  the  word  "  whereas," 
to  the  end  of  the  bill,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following  words,  "  from  the  apparent  scarcity  of  circulating  spe- 
cie, the  sudden  and  great  fall  of  our  staple  commodity,  together  with  the  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of  our  trade,  it 
is  found  impracticable,  without  involving  the  people  in  too  great  and  deep  distress,  to  collect  from  them  the  one  half 
tax  levied  for  the  year  1785,  by  an  act,  entitled  "an  act,  to  discharge  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  from  the  pay- 
ment of  one  half  the  revenue  tax  for  the  year  1785  ;"  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  by  remitting  of  the  said 
tax,  the  people  will  be  hereafter  enabled  to  pay  the  revenue  taxes  with  more  ease  and  punctuality;  and  that  such  pay- 
ment may  answer  the  exigencies  of  government ; 

"5e  it  therefore  enacted,  That  the  said  recited  act,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  levying  and  collecting  the  said  one 
half  tax,  be  repealed. 

"  And  whereas,  It  is  supposed  that  the  sheriffs  and  collectors  may  in  some  instances  have  collected  the  said  tax, 
or  a  part  thereof; 

"5e  it  therefore  further  enacted.  That  the  respective  sheriffs  and  collectors  of  the  said  tax,  shall  pay  into  the  trea- 
sury of  this  Commonwealth,  all  suras  of  money  or  facilities  of  whatever  kind,  as  the  case  may  be,  which  they  shall 
have  so  collected  or  received. 

"  And  the  more  effectually  to  discover  and  prevent  impositions  on  the  people  by  the  sheriffs ; 

"Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  court  of  each  county  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  call  on 
their  several  sheriffs  to  make  up  an  account  upon  oath,  of  the  several  sums  of  money  and  facilities  they  have  received  in 
part  of  the  said  tax  now  remitted,  distinguishing  of  whom  received,  the  time  of  payment,  and  the  amount  of  pay- 
ments on  that  account  to  the  treasurer,  to  remain  in  such  court  for  the  satisfaction  of  all  persons  interested  therein. 
And  the  said  courts  are  hereby  required  to  furnish  immediately  such  statement,  so  exhibited  by  the  sheriffs  or  collec- 
tors, to  the  solicitor,  that  he  ma/  know  on  what  sheriffs  or  collectors  to  call  for  the  payment  of  all  monies  or  facilities 
they  may  have  received  from  the  people. 

"  And  that  such  payments  may  afford  to  the  people  that  benefit,  which  they  may  have  a  right  to  expect; 

"Be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  all  sums  of  money  or  facilities  so  paid  to  the  sheriffs  or  collectors,  the  persons  so 
paying  the  same,  shall  have  a  right  in  their  next  payment  of  taxes,  to  demand  the  principal,  and  an  interest  of  five  per 
centum  per  annum,  from  the  time  such  payment  was  made,  to  the  time  of  collecting  the  next  revenue  tax ;  which  the 
sheriffs  and  collectors  are  hereby  required  to  allow  to  all  sucii  persons ;  and  in  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  with  the 
treasurer,  the  said  five  per  cent,  interest  shall  be  allowed  them." 

A^es,     52.  Noes,     42. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  John  Bowyer,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Carrington  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  amendment,  be  insert- 
ed in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  Elffirraative  are,  the  honorable  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  Speaker;  Hugh 
Rose,  Michael  Bowyer,  John  Trigg,  Robert  Clarke,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  Hickt-nson  Barksdale,  John 
Clarke,  Charles  Moil,  Talbot,  Edmund  Read,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Joseph  Jones,  William  Gatewood,  Thomas 
Siiith,  George  Clendinnen,  Jeremiah  Pate,  Ralph  Humphreys,  Isaac  Vanmiter,  Parke  Goodall,  Garland  Anderson, 
George  Jackson,  John  Prunty,  John  Dillard,  John  Rentfro,  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  Wilham  Dudley,  Carter  Braxton, 
James  Ball,  jun.  WilUam  White,  Thomas  Johnson,  Christopher  Robertson,  Wdliam  Curtis,  David  Scott,  William 
Pettijohu,  Robert  Sayres,  Daniel  Trigg,  William  Hartwell  Macon  John  Gordon,  Abraham  Beachum,  Charles  Porter, 
BLiijamin  Laikford,  Richard  Bibb,  Edward  Bland,  George  Lee  TurberviUe,  Andrew  Monre,  John  Bowyer,  John 
Hopkins,  Gawin  Hamilton,  Thomas  Ridley,  George  Stubblefield,  John  Whitaker  Willis,  Richard  Gary  and  Richard 
Lee. 
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The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  John  Cropper,  Joshua  Fry,  Zachariah  Johnston,  Moses  Hun- 
ter, Georae  Hancocli,  Archibald  Siuirt,  Tlionas  Cla, borne,  John  Tyler,  Ddvid  Paiieson,  Bernard  Markham,  Edv.ard 
Cn'rringlon,  Miles  King,  Charles  Simms,  Dav.d  Stuart,  William  Pickett,  Elias  Wills,  Charles  Mynn  Thrustoii,  Alex- 
ander While,  John  Page,  Edmund  Wilkins,  Isaac  Coles,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  John  ivlayo,  William  Thornton, 
Francis  Peyton,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Corbin,  Willis  Riddick,  Willis  Wilson,  Da.uel  Sandford,  Griffin  Stith, 
James  Madison,'  William  Ronald,  Edmund  Ruffin,  Cuthbert  Bullitt,  Anthony  Walker,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  John 
Howell  Briags,  Andrew  Kincannon,  Nathaniel  Nelson,  James  Innes  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mr.  Speaker, The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "authorising  John  Mayo  the  younger,  to  bnild  atoll 

bridge  across  James  river,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  "to  secure  to  the 
authors  of  literary  works  an  exclusive  property  therein,  for  a  limited  time,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  also  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  and  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  vesting  in  George  Washington, 
'  Esq.  a  certain  interest  in  the  companies  established  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  James  and  Potomac 
rivers."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  the  act,  'concerning  pensioners;"  "to  provide  for  the  poor  of  the  se- 
veral counties  within  this  Commonvvealth ;"  "for  punishing  certain  ofiences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain 
powers;"  and  "to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  5s.  per  hundred  acres 
on  lands  granted  by  patent,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  November  21,  1785. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "for  the  appointment  of  harbor  masters,  and  declaring  their  duty;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
.md  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  the  appointment  of  harbor  masters,  and  de- 
rlaring  their  duty." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  postpone  the  collection  of  the  tax  for  the  year  1785  ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

And  engrossed  clause  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill  by  way  of  ryder,  to  empower  the  solicitor  general 
to  move  for,  and  obtain  judgment  for  the  penalty  of  the  bond  given  by  any  sheriff  or  collector,  who  should  fail  to  ren- 
der when  required,  an  account  of  the  taxes  by  him  already  collected. 

And  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  read  three  times  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
to  be  added  to  the  said  bill  by  way  of  ryder. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  with  the  ryder  do  pass; 

It  was  resolved  in  the  negative.  • 

Ayes,     48.  Noes,     50. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  bill  be  rejected. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  John  !\Iayo,  jun.  and  seconded  by  Mr.  John  Clarke  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  for  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  be  inserted  iu 
(he  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Michael  Bowyer,  John  Trigg,  Robert  Clarke,  Thomas  Ed- 
munds of  Brunswick,  llickcrson  Barksdale,  John  Clark,  Charles  Moil  Talbot,  Anthony  New,  Edmund  Read,  Carter 
Henry  Harrison,  William  Watkins,  William  Gatewood,  Thomas  Smith,  George  Clendinnen,  Jeremiah  Pate,  Ralph 
Huii.phreys,  Isaac  Vanmitcr,  Parke  Goodall,  Garland  Anderson,  George  Jackson,  John  Prunty,  John  Dillard,  John 
Knitlro,  John  Scaslnook  Wills,  William  Dudley,  Carter  Braxton,  William  White,  Thomas  Johnson,  Christopher  Ro- 
b<  rtsou,  William  Curtis,  William  Petiijolni,  Robert  Sayres,  John  Gordon,  Abraham  Beachum,  Charles  Porter,  Wil- 
liam Harrison,  Benjamin  Lankfor<l,  Richard  Bibb,  Edward  Bland,  Andrew  Moore,  John  Bowyer,  John  Hopkins, 
Gawin  Hamilton,  Thomas  Ridley,  George  Slubblefield,  John  Wliitaker  Willis,  Richard  Cary  and  Richard  Lee. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  John  Cropper,  Joshua  Fry,  Zachariah  Johnston,  Moses 
Hunter,  George  Hancock,  Archibald  Stuart,  John  Tyler,  David  Patteson,  Bernard  Markham,  Edward  Carrington, 
llinry  Fry,  Miles  King,  Charles  Simm-,  David  Stuart,  William  Pickett,  Christopher  Greenup,  George  Thompson, 
Elias  Wilis,  Alexander  Wliiu,.,  John  Page,  Edmund  Wilkins,  Isaac  Coles,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  John  Mavo,  jun. 
William  Norvell,  John  Roberts,  VVillii.in  'I'hormon,  Jajnes  Ball,  jun.  Francis  Peyton,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Joiui  Ed- 
wards, Benjau)ui  Logan,  Francis  Corbin,  Willis  Riddick,  William  Hartwell  Macon,  Willis  Wilson,  Daniel  Sandford, 
Gritliu  Stith,  James  Madison,  Edmund  Rudin,  Cuthbert  Bullitt,  James  Garrard,  l^liomas  Mann  Randolph,  Thomas 
Un.lerwood,  Antliony  Walke,  George  Lee  Turberville,  John  Howell  Brlggs,  Andrew  Kincannon,  Nathaniel  Nelson 
and  Thomas  .Matthews. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Bland : 
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Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  concerning  the  taxes  due  in  the  county  of  Rockingham,  tf 
for  the  year  1784."     And  then  he  withdrew.  '^ 

A  bill,  "  for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  proprietary  office,  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  the  Northern  Neck ;' 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  authorising  Jlr.  .Tohn  Mayo,  tht^A 
younger,  to  build  a  toll  bridge  across  James  river;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  M 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  securing  to  the  authors  of  lite- .^ 
rary  works  an  exclusive  property  therein,  for  a  limited  time;"  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to.  M 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Stiih,  Turberville,  and  James  Ball,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
enrolled  bills. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  RufSn  and  Lucas,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday 
next. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  the  act,  '  concerning  pensioners;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Carriiigton  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  hira  to  move  the  Housf 
for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Friday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  said 
bill. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  provide  for  the  poor  of  the  several  counties  within  this  Commonwealth;"  "for 
punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  and  "  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  'an  act, 
to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  bs.  per  hundred  acres,  on  lands  granted  by  patent;"  and  "  to 
appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Friday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  22,  1785. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  arrange  the  counties  into  Senatorial  districts ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass,  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  arrange  the  counties  into  Senatorial  districts." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  elections  of  members  of  General  Assembly;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass,  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  concerning  election  of  members  of  General  As- 
sembly." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "empowering  one  of  the  Privy  Council  to  officiate  in  certain  cases  as  Lieutenant  Governor;" 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass,  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  empowering  one  of  the  Privy  Council  to  officiate  in 
certain  cases  as  Lieutenant  Governor." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  the  public  treasurer;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  the  public  treasurer." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  the  appointment  of  clerks  to  the  Governor  and  Council ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  the  appointment  of  clerks  to  the  Governor  and 
Council." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  seamen;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  seamen." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "directing  the  course  of  descents;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  directing  the  course  of  descents." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  seve- 
ral printed  bills  contained  in  the  Revised  Code  of  laws,  as  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  ;"  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Corbin  reported,  that  the  committee  had, 
'  S   6 
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according  to  order,  had  the  said  Revised  Code  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  following  bills, 
'to  wit : 

A  bill,  "  concerning  wills,  the  distribution  of  intestates'  estates,  and  the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators." 
A  bill,  "  for  regulating  conveyances." 
I  A  bill,  "concerning  escheators." 

t         A  bill,  "to  prevent  frauds  and  perjuries." 

A  bill,  "concerning  the  dower  and  jointures  of  widows;"  to  which  said  bills  they  had  made  several  amendments; 
.which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
^agreed  to  by  the  House: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bills,  with  the  amendments,  be  severally  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  Revised  Code. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  iiis  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  ai)d  agreed  to  Ijy 
the  House,  as  followeth : 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Alexander  Wylly,  late  door-keeper  to 
the  Council;  praying  that  an  allowance  may  be  made  him  by  the  public,  for  extra  services  by  him  performed,  in  affix- 
ing, the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  to  all  patents  and  commissions  which  were  issued  from  the  Council  board,  between 
the  years  1777  and  1781,  be  rejected. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  MofTett,  late  sheriiTof  Fauquier 
county;  setting  forth,  that  in  consequence  of  the  misconduct  of  his  deputies,  he  has  been  unable  to  complete  his  collec- 
tion of  the  tax  due  in  the  said  county  of  Fauquier,  on  certain  enumerated  commodities,  for  the  years  1782  and  1783, 
and  that  the  solicitor  general  has  obtained  a  judgment  against  him  for  the  balance  of  the  said  tax;  and  praying  that  the 
execution  thereof  may  be  postponed  until  the  1st  day  of  May  next,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  2d  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  convention  of  the  district  of  Ken- 
tucky, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  come  to  several  reso- 
lutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
iigain  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

1 .  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  good  people  in  the  district  of  Kentucky, 
praying  that  the  said  district  may  be  separated  from  the  other  parts  of  the  State,  and  that  they  may  be  empowered  to 
establish  an  independent  government,  is  reasonable. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  right  to  all  kind  of  property  shall  be  secured  to  the 
citizens  of  this  State,  and  also  to  all  who  have  purchased  under  them. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  district  ought  to  be  answerable  for  their  just 
quota  of  this  State's  domestic  and  continental  debt. 

4.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Congress,  ought 
to  be  instructed  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  prevail  with  Congress  to  receive  the  said  intended  Stale  into  the  Union. 

The  said  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  prevent  the  sheriffs  from  making  distress  for  the  public 
taxes,  until  the  1st  day  of  March  next ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Tyler,  Braxton  and  Corbin,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize;" 
Jiid  that  Messrs.  Madison,  Innes,  Carrington,  Simms,  Alexander  VVIiite,  Stith,  Bullitt,  Tyler,  Stuart  and  Briggs,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Page  and  Thornton,  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  Messrs.  Dudley 
and  Edwards  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  and  Mr.  Pate  to  the  committees  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  Claims. 

rtlr.  Bullitt  reported,  from  the  committee  to  wiiom  tlie  bill  "  for  vesting  the  estate  of  John  Tyler,  deceased,  in 
Wdlmm  Tyler  the  younger,  was  connnitted,  that  the  conuniitee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their 
consideration,  and  bad  made  an  amendment  thereto,  wiiich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  t;d)le,  wli<r<'  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Orderid,  That  tlic  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  petition  of  Abraliaui,  a  mulatto  man  slave,  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Thomas  Bentley,  deceased,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  by  a  series  of  faithful  services  to  his  late  master,  he  so  far  gained 
his  confidence  and  aflrction,  that  be  was  frequently  entrusted  with  property  to  a  considerable  amount,  and  was  never 
treated  or  considereil  by  him  as  a  slave;  and  that  he  lias  great  reason  to  believe,  nothiiiiic  but  the  suddenness  of  his 
master's  death,  prevented  liim  I'rom  directing  his  emancipation,  either  by  will  or  deed;  and  praying  that  an  act  may 
pass  lor  his  manumission. 

Also,  a  petition  ol  sundry  persons,  lessees  of  the  lands  in  the  county  of  James  City,  called  the  Governor's  land; 
Seitmg  lortii,  that  by  a  late  act  of  Assembly  the  interest  of  the  public  in  the  said  land  was  transferred  to  the  College 
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©f  William  and  Mary,  the  professors  of  which  have  since  threatened  to  dispossess  them;  and  praying  tliat  their  inte- 
rest therein,  which  they  acquued  previous  to  the  late  revolution,  may  be  secured  to  them. 

Ordere.di  -Thait  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Benjamin  Johnson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  deputy  sheriff 
and  sole  collector  of  the  taxes  for  the  year  1782,  in  the  county  of  King  George,  and  notwithstanding  he  made  every 
exertion,  was  unable  to  complete  his  collection  in  time;  that  in  consequence  of  his  failure,  a  judgment  was  obtained 
against  him,  with  costs  and  damages;  and  praying  that  the  said  costs  and  damages  may  be  refunded. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Raleigh  Colston;  setting  forth,  that  in  tiie  year  1783,  his  agent  in  the  city  of  Richmond  was 
induced  by  a  perfect  confidence  in  public  securities,  to  dispose  of  a  large  quantity  of  merchandize  for  certificates  for. 
tobacco,  issued  under  certain  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  for  sundry  orders  of  the  then  Governor  upon 
the  treasurer  for  tobacco ;  and  praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for  paying  the  said  certificates  and  orders ;  or  if 
this  is  not  practicable,  that  lie  may  be  paid  the  interest  thereof. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Griffin  Peachy;  praying  that  compensation  may  be  made  to  him  for  the  loss  of  his 
storehouses  in  Amelia  county,  which  were  burnt  by  the  enemy  in  the  year  1781,  in  consequence  of  their  being  filled 
with  public  stores. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Evans;  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  directed  to  grant  him  a  warrant  for  the 
value  of  a  negro  man  slave,  who  was  condemned  to  suffer  death  by  a  court  martial,  for  giving  intelligence  to  the  ene- 
my in  the  year  1781. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  revive  an  act, 
entitled  *  an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mention- 
ed ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Frederick,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  a  new  public  road  from  the  pass  at  the  Blue  Ridge,  called  Ashby's 
Gap,  to  the  town  of  Dumfries,  may  be  made  greatly  nearer  than  the  present  road,  and  will  be  of  great  public  utility; 
and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  off,  open  and  establish  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Augusta,  Hampshire  and  Rockingham,  whose  names 
are  thereunto  subscribed ;  setting  forth,  that  they  suffer  great  inconveniences  and  hardship  from  the  present  situation 
of  their  respective  counties,  their  remote  situation  from  their  courthouses,  and  the  difficulty  and  danger  of  their  public 
roads ;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  separated  from  their  said  respective  counties,  and  united  to  each  other  and  form- 
ed into  a  distinct  county. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  society  of  Free  Masons,  lodge  No.  13,  in  the  city  of  Richmond;  praying  that  they  may 
be  authorised  to  raise  by  way  of  lottery,  a  sum  not  exceeding  1 500/.  for  the  sole  purpose  of  building  a  mason's  hall 
in  the  said  city. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Campbell  and  Amherst,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed,  praying  that  warehouses  may  be  erected  and  an  inspection  established  at  Lynch's  ferry  on  James 
river,  for  tobacco,  hemp  and  (lour. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  merchants  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subscribed,  in  opposition  to  a  petition  now  depending  for  the  removal  of  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Byrd's  ware- 
houses in  the  said  city,  to  Rocketts. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundi-v  inhabil^mts  on  the  south  branch  of  the  river  Potomac  in  the  county  of  Hampshire, 
whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  praying  that  they  may  be  authorised  to  remove  all  obstructions  of  fish  dams, 
weirs  and  other  impediments  injurious  to  the  navigation  of  the  said  river,  or  the  passage  of  fish,  and  to  prevent  all 
future  stops  therein. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of  Hampshire,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed ;  praying  that  a  water  grist  mill  erected  on  the  said  south  branch  of  Potomac,  the  property  of  Conrad  Hoff- 
man and  John  Hofl'man,  may  be  continued;  the  said  proprietors  erecting  a  gale  sufficient  for  the  passage  of  boats  and 
other  such  vessels. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Campbell,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  Joseph  Simon ;  setting  forth,  that  a  certain  Alexan- 
der M'Kee,  late  of  Pittsburg,  was  indebted  to  them  in  a  considerable  sum,  and  during  the  late  war  absconded  and 
joined  the  enemy,  leaving  an  estate  in  lands,  which  were  escheated  to  the  Commonwealtii,  and  by  an  act  of  Assembly 
granted  to  the  trustees  of  the  Trannsylvania  Seminary,  for  the  use  of  the  same,  without  any  provision  for  the  creditors 
of  the  said  M'Kee;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  tlie  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 
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WEDNESDAY,  November  23,  1785. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  vesting  the  estate  of  John  Tyler,  deceased,  in  William  Tyler  the  youmTIr;"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  vesting  the  estate  of  John  Tyler,  deceased, 
in  trustees,  for  certain  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  BuUitt  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned ;"  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Tyler  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  prevent  distress  being  made  by  the  sheriffs  of  this  Common- 
;vealth,  for  taxes  due  for  the  present  year,  until  March  next,  and  admitting  facilities  in  payment  thereof;"  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  tlie  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  lime. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a 
bill  "  to  authorise  the  raising  by  way  of  lottery,  a  sum  of  money  for  completing  a  church  in  the  borough  of  Win- 
chester ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "  for 
establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kinsale,  and  discontinuing  that  at  Rust's  warehouse,"  was  committed,  that  the  . 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  tlie  amendments,  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bibb  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Thursday  se'nnight ;  Mr. 
Claiborne,  until  Thursday  fortnight;  and  Mr.  Walke,  until  this  day  fortnight. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth  : 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Starke,  sen.  setting  forth,  that  in  the 
year  1781,  when  this  Slate  was  invaded  by  the  British  troops,  the  records  of  the  Superior  Courts  were  deposited  at 
his  house  in  Hanover  county,  as  a  place  of  security;  that  the  enemy  soon  after  encamped  on  his  plantation,  by  whom 
he  was  treated  with  great  severity,  and  plundered  of  property  to  a  considerable  amount,  owing,  as  he  believes,  to  the 
lodgment  of  the  records  aforesaid  at  his  house ;  and  praying  that  compensation  may  be  made  him  for  the  injuries  and 
losses  he  sustained,  in  consequence  of  his  endeavors  to  preserve  the  said  records,  be  rejected. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Joseph  Starke,  praj'ing  that  the  auditors 
of  public  accounts  may  be  directed  to  issue  a  warrant  in  his  favor  for  30/.,  being  the  sura  allowed  him  by  a  court  of 
Claims  held  for  Hanover  county,  for  a  horse  and  saddle  taken  from  him  by  the  British  troops  in  the  year  1781,  be 
rejected. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Eleanor  Lawson,  executrix  of  John  Law- 
son,  deceased,  setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  September  1779,  a  negro  man  slave  named  Joe,  the  property  of  the 
petitioner's  testator,  was,  by  the  court  of  Westmoreland  county,  condemned  to  be  hanged ;  that  alter  his  condemnation 
■he  Was  twice  reprieved  by  Gov.  Jefferson  ;  but  upon  a  third  application  for  a  further  reprieve,  it  was  positively  refused; 
that  before  the  day  appointed  for  the  execution  of  the  said  slave  arrived,  he  made  his  escape  from  the  jailer  of  the  said 
county,  and  to  retake  him  several  ineffectual  attempts  were  made ;  that  the  said  slave  has  not  been  heard  of  for  seve- 
ral years  past,  and  is  believed  to  be  dead ;  and  praying  to  be  paid  by  the  public  the  valuation  of  the  said  slave,  be 
rejected. 

4.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Johnson,  late  de- 
puty sheriff  of  the  county  of  King  George,  as  prays  the  ten  per  cent,  damages  on  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  by 
the  solicitor  for  the  balance  of  the  ta.xes  for  the  year  1782,  which  has  been  levied  and  collected  from  him  by  execution, 
may  be  refunded  to  him,  is  reasonable. 

5.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  petition  of  the  said  Benjamin 
Johnson,  as  prays  that  the  costs  of  the  said  judgment  may  also  be  refunded  to  him,  be  rejected. 

The  1st  and  3d  resolutions  being  severalty  read  a  second  time  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  same  committee. 

Tiie  2d,  4di,  and  5th  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lee  do  carry  the  4th  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Heiny  Harrison  reported,  from  thecomniittce  of  Propositions  and  Grievanres,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  consideration,  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  liad  come  to  several  resolutions 
tiirreupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  Common  Council  of  the 
town  of  Alexandria,  as  prays  that  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  adjoining  the  said  town  within  one  mile  wesiwardly  of 
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the  courthouse,  and  between  Great  Hunting  Creek  and  Four-mile  Run,  which  have  not  ah-cady  been  laid  ofl',  and 
which  may  hereafter  be  added  to  the  said  town,  may  be  compelled  to  lay  off  the  same  into  lots  and  streets,  agreeable 
to  the  original  plan,  is  reasonable. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  further  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  the 
streets  which  have  been  already  laid  off,  may  be  extended  in  their  present  direction  to  a  line  to  be  drawn  parallel  with 
Fairfax  street  one  mile  westwardly  of  the  courthouse,  and  southwardly  to  Great  Hunting  Creek,  and  northwardly  to 
Four-mile  Run,  or  Potomac  river,  as  the  case  may  require,  is  reasonable. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  the  street 
known  by  the  name  of  Washington  street,  laid  off  by  some  of  the  proprietors  to  sixty  feet  in  width  only,  may  be  en- 
larged to  one  hundred  feet  in  its  whole  extent,  is  reasonable. 

4.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  residue  of  the  said  petition,  praying  that  the  street 
called  Franklin  street,  may  be  continued  of  the  width  of  one  hundred  feet  in  its  whole  extent,  be  rejected. 

5.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  Reverend  David  Griffith,  praying  that 
he  may  receive  compensation  for  the  injury  his  property  may  sustain  by  widening  "Washington  street  in  the  said  town 
of  Alexandria,  is  reasonable. 

6.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  minister  and  vestry  of  the  Pro- 
testant Episcopal  Church  of  the  parish  and  county  of  Fairfax,  praying  that  a  lot  which  they  hold  in  trust  for  the  use 
of  the  said  parish,  and  on  which  a  church  is  erected  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  may  not  be  affected  by  the  extension 
of  Cameron  street,  is  reasonable. 

7.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Harper,  Charles  Simms,  Leven 
Powell  and  James  Keith,  in  opposition  to  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  town  of  Alexandria, 
as  prays  that  Franklin  street  may  be  continued  the  width  of  one  hundred  feet,  in  its  whole  e.\tent,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  se- 
veral printed  bills  contained  in  the  Revised  Code  of  laws,  as  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice ;  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Corbin  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  again  had  the  said  Revised  Code  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  following 
bills,  to  wit : 

A  bill,  "  for  the  preservation  of  the  estates  of  idiots  and  lunatics." 

A  bill,  "  providing  that  wrongful  alienations  of  lands  shall  be  void,  so  far  as  they  be  wrongful." 

A  bill,  "  for  levying  county  rates." 

A  bill,  "to  prevent  the  circulation  of  private  bank  notes." 

A  bill,  "  to  prevent  losses  by  pirates,  enemies,  and  others,  on  the  high  seas." 

A  bill,  "  concerning  estrays." 

A  bill,  "for  restitution  of  stolen  goods." 

A  bill,  "  for  preventing  infection  of  horned  cattle." 

A  bill,  "  for  improving  the  breed  of  horses." 

A  bill,  "  for  licensing  and  regulating  taverns." 

A  bill,  "  concerning  public  roads ;"  to  which  said  bills,  they  have  made  several  amendments,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bills,  with  the  amendments,  be  severally  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
Revised  Code. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  his  excellency  the 
Governor,  enclosing  the  petition  of  Col.  Le  Maire,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under 
tlieir  consideration,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Col.  Le  Maire,  with  the  several  pa- 
p'^rs  in  support  thereof,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Executive ;  and  that  they  be  empowered  to  examine  the  same,  and  to 
make  such  allowance  to  the  petitioner,  as  to  them  shall  appear  to  be  just  and  right,  to  be  paid  on  a  warrant  from  the 
Governor,  out  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  foreign  debts. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Friday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  Go- 
vernor or  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth  and  of  a  treasurer,  for  tlie  ensuing  year. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Catesby  Jones,  clerk  of  Northu  -'    rland  county,  to  them  referred,  and  had 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  aiid  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 
T  6 
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Besohed,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Catesby  Jones,  praying  that  the 
act,  entitled  "  an  «ct,  compelling  the  comity  court  clerks  to  reside  in  the  county,  and  to  prevent  them  (rom  removing 
the  records  out  of  the  same,  and  for  other  purposes,"  so  far  as  it  has  a  retrospective  operation,  may  be  amended,  is  rea- 
sonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts  of 
Justice,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  tiie  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Richard  Evers  Lee,  administrator  of  the  estate 
of  Samuel  Allyne,  deceased,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  anrl  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Samuel  Allyne  was  in  his  life  time,  seized  and  possessed  of  a  valuable 
tract  or  piece  of  land  in  the  town  of  Portsmouth  and  county  of  Norfolk ;  that  the  said  Allyne  being  indebted  to 
Andrew  Sprowle  the  sum  of  2b6/.  16s.  9d.,  for  secm-ing  the  same,  authorised  the  said  Sprowle  to  dispose  of  the  said 
laud,  who  accordingly  sold  tlie  same  in  the  year  1775,  to  a  certain  Roger  Stewart,  for  the  sumof  775/. ;  that  after  de- 
ducting the  said  suii/of  286/.  IGs.  9c?.,  the  said  Sprowle  gave  his  bond  to  the  said  Allyne  for  the  sum  of  48S/.  3s.  3d., 
the  balance  due  for  the  sales  of  the  said  land ;  that  before  said  bond  became  due,  or  any  part  thereof  paid,  except  30/., 
the  said  Sprowle  and  Stewart  joined  the  British  army,  and  all  their  estate  has  been  since  escheated  and  sold,  and  the 
money  arising  Irom  such  sales  paid  into  the  public  treasury;  that  the  creditors  of  the  said  Allyne  are  in  danger  of 
losing  their  debts,  unless  restitution  be  made  out  of  the  effects  of  the  said  Sprowle  to  the  estate  of  the  said  Allyne,  to 
the  amount  of  the  said  bond  with  interest. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Richard  Evers  Lee,  aditiinistrator 
of  the  estate  of  the  said  Samuel  Allyne,  deceased,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  ought  to 
issue  a  warrant  for  the  balance  due  on  the  said  bond,  with  interest,  to  the  said  Richard  Evers  Lee,  administrator  as 
aforesaid,  upon  his  delivering  to  tiiem  the  bond  aforesaid. 

Ordi-red,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Thomas  Nicolson  and  William  Preniis,  to 
them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  as  are  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  on  the  6th  day  of  .January  last,  the  honse  in  which  the  proprietors  lived,  took 
fire,  and  was  totally  consumed  ;  that  fittecn  sheets  of  the  revised  laws,  and  fifteen  hundred  copies  of  each  sheet,  together 
with  ninety  reams  of  paper,  purchased  for  the  express  purpose  of  printing  the  said  laws,  were  burnt  in  the  said  house; 
that  the  revisors,  after  the  petitioners  had  contracted  with  the  Executive  for  printing  the  laws,  directed  them  in  addi- 
tion to  that  work,  to  print  three  and  a  half  sheets  of  the  laws  of  the  fall  session  of  1783,  for  which  they  charge  35/. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Nicolson  and  Prentis,  praying  to 
be  paid  for  their  services,  and  paper  destroyed,  amounting  to  the  sumof  252/.  10s.,  is  reasonable;  upon  condition  they 
make  affidavit  to  their  account. 

The  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
comuiittee. 

A  petition  of  Samuel  M'Dowell  and  Caleb  Wallace,  Esquires,  assistant  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Kentucky,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the 
■;alaries  due  to  them  previous  to  the  May  session  1784,  and  that  the  salaries  of  all  the  officers  of  the  said  court,  which 
are  now  due,  or  hereafter  may  become  due,  may  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  originally  allotted  for  that  purpose,  but 
which  were  by  an  act  of  the  last  Assembly  appropriated  in  part  to  other  purposes. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  late  oliicers  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments;  setting  forth,  that  from  sundry  acts  and 
resolutions  of  the  (ieneral  Assembly,  they  conceive  that  they  are  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life;  that  notwithstanding  se- 
veral ai)plications  have  been  made  to  the  Jjegislature,  it  has  been  withheld;  and  praying  tb.at  the  same  maybe  granted 
to  them. 

Al'.n,  a  petition  of  Harry  Innes;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  chief  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the 
district  ol  Kentucky,  in  October  1782,  and  served  in  that  office  until  November  1784,  when  he  was  appointed  attorney 
general  (or  the  said  district;  tiiat  there  is  a  considerable  balance  of  his  salary  as  judge  and  as  attorney  general  lue  to 
biiii,  which  he  caimot  receive  from  the  treasury,  as  the  fund  from  which  it  was  to  be  paid,  is  exhausted;  and  praying 
thai  he  may  be  perniitled  to  ajjply  a  sum  of  public  nion(>y  now  in  his  hands  to  discharge  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  ol  Thomas  Drew  ;  setting  forth,  that  as  paymaster  to  the  State  garrison  regiment,  he  drew  from 
the  treasury  a  sum  of  money,  the  vouchers  lor  the  proper  disbursement  of  which  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy  at  the 
defeat  ol  the  Atnericaii  army  at  Camden;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  settle  his  accounts  upon  oath. 

Also,  a  petition  ol  sundry  inhabitunts  of  the  counties  of  Augusta,  Rockbridge  and  Botetourt,  whose  names  arc 
thereunto  subscribed;  praying  that  a  part  of  each  of  the  said  counties,  agreeably  to  the  bounds  therein  mentioned,  may 
be  taken  off  from  them,  and  formed  into  a  distinct  county. 

Also,  a  petition  ol  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lincoln,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  praying 
that  the  same  may  be  divided  into  three  distinct  counties,  agreeably  to  the  bounds  therein  mentioned. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  ihf  reof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  do  lay  his  accounts  before  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  concerning  entries  and  survevs  on  tiie 
western  waters;"  and  that  Messrs.  Greenup,  Stith,  Archibald  Stuart,  and  Thruston,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  respecting  Benjamin  Johnson.  And  then  he  withdrew.l^ 

A  petition  of  John  Archer,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  possessed  of  a  note  for 
a  hogshead  of  tobacco,  which  was  burnt  in  the  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridge,  and  which  he  was  prevented,  by  a  variety 
of  circumstances,  from  presenting  to  the  commissioners  before  the  time  allowed  by  law  expired;  and  praying  that  the 
commissioners  may  be  authorised  to  continue  their  settlement  of  such  claims. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Walter  King  Cide;  praying  that  he  may  receive  payment  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
due  to  him  in  consequence  of  the  confiscation  of  certain  lands  and  slaves  which  the  General  Assembly  directed  should 
be  restored  to  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Banister,  attorney  in  fact  for  Bartholomew  Bouregard,  who  was  attorney  in  fact  for  the 
widow  and  heirs  of  James  Bouregard,  deceased;  praying  that  funds  may  be  provided  for  the  payment  of  a  liquidated 
claim  of  the  said  James  Bouregard,  deceased,  against  the  public. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Catlett  James;  setting  forth,  that  he  served  several  years  in  the  continental  army,  and  is,  in 
consequence  of  an  illness  contracted  during  his  service,  rendered  incapable  of  labor;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petitio  of  Matthew  Wills;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  December  1780,  he  purchased  a  quantity 
of  salt,  which  was  s^on  after  taken  from  him  for  the  use  of  the  public;  that  the  person  of  whom  he  purchased  it  has 
since  obtained  a  judgment  ajraiiiut  hi'.n  for  the  purchase  money,  which  he  cannot  pay  without  distressing  himself,  un- 
less the  General  Assembly  will  direct  that  the  amount  of  the  certificate  granted  to  him  be  immediately  discharged;  and 
praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Bowyer  be  added  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock.  > 


THURSDAY,  November  24,  1785, 


An  engrossed  bill,  '-concerning  wills,  the  distribution  of  intestates' estates,  and  the  duty  of  executors  and  admin- 
istrators;" was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  wills,  the  distribution  of  intestates' 
estates,  and  the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators." 

Or  ered.  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  thL-  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  regulating  conveyances;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up.  >4| 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  tliat  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  regulating  conveyances." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne : 

!\1r.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  adding  part  of  the  county  of  Nansemond  to  that  of 
Southampton,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  lie  withdrew.         ^^ 

A  bill,  "to  prevent  distress  being  made  by  tlie  sherifl's  of  this  Commonwealth,  tor  taxes  due  for  the  present  year,    fL 
until  March  next,  and  admitting  facilities  in  payment  thereof;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  commit-* 
ted  to  a  committee  olthe  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "  to  authorise  the  raising  a  sum  of  money  by  way  of  lottery,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  a  church 
in  the  borough  of  Winchester;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances. 

A  motion  ivas  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  and  empowered  to  allow  in  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
count of  Francis  Conxvay,  late  sheriff  of  King  George  county,  for  taxes  due  from  him  for  the  j'ear  1783,  the  sum  ot' 
113/.  9s.  Ad.,  being  the  amount  of  the  damages  on  a  judgment  recovered  against  him  by  the  solicitor,  and  refunded 
to  him  by  a  resolution  of  the  present  General  Assembly. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thornton  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Archibald  Stuart  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  George  Taylor  and  James  Madison  to  them  referred,  and  had 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  lolloweth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  George  Taj'lor  and  James  Madison,  setting 
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forth,  that  by  two  acts  of  Assembly  passed  previous  to  the  late  revolution,  they  were  appointed  trustees  for  the  pur- 
pose 'of  selling  a  tract  of  land,  whereof  Harry  Beverley,  gentleman,  was  seized  in  fee  taille ;  that  they  have  according- 
ly executed  tlie  trust  reposed  in  them,  by  selling  the  said  lands  and  applying  the  money  as  therein  directed;  and  pray- 
ing that  commissioners  may  be  appointed  to  settle  their  accounts  and  make  them  a  reasonable  allowance  for  their  ex- 
penses and  trouble,  and  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  assign  the  securities  now  remaining  in  their  hands  to  the  heir 
at  law  of  the  said  Harry  Beverley,  deceased,  and  entirely  discharged  from  the  said  trust,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
iof  Justice,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  the  resolution  upon  the  petition  of  John 
Starke  sen.  was  recommitted,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  same  under  their  considera- 
tion and  had  come  to  the  following  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Starke,  sen.  as 
prays  that  compensation  may  be  made  him  by  the  public,  for  the  injuries  .and  losses  he  sustained  from  the  British 
troops  in  the  year  1781,  in  consequence  of  the  records  of  the  Superior  Courts  being  deposited  at  his  house,  be 

rejected.  .....  „ 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  pray  that  some  allow- 
ance be  made  the  petitioner  for  his  care  of  and  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  Superior  Courts  in  the  year  1781,  is 
reasonable ;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  the  sum  of  25/.  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  last  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  it  iDe  an  instruction  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "to  au- 
thorise the  raising  a  sum  of  money  by  way  of  lottery,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  a  church  in  the  borough  of 
Winchester,"  was  committed,  to  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  to  authorise  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Elizabeth  river  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  rebuilding  a 

church  in  the  said  parish. 

Tiie  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  sev- 
eral printed  bills  contained  in  the  Revised  Code  of  laws,  as  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice ;  and 
after  some  time  spent  tl'jrein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Thruston  reported,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  Revised  Code  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  following 
bills,  to  wit : 

A  bill,  "concerning  mill-dams  and  other  obstructions  of  water  courses." 
A  bill,  "for  unlading  ballast,  and  burial  of  dead  bodies  from  on  board  ships." 

A  bill,  "conctriiing  slaves;"  to  which  said  bills,  they  had  made  several  amendments,  which  they  had  directed 
him  to  report,  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 
Ordered,  That  tiie  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Tuesday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  said  Revised  Code. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne : 
|i^        Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  authorising  the  sheriff  of  King  George  county,  to 
retain  a  sum  of  monej'  in  Iris  hands  which  the  treasurer  had  been  directed  to  refund  to  him.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  this 
day  fortnight. 
.  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  adding  part  of  the  county  of 

||  Nansemond  to  that  of  Southampton ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 
•        Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  petition  of  Richard  Taylor,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  a  bounty 
in  lands,  in  consideration  of  his  services  in  the  army  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  merchants  and  other  inhabitants  of  .the  town  of  Petersburg,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  consider  the  commerce  of  the  State,  as  in  a 
ruinous  situation  from  the  restrictions  and  impositions  which  have  been  laid  upon  it  by  the  commercial  powers  of  Eu- 
rope;  and  praying  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  may  tend  to  re-estalilish  it  upon  a  permanent  basis;  and 
that  due  encouragement  be  given  to  the  building  of  ships  in  this  State,  and  to  the  trade  carried  on  in  American  bot- 
toms, and  owned  by  American  merchants  only. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  authorise  certain  county  courts  to  appoint  inspectors  of  lum- 
ber within  their  respective  counties;"  and  that  Messrs.  Matthews,  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  King  and  Cary  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  (he  same. 
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Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  giving  salaries  to  certain  olHcers  of  govern- 
ment;" and  that  Messrs.  Underwood,  Macon,  Richard  Lee,  John  JSowyer,  Richard  Bland  Lee^  and  Thomas  Smitli. 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  November  25,  1785. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "concerning  the  public  treasurer;"  and  "for  tlie  appoini-Jf 
ment  of  clerks  to  the  Governor  and  Council."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  escheators;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  concerning  escheators." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  prevent  frauds  and  perjuries ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  prevent  frauds  and  perjuries.'' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  tlie  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "appointing  trustees  for  the  town  of  Suffolk,  and  for  en-J|^ 
larging  the  same;"  also,  they  do  agree  to  proceed  this  day,  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  to  the  choice  of  a  Gov- 
ernor or  Chief  Magistrate,  and  of  a  treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year.     And  then  lie  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bland,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  this  day  week. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  report 
and  resolution  upon  the  petition  of  Nicolson  and  Prentis  was  recommitted,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der, had  the  same  under  their  further  consideration,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  on  the  6th  day  of  January  last,  the  house  in  which  the  petitioners  lived,  took 
fire,  and  was  totally  consumed;  that  fifteen  sheets  of  the  revised  laws  and  fifteen  hundred  copies  of  each  sheet,  togeth- 
er with  ninety  reams  of  paper  procured  for  the  express  purpose  of  printing  the  said  laws,  were  burnt  in  the  said 
house  ;  that  the  revisors,  after  the  petitioners  had  contracted  with  the  Executive  for  printing  the  said  laws  directed 
them,  in  addition  to  that  work,  to  print  three  and  a  half  sheets  of  the  laws  of  the  fall  session  of  1783. 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  said  Nicolson  and  Pren- 
tis, as  prays  to  be  paid  the  sum  of  150/.  for  the  printed  sheets  which  were  burnt,  be  rejected. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  further  part  of  tlie  said  petition,  as  prays  tha^ 
they  may  be  paid  the  sum  of  67/.  10s.  for  the  ninety  reams  of  paper  also  burnt,  be  rejected.  f 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition  as  prays,  that  they 
may  be  paid  the  sum  of  35/.  for  printing  the  laws  of  the  fall  session  of  1783,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  third  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Henry  Banks,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  up- 
on a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth  :  ^^ 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  James  Hawkins,  on  the  23d  day  of  December  1783,  (the  day  preceding  a  re^^ 
solution  of  Assembly  was  to  take  effect  directing  no  more  treasury  land  warrants  should  be  issued)  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury 266,075/.  paper  currency  value,  on  account  of  sundry  specie  warrants  and  certificates,  amounting  to  266/.  l,s.  Hd. 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  unappropriated  lands;  that  on  the  same  day,  the  said  Hawkins  obtained  the  auditor's  cer- 
tificate, entitling  him  to  166,296  acres  of  waste  and  unappropriated  land;  which  certificate  was  assigned  by  the  said 
Hawkins  to  the  said  Banks,  who  made  apphcation  to  the  register  of  the  land  office  for  a  warrant,  after  the  time  had 
expired  in  ■which  he  was  authorised  to  issue  them. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Henry  Banks,  is  reasonable;  and 
that  the  register  of  the  Land  Oflice  ought  to  issue  warrants  to  the  said  Banks  for  166,296  acres  of  waste  and  uuap^ 
propriated  land ; 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  comraittea* 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  James  Berwick,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report/^ 
and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
ilhe  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  James  Berwick,  acted  as  commissary  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Pitt,  from 
U  6 
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the  month  of  September  1775  to  the  month  of  March  following,  when  he  was  appointed  ensign  in  the  8th  Virginia 
regiment,  in  '.vhich  ranii  he  acted  until  March  1777,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  in  which  capa- 

/city  he  acted  until  the  2Sth  of  Mav  1779,  when  he  resigned  his  commission  in  the  line,  and  immediately  obtained  a 
brevet  from  General  M'Intosh  for  a  captain  in  one  of  the  two  regiments  directed  by  Congress  to  be  raised  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontier;  that  the  regiments  not  being  r:\ised,  the  petitioner  acted  as  judge  advocate  at  Tuscaraway,  until 
Februarj'  1779;  that  in  the  year  1781,  the  said  Berwick  acted  as  commissary  to  the  troops  under  the  com.nand  of 
General  Clark,  as  well  as  judge  advocate,  until  July  1782,  when  the  troops  were  disbanded. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  James  Berwick,  is  reasonable; 
'  and  thai  he  ought  to  be  allowed  tiie  same  portion  of  land  as  is  by  law  given  to  a  captain. 

The  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  lime  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

■L  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  com'iiittee 

had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  John  Campbell,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  Joseph 

Simons,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 

his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  are  as  followith: 

It  appears  to  30ur ■committee,  that  Alexander  M'Kee  is  indebted  to  the  said  Campbell  and  Simons  by  boii;l,  bear-^^ 
ing  dale  the  4th  of  June  176G,  in  the  sum  of  577/.  3^.   Pennsylvania  currency,  exclusive  of  interest,  and  also  the 
balance  of  21/.  17s.  10*/.  by  an  open  account. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Alexander  M'Kee  was  not  possessed  of  any  property,  except 
the  2,000  acres  of  land  in  the  county  of  Fayette,  which  has  been  esciieated  and  vested  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  by 
*)(  the  General  Assembly  given  to  the  trustees  of  the  Transylvania  Seminary. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Campbell,  in  behalf  of  him- 
A /■      self  and  Joseph  Simons,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Transylvania  Seminary,  or  any  five  of 

Vt  them  ought,  within  nine  months,  to  sell  upon  one  year's  credit,  so  much  of  the  land  vested  in  the  trustees,  either  by 
public  or  private  sale,  as  will  satisfy  and  pay  the  money  due  to  the  said  Campbell  and  Simons. 

The  said  resolutions  being  read  a  second  time  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
•■to  prevent  distress  being  made  by  the  sherifl's  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  taxes  due  for  the  present  year,  until 
March  next,  and  admitting  facilities  in  the  payment  thereof;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr,  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consi- 
deration and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report 
when  the  House  siiould  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

ti  ^lu.  Speaker, — The  Serrate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  authorising  the  Executive  to  liquidate  the  claim  of 
('olonel  Le  Maire.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Turberville  and  Corbin,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  pr-epare  and  bring  in  a 
hill  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  givlrrg  salaries  to  certain  officers  of  government." 

The  House  proceeded,  according  to  the  ordsr  of  the  day,  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  Gov- 
ernor or  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  ensuing  year,  from  the  30th  day  of  the  pr-esent  month;  and 
lire  members  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  bal- 
lot boxes,  Messrs.  Tyler,  Page  and  Carringtorr,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in 
the  conference  chamber,  arrd  jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes,  and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the 
najoriiy  of  votes  should  fall. 

'J"he  committee  then  withdrew;  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House,  and  reported,  that  they  had,  ac- 
cording to  oi-der.  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  irr  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  witii  them  examined  tire 
ballot  boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Patrick  Henry,  Esq. 

The  House,  according  to  the  orrler  of  the  day,  pr-ocecded  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  ti'ea- 
surer  lor  the  ensuirrg  year,  fi-orn  the  5tlr  day  of  Jairuar-y  nexl;'ai"Kl  the  members  havine:  prepared  tickets,  with  the 
name  of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs.  VVatkins,  Norvcll  and  Patte- 
son,  weit  noimrrated  a  cormnitlce  to  meet  a  committci,'  irorn  the  Senate  in  the  confer-ence  chanrber,  and  jointly  with 
them  to  exainriK,'  ih.'  ballot  boxes,  aird  i-ejrort  to  the  House  on  whonr  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 
W  1  he  conrmiitce  ilicti  withdrew;  and  after  some  time,  returned  into  llic  House,  and  reported,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  confrrcnce  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined 
the  ballot  boxes,  ami  fourrd  a  majority  of  votes  irr  favor  of  Jarpielin  Ambler,  Esq. 

A  me<sage  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  EUzey : 
•#    _     Mr.  Speaker, — The  Serrate  have  agi-eed  to  the  bill  "empowering  one  of  the  Privv  Council  to  officiate  in  ccr- 
•Itain  cases  as  Lreutenairt  Guvern.n-."     And  then  Ire  wiihdrew. 

The  Speaker  lard  bc-for.j  iho  House  a  letter  fi-om  James  Berwick,  respecting  his  title  to  a  bounty  of  lands  for  his 
services  in  the  army ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  Th:it  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  was  committed  the  instructions  for  the  delegates 
repiesciuing  this  Commonweakh  m  Congress,  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  thereon ;  and  that  the  same  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  the  act,  'concerning  pensioners;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Page  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and 
made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table  where 
the  same  were  again  read,  and  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  the  petition  of  sundry  persons,  lessees  of  the  land  called  the  Governor's  land,  in  the  county  of 
James  City,  to  them  referred,  and  h;;d  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
ill  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  hi  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  in  the  May  session  1784,  all  the 
interest  of  the  public  in  the  said  lands  was  transferred  to  the  president  and  professors  of  William  and  Mary  College, 
for  the  use  thereof". 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  petition  is  reasonable ;  and  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  Legislature,  «  hen  it  granted  the  lands  called  the  Governor's  lands  to  the  president  and  professors  of 
William  and  Mary  University,  for  the  use  thereof,  to  deprive  the  lessees  of  tliose  lands  of  the  leases  which  they  obtain- 
ed under  the  regal  government,  but  that  it  conceived  those  leases  to  be  valid  and  renewable  forever. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  an  act  ought  to  pass,  conformable  to  the  above  resolution, 
"to  amend  and  explain  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
by  which  the  said  Governor's  lands  were  vested  in  the  said  president  and  professors. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Lancaster  and  Northumberland,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subscribed,  was  presfnted  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  tbrth,  that  they  conceive  the  port  fixed  upon  on  the  river 
Rappahannock,  by  the  act,  "for  restricting  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports,"  as  by  no  means  so  convenient  for  the  pur- 
pose as  some  other  situations;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  "for  establishing  a  town  on  Corotoman  river,  a 
branch  of  Rappahannock ;  and  that  the  port  may  be  removed  from  Hobb's  Hole  to  the  said  town,  when  thus  estab- 
lished. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  tlfeir  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Butler,  was  presented  to  tlic  House,  and  read;  praying  that  a  public  ferry  may  be  estab- 
lished from  his  land,  on  the  east  side  of  Cheat  river,  in  the  county  of  Monongalia,  to  his  land  on  the  opposite  shore. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Andrew  Jee;  praying  that  a  public  ferry  may  be  established  i'rom  his  land  on  the  east  side 
of  Cheat  river,  in  the  county  of  Monongalia,  to  the  lands  of  Jacob  Scott,  on  the  opposite  shore.  Jf 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Fayette,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  praying 
that  the  same  may  be  divided  into  two  distinct  counties,  agreeably  to  the  bounds  therein  mentioned. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Nathaniel  Frisby  and  Luther  Stoddert;  setting  forth,  that  they  have,  at  a  considerable  expense, 
established  a  maimfactory  of  tobacco  in  the  town  of  Manchester,  and  are  of  opinion  that  much  of  the  tobacco  refused 
by  the  inspectors  might  be  made  use  of  therein,  if  they  were  permitted  to  purchase  it;  that  they  also  intend  to  estab- 
lish a  manufactory  of  hemp,  if  sufticient  encouragement  is  given  by  the  Legislature  to  such  undertakings,  by  restric- 
tions and  impositions  upon  these  articles  when  imported  from  foreign  parts ;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to 
that  eliect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Robert  Mackey,  and  John  Peyton,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  Ibrth,  thai  they 
hold  certain  lots  in  the  common,  appendant  to  the  town  of  VVinchester,  upon  which  they  are  restrained  from  building, 
by  the  conditions  annexed  to  their  original  deeds  ;  that  from  the  rapid  increase  of  the  said  town,  it  becomes  absolute- 
ly necessary  to  extend  its  limits;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  lay  off  the  said  lots  and  sell  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  that  they  do  examine  the  mat- 
ter tiiereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  provide  for  the  poor  of  the  several  counties  within  this  Commonwealth;"  "  f>r 
punishing  certain  offiiices,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  "  to  amend  the  several  acts,  'concerning 
the  appointment  of  Sheriffs;"  and  "to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  tax  of 
five  shillings  per  hundred  acres  on  lands  granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom,"  being 
read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


58 
SATURDAY,  November  26,  1785. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  the  preservation  of  the  estates  of  idiots  and  lunatics ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass,  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  the  preservation  of  the  estates  of  idiots  and 
lunatics." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "providing  that  wrongful  alienations  of  lands  shall  be  void,  so  far  as  they  be  wrongful;"  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  providing  that  wrongful  alienations  of  lands  shall 
be  void,  so  far  as  they  be  wrongful." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  levying  county  rates;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  levying  county  rates." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  notify  to  Patrick  Henry,  Esq.  his  appointment  to  be  Governor  or 
Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  one  year  from  the  30th  day  of  the  present  month. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Alessrs.  Tyler,  Page,  Madison,  Strother  and  Underwood. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments,  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  act,  '  concerning  pensioners,"  which  lay  on  the  table;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  amended  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  establishment  of 
Courts  of  Assize ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "  to 
authorise  the  raising  a  sum  of  money  by  way  of  lottery,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  a  church  in  the  borough  of 
Winchester"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  made  an  amendment  tliereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "  for  regulating  the  streets  in,  and  adjoining  to  the  town  of  Alexandria;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  EUzey  : 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  vesting  the  estate  of  John  Tyler,  deceased,  in  trustees, 
for  certain  purposes,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he 
withdrew. 
I  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bullitt  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  bill,  "  for  regulating  the  streets  in,  and  adjoining  to  the  town  of  Alexandria;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  tiiird  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Alexander  White 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  conside- 
ration, and  made  a  further  progress  thei-cin,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move 
the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Thursday  se'nnight. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  (or  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "  to  pro- 
vide for  the  poor  of  the  several  counties  within  this  Commonwealth;"  "for  punishing  certain  oflences,  and  vesting 
the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  and  "  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  more  eflectual  collection  of  the 
tax  of  5s.  per  hundred  acres  on  lands  granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom,"  being- 
read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,   1 1  o'clock. 
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MONDAY,  November  28,  1785. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gordon  iiave  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Wednesday  se'nnighi; 
and  Mr.  Burwell  until  to-morrow  three  weeks. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  'concerning  pensioners;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  '  concerning  pensioners." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carrington  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  regulating  the  streets  in,  and  adjoining  to  the  town  of  Alexandria ;"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  a  blank  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  regulating  the  streets  in,  and  adjoining  to 
the  town  of  Alexandria." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sirams  do  carry  the  bill  to  fhe  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  authorise  the  raising  a  sum  of  money  by  way  of  lottery,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  a 
church  in  the  borough  of  Winchester;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  a  blank  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  authorise  the  raising  a  sura  of  money  by  way 
of  lotter}',  for  completing  a  church  in  the  borough  of  Winchester,  and  rebuilding  a  church  in  the  parish  of  Elizabeth 
river,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  prevent  losses  by  pirates,  enemies,  and  others,  on  the  high  seas;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  prevent  losses  by  pirates,  enemies,  and  others, 
on  the  high  seas." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  concerning  estrays ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  estrays." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  «^ 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  law,  establishing  a  board  of  auditors ;"  and  that 
Messrs.  Underwood,  John  Bowyer,  Thomas  Smith,  and  Norvell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  and  a  memorial,  to  them  referred,  and  had 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Suffolk, 
and  county  of  Nansemond,  praying  that  the  inspection  of  tobacco  in  the  said  town,  may  be  revived  and  estabhshed  for 
the  term  of  two  years,  is  reasonable. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  Harry  Innes,  as  prays  that 
he  may  be  allowed  to  retain  the  sura  of  204/.  4s.  3  3-4rf.,  due  to  him  for  arrears  of  salary,  as  a  late  judge  of  the  dis- 
trict court  in  Kentucky,  as  well  as  attorney  general,  out  of  the  monies  in  his  hands,  arising  from  taxes  and  duties  col- 
lected in  that  district,  is  reasonable. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that 
the  salary  of  the  attorney  general  in  the  said  district  may  in  future  be  paid  by  the  deputy  register  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  judges,  is  reasonable. 

4.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  assistant  judges  of  the  district  court 
in  Kentucky,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  arrears  of  salary  due  to  them  prior  to  October  17S4,  ought  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  same  funds  as  are  appropriated  by  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for  the  better  support  of  the  Supreme 
Court  ill  the  Kentucky  district."  > 

5.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  memorial  of  the  commissioners  for  the  counties  of 
Hanover  and  Henrico,  praying  that  commissoners  may  be  appointed  to  establish  the  boundary  line  between  the  said 
counties,  is  reasonable. 

6.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of 
Henrico,  in  opposition  thereto,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  committed 
the  bill  "for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kinsale,  iu  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  and  discontinuing  that 
at  Rust's  warehouse,"  to  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  pursuant  to  the  1st  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  2d,  3d  and  4ih  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire 
their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  5th  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  the  minister  and  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Bristol,  in  the  county  of  Dinwiddle,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read;  praying  that  the  latter  may  be  authorised  to  sell  tiie  glebe  land  of  the  said  parish,  and  apply  the 
money  arising  therefrom  to  the  purchase  of  other  lands  for  the  use  of  the  minister. 
X  6 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Religion  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  5s.  per  hundred  acres  on 
lands  granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealtli ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Alexander  White 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  conside- 
ration, and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  when  the  House  should 
think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow.     , 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Friday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  the  appointment  of  harbor  masters,  and  declaring 
their  duty,"  with  several  amendments.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne : 
'  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  Nicolson  and  Prentis. 

And  then  he  withdrew. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill  "  for  providing  for  the  poor 
of  the  several  counties  within  this  Commonwealth,"  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  thereon ;  and  that  the  same 
be  committed  to  Messrs.  Thomas  Smith,  Simms,  Matthews,  Archibald  Stuart,  David  Stuart,  Temple,  Read,  Hunter 
and  Patteson. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Norvell,  Watkins,  Richard  Lee,  Ronald,  Thornton,  Walker,  Under- 
wood, Tiirberville,  Tapscott,  Patteson  and  Strother. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to  inform  them  that  this  House  have  appointed  a  committee  to 
.examine  the  treasurer's  accounts;  and  that  if  they  please  to  appoint  a  committee  of  their  House  for  the  same  purpose, 
both  committees  may  proceed  on  the  business  together. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norvell  do  carry  the  said  message. 

I\!r.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
iheir  consideration  several  petitions  to  tiiem  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon ;  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth: 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Banister,  attorney  in  fact,  for  Bar- 
tholoiiirw  Bouregard,  who  was  attorney  in  fact,  for  the  widow  and  heirs  of  his  brother  James  Botu'egard,  deceased, 
praying  that  fiuids  may  be  provided  for  the  payment  of  a  liquidated  claim  due  from  the  public  to  the  estate  of  the  said 
James  Bouregard,  deceased,  for  supjjlies  furnished  the  troops  of  this  Stale  in  the  western  country  in  the  year  1779, 
amounting  to  9,000  dollars,  with  the  interest  due  thereon,  is  reasonable. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Catlctt  James,  late  a  soldier  in  the  conti- 
nental line,  praying  relief  from  tiie  public  in  consideration  of  a  violent  disorder  which  he  contracted  whilst  in  service, 
and  which  has  rendered  him  unabh;  to  procure  a  livelihood  by  labor,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  petitioner  ought  to 
be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  and  allowed  for  his  present  relief  one  year's  pension. 

3.  Resolreil.  that  it  is  the  opinion  nf  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  John  Archer,  praying  that  the  act  of  As- 
sembly passed  in  the  year  178-1,  entitled  "an  act,  to  appoint  commissioners  to  state  and  settle  the  losses  sustained  by 
the  burning  the  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridge,"  which  has  expired,  may  be  revived,  is  reasonable. 

The  1st  and  3d  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  upon  the  questions  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  2d  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
commitlec. 

Ordered,  That  the  1st  resolution  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  hill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  3d  resohjtion ;  and  that  tlie  counnittee  of  Claims  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  tiie  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  liad  under  their  consideration,  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  conic  to  several  resolutions 
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thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  agaiu  read, 
and  are  as  followeth  .A 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Carter,  late  a  surgeon  to  the 
continental  hospital  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  bounty  in  lands,  is  reasonable;  it  appearing 
to  the  committee,  that  the  said  Carter  acted  as  surgeon  from  July  1776,  to  July  31st,  1781. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Moss  Armistead,  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  Joseph  Selden,  praying  that  compensation  may  be  made  the  said  estate  for  a  negro  slave  named  Tom,  which 
the  committee  of  Safety  ordered  to  the  West  Ipdies,  and  was  there  sold,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  sum  of  SOL  ought 
to  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  public  for  the  said  slave. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  memorial  of  the  officers  late  of  the  first  and  se- 
cond State  regiments,  pra^  ing  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  may  issue  to  them  warrants  for  half-pay  yearly, 
during  life,  or  a  commutation  in  lieu  thereof,  and  the  payment  secured  to  them,  is  reasonable. 

The  1st  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  2d  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  3d  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  2d  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  report 
upon  the  petition  of  Campbell  ani  Simons  was  recommitted,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same 
again  under  their  consideration,  Mid  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterw  rcis  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Alexander  M'Kee,  is  indebted  to  John  Campbell  and  Joseph  Simons  by  bond  . 
bearing  date  the  4th  day  of  June,  1776,  in  the  sum  of  577/.  3s.  Pennsylvania  currency,  exclusive  of  interest,  andP^ 
also  the  balance  of  21/.  17s.  lOd.  by  an  open  account. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Alexander  M'Kee  was  not  possessed  of  any  property,  except 
two  thousand  acres  of  land,  in  the  county  of  Fayette,  which  has  been  escheated  and  vested  in  the  Commonwealth,  and 
by  the  General  Assembly  given  to  the  trustees  of  the  Transylvania  Seminary. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Campbell  in  behalf  of  himself 
and  Joseph  Simons,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  trustees  of  the  said  Seminary  or  any  five  of  them, 
ought  immediately  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  this  time,  to  sell  upon  twelve  months  credit,  so  much  of  the 
lands  of  the  said  Alexander  M'Kee  so  vested  in  them  as  aforesaid  (taking  bond  with  sufficient  security  for  payment  of 
the  money)  as  will  satisfy  and  pay  all  the  just  debts  due  from  the  said  M'Kee,  in  equal  proportions,  which  shall  be  no- 
tified to  the  said  trustees,  and  proved  according  to  law,  within  twelve  months  from  this  period. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Loudoun,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  they  conceive  that  the  Assize  Courts  proposed  to  be  established  by  a  late 
act  of  Assembly,  are  not  calculated  for  the  speedy  and  easy  administration  of  justice;  and  praying  that  the  said  act 
may  be  repealed,  but  if  it  should  be  carried  into  efi'ect,  that  the  court  for  the  district  of  Loudoun,  Fauquier,  Fairfax 
and  Prince  William,  may  be  held  at  the  town  of  Alexandria,  instead  of  Dumfries. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  upon  the  bill  "to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize." 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Henrico,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  setting  forth, 
that  they  have  considered  the  bill  "  for  establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christian,  religion  ;"  published  by 
order  of  the  last  Assembly,  and  conceive  that  the  same  is  unjust,  partial  and  oppressive;  and  praying  that  the  same 
play  not  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Brunswick,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Dinwiddle,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
to  the  same  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince  George,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Powhatan,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Richmond,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  merchants  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed;"  setting  forth,  that  they  conceive  the  act  passed  in  May  1784,  "for  restricting  foreign  vessels  to  cer- 
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tain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth;"  as  injurious  and  oppressive  to  many  of  the  citizens,  and  ruinous  in  its  conse- 
quences to  the  coramunity;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  repealed.  #  r   I.    r< 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  L-ommon- 

wealth.  ,       .,    J 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Botetourt,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  an  inspection  of  tobacco  may  be  established  at  Crow's  Ferry  in  the  said 

Also,  ?  petition  of  Edward  Diggs ;  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  a  bounty  of  lands,  in  consideration  of  mili- 
tary services. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "  for 
punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  and  "for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the 
proprietary  office  in  that  part  called  the  Northern  Neck,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  tiie  same  be  put  off  till  Friday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  November  29,   1785. 

A  message  from  tlie  Senate  by  Mr.  Lynch  : 
f         Mr.  Speakek, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  forming  a  new  county  out  of  the  counties  of  Bedford 
'  and  Henry."    And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  tax  of 
5s.  per  hundred  acres,  on  lands  granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom ;"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  provide  for 
the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  tax  of  5s.  per  hundred  acres,  on  lands  granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the 
money  arising  therefrom." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  James  Garrard  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  concerning  the  dower  and  jointures  of  widows  ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  tiie  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  the  dower  and  jointures  of  widows." 

Ordered,  That  i\lr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  prevent  the  circulation  of  private  bank  notes;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  amended  at 
the  clerk's  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  private  bank  notes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

.\n  engrossed  bill,  "  for  the  restitution  of  stolen  goods;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  the  restitution  of  stolen  goods." 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  improving  tiic  breed  of  horses;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  improving  the  breed  of  horses." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

jMr.  iMadisoii  reported,  (rom  the  committee  appointed  to  notify  to  Patrick  Henry,  Esq.  his  appointment  to  be 
Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Commonwealth  for  one  vear,  from  the  13th  day  of  the  present  month,  that  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  waited  on  that  gentleman,  and  notified  the  said  appointment,  to  which  he  was 
pleased  to  return  tlic  folUjwing  answer: 

"Gentlemen, — 1  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  return  my  best  acknowledgments  to  the  General  Assembly,  for  the 
honor  they  have  now  done  me,  and  to  assure  tiiem  that  my  best  exertions  shall  not  be  wanting  to  promote  the  public 
good,  in  the  honorable  station  to  which  the}  have  again  called  me.  The  obliging  manner  in  which  you,  gentlemi  n, 
have  been  pleased  to  make  this  communication  from  the  Assembly,  demands  my  thanks,  which  I  beg  you  to  accept." 

Mr.  Watkins  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an 
act,  to  appoint  connnissioners  to  state  and  settle  the  losses  sustained  by  the  burning  the  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridge ;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  lime,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Hendricks,  be  discharged 
bom  further  proceeding  thereon;  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that 
thoy  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  widi  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tiie  resolution,  reported  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and' Grievances 
respecting  the  half  piiy  of  the  officers  of  the  Isi  and  id  State  regimeiils,  which  lay  on  the  table;  and  the  same  being 
twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  die  House,  as  followeth: 


•  63 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  memorial  of  the  ofTicers  late  of  tlie  1st  and  2d  State  re- 
giments, praying  that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  may  issue  to  them  warrants  for  half  pay  yearly  during  life  or  a 
commutation  in  lieu  thereof,  and  the  payment  be  secured  to  them,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propositions 
and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carrington  presented,  from  the  committee. of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "di- 
recting the  sale  of  certain  lands,  late  the  property  of  John  Mills,  deceased,  for  payment  of  his  debts;"  and  the  same- 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the,  committee 
had,  according  +0  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  reso- 
lutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  tiie  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  thi^  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire, praying  that  the  said  county  may  be  divided  into  two  distinct  counties,  by  a  line  to  begin  at  the  North  branch 
of  Potomac,  opposite  the  mouth  of  Savage  river;  thence  a  direct  course  so  as  to  strike  the  upper  end  of  the  plan- 
tation known  by  the  name  of  Myres's  mill  on  New  creek ;  thence  a  direct  course  to  John  Lewis's  mill,  on  Patterson's 
creek;  thence  a  direct  course  to  the  highest  part  of  the  mountain  known  by  the  name  of  the  High  Nob;  thence  a  direct 
course  to  the  gap  of  Shortarse  mountain,  where  the  North  river  runs  through  the  same ;  thence  along  the  road  leading 
by  the  upper  end  of  Henry  Fry's  plantation  on  Cape  Capon,  and  along  the  said  road  to  the  top  of  the  North  mountain 
to  the  line  dividing  the  counties  of  Hampsliire  and  Shenandoah,  is  reasonable. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
praying  that  the  same  may  be  formed  into  three  distinct  counties,  is  reasonable. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  one  of  the  counties  to  be  formed  out  of  the  said  countv 
of  Lincoln,  be  bounded  by  a  line  beginning  at  the  confluence  of  Sugar  creek  and  Kentucky  river ;  thence  proceeding 
direct  line  to  the  mouth  of  Clark's  run ;  thence  a  straight  line  to  Wilson's  station  in  the  fork  of  Clark's  run ;  thence 
the  same  course  continued  to  the  line  of  Nelson  county ;  thence  with  said  line  to  the  line  of  Jefferson  county ;  thence 
with  the  said  line  to  the  Kentucky  river;  thence  up  the  said  river  to  the  beginning. 

4.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  other  of  the  counties  to  be  formed  out  of  the  said 
county  of  Lincoln,  be  bounded  as  followeth:  beginning  at  the  confluence  of  Kentucky  river  and  Sugar  creek;  thence 
up  the  said  creek  to  the  fork  where  James  Thompson  lives ;  thence  up  the  said  fork  to  the  head  thereof;  thence  a  straight 
line  to  where  an  east  course  from  John  Elis's  will  intersect  the  top  of  the  ridge  that  divides  the  waters  of  Paint  Lick 
from  the  waters  of  Dick's  river ;  thence  along  the  top  of  the  said  ridge  southwardly,  opposite  to  Hickman's  Lick ;  thence 
south  45  degrees  east  to  the  main  Rock  Castle  river;  thence  up  the  said  river  to  the  head  thereof;  thence  with  the  ridge 
that  divides  the  waters  of  Kentucky  river  from  the  waters  of  Cumberland  river,  to  the  line  of  Washington  county; 
thence  along  the  said  line  to  the  fork  of  Kentucky  river,  that  divides  the  county  of  Fayette  from  the  county  of  Lin- 
coln ;  thence  down  the  said  river  to  the  beginning. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carrington  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  an  act, 
entitled  '  an  act,  compelling  county  court  clerks  to  reside  in  the  county,  and  to  prevent  them  from  removing  the  re- 
cords out  of  the  same,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carrington  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  and 
explain  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  'directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  the  preservation  of  the  estates  of  idiots  and  lunatics. "W 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Spottsylvania,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  have  considered  witli  attention  the  bill,  published  by  order  of 
the  last  Assembly,  "for  establishing  a  provision  for  the  teachers  of  the  christian  religioD ;"  and  conceive  it  to  be  re- 
pugnant to  the  principles  thereof,  and  incompatible  with  the  happiness  and  interest  of  the  community  in  general; 
and  praying  that  the  same  may  not  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Botetourt,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Fauquier,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Southampton,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  V 
the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Virginia  line,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  soldiers  of  the  said  line  ; 
setting  forth,  that  they  lias'e  been  informed  that  a  petitioii  of  a  convention  of  the  people  in   Kentucky  has  been  pre- 
sented to  this  Assembly,  praying  that  the  said  district  may  be  separated  from  the  otlier  parts  of  tiie  State,  and  estab- 
Y  6 
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lished  an  independent  government';  that  if  this  should  take  place,  the  lands  which  they  have  received  from  the  Leg:is- 
latiire  as  a  nward  for  the  dangers  and  toils  of  a  military  life,  and  which  they  ever  wished  to  liold  under  that  govern- 
ment from  which  they  received  them,  will  be  within  the  limits  of  the  new  State,  contrary  to  their  wishes;  and  praying 
that  the  said  petition  may  be  rejected. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  King  George,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed; 
setting  forth,  that  they  consider  the  act  "for  restricting  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports,"  as  highly  prejudicial  to  the 
cotniiierce  of  the  Slate,  and  partial  and  oppressive  to  many  of  the  citizens  thereof;  and  praying  that  the  same  may 
be  repealed,  or  if  it  should  be  carried  into  effect,  that  Port  Royal  may  be  established  the  port  on  Rappahannock 
river. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

A  petition  of  Simon  Turner  and  Jnhn  Turner,  only  surviving  men  of  the  Nansemond  nation  of  Indians,  was 
presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  commissioners  may  be  appointed  to  join  them  in  the  conveyance  of 
a  tract  of  land  which  they  are  desirous  to  sell,  and  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Eskridge;  setting  forth,  that  a  certain  Mr.  Scott  purchased  a  tract  of  land,  held  in 
common  by  sundry  persons,  and  died  before  a  conveyance  was  made  to  him,  leaving  an  only  daughter,  to  whom  the 
right  to  the  said  land  descended,  and  who  has  since  intermarried  with  the  petitioner ;  that  Alexander  Wodrow,  one  of 
the  persons  of  whom  the  purchase  was  made,  is  since  dead,  and  his  heir  at  law  resides  in  the  island  of  Great  Britain; 
and  praying  that  the  administrator  of  the  said  Wodrow  may  be  authorised  to  convey  the  said  Alexander  Wodrow's 
undivided  part  of  the  said  land  to  the  petitioner  in  right  of  his  wife. 

Orflered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  according  to  order,  a  resolution  agreed  to  on  yesterday,  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  an  act  ought  to  pass,  giving  the  Governor  and  Council 
powers  in  certain  cases. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Messrs.  Alexander  White, 
Corbin,  and  Richard  Bland  Lee,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Pittsylvania,  whose  names  Zfe  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  conceive  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  "for  establishing 
Courts  of  Assize,"  will  be  attended  with  expenses  greatly  exceeding  any  benefit  to  be  derived  therefrom  to  the 
public ;  and  praying  that  the  said  act  may  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act, 
'  for  establishing  Courts  of  Assize." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  the 
bills,  "concerning  mill-dams  and  other  obstructions  of  water  courses;"  "for  unlading  ballast  and  burial  of  dead 
bodies  from  on  board  ships;"  and  "concerning  slaves;"  which  lay  on  the  table;  and  the  same  being  severally  twice 
read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bills,  with  the  amendments,  be  severally  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  ihe  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  seve- 
ral printed  bills  contained  in  the  Revised  Code  of  laws,  as  repoi-terj  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  and  af- 
ter some  time  spent  therein,  Mr  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  Revised  Code  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  following 
bills,  to  wit: 
^  A  bill,  "concerning  servants." 
W        A  bill,  "for  apprehending  and  securing  runaways." 

A  bill,  "declaring  what  persons  shall  be  deemed  niulattoes." 

.\  bill,  "concerning  aliens." 

.\  bill,  "declaring  that  none  shall  be  condemned  without  trial,  and  that  justice  shall  not  be  sold  or  deferred." 

A  bill,  "directing  what  persons  shall  be  let  to  bail." 

A  bdl,  "concerning  guardians,  infants,  masters  and  apprentices." 

A  bill,  "to  enable  guardians  and  committees  to  perform  certain  acts,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  under  their 
fare;  to  which  said  bills  they  had  made  several  amendments,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in 
at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bills,  with  the  amendments,  be  severally  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey: 
J|         Mr.  Spcakkk,     Tliu  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "incorporating  trustees  for  establishing  and  conducting  a 
semniury  of  learning  at  tiie  the  town  of  Fincastle,  in  the  county  of  Botetourt."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Wdliain  Watknis  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claim>,  thai  ilie  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Matthew  Wills,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon, 
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which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  tlie  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Matthew  Wills,  setting  forth,  that 
in  the  year  1780,  he  purchased  of  a  certain  Benjamin  Cluviers  of  Gloucester  county,  121  1-2  bushels  of  country  made 
salt  and  cask,  which  was  accordingly  delivered  at  the  town  of  York ;  that  soon  after  the  delivery  of  the  said  salt,  it 
was  impressed  from  hiin  for  public  use,  by  the  commissioner  of  the  provision  law  at  that  place,  whose  certificate  has 
entitled  the  petitioner  to  a  warrant  for  the  sum  of  125/.;  that  the  said  impressment  put  it  out  of  the  petitioner's  power 
to  pay  the  purchase  money  for  the  said  salt  at  the  time  when  it  became  due,  which  failure  occasioned  a  suit  to  be  in- 
stituted and  judgment  obtained  against  him  for  the  amount  thereof,  the  payment  of  which,  together  with  the  costs,  has 
greatly  distressed  the  petitioner,  by  obliging  him  to  sell  several  negroes,  at  a  price  far  below  their  value ;  added  to 
which,  he  should  have  made  considerable  profit  on  the  sale  of  the  said  salt,  but  for  the  reason  aforesaid;  and  praying 
relief  from  the  public,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ridley  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Monday  se'nnight. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  explain,  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  an  act,  entitled  'an 
act,  for  the  admission  of  emigrants,  and  declaring  their  rights  to  citizenship;"  and  "an  act,  prohibiting  the  migration 
of  certain  persons  into  this  ('ommonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  that  Messrs.  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Tyler, 
Jones,  Briggs,  Watkins,  Eggleston  and  Stith,  do  prepare  bring  in  the  same. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Culpeper,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read  ;  praying  that  part  thereof  may  be  taken  off  and  formed  into  a  distinct  county. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  pray- 
ing that  an  inspection  of  tobacco  may  be  established  at  the  confluence  of  the  North  and  South  branches  of  the  Poto- 
mac river.  ' 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  officers  of  the  State  line  and  State  navy ;  praying  that  funds  may  be  provided  for  the 
payment  of  their  half  pay;  and  that  all  the  impediments  to  their  surveying  the  lands  granted  them  as  bounties,  may 
be  removed. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  White;  setting  forth,  that  during  the  late  war,  he  received  several  sums  of  public 
money,  as  county  lieutenant  of  Louisa,  the  vouchers  for  the  disbursement  of  which  were  destroyed  whilst  the  enemy 
were  in  that  county  in  the  year  1781  ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  prove  the  said  disbursements  by  his 
own  oath. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lunenburg,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  pray- 
ing that  the  act  of  Assembly,  which  authorises  the  owners  of  slaves  to  emancipate  them,  may  be  repealed. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Halifax,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lincoln,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  praying 
that  an  act  may  pass  for  establishing  the  town  of  Harrodsburg,  agreeably  to  a  plan  accompanying  the  said  petition. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Hogan ;  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  for  establishing  a  public  ferry  acrqss  Kentucky 
river,  from  his  lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  to  his  lands  on  the  opposite  shore. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Campbell,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  praying 
that  commissioners  may  be  appointed  to  ascertain  the  centre  of  the  said  county ;  and  that  the  courthouse  and  other  pub- 
lic buildings,  may  be  built  thereat. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordero',  That  no  petitions  or  memorials  be  received  in  this  House,  after  Saturday  se'nnight. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  up- 
on the  resolutions  agreed  to  yesterday  respecting  Commerce,  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  30,  1785. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "for  licensing  and  regulating  taverns;"  was  read  the  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  licensing  and  regulating  taverns." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  preventing  infection  of  the  horned  cattle;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  preventing  infection  of  the  horned  cattle." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

All  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  public  roads;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  public  roads." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  Wliite  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  appoint  commissioners  to  state  and  settle  the  losses  sustained  by 
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the  burning  the  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridgt;;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

A  bill,  "  directing  the  sale  of  certain  lands  late  the  property  of  John  Mills,  deceased,  for  payment  of  his  debts;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Simms,  David  Stuart,  Coles,  Thompson  and  Stro- 
ther. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  and  explain  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands,  and  for  other 
purposes ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  compelling  county  court  clerks  to  reside  in  the  county,  and  to  prevent 
them  from  removing  the  records  out  of  the  same,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  was  read  the  second  time ;  and  the  question 
being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  ; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Josliua  Fry  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday  se'nnight. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  according  to  order,  a  resolution  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
on  Monday  last,  respecting  commerce,  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  tiic  same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeth  : 

Whereas,  the  relative  situation  of  the  United  States,  has  been  found  on  trial,  to  require  uniformity  in  their  com- 
mercial regulations,  as  the  only  effectual  policy  for  obtaining  in  the  ports  of  foreign  nations,  astipulation  of  privileges 
reciprocal  to  those  enjoyed  by  the  subjects  of  such  nations  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  for  preventing  animosi- 
ties which  cannot  fail  to  arise  among  the  several  States,  from  the  interference  of  partial  and  separate  regulations;  and 
whereas,  such  uniformity  can  be  best  concerted,  and  carried  into  effect,  by  the  federal  councils,  which  having  been  in- 
stituted for  the  purpose  of  managing  the  interests  of  the  States,  in  cases  which  cannot  so  well  be  provided  for  by  mea- 
sures individually  pursued,  ought  to  be  invested  with  authority  in  this  case,  as  being  within  the  reason  and  policy  of 
tlieir  institution  ; 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  delegates  representing  this  Commonwealth  in  Con- 
gress, be  instructed  to  propose  in  Congress,  a  recommendation  to  the  States  in  Union,  to  authorise  that  Assembly 
to  regulate  their  trade  on  the  following  principles,  and  under  the  following  quahfications : 

1st.  That  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  be  authorised  to  prohibit  vessels  belonging  to  any  foreign  na- 
tion, from  entering  any  of  the  ports  thereof,  or  to  impose  any  duties  on  such  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  which  may  be 
judged  necessary ;  all  such  prohibitions  and  duties  to  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States,  and  the  proceeds  of 
the  latter  to  be  carried  into  the  treasury  of  the  State  within  which  they  shall  accrue. 

2d.  That  no  State  be  at  liberty  to  impose  duties  on  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandizes,  imported  by  land  or  by 
water  from  any  other  State,  but  may  altogether  prohibit  the  importation  from  any  State  of  any  particular  species  or 
description  of  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  of  which  the  importation  is  at  the  same  time  prohibited  from  all  other 
places  whatsoever. 

3d.  That  no  act  of  Congress  that  may  be  authorised  as  hereby  proposed,  shall  be  entered  into  by  less  than  two 
thirds  of  the  confederated  States,  nor  be  in  force  longer  than  thirteen  years. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof,  the  fol- 
lowing words,  to  wit :  "  unless  continued  by  a  like  proportion  of  votes  within  one  year  immediately  preceding  the  ex- 
piration of  the  said  period,  or  be  revived  in  like  manner  after  the  expiration  thereof;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes,     28.  Noes,     79. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Turberville,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Watkins; 

Ordered,  That  that  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  said  amendment,  be  in- 
serted in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  John  Cropper,  Joseph  Egglestoii,  Zachariah  Johnston,  Mi- 
chael Bowyer,  Mosos  Hunter,  Archibald  Stuart,  John  Tyler,  Henry  Sonthall,  French  Strother,  Henry  Fry,  Charles 
Simms,  David  Stuart,  Thomas  Smith,  junior,  George  Clendinnen,  Isaac  Coles,  William  Norvell,  Willliara  Walker, 
Wilhaiu  Thornton,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Robert  Sayres,  Griflin  Stith,  James  Madison,  jun.  William  Mayo,  John  Bow- 
yer, George  Thompson,  Nathaniel  Nelson,  James  limes  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  the  honorable  Benjamin  Harrison,  esquire.  Speaker; 
Samuel  Sherwin,  Samuel  Jordan  Cabell,  John  Trigg,  Robert  Clarke,  Philip  Peiullcton,  George  Hancock,  William 
Anderson,  Hickerson  Barksdale,  John  Clarke,  Charles  Moil  Talbot,  Samuel  Hawes,  Andiony  Ni-w,  Edmund  Read, 
Bernard  ftlarkhain,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  William  Watkins,  Joseph  Jones,  Miles  Kinc:,  Worlich  Westwood,  William 
Gatcwood,  William  Pickett,  Thomas  Helm,  Christopher  Greenup,  James  Garrard,  Ella's  Wills.  Charles  Mynn  Thru-- 
ton,  Alexander  White,  Andrew  Donnelly,  Edmund  Wilkins,  Jeremiah  Pate,  Ralph  Humj)hreys,  Isaac  Vanmiter, 
Garland  Anderson,  George  Jackson.  John  Prunty,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  John  Mayo,  jun.,  John  Dillard,  John  Rent- 
fro,  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  Robert  Marshall,  John  Roberts,  William  Dudley,  Benjamin  Temple,  James  Tapscott, 
Francis  Peyton,  Christopher  Robertson,  Samuel  Garland,  John  E<]warfU,  Francis  "  Corbin,  William  Curtis,  David 
Scott,  Daniel  Trigg,  Willis  Riddick,  William  Hartwell  Macon,  Willie  Wilson,  Daniel  Sandford,  Abraham  Beachuii, 
Charles  Porter,  Win.  Harrison,  Benjamin  L;nikford,  John  Clarke,  Edmund  Ruffin,  Caitlibert  Bullitt,  Daniel  Carr..l 
Brent,  George  Lee  Turberville,  Andrew  Moore,  Gawin  Hamilton.  John  Taylor,  John  Whitaker  Willis,  William  Gar- 
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rard,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  John  Howell  Briggs,  Richard  Cary,  Wilson  Cary,  An- 
drew Kincannon  and  Joseph  Prentis. 

And  then  the  said  resolution  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  according  to  order,  a  resolution  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  Monday  last,  respecting  commerce ;  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  an  act  ought  to  pass,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  the 
growth  or  produce  of  the  British  West  India  Islands,  or  their  settlements  on  this  continent,  in  foreign  bottoms,  from 
and  after  the  day  of  next,  until  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  have  completed  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britain,  or  settled  some  general  plan  for  the  regulation  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill,  "  to  prevent  losses  by  pirates,  enemies,  and  others,  on  tiic 
high  seas,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  also,  to  the  bill  "directinf^V 
the  course  of  descents."     And  then  he  withdrew.  ^ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  regulating  the  streets  in,  and  adjoining  to  the  town  of 
Alexandria,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  several  printed 
bills  contained  in  the  Revised  Code  of  laws,  as  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  being  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  1,  1785. 


Mr.  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  examined  several  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Watkins  do  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  Senate  for  their  examination. 

On  a  motion  made  to  the  following  effect: 

That  the  resolution  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House  on  yesterday, 
containing  instructions  to  the  delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  respecting  commerce,  does  not,  from  a 
mistake,  contain  the  sense  of  the  majority  of  this  House  that  voted  for  the  said  resolution ; 

Ordered,  therefore.  That  the  direction  to  send  the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate  for  their  concurrence,  be  rescind- 
ed; and  that  this  House  do  immediately  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  reconsider  the  said 
resolution ; 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  , 

Ayes,     60.  Noes,     33. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Thomson,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews; 

On'.ered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  said  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Michael  Bowyer,  John  Trigg,  Charles  Moil  Talbot,  Sam- 
uel Hawes,  Hugh  Rose,  Samuel  Jordan  Cabell,  Anthony  New,  Edmund  Read,  Henry  Southall,  BernanJ  Markham, 
Carter  Henry  Harrison,  VVilliam  Watkins,  Joseph  Jones,  Worlich  Westwood,  William  Gatewood,  Charles  Simms, 
David  Stuart,  William  Pickett,  Thomas  Helm,  Christopher  Greenup,  Elias  Wills,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  Thomas 
Smith,  Thomas  Underwood,  Jeremiah  Pate,  Ralph  Humphreys,  Isaac  Vanmiter,  Garland  Anderson,  John  Prunt}', 
John  Rentlro,  William  Walker,  William  Dudley,  Benjamin  Temple,  James  Tapscott,  Daniel  Trigg,  Willis  Riddick, 
Griffin  Stith,  Abraham  Beachum,  David  Bradford,  James  Madison,  jun.  William  Harrison,  Edmund  Ruffin,  Cuth- 
bert  Bulliit,  Daniel  Carrol  Brent,  George  Lee  Turberville,  Andrew  Moore,  Gawin  Hamilton,  Carter  Bassett  Harri- 
son, Thomas  Ediimnds  of  Sussex,  John  Howell  Briggs,  Richard  Cary,  Wilson  Cary,  Andrew  Kincannon,  Samuel 
Garland,  John  Edwards,  Benjamin  Logan,  VVilliam  Curtis,  David  Scott,  Joseph  Prentis  and  James  Innes. 

And  the  names  of  tho^e  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Joseph  Eggleston,  Zachariah  Johnston,  Robert  Clarke, 
Moses  Hunter,  Philip  Pendleton,  Archibald  Stuart,  W^illiam  Anderson,  Hickcrson  Barksdale,  John  Tyler,  David 
Patteson,  Freiicli  Strother,  Henry  Fry,  Miles  King,  George  Thomson,  Alexander  White,  Edmund  Wilkins,  George 
Jackson,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  William  Norveil,  John  Scasbrook  W^ills,  William  Thornton,  Francis  Peyton,  Richard 
Lee,  Thomas  Pcttus,  WilUam  Pettijohn,  William  Hariwell  Macon,  Willis  vVilson,  Daniel  Sandford,  John  Boivyer, 
John  Tyler,  William  Garrard,  Nathaniel  Nelson  and  Thomas  Matthews.  m 

The  House  then  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  said  resolution ;  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  ^ 
according  to  order,  had  the  said  resolution  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  aaieudments  thereto,  which  |L 
they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 
Z  6 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  report  do  lie  on  the  table. 

An  eiigiossed  bill,  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  appoint  commissioners  to  state  and  settle  the  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  burning  the  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridge  ;"  was  read  the  third  tune,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  state  and 
settle  the  losses  sustained  by  the  burning  the  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridge." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  mill-dams,  and  other  obstructions  of  water  courses;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  concerning  mill-dams,  and  other  obstructions  of 

water  courses."  ,     ,  .,,        ,     r,  i    ,    •       ,    • 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  benate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
An  en"-rosscd  bill,  "for  unlading  ballast,  and  burial  of  dead  bodies  from  on  board  ships." 

Resoleed,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  unlading  ballast,  and  burial  of  dead  bodies 
from  on  board  .-.hip  ." 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
[  An  tngrosscd  bill,  "concerning  servants;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

^  Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  servants." 

Ordered,  That  ?vlr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
An  engrossed  bill,  "for  apprehending  and  securing  runaways;"  was  read  the  third  time. 
Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  aci,  for  apprehending  and  securing  runaways." 
Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Alexander  While  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "  for  dividing  the  county  of  Hampshire ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "  for  granting  certificates  to  the  officers  late  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments,  for  five  years  full  pay,  in  lieu  of 
half  pay  for  life  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order. 
a  bill  "directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands,  late  the  property  of  Alexander  M'Kee,  for  payment  of  his  debts;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

INlr.  IMatlhews  reported,  according  to  order,  the  amendments  agreed  to  in  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
Friday  last,  to  the  bill  "  to  prevent  distress  being  made  by  the  sherifls  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  taxes  due  for 
the  present  year  until  March  next,  and  admitting  facilities  in  payment  thereof;"  and  lie  read  the  same  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered,    That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Underwood  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  estTiblishing  a  board  of  auditors 
and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  giving  powers  to  the  Governor  and  Council  in  cer- 
tain cases;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Underwood  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  (or  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of 
civil  goverinnent ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Archibald  Stuart  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  discharge 
(Jeorge  Taylor  and  .James  Madison,  Esquires,  from  further  proceeding  on  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature';''  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  connty  of  Lunenburg,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  Ibrth,  that  they  have  considered  the  bill  "for  establishing  a  provision  for  the 
teachers  of  the  christian  religion;"  published  by  order  of  the  last  Assembly,  and  highly  disapprove  of  the  same,  as 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  religious  freedom;  and  praying  that  the  sanie  may  not  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Loudoun,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
jame  elVect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Stafi'ord,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
.lume  efi'ect. 

Also,  a  jjctition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Henrico,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  ellect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  uhole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

rThe  House  procceclcd  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  regulating  the  streets  in,  and 
adjoining  to  the  town  of  Alexandria,"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,   'i'hat  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  aineiidinenis  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  prevent  losses  by  pirates,  ene- 
II  mies  and  others,  on  the  high  seas;"  and  the  same  being  read,  wvn'  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  acquaint  ilie  Senate  therewith. 
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Mr.  Prentis  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  vest  certain  lots  in  the  town  of  York,  in  trustees  for  ceriaiu 
purposes ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  tirst  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inliabitants  of  the  county  of  Campbell,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House,  and  read,  in  opposition  to  a  petition  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  presented  on 
Tuesday  last;  praying  that  com;nissioners  might  be  appointed  lo  ascertain  the  centre  of  the  said  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opniion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  peiition  of  Robert  Twiford,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  directed 
to  grant  hiin  a  warrant  of  a  similar  nature  with  one  which  he  accideuially  lost. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  nito  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  several  printed 
bills  contained  in  the  Revised  Code  of  laws,  as  reported  fro.n  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  Tuesday  next. 

And  then  tlie  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  2,   17S5. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  declaring  that  none  shall  be  condemned  without  trial,  and  that  justice  shall  not  be  sold  or 
deferred ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  biil  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  declaring  that  none  shall  be  condemned  without 
trial,  and  that  justice  shall  not  be  sold  or  deferred." 

Ordered,-  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  directing  what  prisoners  siiall  be  let  to  bail;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  directing  what  prisoners  shall  be  let  to  bail." 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  declaring  what  persons  shall  be  deemed  mulattoes  ;"   was  read  the  thu'd  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  declaring  what  persons  shall  be  deemed  mu- 
lattoes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  concerning  aliens;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  (he  title  be,  "  an  act,  concerning  aliens." 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  prevent  distress  being  made  by  the  sheriffs  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  taxes  due  for 
the  present  year,  until  March  next,  and  admitting  facilities  in  payment  thereof;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  prevent  distress  being  made  by  the  sheriffs  of 
this  Commonwealth,  for  the  taxes  due  for  the  present  year,  until  iVIarch  next,  and  admitting  facilities  in  payment 
thereof." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  for  dividing  tiie  county  of  Hampshire;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  directing  the  sale  of  certain  lands  late  the  property  of  Alexander  M'Kee,  for  payment  of  his  debts ;"  was 
read  the  second  tin)e,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  for  granting  certificates  to  the  oflicers  late  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments,  for  five  years  full  pay  in 
lieu  of  half  pay  for  lite ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Alessrs.  Bullitt,  Hunter,  Tyler, 
Meriwether  Smith,  David  Stuart,  Willis  Riddick,  Pendleton  and  liines. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  tlie  act,  '  for  estabhshing  a  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  tiie  whole  House  on  Alonday  next. 

A  biil,  "  for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

A  bill,  "  giving  powers  to  the  Governor  and  Council  in  certain  cases;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Madison,  Strother,  Archibald  Stuart,  Alexander  White,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  and  Stith. 

A  bill,  "  to  discharge  George  Taylor  and  James  Madison,  Esquires,  from  further  proceeding  on  the  trust  repos- 
ed in  theui  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  w 
time.  ^ 

A  bill,  "  for  vesting  certain  lots  in  the  town  of  York  in  trustees,  for  certain  purposes ;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  lime. 

Tiie  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
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Mr   Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the'said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time.  .   ,        ,    ,    „  .      ,    .  ^ 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  mto  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "■ 
"  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  lor  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under 
their  consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed 
him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again.  _  ^   .        >    ,    tt  ,        • , 

Resolved    That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  ol  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  authorising  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  to  grant 
conditional  pardons  in  certain  cases;"  and  that  Messrs.  Matthews,  William  Watkins,  Tyler,  Archibald  Stuart,  and 
Prentis,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same.  _  r  tt      •  , 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county  of  Harrison;'  and  that 
Messrs.  Prunty,  Jackson,  Scott,  Pettijohn,  Bradford  and  Shepherd,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Cominonwealtii;  also,  ou  the  bills  "punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  "for 
safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  proprietary  office  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  the  Northern  Neck ;"  and  "to  revive 
an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes;"  being 
read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  3,  1785. 


Aa  engrossed  bill,  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Hampshire;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein 
tilled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  dividing  the  county  of  Hampshire." 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  directing  the  sale  of  certain  lands,  late  the  property  of  Alexander  M'Kee,  for  the  payment 
of  his  debts ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,   "an  act,  directing  the  sale  of  certain  lands,  late  the  pro- 
perty of  Alexander  M'Kee,  for  the  payment  of  his  debts." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  discharge  George  Taylor  and  James  Madison,  from  further  proceeding  on  the  trust  re- 
posed in  theui  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,   "an  act,  to  discharge  George  Taylor  and  James  Madi- 
son, from  further  proceeding  on  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  vest  certain  lots  in  the  town  of  York  in  trustees,  for  certain  purposes;"  was  read  the  third 
time ;  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  guardians,  infants,  masters,  and  apprentices;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  concerning  guardians,  infants,  masters  and  ap- 
prentices." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs;"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blaidis  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,   "an  act,  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,   'con- 
cerning the  appointment  of  sheriffs." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

XA  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne: 
Mr.  Spkaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "for  improving  the  breed  of  iiorses;"  "to  prevent  the 
circulation  of  private  bank  notes;"  "concerning  escheats;"  "to  authorise  the  raising  a  sum  of  money  by  way  of  lot- 
tery, for  completing  a  cbaircli  in  the  borough  of  Winchester,  and  re-building  a  cliurch  in  the  parish  of  Elizabeth  river, 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk;"  and  "to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of 
the  tax  of  five  shillings  per  hundred  acres  on  lands  granted  by  patent,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  there- 
from."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Matthews  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "empowering  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  to 
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grant  conditional  pardons,  in  certain  cases;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  for  paying  certain  sums  of  money  to  Moss  Armi-|^ 
stead,  administrator  of  Joseph  Selden,  deceased,  and  Harry  Innes,  and  respecting  the  salaries  of  the  assistant  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  Kentucky  district.    And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Alexander  White 
reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  conside-  ^^ 
ration,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House  should 
think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  on  Monday  next.  ^ 

Resolved.  That  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  ^hole  House  ^ 
on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ordered.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  sell  certain  public  lands;"  and  that  Messrs.  Thomson, 
Garrard  and  Bradford,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  add  that  part  of  Yohogania  county  above  Cross  Creek  and  m 
betweei^  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  river,  to  Ohio  county;  and  that  Messrs.  Bradford,  Scott  and  '^ 
Pettijohn,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Prunty  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  establishing  the  town  of  Clarksburg,  in  the  county  of 
Harrison;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize;"  "punishing  certain  offences,  and  vest- 
ing the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  "for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  proprietary  office  in  that  part  of  the 
State  called  the  Northern  Neck ;"  and  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  cer- 
tain officers'  fees,"  and  for  other  purposes,  being  read; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  11  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  5,  1785. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  slaves;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  concerning  slaves." 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  enable  guardians  and  committees  to  perform  certain  acts  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are 
under  their  care;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  enable  guardians  and  committees  to  perform 
certain  acts  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  under  their  care." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "empowering  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  to  grant  conditional  pardons  in  certain  cases;"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-day. 

A  bill,  "for  establishing  the  town  of  Clarksburg  in  the  county  of  Harrison;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Henry  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and  they 
are  signed  by  their  Speaker;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "concerning  aliens;"  "concerning  mill-dams  andJT 
other  obstructions  of  water  courses;"  "  to  prevent  distress  being  made  by  the  sheriffs  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  ^ 
taxes  due  for  the  present  year,  until  March  next,  and  admitting  facilities  in  payment  thereof;"  "  to  revive  an  act,  enti-  fL 
tied  '  an  act,  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  state  and  settle  the  losses  sustained  by  the  burning  the  warehouses  at  Rocky 
Ridge;"  and  "  declaring  what  persons  shall  be  deemed  mulattoes."     And  then  he  withdrew.  ^ 

On  a  motion  made,  J^ 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed,  to  which  the  several  requisitions  of  Congress  made 
to  and  depending  before  this  Assembly  be  referred  ;  and  that  the  said  committee  do  report  their  opinion  thereupon,  toS* 
the  House.  *% 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Mercer,  Tyler,  Madison,  Zane,  and  Alexander  White. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  sundry  letters  from  the  delegates  of  this 
State  in  Congress,  and  from  the  Secretary  of  that  body;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
to  whom  are  referred  the  several  requisitions  from  Congress. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  honorable  Benjamin  Waller,  Esq.  containing  a  resignation 
of  his  office,  as  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
A  7 
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On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  public  printer  be  directed  to  strike  immediately  200  copies  of  the  act,  "  to  prevent  distress 
bein"-  made  by  the  sheriffs  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  taxes  due  for  the  present  year,  until  March  next,  and  ad- 
^mitti^g  facilities  in  payment  thereof;"  that  tlie  same  may  be  dispersed  throughout  the  country  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey: 

Mr.  Speaker, The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  regulating  conveyances,"  with  several  amendments, 

to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

j^  Mr.  Speaker, The  Senate  have  agreed  to  a  resolution  for  staying  execution  upon  a  judgment  obtained  by  the 

^  solicitor  general  against  John  Moffet.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  tiie  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 
y  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "to  discharge  George  Taylor  and  James  Madison,  from 

^  further  proceeding  on  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature;"  "directing  what  prisoners  shall  be  let 
to  bail  and  declaring  that  none  shall  be  condemned  without  trial,  and  that  justice  siiall  not  be  sold  or  deferred," 
with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "providing  that  wrongful  alienations  of  land  shall  be  void, 
so  far  as  they  be  wrongful."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  and  explain  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  and  explain  the  act,  entitled  'an  act, 
directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  two 
resolutions  agreed  to  on  Monday  last,  upon  the  subject  of  commerce;  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  tiie  House,  as 
followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  no  vessel  trading  to  this  State,  other  than  such  as  are  whol- 
ly owned  by  American  citizens,  or  the  subjects  of  kingdoms  or  States  having  commercial  treaties  with  the  American 
States,  shall  be  permitted  to  bring  in  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandizes,  not  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  king- 
dom or  State  to  whicli  she  shall  belong. 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  for  the  encouragement  of  ship  building  in  this  State,  a 
drawback  of  per  centum  on  the  duties  which  are  or  may  be  imposed  on  all  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 

dizes, imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  shall  be  allowed  to  the  citizens  of  this  State,  or  any  of  the  United  States,  im- 
porting such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandizes,  in  Virginia  built  vessels  which  shall  be  wholly  owned  by  such  citizens. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brouglit  in  pursuant  to  the  above  resolutions ;  and  also,  to  a  resolution  agreed 
to  on  Wednesday  last  upon  the  subject  of  commerce,  which  lay  on  the  table;  and  that  the  committee  of  Commerce, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  tiie  same. 

Tiie  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  President  of  tlie  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Delccrates  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  enclosing  an  act  and  sundry  resolutions  of  the  Legislature,  respecting  the  juris- 
diction and  navigation  of  the  rivers  Potomac  and  Pocomoke;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolutions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce. 

Ordered,  That  the  rest  of  the  said  papers  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  tlie  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey: 

Mr.  Speaker, — Tlie  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "to  prevent  frauds  and  perjuries,"  and  "for  restitution  of 
stolen  goods,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.   And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer  be  added  to  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  Commerce,  and  Propositions 
and  Grievances. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  for  restitution  of  stolen  goods ;"  and 
the  same  being  rend,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "declaring  that  none  shall  be  con- 
demned without  trial,  and  that  justice  shall  not  be  sold  or  deferred  ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameadments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  for  regulating  conveyances ;"  and 
tlic  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  order,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "empower- 
ing the  Governor,  with  tlie  advice  of  Council,  to  grant  conditional  pardons  in  certain  cases;"  and  after  some  time 
spi'iit  therein,  Mr.  Spi  akcr  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mi .  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der, liad  tlie  £aid  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same  and  made  several  amendments  there- 
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to,  which  he  read  i«  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  tlie  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents,  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern 
Neck  to  the  proprietor;"  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in 
the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  the  board  of  Auditors,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
"for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for 
the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize;"  "for  punishing  certain  offences  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;" 
"for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  proprietary  office  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  the  Northern  Neck;"  and  "lo 
revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes," 
being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Friday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  6,  1785.  ▼ 

An  engrossed  bill,  "empowering  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  to  grant  conditional  pardons  in  certain 
cases;"  was  read  the  third  time.  jf 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  empowering  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the 
Privy  Council,  to  grant  conditional  pardons  in  certain  cases." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a 
bill  "for  ascertaining  the  boundary  between  the  connties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Lincoln  into  three  distinct  counties;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "to  establish  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Zackquill  Morgan,  in  the  county  of  Monongalia;"  and  the  same  was  re- 
ceived and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "  to  repeal  in  part,  the  act  '  for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and 
guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  concerning  wills,  the  distribution  of  intestates' estates, 
and  the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators,"  with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this      » 
House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Tyler  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der, inquired  into  the  eligibility  of  Mr.  Archibald  Stuart,  a  member  returned  to  serve  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  for 
the  county  of  Botetourt,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Mr.  Stuart,  that  subsequent  to  his  election  in  the  year 
1783,  and  in  the  year  1784,  he  spent  the  greatest  part  of  his  time,  when  he  was  in  the  upper  part  of  the  country,  in 
the  county  of  Botetourt:  that  soon  after  the  rising  of  the  last  Assembly,  he  went  to  the  said  county,  where  he  resided 
until  the  1st  Tuesday  in  March,  when  his  business  required  his  attendance  at  the  court  of  Rockbridge  county;  that 
from  thence  he  repaired  to  the  court  of  Augusta  county,  in  Staunton,  where  he  remained  until  he  caine  to 
Richmond,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  General  Court;  that  since  the  last  election  he  has  chiefly  resided  in  Staun-  Vf 
ton;  that  he  was  never  enrolled  in  the  militia  of  any  county  since  he  left  tlie  seminary  at  which  he  finished  his  educa-  'I 
tion,  nor  has  he  ever  returned  a  list  of  his  property;  that  he  should  certainly  have  offered  himself  as  a  candidate  for 
Augusta  county  at  the  last  election  if  he  had  not  considered  himself  as  a  resident  of  Botetourt;  that  on  the  day  of 
the  election  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,  in  the  year  1785,  a  deed  was  made  to  him  for  an  unimproved  lot  of  land  in 
the  town  of  Botetourt,  which  was  that  day  recorded;  that  some  time  previous  to  the  last  election,  a  survej-or's  plat  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  of  land  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,  was  assigned  to  him  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion, which  was  lodged  in  the  register's  office  in  the  month  of  April  last.  '. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Mr.  John  Bowyer,  that  he  was  informed  by  se- 
veral of  the  inhabitants  of  the  couiHy  of  Botetourt,  that  Mr.  Stuart  w,i>  leit'ier  a  freehold^^r  nor  resident  in  the  said 
county  at  the  time  of  the  last  election;  and  that  he  had  never  returned  a  list  of  his  taxable  property  in  the  said 
county. 
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It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Mr.  Michael  Bowyer,  that  during  the  sitting  of  the 
last  Assembly,  Mr.  Stuart  informed  him  ho  had  rented  a  room  of  Mrs.  Bums,  in  the  town  of  Staunton,  where  he 
intended  to  reside,  and  wished  to  be  one  of  the  delegates  for  the  county  of  Augusta,  if  the  informant  resigned  when 
he  returned  from  the  Assembly;  that  in  the  month  of  March  last,  he  was  informed  by  Mrs.  Burns  that  she  had  ren- 
ted a  room-te  Mr.  Stuart. 

It  also  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Mr.  Patrick  Lockhart,  who  was  high  sheriff 
of  the  county  of  Botetourt  at  the  last  election,  that  at  the  last  Assembly,  Mr.  Stuart  informed  him  he  intended,  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  the  Assembly,  to  reside  in  the  town  of  Fincastle,  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,  and  requested  the  inform- 
ant would  furnish  him  with  a  room,  which  he  agreed  to  do,  but  as  Mr.  Stuart  did  not  afterwards  apply,  he  rented  it 
to  anottier  person;  that  Mr.  Stuart  was  never  enrolled  in  the  militia  of  the  said  county  of  Botetourt,  nor  did  he  ever 
return  a  list  of  his  taxable  property ;  and  that  he  never  considered  him  as  a  resident. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  Archibald  Stuart,  was  incapable  of  being  elected 
a  delegate,  to  serve  in  this  present  General  Assembly,  for  the  said  county  of  Botetourt. 

The  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson: 
y        Mr.  Spkaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Starke,  sen.     And 
then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  enable  guardians  and  committees  to  perform  certain  acts 
I  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  under  their  care."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Tyler  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
examined  the  certificates  of  the  election  of  delegates  returned  to  serve  in  this  present  General  Assembly,  compared  the 
same  with  the  form  prescribed  by  law,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  \vere  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  ae 
followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  certificates  of  the  election  of  delegates  returned  to  serve  in 
this  present  General  Assembly,  for  the  counties  of  Accomac,  Albemarle,  Amherst,  Bedford,  Berkeley,  Buckingham, 
Campbell,  Caroline,  Charlotte,  Charles  City,  Chesterfield,  Cumberland,  Fluvanna,  Gloucester,  Goochland,  Greensville, 
Hampshire,  Hanover,  James  City,  Isle  of  Wight,  King  George,  King  and  Queen,  King  William,  Lancaster.  Loudoun, 
Lunenburg,  Nansamond,  Norfolk,  Northampton,  Northumberland,  Orance,  Pittsylvania,  Powhatan,  Princess  Anne, 
Prince  Edward,  Prince  William,  Rockbridge,  Rockingham,  Southampton,  Spottsylvania,  Surry,  Sussex,  Warwick, 
Washington,  Westmoreland,  and  of  a  delegate  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  and  borough  of  Norfolk,  are  made  in  the 
form  prescribed  by  law. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  certificates  of  the  election  of  delegates  returned  to  serve 
in  this  present  General  Assembly,  for  the  counties  of  Amelia,  Augusta,  Brunswick,  Culpeper,  Dinwiddle,  Elizabeth 
City,  Essex,  Fauquier,  Fairfiix,  Fayette,  Greenbrier,  Halifax,  Harrison,  Henrico  Henry,  Jefferson,  Lincoln,  Louisa, 
Mecklenburg,  Middlesex,  Montgomery,  Monongalia,  New  Kent,  Ohio,  Prince  George,  Richmond,  Shenandoah  and 
Staflbrd,  are  not  made  in  the  form  prescribed  by  law. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  do  amend  at  the  table,  such  of  the  said  returns  as  are  defective  only  in  point  of  form. 

Ordered,  That  such  of  the  said  returns  as  are  defective  in  point  of  substance,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  poor  of  the  several  counties  within 
tliis  Commonwealth"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consi- 
deration, and  had  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  recommitted  to  Messrs.  Thomas  Smith,  Simms,  Matthews, 
Archibald  Stuart,  David  Stuart,  Temple,  Read,  Hunter,  Patteson,  Alexander  White,  Thompson,  and  Meriwether 
Smith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mi;.  Si'EAKER, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "concerning  the  dower  and  jointures  of  widows."  And  then 
he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dillard  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Saturday  se'nnight;  Mr. 
Porter  until  this  day  fortnight;  and  Mr.  Head  till  Thursday  week. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  '  concernin!:;-  naval  officers,  and  the 
duties  payable  on  goods  imported  into  this  Commonwealth;"  and  that  Messrs.  Tyler,  White,  Wilson  Cary,  and 
Archibald  Stuart,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  tlie  order  of  tlio  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  seve- 
ral printed  bills  contained  in  the  Revised  Code  of  laws,  as  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice ;  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Air.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  again  had  the  said  Revised  Code  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  following  bills. 
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A  bill,  "  for  the  more  general  difiusion  of  knowledge." 

A  bill,  "  for  the  restraint,  maintenance,  and  cure  of  persons  not  sound  in  mind.'' 

A  bill,  "for  registering  births  and  deaths;"  to  which  said  bills,  they  had  made  several  amendments,  which  they 
had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  said 
Revised  Code. 

A  petition  of  William  Murray,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  that  his  ac(-ouuts  for  supplies  fur- 
nished by  him  to  the  troops  which  were  sent  by  the  State  into  the  Illinois  country,  may  be  liquidated;  and  that  the 
balance  which  may  be  found  due,  may  be  paid  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  recorder  of  the  borough  of  Winchester,  on  behalf  of  the  Common  Hall  of  the  said  borough,  was 
presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  praying  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of.  Hustings,  may  be  enlarged. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  tiie  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  7,  17SJ. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  establishing  the  town  of  Clarksburg,  in  the  county  of  Harrison ;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of  Clarksburg,  in  the 
county  of  Harrison." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  for  ascertaining  the  boundary  between  the  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico;"  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  bill,  "  to  establish  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Zackquill  Morgan,  in  the  county  of  Monongalia;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Bradford,  Simms,  Prunty,  Jackson  and  Shepherd. 

A  bill,  "  to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  'for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and 
guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  on  Friday  next. 

A  bill,  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Lincoln  into  three  distinct  counties;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered* 
to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Jackson,  Logan,  Roberts,  Greenup  and  Garrard. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  preventing  infection  of  horned  cattle,"  with  an  amend- 
ment; to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew.  *^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "concerning  wills,  the  distribution  ^ 
of  intestates'  estates,  and  the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators;"  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to, 
others  amended  and  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  report 
upon  the  petition  of  Henry  Banks  was  recommitted,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  again 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and   come  to  a  resolunon  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  hisj|> 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  tite  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth  :  ^ 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  James  Hawkins,  on  the  23d  day  of  December  1783,  (two  days  preceding  a 
resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  was  to  take  effect  directing  no  more  treasury  land  warrants  should  be  issued) 
paid  into  the  treasury  2G6,075Z.  paper  currency  value,  on  account  of  sundry  specie  warrants  and  certificates  amount- 
ing to  266/.  Is.  8d.  applied  to  the  purchase  of  unappropriated  lands ;  that  on  the  same  day,  the  said  Hawkins  obtained 
the  auditor's  certificate  entitling  him  to  166,296  acres  of  waste  and  unappropriated  lands,  which  certificate  was  assign- 
ed by  the  said  Hawkins  to  the  said  Henry  Banks,  who  made  application  to  the  register  of  the  Land  Office  for  a  war- 
rant, after  the  time  had  expired  in  which  he  was  authorised  to  issue  them. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Henry  Banks,  is  reasonable;  and 
that  the  register  of  the  Land  Office  ought  to  issue  warrants  to  the  said  Henry  Banks,  Ibr  166,296  acres  of  waste  and 
unappropriated  lands.  ^i 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House.  W 

A  petition  of  William  Aiigustnie  Washington  and  Thomas  Russell,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  set- 
ting  forth,  that  they  are  members  of  the  company  called  the  Principio  Company,  all  of  whom,  except  the  petitioners,  / 

are  mhabitants  of  the  island  of  Great  Britain;  that  200  aires  of  land,  part  of  a  large  tract  in  the  county  of  Siafibrd,  V 

belonging  to  the  said  cixnpany  were,  upon  the  petition  of  James  Hunter,  Esq.  vested  in  him  by  the  Legislature,  for 
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the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  certain  iron  works,  which  he  hath  failed  to  do;  and  praying  that  the  said  200  acres  of 

la;ul  nay  be  re-vested  in  the  said  compan, ,  <m  i  that  commissioners  may'  be  appointed  to  allot  to  the  petitioners  their 
shares  of  all  the  said  company's  lands  in  tin-  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  rpf-rreJ  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  s  itij,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  B'-oune: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "concerning  guardians,  infants,  masters  and  apprentices," 
with  several  amendments;  to  whidi  they  lirsiie  the  concurrence  of  tins  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  seve- 
ral printed  bills  contained  in  the  Revised  Code  of  laws,  a.->  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  ;  ;md 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  iesumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  tlie  committee  u  .d, 
according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  Revised  Code  under  their  consiileration,  and  had  made  a  further  progress 
therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  said 
Revised  Code. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Meriwether  Smith,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills, 
"  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws  '  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth ;" 
and  "lor  the  admission  of  emigrants,  and  prohibiting  the  migration  of  certain  persons  into  this  Commonwealth." 

Mr.  Tyler  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "for  granting  certificates  to  the  officers  late  of  the  1st 
and  2d  State  regiments,  for  five  years  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendment,  do  lie  on  die  table. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  8,  17SS. 


Mr.  V/atkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  examined  several  to  them  rel'erred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Watkins  do  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  examination. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 
#  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  licensing  and  regulating  taverns,"  with  several  amend- 

ments; to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  and  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly, 
concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs,"  with  several  amendments ;  to  which  diey  also  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
mS^         The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  preventing  infection  of  horned 
^    cattle ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  w  ere  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  SenatS  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "concerning  guardians,  infants,  mas- 
ters and  apprentices;"  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  others  amended  and  agreed  to,  and  others  dis- 
agreed to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
m.  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assera- 

/*  hly  'concerning  the  appointment  of  sherifts;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mk.  Hpeaki'.r, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to  their  amendments  to  the 
hiil  "concerning  wills,  the  distribution  of  intestates'  estates,  and  the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators;"  and  they 
do  insist  upon  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the  said  bill.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read, 
Jicsolvcd,  That  this  House  doth  insist  upon  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  H.arison: 
m     11  ^''^-  j?''^.'^'^'':"' — '^''*^  Senate  recede  from  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  hill  "concerning 
m  wills,  the  distribution  ol  intestates'  estates,  and  the  duty  ol'  executors  and  administrators."     And  then  he  wiilidrew. 

ihe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  "  for  granting  certificates  to  the  officers  L.te  of  the 
1st  and  2d  State  regiments,  for  five  years  fuil  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life,"  which  lay  on  the  table  ;  and  the  same 
being  read,  were  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  biU,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
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Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  anrl  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  liad  under  tlieir  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  re- 
sohitions  thereupon,  «  hicli  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followelh  : 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  oj  th:s  committee,  That  tiie  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire, praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  to  establish  ,i  .varehuuse  fir  the  reception  and  inspection  of  tobacco  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  North  and  South  branches  of  Potomac  river,  is  reasonable. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  ttu  opinion  of  this  comm  ttee,  Thut  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of 
Bedford,  Campbell,  and  Amlierst,  praying  thai  an  inspection  of  tobacco,  hemp  and  flour,  may  be  established  at  Lynch's 
Ferry,  is  reasonable. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Smyth  Tandy,  praying  that  an  act  may 
pass  for  establishing  a  town  on  his  lands  in  the  county  ol  Amherst,  known  by  the  name  of  New  Glasgow,  is  rea- 
sonable. 

4.  Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  comtnittee,  That  the  petition  of  Edwurd  Digges,  praying  to  be  allowed 
the  portion  of  land  given  by  law  to  a  capiain  serving  three  years,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruciion  to  the  corannttee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "foi  es- 
tablishing an  inspection  of  tobacco  st  Kinsale  ni  the  couuiy  ol'  Westmoreland,  and  discontinuing  that  at  Rust's  smre- 
house,"  was  committed,  to  receive  a  clause  or  clauses  pursuant  to  the  1st  and  2  i  resolutions. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  3d  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  m  ibe  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "empowering  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy 
Council,  to  grant  conditional  pardons  in  certain  cases,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  tliey  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.   And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  Thai  Mr.  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Sen.ite  therewith. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  (he  committee  ol  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several 
resolutions  tliereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire, praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  remove  the  present,  as  well  as  to  prevent  any  future  stops  to  navigation  or  the 
passage  of  fish,  which  have  been  or  may  be  placed  or  fixed  in  the  South  branch  of  Potomac  river,  from  the  mouth 
thereof  upwards,  to  the  mouth  ol'  the  north  fork  of  the  said  river,  is  nasonable.  ^ 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of  1^ 
Hampshire,  praying  that  the  owners  of  mills  erected  across  the  South  branch  of  Potomac,  may  be  compelled  to  fix 
slopes  or  passes  in  their  mill-dams,  as  well  for  the  passage  of  fish  as  for  boats,  is  reasonable. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,   That  the  petition  of  William  White,  praying  that  he  may  ^ 
be  allowed  to  settle  his  account  upon  oath,  for  the  e.\])enditure  of  the  public  money  put  into  his  hands  as  county  1% 
lieutenant  of  Louisa,  the  receipts  and  vouchers  for  which  were  lost  in  the  invasion  of  this  State  by  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis,  is  reasonable. 

4.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  James  Hogan,  praying  that  a  ferry  may  §L 
be  established  from  his  land  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  across  the  Kentucky  river,  to  his  land  in  the  county  of  Fayette, 

s  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st,  2d  and  4th  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee 
of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  3d  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Mercer  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  several  requisitions  of  Congress  were  referred,  that  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come 
to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deUvered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  sums  of  specie  credited  to  this  State,  by  retuni  from  the  continental  board 
of  treasury  under  the  requisition  of  1784,  amount  to  160,982  dollars,  consequently  this  State  becomes  entitled  to  a 
credit  of  53,660  dollars  paper,  under  the  said  requisition;  that  all  credits  for  such  paper  certificates  expire  on  the  last 
day  of  the  year  current,  and  the  citizens  of  this  State  will  be  deprived  of  all  benefit  from  the  large  advances  of  the 
State  in  specie;  that  the  whole  amount  of  facilities  payable  under  the  said  requisition  issued  in  this  Slate,  appears  by 
a  return  of  the  Loan  Officer  to  be  32,186  dollars,  a  sum  which  does  not  much  exceed  one  half  of  what  this  State 
would  already  be  entitled  to  a  credit  for,  under  the  pajments  made  in  specie ;  that  by  a  certificate  from  the  treasurer, 
it  appears  that  he  has  now  in  his  hands  so  much  of  this  State's  quota  to  the  United  States,  as  is  equal  to  all  the  facili- 
ties issued,  payable  in  the  said  requisition. 

Resolved,  That  the  tieasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  exchaniiC  32,186  dollars  of  this  State's  quota  to 
the  United  States,  for  the  acnount  thereof  in  certificates,  for  interest  due  upon  the  continental  Loan  Office  certificates 
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issued  in  this  State,  and  for  the  lirtuidated  debts  of  the  citizens  of  this  State  and  signed  by  John  Hopkins,  which  have 
been  issued  up  to  the  7th  of  December  current;  and  that  he  pay  the  same,  or  so  much  thereof,  as  he  can  procure,  on 
or  before  the  1st  of  January  1786,  to  the  continental  Loan  Officer  in  discharge  of  this  State's  quota  to  the  United 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones :  ,  „     .  ,  ,  , 

Mr.  Speaker, The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  concerning  slaves,    with  several  amendments,  to  which 

ihcv  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew.  .,,,., 

A  petition  of  Leonard  Cowper,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1779,  when 
encaged  in  the  service  of  his  country  as  a  captain  in  the  Virginia  line,  he  was  treated  in  an  ignominious  manner  by 
an  officer  of  the  same  line,  and  was  compelled,  to  avoid  the  contempt  of  his  brother  officers,  to  challenge  the  aggres- 
sor- that,  in  a  duel  which  ensued,  the  petitioner  received  a  wound,  which  occasioned  the  loss  of  a  leg,  which  has  ren- 
dered him  incapable  of  supporting  himself;  and  praying  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  t!ie  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  several  printed 
i)ills  contained  in  the  Revised  Code  of  laws,  as  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  being  read: 
Ordered,  Tiiat  the  same  be  put  oft"  till  Monday  next. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  9,   17S5. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "for  granting  certificates  to  the  officers  late  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments,  for  five  years 
full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Du-Val: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  establisliing  the  town  of  Clarksburg,  in  the  county  of 
Harrison,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "concerning  servants,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  ihe  amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to  their 
amendment  to  the  bill  "concerning  guardians,  infants,  masters  and  apprentices;"  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  this  House,  to  their  amendment  to  the  bill  "for  licensing  and  regulating  tavern  keepers," 
and  they  do  recede  from  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  said  bill.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  establishing  the  town  of  Clarks- 
burg, ill  llie  county  of  Harrison;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordired,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "concerning  servants;"  and  the 
I  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  tiieir  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several 
resolutions  thereupon,  whicii  lie  read  in  iiis  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followetli: 

1.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  tins  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
praying  that  the  township  or  village  known  by  the  name  of  Harrodsburg,  in  the  said  county,  may  be  vested  in  trus- 
tees and  established  a  town,  is  reasonable. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  eommittee,  That  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  township,  who  were 
resident  therein  on  the  1st  day  of  June  1770,  and  h.ive  resided  therein  ever  since,  and  who  have  not  obtained  certifi- 
cates for  settlements  and  pre-emptions  Iroin  the  commissioners  appointed  to  adjust  the  claims  to  unpatented  lands,  ought 
to  retain  tiieir  possessions:  Provided,  such  possessions  shall  not  exceed  half  an  acre  for  each  family  as  an  in-lot,  and 
ten  acres  for  an  out-lot. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  residue  of  the 
lands  in  the  said  townsliip,  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  trustees  into  the  public  treasury. 

4.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Friesby  and  Luther  Stoddert, 
praying  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  purchase  refused  tobacco  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  the  same,  is  rea- 
sonalde. 

5.  Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bote- 
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tourt,  praying  tiiat  an  inspection  of  tobacco  may  be  established  on  the  lands  of  William  Crow,  in  the  said  county,  is 
reasonable. 

G.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  t!ie  petition  of  Andrew  Jee,  prayinu  that  a  ferry  maybe 
established  from  his  land  in  the  county  of  Monongalia,  over  Cheat  river  to  the  lands  of  Jacob  Scott  on  the  opposite 
shore,  is  reasonable. 

,        7.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Butler,  praying  that  a  ferr> 
may  established  from  his  lands  in  the  county  of  Monongalia  to  his  lands  on  the  opposite  shore,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  6th  and  7th  resolutions;  and  thai 
the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  tlie  commiltee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "  for  estab- 
lishing an  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kinsale,  and  discontinuing  that  at  Rust's  warehouse,"  was  committed,  to  receive 
a  clause  or  clauses,  pursuant  to  the  Sth  and  6th  resolutions. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "concerning  slaves;"  and  the  samel/ 
being  read,  were  agreed  to.  .  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  clearing  and  improving  the  navigation  of  Appomattox 
river;"  and  that  Messrs.  Eggleston,  Bibb,  Barksdale  and  Sherwin,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Prentis  reported,  from  the  commiltee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  George  Taylor,  James  Taylor  and  Joseph  Jones,  to  them  referred,  ai;d  had 
agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where-the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioners,  with  the  late  Colonel  Fielding  Lewis,  of  Fredericksburg,  were 
by  an  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1778,  appointed  trustees  to  sell  certain  lands  whereof  John  Thornton  of 
the  county  of  Caroline  died  seized,  and  vest  the  money  arising  therefrom  in  the  purchase  x>{  other  lands,  for  the  use 
of  his  co-heirs,  his  daughters  who  were  living,  and  the  representatives  of  those  who  were  dead;  such  purchases  of  land 
for  the  minors  to  be  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  their  parents,  Mr.  Samuel  Washington  and  Mr.  John  Lewis; 
and  that  the  trustees  were  by  the  said  act  directed  to  settle  their  accounts  with  the  court  of  the  county  of  Caroline : 
that  the  trustees  proceeded  to  sell  the  lands  at  public  auction,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  parties  interested,  when  the 
whole  were  purchased  by  General  Woodford  and  Colonel  John  Taliaferro,  who  intermarried  with  two  of  the  daugh- 
ters of  the  said  John  Thornton:  that  the  trustees  and  parents  of  the  minors,  were,  from  the  rapid  depreciation  of  the 
paper  money,  prevented  from  purchasing  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  minors  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  act;  and 
the  purchase  money,  which  was  not  received  by  the  trustees  until  the  year  1781,  was  at  length,  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
for  funding  the  paper  monej',  deposited  in  the  treasury :  that  the  trustees  being  from  these  circuinstances  unable  ful- 
ly to  execute  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  are  desirous  of  a  speedy  and  final  settlement  of  their  accounts;  and  that  they 
may  be  discharged  from  the  said  trust,  saving  to  the  minors  any  claim  they  may  have  in  law  or  equity  for  redress 
against  the  purchasers  of  the  said  lands,  which  request  not  being  opposed  by  the  parties  interested,  your  committee 
came  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  George  Taylor,  James  Taylor  and 
Joseph  Jones,  praying  that  commissioners  may  be  appointed  to  settle  their  accounts,  and  that  they  may  be  autho- 
rised to  assign  the  securities,  and  pay  the  monies  in  their  hands  to  Messrs.  Thornton  Washington  and  John  Lewis,  as 
guardians  of  Mildred  Lewis,  and  be  discharged  from  the  said  trust,  is  reasonable;  Provided,  that  such  assignment  and 
discharge  shall  not  prejudice  any  claim  the  said  Thornton  Washington  and  Mildred  Lewis,  may  have  in  law  or  equity, 
against  the  purchasers  of  the  said  lands. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to  their  amendment  to  the  bill 
"empowering  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  to  grant  conditional  pardons,  in  certain  cases;" 
and  they  do  adhere  to  the  said  amendment.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  keep  certain  roads  in  repair  ;"  and  that  Messrs  Simms,  Da- 
vid Stuart,  Strother,  Watkins,  Bullitt,  White,  Thruston,  Jones,  Zane  and  Brent,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  this  House,  that  James  Berwick,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  eighth  Virginia  re- 
giment on  continental  establishment,  entered  into  the  service  of  this  State  in  the  year  1776,  and  continued  in  the  ser- 
vice of  this  State  in  various  military  employments,  until  the  year  1780;  bat  the  said  James  Berwick,  not  having  con- 
tinued in  the  line  the  term  of  three  j'ears,  he  is  precluded  from  obtaining  from  the  register's  office,  a  warrant  for  the 
quantity  of  lands  allowed  to  officers  of  his  rank  who  continued  to  serve  in  the  line  for  the  term  of  three  years  ;  and 
whereas,  it  appears  to  this  House  to  be  just  and  reasonable,  that  the  said  James  Berwick  should  be  allowed  the  same 
bounty  in  lands  as  is  allowed  to  a  lieutenant  who  continued  to  serve  in  the  line  for  the  term  of  three  years,  he  having 
served  in  several  military  employments  for  a  much  longer  term  ; 

Resolvtd,  ihenjorc.    ihat  the  register  of  the  Land  Oflice  be  directed  to  issue  to  the  said  James  Bervvick,  a  war- 
C  7 
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rant  for  a  first  lieutenant's  proportion  of  land,  to  be  located  in  the  district  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr   Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Hampshire,"  with  several  amend- 
ments, to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  petition  of  James  Anderson,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  praying  that  funds  may  be  provided  for 
the  payment  of  the  warrants  granted  him  for  his  services  as  armourer  to  the  State,  during  the  late  war. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Ginin  and  others;  setting  forth,  that  sundry  lots  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  belonging  to 
the  petitioners,  have  been  taken  for  tiie  use  of  the  public  in  pursuance  of  the  act  "for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment;" and  praying  tliat  the  amount  of  the  valuation  of  the  said  lots,  may  be  paid  to  them. 
#  Also,  a  petition  of  Henry  Banks ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1783,  he  purchased  a  large  quantity  of  flour  from 
the  public  treasurer,  the  greatest  part  of  which  he  could  not  procure  from  the  inspectors;  and  praying  that  the  value 
thereof  may  be  paid  lo  him. 

Ako,  a  petition  of  John  Washington,  late  high  sheriff  of  Westmoreland  county;  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed 
further  time  to  collect  the  certificate  t^ix  for  the  year  1783;  and  that  the  interest  and  damages  upon  a  judgment  ob- 
tained against  him  I'oc  ihe  amount  thereof,  may  be  remitted. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Martin  Baker  ;  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  rent  for  a  house  in  the  town  of  Richmond, 
which  was  taken  by  Major  Hamilton  in  the  year  1781,  for  the  use  of  the  public. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Foster  Webb ;  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  pay  into  the  public  treasury,  the  balance 
of  the  paper  money  remaining  in  his  hands,  which  he  received  as  pay-master-general  of  the  State,  during  the  late  war. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Burges  Ball,  late  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  Virginia  line;  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted 
to  account  upon  oath,  for  a  sum  of  money  which  he  received  from  the  public  in  the  year  1780,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
cruiting, and  which  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Ball,  merchant,  late  of  the  Island  of  St.  Eustatius;  praying  that  he  may  be  paid  for 
the  ship  Renown,  with  her  cargo,  which  was  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  public  in  the  year  1781,  and  which  was 
soon  alter  captured  by  the  enemy. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Pickett;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1783,  he  purchased  a  large  quantity  of  hemp, 
of  the  agent  appointed  to  sell  the  specifics  then  received  into  the  treasury,  but  could  not  procure  a  great  part  of  it 
from  the  inspectors ;  and  praying  that  the  value  may  be  repaid  to  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  administratrix  of  Joel  Mohun,  deceased ;  praying  that  the  treasurer  may  be  directed  to  pay 
the  amount  of  a  warrant  which  was  granted  to  her  deceased  husband  for  services  rendered  to  the  public. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Peter  Rezard  de  Wouves  Darges;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  August  last,  a  negro 
fellow,  the  property  of  Monsieur  Vigo,  was  condemned  to  suffer  death  by  the  court  of  Jefferson  county,  and  was  va- 
lued at  80/. ;  but  before  the  day  of  execution  arrived,  he  made  his  escape  from  jail,  and  was  soon  after  killed  by  the 
Indians;  that  he  purchased  the  certificate  of  the  valuation  for  a  valuable  consideration;  and  praying  that  the  amount 
thereof,  may  be  p;iid  to  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Robert  Patterson;  praying  that  the  public  may  reimburse  hitn  for  a  sum  of  money  by  him 
•expended  in  the  year  1781,  in  hiring  scouts  to  watch  the  approach  of  the  Indians  in  Kentucky. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Campbell  and  Daniel  Joseph ;  praying  that  they  may  receive  immediate  payment  of  a 
certificate  granted  them  by  the  auditors  for  a  large  number  of  cattle  which  they  had  purchased  in  the  year  1781,  and 
which  were  immediately  impressed  by  the  commissioners  of  Augusta  county,  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Hopkins  and  Richard  Graves,  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Littlepage's  warehouses,  in 
New  Kent  county ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  May  last,  the  warehouses  were  broken  open,  and  a  quantity  of 
tobacco  stolen  therefrom;  and  praying  thul  the  same  may  be  reimbursed  to  them  by  the  public. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Hunt  and  William  Meredith,  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Indian  and  Dymer's  warehou- 
ses; setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  July  last,  the  warehouses  were  broken  open  and  a  quantity  of  tobacco  stolen 
iherefrom;  and  praying  that  th-,'  same  may  be  reimbursed  to  them  by  the  public. 

Diilcrnl,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  |)etilion  o(  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  New  Kent,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  present- 
ed to  the  Houst',  and  read ;  praying  that  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  formerly  established  at  Littlepage's  in  the  said 
county,  which  has  been  discontinued,  may  be  revived. 

Also,  a  pPiiiion  of  the  executors  of  Geiural  Hugh  Mercer,  deceased;  praying  that  a  small  tract  of  land,  of  which 
thf  said  Mercer  died  seized,  on  the  river  Rappahannock,  may  be  laid  off  into  lots  and  streets,  and  established  as  a 
tou  n. 

Also,  a  petition  of  David  Crews;  praying  that  he  may  be  authorised  to  keep  a  public  ferry  across  the  Kentucky 
river,  from  his  lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  to  the  opposite  shore. 

AUo,  a  petition  o(  the  prisiili  nt  and  directors  of  the  company  established  for  opening  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Poloiiiiic;  praying  that  the  act  lijr  opening  the  said  river,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  depth  of  the  canals  to  be  cut,  may 
be  amended. 


^  81 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince  William,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed; 
praying  that  a  more  direct  road  than  that  now  used,  may  be  opened  from  Ashby's  Gap,  in  the  Blue  Ridt':e,  to  DumlVies. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed  ;  setting 
forth,  that  they  have  been,  from  various  causes,  unable  to  pay  their  proportion  of  the  public  taxes  since  the  termina- 
tioq  of  the  war;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  discharge  part  of  the  arrears  in  labor,  by  opening  a  road 
from  the  highest  navigable  waters  of  James  River,  to  the  falls  of  the  great  Kanawha. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  commissioners  appointed  for  apportioning  the  lands  allotted  to  the  Illinois  regiment;  pray- 
ing that  the  act,  under  which  th,  y  acted,  may  be  continued  and  amended. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  merchants,  traders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Petersburg ;  setting  forth,  that  they 
conceive  the  salaries  at  present  allowed  to  the  inspectors  of  tobacco,  are  not  adequate  to  their  trouble ;  and  praying 
that  the  same  may  be  enlarged,  and  that  the  inspection  law  may  be  amended. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Amherst,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  praying 
that  the  same  may  be  divided  into  two  distinct  counties. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of  Amherst,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
in  opposition  thereto. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Campbell,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  Joseph  Simons;  setting  forth,  that  by  several  acts 
of  Assembly,  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  I^ouisville,  were  directed  to  sell  sundry  lots  in  the  said  town,  and  apply  the 
money  arising  therefrom  to  the  discharge  of  a  mortgage  which  the  petitioners  held  upon  the  land,  which  they  have 
failed  to  do;  and  praying  that  commissioners  may  be  appointed  to  sell  the  said  lots,  and  pay  off  the  petitioner's  debts. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Essex,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  setting 
forth,  that  by  the  operation  oCthe  late  iuspection  law,  the  inspections  of  tobacco  at  Hobb's  Hole  and  Bowler's,  in  the 
said  county,  will  be  discontinued,  without  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature,  as  a  sufficient  quantity  of  tobacco  was 
not  received  to  defray  the  expenses;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  continued. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Wiiliam  Anderson;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1778,  an  act  passed,  authorising  the  peti- 
tioner to  keep  a  public  ferry  from  his  land  in  Botetourt  county,  across  James  river  to  the  opposite  shore  since  which 
period,  the  court  of  the  said  county  have  autfiorised  William  Crow  to  keep  a  ferry  from  his  land  across  the  said 
river,  to  the  land  of  the  petitioner,  to  his  great  prejudice ;  and  praying  that  the  last  mentioned  ferry  may  be  discon- 
tinued. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Crow,  in  opposition  thereto. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Campbell ;  praying  that  a  town  may  be  established  upon  his  land,  opposite  the  lower 
falls  of  the  river  Ohio;  and  that  the  petitioner  may  also  be  authorised  to  keep  a  public  ferry  across  the  said  river. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  James  River  Company ;  setting  forth,  that  they  conceive, 
that  the  words  of  the  act  for  opening  the  navigation  of  the  said  river,  so  far  as  they  respect  the  extent  to  which  the 
navigation  is  to  be  carried,  are  vague  and  uncertain;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  more  expressly  defined;  and 
that  they  may  be  authorised  to  enlarge  the  number  of  shares,  to  borrow  money  on  intetest,  and  to  make  such  regula- 
tions as  they  may  think  proper,  with  respect  to  the  depth  of  the  canals  which  are  to  be  cut. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Washington,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  pray- 
ing that  the  same  may  be  divided  into  two  distinct  counties. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Rockbridge,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  pray- 
ing that  a  part  of  the  said  county,  agreeably  to  the  bounds  therein  mentioned,  may  be  added  to  the  county  of  Bote- 
tourt. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Bernard  Gratz,  Joseph  Simons,  Edmund  Mills  and  Michael  Gratz ;  setting  forth,  that  previous 
to  the  late  revolution,  a  certain  George  Croghan,  being  largely  indebted  to  the  petitioners,  conveyed  to  them  sundry 
tracts  of  lands  which  he  had  purchased  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  about  30  years  ago,  and  which  purchase  was 
ratified  by  the  said  Chiefs,  at  a  treaty  held  at  Fort  Stanwix  in  1768 ;  and  praying  that  their  titles  to  the  said  lands 
may  be  confirmed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  disapprove  of  and  consider  as  unjust,  the  act,  "incorporating 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  so  far  as  it  grants  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  churches,  glebes,  Sic.  to  that  Church;" 
and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  sold  in  aid  of  the  public  debt. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  James  City,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ;  to  the 
same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Caroline,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub-cribed;  setting 
forth,  that  they  conceive  the  act  of  Assembly  "  for  establishing  a  port  or  ports  on  each  liver,  and  compelling  all  foreign 
vessels  to  lade  and  unlade  at  these  ports,"  to  be  repugnant  to  the  interest. and  principles  of  commerce;  establishing  an  W 
invidious  and  unnecessary  distinction  between  natives  and  foreigners;  contrary  to  that  friendly  intercourse  which  should  ^ 
subsist  between  States;  counteracting  the  gracious  dispensation  of  Providence  in  diffusing  trade  and  navigation 
through  great  part  of  the  State  by  our  several  rivers;  and  on  these,  and  many  other  accounts,  contrary  to  our  true 
interest;  and  praying  that  the  said  act  may  be  repealed. 
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Also,  a  petition  of  sutidry  inhabitants  of  t lie  county  of  Culpeper,  whose  names  are  tliereunto  subscribed;  to  the 
>anie  eflect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Prince  William,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ; 
to  the  same  effect. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. T-.  •  ^ 

A  petition  of  Brvan  Fairfax,  attorney  in  tact  for  Robert  Lord  Fairfax  and  Denny  Fairfax,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read  ;  settinq  forth,  tiiat  bv  an  act  of  Assembly  passed  in  1736,  the  ten^itory  of  the  Northern  Neck,  was^ 
virtuajlv  confirmed  to  the  late  Lord  Fairfax,  as  proprietor;  and  by  his  death  is  descended  to  the  said  Robert  and  Den- 
ny residents  in  Great  Britain;  that  by  the  principle  of  antenati  and  the  law  of  nations,  the  petitioner  greatly  doubts 
whether  the  subjection  of  the  said  Robert  and  Denny  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  creates  a  forfeiture;  but  under  the 
terms  of  a  law  now  dependinsr,  the  said  rights  will  be  cancelled  without  retribution;  and  praying  that  this  case  may  be 
considered ;  and  in  case  of  forfeiture  compensation  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "for  deciding  the 
payment  of  quit  rents  due  from  the  inhabitants  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Northern  Neck." 

A  petition  of  Charlotte  Dalton,  wife  of  Samuel  Dalton,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that 
her  said  Imsband,  havinu;  been  deprived  of  reason,  it  was  judged  by  the  petitioner  and  her  friends,  necessary  for  the 
interest  of  bis  family,  to  sell  a  tract  of  land,  the  property  of  the  said  Samuel,  which  being  done,  she  is  advised  no  legal 
title  can  be  made;  and  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  to  confirm  the  said  sale. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Joseph  Nourse,  James  Nourse  and  William  Nourse ;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  executors  of 
James  Nourse,  deceased,  who  by  his  will  devised  to  ten  children  all  his  real  and  personal  estate,  to  be  equally  divided 
amongst  tliem,  his  real  estate  consisting  of  one  tract  of  land  containing  1,000  acres;  that  the  personal  estate  is  not  suf- 
ficient to  pay  his  debts,  and  the  division  of  the  said  land  will  create  great  distress  to  his  family ;  and  praying  that  an 
act  may  pass  to  vest  the  said  land  in  trustees,  to  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  and  any  overplus  arising  from 
such  sale  to  be  equally  divided  among  his  children. 

Ordered.,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  CourtS'of  Justice ;  that  they  do  examine  the  mat- 
ter thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Brent  be  added  to  the  committees  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  and  Courts  of  Justice. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  direct  such  sums  of 
money  to  be  advanced  to  the  Sieur  Chevallie,  jun.  on  account,  out  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  debts 
due  to  foreign  creditors,  as  shall  be  judged  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  said  Chevallie,  jun.  during  his  resi- 
dence in  this  Commonwealth  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  payment  of  the  debt  due  from  this  Commonwealth  to  his 
father,  the  Sieur  Chevallie,  sen. 

And  th€  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Braxton  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Com- 
monwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  decide  the  payment  of  quit  rents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Neck,  to  the 
proprietor;"  "  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river,  in  the  Slate  of 
North  Carolina;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  "  for  regulating 
and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  establishment  of 
Courts  of  Assize;"  "punishing  certain  oflences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  "for  safe  keeping 
the  records  of  the  proprietary  ofiice  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  the  Northern  Neck;"  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled 
'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  oflicers  fees,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "to  repeal  in  part 
the  act,  '(or  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  againt  invasions  and 
insurrections,"  being  read ; 

Ordired,  That  the  same  be  put  oft"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  10,  1785. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hunter  liavc  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  llie  bill  "  for  dividing  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire;" and  the  same  being  read  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  this  House,  and 
adhered  to  by  the  Senate,  "to  the  hill  empowering  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  to  grant  coa 
Uitmnal  parpens  in  ccrtaiu  cases,"  and  the  same  being  read; 
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Re.tohed,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill,J^ 
and  doth  agree  to  the  said  ainendiiient  of  the  Senate.  ^ 

Ordered,  Thnt  Mr.  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Hpsoivid,  That  the  Governor  and  Council  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly,  the  books  respect- 
ing the  Public  Foundry  at  Westham. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wilkinson  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resoloed,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  register  all  certificates  granted 
for  monies  loaned  this  Slate,  and  reduce  the  same  to  specie  value,  and  to  issue  warrants  for  interest  which  may  be  due 
thereon,  which  warrants  shall  be  receivable  for  taxes  in  the  same  manner  as  those  issued  on  certificates  registered 
prior  to  the  Isi  day  of  May  last. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to  examine  the  books  and  papers  in  the  auditor's  and 
solicitor's  offices,  and  report  the  state  and  condition  thereof,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs.  Underwood,  Willis,  John  Bowyer,  Wilkinson  and  Stith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  treasurer  pay  to  John  Ryan,  the  sum  of  5^.  in  part  of  his  pension  due  the  ensuing  year,  out 
of  any  public  money  in  his  hinds. 

And  the  said  resoluiioii  beaig  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  bj'  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Zane  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  petition  of  John  Irvine,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  a  vvagon  and  team  belonging 
to  the  petitioner,  were  employed  103  days  in  attending  the  militia  ordered  to  South  Carolina,  for  which  he  has  re- 
ceived a  warrant  for  10/.  6d.,  a  sum  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  services  performed;  and  praying  a  further  allow- 
ance. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Andrew  Leprad;  setting  forth,  that  in  October  1782,  he  paid  into  the  treasury  a  large  sum 
of  money  with  an  intention  of  procuring  land  warrants  therefor;  but  being  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  necessary 
steps  which  should  be  taken,  he  neglected  to  apply  to  the  register  until  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  had  pass- 
ed prohibiting  the  issuing  such  warrants;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  oi'  James  Crane  ;  setting  forth,  that  as  deputy  sherifl"  of  the  county  of  Berkeley,  in  the  year  1783, 
he  advanced  to  sundry  witnesses  and  veniremen,  a  sum  of  money,  for  which  he  received  from  them  the  warrants 
granted  for  their  attendance;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  pay  the  same  into  the  public  treasury  in  part 
of  his  collection. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Edward  Valentine;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1781,  he  received  several  dangerous  wounds 
from  the  enemy,  in  the  cure  of  which  he  expended  a  considerable  sum  of  money ;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be 
reimbursed  by  the  public. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  persons ;  praying  that  funds  may  be  provided  for  the  payment  of  the  tobacco  lent  by 
them  to  the  public,  under  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  June  1780. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Taverner  Beale ;  setting  forth,  that  the  auditors  have  refused  to  make  him  any  allowance  for 
his  services  as  quarter-master  to  the  8th  Virginia  regiment,  previous  to  the  1st  of  January  1777,  alleging  that  they 
are  not  authorised  so  to  do,  as  their  power  commenced  at  that  period ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Gist;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  allowed  by  the  General  Assembly  a  pension  in  con- 
sideration of  a  wound  he  received  with  the  French  and  Indians,  in  the  year  1758,  which  has  been  discontinued;  and 
praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  receive  the  same  during  life,  and  that  the  arrears  now  due  may  be  paid  to  him. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Mat'liew  Pollock ;  praying  to  be  paid  by  the  public  for  a  horse  which  was  taken  from  him 
by  the  enemy  in  the  year  1781,  whilst  he  was  eng;iged  in  removing  the  records  of  the  superior  courts  into  a  place  of 
safety. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Henry  Mann;  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  directed  to  settle  his  accounts,  and  grant  him 
certificates  for  the  depreciation  of  his  pay  as  quarter-master  for  the  garrison  at  Hampton,  from  the  23d  of  December 
1777,  to  the  20th  of  March  1780 

Also,  a  petition  of  Reuben  Coutts;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1781,  a  certain  John  G.  Fra7,er  was  committed 
to  the  public  jail,  and  upon  application  to  the  General  Court,  was  admitted  to  bail  upon  giving  the  petitioner  as  secu- 
rity for  his  apf)earance;  that  the  said  Frazer  not  appearing  at  the  time  appointed,  a  judgment  has  been  obtained 
against  the  petitioner  for  160/.;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  relieved  therefrom,  as  the  said  Frazer  is  now  returned 
to  the  State. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Rowland  Madison;  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  directed  to  settle  his  account?  as  quarter- 
D  7 
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Iraaster  and  commissary  to  a  body  of  militia,  sent  in  the  year  1781  to  the  assistance  of  General  Clarke  at  the  falls  of 
She  Ohio. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Brown;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  1781,  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British  in  the 
engagement  at  the  Green  Springs,  who  took  from  him  several  valuable  articles;  and  praying  that  the  value  thereof 
may  be  paid  to  liim  by  the  public. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Dawson ;  setting  forth,  that  he  served  a  considerable  time  as  a  midshipman  in  the 
navy  of  this  State,  but  has  been  prevented  by  the  death  of  the  captain  of  the  ship  in  which  he  last  served,  from 
obtaining  such  a  certificate  as  would  entitle  him  to  the  depreciation  of  his  pay;  and  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be 
directed  to  receive  other  satisfactory  proof,  and  settle  his  accounts. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Rose;  setting  forth,  that  he  acted  as  quarter-master  to  the  militia  and  volunteers,  and 
as  an  assistant  to  the  (luartcr-master  general  of  the  State,  from  the  year  1777  to  the  year  1780;  and  praying  that  the 
auditors  may  be  directed  to  grant  him  certificates  for  the  depreciation  of  his  pay. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Thomas  Mountjoy;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  in  the  year  1781,  appointed  a  recruiting  officer, 
and  after  raising  a  number  of  men,  settled  his  accounts  with  the  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose;  and  not- 
withstanding he  obtained  a  receipt  in  full  from  them,  he  has  since  been  compelled  by  the  auditors  to  account  for  the 
sum  of  8/.  13s.  5d.;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  refunded. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Johnston;  praying  to  be  paid  for  a  wagon  and  team,  taken  from  him  for  the  use  of 
the  army,  and  for  which  he  has  received  no  compensation. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Claims;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  trustees  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Falmouth,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  pray- 
ing that  they  may  be  permitted  to  lay  off  into  lots  and  streets  twenty  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  said  town. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Reynolds ;  praying  that  a  warrant  which  he  received  for  his  services  as  field  conductor 
of  military  stores,  may  be  paid;  and  that  he  may  be  allowed  a  bounty  in  lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Edward  Mitchell;  setting  forth,  that  there  is  in  the  county  of  Elizabeth  City,  a  small  piece  of 
land  called  Point  Comfort,  which  belongs  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  upon  which  there  was  a  small  house,  but  the 
same  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  as  it  served  in  some  measure  as  a  light-house  to  vessels  coming  into  Hampton 
road;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  rebuild  the  same,  and  occupy  it  for  a  certain  term  of  years. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Benjamin  Ruflin,  John  Simons  and  Arthur  Foster;  setting  forth,  that  the  father  of  the  peti- 
tioner Benjamin  Rufliu,  and  the  other  petitioners  were,  in  the  year  1782,  appointed  to  value  the  lands  in  the  county 
of  Southampton,  which  tiiey  performed  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  judgment,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people; 
but  the  justices  appointed  to  value  the  land  of  the  petitioners  have  fixed  it  at  three  times  as  much  as  the  lands  of  the 
same  quality  in  the  same  neighborhood ;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Harvie  and  Charles  Simms ;  setting  forth,  that  they  did,  in  partnership  with  Colonel 
John  Neville,  in  the  years  1776  and  1780,  locate  two  warrants  upon  an  island  in  the  Ohio  river  near  Fort  Pitt,  and 
proceeded  to  survey  the  same,  and  actually  settled  two  tenants  thereon;  that  since  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsyl- 
vania has  been  ascertained,  it  appears  that  the  said  island  is  within  the  limits  thereof,  and  the  petitioners  supposed 
that  their  right  to  the  same  would  have  been  confirmed,  in  consequence  of  the  compact  entered  into  between  the  two 
Slates  on  that  occasion ;  but  they  have  been  informed  that  their  tenants  have  been  dispossessed,  and  the  right  of  pre- 
emption given  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  General  William  Irvine;  and  praying  the  interposition  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Campbell;  setting  forth,  that  under  the  laws  of  this  State,  he  had  acquired  a  right  to 
sundry  tracts  of  land,  which  are  found  to  be  within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania,  and  which,  he  is  apprehensive  he  shall 
be  unable  to  secure  without  the  interposition  of  tlie  General  Assembly;  and  praying  relief. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Savage,  naval  officer  of  the  district  of  Northampton ;  praying  that  he  may  be  per- 
mitted to  keep  his  office  at  the  courthouse  of  the  said  county,  instead  of  Bridgetown,  which  is  Tbund  to  be  inconve- 
nient to  persons  attending  upon  business. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Steel ;  praying  that  he  may  be  authorised  to  keep  a  public  ferry  across  the  Kentucky 
river,  lioin  his  land  at  the  Stone  Lick,  in  the  county  of  Fayette,  to  the  opposite  shore. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Kemp;  praying  that  the  auditors  may  be  directed  to  grant  him  certificates  for  the  de- 
preciation of  his  pay  as  purveyor  to  the  continental  hospital  in  this  State,  from  the  year  177C  to  the  year  1781; 
aiid  that  he  may  also  be  allowed  a  bounty  in  lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Hoomes;  setting  forth,  that  he  has,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  last  Assembly,  kept  up  the 
line  of  stages  therein  mentioned;  that  he  finds  the  stage  between  Petersburg  and  Portsmouth  of  no  advantage  to  the 
public,  and  is  extremely  burtheusoinc  to  him;  and  praying  that  it  may  not  be  considered  as  a  breach  of  his  bond, 
given  for  keeping  up  the  line  of  stages,  if  he  should,  before  the  expiration  of  three  years,  decline  keeping  one  be- 
tween Petersburg  and  Portsmouth. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Benjamin  Harrison;  setting  forth,  that  he  accidentally  lost  a  certificate  of  his  right  to  the 
pre-emption  of  1000  acres  of  land  in  tlie  Kentucky  district;  and  praying  that' the  register  may  be  directed  to  grant 
him  a  warrant  for  ihi'  same. 

Also,   a  petition  of  sundry  persons,  members  of  the  Menonist  church,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed ; 
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setting  forth,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  their  church,  that  its  members  should,  on  any  occa- 
sion, bear  arms ;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  exempted  from  militia  duty. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen  and  common  council  of  the  city  of  Williamsburg;  praying 
that  the  capitol  square  in  the  said  city,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  which  was  granted  them  for  ten  years,  may  be 
vested  in  the  said  corporation  in  fee  simple,  for  the  use  of  the  grammar  school. 

Also,  a  petition  of  James  Barnett;  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  a  bounty  in  lands,  in  consideration  of  his 
services  during  the  late  war. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Lewis;  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Daniel  Leet ;  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  George  Stubblefield ;  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Robert  Fowke ;  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Edward  Herndon ;  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Samuel  Pettus  ;  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  Mountjoy ;  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  William  Wyatt  and  John  Anderson  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  have,  by  unavoidable  losses  at 
sea  and  otherwise,  been  rendered  incapable  of  paying  all  their  debts ;  that  two  of  the  creditors  seized  upon  and  sold 
all  the  personal  estate  of  the  said  company;  and  as  that  was  not  sufScient  to  discharge  their  debts,  have  confined  the 
petitioners  in  jail ;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  discharged,  upon  making  a  surrender  and  equal  division  of  all  their 
remaining  property  amongst  their  creditors. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Matthew  Anderson,  Thomas  Smith  and  John  Page,  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Gloucester ;  setting  forth,  that  by  the  operation  of  the  last  inspection  law,  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Deacon's 
Neck,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  will  be  discontinued ;  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  continued. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Edward  Archer  and  Thomas  Covington,  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  John  Boiling's  warehouse; 
praying  that  their  salaries  may  be  enlarged. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Elizabeth  City;  praying  that  commissioners  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  let  out  to  the  highest  bidder  the  public  ferry  from  Hampton  to  Norfolk,  and  that  the  money  arising  there- 
from may  be  applied  towards  the  support  of  the  poor  and  lessening  the  levy  of  the  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  do  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  Samuel,  William  and  Claiborne  Du-Val,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  praying  that  the 
said  William  and  Claiborne  may  be  authorised  to  sell  a  share  of  a  coal  mine,  devised  to  them  by  the  will  of  their  fa-    ' 
ther  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  said  Samuel,  and  apply  the  money  arising  therefrom  to  the  purchase  of  other  lands  and 
negroes,  to  be  held  in  trust  for  the  same  purposes. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  persons,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  setting  forth,  that  previous  to  the  late 
revolution,  they  were  members  of  mercantile  companies,  some  of  the  partners  of  which  were,  and  still  are,  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  ;  that  they  find  by  the  laws  now  in  force,  that  they  are  liable  for  the  whole  of  the  debts  due  from  such  » 
companies  to  the  citizens  of  this  State  ;  and  that  they  are  precluded  from  recovering  even  their  own  proportions  of  the 
debts  due  from  such  citizens;  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Ryan.    And  then^^ 
he  withdrew. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Washington,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they  have  seen,  and  consider  as  unjust,  unequal,  impolitic,  and  re- 
pugnant to  the  interest  of  religion,  a  bill  published  by  order  of  this  House,  at  their  last  session,  "establishing  a  pro- 
vision for  teachers  of  the  christian  religion ;"   and  praying  that  the  said  bill  may  not  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Amherst,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Frederick,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
same  effect. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Halifax,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  to  the 
contrary  effect;  and  praying  that  the  said  bill  may  be  enact"d  into  a  law. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  ClKsterfield,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed;  in 
opposition  to  a  petition  presented  yesterday,  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  praying  a  repeal  of  the 
act,  "incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,"  so  far  as  respects  the  glebe  lands  and  churches. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Joseph  Howard,  a(imini>trator,  he.  of  Thomas  Bentley,  deceased  ;  praying  that  adequate  funds 
may  be  provided  for  payment  of  a  liquidated  debt  due  to  his  intestate's  estate. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Washington,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  great  abuses  and  much  discontent  iiave  arisen  from  the  execution 
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of  an  act  of  the  last  session,  "to  amend  the  militia  law;"  which  they  conceive  is  unjust  and  repugnant  to  the  constitu- 
tion and  bill  of  riehts;  and  praying  tliat  the  said  act  may  be  lepealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  mili- 
tia law." 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents,  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northf rn 
Nerk  ;"  "  for  cutting  a  n;;vigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river,  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  St;'te  of  North 
Carolina;"  "to  amend  the  act,  for  establishing  a  bo.ird  of  auditors,  and  for  other  puiposts;"  -'for  reu (dating  and 
fixing  the  salaries  of  the  offi<ers  of  civil  government;"  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  establishment  of 
Courts  of  Assize;"  "punishing  certain  oflijnces,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  "for  salis  keeping 
the  records  of  the  proprietary  office,  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  tlie  Northern  Neck ;"  •'  to  revive  an  act,  entitled 
'ail  art,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  cenaiii  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "to  repeal  in  paii  the 
act,  for  amendint;  the  several  laws,  'for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  mvasions  and 
insurrections,"  being  read ; 

Orilfri'd,  That  the  same  be  put  oft'  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  12,   1785. 


Mr.  Simms  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  directing  the  sale  of  certain  lands  late  the  property 
of  John  Mills,  deceased,  for  payment  of  his  debts,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  pl;ice,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Jackson  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  for  dividing  the  county  of  Lincoln  into  three  dis- 
tinct counties,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  considera- 
tion, and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Bradford  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Zackquill 
Morgan,  in  the  county  of  Monongalia,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
I  Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  reso- 
lutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
igain  read,  and  are  as  followeth  : 

1.  Resolved,  (hat  it  is  (he  opinion  of  (his  commiKee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  merchants  and  others,  inhabitants 
^f  the  city  of  Richmond,  praying  that  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Byrd's  warehouse  may  be  removed  to  or  near 

Rocketts'  landing,  be  rejected. 

2.  Resolved,  (tint  ii  is  the  opinion  of  (his  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  other  merchants  and  inhabitants 
of  the  said  city  in  opposition  thereto,  is  reasonable. 

3.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  (his  commi((ee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Fay- 
ette, praying  that  the  said  county  may  b(>  divided  by  a  line  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  upper  Howard's  creek  on  Ken- 
tucky river;  thence  up  the  main  fork  thereof  to  its  head;  thence  with  the  dividing  ridge  between  Kentucky  and  Lick- 
ing creek,  until  it  comes  opposite  to  the  head  of  Eagle  creek;  thence  a  direct  line  to  the  nearest  part  of  Raven  creek, 
a  branch  ol  Licking;  thence  down  Raven  creek  to  the  mouth  thereof;  thence  with  Licking  to  the  Ohio;  thence  with 
the  Ohio  to  the  mouth  of  Sandy  creek;  thence  up  Sandy  creek  to  the  Cumberland  mountain:  thence  with  the  said 
mountani  to  the  line  of  Lincoln  county;  thence  with  that  line  and  Kentucky  river  to  the  beginning,  is  reasonable. 

4.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  western  part 
of  Augusta,  and  of  tlu'  adjacent  parts  of  the  counties  of  Rockbridge  and  Botetourt,  praying  that  a  new  county  may 
be  formed  out  of  the  said  counties,  by  a  line  beginning  on  the  top  of  the  North  mountain',  on  the  line  dividing  Rock- 
ingham Irom  Augusta;  thence  along  (he  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of  the  south  fork  of  the  South  branch  from 
the  North  river  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Cow-pasture;  thence  along  the  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of  the  two 
nvers  of  the  Call-pasture  on  the  west  from  the  waters  of  Middle  river  on  the  east,  until  where  the  said  rivers  enter 
or  po  through  the  North  mountain;  thence  along  the  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of  Gray's  run  from  the  waters 
of  Kerr's  creek  to  the  head  of  (Jrny's  run;  thence  to  the  head  of  I'lidd's  creek,  and  down  the  said  creek  to  the  Cow- 
pa>uire  river;  thence  crossing  the  mniintains  in  a  straight  line  to  the  lower  end  of  the  widow  Mann's  plantation  on 
Jatksons  river;  thence  a  straight  line  to  the  head  of  Anthony's  creek ;  theace  along  the  ridge  which  divides  the  waters 
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•f  Doughter's  creek  and  Nap  creek,  from  the  waters  of  Beaver  Lick  creek;  thence  a  straight  course  crossing  Green- 
brier river  to  the  moulh  of  Svveago  creek;  thence  up  the  said  creek  to  the  fork  tliereof,  and  up  the  South  fork  to  the 
head  thereof;  tiieiice  northeastwardly  along  the  top  of  the  Alleghany  mountain,  which  divides  the  waters  of  the  Elk, 
Monongalia  and  Cheat  rivers  from  the  waters  of  Greenbrier  and  the  North  fork  of  the  South  branch  to  the  Rock- 
ingham line;  thence  with  the  said  line  crossing  the  North  ibrk,  South  branch  and  South  fork  to  the  beginning,  is  rea- 
sonable. 

5.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  tiie  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  divers  in- 
habitants of  the  counties  of  Augusta,  Rockingham  and  Hampshire,  praying  that  a  new  county  may  be  formed  out  of 
the  same,  be  deferred  until  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

The  1st,  2d,  3d  and  5th  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  b}'  the  House. 

The  4th  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  3d  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Smyth  Tandy,  in  the  county  of  Amherst;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Prentis  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Robert  Mackey  and  John  Peyton,  praying 
that  two  lots  held  by  them  in  tlie  common  appendant  to  the  borough  of  Winchester,  may  be  annexed  thereto,  and  that 
they  may  be  permitted  to  lay  off  and  build  upon  the  same,  is  reasoiinble. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Simon  Turner  and  John  Turner,  only  sur- 
viving men  of  the  Nansemond  nation  of  Indians,  praying  that  commissioners  may  be  appointed  to  join  them  in  con- 
veying a  tract  of  land  whicli  they  have  contracted  to  sell  to  William  Bennett,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opini  n  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  'he  recorder  of  the  borough  of  Winchester^  ^. 
on  behalf  of  the  common  council  of  the  said  borough,  praying  thai  the  Court  of  Hustings  may  be  authorised  to  re-  ^J 
ceive  and  record  all  wills,  deeds,  and  other  instruments  of  writing  executed  in  the  said  borough,  and  to  grant  letters 
of  administration,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  o^  this  committee,  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  petition  as  pray  that  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Court  of  Hustings,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  sura  for  which  suits  may  be  brought  therein,  may  be  enlarged^  ^^ 
is  reasonable.  J» 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts  ^ 
of  Justice,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  sanie. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas  and  Meriwether  Smith,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  ''to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  declaring  who  shall  be 
deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  fbr  the  admission  of  emigrants  and  declaring  their  rights  to  citizenship, 
and  prohibiting  the  migration  of  certain  persons  to  this  Commonwealth." 

Mr.  Thomson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  '"for  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  and  the  same  was  re- 
ceived and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Greenup  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  concerning  entries  and  sur- 
veys on  the  western  waters ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time, 

Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  a  re- 
solution agreed  .to  on  Saturday  the  3d  instant ;  w  hich  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follOweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  district  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Kentucky  district,  being  part  of  this  Commonwealth,  should  be  separated  thereform,  and  formed  into  an  independent 
State ;  that  the  conditions  proper  to  be  annexed  to  such  separation  are  : 

First, — That  the  proposed  State  shall  take  upon  itself  a  just  proportion  of  the  public  debt  of  this  Commonwealth, 

Second, — That  all  private  rights  and  interests  in  lands  within  the  said  district,  derived  from  the  laws  of  Virginia 
prior  to  such  separation,  shall  remain  valid  and  secure  under  the  laws  of  the  proposed  State,  the  legality  of  which  shall 
be  determined  by  the  laws  now  existing  in  this  State,  nor  shall  the  lands  of  non-resident  proprietors  be  in  any  case  taxed 
higher  than  those  of  residents  within  the  proposed  State,  before  the  admission  thereof  to  a  vote  by  its  delegates  in 
Congress  where  such  non-residents  reside  out  of  the  United  States,  nor  at  any  time  either  before  or  after  such  admis- 
sion where  they  arc  citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  within  the  same;  this  stipulation  to  be  reciprocal  between 
the  citizens  of  the  proposed  State  and  the  citizens  of  this  State. 

Third, — That  no  grant  of  land  nor  land  warrant  to  be  issued  by  the  proposed  State,  shall  interfere  with  any  war- 
rant heretofore  issued  from  the  Land  Office  in  Virginia,  which  shall  be  located  on  laud  within  the  said  district,  now 
liable  thereto,  on  or  before  the  day  of  17     . 
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Fourth, — That  the  unlocated  lands  within  the  said  district,  which  stand  appropriated  by  the  laws  of  tbis-Cdmrnon- 
wealth  to  individuals,  or  descriptions  of  individuals,  for  military  or  other  services,  shall  be  exempt  from  the  disposition 
of  the  proposed  State,  and  shall  remain  subject  to  be  disposed  of  by  tiie  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  according  to  such 
appropriation,  until  the  day  of  ,  and  no  longer;  and  thereafter  the  residue  of  the  lands 

remaining  within  the  limits  of  the  district,  shall  be  subject  to  the  disposition  of  the  proposed  State. 

Jpiflh, — That  the  use  and  navigation  of  the  river  Ohio,  so  far  as  the  territory  of  the  proposed  State,  or  the  terri- 
tory which  shall  remain  within  the  limits  of  this  Commonwealth,  lies  thereon,  shall  be  free  and  common  to  the  citizens  of 
the"  United  States,  the  respective  jurisdictions  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  of  the  proposed  State  over  the  river  as  afore- 
said; shall  be  concurrent  only  with  the  States  which  may  possess  the  opposite  shore  of  the  said  river. 

Sixth, — That  a  time  ought  to  be  appointed  for  the  free  male  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  to  elect  a  Convention 
with  power  to  approve  or  disapprove  of  a  separation  on  the  conditions  above  mentioned ;  which  Convention,  in  case 
they  approve  thereof,  shall  and  may  name  a  day  on  which  the  authority  of  this  Commonwealth  over  the  district  afore- 
said, under  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  shall  cease  and  determine  forever :  It  being  nevertheless,  always  understood  and 
provided,  that  previous  thereto,  the  assent  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  to  such  separation,  their  release  of  ibis 
Commonwealth  from  so  much  of  its  Federal  obligations  as  arise  from  the  said  district  being  part  thereof,  and  the  fixing 
the  terms  on  which  the  proposed  State  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Confederacy,  shall  be  obtained  and  declared. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  wiiole  House,  on  the  bill 
''to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the 
said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  directing  the  treasurer  to  exchange  a  certain  sum  of  rao- 
•  ney  in  his  bands,  for  certificates  for  the  interest  due  upon  the  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States,  with  several  amend- 
flients;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
"  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  concerning  estrays,"  with  several  amendments ;  to  which 
.  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

r  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

'  Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  delegates  of  this  Com- 
•nonwealih  in  Congress,  respecting  the  funeral  of  the  late  Honorable  Samuel  Hardy,  Esq.;  which  were  read; 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  immediately  to  remit  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  to  the  delegates  of  this 
Commonwealth  in  Congress,  the  sum  of  1 14/.  9d.  for  making  good  the  engagements  by  them  entered  into  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  attending  the  funeral  of  the  late  Honorable  Samuel  Hardy,  Esq. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Braxton  do  carry  the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Pientis  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
xinder  their  consideration  the  petition  of  William  Eskridge,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come  to 
a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
3gain  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Alexander  Wodrow,  Charles  Smith,  James  Craig  and  Robert  Phillips,  were 
tenants  in  common  of  a  lot  of  land  in  the  town  of  Winchester,  which  they  sold  for  a  valuable  consideration  to  a  cer- 
tain VVilliam  Scott;  that  tiio  said  Scott  died  before  a  conveyance  was  made  to  him,  leaving  Elizabeth  Scott,  an  infant, 
^his  heir  at  law,  with  whom  the  petitioner  has  since  intermarried;  that  Alexander  Wodrow  is  since  dead,  and  his  heir 
at  law  is  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain ;  so  that  the  petitioner  cannot  now  obtain  a  legal  title  to  the  said  land ; 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  William  Eskridge, 
praying  that  the  admitiisU'ator  of  the  said  Alexander  Wodrow,  may  be  autliorised  to  convey  to  his  wife,  his  undivided 
part  of  the  said  lot  of  land,  is  reasonable.  '  =■ 

Ordered,  That  a  Ijili  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice,  do  prepare  and  brinff  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  Tliat  no  member  of  the  Legislature  shall  be  eligible  into  any  oflice  of  profit  within  this  Commonwealth, 
CKcept  to  the  appointment  of  Govcruor  or  Chief  Magistrate,  Council,  Judges  of  the  Superior  Courts,  or  members  of 
Congress. 

And  the  said  resoluliou  beiug  twice  read  was,  on  a  inotiou  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  Johnston  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Religion,  that  the  committee  Iiad,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  a  petition  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  (he  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  minister  and  vestry  of  the  parish  of 
Bristol,  in  the  counties  of  Dinwiddle  and  Prince  George,  praying  that  the  latter  may  be  authorised  to  sell  the  glebe 
lands  of  the  said  parish,  and  apply  the  money  arising  therefrom  to  the  purchase  of  other  lands,  to  be  appropriated  to 
the  use  of  the  said  parish,  is  reasonable. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their 
consideration  the  petition  of  James  Markham,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  fol- 
loweth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  said  James  Markham  as  sets 
forth,  that  during  the  late  war  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  ship  Tempest,  in  the  navy  of  this  State;  that 
whilst  in  that  service,  he  was  taken  a  prisoner  by  the  British  and  paroled,  from  which  parole  he  was  not  released  until 
the  end  of  the  war;  that  the  auditors  refuse  to  allow  him  pay  to  a  later  period  than  the  5th  of  November  1781 ;  and 
praying  that  his  accounts  may  be  liquidated  by  the  auditors,  and  his  pay  allowed  him  to  the  time  he  was  discharged 
from  his  parole  aforesaid,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  pray  that  the  peti- 
tioner may  be  discharged  from  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money,  with  which  he  is  debited  on  the  auditors'  books,  by 
mistake,  be  rejected. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  granting  certificates  to  the  officers  late  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments  for 
five  years  full  pay  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life;"  "to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Northern  Neck ;"  "  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  a  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  regu- 
lating and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government,  punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governo^^^ 
with  certain  powers;"  "for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  proprietary  office  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  theT* 
Northern  Neck;"  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and 
for  other  purposes;"  and  "to  repeal  in  part  the  act,-' for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the 
militia,  and  for  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  13,  1785. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Lincoln  into  three  distinct  counties;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  dividing  the  county  of  Lincoln  into  three  distinct 
counties." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edwards  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and,  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "directing  the  sale  of  certain  lands,  late  the  property  of  John  Mills,  deceased,  for  payment  of 
his  debts ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  directing  the  sale  of  certain  lands,  late  the  property 
of  John  Mills,  deceased,  for  payment  of  his  debts." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  establish  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Zackquill  Morgan,  in  the  county  of  Monongalia;"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  establish  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Zackquill 
Morgan,  in  the  county  of  Monongalia."  .  ' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bradford  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize;"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

An  engrossed  clause  was  oliered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill  by  way  of  ryder,  "  for  discontinuing  the  addi- 
tional sessions  of  tlie  General  Court,  and  for  appropriating  the  money  a^ising  from  the  taxes  upon  law  proreedinys  ;" 
an'i  the  said  engrossed  clause  beinr  read  three  times  was,  on  the  quesi'm  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  to 
be  ad  '■■  !   <■  the  said  bill  by  way  o''  ryder. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill,  with  the  lyder,  do  pass; 
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It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes,     49.  Noes,     63. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  John  Mayo,  jun.,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Norvell; 
Ordered,  That  the  names' of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  for  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  be  jnserted  m 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  John  Cropper,  Thomas  Parramore,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas, 
Joseph  Eggleston,  Hugii  Rose,  Samuel  Jordan  Cabell,  Zachariah  Johnston,  Philip  Pendleton,  Thomas  Edmunds  of 
Brunswick,'^Archibald  Stuart,  Edward  Carriugton,  Joseph  Jones,  Miles  King,  Charles  Simms,  David  Stuart,  Alex- 
ander White,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  Thomas  Smith,  Ralph  Humphreys,  George  Jackson,  William  Worvell,  William 
Walker,  William  Thornton,  Carter  Braxton,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Corbin,  William  Curtis,  Rubert  Sayres, 
Willis  Riddick  WiUiam  Haitwell  Macon,  Daniel  Snndford,  John  Gordon,  James  Madison,  Richard  Bibb,  Edmund 
Ruffin,  Cuthbe'rt  Bullitt,  Daniel  Carroll  Brent,  Anthony  Walke,  Isaac  Zane,  John  Taylor,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
Thomas  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  John  Howell  Briggs,  Richard  Cary,  William  Russell,  Joseph  Prentis,  Nathaniel  Nel- 
son, James  Innes  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Michael  Bowyer,  George  Hancock,  Thomas  Claiborne, 
William  Ander^on,  Hickerson  Barksdale,  John  Clarke,  Charles  Moil  Talbot,  Samuel  Hawes,  John  Daniel,  Henry 
Southall,  David  Patteson,  Bernard  Markham,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  French  Strother,  Henry  Fry,  William  Wat- 
kins,  Worlich  Westwood,  William  Gatewood,  Meriwether  Smith,  William  Pickett,  Thomas  Helm,  George  Thomson, 
James  Garrard,  Elias  Wills,  Thomas  Underwood,  George  Clendennin,  John  Lucas,  Isaac  Coles,  Jeremiah  Pate,  Isaac 
Vanraiter,  Garland  Anderson,  John  Prunty,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  John  Mayo,  jun.,  John  Rentfro,  John  Scasbrook 
Wills,  Robert  Marshall,  John  Roberts,  James  Tapscott,  Francis  Peyton,  William  White,  Christopher  Robertson, 
Samuel  Garland,  John  Edwards,  Thomas  Pettus,  David  Scott,  William  Pettijolin,  Daniel  Trigg,  Griffin  Stilh,  Abra- 
ham Beachum,  David  Bradford,  William  Harrison,  Benjamin  Lankford,  Edward  Bland,  Williamson  Ball,  George  liCe 
Turberville,  Andrew  Moore,  John  Bowyer,  John  Hopkins,  Gawin  Hamilton,  William  Garrard,  Wilson  Cary  and  An- 
drew Kincannon. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

r<       Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  allowing  James   Berwick  a  bounty  in  lands. 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
rording  to  order,  examined  several  others  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Watkins  do  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  ate  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  bill,  "  directing  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  t» 
Messrs.  Prentis,  Zane,  Thomson,  King  and  Westwood. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  concerning  entries  and  surveys  on  the  western  waters ;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Thruston,  Bradford,  Strother,  James  Garrard,  Andrew  Moore, 
Greenup,  Thomson  and  Logan. 

A  bill,  "for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Smyth  Tandy,  in  the  county  of  Amherst ;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  George  Mason,  Esq.  enclosing  the  proceedings  of  the  commis- 
sioners on  the  compact  between  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  respecting  the  jurisdiction  and  navigation  pf 
the  rivers  Potomac  and  Pocomoke;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  bo  referred  to  the  committee  of  Commerce. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  several  print- 
ed bills  contained  in  the  Revised  Code  of  laws,  as  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice;  also,  on  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  on  the  bills,  "for  granting  to  the  officers  late  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments, 
certificates  for  five  years  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life;"  "to  decide  the  payment  of  tjuitrents  due  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Norlhern  Neck;"  "  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  ol' Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank 
river  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  "to  amend  the  act,  for  establishing  a  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" "for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  goveinmcnt,  punishing  certain  oilences,  and 
vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powtrs;"  "for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  proprietary  office  in  that  part  of  the 
State  called  the  ^Jortherii  Neck  ;"  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain 
«fficers'  fees,  and  fm-  other  purposes;"  and  "to  repeal  in  part  the  act  for  amending  the  several  laws  'for  regulating 
and  (liscipliiiiiig  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections,"  being  read ; 
Orilcrr.'l,  Thai  tlii'  same  b,'  put  oil'  till  lo-inorrow. 

And  then  lije  House  adjourned  till  to-iuorrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 
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An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Smyth  Tandy,  in  the  county  of  Amherst;"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Smyth 
Tandy,  in  the  county  of  Amherst." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws,  '  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding 
against  invasions  and  insurrections ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time. 

Mr.  Carter  H.  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolu- 
tions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Amherst, 
praying  that  the  said  count)-  may  be  divided  by  the  line  dividing  the  two  parishes  therein,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  divers  others  inhabitants  of  the  said  county 
of  Amherst,  in  opposition  thereto,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  executors  of  General  Hugh  Mercer, 
deceased,  in  behalf  of  his  son  William  Mercer,  praying  that  seventy-one  acres  of  land,  part  of  a  larger  tract  the  pro- 
perty of  the  said  William  Mercer,  lying  on  Rappahannock  river  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  may  be  laid  off  into  lots 
and  streets,  and  established  a  town,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  David  Crews,  praying  that  a  ferry  may  be 
established  from  his  lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  across  Kentucky  river  near  the  mouth  of  Jacks's  creek  to  the 
opposite  shore,  in  the  county  of  Fayette,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  3d  and  4th  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  at  Crow's  ferry,  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,  and  on  the  lands  of  Thomas 
Cresap,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Ml-.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several 
resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to,  and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  society  of  free-masons'  lodge  in  the  city 
of  Richmond,  praj-ing  that  they  may  be  authorised  to  raise  by  way  of  lottery,  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  1500/. 
to  be  by  them  applied  towards  erecting  a  mason's  hall  in  the  said  city,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Halifax,  as  prays  that  the  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  an  act,  to  authorise  the  manumission  of  slaves;"  may  be  re- 
pealed, is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  every 
minister  or  religious  teacher  may  be  licensed  by  the  county  courts  to  preach  at  certain  fixed  places ;  and  also,  com- 
pelled to  give  assurance  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  to  the  government,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Debnam  and  George  Nuttall, 
inspectors  at  Deacon's  Neck  warehouse  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  praying  to  be  indemnified  for  20,000  weight  of 
crop  inspected  tobacco,  taken  out  of  the  said  warehouses  in  the  year  1781,  by  the  troops  of  His  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty, be  rejected. 

The  1st  and  4th  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time,  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  2d  resolution  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  amendment  following  being  proposed  to  be  made  thereunto, 
to  wit:  strike  out  the  words,  ''  is  reasonable,"  and  insert  "  be  rejected." 

The  House  was  divided, 

Ayes,     50,  Noes,     50. 

And  so  Mr.  Speaker  determined  it  in  the  negative. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  John  Scasbrook  Wills ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  aflirmative  are,  Zachariah  Johnston,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Pmidleton,  Archi- 
bald Stuart,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  John  Clarke  of  Campbell,  Jolni  Tyler,  Henry  Southall,  David  Pitte- 
son,  French  Strother,  Henry  Fry,  William  VVatkins,  Wort  ch  Westwood,  Meriwether  Smith,  Charles  Simms.  D  ivid 
Stuart,  Thomas  Helm,  JaniPS  Garrard,  George  Thomson,  Alexander  White,  Thomas  Underwood,  George  Clenden- 
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uin,  Isaac  Vanmiter,  John  Mayo,  jun.  William  Norvell,  William  Walker,  William  Thornton,  Francis  Peyton,  Wil- 
liam White.  J  )!m  E'lwards,  Benj-amin  Logan,  Frdacis  Corbiii,  Wiliinn  Pettijohn,  Robert  Say  hs,  Danirl  Trigg, 
Daniel  Sandlord,  James  Madison,  Edmund  Rufiin.  Cuthbert  Bullitt,  Daniel  Carroll  Brent,  Andrew  Monre,  John 
Bowyer,  John  Hopkins,  John  Taylor,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  John  Howell  Briggs,  Richard  Lee,  Joseph  Pren- 
tis  and  James  Innes. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  the  honorable  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  Speaker,  Thomas 
Parramore,  Wilson  C  ry  Nicholas,  Joseph  Eggleston,  Samuel  Sherwin,  Hugh  Rose,  Samuel  Jordan  C'abell,  Tho- 
mas Claiborne,  William  Anderson,  Samuel  Hawes,  Anthony  New,  John  Daniel,  Bernard  Markham,  Carter  Henry 
Harrison,  Joseph  Jones,  Miles  King,  William  Gatewood,  Elias  Wells,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  Thomas  Smith,  John 
Lucas.  Jiremiah  Pate,  Ralph  Humphreys,  Parke  Goodall,  Garland  Anderson,  John  Rentfro,  John  Scasbrook  Wills, 
Robirt  Marshall,  VVilliaiii  Dudley,  Carter  Bra.xton,  James  Tapscott,  Christopher  Robertson,  Samuel  Garland,  Tho- 
mas Pettus,  William  Curtis,  Grithn  Stith,  Abraham  Beachum,  John  Gordon,  Benjamin  Lankford,  John  Clarke  of 
Praice  Edward,  Ruhnrd  Bibb,  Edward  Bland,  Anthony  Walke,  WiUiamson  Ball,  George  Lee  Turbeiville,  Gawin 
Hamilton,  Thomas  Ridley,  William  Garrard,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Richard  Cary,  Wilson  Gary  and  Nathaniel 
Nelson. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolution, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative ; 

Ayes,     52.  Noes,     51. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Simms,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Goodall, 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  said  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Thomas  Parramore,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Joseph  Eg- 
gleston,  Samuel  Sherwin,  Hugh  Rose,  Samuel  Jordan  Cabell,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Anderson,  Samuel  Hawes, 
Anthony  New,  John  Daniel,  Bernard  Markham,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Joseph  Jones,  Riiles  King,  William  Gate- 
wood,  Elias  Wills,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  Thomas  Smith,  John  Lucas,  Jeremiah  Pate,  Ralph  Humphreys,  Parke 
Goodall,  Garland  Anderson,  John  Rentfro,  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  Robert  Marshall,  William  Dudley,  Carter  Brax- 
ton, James  Tapscott,  Christopher  Robertson,  Samuel  Garland,  Thomas  Peltus,  William  Curtis,  Griffin  Siith,  Abra- 
ham Beachum,  John  Gordon,  William  Harrison,  Benjamin  Lankford,  John  Clarke  of  Prince  Edward,  Richard  Bibb, 
Edward  Bland,  Anthony  Walke,  Williamson  Ball,  George  Lee  Turberville,  Gawin  Hamilton,  Thomas  Ridley,  Wil- 
liam Garrard,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Richard  Cary,  Wilson  Cary  and  Nathaniel  Nelson. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Zachariah  Johnston,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Pendleton,  Archi- 
bald Stuart,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  John  Clarke  of  Campbell,  Johu  Tyler,  Henry  Souihall,  David  Patte- 
son,  French  Strother,  Henry  Fry,  William  Watkins,  Worlich  Wcstwood,  Charles  Simms,  Meriwether  Smith,  David 
Stuart,  William  Pickett,  Thomas  Helm,  James  Garrard,  George  Thomson,  Alexander  White,  Thomas  Underwood, 
George  Clendennin,  Isaac  Vanmiter,  George  Jackson,  John  Mayo,  jun.  William  Norvell,  William  Walker,  William 
Thornton,  Francis  Peyton,  John  Edwards,  Benjamin  Logan,  Francis  Corbin,  William  Pettijohn,  Robert  Sayres, 
Daniel  Trigg,  Daniel  Sandford,  James  Madison,  Edmund  Raffin,  Cuthbert  Bullitt,  Daniel  Carroll  Brent,  Andrew 
Moore.  John  Bowyer,  John  Hopkins,  Isaac  Zane,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  John  Howell  Briggs,  Richard  Lee, 
Joseph  Prentis,  James  Innes  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

The  3d  resolution  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  amendment  following  being  proposed  to  be  made  thereunto, 
to  wit : 

Strike  out  the  words,  "  is  reasonable,"  and  insert  "be  rejected." 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

And  then  the  resolution,  as  amended,  being  again  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  and  2d  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  the  furtlicr  consideration  of  the  several  bills  in  the  Revised  Code,  from  No.  63,  to  the  end,  except 
the  bill  No.  08,  "  for  tiie  employment,  government,  and  support  of  malefactors  condemned  to  labor  for  the  Common- 
wealth;" the  bill  No.  82,  "for  establishing  religious  freedom;"  the  bill  No.  105,  "for  reforming  the  proceedings  in 
writs  of  right;"  and  the  bill  No.  123,  "concerning  executions;"  be  postponed  till  the  next  session  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

Ordered,  Tliat  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  reforming  the  county  courts  within  this  Commonwealth;" 
and  that  Messrs.  Prentis,  Madison,  Thomson,  Stith,  Simms,  Tyler,  Alexander  White,  Bullitt,  Meriwether  Smith, 
Bradford,  Archibald  Stuart,  David  Stuart,  Andrew  Moore,  Matthews,  Hancock,  and  Michael  Bowyer,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Dn-Val : 

Mr.  Speakkk, —  The  S<'uate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Zackquill  Morgan, 
in  the  county  of  Monongalia."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  enable  tlie  British  merchants  to  recover  their  debts  due  to 
thcMi  in  this  Commonwealth;"  and  that  Messrs.  Madison,  Archibuld  Stuart,  Alexander  Wiiite,  Thurston  and  Corbin, 
do  jnepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
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A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey: 

M  >.  Speaker, — Tlif  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  respecting  the  Sieur  Chevallie,  jun. ;  and  for  request-^X 
ing  the  Executive  to  lay  the  books  respecting  the  Pubhc  Foundry  at  Westham,  belbre  the  General  Assembly.     And  ' 
then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution :  ^^ 

Whereas,  the  Loan  Office  certificates  which  have  been  heretofore  granted  to  the  sufferers  in  the  borough  of  Nor-   |^ 
folk  for  the  amount  of  their  respective  losses,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  bearing  date  during  the 
pc  riods  of  paper  money  existence,  although  the  original  valuation  of  the  property  destroyed  was  made  in  specie,  and 
it  would  be  highly  unjusi  to  reduce  any  ot  the  said  Loan  Office  certificates  by  the  legal  scale  of  depreciation,  which 
ought  to  operate  only  on  loans  of  h  ss  than  specie  value; 

Besolvecl,  thcrif  » ,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  be  empowered  and  directed  to  register  all  such  loan  cer- 
tificates for  property  destroyed  in  the  said  borough  <i{  Norfolk,  for  the  same  sum  in  specie  as  is  specified  in  such  cer- 
tificates respectively. 

And  the  siid  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Pro- 
positions and  Grievance.-:. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Hi)use  on  the  several 
printed  bills.  No.  68,  "for  the  employment,  government,  and  support  of  malefactors  condemned  to  labor  for  the  Com- 
monwealth;'' No.  82,  "  for  estalilishing  religious  freedom;"  No.  105,  "for  reforming  the  proceedings  in  writs  of 
right;'"  and  No.  123,  "coniriiiing  executions;"  contained  in  the  Revised  Code  of  laws,  as  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee for  Courts  of  Jiistii* . 

The  orders  ol  the  day,  to  '•'-■  House  to  resolve  itself  into  acommittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Com- 
monwealth; also,  on  the  bills  '  •.(•  granting  to  the  officers  late  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments,  certificates  for  five 
years  full  pay,  in  lieu  ol  half  jki  ■  i.ir  life;"  '-to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  North- 
ern Neck;"  "for  viutiiiig  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  Stale  of  North 
Carolina;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  regulating  and 
fixing  the  salaries  ol  the  officers  o  nvil  government,  punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain 
powers;"  "for  safe  lieeping  the  records  of  the  proprietary  office  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  the  Northern  Neck;" 
"to  revive  an  act,  'entitled  an  act,  'for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fet^s,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" and  "to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  'for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  tlie  militia,  and 
guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  Thai  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  15,  1785. 


On  a  motion  made, 

Refolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  who  are  directed  to  prepare  and  bring 
in  a  bill  "  for  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Courts  of  Hustings  in  the  town  of  Winchester,"  to  receive  a  clause  or 
clauses,  for  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Courts  of  Hustings  in  the  towns  of  Alexandria  and  Petersburg. 

A  bill,  "establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  at  Crow's  ferry  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,  and  on  the  lands  of 
Thomas  Cresap,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guard- 
ing against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House,  on  Saturday  next., 

Mr.  Madison  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  for  giving  powers  to  the  Governor  and  Council 
in  certain  cases,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  considera- 
tion, and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "for  establishing  a  town  in  the. county  of  Lincoln  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "  for  dividing  the  county  of  Fayette;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time.  . 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  South  branch  of  the  Potomac  river;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  secoml  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a 
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bill  "  concerning-  refused  tobacco;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se. 
^fpond  time. 
^^       A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  concerninc^  election  of  members  of  General  Assemby," 

Xwith  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  and  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Lin- 
coln into  three  distinct  counties."  And  then  he  withdrew. 
The  House,  acoordiiig  to  the  order  of  tlie  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  printed 
bills  in  the  Revised  Code,  enumerated  in  the  order  of  3'esterday ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under 
their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  following  bill,  to  wit: 

A  bill,  "for  establishing  religious  freedom;"  to  which  said  bill  they  had  made  an  amendment,  which  they  had  di- 
rected him  to  report  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Tuesday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
the  residue  of  the  said  bills. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  bill  "  for  pro- 
portioning crimes  and  punishments  in  cases  heretofore  capital." 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Innes,  Watkins,  and  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  reforming  the  county  courts  within  this  Commonwealth." 

On  a  motion  made, 

liesohed.  That  this  House  will,  on  Saturday  next,  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  in  the  room  of  Benjamin  Waller,  Esq.,  who  hath  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  granting  to  the  officers,  late  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments,  certificates  for 
five  years  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life;"  "to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Northern  Neck ;"  "  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  regu- 
lating and  fixing  the  salaries  of  tlie  officers  of  civil  government:"  "punishing  certain  oflences,  and  vesting  the  Gov- 
ernor with  certain  powers;"  "for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  proprietary  office  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  the 
Northern  Neck ;"  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and 
for  other  purposes;"  and  "to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  'for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining 
the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  16,  1785. 


.   .  An  engrossed  bill,  "giving  powers  to  the  Governor  and  Council  in  certain  cases;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  giving  powers  to  the  Governor  and  Council  in 
certain  cases." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  d^  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "concerning  refused  tobacco;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Page, 
Corbin,  Turberville,  Simnis,  Markham,  Watkins,  Wilkinson,  Patteson,  Bidlitt,  Cropper,  William  Mayo,  and  Jones. 

A  bill,  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Fayetie;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
Sirams,  Hancock,  Greenup,  Garrard,  Logan  and  Roberts. 

A  bill,  "  for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county  of  Lincoln ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  South  branch  of  Potomac  river;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Alexander  White,  Thruston,  Goodall,  Zane,  Humphreys  and  Vanmiter. 

Mr.  Richard  I^e  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  accordnig  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  followcth : 

Resolved,  (hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  (his  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Murray,  with  the  several  papers  in 
support  thereof,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Executive;  and  that  they  be  empowered  to  exanune  the  same,  and  to  make 
such  allowance  to  the  petitioner  as  to  them  shall  appear  to  be  just  and  right,  to  be  paid  on  a  warrant  from  the  Gov- 
ernor, out  of  the  fluids  ;ippropriatfd  for  thr  payment  of  foreign  debts. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  Robert  Twiford,  setting  forth,  that  he  was 
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possessed  of  warrants  issued  in  his  favor  by  the  late  commissioners  Messrs.  Jones  and  Carrington,  i'or  property  impressed 
from  him  for  public  use,  to  the  amount  of  56Z.  which  he  lost  out  of  his  pocket;  that  in  ordijr  to  obtain  duplicates 
thereof,  he  entered  into  bond  with  approved  security,  before  the  court  of  Accomack  county,  but  the  auditors,  upon 
.  application  to  them,  refused  to  issue  the  said  duplicate  warrants,  because  they  were  not  authorised  to  do  so  bv  law; 
and  praying  that  warrants  may  be  issued  to  him  by  the  auditors,  in  lieu  of  those  lost,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A.  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  concerning  seamen,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Cabell: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Smyth  Tandy,  hitf 
the  county  of  Amherst.     And  then  he  withdrew.  ^ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  unlading  ballast  and  burial  of  dead  bodies  from  on 
board  ships,"  with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  according  to  order,  the  amendment 
agreed  to  yesterday,  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  religious  freedom;"  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put  to  amend  the  said  bill  by  striking  out  the  preamble,  and  insert- 
ing the  following  words : 

Wiiereas,  it  is  declared  by  the  Bill  of  Rights,  "that  religion,  or  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  our  Creator,  and  the 
manner  of  discharging  it,  can  be  directed  only  by  reason  and  conviction,  not  by  force  or  violence;  and  therefore,  all 
men  are  equally  entitled  to  the  free  exercise  of  religion,  according  to  the  dictates  of  conscience,  and  it  is  the  mutual 
duty  of  all  to  practice  christian  forbearance,  love  and  charity  towards  each  other." 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes,     38.  Noes,     C6. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Mercer,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  John  Bowyer: 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  foregoing  question,  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  the  Honorable  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  Speaker,  John 
Cropper,  Hugh  Rose,  Thomas  Claiborne,  John  Tyler,  David  Patteson,  Bernard  .Markham,  Carter  Henry  Harrison, 
William  Watkms,  Joseph  Jones,  Miles  King,  Alexander  White,  Thomas  Smith,  John  Page,  Parke  Goodall,  Garland 
Anderson,  John  Lucas,  George  Jackson,  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  William  Thornton,  Francis  Peyton,  Francis  Corbin, 
Willis  Riddick,  William  Hartwell  Macon,  Daniel  Sandford,  Griffin  Stith,  Edward  Bland,  Daniel  Carroll  Brent,  An- 
thony VValke,  Williamson  Ball,  George  Lee  Turberville,  Thomas  Ridley,  William  Garrard,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  Richard  Cary,  jun.  Wilson  Cary  and  Richard  Lee. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Thomas  Parramore,  Joshua  Fry,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas, 
Joseph  Eggleston,  Samuel  Jordan  Cabell,  Zachariah  Johnston,  Michael  Bowyer,  John  Trigg,  Robert  Clarke,  George 
Hancock,  Archibald  Stuart,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  William  Anderson,  Hickerson  Barksdale,  John  Clarke 
of  Campbell,  Charles  Moil  Talbot,  Samuel  Hawes,  Anthony  New,  John  Daniel,  French  Strother,  Henry  Fry,  Wil- 
liam Gatewood,  Meriwether  Smith,  Charles  Sirams,  David  Stuart,  William  Pickett,  Thomas  Helm,  James  Garrard, 
Christopher  Greenup,  George  Thompson,  Charles  Myun  Thruston,  George  Clendennin,  Jeremiah  Pate,  Ralph  Hum- 
phreys, Isaac  Vanmiter,  John  Prunty,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  John  Mayo,  jun.  John  Rentfro,  William  Norvell,  William 
Walker,  Christopher  Roberts,  Jauies  Tapscott,  William  White,  Samuel  Garland,  John  Edwards,  Benjamin  Logan, 
Thomas  Pettus,  William  Pettijohn,  Robert  Sayres,  Daniel  Trigg,  Willis  Wilson,  James  Madison,  jun.  William  Har- 
rison, John  Clarke  of  Prince  Edward,  Richard  Bibb,  Cuthbert  Bullitt,  Andrew  Moore,  John  Bowyer,  John  Hopkms, 
John  Taylor,  John  Howell  Briggs,  Andrew  Kincannon,  William  Russell,  James  Innes  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

Ordered,    That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ruffin  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Thursday  next. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Bryan  Fairfax,  be  discharged  from  farther  proceeding  thereon;  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  proprietary  office,  in  that  part  of  the  State 
called  the  .Xorthern  Neck." 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  proprietary  office,  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  the  Northern  Neck;"  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  \lr.  Prenlis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration  a.  d  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through 
the  same,  had  direct*>d  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  acain  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state   of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  for  granting  certificates  to  the  officers  late  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments,  for 
G  T  ■ 
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five  years  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life;"  "to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Northern  Neck;"  "  for  cutting-  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pas(|iintank  river  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  ;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  for  establishing  a  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "  for  re- 
ETiilatiiig  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  "  punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Gor 
vrriior  with  certain  powers  ;"  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  of- 
ficers' fees,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  'for  amending  the  several  laws,  for  regulating 
and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections,"  being  read  ; 

Ordrred,  Tiiat  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  17,  1785. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county  of  Lincoln;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks 

therein  filled  up." 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county  of  Lin- 
coln." 

Ordered  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  third  reading  of  the  engrossed  bill  "  lor  establishing  re- 
ligious freedom;"  be  postponed  until  the  third  Monday  in  October  next; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  establishing  religious  freedom ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  question  being  put,  that 
the  said  bill  do  pass ; 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes,     74.  Noes,    20. 

Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  bill  be,  "  an  act,  for  establishing  religious  freedom." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  amotion  made  by  Mr.  Cabell,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  John  Scasbrook  Wills; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  for  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  be  inserted  in  the 
.lournal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Joshua  Fry,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Joseph  Eggleston,  Samuel 
Jordan  Cabell,  Zachariah  Johnston,  Michael  Bowyer,  John  Trigg,  Robert  Clark,  George  Hancock,  Archibld  Stuart, 
William  Anderson,  Hickerson  Barksdale,  John  Clarke  of  Campbell,  Samuel  Hawes,  Anthony  New,  John  Daniel, 
Henry  Southall,  French  Strother,  Henry  Fry,  William  Gatewood,  Meriwether  Smith,  Charles  Simras,  David  Stuart, 
.  William  Pickett,  Thomas  Helm,  Christopher  Greenup,  James  Garrard,  George  Thomson,  Alexander  White,  Charles 
Thruston,  Thomas  Smith,  George  Clendennin,  John  Lucas,  Jeremiah  Pate,  Ralph  Humphreys,  Isaac  Vanmiter,  George 
Jackson,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  John  Mayo,  jun.  John  Rentfro,  William  Norvell,  John  Roberts,  Wilham  Dudley,  Tho- 
mas Moore,  Carter  Braxton,  Benjamin  Temple,  Francis  Peyton,  Christopher  Robertson,  Samuel  Garland,  Bcujainin 
Logan,  David  Scott,  William  Pettijohn,  Robert  Sayres,  Daniel  Trigg,  VVilliam  Hartwell  ftlacon.  Griffin  Stith,  David 
Bradford,  James  Madison,  Charles  Porter,  William  Harrison,  Benjamin  Laiikford,  John  Clarke  of  Prince  Edward, 
Richard  Bibb,  Cuthbert  Bullitt,  Daniel  Carroll  Brent,  Williamson  Ball,  Andrew  Moore,  John  Hopkins,  Gawin  Ham- 
ilton, Laac  Zane,  John  Tayloe,  John  Whiitakcr  Willis,  Andrew  Kincannon  and  James  Inues. 

The  names  of  those  wlio  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Miles  King,  Worlich  Westwood,  John 
Page,  Garland  Anderson,  Elias  Wills,  William  Thornton,  Francis  Corbin,  Willis  Hiddick,  Daniel  Sandford,  John 
Gordon,  Edward  Bland,  Anthony  VValke,  George  Lee  Turberville,  William  Garrard,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Carter 
Bassctt  Harrison,  Ricliunl  Cary,  jim.  Wilson  Cary  and  P,ichard  Lee. 

A  message  Irom  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

Mr.  Spkaker, — The  Senate  nuree  to  jiroceed  this  day  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  to  the  choice  of  a  judge 
of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  in  the  room  of  Benjamin  Waller,  Esq.  wlio  hath  resigned.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  to  the  bill  "concerning  the  election  of  members  of  General 
Assembly;"  and  the  same  being  read,  are  as  followeth  : 

Page  1st,  line  4th.  Strike  out  from  the  word  "directed,"  to  the  word  "and,"  in  the  same  line,  and  insert  "in 
the  month  ol  April  in  every  year,  or  the  court  days  of  eacii  respective  county  or  corporation." 

1.  Page  Isl,  line  lOtli.    After  the  word  "  citi7.en,"  insert  "  other  than  I'ree  negroes  or  mulattoes." 

2.  Page  1st,  line  KJih.    After  the  word  "freemen,"  insert  "  except  as  before  excepted." 

3.  Page  2d,  line    4th.    S.rike  out  from  the  word  "  delegates,"  to  the  word  "shall,"  in  the  .5th  line. 

4.  Page  1st,  line    7tli.    Strike  out  from  tiie  word  "resides,"  to  the  word  "any,"  in  the  8th  line. 

5.  Page  1st,  line  1 1th  Strike  nut  from  tlie  word  "year,"  to  the  W(n-d  "every,"  in  the  21st  line,  and  insert  "and 
for  discovering  such  defaulters,  the  sheriff  or  other  officer  taking  the  poll,  shall  witliin  ten  days  after  the  s;iid  olc  tion, 
del.ver  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  or  corporation  court,  as  the  case  may  be,  a  "opy  of  the  poll  by  him  taken,  to  be  kept 
in  his  office,  who  shall  su/Rr  any  candidate  or  elector  to  take  a  copy  thereof ;"  and  the  said  clerk  is  hereby  directed 
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to  cause  a  copy  of  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  the  next  grand  jury  to  be  sworn  for  the  county  or  corporation,  who 
shall  be  charged  bv  the  p,esidn,g_^  magistrate  to  make  a  presentment  of  all  such  persons  qualified  to  vote  residing  in 
the  sa.d  county  or  corporation,  who  shall  have  failed  to  have  given  their  votes  at  the  said  election,  aareeably  to  law- 
and  lor  the  better  information  of  the  said  jury,  the  sheriff  of  the  county  is  hereby  commanded,  under  the  penaliy  of  50/' 
(to  be  recovered  and  appropriated  as  the  penalties  for  other  neglects  of  his  duty,)  to  lay  before  them  a  list  of  all  the 
landholders  resident  tiierem. 

6.  Page  2d,  line  36th.    After  the  word  "courthouse,"  insert  "or  other  place  of  holding  election." 

7.  Page  3d,  hne    7th.    Strike  out  from  the  words  "the  seventh  day,"  and  insert  "within  twenty' days  " 

.  ^-  f*Se  3d,  line  8ih  Strike  out  from  the  word  "the,"  to  the  w  ,rd  "no,"  in  the  9th  line,  and  insert  "  return 
ing  officer  ol  the  first  county  in  which  such  election  shall  be,  who  is  hereby  commanded  forthwith  to  eive  notice  to  the 
returning  omcers."  ° 

,n    S**^^  o^'  !'"^  ^^^'''    ^'"''^  **"'  ^^^  "'"'■'^^  "through  the  week,"  and  insert  "  for  four  days,  Sunday  excluded  " 

10.  Page  od,  line  16th.    After  the  word  "courthouse,"  insert  "or  other  place  of  holding  such  elections  " 

11.  Page  3d,  line  23d.  Strike  out  from  the  word  "  trial,"  to  the  word  "  if,"  in  the  29th  line  of  the  next  page  and 
insert  "and  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  shall  proceed  on  the  said  disputed  election,  and  report  to  the 
House,  of  which  they  are  members)  their  opinion  thereon,  before  they  proceed  to  any  other  business ;  and  the  said 
House  shall,  on  receipt  of  the  said  report,  immediately  proceed  to  determine  thereon,  and  either  confirm  or  disatrree  to 
such  report  as  to  them  shall  seem  just."  ° 

12.  Page  5th,  line  14th.  Strike  out  from  the  word  "justified,"  to  the  end  of  the  clause. 

13.  Page  6th,  line    9th.   Strike  out  the  words  "shrill  dispatch  messengers  to." 

14.  Page  6th,  line  lOih.  After  the  word  "election,"  insert  "by  advertisements  to  be  affixed  at  four  of  the  most  con- 
venient places  in  the  county."  w 

15.  Page  7th,lme21st.  Strike  out  from  the  word  "ceaseth,"  to  the  end  of  the  clause,  and  insert  "  he  shall  return  him-   ^ 
self  a  prisoner  in  execution,  or  be  liable  to  an  escape." 

16.  Page  8th, line  10. i,.  Strike  out  the  words  "passing  thereof,"  and  insert  "from  and  after  the  last  day  of  the  ore-   "'i* 
sent  session  of  Assembly."  ■'  ^ 

17.  Page  Sth,  line  11th.  Strike  out  from  the  word  "mentioned."  to  the  word  "this,"  in  the  next  line. 

The  Isi,  3d,  4th,  6th,  7tli,  Sth  9th,  10th  and  Uth  amendments  were  severally  again  read,  and  on  the  auestion    .* 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House.  A 

The  2d  amendment  was  again  read,  amended,  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ai^reed  to  by  the  House. 

Ihe  Sth  amendment  was  again  read,  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed 'to  by  the  House. 

The  I2th  amendment  was  again  read,  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ayes,     44.  Noes,     38. 

Ordered,  That  the  other  amendments  do  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Bibb,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Innes ;  ^^ 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  12th  amendment,  be  inserted  in   T* 
the  Journal. 

The  naines  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  John  Trigg,  Robert  Clarke,  George  Hancock,  Thomas 
Uaiborne,  John  Clarke  of  Campbell,  John  Daniel,  David  Patteson,  Worlich  Westwood,  William  Gatewood,  Christo^ 
pher  Greenup,  James  Garrard,  Alexander  White,  Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  Thomas  Smith,  John  Page,  John  Lucas 
Isaac  Vanmiter,  Garland  Anderson,  John  Prunty,  John  Mayo,  jun.  John  Scasbrook  Wills,  John  Roberts,  William' 
r^"«^*^^'^f' ^  '"°"'  Beni«""n  Temple,  Christopher  Robertson,  Thomas  Pettus,  William  Curtis,  Willis  Riddick 
Gnfhn  Stith  David  Shepherd,  Charles  Porter,  William  Harrison,  Benjamin  Lankford,  Richard  Bibb,  John  Hopkins' 
Gawin  Hamilton,  Isaac  Zane,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Sussex,  Richard  Carv,  Richard  Lee  Wil- 
hain  Kussell  and  Joseph  Prentis.  '  ' 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  John  Cropper,  Joshua  Fry,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas  Joseph 
i^ggleston,  Michael  Bowyer,  Archibald  Stuart,  Thomas  Edmunds  of  Brunswick,  Samuel  Hawes,  John  Tyler  Hen- 
S".  ^3  *^''''"*;^  Strother,  Henry  Fry,  Miles  King,  Meriwether  Smith,  Charles  Simms,  David  Stuart,  William 
Pickett,  Ihomas  Helm,  George  Jackson,  William  Norvell,  William  Thornton,  Francis  Peyton,  William  White  Sam- 
uel Garland,  John  Edwards,  Francis  Corbiii,  Robert  Sayres,  Daniel  Trig«-,  Willis  Wilson,  David  Bradford, 'jame- 
M.idison,  Cuthbert  Bullitt,  Daniel  Carroll  Brent,  George  Lee  Turbervillc,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  Nathaniel  Nel- 
son, James  Innes  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mk.  Speaker,— The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  apprehending  and  securing  runaways,"  with  several 
amendments,  to  winch  ihey  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison  : 

Mr.  Speaker,— The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  concerning  pensioners,"  with  several 
amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  and  to  the  biU  "giving  powers  to  the  Governoijt 
and  Council  in  certain  cases."     And  then  he  withdrew.  '^ 

Ordered.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  give  further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  lots  iu  the  town  of 
Moorefield,  to  build  thereon;"  and  that  Messrs.  Vanmiter  and  Humphreys,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
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Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  for  granting  to  the  officers  late  of  the  1st  and  2(1  State  regiments,  certificates  lor 
five  years  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life  ;"  "  to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Northern  Neck ;"  "  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina ;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  "  for 
regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  "punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the 
Governor  with  certain  powers;"  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain 
officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  "  to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and 
disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  pro- 
prietary office  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  the  Northern  Neck;"  and  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  seve- 
ral laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections,"  being  read; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  19,   1785. 


The  House  proceeded  to  the  farther  consideration  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "concerning  the 
election  of  members  of  General  Assembly,"  which  lay  on  the  table ;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  tp, 
and  others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  tlierewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "concerning  seamen;"  and  the  same 
being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tlie  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "for  unlading  ballast,  and  burial  of 
dead  bodies  from  on  board  ships;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  Wliite  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  for  apprehending  and  securing  run- 
aways;" and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  concerning  pen- 
sioners ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison: 

Mu.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  tlie  resolutions  for  granting  certain  warrants  to  Robert  Twiford, 
and  allowing  William  White  to  settle  his  account  of  the  expenditure  of  public  money  by  his  oath.  And  then  he 
withdrew. 

Mr.  Tyler  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  to  whom  the  resolution 
respecting  Mr.  Archibald  Stuart,  was  recommitted,  tiiat  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under 
their  farther  consideration,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Mr.  Archibald  Stuart,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the 
fall  session  of  Assembly  1784,  he  had  determined  not  to  return  to  the  county  of  Botetourt,  but  to  settle  himself  in 
the  county  of  Augusta,  where  he  had  bespoke  rooms  for  his  accommodation;  and  had  in  consequence  of  these  his 
intentions,  given  notice  to  his  constituents  that  he  siiould  decline  offering  his  services  at  the  ensuing  election  ;  that  prior 
to  tlie  close  of  the  said  session  he  had  reason  to  change  his  resolution,  and  instead  of  going  from  the  Assembly  io  the 
county  of  Augusta,  he  went  directly  to  Botetourt,  where  lie  resided  until  the  first  Tuesday  in  March,  (near  lour  weeks) 
when  he  went  to  Rockbridge  court,  from  which  he  returned  to  Botetourt  court  the  week  after,  at  which  court  he  in- 
Jormed  liis  old  constituents  of  his  change  of  mind,  and  declared  his  willingness  to  serve  them  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly, should  they  again  honor  him  with  their  confidence ;  but  that  they  must  dispense  with  his  attendance  on  the  day 
ol  tlie  election,  as  his  business  in  the  General  Court  would  at  that  time  require  his  presence  in  the  city  of  Richmond ; 
that  a  k\\  days  after,  he  set  oui  for  the  General  Court  by  the  way  of  Augusta,  attended  the  court  of  that  county, 
which  commenced  the  third  Tuesday  in  March,  and  from  thence  arrived  in  Richmond  before  the  expiration  of  the 
same  month;  that  during  his  attendance  there  he  was  elected  a  delegate  for  the  present  year  ;  and  that  on  the  election 
day  for  the  county  of  Botetourt  in  the  year  1783,  a  deed  was  recorded  to  the  said  Archibald  Stuart  for  an  unimprov- 
ed lot  of  land  in  the  town  of  Fincastle  in  the  said  county. 
I  It  lurther  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Mr.  John  Bowyer,  that  he  was  informed  by  seve- 

>al  of  tiie  iniiabitants  of  the  county  of  Botetourt,  that  Mr.  Stuart  was  neither  a  freeholder  nor  resident  in  the  said 
county  at  the  tune  of  the  last  election;  and  that  he  had  never  returned  his  list  of  taxable  property  in  the  said  comny. 

It  further  appe.ars  to  your  committee,  from  the  informati-n  of  Mr.  Michael  Rowvt  r,  that  durnig  the  sitting  of  the 
last  Assembly,  Mr.  Stuart  informed  him  he  had  rented  a  room  of  Mrs.  Burns,  in  tlie  town  ot  Staunton,  where  he  imcnd- 
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ed  to  reside,  and  wished  to  be  one  of  the  delegates  for  the  county  of  Augusta,  if  the  informant  resigned  when  he  re- 
turned from  the  Assembly;  that  in  the  montii  of  March  last,  he  was  informed  by  Mrs.  Burns,  that  she  had  rented  a 
room  to  Mr.  Stuart. 

It  also  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Mr.  Patrick  Lockhart,  who  was  high  sheriff 
of  the  county  of  Botetourt  at  the  last  election,  that  Mr.  Stuart,  at  the  last  Assembly,  informed  him  he  intended  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  the  Assembly,  to  reside  In  the  town  of  Fincastle  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,  and  requested  the  inform- 
ant to  furnish  him  with  a  room,  which  he  agreed  to  do,  but  as  Mr.  Stuart  did  not  afterwards  apply,  he  rented  it  to 
another  person ;  that  Mr.  Stuart  was  never  enrolled  in  the  militia  of  the  said  county  of  Botetourt,  nor  did  he  ever  re- 
turn a  list  of  his  taxable  property  ;  and  that  he  never  considered  him  as  a  resident. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  Archibald  Stuart  was  incapable  of  being  elected 
a  delegate  to  serve  in  this  present  General  Assembly,  for  the  said  county  of  Botetourt. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  a  report  from  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  adjust  the  claim  and  accounts  of  Oliver  Pollock  against  the  State,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  said 
Oliver  Pollock;  also,  a  letter  from  the  honorable  Edward  Carrington,  Esq.  resigning  the  office  of  a  commissioner,  to 
liquidate  the  accounts  of  this  State  against  the  United  States,  for  the  acquisition  and  defence  of  the  western  territory, 
which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  the  Governor  and  Oliver  Pollock,  together  with  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
respecting  the  claim  of  the  said  Oliver  Pollock,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Carrington  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  EUzey :  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "directing  the  sale  of  certain  lands  late  the  property  ofJj 
John  Mills,  deceased,  for  the  payment  of  his  debts.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Prentis  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  authorise  the 
administrator  of  Alexander  Wodrovv,  deceased,  to  convey  part  of  a  lot  of  land  to  Elizabeth  Eskridge;"  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Prentis  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  enlarging  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Courts  of  Hustings  of  Winchester,  Alexandria  and  Petersburg;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Prentis  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  discharge  George 
Taylor,  James  Madison  and  Joseph  Jones,  from  farther  proceeding  in  a  trust  reposed  in  them  by  an  act  of  Assembly ;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Prentis  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  reforming  the  county  courts ;"  and  the  same  was  received  ^ 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time.  ^ 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  the  bill  "  for  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  at 
Crow's  ferry,  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,  and  on  the  lands  of  Thomas  Cresap,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,"  was 
committed,  be  discharged  from  further  proceedmg  thereon,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Hancock,  Norvell, 
Lee,  Simms,  Stuart,  Vanmiter,  Humphreys,  Alexander  White,  Thruston,  Watkins,  Jones,  Wilkinson,  John  Mayo, 
jun.  Thompson,  Nicholas  and  Fry. 

On  a  motion  made,  • 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "  for 
establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kinsale,  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  and  discontinuing  that  at  Rust's 
warehouse,"  was  committed,  to  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  to  suspend  so  much  of  the  operation  of  the  law  for  the  in- 
spection of  tobacco,  as  discontinues  certain  warehouses  until  the  1st  day  of  October  17S6. 

A  bill,  "for  re-foi-ming  the  county  courts;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  on  Monday  next. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  public  printer  be  directed  to  strike  immediately  150  copies  of  the  bill  "  for  re-forming  the 
county  courts;"  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this  House.  ^ 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  enable  British  subjects  to  recover  their  debts  from  citi- 
zens of  this  Commonwealth;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time.  Jt 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  top.oceed  by  Joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  judge  of  the  ' 
Court  of  Admiralty,  in  the  room  of  Benjamin  Waller,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  on  the  bills  "for  granting  to  the  offi- 
cers late  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments,  certificates  for  five  years  full  pay  in  lieu  ol'  halfpaj  for  life;"  "to  decide 
the  payment  o(  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Nortlien  Neck;"  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  thB| 
waters  of  Elizabetii  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  for  establishing 
the  board  of  amlitors,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  "  for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  govern- 
ment;" "  punish  ng  ceriain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  an 
act,  for  the  beiter  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  Durposes;"  '  to  repeal  in  part  the  act, 
f»V  amending  tUe  seve.-  ■!  laws  for  regulating  and  discipliuing  the  militia,  and  guardmg  against  invasions  and  insur- 
H  7 
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rections ;"  "  for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  proprietoi^  office  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  the  Northern  Neck;" 
and  "10  Hineiid  aiid  rediiot  intu  one  art,  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding 
against  invasions  and  uisurrectioiis,"  being  read  ; 

Orderid,  That  the  same  be  put  oft"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  20,   1785. 


A  bill,  "to  authorise  the  administrator  of  Alexander  Wodrow,  deceased,  to  convey  part  of  a  lot  of  land  to 
Elizabeth  Eskrid^e  ;"'  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  t'.nie. 

A  bill,  "  to  discharge  George  Taylor,  James  Madison  and  Joseph  Jones,  from  farther  proceeding  in  a  trust  re- 
posed in  them  by  an  act  of  Assembly  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time. 

A  bill,  "for  enlarging  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Courts  of  Hustings  of  Winchester,  Alexandria  and  Petersburg;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Bibb,  Bland,  Richard  Lee,  Tyler,  Watkins,  Simras, 
Meriwether  Smith,  Egglestou,  and  Alexander  White. 

A  bill,  "  to  enable  British  subjects  to  recover  their  debts  from  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  ;''  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House. 
^        A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  this  House  will,  on  Tuesday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
Vmittee  ol'  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  bill ; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes,     42.  Noes,     52. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  this  House  will,  on  the  third  Monday  in  October  next, 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  bill; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes,     46.  Noes,     55. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  bill; 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Harrison  : 

XMr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to  their  amendments  to 
the  bill  "  concerning  the  election  of  members  of  the  General  Assembly,"  and  they  do  recede  from  their  amendments 
disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the  said  bill;  also,  they  do  insist  upon  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to 
the  bill  "to  amend  the  act  concerning  pensioners."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Prentis  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  according  to  order,  the  amendments  agreed  to  on 
Tuesday  the  6th  instant,  to  the  bills,  "for  the  more  general  diffusion  of  knowledge ;"  "for  the  restraint,  mainte- 
nance and  cure  of  persons  not  sound  in  mind;"  and  "for  registering  births  and  deaths;"  and  he  read  the  same  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by 
Ae  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bills,  with  the  amendments,  be  severally  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stith  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Monday  fortnight. 

The  House  proceeded,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
.judge  ol  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  in  the  room  of  Benjamin  Waller,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned;  and  the  members  hav- 
ing prepared  tickets,  with  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot  boxes,  Messrs. 
riioinpson,  Mercer,  Braxton,  and  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committc;  from 
the  Senate  in  the  conflrencc  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes  and  report  to  the  House  on 
whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall. 
~  The  committee  then  withdrew,  and  after  some  time,  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had,  accord- 

uig  to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  bal- 
lot boxes,  and  luuiid  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  John  Tyler,  Esq. 
IK       c'^'"''    '^""^^^  proceeded  to  cimsider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on  by 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  concerning  pensioners;"  and  the  same  being  read; 

lUsiAved,    Ihat  tliis  House  tiotli  recede  fr.)iii  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  Irom  tlie  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 
■f        ^|H.  Speakek, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  respecting  William  Murry.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  1  rentis  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  for  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands,"  was  committed, 
that  the  coniinitteo  had,  according  to  order,  liad  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amend- 
inehts  thereto,  winch  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
iwK.e  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
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Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  E;;i;'e>  on  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  clearing  and  improving  the  navigation  of  Appomattox 
«ver;"  and  the  sa  ae  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

iMr.  Simms  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Fayette,"  was  committed, 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  for  clearing  and  improving  the  navigation  of  Appomattox  river;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  order- 
ed to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Bibb,  Sherwin,  Barksdale,  Markham,  Nicholas,  Brent  and  Temple. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bills  in  the 
Revised  Code  No.  68,  "  for  the  employment,  government  and  support  of  malefactors  condemned  to  labor  for  the 
Commonwealth;"  No.  105,  "for  reforming  the  proceedings  in  writs  of  right;"  and  the  bill  No.  123,  "concerning 
executions;"  also,  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  on  the  bills,  "for  granting  to  the  officers  late  of  the 
1st  and  2d  State  regiments,  certificates  for  five  years  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life;"  "to  decide  the  pay- 
ment of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  NecU ;"  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the 
waters  of  Elizabeth  river  ti  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  '  for  estab- 
lishing the  board  of  auditors,  and  (or  other  purposes  ;"  "  for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  gov- 
ernment;" "punishing  certan  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled 
'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "  to  repeal  in  part  the 
act,  'for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  againt  invasions  and  in- 
surrections ;"  "  for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  proprietary  office  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  the  Northern 
Neck ;"  and  "  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  laws  'for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guardinc  against  • 
invasions  and  insurrections;"   being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  21,  1785. 

Mr.  Page  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  empower  Robert 
Mackey  and  John  Peyton  to  build  upon  and  convey  lots  in  the  common  annexed  to  the  town  of  Winchester;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Page  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  appointing  trus- 
tees to  convey  a  tract  of  land  belonging  to  the  Nansemond  nation  of  Indians;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  the  question  being  put  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  resi- 
due of  the  printed  bills  in  the  Revised  Code  of  laws  enumerated  in  the  order  of  the  14th  instant;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Corbin  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  said  bills  under  their  consideration,  and  made  some  progress  therein ;  but  not  having  time  to  go  through 
the  same,  had  directed  liim  to  move  tlie  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  the  last  day  of  March  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  said  bills. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  concerning  the  location  of  certain  warrants  upon  waste  and  un- 
apjjropriated  lands  in  the  counties  of  Greenbrier,  Harrison  and  Monongalia;  and  that  Messrs.  Clendennin,  Jackson, 
Prentis,  Scott  and  Pettijohn,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  acts  of  limitation  for  a  certain 
period;"  and  that  Messrs.  Innes,  Mercer  and  Madison,  do  prepare  and  liring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  Thai  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  repeal  the  act,  'to  autliorise  the  auditors  to  grant  new  war- 
rants and  certificates  in  certain  cases;"  and  that  Messrs.  Corbin,  Zane  and  Matthews,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  authorise  the  administrators  of  Alexander  Wodrow,  deceased,  to  convey  part  of  a  lot  of 
land  to  Elizabeth  Eskridge ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  authorise  the  administrators  of  Alexander 
Wodrow,  deceased,  to  convey  part  of  a  lot  of  land  to  Elizabeth  Eskridge. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  the  more  general  diffusion  of  knowledge;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  directing  the  mode  of  appointing  aldermen." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  registering  births  and  deaths ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 
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Resohed,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  registering  births  and  deaths." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thompson  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  improving  tlie  navigation  of  the  South  branch  of  Potomac  river;"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  South 
branch  of  the  Potomac  river." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Michael  Bowyer  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday  fort- 
night. 

Mr.  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
iag  to  order,  examined  several  enrolled  bills,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Watkins  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate  for  their  examination. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Fayette;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  dividing  the  county  of  Fayette." 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  for  granting  certificates  to  the  officers  late  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments,  for 
five  years  full  pay  for  life;"  "to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Neck  ;"  "for 
cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  Stale  of  North  Carolina ;"  "  to 
amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  regulating  and  fixing  the  sala- 
ries of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  "  for  punishing  certain  ofl'ences  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;" 
"to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  "  to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  '  for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and 
guarding  againt  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  proprietary  office  in  that  part  of 
the  State  called  the  Northern  Neck  ;"  and  "  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws  '  for  regulating  and 
disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  otT  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  22,   1785. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  the  restraint,  maintenance  and  cure  of  persons  not  sound  in  mind;"  was  read  the  third 
'lime. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  the  restraint,  maintenance  and  cure  of  persons 
not  sound  in  mind." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  empower  Robert  Mackey  and  John  Peyton,  to  build  upon  and  convey  certain  lots  in  the  common 
annexed  to  the  town  of  Winchester;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Hancock  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "for  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  at  Crow's 
ferry  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,  and  on  the  lands  of  Thomas  Cresap,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,"  was  commit- 
ted, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments tiicreto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  tlie  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  hill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  discharge  George  Taylor,  .James  Taylor  and  Joseph  Jones,  from  farther  proceeding  in  a 
trust  reposed  in  them  by  an  act  of  Assembly;"  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  "that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  discharge  George  Taylor,  James  Taylor  and 
Joseph  Jones,  from  farther  proceeding  in  a  trust  reposed  in  them  by  an  act  of  Assembly." 

Ordered,  Thai  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Thompson  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  an  act,  'concerning 
eiitries  and  surveys  on  the  western  waters,"  was  conuniiicd,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
bill  under  llieir  consid(?ration,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  wIktc  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  "the  third  lime. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  commiltee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  con^iideralion  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  liad  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read 
.»n  bis  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 
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Besoked,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  llie  petition  of  William  Johnston,  setting  lortli,  tliat  under 
the  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  an  act,  for  supplying  the  army  with  clothes,  provisions  and  wagons  ;"  he  did,  in  the 
month  of  January  1781,  furnish  the  county  of  Hampshire  with  a  wagon  and  team,  which  was  valued  to  ICO/,  specie; 
that  the  said  specie  valuation  was  by  tiie  court  of  the  said  county  of  Hampshire,  levied  for  him  in  paper  money ;  but 
such  was  the  situation  of  the  county  about  that  time,  owing  to  an  insurrection  therein,  that  before  the  said  collection 
could  be  made  and  tendered  to  the  petitioner,  the  depreciation  thereof  rendered  it  of  so  little  value,  as  to  induce  him  to 
refuse  it  as  a  pa3'ment  for  his  said  wagon  and  team,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the  court  of  the  said 
county  of  Hampshire,  ought  again  to  proceed  under  the  said  act  of  Assembly,  and  levy  in  favor  of  the  petitioner,  the 
specie  value  of  his  said  wagon  and  team. 

Resohed,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  sundry  persons,  lenders  of  tobacco  to  the 
public  under  a  resolution  of  Assembly  passed  in  June  1780,  praying  that  funds  may  be  provided  for  the  payment 
thereof,  together  with  the  interest  due  thereon,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,    That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Gist,  setting  forth,  that  in  conse-    \ 
quence  of  his  being  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians  at  the  defeat  of- Major  Grant  in  the  year  1758,  he     I 
was  allowed  an  annuity  of  40/.  per  annum  during  life:  which  annuity  has  been  discontinued,  and  warrants  refused  to 
be  granted  him  for  some  arrears  of  provision  which  he  has  not  yet  received,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  that 
the  petitioner's  said  annuity,  together  with  any  arrearages  which  shall  appear  to  be  due,  ought  to  be  continued  and  al- 
lowed to  him. 

The  1st  and  3d  resolutions  being  read  a  second  time  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the 
same  committee. 

The  2d  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  2d  resolution  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Joseph  Nourse,  James  Nourse  and  William  Nourse,  executors  of 
James  Nourse,  deceased,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  fol- 
io weth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  James  Nourse,  died  seized  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the  county  of  Berke- 
ley, containing  near  1,000  acres,  and  possessed  of  sundry  negroes,  and  some  personal  estate:  That  by  his  will,  he  de- 
vised several  money  legacies  to  his  younger  children,  and  directed  that  the  residue  of  his  estate  should  be  equally  di- 
vided amongst  all  his  children,  ten  in  number,  five  of  whom  are  still  under  age ;  that  the  executors  have  sold  the  ne- 
groes and  personal  estate,  but  the  money  arising  therefrom  will  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  debts  or  legacies. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  such  is  the  situation  of  the  said  land,  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  di- 
vide the  land  into  ten  parts,  without  doing  injustice  to  some  of  the  devisees,  as  by  any  division  that  can  possibly  be 
made,  some  of  the  parts  will  contain  only  cleared  land,  and  others  must  consist  entirely  of  wood  land,  and  that  the 
buildings  alone  will  be  of  greater  value  than  any  one  share :  That  the  situation  of  the  family  will  not  admit  of  work- 
ing the  whole  tract  for  the  benefit  of  those  interested  until  the  younger  children  are  of  age. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  all  the  parties  interested  who  are  of  full  age,  have  consented  that  the 
said  land  should  be  sold,  and  the  money,  after  the  payment  of  the  debts  and  legacies,  divided  agreeably  to  the  will, 
except  Mr.  John  Cook,  who  intermarried  with  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  testator,  and  who  is  guardian  to  the  chil- 
dren who  are  under  age. 

Resolved,  therefure,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  parties  interest- 
ed, if  trustees  were  appointed  to  allot  to  the  wife  of  the  said  John  Cook,  one-tenth  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  having 
regard  to  quantity  and  quality,  and  to  sell  the  other  nine-tenths,  and  after  paying  the  debts  and  legacies,  to  divide  the 
purchase  money  among  the  rest  of  the  children  of  the  said  James  Nourse,  deceased. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thei-eupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Samuel,  William  and  Claiborne  Du-Val,  to  them  referred,  and 
had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Samuel  Du-Val,  late  of  the  county  of  Henrico,  deceased,  by  his  will  devised 
to  his  sons  William  and  Claiborne  Du-Val,  in  trust  for  the  use  of  his  son  Samuel,  during  fife,  and  after  his  death  to 
the  children  of  the  said  Samuel,  one-fifth  part  of  his  lands  in  the  said  county,  containing  the  Deep  Run  coal-pits; 
that  the  profits  arising  from  the  said  pits,  are  not  sufficient  to  support  the  family  of  the  said  Samuel  Du-Val;  and 
that  if  the  same  were  sold  and  the  purchase  money  vested  in  other  lands,  with  a  proportionate  number  of  slaves,  it  is 
probable  the  profits  arising  therefrom  would  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Samuel,  William  and  Claiborne 

Du-Val,  _iraying  that  the  share  of  tjie  said  coal-pits  devised  to  the  said  Wdliam  and  Claiborne,  in  trust  for  the  use 

of  the  sai.i  Sa    uel  during  his  life,  and  afier  his  death  to  bis  childrci:,  may  be  sold   and  tb°  nurchase  money  vested  in 

Other  lands,  and  a  proportionate  number  of  slaves,  to  be  held  agreeably  to  the  limitations  lu  the  said  will,  be  rejected. 

I  7 


104 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  the  resolution  upon  the  petition  of  Catlett 
James,  was  recommitted,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  petition  under  their  conside- 
ration, and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
aftenvards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  petitioner's  discharge,  signed  by  General  Mughlenburg,  that  he  faithfully 
served  three  years  as  a  soldier  iu  the  1st  Virginia  regiment,  being  the  term  of  his  enlistment,  which  commenced  the 
first  day  of  August  1776,  and  ended  the  first  day  of  August  1779. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  deposition  of  the  petitioner's  mother,  Mildred  James,  that  at  the 
time  of  his  enlistment  he  was  in  full  health,  and  when  he  returned  home,  which  was  in  December  1779,  he  was  afflict- 
ed with  pains  in  his  back  and  hips,  which  have  since  terminated  in  a  violent  rheumatic  complaint,  and  renders  the 
petitioner  unable  to  procure  a  livelihood  by  labor. 

Ii  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  a  certificate  under  the  hand  of  the  petitioner's  doctor,  that  his  pre- 
sent disorder  proceeds  from  the  hardships  which  he  suffered  whilst  in  service ; 

IVherewp  n,  resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Catlett  James,  pray- 
ing relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  tlie  petitioner  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  and  allowed  for  his  present 
relief  one  year's  pension. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  the  petition  of  Reuben  Coutts,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to 
a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  an  attested  record  from  the  clerk  of  the  General  Court,  that  in  the  month  of 
October  in  the  year  1781,  a  certain  John  Gi'/.zard  Frazer  was  apprehended  upon  a  charge  of  arson,  and  was  bailed 
by  the  honorable  Paul  Carrington,  Esq.  Chief  Justice  of  the  said  court,  in  which  recognizance  the  petitioner  and  a 
certain  Richard  Johnson,  became  bound  as  securities  to  the  said  Frazer,  for  his  appearance  before  the  then  next  Gene- 
ral Court,  to  be  held  in  the  month  of  December  following  : 

That  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  said  Frazer  to  appear  at  the  said  General  Court  holden  in  December 
1781,  his  default  was  recorded,  and  a  scire  facias  was  issued  against  him  and  his  said  securities,  judgment  obtained 
thereon,  and  execution  sued  out  against  the  petitioner's  property  to  the  amount  of  150/.,  which  he  has  satisfied  and 
discharged. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  after  the  said  John  Gizzard  Frazer  was  bailed  as  aforesaid,  he  left  the 
State,  which  prevented  the  petitioner  from  surrendtring  him  for  trial,  in  discharge  of  the  said  recognizance. 

Whereupon,  resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Reuben  Coutts,  praying 
to  be  reimbursed  by  the  public  the  said  sum  of  150/.,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Page  presented,  from  the  committee  tor  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  forming  the  dis- 
trict of  Kentucky  into  an  independent  State;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smith  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  poor  of  the  several  coun- 
ties within  this  Commonwealth,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under 
thtir  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  liis  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
ilerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  proprietary  office,  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  the  Northern  Neck ;"  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Braxton  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  jihice,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  ainendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  for  granting  certificates  to  the  officers  late  of  the  1st  and  2d  Stale  regiments,  for  five  years  fiill  pay  in  lieu  of  half 
pay  for  life;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Alexander'White  reported, 
that  the  coiiiinitlee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same, 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  tabic, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,   That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

'I  he  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  a  supplementary  act  of  the  Legisla- 
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tiire  of  Maryland,  respecting  the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac ;  also,  a  statement  of  sundry  accounts  between  the 
United  States  and  individual  States;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  liie  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  memorials  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  James  River  Company,  of  John  Campbell,  John  Harvie  and  John  Simms,  were  referred,  be  discharg- 
ed from  farther  proceeding  thereon  ;  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  they 
do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Michael  Bowyer  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Monday 
se'nnight. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Neck ;" 
"for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pnsquotank  river  in  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina ;"  " to  amend  the  a<t,  ior  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  " for  regulating  and  fixing 
the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  f;overnment ;"  "punishing  certain  oflences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain 
powers;"  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  "to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia, 
and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  and  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws  for  re- 
gulating and  disciplining  thi-  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  23,  1785. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Barksdale  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  until  Monday  se'nnight ; 
Mr.  Macon,  until  Thursday  next;  a;id  .Mr.  John  Clarke  of  Prince  Edward,  until  Friday  se'nnight. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  empown  Robert  Mackey  and  John  Peyton,  to  build  upon  and  convey  certain  lots  in  the 
common  annexed  to  the  town  of  Wujcliester ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  empower  Robert  Mackey  and  John  Peyton, 
to  build  upon  and  convey  certain  lots  in  the  common  amiexed  to  the  town  of  Winchester." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  at  Crow's  ferry,  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,  and  on 
the  lands  of  Thomas  Cresap,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  thai  the  title  be,  "an  act,  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  at  Thomas 
Paxton's,  in  the  county  of  Rockbridge,  and  on  the  lands  of  Thomas  Cresap,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hancock  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning  entries  and  surveys  on  the  western  waters;" 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning  en- 
tries and  surveys  on  the  western  waters,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomson  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  provide  for  the  poor  of  the  several  counties  within  tliis  Commonwealth;"  was  read  the 
ihird  time,  and  tlie  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

■  Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  tiiat  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  provide  for  the  poor  in  the  several  counties 
/■^vithin  tliis  Commonwealth." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  safe  keeping  the  records  of  the  proprietary  office,  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  the 
Northern  Neck;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  keeping  the  land  papers  of  the  Northern  Neck 
in  the  register's  office,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

All  engrossed  bill,  "for  granting  certificates  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  late  of  the  1st  and  2d  State  regiments, 
for  five  years  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life;"  was  read  the  tliird  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  granting  certificates  to  certain  persons  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line  and  navy,  for  five  years  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled ;  and  they 
are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Watkins  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  examined  several  others,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Watkins  do  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  examination. 
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A  bill  "tor  t'orm'u)'^  the  district  of  Kentucky  into  an  independent  State;"  was  read  tbe  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Norvell  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  examined  the  same,  and  agreed  to  a  report  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  followeth : 

Your  committee  find,  that  at  the  last  settlement  made  by  Jaquelin  Ambler,  treasurer,  from  the  1 1th  day  of  Dec.  1784 
to  the  lltti  day  of  Dec.  1785,  inclusive,  there  remained  a  balance  in  the  treasury,  amounting  to  22,542/.  9s.  1  3-4rf. ; 
and  that  there  hath  been  received  by  the  said  treasurer,  from  the  12th  day  of  Dec.  1784,  to  the  11th  day  of  Dec.  1785,  in- 
clusive the  followin"-  sums,  to  wit:  From  escheators,  the  sum  of  132/.  14s.  6rf. ;  also,  from  the  late  agent  for  the  sale  of 
comrautables,  the  sura  of  711/.  16^-  8t/. ;  also,  by  virtue  of  the  last  recruiting  law,  the  sum  of  1,122/.  5s.  7  l-2d.;  also, 
of  sundry  persons,  on  divers  accounts,  the  sum  of  878/.  4s.  8  l-2t/. ;  also,  for  the  arrears  of  the  revenue  taxes  for  the 
year  1782,  the  sum  of  2,432/.  6s.  9  3-4fZ. ;  also,  for  the  arrears  of  the  revenue  taxes  due  for  the  year  1783,  the  sum  of 
30  on/.  7s.  9  l-2d.;  also,  from  ofHcers  of  the  customs,  viz.  by  virtue  of  the  first  revenue  law,  the  sum  of  4, 725/.  12s.  9d.; 
for  the  duties  of  2,  1-2  per  cent.,  the  sum  of  14,210/.  16s. 2  3-4c/. ;  for  the  impost  on  mariners,  the  sum  of  332/.  12s. 
7  l-4c/.;  and  for  duties  appropriated  to  the  redemption  of  the  army  debt,  the  sum  of  10,184/.  5s.;  also,  on  account  of 
the  Land  Office,  for  right  money,  the  sum  of  1 ,563/.  6s.  8(/. ;  also,  of  the  register  of  the  Land  Office,  the  sum  of  2,200/. 
18s.  lid.-  also,  from  the  clerks  of  courts  for  the  taxes  on  deeds,  wills  and  law  process,  the  sum  of  3,071/.  6s.  10  3-4d.; 
also,  for  the  revenue  taxes  of  1784,  the  sum  of  158,466/.  12s.  2  3-4f/. ;  also,  from  inspectors  of  tobacco,  viz.  for  tax 
appropriated  for  payment  of  tobacco  burnt  at  Rocky  Ridge  warehouse,  the  sum  of  8,536/.  16s.  2d.;  for  tax  by  virtue 
of  first  recruiting  law,  the  sum  of  215/.  2s.  8d.,  for  surplus  of  tax  on  rents,  the  sum  of  5,586/.  lis.  1  1-2V/.;  and  for  the 
tax  appropriated  to  the  redemption  of  the  army  debt,  the  sum  of  11,409/.  10s.  lOd.;  also,  from  notaries  public,  the 
sum  of  9/.  2s.  10  l-2c/. ;  also,  for  the  revenue  taxes  for  the  year  1785,  the  sum  of  285/.  13s.;  also,  on  account  of  the 
arrears  of  the  certificate  tax  for  the  year  1783,  the  sum  of  11,243/.  8s.  8  3-4rf.;  and  on  account  of  the  certificate  tax 
due  for  the  year  1784,  the  sum  of  136,695/.  17s.  9(/.;  amounting  in  the  whole,  received  by  the  said  treasurer,  within 
the  periods  aforesaid,  to  426,574/.  19s.  8  l-Hd. 

Your  committee  likewise  find,  that  the  said  treasurer,  within  the  periods  aforesaid,  hath  disbursed  and  admitted  in 
discount  of  the  revenue  taxes,  to  the  amount  of  238,506/.  9*.  5d.,  as  appears  by  the  receipts  and  corresponding  vouch- 
ers, produced  to  and  examined  by  us.  It  further  appears  that  the  said  treasurer  hath  admitted  for  one-tenth  of  the 
land  tax  by  virtue  of  the  revenue  laws,  the  sum  of  6,429/.  18s.  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  18tli  of  March  1760,  which  bills 
were  produced  to  your  committee,  examined  and  destroyed.  It  further  appears  that  the  said  treasurer  hath  paid  to 
the  claimants  for  tobacco  burnt  at  Rocky  Ridge  warehouse,  to  the  amount  of  7,217/.  12s.  2  l-2d.  It  also  appears  that 
he  hath  admitted  in  part  of  the  revenue  taxes  of  1783,  agreeably  to  law,  notes  to  the  amount  of  1 1 ,039  lbs.  of  tobacco, 
wiiich  was  burnt  at  the  aforesaid  warehouse,  and  which  at  the  rate  of  30s.  per  hundred,  amounts  to  165/.  lis.  9d.  It 
appears  further,  that  a  loss  has  been  sustained  in  the  sale  of  sundry  commutable  articles  since  the  said  treasurer's  last 
settlement  (including  notes  for  15  barrels  of  old  flour  which  cannot  be  disposed  of)  to  the  amount  of  410/.  Ss.  6  1-4(7. 
And  it  appears  also,  that  the  said  treasurer  hath  admitted  in  discount  of  the  certificate  tax,  as  the  law  directs,  militia 
certificates,  warrants  for  supplies  furnished  the  army,  &ic.  and  soldiers'  tobacco  notes  for  the  year  1783,  to  the  amount 
of  1 1,243/.  8s.  8  3-4(/.;  and  for  the  year  1784,  to  the  amount  136,695/.  17s.  Od. ;  which  several  credits  being  duly  en- 
tered, there  remained  a  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  12th  instant  of  25,905/.  13s.  3  3-4(/.,  as  will  appear  by  the 
statement  annexed. 

DR.  THE  PUBLIC  TREASURY, 

From  the  I2lh  day  of  Dextmher  1784,  to  the  lltk  day  of  December  llQb,  inclusive. 
To  balance  of  account  settled  to  the  12th  December  1784, 
Escheators  received  per  account. 
Late  agent,  for  sale  of  commutables,  per  account, 
County  lieutenants  by  virtue  of  last  recruiting  law,  per  account, 
Sundry  persons  as  per  account, 
Sheriffs,  for  arrears  of  revenue  taxes  of  1782, 
Ditto     for  ditto    of  ditto         of  1783, 

Officers  of  Custom.s, — viz: 
By  virtue  of  first  revenue  law. 
For  the  duties  of  2  1-2  per  cent. 
For  the  impost  on  mariners. 
For  duties  appropriated  to  the  redemption  of  the  army  debt, 

To  Land  Office  for  right  money,  ,  _  - 

Register  of  Land  Office,         -  .  .  . 

n^rks  of  counties  for  tax  on  wills,  deeds  and  law  process, 

Sheriffs  for  the  revenue  taxes  of  1784,        -  .  - 

Amount  carried  over, 


£22,542 

9 

1  3-4 

132 

14 

6 

711 

16 

8 

1,122 

5 

7  1-2 

878 

4 

8  1-2 

2,432 

6 

9  3-4 

30,011 

7 

9  1-2 

£  4,725  12 

9 

14,216  16 

2  3-4 

332  12 

7  1-4 

10,184  5 

0 

29,459 

6 

7 

1,563 

6 

8 

2,200 

18 

11 

3,071 

6 

10  3-4 

158,466 

12 

2  3-4 

;  252,592 

16 

6  1-2 

107 


Amount  brought  forward, 
IiXsPECTORS  OF  Tobacco, — viz.- 
For  tax  appropriated  for  tobacco  burnt  at  Rocky  Ridge,  as 

per  account,                           -                     .                     .  £8,536  16 

Tax  by  virtue  of  first  revenue  law,                    -                     -  215  2 

Surplus  of  tax  on  rents,               ...  5,586  1 1 

Tax  for  redemption  of  army  debt,                    -                     -  11,409  10  10 

To  notaries  public,  for  tax  on  seal,  _  -  . 

Sheriffs,  for  revenue  taxes  of  1785,  -  -  _ 

Ditto,     for  arrears  of  certificate  tax,  of  1783, 
Ditto,     for  certificate  tax  of  1784,  ... 


1  1-2 


£  252,592  16  6  1-2 


25,748  0  9  1-2 
9  2  10  1-2 
285  13  0 
11,243  8  8  3-4 
136,695  17  9 

£426,574  19  8  1-4 


THE  PUBLIC  TREASURY,  CR. 

From  the  I2ih  day  of  December  1784,  to  the  Wth  day  of  December  IT 8 5,  inclusive. 
By  amount  of  disbursements  and  discounts  from  the  12th  day  of  December  1784,  to 
the  11th  day  of  December  1785,  inclusive,  as  appears  by  the  receipts  and  corres- 
ponding- vouchers  produced  and  examined,  -  .  . 
Bills  of  credit  of  the  18th  of  March  1780,  received  in  payment  of  one-tenth  of  the 

land  tax,  produced  to  the  committee,  examined  and  destroyed. 

Amount  of  payments  made  to  claimants  for  tobacco  burnt  at  Rocky  Ridge,  per 

account,  .--... 

By  10  hogsheads,  quantity  10,949  lbs.  of  tobacco  burnt  at  Rocky  Ridge,  received 

agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  General  Assembly  in  part  of  the  revenue  tax  of 

1783,  at  the  rate  of  30*.  per  cwt.  -  -  .  . 
Also,  on  a  transfer  note  90  lbs.  nett  of  like  tobacco,  received  on  same  account. 
By  loss  sustained  in  sales  of  commutables  since  last  settlement,  including  15  barrels  of 

old  flour,  the  receipts  of  which  were  paid  into  the  treasury,  in  part  of  the  revenue 

taxes,  and  cannot  be  disposed  of  -  -  -  -  410     8     6  1-4 

Amount  of  militia  certificates,  warrants  for  supplies  furnished  the  army,  &c.,  and 
soldiers  tobacco  notes  admitted  in  discount  of  the  arrears  of  the  certificate  tax  for 

1784,  as  appears  by  the  receipts  and  corresponding  vouchers  produced  and  ex- 
amined by  the  committee,  -  .    ,  -  .  11,243     8     8  3-4 

By  amount  received  for  certificate  tax  of  1784,  as  appears  by  the  receipts  and  corres- 
ponding vouchers,  .  _  .  _  .  136,695   17     9 
Balance  carried  to  new  account,                        _                     .                     .                     _  25,905  15     3  3-4 


£238,500     9 

C 

6,429  18 

0 

1 

7,217  12 

2  1-2 

164     4 

9 

1     7 

0 

£426,574  19     8  1-4 


Errors  Excepted, 


J.  AMBLER,  Treasurer. 


The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern 
Neck;"  "  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "  for  regulating  and 
fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  "  punishing  certain  oflences  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  cer- 
tain powers;"  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and 
for  other  purposes  ;"  "  to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  mili- 
tia, and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  and  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws  for 
regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  aiid  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to- morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
K  7 
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SATURbAY,  December  24,  1785, 

Mr.  Tyler  presented,  accordina:  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  declaring-  who  shall  be 
deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  Underwood  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  situation  of  the  books  and  papers  in 
the  treasurer's,  solicitors  and  auditor's  otiices,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  examined  the  same,  and 
had  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  as  followeth : 

Your  committee,  in  looking  over  tlie  books  of  the  treasury,  find  many  accounts  therein  stated  for  the  years  1776 
and  1777.  by  which  it  appears  th.it  large  balances  are  due  to  the  public:  Your  committee  think  proper  to  inform  the 
House,  that  the  mode  at  present  adopted  of  keeping  the  books  in  the  auditor's  office,  is  not  a  sufficient  check  on  the 
books  kept  bv  the  treasurer;  and  that  although  the  late  treasurer,  George  Webb,  Esqr's.  accounts  have,  as  your  com- 
miiti^e  are  informed,  been  settled  several  years,  by  a  committee  from  the  Assembly,  yet  there  appears  to  be  due  him 
a  balince  of  1,011,021/.  G.s.  1  Of/,  paper  currency :  Your  committee  also  discovered  that  there  are  many  large  nc- 
couuts  standing  open  on  the  books  in  the  auditors  office,  for  sums  of  money  advanced  to  directors  of  public  buildings, 
recruiting  officers,  county  lieutenants,  commissaries,  and  others;  and  are  of  opinion  that  those  accounts  ought  to  be 
closed:  Your  committee  find  by  the  law,  tlie  solicitor  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office  in  the  year  1780,  in  which 
law  a  power  is  triven  him  to  call  upon  all  delinquent  debtors  for  final  settlement  of  their  accounts;  that  about  five 
years  iiave  elapsed  away,  and  a  great  number  of  those  accounts  are  still  unsettled:  Your  committee  therefore  think  it 
necessary  to  continue  that  office  longer,  as  it  is  attended  with  no  great  advantage  to  the  State,  and  costs  750/.  ])er 
annum  :  Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  as  several  sums  of  money  are  paid  into  the  treasury  which  are  not  parti- 
cularly appropriated  by  law,  some  measure  should  be  taken  hereafter  directing  how  all  such  money  shall  be  appro- 
priated; and  it  is  necessary  that,  at  the  end  of  every  year  the  treasurer  should  make  a  fair  settlement  for  all  monies 
in  his  hands,  that  it  may  be  the  more  certainly  effected  ; 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  Governor  and  Council  ought  to  be  empowered,  from 
and  after  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  to  cause  to  be  kept  in  the  treasurer's  office,  a  book,  in  which  the  treasurer  shall 
enter  all  and  every  sum  or  sums  of  specie  by  him  received  in  a  cash  account,  which  account  the  said  treasurer  ought 
to  settle  with  the  Executive  at  the  end  of  three  months,  striking  the  balance  on  the  book,  by  which  it  will  appear  what 
sum  of  money  is  in  his  hands  when  such  settlement  is  made;  which  several  settlements  may  be  revised  by  the  General 
Assembly  at  their  next  meeting. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  Executive  ought  to  be  empowered,  to  cause  to  be  kept 
in  the  auditor's  office,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  a  set  of  new  books,  in  which  all  the  public  accounts 
in  future  ought  to  be  kept,  and  therein  to  be  stated  against  the  treasurer  a  particular  account  of  the  specie  by  him  re- 
ceived, also  a  particular  account  of  all  warrants  drawn  on  him  for  payment,  which  account  ought  to  be  settled  in  man- 
ner aforesaid  at  the  end  of  every  three  months,  subject  also  to  the  revision  of  the  succeeding  session  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  Governor  and  Council  ought  to  be  empowered,  to  em- 
ploy a  proper  person  to  state  in  a  clear  and  correct  manner,  this  States'  account  against  the  continent,  to  settle  up  all 
the  books  to  the  end  of  the  year  1785,  and  to  collect  the  several  balances  thereon ;  who  ought  to  have  so  many  cle.  ks, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Executive,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  above  purposes. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  Executive  ought  to  be  empowered,  from  time  to  time, 
to  call  upon  such  person  so  to  be  employed  in  public  service,  to  settle  up  his  or  their  collections,  and  order  payment 
to  be  made  to  the  treasurer,  and  that  the  Executive  ouaht  to  forward  the  settlement  of  this  State's  account  aiiainst  the 
continent  as  expeditiously  as  possible;  and  that  the  person  thus  employed  to  state  and  settle  the  continental  account, 
and  bring  forward  and  have  collected  the  several  balances  due  on  the  public  books,  ought  to  receive  for  his  trouble 
from  the  public  treasury,  the  same  salary  as  is  allowed  by  law  to  an  auditor  of  public  actounts,  for  the  year  1786. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  of  Com- 
merce do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  Leonard  Cowper,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a 
resolution  thereupon,  whicii  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  read,  and  are  as  followeth  : 

it  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  General  Wood  and  Colonel  William  Russell,  that  the  peti- 
tioner being  a  captain  in  the  4tli  Virginia  regiment,  was  in  the  year  1779,  stationed  witii  his  said  regiment  in  the 
Stale  ol  New  York.  That  the  petitioner  being  thus  in  service,  was  by  an  ofiicer  of  the  Virginia  line  treated  in  the 
most  ignominious  manner,  wliicli  exposed  him  to  the  contempt  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  to  avoid  which,  he  was 
constrianed  to  challenge  the  oll'iiider,  in  the  issue  of  which,  he  received  a  wound,  which  soon  after  occasioned  the  loss 
of  his  leg. 

it  further  appears  to  your  connnittee,  that  the  petitioner  was  considered  in  tiie  army  as  an  officer  of  great  merit, 
and  ii|i  n  a  representation  of  his  case  to  the  continental  board  of  war,  he  was  admitted  into  the  invalid  corps  in  Phila- 
delj)hia,  and  continued  therein  as  a  ca|)tain  during  its  existence. 
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It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioner  is  in  very  needy  circumstances,  and  is  rendered  unable 
from  tlie  aforesa  I  wound  to  support  himself  by  labor. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Leonard  Cowper,  praying  to  be 
put  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  is  reasonable. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee 'of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  Richard  Bray  and  John  Kidd,  late  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Shephard's  warehouse, 
to  them  I'eferred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as 
foUoweth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  deposition  of  Gregory  Smith,  Esq.  that  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  May 
last,  he  was  informed  that  Shephard's  warehouse  was  broken  open:  on  which  information  he  went,  in  company  with  a 
Mr.  Thomas  Brown  down  to  the  said  warehouse,  aTid  upon  examining  found  that  some  person  had  slipped  back  the  bolt 
of  one  of  the  doors  with  some  sharp  instrument,  and  had  taken  tobacco  thereout'.  That  from  a  violent  rain  which  fell 
the  preceding  evening  the  deponent  plainly  discovered  that  tobacco  had  been  rolled  from  the  said  warehouse  to  the 
water's  edge,  where  it  was  broken  up,  and,  as  the  deponent  believes,  put  on  board  of  a  boat,  he  having  also  discover- 
ed the  print  of  a  keel  of  a  boat  in  the  sand,  together  with  the  print  of  many  feet. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  affidavit  of  the  said  inspectors,  that  upon  their  being  informed  of 
the  breaking  open  of  the  said  warehouse,  (which  was  done  on  the  night  of  the  6th  of  May  last,)  they  immediately  ob- 
tained a  warrant  from  a  magistrate,  and  made  diligent  search  after  the  tobacco  stolen,  without  being  able  to  make  any 
discovery  of  the  robbery;  that  upon  examining  the  warehouse  they  missed  two  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  weighing  2,1 11 
pounds  nett;  which  they  have  been  obliged  to  make  good  to  the  owner  thereof;  and  which  appears  to  your  commit- 
tee to  have  been  acta  iliy  done  by  the  pi'titioners. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Richard  Bray  and  John  Kidd,  late 
inspectors  of  tobacco  at  Shephard's  «  arehouse ;  praying  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  public  the  said  2,111  lbs.  nett  tobacco, 
which  was  stolen  thereout,  is  reasonable;  to  be  paid  to  the  petitioners  in  money,  at  the  rate  of  thirty  shillings  per 
hundred  weight. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Corbin  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  of  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Samuel  Overton  Pettus,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  to  a 
report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  petitioner  enlisted  in  the  ninth  Virginia  regiment,  on  the  2d  day  of  March 
1776,  and  continued  therein  until  the  4th  day  of  October  1777,  when  he  was  made  a  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Ger- 
mantown;  that  as  he  was  exchanged,  which  did  not  happen  until  the  month  of  June  1778,  he  returned  to  Virginia, 
and  in  January  1779  was  appointed  an  ensign  in  the  regiment  of  guards,  in  which  he  served  until  the  month  of  June 
1781,  when  it  was  d  sbanded  in  consequence  of  the  removal  of  the  Convention  troops. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Samuel  Overton  Pettus; 
prayino;  that  the  register  may  be  directed  to  grant  him  a  warrant  for  an  ensign's  portion  of  land,  to  be  located  in  the 
district  set  apart  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier, 
to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  dehvered  in 
at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of 
Greenbrier;  praying  that  so  much  of  the  taxes  as  are  due  from  them  to  the  public,  may  be  apphed  towards  opening 
a  road  from  the  highest  navigation  on  James  river,  to  the  falls  of  the  Great  Kana^vh.i,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  resolution  re  pecting  the  loan  certificates,  issued  for  pro- 
perty destroyed  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  a  resolution 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read, 
and  are  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Mr.  Thomas  Matthews,  that  the  valuation  of  the  pro- 
perty destroyed  in  the  said  borough  of  Norfolk,  did  not  exceed  the  real  specie  value  thereof  at  the  time  the  same  was 
made. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  loan  certificates,  issued  for  property  destroyed  in 
the  said  borough  of  Norfolk,  ought  to  be  registered  by  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  for  the  same  sum  in  specie  as 
is  specified  in  such  certificates. 
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And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  amotion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Culpeper, 
to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of 
Culpeper;  praying  that  the  same  may  be  divided  into  two  distinct  counties  by  a  line  to  begin  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Robison  river ;  thence  up  the  same  to  Crooked  run ;  thence  with  the  principal  branch  thereof  to  Tenant's  old  church, 
or  the  place  w  here  the  said  cliurch  stood ;  thence  a  direct  line  to  the  mouth  of  Popham's  run  ;  thence  up  the  said  run 
to  the  head  of  the  main  branch  thereof,  in  the  Blue  Ridge;  thence  with  the  said  Blue  Ridge  to  the  head  of  the  line 
of  Orange  county,  thence  down  the  same  to  the  beginning,  be  rejected. 

,  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  James  Hendricks,  to  them  referred,  and  had 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  is  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  James  Hendricks ;  praying  that 
he  may  be  protected  from  suits  brought,  and  which  may  be  brought  against  him,  on  account  of  the  purchase  of  six- 
teen horses,  made  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  French  array  in  the  year  1781,  is  reasonable. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee. 

]Mr.  Carter  Henrj-  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  '-to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  authorise  the  manumission  of  slaves;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be  read  a  second  time; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes,     35.  Noes,     52. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Page; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes,  on  the  question  for  the  second  reading  of  the  said  bill,  be  insert- 
ed in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Thomas  Parramore,  Wilson  Gary  Nicholas,  Joseph  Eg- 
<;leston,  Samuel  Shcrwiii,  Hugh  Rose,  Samuel  Hawes,  John  Daniel,  Edmund  Read,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Miles 
King,  William  Gatewood,  Elias  Wills,  Thomas  Smith,  Andrew  Donnelly,  Jeremiah  Pate,  Parke  Goodall,  Garland 
Anderson,  John  Dillard,  John  Rentfro,  Carter  Braxton,  Benjamin  Temple,  Thomas  Pettus,  William  Curtis,  Abra- 
ham Beacham,  William  Harrison,  Benjamin  Lankford,  William  Mayo,  Richard  Bibb,  Williamson  Ball,  George  Lee 
Turborville,  Thomas  Ridley,  George  Stubblefield,  William  Garrard,  Richard  Cary  and  Wilson  Gary. 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  .(ohn  Cropper,  Joshua  Fry,  John  Trigg,  George  Han- 
cock, John  Clarke  of  Campbell,  John  Tyler,  Henry  Southall,  David  Patteson,  French  Strother,  Henry  Fry,  William 
Watkins,  Wnrlich  W^estwood,  Charles  Simms,  David  Stuart,  Christopher  Greenum,  James  Garrard,  George  Thomp- 
son, Alexander  White,  John  Page,  Tliomas  Underwood,  George  Clendennin,  Isaac  Vanmiter,  John  Prunty,  John 
Mayo  jun.  John  Roberts,  William  Thornton,  James  Ball,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  William  White,  John  Edwards,  Ben- 
jamin Logan,  Francis  Corbin,  David  Scott,  William  Pettijohn,  Robert  Sayres,  Daniel  Trigg,  Daniel  Sanford,  Da- 
vid Bradlbrd,  David  Shepherd,  James  Madison,  Charles  Porter,  Cuthbert  Bullitt,  Daniel  Carroll  Brent,  Andrew 
Moore.  John  Hopkins,  Zanc,  John  Whitaker  Willis,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  John  Howell  Briggs,  Andrew  Kincan- 
non,  William  Russell  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  authorise  the  manumission 
of  slaves;"  and  that  Messrs.  Braxton,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Thompson  Tyler,  David  Stuart,  Zane,  Simms  and  Ni- 
cholas, do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Hein-y  Harrision  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
A  bill  "lor  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  on  the  land  of  John  Lynch,  in  the  county  of  Campbell;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  Hrst  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bdl  "  to  authorise  the  Society  of  Free  Masons  in  the  city  of  Ricinnond,  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  by  way  of  lottery ;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Carter  H.  nry  Harrison  presented  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  "to  amend  tlie  act,  lor  opening  ami  extending  the  navigation  of  Potomac  river;"  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  hills  "to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrcnts  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern 
Neck ;"  "for  cuttmg  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river,  in  the  Stale  of  North 
Carohna;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  the  board  ..f  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "  for  regulating  and 
fuing  the  salaries  o(  the  officers  of  civil  governmeul;"  "punishing  certain  oflences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with 
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certain  powers;"  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  mid  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  "  to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  '  for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the 
militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws  for 
regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections,  and  for  re-forming  the  county 
courts,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  26,  1785. 


A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  CouimonweaUh ;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Wednesday  next. 

A  bill,  "  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  on  the  land  of  John  Lynch,  in  the  county  of  Campbell;"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Thompson,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  William 
Anderson,  Cabell  and  Rose. 
On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco 
on  the  land  of  John  Lynch  in  the  county  of  Campbell,"  was  committed,  to  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  for  establishing 
an  inspection  of  tobacco  at  the  Point  of  Fork,  on  James  river. 

A  bill,  "to  authorise  the  Society  of  Free  Masons  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  to 'raise  a  sum  of  money  by  way  of 
lottery  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  land  of  William  Mercer,  in  the  county  of  Stafford ;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  the  act,  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  Potomac  river  ;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  resolution 
upon  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Augusta,  Botetourt  and  Rockbridge,  was  recommitted,  that 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  further  consideration,  and  had  come  to  several  reso- 
lutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said 
counties  of  Augusta,  Botetourt  and  Rockbridge,  as  prays  that  a  new  county  may  be  formed,  to  be  bounded  as  follow- 
eth:— beginning  at  the  top  of  the  North  mountain  on  the  line  which  divides  Rockingham  from  Augusta;  thence  along 
the  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of  the  South  Fork  of  the  Soutii  Branch,  from  the  North  river,  to  the  head  waters 
of  the  Cow  Pasture;  thence  along  the  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of  the  two  rivers  of  the  Calf  Pasture  on  the  west 
from  the  waters  of  the  middle  river  on  the  east,  until  where  the  said  rivers  intersect  the  line  of  Rockbridge  couutj' ; 
thence  with  that  line,  until  it  strikes  the  line  of  Botetourt  county;  thence  to  the  mouth  of  Cow  Pasture  river;  thence 
crossing  the  mountains  in  a  straight  line  to  the  lower  end  of  the  widow  M^inn's  plantation,  on  Jackson's  river ;  thence 
a  straight  line  to  the  head  of  Anthony's  creek;  thence  along  the  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of  Doughter's  creek 
and  Nap  creek,  from  the  waters  of  Beaver  Lick  creek;  thence  a  straight  line  crossing  Greenbrier  river,  to  the  mouth 
of  Sweago  creek;  thence  up  the  said  creek,  and  the  South  Fork  thereof  to  its  head;  thence  northeastward,  along 
the  top  of  the  Alleghany  mountain,  which  divides  the  waters  of  the  Elk,  Monongalia,  and  Cheat  rivers,  from  tiie 
w  aters  of  the  Greenbrier,  and  the  North  Fork  of  the  South  Branch,  until  it  strikes  the  Rockingham  line ;  thence  with 
the  said  line,  crossing  the  North  Fork,  South  Branch,  and  South  Fork  to  the  beginning,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the 
said  counties  as  prays,  that  part  of  the  said  county  of  Rockbridge  may  be  included  in  the  said  new  county,  be  re- 
jected. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  several  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  eome  to  several  re- 
solutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com,miUee,  That  the  petition  of  sundry  officers  of  the  State  line  and  State 
navy,  praying  that  warrants  may  issue  to  such  of  them  as  are  entitled  thereto,  for  a  commutation  of  five  years  lull  pay, 
in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  Executive  ought  to  be  directed  to  complete  the  discri- 
mination of  all  the  State  officers  required  by  the  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  an  act,  to  adjust  and  regulate  the  pay  and 
accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  continental  establishment;  and  also,  of  the  offirers,  sol- 
diers, sailors,  and  maruiers,  in  the  service  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  that  upon  the  coaipieuon  of 
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such  discrimination,  the  Executive  shall  direct  the  auditors  to  issue  certificates  for  five  years  full  pay,  in  lieu   of 
half  pay  for  life,  to  such  of  the  said  officers  as  may  by  law,  be  entitled  to  the  said  rewards. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  William  Steele,  praying  that  a  ferrj'  may 
be  established  from  his  land  in  the  county  of  Fayette  across  Kentucky  river,  to  the  opposite  shore,  in  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Anderson,  praying  that  a  ferry 
may  be  established  from  his  lands  in  the  county  of  Botetourt  across  James  river,  to  the  land  of  William  Crow,  on  the 
opposite  shore,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  William  Crow,  praying  that  a  ferry  may 
not  be  established  from  the  lands  of  Wilham  Anderson  across  James  river,  be  rejected. 

Tlie  1st  and  2d  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed 
to  by  the  House. 

The  3d  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  4th  and  5th  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  same  committee. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  3d  resolution ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Propositions 
and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

jMr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  iiad, 
according  to  order,  iiad  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read, 
and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Potomac 
Company,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass,  directing  that  the  cut  or  canal  at  the  great  and  little  falls  of  the  river  Poto- 
mac, if  carried  on  one  level  and  supplied  by  the  current  of  the  river,  shall  contain  only  two  feet  water,  instead  of  four 
leet,  as  directed  by  the  act  "  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  the  said  river,"  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  John  Campbell,  as  prays  that  one 
hundred  and  fifty  lots  of  land,  which  he  has  laid  off  with  convenient  streets  opposite  the  lower  falls  of  the  river  Ohio, 
may  be  established  a  town,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition  as  prays  that  a  ferry 
may  be  established  from  the  land  of  the  said  John  Campbell  across  the  river  Ohio  below  the  falls,  to  the  mouth  of  Sil- 
\'er  creek  and  Mill  run  on  the  opposite  shore,  is  reasonable. 

The  1  St  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  2d  and  3d  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
die  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  2d  and  3d  resolutions ;  and  that  the  committee  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee 
Jiad,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  two  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  re- 
solutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  read,  and  are  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  tobacco  at  John  Boiling's 
warehouse,  praying  that  their  salaries  may  be  increased,  is  reasonable;  and  that  they  be  allowed  in  future  the  sum  of 
70/.  eacli  annually,  in  lieu  of  their  former  salaries.  ' 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Simmons,  Arthur  Foster,  and  Benjamin 
Ruffin,  lute  commissioners  of  the  laud  tax  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  the  unequal  as- 
sessment of  their  lands,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  assessments  of  the  lands  of  the  said  petitioners  ought 
to  be  referred  to  the  court  of  the  said  county  of  Southampton,  for  their  reconsideration. 

The   Isi  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Tlie  '2(1  and  3d  resolutions  being  stverally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "for  es- 
tablishing an  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kinsale,  and  discontinuing  that  at  Rust's  warehouse,"  was  committed,  to  receive 
a  clause  or  cl.uises,  pursuant  to  the  1st  resoluiion. 

Mr.  Corbin  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
or(ler,  had  under  their  consideration  several  pelilions,  to  tiiem  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon, 
which  lie  read  in  his  place,  and  aficrwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Rock- 
bridge, piayiug  that  all  that  pari  of  tiie  county,  lying  between  the  Camp  mountain,  and  the  dividing  line  between  Rock- 
bridge aid  Hotftoiiil,  as  lalel\  extended,  may  be  annexed  to  and  made  part  of  the  county  of  Botetourt,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  tlie  county  of  Wash- 
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ington,  praying  that  the  said  county  may  be  divideJ,  by  a  line  to  be  run  alon;^  the  Clinch  raountan  to  the  Carolina 
line;  thence  with  the  said  line  to  the  Cumberland  mountain,  and  that  all  die  extent  of  country  between  the  Cum- 
berland mountain,  Clinch  mountain,  and  the  Montgomery  line,  may  be  formed  into  a  distinct  county,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  merchants,  traders  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Petersburg,  praying  that  the  several  laws  relating  to  the  inspection  of  tobacco  may  be 
amended,  and  that  the  act  of  limitations,  called  the  six  months  act,  may  be  repealed,  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of 
Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  1st  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Tyler  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs  in  this  Commonwealth, 
prescribing  their  duty,  and  ascertaining  their  fees;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Braxton  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Lancaster  and  Northumberland,  and  other  ad- 
jacent counties,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties 
of  Lancaster  and  Northumberland,  and  other  adjacent  counties,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscrihed,  as  prays  that 
a  town  may  be  established  in  the  fork  of  the  Eistern  and  Western  branch  of  Corotoman  river,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  thii  committee.  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  petition,  as  prays  that  the  act 
of  Assembly,  entitled  "  an  act  to  restrict  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth,"  may  be  amend- 
ed, is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to 
prepare  sundry  bills  "for  establishing  towns;"  to  receive  a  clause  or  clauses,  pursuant  to  the  1st  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  2d  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  for  Commerce 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Braxton  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  approve,  confirm  and 
ratify  the  compact  made  by  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  this  State,  to  regulate  and  settle  the  jurisdiction  and  navigation  of  Potomac  and  Poco- 
moke  rivers  and  that  part  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  which  lieth  within  the  territory  of  this  State;"  and  the  same  was  re- 
ceived and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  re-forming  the  county  courts;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cor- 
bin  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  when  the  House 
should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  to  ena- 
ble British  subjects  to  recover  their  debts  from  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft'  till  Monday  next. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents,  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern 
Neck ;"  "  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina;"  "to  amend  the  act,  for  establishing  a  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  regulating  and 
fixing  the  salaries  of  the  ofiicers  of  civil  government;"  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  "an  act,  for  the  better  regulating 
and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  for  amending  the  several  laws, 
'  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "  to  amend  and  reduce 
into  one  act,  the  several  laws  'for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insur- 
rections;" "  punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  Thai  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  27,  1785. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  Potomac  river;"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'for  opening  and  extending 
ihe  navigation  of  Potomac  river." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 


114 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  establishing  a  town  on  the  land  of  William  Mercer,  in  the  county  of  Stafford;"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  land  of  William 
Mercer,  in  the  county  of  Stafford." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  authorise  the  society  of  free  masons  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  by 
way  of  lottery ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  authorise  the  society  of  free  masons  in  the  city 
of  Richmond,  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  by  way  of  lottery." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "  to  approve,  ratify  and  confirm  the  compact  entered  into  between  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  and  the  commisioners  appointed  by  this  State,  respecting  the  jurisdiction  and  navi- 
gation of  the  rivers  Potomac  and  Pocomoke,  and  that  part  of  Chesapeake  Bay  which  lieth  within  this  State;"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Madison,  Tyler,  Zane,  Corbin,  Braxton  and  Simms. 

Mr.  Braxton  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  imposing  certain  rates 
and  duties  upon  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "  for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs  in  this  Commonwealth,  prescribing  their  duty,  and  ascertaining  their 
fees;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Braxton  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  preventing  frauds,  and 
regulating  abuses  in  collecting  the  revenues  arising  by  customs;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Braxton  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  the  encouraging  and 
increasing  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Corbin  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  according  to  order,  the  amendments  agreed  to  yes- 
terday, to  the  bill  "for  re-forming  the  county  courts;"  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  tiie  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  tl)e  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;"  also,  on  the  bills  "to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern 
Nerk;"  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  regu- 
lating and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  "punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Gover- 
nor with  certain  powers;"  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers' 
fees,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  "  to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  '  for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplin- 
ing the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several 
acts  of  Assembly  'for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  and 
"  for  forming  the  district  of  Kentucky  into  an  independent  State,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  28,  1785. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "for  re-forming  the  county  courts;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  bill  do  pass ;  and  tiiat  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  re-forming  the  county  courts." 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Corl)in  do  carry  tlie  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson: 

Mk.  bPEAKEU, — Tlie  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
tliey  are  signed  by  their  S()eakcr.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  bill,  "  for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  upon  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes  imported  into  this  Common- 
wealth, and  for  other  purposes ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  commuted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "for  the  encouraging  and  increasing  of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill,  "for  preventing  frauds  and  regulating  abuses  in  collecting  the  revenue  arising  by  customs;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  lo  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  tlie  question  being  put,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  exempt  the  counties  of 
Ohio,  Harrison  and  Monongalia,  from  the  payment  of  public  taxes,  for  a  limited  time ;" 

It  passed  in  tlie  Jiegative. 
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The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  enable  British  subjects  to  recover  their  debts  fron(i  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth ;"  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Corbin  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they 
had  directed  him  to  report  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  ri solve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Neck;' 
"for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;'' 
"to  amend  the  act,  for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  regulating  and  fixing  the 
salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  "punishing  certain  oflences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  pow- 
ers;" "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  "to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and 
guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws  for  regulating 
and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "  for  forming  the  district  of  Kentuckv 
into  an  independent  State ;"  and  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  oV 
this  Commonwealth,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  11  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  29,  178o. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  paying  a  sura  of  money  to  Reuben  Coutts ;  alsoJ^ 
to  the  bills  "  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  South  branch  of  Potomac  river ;"   "  to  authorise  the  administratoi^^ 
of  Alexander  Wodrow,  deceased,  to  convey  part  of  a  lot  of  land  to  Elizabeth  Eskridge  ;"  "for  establishing  a  town  in^ 
the  county  of  Lincoln,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  "  for  dividing 
the  county  of  Fayette,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  also  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  "for  establish- 
ing religious  freedom,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which  they  also  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House  ;  and  "  for  reviv- 
ing and  continuing  an  act,  'to  revive  and  amend  in  part  an  act,  '  for  giving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  for  set- 
tlement rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  several  amendments, 
to  which  they  also  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Simms  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  keeping  certain  roads  in  repair;"  and  the  same  was  re- 
ceived and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  memorials  of  John  Campbell,  John  Harvie  and  Charles  Simms,  to  them  referred,  and 
had  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deliver- 
ed in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  several  titles  derived  under  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  to  lands  formerly 
supposed  to  be  within  the  same,  but  since  found  to  fall  within  the  cession  made  by  this  State  to  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, have  been  questioned  in  the  courts  of  the  said  State,  merely  from  having  originated  under  the  laws  of  this  Com- 
monwealth ; 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  commUtee,  That  the  Executive  be  requested  to  inform  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  that  the  General  Assembly  are  desirous  to  appoint  three  commissioners, 
to  meet  three  others  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  said  State,  any  two  of  whom  from  each  side  to  confer  togeth- 
er, and  devise  and  report  a  plan  for  the  settlement  of  all  disputes  arising  on  the  titles  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  as  soon  as  the  Executive  shall  be  informed  that  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  have  acceded  to  the  proposal  aforesaid,  they  appoint  three  commissioners  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  said  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Charlotte  Dalton,  wife  of  Samuel  Dalton,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed 
upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  yur  coimnittee,  that  the  petitioner,  before  her  marriage,  was  entitled  to  the  moiety  of  a  tract  of 
land  ii:  the  county  of  Caroline,  of  which  her  husband  recovered  the  possession  by  a  suit  at  law ;  that  the  petitioner, 
witl.  Iier  husband,  being  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  derive  little  advantage  from  the  said  la;ii,  but 
as  die  same  adj  >ins  to  a  tract  belonging  to  a  certain  David  Chevis,  he  is  willing  to  purchase  the  same  and  give  the 
full  value  t!ipre(rir,  provided  he  can  obtain  a  legal  title  thereto. 

It  lurther  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  sundry  persons,  that  the  petitioner's  husband  has  for 
M  7 


116 

several  years  been  in  a  state  of  insanhy,  and  totally  incapable  of  attending  to  the  situation  of  his  affairs,  or  making 
any  pravisioii  for  the  support  of  his  family  ;  .  •         r   .         • .  «-.l     i         t»  . 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Charlotte  Dalton,  pray- 
ina:  that  her  moiety  of  the  said  land  may  be  vested  in  trustees,  who  may  be  authorised  to  convey  the  same  to  the  said 
David  Chevis  in  fee  simple,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  Thai  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same.  ■         ,     , 

Mr.  Page  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  James  River  Company,  to  them  referred, 
and  had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table, "wliere  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

'Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  James  River  Company,  setting  forth,  that  the  words  of  the  act  for  opening  the  navigation  of  the  said  river,  so 
far  as  they  respect  the  distance  to  which  the  same  is  to  be  extended,  are  vague  and  indefinite;  and  praying  that  the 
same  may  be  explained,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  pray  that  ihey 

mav  be  authorised  to  grant  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  upon  money  borrowed  by  them  for  the  said  ui.di  rtaknig; 

and  that  they  may  also  be  permitted  to  li^iit  the  depth  of  the  canals,  and  to  increase  the  number  of  shares,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  foi  Courts 

of  Justice,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Pace  reported,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  liad 
under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Samuel,  William  and  Claiborne  Du-Val,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed 
upnn  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Samuel  Du-Val,  deceased,  late  of  the  county  of  Henrico,  devised  to  the  peti- 
Utioners,  William  and  Claiborne  Du-Val,  one-fifth  part  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the  said  county,  containing  the  Deep 
rkun  coal-pits,  to  be  held  by  them  in  trust  for  the  petitioner  Samuel,  during  his  life,  and  after  his  death,  for  the  bene- 
"  tit  of  his  children. 

Ii  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  Philip  Du-Val,  that  the  whole  of  the  said  pits  rent- 
ed only  for  the  sum  of  IGOZ.  per  annum,  one-fifth  part  of  which  would  not  be  sufficient  to  support  the  family  of  the 
said  Samuel;  that  the  said  pits  being  about  eight  miles  from  James  river,  and  about  thirteen  from  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond, it  will  be  impossible  to  work  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Samuel,  without  a  large  sum  of  money;  that  the 
other  devisees  have  sold  their  shares,  of  the  said  pits  for  the  sum  of  2000/.  each,  which  they  are  of  opinion  is  a  much 
irreater  sura  than  could  be  procured  for  the  same  at  a  more  distant  period,  as  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  coals  has 
been  discovered  immediately  upon  the  banks  of  the  river,  wiiich  will  inevital)ly  lessen  the  value  of  those  at  a  distance 
from  it,  when  the  falls  shall  be  opened ;  that  it  w  as  always  the  intention  of  the  testator,  to  have  devised  the  said  share 
of  the  coal-pits  to  the  said  Samuel  in  fee  simple,  until  a  short  period  before  his  death,  when  he  was  induced  to  devise 
the  same  in  trust,  to  prevent  the  creditors  of  the  said  Samuel  from  wresting  from  his  family  all  means  of  support; 
that  the  friends  of  the  said  Samuel  have  paid  near  100,000  lbs.  of  tobacco  in  discharge  of  his  debts,  which  they  have 
given  up  to  him,  and  are  desirous  that  the  said  share  of  the  pits  may  be  sold,  and  the  money  vested  in  other  lands 
and  slaves,  to  be  held  agreeably  to  the  limitations  of  the  will,  the  profits  of  which  will  amply  support  his  family. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  tlie  petition  of  the  said  Samuel,  William  and  Claiborne 
Du-Val,  praying  that  the  one-fifth  part  of  the  Deep  Run  coal-pits,  devised  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  said  Samuel, 
may  be  sold,  is  reasonable. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  one  half  the  purchase  money  should  be  vested  in  other 
lands,  and  the  other  half  in  slaves,  to  be  held  by  the  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  said  Samuel  during  life,  and  his  chil- 
dren, after  his  death,  agreeably  to  the  limitations  in  the  will  of  the  testator. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  committee  for  Courts 
of  Justice,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Corbin  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  es- 
tablishing several  new  ferries ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
Mr.  Corbin  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "fi)r  es- 
tablishing a  town  on  the  lauds  of  James  Gordon,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster ;"   and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordeied  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr. Corbin  prcscuU'd,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  di- 
viding the  county  of  Washington;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time. 

Mr.  Corbin  presented,  from  the  connnittee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  ad- 
ding part  of  the  county  of  Rockbridge  to  the  county  of  Rotetourl;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Corbin  reported,  from  the  couuuiitee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  ''  for  establishing  au 
inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kinsale,  and  discontinuing  that  at  Rust's  wareliouse,"  was  committed,  Uiat  the  committee  had, 
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according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he 
read  in  liis  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clirk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  froai  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Cabell : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  authorise  the  society  of  free  masons  in  the  city  of  IT 
Richmond,  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  by  way  of  lottery."     And  then  he  withdrew.  f^ 

Mr.  Madison  reported,  from  ihe  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "  to  approve,  confirm  and  ratify  the  compact  made 
by  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  the  commissioners  appointed  by  this  State,  to  regulate 
and  settle  the  jurisdiction  and  navigation  of  Potomac  and  Pocomoke  rivers,  and  that  part  of  Chesapeake  bav  which 
lies  within  the  territory  of  this  State,"  n;is  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deli- 
vered in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bdl,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read'the  third  time. 

Tiie  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  reli"-ious  free- 
dom ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  is  as  followeth : 

Strike  out  the  whole  of  the  preamble  to  the  bill,  and  insert  "whereas,  religion,  or  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  God, 
and  the  manner  of  discharging  it,  can  be  diivctcd  only  by  reason  and  conviction,  not  by  force  and  violence ;  and 
therefore,  all  men  are  equally  entitled  to  the  free  exercise  of  religion,  according  to  the  dictates  of  conscience ;  and  that 
it  is  the  mutual  duty  of  all  to  practice  christian  forbearance,  love  and  charity,  towards  each  other." 

And  the  question  being  put,  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  amendment ; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ayes,     35.  Noes,     56. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  disagree  lo  the  said  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  acquaint  the  Senate  t'.ierewith. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Corbin,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Page; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  said  amendment,  be  inserted 
in  the  Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  John  Cropper,  Hugh  Rose,  Anthony  New,  John  Tyler, 
Henry  Southall,  David  Patteson,  Bernard  Markham,  Carter  Henry  Harrison,  Joseph  Jones,  Miles  King,  Worlich 
Westwood,  Alexander  White,  Thomas  Smith,  John  Page,  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  Parke  Goodall,  Garland  Ander- 
son, George  Jackson,  John  Prunty,  William  Thornton,  Carter  Braxton,  Benjamin  Temple,  James  Ball,  Francis 
Corbin,  William  Curtis,  Willis  Riddick,  Daniel  Sandford,  Abraham  Beachum,  John  Gordon,  Edward  Bland,  Wil-  ^ 
liamson  Ball,  Thomas  Ridley,  William  Garrard,  Richard  Cary  and  Richard  Lee.  f^ 

And  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Joshua  Fry,  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas,  Samuel  Sherwin, 
Samuel  Jordan  Cabell,  Zachariah  Johnston,  John  Trigg,  Robert  Clarke,  George  Hancock,  John  Clarke  of  Camp- 
bell, Charles  Moil  Talbot,  Samuel  Hawes,  French  Strother,  Henry  Fry,  William  Gatewood,  Meriwether  Smith, 
Charles  Simms,  David  Stuart,  William  Pickett,  Christopher  Greenup,  James  Garrard,  George  Thompson,  Elias  Wills, 
Charles  Mynn  Thruston,  Thomas  Underwood,  Jeremiah  Pate,  John  JMayo,  jun.  John  Rentfro,  John  Roberts,  Fran- 
cis Peyton,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  William  White,  Thomas  Johnson,  John  Edwards,  Benjamin  Logan,  Thomas  Pettus, 
D  ivid  Scott,  Williura  Pettijohn,  Robert  Sayres,  Daniel  Trigg,  David  Shepherd,  James  Madison,  Charles  Porter, 
William  Harrison,  Benjamin  Lankford,  William  Mayo,  Richard  Bibb,  Cuthbert  Bullitt,  Andrew  Moore,  John  Hop- 
kins, Gawin  Hamilton,  Isaac  Zane,  George  Stubblefield,  John  Whitaker  Willis,  Andrew  Kincannon,  William  Russell 
and  Thomas  Matthews. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutherford : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "to  empower  Robert  Mackey  and  John  Peyton,  to  build Jf 
upon  and  convey  certain  lots  in  the  common  annexed  to  the  town  of  Winchester;"  and  "for  the  restraint,  maiutenanctr^ 
and  cure  of  persons  not  sound  in  mind."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  one  from  the  Governor  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, anc  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  respecting  navigation  and  commerce ;  which  were  read,  and  order- 
ed to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  upon  the  bill  "  for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  upon 
goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  imported  into  this  Commonwealth." 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  th^  bill 
"to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws,  'for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding 
against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Braxton  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 


and  the 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Fayette  :"lf 
,he  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  "  " 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henrj'  Harrisojv  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county 
of  Lincoln;"  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  one  disagreed  to. 
Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Thompson  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  on  the 
land  of  John  Lynch,  in  the  county  of  Campbell,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered  That  leave  be  eiven  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  vest  so  much  of  the  real  estate  of  Robert  Scott  in  trustees, 
to  be  sold  for'tlie  payment  of  the  several  mortgages  thereon,  as  will  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose;  and  that  Mr.  Bul- 
litt do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same.  _  _ 

Ordered    That  Mr.  Page  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  until  Tuesday  se'nnight. 
On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered    That  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  whom  the  petition  of  the 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  near  Otter  Peaks  in  Bedford  county,  praying  for  an  incorporation  of  the  elders 
of  their  church,  was  referred,  be  discharged  therefrom ;  and  that  Messrs.  Braxton,  Goodall,  Corbin,  Tyler,  John  Trigg, 
Robert  Clarke,  and  Turberville,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills,  pursuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition. 
On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  "  to 
revive  and  explain  so  much  of  a  former  act  of  Assembly,  as  imposed  a  tax  upon  private  acts;"  passed  the  Legislature. 
On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be  appointed  to  examine  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Public 
Foundry,  at  Westham  ;  and  that  they  report  the  state  thereof  to  the  House;  and  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs. 
Richard  Lee,  Brent  and  Turberville. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  "for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal church ;"  and  that  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Meriwether  Smith,  Alexander  White,  Zachariah  Johnston,  Corbin,  Bra.\ton, 
and  Thomas  Smith,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Vanmiter  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  lots  in  the  town  of 
Moorefield,  to  build  thereon  ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey: 

Mr.    Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "for  the   sale  of  certain  lands;"  with   several   amend- 
ments, to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  and  "to  provide  for  the  poor  ofthe  several  counties  with- 
I  in  this  Commonwealth."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents,  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Neck 
to  the  proprietor;"  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina;"  "to  amend  the  act,  'for  establishing  a  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  regu- 
lating and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government,  punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governor 
with  certain  powers;"  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  "to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  'for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the 
militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "for  forming  the  district  of  Kentucky  into  an  indepen- 
dent State;"  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth;" 
"for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  "for  the  encoiu'aging  and  increase  of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  pre- 
venting frauds,  and  regulating  abuses,  in  collecting  the  revenues  arising  by  customs;"  and  "for  appointing  officers  of 
"le  customs  in  this  Commonwealth,  prescribing  their  duty,  and  ascertaining  their  fees,"  being  read; 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  to-morrow. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  H  o'clock. 


It' 
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An  engrossed  bill,  "for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kinsale,  and  discontinuing  that  at  Rust's  ware- 
house;" was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kin- 
sale,  and  disconliiniing  that  at  Rust's  warehouse,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  TliatVlr.  Clorbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  (•n£rros>c(i  bill,  "  lo  approve,  confirm,  and  ratify  the  compact  made  by  the  co mni^sioners  appointed  by  the  Ge- 
J^erai  Assemblj^  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  the  commissioners  appointed  by  this  Slate  to  regulate  and  settle  the 
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jurisdiction  and  navigation  of  Potomac  and  Pocoraoke  rivers,  and  that  part  of  Chesapeake  bay  which  lieth  within  tht 
territory  of  this  Statfi;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  approve,  confirm,  and  ratify  the  compact  made 
by  certain  commissioners  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  commissioners  appointed 
by  this  Commonwealth." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  on  the  lands  of  John  Lynch,  in  the  county  of  Camp- 
bell;" was  read  tiie  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,   That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  establishing  certain  inspections  of  tobacco."     * 

Ordered,   That   Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  establish  a  town  on  the  lands  of  James  Gordon  in  the  county  of  Lancaster;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "for  establishing  several  ferries;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  bill  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Washington;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
Messrs.  Russell,  Kincannon,  Sayres,  Trigg,  Bibb  and  Strother. 

A  bill,  "for  adding  part  of  the  county  of  Rockbridge  to  the  county  of  Botetourt;"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  lots  in  the  town  of  Moorefield,  to  build  thereon ;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  bi  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "(or  keeping  nriain  roads  n\  repair;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the 
committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  "  for  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands  -.'"l^ 
and  the  same  being  read,  wt-ru  agreed  to.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  'i'liomson  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  poor  of  the  seve- 
ral counties  within  this  Commonwealth ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
•'to  amend  the  act,  for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
JMr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Corbin  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the 
said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which 
they  had  directed  him  to  report  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Eggleston  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  progress  made  in  settling  the  accounts 
of  this  Commonwealth  against  the  United  States,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  made  inquiry  into  the 
same,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
as  followeth :  -^ 

Your  committee  find,  that  progress  has  been  made  in  examining  the  said  accounts,  from  the  13th  of  September 
1775,  to  the  31st  of  December  1781 ;  but  in  such  examination,  no  decisions  have  been  made  by  the  continental  com- 
missioner, except  upon  some  charges  of  paper  money  advanced  to  continental  officers.  Your  committee,  upon  inqui- 
ry into  the  reasons  why  the  continental  commissioner  has  decided  upOn  no  charges,  except  those  mentioned  above,  are 
informed  by  him,  that  he  conceives  the  remainder  of  tlie  accounts  are  unsupported  by  the  general  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress, which  govern  his  conduct,  and  therefore,  that  he  can  do  no  more  than  report  the  several  charges,  and  leave  them 
to  be  decided  upon  by  Congress. 

Your  committee  knowing  that  representations  have  often  been  made  to  Congress,  of  the  peculiar  defect  of  vouch- 
ers to  support  the  accounts  of  this  Slate,  in  strict  conformity  to  the  general  resolutions,  (those  resolutions  requiring  an 
immediate  order  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  or  the  order  of  some  officer  acting  under  their  immedi- 
ate authority,  for  the  establishment  of  every  charge,)  and  knowing  also  that  a  resolution  did  pass  that  honorable  body, 
dated  the  3d  day  of  June  1784,  subsequent  to  some  of  the  representations  above  mentioned,  which  appears  to  3'our 
committee,  calculated  to  remove  such  impediments  as  the  Virginia  accounts  are  under,  they  could  not  but  be  of  opinion 
that  those  representations  had  some  weight  with  Congress  in  its  passage:  They  were  therefore  naturally  led  to  in- 
quire of  the  commissioner,  why  he  did  not  exercise  the  powers  they  conceived  were  there  given;  to  which  his  answer 
is,  that  by  that  resolution,  he  is  directed  to  swear  the  claimant  or  claimants  in  case  of  delect  of  vouchers,  or  to  take 
other  evidence,  the  best  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit;  and  as  he  cannot  administer  an  oath  to  the  Commonwealth, 
the  resolution  can  only  be  meant  by  Congress  for  the  benefit  of  individuals:  He  further  says,  he  has  frequently  writ- 
ten to  those  under  whom  he  acts,  for  more  full  information  upon  the  subject,  but  has  not  been  answered  except  in  gene- 
ral terms,  to  be  governed  by  the  existing  resolutions  of  Congress. 

Your  committee  cannot  with  propriety,  undertake  to  censure  the  construction  placed  upon  this  resolution  by  the 
continental  commissioner,  as  he  can  only  be  accountable  to  Congress  for  his  opinions  or  conduct;  nor  will  they  under- 
take to  decide  positively,  that  Congress  meant  it  to  extend  to  the  accounts  of  the  several  States  where  vonciiers  were 
N  7 
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defective ;  but  they  conceive  it  fully  practicable,  within  the  common  purpose  of  oaths,  for  the  Commonwealth  to  obtain 
such  a  sanction  to  her  accounts  by  an  agent,  if  he  can  swear  positively ;  and  if  not,  no  difficulty  could  arise  in  ad- 
ministering  oaths  to  those  who  can  give  the  best  evidence  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  unless  some  liberal  plan  is  adopted  for  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of 
this  State  a^-ainst  the  United  States,  a  very  small  proportion  indeed  of  her  just  demands  can  be  established,  and  that 
the  continental  commissioner  might  as  well  be  recalled  as  continued. 

Your  committee  are  further  of  opinion,  that  as  the  wise  and  just  intention  of  Congress  must  be  to  apportion  the 
burthens  of  the  late  revolution  upon  all  the  parts  sharing  the  benefits  of  it,  there  must  be  provision  made  for  the  ad- 
•  iustment  of  such  of  their  accounts  as  arise  for  services  rendered  under  extraordinary  circumstances,  and  are  unauthen- 
\icalcd  by  the  general  resolutions.  The  formality  of  claims  may  depend  on  those  resolutions,  but  the  justice  of  them 
.iViust  depend  on  the  service  rendered;  and  if  it  is  found  that  resolutions,  formed  with  views  to  regularity  of  proceed- 
ings, as  in  ordinary  business,  do  not  now  apply  to  claims  created  in  the  sudden  and  irregular  demands  of  the  service; 
or'^in  cases  where  an  attention  to  those  resolutions  would  have  disappointed  the  very  end  for  w  hich  such  expenditures 
were  to  be  made,  such  resolutions  are,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  defective,  not  the  claims;  and  it  behoove? 
Congress  to  adopt  some  measure  which  may  efiectually  provide  for  their  adjustment. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  upon  considering  the  very  great  variety  of  circumstances  under  which  the  claim; 
of  the  dilVerenl  States  have  been  created,  that  no  defined  powers  to  commissioners  can  be  so  concerted  as  to  be  ade- 
quate to  the  purpose,  and  that  it  will  be  best  to  establish  a  grand  court  of  equity,  composed  of  a  member  from  each 
State,  to  be  elected  by  Congress,  to  whose  absolute  decision  all  such  claims  shall  be  referred,  to  be  decided  upon  ac- 
cordin"-  to  the  right  and  equity  of  each  case,  as  well  with  respect  to  fact  as  evidence,  without  regard  to  any  law  or 
resolution  of  Congress  whatsoever. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  accounts  of  Virginia  are  thus  defective,  not  less  from  the  con- 
^duct  or  neglect  of  Congress,  than  the  exigencies  of  the  service;  for,  as  far  as  your  committee  can  learn,  it  was  cus- 
tomary during  the  war,  for  an  officer  of  rank,  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  to  be  placed  in  each  State,  to  concert 
with  such  State  any  measures  which  might  become  necessary,  and  thereby  a  sanction,  agreeably  to  the  general  plan  of 
Congress,  was  obtained  to  every  act;  from  some  cause,  with  which  your  committee  are  unacquainted,  this  was  not  the 
case  in  Virginia :  She  was  left  to  direct  (under  many  exhortations  of  Congress,  to  the  most  eflectual  eflbrts,  for  the  com- 
mon benefit,  as  well  as  her  own  particular  defence)  such  measures  as  she  might  think  eligible;  and  being  too  remote 
t'rom  Congress  and  the  commander  in  chief,  to  obtain  the  orders  of  either  upon  every  particular  occasion,  her  accounts 
must  necessarily  be  unsupported  by  the  general  resolutions,  unless  indeed  she  had  preferred  the  formality  of  her 
claims  to  that  despatch,  which  in  all  such  cases,  is  necessary  to  success:  She  in  every  case  preferred  the  latter;  and 
this  adds,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  to  the  great  justice  of  her  claims,  great  merit  also. 

Your  committee  conceive  it  their  duty  to  include  in  this  report  a  few  remarks  upon  a  circumstance  attending  the 
claims  of  this  State,  considering  it  in  the  light  of  an  aggregate  of  the  individuals  composing  it,  which  operates  greatly 
to  the  injury  of  this  Commonwealth,  inasmuch  as  it  renders  the  receipt  of  facilities  in  taxes,  an  oppression  which,  to 
otiier  States,  is  a  great  relief.  Before  the  arrival  of  the  continental  commissioners  for  Virginia,  which  did  not  happen 
until  towards  tiie  latter  end  of  178o,  the  citizens  having  become  somewhat  uneasy  about  their  claims  against  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  the  General  Assembly  conceiving  that  a  measure  for  adjusting  and  taking  up  such  claims  by  means  of 
the  State,  and  giving  out  audit^  warrants  for  the  same,  might  be  of  service  to  both  the  claimants  and  the  United 
States,  accordingly  passed  an  act  for  that  purpose;  but  it  seems  not  to  have  occurred  to  the  Legislature  that  those 
claims  were  entitled  to  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  which,  had  they  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  people 
to  be  settled  by  the  continental  commissioner,  must  have  been  allowed;  in  this  case,  the  citizens  of  this  Slate  would, 
like  those  of  others,  now  have  been  possessed  of  funds  in  those  facilities  for  paying  the  in|teiest  of  the  domestic  debt, 
as  far,  perhaps,  as  their  proportion  amounts  to ;  but  as  the  matter  now  stands,  they  are  called  upon  to  pay  the  interest 
of  this  debt  to  others,  whilst  they  have  in  their  pockets  audited  claims  against  the  public,  bearing  no  such  interest, 
which  were  originally  contracted  for  the  same  purposes,  and  upon  the  same  terms ;  and  they  are  compelled  to  pay  in 
cash,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  others,  that  which  ought  to  be  paid  in  paper  for  their  own  use  and  benefit. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  this  transaction  of  the  Legislature  cannot  have  altered  the  nature  of  the 
claims;  it  does  not  in  its  consequences  load  the  United  States  with  more  interest  than  they  were  bound  to  pay,  nor  can 
so  innocent  an  act  of  the  State  cut  ofl'  from  its  citizens  an  advantage  declared  by  Congress  to  be  due,  of  common 
right,  to  all  their  creditors  :  For  these  reasons,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  State  ought  to  be  considered 
by  Congress  as  standing  in  the  place  of  the  original  claimants,  widi  respect  to  those  claims,  and  that  all  the  interest 
which  could  have  been  obtained  by  such  claimants,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  her  for  their  use. 

Your  commiitee  having  agreed  to  the  foregoing  report,  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
the  following  resolutions: 

llcsulved.  That  the  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Congress,  ought  to  be  instructed  to  be  incessant  in  their 
endeavors  to  induce  Congress  to  establish  a  grand  court  of  equity  to  be  conposed  of  a  member  from  each  State,  and 
elected  by  Congress,  to  whom  all  the  claims  of  the  dilierent  Stales  against  the  United  States,  which  are  unsupported 
by  legal  vouchers,  shall  be  referred,  to  be  decided  upon  according  to  the  equity  of  each  case,  without  regard  to  any 
law  or  resolution  of  Congress  whatsoever;  or  to  adopt  some  other  measure  which  may  efiectually  and  speedily  provide 
for  the  adjustment  of  claims  under  such  predicaments. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  where  any  State  hath  taken  up  from  the  hands  of  its  citizens  claims  against  the  United 
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States,  sucli  State  ought  to  be  considered  as  standing  in  the  places  of  the  original  clailna^l^,  and  ouglit  to  be  allowed, 
for  their  use,  all  the  interest  which  would  have  been  allowed  upon  such  claims  if  they  had  been  adjusted  by  a  commis- 
sioner of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  delegates  representing  this  State  in  Congress,  ought  to  be  instructed  to  in- 
sist upon  such  allowance  being  made. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Eggleston  do  carry  the  said  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Garland  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  immediately  to  pay  out  of  the  oontingent  fund,  to  the  honorable  Wil-^^ 
Ham  Grayson,  Esq.  the  sum  of  114L  9rf.,  for  making  good  the  engagements  by  him  entered  into  for  defraying  the  x§ 
funeral  expenses  of  the  late  honorable  Samuel  Hardy,  Esq.  whose  faithful  and  important  services  demand  this  token 
of  his  country's  gratitude. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution :. 

Whereas,  Archibald  Steel,  a  deputy  quarter-master  general  in  the  continental  service,  made  many  purchases  of 
the  good  citizens  of  this  State,  for  which  he  gave  bills  expressing  the  sums  due,  but  in  many  instances  omitted  to  in- 
sert the  articles  for  which  they  became  due,  and  the  commissioner  of  Congress  conceives  himself  authorised  to  liquidate 
such  only  of  those  bills  as  contain  a  particular  account  of  the  articles  furnished:  And  whereas,  the  time  limited  for  ^ 
bringing  in  such  accounts,  has  not  been  generally  published  in  that  part  of  the  State  where  the  said  Steel's  purchas-  ^ 
es  were  made,  and  will  expire  the  1st  day  of  March  next,  by  which  many  individuals  may  be  precluded  from  theiW^ 
just  claims  ; 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  to  move  Congress  to  au- 
thorise their  commissioner  to  liquidate  all  such  bills  as  shall  be  proved  to  him  to  be  just,  notwithstanding  the  articles 
for  which  the  same  became  due  are  omitted ;  and  that  the  time  for  bringing  in  such  accounts  may  be  prolonged. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Com- 
monwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Neck;" 
"  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  ;" 
"for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  "punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting 
the  Governor  with  certain  powers ;"  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  cer- 
tain officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  'for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating 
and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act, 
the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "for 
forming  the  district  of  Kentucky  into  an  independent  State;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts  declaring  who  shall  be 
deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth;"  "for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs  in  this  Commonwealth,  prescribing 
their  duty  and  ascertaining  their  fees:"  "for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  upon  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes 
imported  into  this  Commonweiilth,  and  for  other  puposes;"  "for  the  encouraging  and  increase  of  shipping  and  navi- 
gation, and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "  for  preventing  frauds  and  regulating  abuses  in  collecting  the  revenues  arising 
by  customs,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow.  i 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  31,   1785. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  adding  a  part  of  the  county  of  Rockbridge  to  the  county  of  Botetourt;"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  adding  part  of  the  county  of  Rockbridge  to 
the  county  of  Botetourt." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  lots  in  the  town  of  Moorefield,  to  build  thereon;" 
was  read  the  third  lime,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  lots  in 
the  town  of  Moorefield,  to  build  thereon." 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Vanmiter  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  establish  a  town  on  the  lands  of  James  Gordon,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster;"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bdl  do  pass  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  establish  a  town  on  the  lands  of  James 
Gordon  in  (he  county  of  Lanr^'ster." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
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Mr.  Corbin  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "  for  ascertaining 
ihe  boundary  between  ihe  comities  of  Hanover  and  Henrico,"  was  commiKed,  that  the  committee  had,  accordini^  to 
order  had  the  said  bdl  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  whicl)  he  read  m  his 
place,'  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown: 

^^        Mif.  Speaker, The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  for  discharging  the  funeral  expenses  of  the  honorable 

i^amuel  Hardy,  deceased.     And  thfn  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  tlie  bill  "  for  reviving  and  continuing  an  act, 
'to  revive  and  amend  in  part  an  act,  '  for  giving  further  time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating 
warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Thomson  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  an  act, 
entitled  '  an  act,  for  clearing  and  iaiproving  the  navigation  of  James  river;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  fr(jm  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Rutlierford: 

XMr.  Speakeu, — Tiie  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  William  Mercer, 
-in  the  county  of  Stali'ord ;"  also,  to  the  resolution,  respecting  the  certificates  granted  by  Archibald  Steel,  a  continen- 
lA^l  iiuaitfr-master.      x\nd  tlien  lie  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Leighton  Wood,  jun.  respecting  his  official  conduct  as  solicitor 
general;  which  was  read. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections ;  that  they  do  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Corbin  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "  for  establishing  se- 
veral new  ferries,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  considera- 
tion, and  had  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  the  petition  of  William  Evans,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a 
resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  a  negro  man  slave,  named  Sancho,  the  property  of  the  petitioner,  was  in  the 
year  1781,  detected  in  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  and  acting  as  a  pilot  to  them;  that  for  the  said  oifence  he  was 
tried  by  a  court  martial,  condemned  and  executed;  previous  to  which,  he  was  valued  to  SO/,  specie. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  when  the  said  slave  was  taken,  he  was  a  runaway,  and  a  fellow  of  very 
bad  character. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  William  Evans,  praying  that  the 
auditors  of  public  accounts  may  be  empowered  to  grant  him  a  warrant  for  the  valuation  of  his  said  slave  Sanciio,  and 
that  the  same  may  be  paid  to  him  by  the  public,  be  rejected. 

IMr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
tlieir  consideration  the  petitions  of  Henry  Mann  and  William  Rose,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report, 
and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followetli  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  tliat  the  petitioners  were  in  the  year  1777,  appointed  assistant  quarter-masters  at  the 
garrisons  of  Williamsburg  and  Hampton,  under  Col.  Finnie,  formerly  quarter-master  general  of  tlie  State,  and  acted 
under  ilieir  said  appointments  till  the  beginning  ol  the  year  1780,  and  received  in  paper  money,  the  pay  allowed  thera 
for  their  services. 

It  (unhcr  appears  to  your  committee,  tiiat  the  petitioners  conceiving  themselves  entitled  to  depreciation  upon  their 
pay,  applied  to  the  auditors  for  a  setlleiiieiit  of  their  accounts,  and  were  refused;  because  the  commissioners  did  not 
think  they  were  entitled  to  depreciation  under  the  laws  granting  depreciation  to  the  ofliccrs  and  soldiers  of  this 
State. 

Jii'sulocd,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  cominiitce,  That  the  petitions  of  the  said  Henry  Mann  and  William  Rose, 
be  rejected. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  connnittec  of  Claims,  to  whom  the  resolution  upon  the  petition  of  William 
Johnston,  was  recommitted,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  ?>.iin\n  had  the  same  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  reail  ni  his  place,  and  iifiirwartis  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  folloHcth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  William  Johnston,  setting  forth,  that 
under  the  act  of  Assembly,  "for  supplying  the  army  with  clothes,  provisions  and  w;i(i;ons,  he  did  in  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary 1781,  furnish  the  county  of  Hampshire  with  a  wagon  and  team,  which  was  valued  to  160/.  specie;"  that  the  said 


128 

s  pecie  valuation  was  by  the  said  court  levied  for  him  in  paper  money,  a  small  part  of  whicii  was  collected  and  paid  to 
the  petitioner,  but  an  insurrection  happening'  in  part  of  the  said  county,  prevented  a  farther  collection  thereof,  until  it 
ha.l  so  depreciated  as  to  induce  the  petitioner  to  refuse  the  balance  of  the  said  paper  money,  when  tendered  to  liim  as 
a  payment  for  his  said  wagon  and  team,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable;  and  the  court  of  the  said  county  of  Hamp- 
shire, ought  to  examine  the  petitioner's  claim,  and  levy  in  his  favor  such  a  farther  sum  of  money,  as  he  shall  appear 
to  be  entitled  to,  upon  such  investigation. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  committee  of  Claims 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Rlr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  the  resolution  upon  the  petition  of  Thomaj 
Gist,  was  recommitted,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  a^ain  had  ihe  same  under  their  consideration,  and 
had  agreed  to  a  report,  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Col.  Benjamin  Temple,  that  the  petitioner  was,  in  the  year 
1758,  a  lieutenant  in  the  1st  Virginia  regiment,  and  at  the  defeat  of  Major  Grant,  received  a  wound,  and  was  made  a 
prisoner  by  the  Indians,  which  induced  the  General  Assembly,  to  allow  him  an  annuity  of  40/.  per  annum  for  life. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Dorsey  Pentecost,  that  he  has  been  acquainted 
with  the  petitioner  upwards  of  1 5  j'ears,  during  which  acquaintance,  he  has  uniformly  supported  a  good  character,  and 
that  during  the  late  war,  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  also  of  this  State. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  from  the  extent  of  the  late  boundary  line  bet,ween  the  State  of  Peim- 
sylvania  and  this  State,  that  the  petitioner  is  included  in  the  boundary  of  the  former,  and  is  an  inhabitant  thereof. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the.  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  said  Thomas  Gist,  as  prays 
that  he  may  be  continued  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  and  his  said  annuity  of  40/.  per  annum,  allowed  to  him  during  life, 
be  rejected.  '  .  _^ 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  pray  for  payment  a 
of  arrearages  of  pension,  be  rejected.  f^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  resolution  which  lay  on  the  table,  respecting  Loan  Office  certificates ;  and  the 
same  being  read,  is  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  register  all  certificates  grant- 
ed for  monies  loaned  this  State,  and  reduce  the  same  to  specie  valuation,  and  issue  warrants  for  interest  which  may  be 
due  thereon ;  which  warrants  shall  be  receivable  for  taxes  in  the  same  manner  as  those  heretofore  issued  on  certificates 
registered  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  May  last. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bibb  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  it  is  just  and  expedient  that  all  debts  due  to  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  upon  liquidated  ac- 
counts of  agents  or  persons  authorised  to  contract  debts  payable  in  tobacco,  or  for  any  other  just  demand,  and  which 
have  not  heretofore  been  provided  for  by  any  of  the  revenue  laws,  either  in  part  or  the  whole  ; 

Resolved,  That  all  such  accounts  shall  be  adjusted  by  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  and  an  interest  allowed  on 
all  such  debts  from  the  time  of  their  becoming  due.  The  tobacco  claims  to  be  brought  into  money  by  the  said  au- 
ditors at  a  fair  valuation,  allowing  an  interest  upon  them.  All  interest  so  arising,  certificates  shall  be  granted  for  by 
the  said  auditors,  which  shall  be  receivable  in  all  taxes  by  any  sherifl'or  collector,  and  be  so  admitted  by  the  treasurer 
for  the  time  being. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  fiioj^  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  John  Ball,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  several 
resolutions  thereupon,  wlik^he  .read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  read,  and  agreedHo  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  protest  of  William  Lavis,  master,  and  Matthew  Cooke,  mate,  of  the  ship 
Renown;  that  the  petitioner  was  on  the  4th  day  of  March  1781,  owner  of  the  said  ship  Renown;  that  the  said  ship 
was  then  in  port  in  James  river,  loaded  with  183  hogsheads  of  crop  tobacco,  from  the  warehouses  of  Shockoe's  and 
Byrd's,  mounting20guns,  provided  with  a'considerable  quantity  of  goods,  muskets,  am  munition  and  stores,  and  equip- 
ped ready  for  sea,  having  received  her  letters  and  orders  for  sailing;  tiiat  on  the  said  4th  day  of  March  1781,  Tho- 
mas Jefferson,  Esq.  then  Governor,  meditating  a  descent  upon  the  British  garrison  at  Portsmouth,  in  conjunction 
with  a  French  squadron  then  daily  expected  within  the  capes,  took  the  said  ship  into  the  service  of  the  State,  whicli 
together  with  her  loading,  were  considered  at  the  risk  of  the  State,  and  promised  that  a  reasonable  hire  should  be  paid 
for  the  use  of  the  said  vessel  and  her  crew  ;  that  the  said  ship  was  employed  in  public  service  for  the  space  of  twenty- 
six  days,  and  was  then  discharged,  during  which  time  she  might  probably  have  got  out  safe  to  sea,  and  have  reached 
her  destined  port,  but  for  tlie  detention  aforesaid,  as  two  or  three  vessels  actually  did  pass  the  enemy's  ships  in  James 
river  and  got  safe  out;  that  a  large  British  fleet  shortly  afterwards  arrived,  and  proceeded  up  the  river,  together  with 
detachments  of  troops,  and  captured  the  said  ship  Renown  with  her  cargo  aforesaid. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Miles  King,  Esq.  that  soon  after  the  said  descent 
upon  the  British  garrison  at  Portsmouth  was  meditated,  a  French  squadron  arrived  in  James  river;  that  he  went  on 
O  7 
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board  the  said  squadron  and  carried  with  him  several  pilots,  who  upon  a  consultation,  suggested  much  danger  in  get- 
ting the  said  squadron  up  Ehzabeth  river;  that  this  difficulty,  together  with  an  apprehension  of  the  arrival  of  a  su- 
perior British  fleet,  induced  the  commodore  of  the  said  squadron  to  decline  the  said  attack  upon  Portsmouth,  and 
that  his  stay  in  James  river  was  only  about  four  days ;  that  during  the  said  space  of  four  days,  the  informant  con- 
ceives it  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  master  of  the  said  ship  Renown,  to  have  received  information  of  the  bay 
and  river  being  clear  of  British  ships,  and  to  have  fallen  down  the  river  and  got  out  to  sea,  and  that  to  get  out  at 
any  other  lime  was  from  the  general  situation  of  the  enemy's  ships,  and  the  burthen  of  the  said  ship  Renown,  equally 
as  impracticable. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  said  informant,  that  a  great  number  of  vessels  were  taken  by  the 
enemy  in  attempting  to  get  out  to  sea  about  that  time ;  but  that  two  or  three  small  vessels  which  drew  little  water, 
did  pass  the  enemy's  ships  and  got  safe  out,  one  of  which  (a  small  brig  called  the  Polly  Holker)  as  the  informant 
heard,  having  previously  obtained  a  British  passport. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Richard  Gary,  jun.  Esq.  that  from  the  situation 
of  the  enemy's  ships  of  war  in  James  river,  about  the  time  that  the  said  ship  Renown  is  said  to  have  been  ready  to  sail, 
that  if  the  attempt  had  been  made,  she  must  have  failed  and  been  captured. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  many  claims  similar  to  the  petitioner's,  have  been  rejected; 

Wkerenpon,  resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Ball, 
as  prays  that  the  value  of  the  said  ship  Renown,  together  with  her  cargo,  may  be  paid  to  him  by  the  public,  in  con- 
sequence of  her  capture  happening  from  her  being  taken  into  the  service  of  this  State,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  petition,  as  pray  that  the  said 
petitioner  may  receive  payment  for  the  hire  of  the  said  ship,  during  the  time  that  she  was  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  State,  being  twenty-six  days,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  last  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Du-Val : 

XMr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning  entries  and 
surveys  on  the  western  waters,  and  for  other  purposes."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Robert  Patterson,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come 
to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  from  the  particular  situation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Kentucky  country,  owing 
to  the  depredations  of  the  Indians  in  the  year  1781,  the  petitioner  (from  the  absence  of  tlie  county  lieutenant  of  Fay- 
ette) was  induced  for  the  common  safety  of  the  people,  to  engage  and  keep  out  spies  on  the  frontiers ;  that  he  ac- 
cordingly employed  four  persons  in  that  service,  who  refusing  to  trust  the  public,  the  petitioner  gave  them  severally 
his  own  note  of  hand  for  payment  of  their  wages:  upon  two  of  which,  suits  have  been  brought  and  judgment  ob- 
tained thereupon,  which  he  has  been  obliged  to  discharge,  with  the  costs:  and  to  prevent  suits  being  instituted  upon 
the  other  two  notes,  he  has  also  discharged  them;  that  upon  application  to  the  auditors,  they  have  refused  to  reim- 
burse him  the  said  several  sums  of  money,  which  he  has  advanced  and  p  aid  on  public  account. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Robert  Patterson,  praying  relief, 
is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  auditors  ougiit  to  issue  warrants  in  favor  of  the  petitioner  for  the  pay  of  the  said  spies  as 
allowed  by  law,  during  the  time  they  were  in  service,  and  also  for  all  the  costs  of  the  said  suits. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Richard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration,  the  petition  of  Thomas  Dawson,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come 
to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  kt  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  during  the  late  war  the  petitioner  entered  into  the  navy  of  this  Stale,  and  ser- 
ved as  a  midshipman;  that  during  tlie  invasion  of  the  year  1781,  he  was  employed  to  carry  some  public  dispatches, 
and  wliilst  in  that  service  was  taken  by  a  party  of  the  enemy,  and  was  very  dangerously  wounded. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  death  of  the  petitioner's  commanding  officer,  has  prevented  liim 
from  obtaining  his  discharge  from  the  service,  without  which,  he  cannot  get  his  account  for  his  depreciation  of  pay 
settled  and  allowed  to  him. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Thomas  Dawson,  praying  that 
the  auditors  of  public  accounts  may  be  empowered  to  liquidate  and  settle  his  accounts  for  his  depreciation  of  pay  and 
subsistence  din-ing  the  time  that  he  was  considered  as  a  midshipman  in  tiie  navy  of  this  Slate,  and  grant  him  certifi- 
cates agreeably  thereto,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  cnrry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  connniltee  of  the  wnole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonweahh ;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  decide  the  payment  of  quilrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern 
Neck ;"  "  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina;"  "for  regidalintj  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government:"  "punishing  certain  oflences, 
and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  col- 
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lectinc;  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  'for  amending  the  several  laws  for 
regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "for  forming  the  district 
of  Kentucky  into  an  independent  State;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  declaring  who  shall  be  citizens  of  this  Com- 
monwealth;" "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws,  'for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and 
guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs  in  this  Commonwealth,  pre- 
scribing their  duty  and  ascertaining  their  fees;"  "  for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  upon  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
ciiandizes  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  the  encouraging  and  increase  of  shipping 
and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  and  "for  preventing  frauds  and  regulating  abuses  in  collecting  the  revenue^ 
arising  by  customs,"  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl'  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  January  2,   1780. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nelson  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session.  ^ 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  ascertaining  the  boundary  line  between  the  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico ;"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  ascertaining  the  boundary  line  between  the 
counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  establishing  several  ferries;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up." 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  establishing  several  new  ferries." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  declaring  and  improving  the  navigation  of  James  river;"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Clendennin,  Hancock,  Nicholas,  Thomson,  and  Cabell.  ' 

Mr.  Corbin  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "appro- 
priating certain  arrears  of  public  taxes  to  the  opening  a  wagon  road  from  the  eastern  to  the  western  waters;"  and 
the  same  was  received  and  read  the  fitst  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Corbin  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  form-  , 
ing  a  new  county  out  of  the  counties  of  Augusta  and  Botetourt;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Corbin  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "concerning  refus- 
ed tobacco,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  liad,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  read  ; 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws,  '  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding 
against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Pren- 
tis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made 
a  farther  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  said 
bill. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  give  further  powers  to  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York;" 
and  that  Messrs.  Prentis  and  Matthews,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  Thai  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the 
several  acts  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue,  into  one  act;"  and  that  Messrs.  Carrington,  Tyler,  Thruston  and 
Cropper,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey:  _ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  safekeeping  the  land  papers  of  the  Northern  Neck  mjr 
the  register's  office;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  Potomac  river."  And'' 
then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Russell  reported,  from  the  committiee  to  whom  the  bill  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Washington,"  was  com- 
mitted, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  no 
amendments  thereto. 

Ordered,    That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Corbin  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
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tied  •  an  act,  to  restrict  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth  j."  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Bradford  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  add  that  part  of  the  county  of  Yohogania,  situate  above 
Cross  Creek,  and  between  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  river  Ohio  to  the  county  of  Oliio;"  and  the 
same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Clendennin  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  concerning  the  location  of  certain  warrants  upon  waste 
and  unappropriated  lands  in  the  counties  of  Greenbrier,  Harrison  and  Monongalia;"  and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  extend  the  operation  of  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the 
establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize;"  and  that  Messrs.  Madison,  White,  and  Tyler,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  "to  empower  the  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
of  the  parish  of  Beckford,  in  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  to  elect  a  vestry;"  and  that  Mr.  Zane  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Neck ;" 
"  for  cuttiu"-  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  ;" 
"  for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  "  for  punishing  certain  oflences,  and  vesting 
the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  cer- 
tain officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  "  to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  '  for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating 
and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "for  forming  the  district  of  Ken- 
tucky into  an  independent  Slate;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Com- 
monwealth;" "for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs  in  this  Commonwealth,  describing  their  duty,  and  ascertaining 
their  fees;"  "for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes  imported  into  this  Common- 
wealth, and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  the  encouraging  and  increase  of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  and  "  for  preventing  frauds  and  regulating  abuses  in  collecting  the  revenues  arising  by  customs,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,   That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  to-morrow. 

And  thru  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  January  3,   1786. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Washington;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein 
filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  dividing  the  county  of  Washington." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbiu  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  '"to  add  that  part  of  the  county  of  Yohogania,  situate  above  Cross  Creek,  and  between  the  western  boun- 
dary of  Pennsylvania  and  the  river  Ohio,  to  the  county  of  Ohio;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "appropriating  certain  arrears  of  public  taxes  to  the  opening  a  wagon  road  from  the  eastern  to  the  wes- 
tern waters;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  concerning  the  location  of  certain  warrants  upon  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  in  the  counties  of 
Greenbrier,  Harrison  and  Monongalia;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "for  forming  a  new  county  out  of  the  counties  of  Augusta  and  Botetourt;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  restricting  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Common- 
wealth ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  connnitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tyler  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  revive  and  explain 
so  mneii  of  a  former  act,  as  imposed  a  tax  or  duty  on  private  acts  of  Assembly;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Madison  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the 
establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time. 

Mr.  Prentis  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  appointing  trus- 
Jl^ees  to  convey  a  tract  of  land,  the  property  of  Elizabeth  Dalton,  to  David  Chevis;"   and  the  same  was  received  and 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Prentis  presented,  according  to  oriler,  a  bill  "  for  giving  further  powers  to  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York  ;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  lime. 

Mr.  Carrington  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce 
ihc  several  acts,  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue  into  one  act;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ord(  red  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Uutlicrford ; 
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Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "for  adding  part  of  the  county  of  Rockbridge  to  the  count}' jp 
of  Botetourt;"  and  "for  giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  lots  in  the  town  of  Moorefield,  to  build  thereon."* 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  again  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
bill  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws  for^rcgulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and   guarding 
against  invasions  and  insurrections  ;"   and  after  some  time  spent  therein,   Mr   Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  ^* 
Alexander  White  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  considera- 
tion,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards      V 
delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House.  *% 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  David  Scott,  Henry  Fry,  Jnckson  and  Pettijohn,  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service 
of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session;  and  Mr.  Zachariah  Johnston  until  Saturday  next. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Fiirfax,  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  thereon  ;  and  that  the 
same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  restricting 
foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  a  town  on  the  land  of  James  Gordon,  inJP 
the  county  of  Lancaster."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  brinti  in  a  bill  "to  ascertain  and  secure  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  situate  be- 
tween the  temporary  and  fixed  boundary  run  between  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  this  Commonwealth  ;"  and  that 
Messrs.  Bradford  and  Thruston  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Tlie  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
•'for  forming  the  district  of  Kentucky  into  an  independent  State;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under 
their  consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  saine,  had  directed 
him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  (his  House  will,  to-morrnw,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be, given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  disposing  of  certain  lands  lying  in  the  Northern  Neck  of 
Virginia;"  and  that  Messrs.  Meccer,  Tylei,  Simms,  Bullitt,  and  David  Stuart,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  orders  of  the  da}',  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  'lecide  the  p-iyment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Neck;" 
"  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State  of  North  Caroli- 
na;" "  for  regulating  and  fixing  tlie  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  "punishing  certain  oflences,  and  vest- 
ing the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  "  to  revivf  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting 
certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "  to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  'for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulat- 
ing and  disciplining  the  inilitia,  and  guarding  agains*  ■  vnsions  and  insurrections  ;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts  declar-  » 
ing  who  shall  be  deemed  citiiens  of  this  Commonwe 'Sth ;"  "  for  appointing  officers  of  tlie  customs,  prescribing  their 
duty,  and  ascertaining  their  fefs;"  "for  i'lposing  certain  rates  and  duties  upon  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes  im- 
ported into  this  Commonwealrli,  and  (brother  purposes  ;"  "  for  the  encouraging  and  increase  of  shipping  and  naviga- 
tioii,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  "  for  preventing  frauds  and  regulating  abuses  in  collecting  the  revenues  arising 
by  customs;"   beinsread; 

O'dered,  That  the  same  be  nut  oft' till  to-inorrow. 

.\nd  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock.  * 


WEDNESDAY,  January  4,  1786. 


X 


An  engrossed  bill,  "appropriating  certain  arrears  of  public  taxes  to  the  opening  a  wagon  road  from  the  easteru 
to  the  western  waters  ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  appropriating  certain  arrears  of  public  taxes  to  the 
opening  a  wagon  road  from  the  eastern  to  the  v^estern  waters." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence.  ^ 

An  engrossed  bill,  "concerning  the  location  of  certain  warrants  upon  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  in  the  ^ 
counties  of  Greenbrier,  Harrison  and  Monongalia;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,   "an  act,  concerning  the  location  of  certain  warrants 
upon  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  in  the  counties  of  Greenbrier,  Harrison  and  Monongalia." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clendennin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  add  that  part  of  the  county  of  Yohogania,  situate  above  Cross  Creek  and  between  the- 
western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  river  Ohio,  to  the  county  of  Ohio;"  was  read  the  third  time. 
P  7 
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\Hesohed,  Tliat  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  add  that  part  of  the  county  of  Yohogania, 
ituate  above  Cross  (Jreek  and  between  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  river  Ohio,  to  the  county  of 
Ohio." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bradford  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

^_  Mr.  Speaker, The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  directing  the  auditors  to  liquidate  certain  Loan  Of- 

"^  lice  certificates,  and  respecting  the  settlement  of  the  continental  accounts ;  also,  to  the  bill  '■  to  approve,  confirm  and 

X  ratify  the  compact  made  by  certain  commissioners  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and 
commissioners  appointed  by  this  Commonwealth  ;"  also,  they  do  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  this  House,  to 
their  amendment  to  the  bill  "for  i-eviving  and  continuing  an  act,  'to  revive  and  amend  in  part  an  act,  'for  giving  fur- 
ther time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other 
purposes."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  bill,  "  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize ;"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  for  giving  further  powers  to  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  revive  and  explain  so  much  of  a  former  act  as  imposed  a  tax  or  duty  on  private  acts  of  Assembly  ;"' 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  ?>Iessrs.  Corbin,  Alexander  White,  Zane,  Matthews,  Pren- 

»t!s,  Meriwether  Smith,  and  T3  ler. 
^        A  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  appropriating 
die  public  revenue,  into  one  act;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tyler  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  under  their  consideration  the  letter  of  Leighton  Wood,  jun.  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth : 

•  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  conduct  of  Thomas  Underwood,  Esq.  a  member  of 
this  House,  and  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  auditors'  and  solicitor's  oflices  merits  the  approbation 
of  the  House,  and  manifests  a  laudable  zeal  for  the  public  interest;  and  that  the  letter  of  the  said  Leighton  Wood, 
respecting  the  same,  was  not  intended,  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the  said  Wood  made  to  the  committee,  to  afiect  the 
privileges  of  this  House,  or  any  of  its  members,  but  only  as  an  explanation  and  justification  of  his  official  conduct  as 
solicitor  general. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  forming  the  district  of  Kentucky  into  an  independent  State ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under 
their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended  and  agreed  to  by  the 

*  House,  as  followeth :  -         ' 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Cabell: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  hiive  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  establisjiing  several  new  ferries,"  with  several  amend- 
ments, to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Harrison  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  tlie  service  of  this  House  for  the  remainder 
■if  the  session. 
-  A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  authorising  the  Executive  to  appoint  commission- 
^§1^  v-rs  to  settle  with  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  any  disputes  respecting  the  titles  of 
land  formerly  supposed  to  be  in  Virginia,  but  by  the  late  session  fallen  into  Pennsylvania;  also,  to  the  bill  "  for  re- 
torming  the  county  courts,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  .this  House;  and  they 
do  insist  upon  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county  of  Lin- 
coln."    And  then  he  withdrew. 

XTlie  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  establishing  several  new  ferries ;" 
;uid  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  re-forming  the  county  courts;" 
y^  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  Th^i  Mr.  Alexander  White  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Claims  do  examine  into  the  expenses  incurred  by  William  Hubbard,  in  the 
»;urc  of  a  wound  which  he  received  in  the  battle  of  Germantovvn,  while  in  the  coniinental  service,  and  report  the  same, 
with  tliejr  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

'1  he  orders  of  the  day,  for  tlie  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
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Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  decide  the  payment  of  qultrents  due  from  tlie  inhabiiaiUs  ol'lhe  Novthen  Neck;" 
"for  cutting  a  navisjable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina;" "for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  "punishing  certain  ofTences,  and 
vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collect- 
ing certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  "  to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regu- 
lating and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts, 
declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth;"  "  for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, prescribing  their  duty  and  ascertaining  their  fees;"  "  for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  ou  goods, 
wares  and  merchandizes  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "  for  the  encouraging  and  in- 
crease of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  "  for  preventing  frauds,  and  regulating  abuses  in  collect- 
ing the  revenue  arising  by  customs;"  and  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  restricting  foreign  vessels  to  certain 
ports  within  this  Commonwealth,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft'  till  to-morron'. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  January  5,   1786. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  mili- 
tia, and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws 
for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cabell  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  disposing  of  certain  lands  lying  in  the  Northern  Neck;" 
and  the  same  being  received  and  read  the  first  time,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  If 
Assize ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled  '  an 
act,  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  giving  further  powers  to  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  giving  further  powers  to  the  trustees  of  the 
town  of  York." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown  :  ^^ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  for  granting  a  bounty  of  lands  to  Samuel  Overton^^ 
Pettus;  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to   Robert  Patterson;  and  directing  the  auditors  to  liquidate  the  accounts  |fc  ^t 
Thomas  Dawson;  also,  to  the  bill  "  concerning  public  roads."     And  then  he  withdrew.  ^    ^ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  ascertaining  the  boundary  between  the  counties  of  J| 
Hanover  and  Henrico,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  ^ 
House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Corbin  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  according  to  order,  the  amendments  agreed  to  on 
Friday  last,  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  lor  establishing  a  board  of  auditors,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  he  read    ^ 
the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,     ^ 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  restricting  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth;"  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein„Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time 
to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-raorrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smith  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  examined  several  others  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  do  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  examination. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Neck  ;" 
"for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  P.squotank  river  in  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina;" "for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  "punishing  certain  offences,  and 
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vesting  the  Goveinor  with  certain  powers;"  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting 
certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "  to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regulating 
and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  declaring 
who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealtli ;"  "  for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs  within  this  Common^ 
wealth,  prescribing  their  duty,  and  ascertaining  their  fees;"  "for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  on  goods,  wares 
and  merchandizes  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  the  encouraging  and  increase  of 
shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  preventing  frauds,  and  regulating  abuses  in  collecting  the 
revenues  arising  by  customs ;"  and  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts,  for  ap- 
propriating the  public  revenue,  into  one  act,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Xjt 


FRIDAY,  January  6,   17SG. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  the  act,  for  establishing  the  board  of  auditors ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Reiolved,  Thai  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  a;t,  for  the  re-form  of  certain  public  boards." 
•,        Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Sen;ite,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  bill,  "for  disposing  of  certain  lands  lying  in  the  Northern  Neck;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Corbin  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  repeal  the  act,  to  authorise  the  auditors  to  grant  new  war- 
rants and  certificates  in  certain  cases;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey : 

Mr.  Speakek, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  to  add  that  part  of  the  county  of  Yohogania,  situate 
above  Cross  Creek,  and  between  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  :ind  the  River  Ohio,  to  the  county  of  Ohio;" 
"for  dividing  the  county  of  Washington,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House;  and  "concerning  the  location  of  certain  warrants  upon  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  in  the  counties  of 
Greenbrier,  Harrison  and  Monongalia,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  also  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  ascertaining  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to, 
and  others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  Henry  Harrison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "concerning  the  location  of  certain 
ivarrants  upon  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  in  the  counties  of  Greenbrier,  Harrison  and  Monongalia;"   and  the 
ne  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Clendennin  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  dividing  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington;" and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on 
by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  a  town  in  the  c mnty  of  Lincoln  ;"  and  the  same  bein.iz  read. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagfeement  to  the  said  amendments,  and  doth  agree  to  the 
-ame. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  forming  the  district  of  Kentucky  into  an  independent  State;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  therein  tilled  up. 

Resolv'd,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  concerning  the  erection  of  the  district  of  Kentucky 
into  an  independent  State." 

Ordirp.d,  That  Mr.  Garrard  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Pnniis  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  authorise  the 
Uustees  ol  Samuel  l)u-Val,  jun.  to  sell  the  one-fifth  part  of  the  Deep  Run  coal-pit  lands,  and  to  lay  out  tiie  money 
arising  from  the  sale  thereof  in  other  lands  and  slaves,  for  the  greater  benefit  of  the  said  Samuel  Du-Val,  jun.  and 
his  children ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Corbin  presented,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  estab- 
lish a  town  on  the  lands  of  John  Campbell,  in  the  county  of  Jefferson ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Corbin  reported,  liom  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration,  two  petitions  from  the  county  of  Campbell,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to 
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several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table   where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  and  a^ireed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeih: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of 
Campbell,  praying  that  a  court  for  the  said  county  may  be  held  at  the  centre  thereof,  or  on  the  land  of  Micajah 
Moreman,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  divers  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  county, 
in  opposition  thereto,  is  reasonable. 

Mr.  Corbin  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  accordinn-  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  memorial  of  Bernard  Gratz,  Joseph  Simons,  Edmund  Mills  and  Michael 
Gratz,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  iiid  iftervvar  Is  ielivered  in  it  the  clerk's  talde,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  in  the  year  1749,  Colonel  George  Croghan  purchased  from  the  Chiefs  of  the 
Six  Nations,  for  a  valuable  cousidt-ration,  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  Monongalia,  and  run- 
ning with  the  said  river  to  its  junction  with  the  Ohio;  thence  with  the  Ohio  to  the  mouth  of  Raccoon  creek;  thence 
up  (he  said  creek  ten  miles ;  thence  a  straight  line  to  tlie  beginning. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  at  a  treaty  held  at  fort  Stanwix,  in  the  year  1768,  where  the  Chiefs  of  the 
Six  Nations  were  fully  assembled,  they  acknowledged  the  justice  of  the  said  Croghan's  purchase,  and  renewed  their 
grant  to  him  by  deed,  duly  proved  and  recorded  in  the  proper  office  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  the  year  1769,  and 
afterwards  in  the  court  of  Augusta  county;  that  it  is  expressly  stipulated  in  the  said  deed,  that  in  case  any  part  of  the 
said  tract  of  land  shall  thereafter  be  found  to  be  within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania,  that  the  said  George  Croghan 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  compensation  in  other  lands  at  that  time  ceded  by  the  said  Six  Nations  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  an  authentic  copy  of  the  treaty  above  mentioned,  between  the  Six 
Nations  and  the  commissionfrs  appointed  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  that  the  Chiefs  acknowledged  that  the  said 
George  Crogiian  had  fau'ly  purclnsed,  and  requested  as  one  of  the  conditions  on  which  they  agreed  to  cede  the  lands 
to  the  crown,  that  in  case  any  part  ol  Croghan's  purciiase  should  be  within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania,  that  he  should 
receive  a  compensation  in  the  lands  at  that  time  ceded  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain;  that  the  said  George  Croghan 
held  the  said  lands  so  conveyed  to  him,  and  expended  a  considerable  sum  in  surveying  and  improving  the  same ;  that 
afterwards  the  said  Croghan  being  indebted  to  the  memorialists,  viz:  to  Bernard  Gratz,  in  the  sum  of  1 1,839/.  I2s.  9d. ;  to 
Joseph  Simons,  in  the  sum  of  2,259/.  10.s. ;  to  Edmund  Mills,  in  the  sum  of  500/. ;  and  to  the  said  Michael  Gratz,  in  the 
sum  of  4,200/.;  conveyed  to  the  said  Bernard  Gratz  50,627  1-2  acres;  to  the  said  Joseph  Simons  10,560  acres;  to 
the  said  Edmund  Mills  2000  acres;  and  to  the  said  Michael  Gratz  18,700  acres  of  the  said  land,  which  they  severally 
held  and  improved  at  a  considerable  expense,  until  the  year  1779,  when  the  General  Assembly  passed  an  act,  entitled 
■'an  act,  declaring  and  asserting  the  rights  of  this  Commonwealth,  concerning  the  purchasing  of  lands  from  the  In- 
dians;" by  the  operation  of  which,  the  legal  titles  of  the  memorialists  are  taken  away;  that  the  lands  conveyed  by  the 
said  George  Croghan  to  the  memorialists,  were  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  line,  which  it  was  supposed  would 
have  divided  this  State  from  that  of  Pennsylvania,  prior  to  the  cession  made  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  but  now 
fail  entirely  within  that  State;  that  in  the  month  of  November  1779,  a  petition  was  presented  by  the  memorialists 
to  the  General  Assembly  upon  this  subject,  when  they  came  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  Bernard  Gratz,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  be  rejected;  for  that  if  they 
have  any  legal  or  equitable  claim  to  the  lands  conveyed  to  tliem  by  George  Croghan,  such  claim  should  be  investi- 
gated and  determined  in  a  court  of  law  or  equity;"  that  the  before  recited  act,  will  unquestionably  preclude  a  court 
of  law  or  equity  from  investigating  the  rights  of  the  mVmorialists. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  case  of  the  said  Bernard  Gratz  and  others,  as  stated 
in  the  foregoing  report,  ought  to  be  referred  for  decision  to  the  Court  of  Appeals;  and  that  the  attorney  general  advo- 
cate the  cause  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  said  Court  of  Appeals  ought  to  be  governed,  in  the  de- 
cision of  the  said  claim,  by  the  laws  of  this  country  in  force  prior  to  the  year  1779;  and  if  in  their  opinion  the  me- 
morialists were  entitled  to  the  said  lands,  then  compensation  ought  to  be  made  them. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to 
by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Du-Val: 

Mr.  SpEAiiER, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  restricting  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth;"  and 
after  some  time  spent  dierein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Thruston  reported,  that  the  connnittee  had, 
according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  a  further  progress  iheFein,  but 
not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 
bill. 

Q7 
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The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  tiie  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;"  also,  on  the  bills  "to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern 
Neck;"  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina;"  "for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  "punishing  certain  of- 
fences, and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  better  regulating 
and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  "  to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  '  to  amend  the  several  laws 
for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections ;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  de- 
claring who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth;"  "for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs  within  this 
Commonwealth,  prescribing  their  duty,  and  ascertaining  their  fees;"  "lor  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  upon 
goods,  wares  and  merchandizes  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  the  encouraging 
and  increase  of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  preventing  frauds  and  regulating  abuses  in 
collecting  the  revenues  arising  by  customs ;"  and  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  seve- 
ral acts  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue,  into  one  act,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock- 


SATURDAY,  January  7,   178G. 

A  bill,  "to  repeal  the  act,  'to  authorise  the  auditors  to  grant  new  warrants  and  certificates  in  certain  cases;'" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills: 

"  An  act,  to  repeal  the  act  of  Assembly,  'for  establishing  the  town  of  Walkertou." 

"  An  act,  for  the  naturalization  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette." 

"An  act,  for  reviving  and  continuing  the  act,  'for  adjusting  claims  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public 
service." 

"  An  act,  authorising  the  treasurer  to  receive  specie  into  the  public  treasury  by  weight." 

"  An  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  the  proprietors  of  lots  in  the  town  of  Bath,  to  make  improvements  thereon." 

"An  act,  'to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  vesting  in  George  Washington,  Esq.  a  certain  interest  in  the 
companies  established  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  James  and  Potomac  rivers." 

"An  act,  concerning  the  taxes  due  in  the  county  of  Rockingham,  for  the  year  1784." 

"An  act,  for  securing  to  the  authors  of  literary  works,  an  exclusive  property  therein,  for  a  limited  time." 

"  An  act,  appointing  trustees  for  the  town  of  Suffolk,  and  for  enlarging  the  same." 

"  An  act,  for  adding  part  of  the  county  of  Nansemond,  to  that  of  Southampton." 

"An  act,  concerning  the  public  treasurer." 

"An  act,  for  the  appointment  of  clerks  to  the  Governor  and  Council." 

"An  act,  empowering  one  of  tiie  Privy  Council  to  officiate  as  Lieutenant  Governor  in  certain  cases." 

"  An  act,  concerning  escheators." 

"An  act,  for  forming  a  new  county  out  of  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Henry." 

"  An  act,  for  the  appointment  of  harbor  masters,  and  declaring  their  duty." 

"An  act,  for  incorporating  trustees  for  establishing  and  conducting  a  seminary  of  learning  at  the  town  of  Fin- 
castle,  in  the  county  of  Botetourt." 

"  An  act,  directing  the  course  of  descents." 

"  An  act,  for  the  preservation  of  the  estates  of  idiots  and  lunatics." 

"An  act,  to  prevent  losses  by  pirates,  enemies  and  others,  on  the  high  seas." 

"  An  act,  for  regulating  the  streets  in,  and  adjoining  to  the  town  of  Alexandria." 

"  An  act,  for  improving  the  breed  of  horses." 

"An  act,  to  repeal  'an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  tax  q(  5s.  per  hun- 
dred acres  on  lands  granted  by  patents,  and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom." 

"  An  act,  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  private  bank  notes." 

"  An  act,  concerning  aliens." 

"  An  act,  concerning  mill-dams,  and  other  obstructions  of  water  courses." 

"An  act,  to  prevent  distress  being  made  by  the  sheriffs  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  taxes  due  for  the  present 
year,  and  admitting  facilities  in  payment  thereof." 

"  An  act,  to  revive  'an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  appoint  commissioners  to  state  and  settie  the  losses  sustained  by 
the  burning  the  warehouses  at  Rocky  Ridc;e." 

"An  act,  declaring  what  persons  shall  be  deemed  mulattoes." 

"  An  act,  directing  what  prisoners  shall  be  let  to  bail." 

"An  act,  for  the  restitution  of  stolen  goods." 

"All  act,  for  regulating  conveyances." 

"An  act,  to  prevent  frauds  and  perjuries." 
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••All  act,  declaring  that  none  shall  be  condemned  without  trial,  and  that  justice  shall  not  be  sold  or  deferred." 

"  An  act,  providing  that  wrongful  alienations  of  land  shall  be  void  so  far  as  they  be  wrongful." 

"  An  act,  to  enable  guardians  and  committees  to  perform  certain  acts  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  under  their 
care." 

"An  act,  concerning  the  dower  and  jointure  of  widows." 

"An  act,  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  'concerning  the  appointment  of  sheriffs." 

"  An  act,  for  preventing  the  infection  of  the  horned  cattle." 

"An  act,  concerning  wills,  the  distribution  of  intestates  estates,  and  the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators." 

"  An  act,  concerning  servants." 

"An  act,  concerning  guardians,  infants,  masters,  and  apprentices." 

"An  act,  for  levying  and  regulating  taverns." 

"  An  act,  concerning  slaves." 

"  An  act,  for  dividing  the  county  of  Hampshire." 

"An  act,  for  dividing  the  county  of  Lincoln,  into  three  distinct  counties.''. 

"  An  act,  concerning  estrays." 

"An  act,  giving  powers  to  the  Governor  and  Council  in  certain  cases." 

"  An  act,  for  unlading  ballast  and  burial  of  dead  bodies  from  on  board  ships." 

"An  act,  for  apprehending  and  securing  runaways." 

"An  act,  concerning  election  of  members  of  General  Assembly." 

"An  act,  to  empower  Robert  Mackey  and  John  Peyton  to  build  upon,  and  convey  certain  lots  in  the  common  an- 
nexed to  the  town  of  Winchester." 

"An  act,  for  the  restraint,  maintenance,  and  cure  of  persons  not  sound  in  mind." 

"An  act,  for  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands." 

"An  act,  for  safe  keeping  the  land  papers  of  the  Northern  Neck,  in  the  register's  office." 

"An  act,  for  adding  part  of  the  county  of  Rockbridge  to  the  county  of  Botetourt." 

"  An  act,  for  giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  lots  in  the  town  of  Moorefield,  to  build  thereon." 

A  bill,  "  to  authorise  the  trustees  of  Samuel  Du-Val,  jun.  to  sell  the  one-fifth  part  of  the  Deep  Run  coal-pits,  and 
to  lay  out  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  thereof,  in  other  lands  and  slaves,  for  the  greater  benefit  of  the  said  Samuel 
Du-Val,  jun.  and  his  children;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  bill,  "for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  John  Campbell,  in  the  county  of  Jefferson;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Prentis  presented,  from  the  committee  for  Courts  of  Justice,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "for  further  continu- 
ing the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  empower  the  Judges  of  the  General  Court  to  superintend  and  regulate  the  public 
jail;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  cl;iim  of  Oliver  Pollock,  as  liquidated  and  adjusted  by  order  of  the  Executive,  be  paid  out 
of  the  sarne  funds,  and  in  the  same  proportions,  as  are  or  may  be  provided  for  debts  due  from  the  Commonwealth  to 
foreign  creditors ;  and  that  previous  to  any  further  payment  to  such  foreign  creditors,  the  said  Oliver  Pollock  shall  be 
paid  the  same  proportion  of  his  claim,  as  has  been  paid  to  the  aforesaid  creditors. 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  be  directed  to  issue  warrants  upon  the  treasury,  according  to  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion, in  favor  of  said  Oliver  Pollock,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  annually,  retaining  so  much  from  the  amount 
of  said  Pollock's  claim,  as  will  secure  the  Stale  against  any  loss  on  account  of  the  protested  bills  of  exchange  not 
yet  brought  in,  pursuant  to  the  report  of  the  last  commissioners  appointed  to  examine  the  said  claim;  and  that  a  copy 
of  these  proceedings  be  transmitted  to  the  delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress. 

And  the  said  resolutions  being  severally  twice  read  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson : 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  for  putting  Catlett  James  on  the  list  of  pensioners.i^ 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Colonel  Le  Maire,  respecting  the  payment  of  his  claim  against 
the  St.ite  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  restrict  foreign  vessel^  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Thruston  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  stime,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  vvliich  they  had 
directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  on  Monday.  i 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  j^ouse  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents,  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern 
Neck  ;"  "  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  St  ite  of  .Vorth 
Carolina;"  "for  re^idating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  (he  offi.  ers  of  civil  gov;'rnment;"  "punishing  certain  offi-nces, 
and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers:"  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  col- 
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lecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  otTier  purposes;"  "to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  for  amendins?  the  several  laws  for  re- 
euhiiinff  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  t;uarding  against  invasions  and  insnrrectlons;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts 
declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth;"  "for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs  within  this 
Commonwealth,  prescribing  their  duly,  and  ascertaining  their  fees ;"  "  for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  upon 
goods,  wares  and  merchandizes  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  the  encouraging 
and  increase  of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  "  for  preventing  frauds  and  regulating  abuses  in 
collecting  the  revenue  arisin""  by  customs;"  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several 
acts  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue,  into  one  act;"  and  "for  disposing  of  certain  lands  lying  in  the  Northern 
Neck,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  January  9,  1786. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  repeal  the  act,  *  to  authorise  the  auditors  to  grant  new  warrants  and  certificates  in  certan.; 
cases;"  wa.  read  die  third  ti.ne;  and  the  question  being  put  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  establish  a  town  on  the  lands  of  John  Campbell,  in  the  county  of  Jefferson;"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  establish  a  town  on  the  lands  of  John  Camp- 
bell, in  the  county  of  Jefferson." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  authorise  the  trustees  of  Samuel  Du-Val,  jun.  to  sell  one-fifth  part  of  the  Deep  Run  coal 
pits,  and  to  lay  out  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  thereof  in  other  lands  and  slaves,  for  the  greater  benefit  of  the 
said  Samuel  Du-Val,  jun.  and  his  children;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  authorise  the  trustees  of  Samuel  Du-Val,  jun. 
to  sell  one-fifth  part  of  the  Deep  Run  coal  pits,  and  to  lay  out  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  thereof  in  other  land? 
and  slaves,  for  the  greater  benefit  of  the  said  Samuel  l)u-Val,  jun.  and  his  children." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas,  doubts  have  arisen,  from  what  period  interest  upon  warrants  granted  for  slaves  executed,  should  com- 
mence ; 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  be  authorised  and  directed,  in  granting  the  interest 
upon  all  warrants  for  slaves  executed,  pursuant  to  the  legal  sentence  of  any  court  for  any  capital  ofl'ence,  to  allow  the 
-anie  fi-om  the  time  of  the  execution  of  such  slaves,  respectively. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  do  carry  the  resolution  to  ihe  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speakek, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  granting  certificates  to  certain  persons  of  the  Virginia 
line  and  navy,  for  five  years  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House;  also,  they  do  insist  on  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "for 
fstablisiiing  religious  freedom ;"  and  do  desire  a  free  conference  with  this  House  on  the  subject  matter  thereof.  And 
then  he  withdrew. 

A  bill,  "lor  further  continuing  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  empower  the  judges  of  the  General  Court  to  superin- 
►tend  ;uid  regulate  the  public  jail;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  Ijill,  "for  ajipointing  trustees  to  convey  a  tract  of  land,  the  property  of  Charlotte  Dalton,  to  David  Clievis;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Corbin  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "to  revive  and  explain  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as 
imposed  a  tax  or  duty  on  private  acts  of  Assenibly,"  was  committed,  ihat  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
ihr  said  bill  under  their  consideriilion,  and  had  made  an  amendment  thereto,  whicii  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  tiie  dork's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  Huuse. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Ziiiie  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  empower  the  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of 
the  |);uish  of  Beckfiird  in  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  to  elect  a  vestry;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
fiiiic,  and  ordered  lo  be  read  ;i  second  time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "granting  certificates  to  certain  per- 
sons (if  the  Virginia  line  and  navy,  for  five  years  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were 
disagri  ed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  accpiaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
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A  message  from  tlie  Senate  by  Mr.  Cabell : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  tlie  bills  "  to  suspend  (he  operraion  of  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  tor  1^ 
the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize;"  "  for  giving  furtiier  powers  to  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York;"  and  "  ap-^ 
propriating  certain  arrears  of  public  taxes  to  the  opening  a  wagon  road  from  the  eastern  to  the  western  waters." 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  do  insist  on  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  granting 
certificates  to  certain  persons  of  the  Virginia  line  and  navy,  for  five  years  full  pay  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life."  And 
then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Thruston  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  amendments  agreed  to  on  Saturday  last, 
to  the  bill  "for  restricting  foreign  vessels  from  entering  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth;"  and  he  read  the 
same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  tliird  time. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the  free  conference  desired  by  the  Senate  on  the  subject  matter  of  their 
amendment,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on  by  them,  to  the  bill  "  for  establishing  religious  freedom." 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Madison,  Zachariah  Johnston,  and  Innes,  be  appointed  to  manage  the  conference  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  also,  on  the  bills  "  to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern 
Neck;"  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina;"  "  for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  ofiicers  of  civil  government;"  "  punishing  certain  offences  and 
vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collect- 
ing certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  "  to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  for  amending  the  several  laws  for  regu- 
lating and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  "  to  amend  the  several  acts,  de- 
claring who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth;"  "  for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs  within  this  Com- 
monwealth, prescribing  their  duty,  and  ascertaining  their  fees;"  "for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  upon  goods, 
wares  and  merchandizes  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "  for  the  encouraging  and  in- 
crease of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "  for  preventing  frauds  and  regulating  abuses  in  collect- 
ing the  revenue  arising  by  customs;"  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts,  for  . 
appropriating  the  public  revenue,  into  one  act;"  and  "for  disposing  of  certain  lands  lying  in  the  Northern  Neck,"  J| 
being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  January   10,   178G. 


.  I  An  engrossed  bill,  "  appointing  trustees  to  convey  a  tract  of  land,  the  property  of  Charlotte  Dalton,  to  David 
Che\is;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  '  an  act,  for  appointing  trustees  to  convey  a  tract  of  land, 
the  property  of  Charlotte  Dalton,  to  David  Chevis." 

Ordered,  That  Mr   Prentis  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  further  continuing  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  empower  the  Judges  of  the  General  Court 
to  superintend  and  regulate  the  public  jail;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  empower 
the  Judges  of  the  General  Court  to  superintend  and  reuulate  the  public  jail." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  lor  forming  a  new  county  out  of  the  counties  of  Augusta  and  Botetourt;"  was  read  the  third 
time;  and  the  question  Leing  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  revive  and  explain  so  much  of  a  former  act,  as  imposed  a  tax  or  duty  on  private  acts  of 
Assembly ;"  was  read  the  third  lime. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  revive,  explain  and  amend  so  much  of  a  for- 
mer act,  as  imposed  a  tax  or  duty  on  private  acts  of  Assembly." 

Ordered,   Tliat  Mr.  Prentis  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Sejiate  by  Mr.  Ellzey : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws  for 
R  7 
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regulatinc  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections,"  with  several  amendments, 
'fto  which  "they  desire  ihe  conciu-rence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
^        On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  he  discliarged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  bills  "to  repeal 
in  part  the  act,  for  amending  the  several  acts,  for  regulnting  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  inva- 
sions and  insurrections'-"  "  to  decide  the  payment  of  quitrents  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Neck;"  and 
•'  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  tlic  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers  fees,  and  for  other  purposes." 
Ordered  That  the  bill,  entitled  "  an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers  fees,  and  for 
other  purpose's;"  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Madison,  Strother  and  Corbin. 

The  House    according  to  t!ie  order  of  the  day,  resolved  Itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  for  dlsposlntj  of  certain  lands  lying  in  the  Northern  NecU  ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resum- 
ed tlie  chair,  and  Mr.  Corbin  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 
Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  punishing  certain  oft'ences,  and  vesting  ihe  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentls  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  the  hill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  recede  from  one,  and  insist  on  another  of  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this 
House,  to  the  bill  "for  ascertaining  the  boundary  line  between  the  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico,  and  for  other 
purposes."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the-blU  "  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act 
the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"    and 
the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 
Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Matthews  do  acciuaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ellzey: 

Mr.  Speakeii, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  concerning  the  erection  of  the  district  of  Kentucky  into  an 
independent  State;"  and   "for  the  reform  of  certain  public  boards;"    with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
■  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

^  Ordered,   That  Mr.  Corbin  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  the  encouraging  and  increase  of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  nfter  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentls  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein;  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same, 
had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

Mr.  Matthews  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  clearing 
and  improving  the  navigation  of  James  river,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
>aid  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  no  amendment  thereto. 
Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Iteaolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Thursday  next,  proceed  hy  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a 
commissioner  to  settle  with  a  commissioner  appointed  or  to  he  appointed  by  Congress,  the  expenses  incurred  by  this 
Commonwealth  in  the  acquisition  and  defence  of  the  territory  northwestward  of  the  river  Ohio,  in  the  room  of  the 
honorable  Edward' Carriugtnii,  E-q.  who  hath  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therev.ltli. 

The  orders  of  tiie  day,  for  the  iIou>e  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  cuiting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river,  to  Pasquotank 
river,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  ;"  "for  regulnting  and  lixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;" 
"  to  amend  the  several  acts,  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth;"  "for  appointing  officers 
of  the  cii>toins,  prescribing  their  duty,  and  ascertaining  (heir  i'ees ;"  "  for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  upon  goods, 
wares  and  merchandizes  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purpotses;"  "for  preventing  frauds  and  re- 
gulating abuses  in  collectiiif;  liie  revenue  arising  by  customs  ;"  and  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  and 
reduce  the  several  acts,  for  aijprojjriaiiiig  the  public  revenue,  into  one  act,"  being  read ; 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oH'  till  to-morrow. 
And  then  the  Jlouse  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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WEDNESDAY,  January  11,  1786. 

An  engrosspclbill,  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  clearing- and  improving  the  navigation  of  James  river;" 
was  rend  the  third  lime. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  clearing 
and  improving  the  navigation  of  James  river." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  disposing  of  certain  lands  lying  in  the  Northern  Neck ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

An  engrossed  clause,  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  said  bill  by  way  of  ryder,  requiring  the  commissioners  to 
enter  into  bond  and  security  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  required  of  them,  and  for  allowing  them  a  com- 
pensation for  their  trouble;  and  the  said  engrossed  clause  being  read  three  times  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  to  be  added  to  the  said  bdl,  by  way  of  ryder. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill,  with  the  ryder,  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  ".an  act,  for  disposing  of  certain  lauds, 
lying  in  the  Northern  Neck." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer  do  carr^'  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Browne: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  respecting  the  payment  of  Oliver  Pollock's  accounjp* 
against  the  State.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Sen;ite  by  Mr.  Cabell: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "for  reviving  an  act,  to  empower  the  judges  of  the  Gene-JJ 
ral  Court,  to  superintend  and  regulate  the  public  jail;"  and  "for  appointing  trustees  to  convey  a  tract  of  land,  the 
property  of  Charlotte  Dalton,  to  David  Chevis;"  also,  they  do  insist  upon  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this 
House,  to  the  bill,  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws,  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia, 
and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"  and  they  do  agree  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  this  House,  on 
Thursday  next,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner  to  settle  the  account  of  the  expenditures  of  this  State,  in  acquiring  and 
defending  the  western  territory.     And  then  lie  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on 
by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  mi- 
litia, and  guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections;"   and  the  same  being  read,  ^ 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  and  doth  agree  to  thej^ 
same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson:  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  authorise  the  trustees  of  Samuel  Du-Val,  jun.  to  sellj| 
the  one-fifth  part  of  the  Deep  Run  coal-pits,  and  to  lay  out  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  thereof  in  other  lands 
and  slaves,  for  the  greater  benefit  of  the  said  Samuel  Du-Val,  jun,  and  his  children."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Du-Val: 

]\Ir.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  die  bill  "  for  establishing  a  town  on  tiie  land  of  John  Campbell,  in 
the  county  of  Jefl'erson,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  •  . 
iie  withdrew.  * 

An  engrossed  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  restrict  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Com- 
monwealth ;"  was  read  the  third  time;  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes,     .50.  ?v'ocs,     46. 

Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  bill  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  restrict  foreign  vessels  to 
certain  ports  wiiliin  this  Commonwealth." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thruston  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Cabell,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Turbervillc; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes,  on  the  qncbtion  for  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  be  inserted  in  the 
.lournal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  John  Cropper,  Thomas  Parramoro,  Joseph  Eggleston, 
Samuel  Hawes,  John  Tyler,  Henry  Southall,  David  Patteson,  Bernard  Markiiam,  Edward  Carrington,  Carter  Hen- 
ry Harrison,  Miles  King,  Worlicli  Westwood,  William  Gatewood,  IMeriwcther  Smith,  Charles  Simms,  Christopher 
Greenup,  Thomas  Smith,  Andrew  Donnellv,  George  Clcndennin,  John  Lucas,  Edmund  Wilkins.  Isaac  Coles,  Park 
Goodall.  Garland  Anderson,  William  Norve'll,  William  Walker,  William  Dudley,  Carter  Braxton,  Benjamin  Temple. 
Francis  Peyton,  William  White,  Lewis  Burwell,  Francis  Corbin,  William  Curtis,  Willis  Riddick,  William  Hartwell 
Macon,  Wi'llis  Wilson,  Daniel  Sandford,  John  Gordon,  David  Shepherd,  James  Madison,  Abraham  Bird,  John  Tay- 
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lor,  George  Stubbleficild,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Richard  Gary,  Wilson  Gary,  Joseph  Prentis,  James  Innes  and  Tho- 
mas Matthews. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Joshua  Fry,  Hugh  Rose,  Samuel  Jordan  Cabell,  Zachariah 
Johnston,  John  Trigg,  William  Anderson,  Hickerson  Barksdale,  John  Clarke  of  Campbell,  Charles  Moil  Talbot, 
Jolm  Daniel,  Edmund  Read,  French  Stroiher,  Joseph  Jones,  William  Pickett,  Thomas  Helm,  Elias  Wills,  Charles 
Minn  Thrusion,  Thomas  IMann  Randolph,  Thomas  Underwood,  Isaac  Vanmiter,  John  Prunty,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson, 
John  Mayo,  jun.  William  Thornton,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Thomas  Johnston,  Christopher  Robertson,  Benjamin  Lo- 
gan, Robert  Sayres,  Daniel  Trigg,  Abraham  Beachum,  David  Bradford,  Charles  Porter,  John  Clarke  of  Prince 
Edward,  Richard  Bilib,  Daniel  Carroll  Brent,  George  Lee  Turberville,  Andrew  Moore,  John  Hopkins,  Gawin  Ham- 
ilton, Isaac  Zane,  John  Whitaker  Willis,  John  Howell  Briggs,  Richard  Lee,  Andrew  Kincannon  and  William 
Russell. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  disposing  of  waste  lands  in  the  Northern  Neck ;"  and  that 
Messrs.  Tyler,  Mercer,  and  Thruston,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  appointing  escheators  in  the  Northern  Neck;"  and  that 
Mr.  Simms,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  bill,  "10  em])ower  the  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  parish  of  Beckford,  in  the  county 
of  Shenandoah,  to  elect  a  vestry;"  was  read  the  second  time,  amended  at  the  clerk's  table,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank 
river  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;'  "  for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;" 
■4ft to  amend  the  several  acts,  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth;"  "for  appointing  offi- 
cers of  the  customs,  prescribing  their  duty,  and  ascertaining  their  fees;"  "for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  on 
goods,  wares  and  merchandizes  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  preventing  frauds, 
|faiid  regulating  abuses  in  collecting  the  revenue  arising  by  customs ;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend 
and  reduce  the  several  acts,  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue,  into  one  act;"  and  "for  the  encouraging  and  in- 
crease of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  of!"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  January  12,  17S6. 


\An  engrossed  bill,  "to  empower  the  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  parish  of  Beckford,  m 
y  county  of  Shenandoah,  to  elect  a  vestry ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass  ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  authorise  the  election  of  certain  vestries." 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Zane  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
^        Mr.  Markham  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "concerning  the  refused  tobacco,"   was  committed, 
>liat  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  an  amendment 
thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

XTlie  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  establishing  a  town  on  the 
lands  of  John  Campbell,  in  the  county  of  Jefferson;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  IMr.  Corbin  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  insisted  on 
by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  granting  certificates  to  certain  persons  of  the  Virginia  line  and  navy,  for  five  years  full 
pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life  ;"  and  the  same  being  read. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments. 

■Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prentis  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

^'•'\'  .^J''"'*'^''-'*:"?''"^  Senate  have  appointed  managers  on  the  part  of  their  House  to  meet  the  managers  on  the 
part  ol  this  House,  in  free  conference  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  establish- 
ing religious  freedom  ;"  and  tiiey  are  now  attending  in  the  conference  chamber.     And  dien  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,    That  the  managers  on  the  part  of  this  House,  do  now  withdr 


iraw. 


The  managers  accordingly  withdrew  ;  and  after  some  time,  returned  into  the  House  and  reported,  that  they  had, 
accordmg  to  order,  met  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  in  free  conference,  and  fully  discussed  the  subject 
"''"''m"'-^'"  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  religious  freedom." 

Mr.  rurberville  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had, 
Jtocordiug  to  ord(  '  ■      ■ 


Ordered,   'J'i 


■r,  exauiined  several  others,  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled, 
lat  Mr.  Turberville  do  carry  said  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  tlieir  examination. 
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A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson : 

Mr.  Speaker,— The  Senate  have  disagreed  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House,  to  their  amendments,  to 
the  bill  "  for  ascertaining  the  boundary  line  between  the  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
and  they  do  adhere  to  their  said  amendments.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  enclosing  a  letter  from  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.  one  of 
the  commissioners  of  the  continental  board  of  treasury ;  and  one  other  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, covering  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  upon  the  bill 
"  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue,  into 
one  act." 

Ordered,  That  the  rest  of  the  said  papers  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  "  for  im- 
posing certain  rates  and  duties  upon  goods,  wares  and  merciiandizes,  imported  into  this  Commonwealth  and  for  otlier 
purposes." 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  slate 
of  the  Commonwertltli ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Corbin  reported 
that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth  under  their  consideration  and 
had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  when  the  House  should  think  pro- 
per to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner 
to  settle  with  a  co'iimissioner  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  the  expenses  incurred  by  this  State,  in  ac- 
quiring and  defending  the  western  territory ;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,, 
on  the  bills  "  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina ;"  "  for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government ;"  "  to  amend  the  several 
acts  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth ;"  "  for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs,  prescrib- 
ing their  duty,  and  ascertaining  their  fees  ;"  "  for  imposing  certain  rutes  and  duties  upon  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dizes, imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  "  for  preventing  frauds  and  regulating  abuses  in 
collecting  the  revenue  arising  by  customs ;"  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several 
acts  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue,  into  one  act ;"  "  for  the  encouraging  and  increase  of  shipping  and  naviga- 
tion, and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "for  punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers," 
being  read ; 

O'dered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  January  13,  1786. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  concerning  refused  tobacco,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up ;  and 
the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Tyler  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  dispose  of  certain  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  in  that 
part  of  the  State  called  the  Northern  Neck;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  .-.everal  acts  for  appropriating  the  pubhc  revenue,  into 
one  act ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  a  further  progress  therein, 
but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
.aid  bill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  establishing  religious  free- 
dom ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  and  several  amendments  proposed  to  be  made  thereunto. 

Resolved,  That  the  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for 
I'siablishing  religious  freedom  ;"  and  do  agree  to  the  said  amendment,  with  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Turberville  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
'■for  the  encouraging  and  increase  of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Corbin  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  tho  same,  had 
directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 
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Resolved   That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones:  ^^'  ^      , 

Mr.  Speaker, The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  respecting  the  interest  ii^ofi  warrants  for  slaves  exe- 
cuted for  capital  offences,  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And  then 
he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Cabell :  „    ,  ,  .„  ,  ^    ,   , 

Mr.  Speaker The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  hnd  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 

they  are  signed  by 'their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew.  .        ,     , 

Mr.  Braxton  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Commerce,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  sundry  resolutions  from  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to 
several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  read,  and  are  as  followeth : 

Resolved  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  this  State  should  concur  with  the  State  of  Maryland,  in 
makinn-  a  joint  application  to  Congress,  for  their  consent  to  form  a  compact  for  the  purpose  of  affording  in  due  time, 
and  in°iust  proportion  between  the  two  States,  naval  protection  to  such  part  of  Chesapeake  bay  and  Potomac  river, 
which  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  left  unprovided  for  by  Congress ;  and  that  such  compact  when  made,  be  laid  before 
Coneress  for  their  approbation;  and  that  such  compact,  if  approved,  should  continue  until  mutually  dissolved  by  the 
two  States,  or  until  Congress  shall  declare  that  such  compact  ought  no  longer  to  exist. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress,  ought  to  be 
authorised  and  requested  to  make  such  application  on  behalf  of  this  State,  in  conjunction  with  the  delegates  from  the 
State  of  Maryland  to  Congress,  or  with  such  other  persons  as  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  shall  appoint  for  that 
purpose. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  foreign  gold  and  silver  coin  received  in  the  two  States  as 
the  current  money  thereof,  should  pass  in  the  two  governments  at  the  same  value,  according  to  its  fineness  and  weight; 
and  that  if  the  specie  or  coin  could  be  regulated  at  the  same  nominal  value,  it  would  be  of  great  convenience  to  the 
commerce  between  the  citizens  of  the  two  States. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  damages  on  foreign  bills  of  exchange  protested, 
ought  to  be  the  same  in  both  Slates,  and  that  foreign  protested  bills  of  exchange  should  be  considered  in  all  cases, 
and  to  all  purposes,  as  of  equal  rank  with  debts  upon  contract,  in  writing,  signed  by  the  party. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  drafts  by  the  merchants  of  either  State,  upon  those  of  the 
other,  in  the  nature  of  inland  bills  of  exchange,  should  be  subject  by  law  to  official  protest  by  a  notary  public;  and 
that  the  damages  for  non-payment  should  be  the  same  in  both  States. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  it  is  essential  to  the  commerce  and  revenue  of  the  State  of 
Maryland  and  of  this  State,  that  duties,  imports  or  exports,  if  laid,  should  be  the  same  in  both  States;  and  that  it  is 
proper  for  the  Legislatures  of  the  said  States,  at  their  annual  meeting  in  the  autumn,  to  a|)point  commissioners  to 
meet  and  communicate  the  regulations  of  commerce,  and  duties  proposed  by  each  State;  and  to  confer  on  such  sub- 
jects as  may  concern  the  commercial  interests  of  both  States,  and  within  the  power  of  the  respective  States;  and  that 
the  number  of  the  said  commissioners  should  be  equal,  not  less  than  three,  nor  more  than  five  from  each  State;  and 
they  should  annually  meet  in  the  third  week  of  September,  if  required  by  the  Legislature  of  either  State,  or  the  com- 
missioners thereof,  at  such  place  as  they  should  appoint.    ' 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  4th  and  6th  resolutions  be  communicated  to  the  Legis- 
latures of  all  the  States  in  the  Union ;  and  that  they  be  requested  to  nominate  commissioners  for  the  purposes  express- 
ed in  the  6th  resolution,  and  that  his  excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  immediately  copies  of  the 
said  lesolutions  to  those  States. 

The  1st,  2d,  4th,  6ih  and  7th  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  3d  and  5th  resolutions  were  severally  read  a  second  time;  and  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Orilered,  That  Mr.  Braxton  do  carry  the  1st,  2d,  4th,  6th  and  7tli  resolutions  to  thj   Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  House,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commission- 
er to  settle  with  a  commissioner  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  the  expenses  incurred  by  this  State  in  ac- 
quiring and  defending  the  western  territory;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  slate  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  on  the  bills  "  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth 
1  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  "for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of 
civil  government ;"  "  to  amend  the  several  acts,  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Cdmnionwealth;"  "  for 
appointing  officers  of  tiic  customs,  prescribing  their  duty,  and  ascertaining  their  fees;"  "  for  imposing  certain  rates 
and  duties  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "lor  pre- 
venting frauds  and  regulating  abuses  in  collecting  the  revenue  arising  by  customs;"  and  "punishing  certain  offences, 
and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers,"  being  read; 
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Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning-,  10  o'clock. 


ing  the 
second  time, 


SATURDAY,  January  14,   1786. 

A  bill,  "to  dispose  of  certain  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  the  Northern 
Neck ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kinsale,  and 
discontinuing  that  at  Rust's  warehouse,"  with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Meriwether  Smith  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  incorporat- 

he  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;"   and  the  same  was  received  and  read. the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 

id  time. 

Mr.  Simms  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  extend  the  operation  of  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning 
escheators  to  the  several  counties  in  the  Northern  Neck;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Madison  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  re- 
gulating and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  committed,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  tUe  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  several  amendments  thereto, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Riehard  Lee  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  the  resolutions  respecting  William  Hubbard,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report  and 
come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUoweth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  William  Hubbard  was,  during  the  late  war,  a  sergeant  int  he  1st  Vir- 
ginia regiment,  and  at  the  battle  of  Germantown  received  a  wound  in  one  of  his  legs,  which  rendered  him  unfit  for 
service ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  was  discharged  therefrom. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  since  the  return  of  the  said  Hubbard  from  the  army,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  his  said  wound  not  being  properly  cured  to  the  northward,  that  he  has  been  obliged  to  employ  doctors  to 
attend  him  two  different  times  ;  that  the  account  of  the  physician  for  his  last  attendance,  which  continued  about  two 
months,  and  for  extracting  the  ball  from  the  said  wound,  and  other  different  operations  performed  by  him,  amounts  to 
the  sum  of  39/.  14s. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Hubbard  is  in  very  needy  and  indigent  circumstances. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  sura  of  15/.  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  said 
William  Hubbard  out  of  the  pension  fund. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ricliard  Lee  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Turberville  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  books  of  the  Public  Foundry  at  Westham  were  re- 
ferred, that  the  committee  had,  according  to  onier,  examined  the  same,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  a 
resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
agani  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  various  and  considerable  sums  of  money  are  due  from  the  public  to  individu- 
als, and  from  individuals  to  the  public ;  but  from  the  unsettled  state  of  the  accounts,  your  committee  are  unable  to  as- 
certain the  balance  due,  or  to  come  to  a  final  settlement. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  tliat  the  Executive  are  authorised  to  settle  and  adjust  these  accounts. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  Executive  be  required  to  cause  the  final  ad- 
justment of  the  said  books  and  accounts  to  be  made  as  speedily  as  possible;  to  direct  the  collection  of  the  balances 
due  to  the  public,  and  to  apportion  the  sums  collected  amongst  the  creditors  of  the  Public  Foundry,  and  thai  for 
all  balances  which  may  be  due  to  persons  from  the  said  Foundry,  which  cannot  be  paid  from  debts  due  it,  the  Ex- 
ecutive are  hereby  required  to  give  orders  on  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  to  issue  their  warrants  for  the  said  bal- 
ances, all  which  shall  carry  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  which  interest  shall  be  receivable  ia  all  taxes  with- 
in this  State;  and  the  Executive  are  also  required  to  appoint  some  person  to  adjust  all  accounts  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  erect  and  manage  the  said  Foundry,  and  to  take  such  measures  therein  as  shall  appear  to  them  just  and 
proper. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Turberville  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

JMr.  Corbin  reported,  from  the  coinmittpe  of  Pr  ipositiiais  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  resolution  respecting  the 
property  destroyed  in  (he  borough  of  Norfolk,  .vas  recom.iiitt.d,  that  the  coinin.tt'  ■•  had  again,  according  to  order, 
had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he 
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read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  tlie  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  t» 
by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  jour  committee,  that  the  property  was  destroyed  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary 1776,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  Convention  before  that  time  made;  that  in  the  May  session  of  Assembly,  1777, 
an  act  passed  for  appointing  persons  to  inquire-  into  and  ascertain  the  value  of  the  property  destroyed  in  the  said 
borough,  who  in  October  session  of  Assembly  1778,  made  a  report  of  their  proceedings  therein. 

It  also  appears  to  your  committee,  from  a  certificate  of  Mr.  Joseph  Prentis,  ihat  the  persons  engaged  in  the  va- 
luation of  the  said  property,  were  considered  as  fixing  the  real  value  in  specie,  and  according  to  his  idea,  fixed  their 
valuations  conformable  to  the  supposed  original  price  of  the  houses  destroyed. 

It  also  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Mr.  Thomas  Matthews,  that  the  valuation  of 
the  houses  destroyed  in  the  said  borough,  was  made  in  specie;  and  that  a  number  of  persons,  inhabitants  of  the  said 
borough,  are  possessed  of  Loan  Office  certificates  issued  for  the  amount  of  their  respective  losses  in  paper  money,  and 
dated  during  the  existence  of  the  depreciation  thereof. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  loan  certificates  issued  for  property  destroyed  in  the 
said  borough  of  Norfolk,  ought  to  be  registered  by  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  for  the  same  sum  in  specie,  as  is 
specified  in  such  certificates  respectively. 

Ordered    That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Cabell : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  em-olled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
The  Speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills: 

"  An  act,  vesting  the  estate  of  Matthew  Womble,  deceased,  in  trustees,  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  his  children." 
"  An  act,  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Landon  Carter,  in  the  county  of  Fauquier." 
"An  act,  authorising  John  Mayo  the  younger,  to  build  a  toll  bridge  across  Janes  river." 

"  An  act,  to  discharge  George  Taylor  and  James  Madison  from  further  proceeding  on  the  trust  reposed  in  them 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature." 

"An  act,  for  establishing  the  town  of  Clarksburg,  in  the  county  of  Harrison." 
"An  act,  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  Zackquill  Morgan,  in  the  county  of  Monongalia." 
"An  act,  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  land  of  Smyth  Tandy,  in  the  county  of  Amherst." 
"An  act,  to  amend  the  act,  'concerning  pensioners." 

"An  act,  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  South  branch  of  Potomac  river." 

"An  act,  to  authorise  the  society  of  Free  Masons  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  by  way  of 
lottery." 

"An  act,  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  William  Mercer,  in  the  county  of  Stafibrd." 
"An  act,  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  James  Gordon,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster." 
"An  act,  to  authorise  the  administrator  of  Alexander  Wodrow,  deceased,  to  convey  part  of  k  lot  of  land  to  Eli- 
tabeth  Eskridge." 

"  An  act,  to  approve,  confirm,  and  ratify  the  compact  made  by  certain  co'iimissioners  appointed  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  commissioners  appointed  by  this  Commonwealth." 
"An  act,  for  re-forming  the  county  courts,  and  for  other  purposes." 

"  An  act,  to  add  that  part  of  the  county  of  Yohogania,  situate  above  Cross  creek,  and  between  the  western  boun- 
dary of  Pennsylvania  and  the  river  Ohio,  to  the  county  of  Ohio." 

"  An  act,  concerning  the  location  of  certain  warrants  upon  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  in  the  counties  of 
Greenbrier,  Harrison,  and  Monongalia." 

"  An  act,  for  dividing  the  county  of  Washington." 
"  An  act,  for  establishing  a  town  in  the  county  of  Lincoln." 

"  An  act,  concerning  the  erection  of  the  district  of  Kentucky  into  an  independent  State." 
"  An  act,  for  the  re-form  of  certain  public  roads." 

"  An  act,  for  reviving  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  empower  the  Judges  of  the  General  Conrt  to  superintend  and 
\vgulatc  the  public  Jail." 

"An  act,  for  appointing  trustees  to  convey  a  tract  of  land,  the  property  of  Charlotte  D;ilton,  to  David  Chevis." 
"  An  aci,  to  authorise  the  trustees  of  Samuel  Du-Val,  jun.  to  sell  the  one-fifth  part  of  the  Deep  Run  coal-pits,  and 
to  lay  out  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  thereof  in  other  lands  and  slaves,  for  the  greater  benefit  of  the  said  Samuel 
Du-Val,  jun.  and  his  children." 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
•'for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  oflicers  of  civil  government;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Prentis  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  direct- 
ed him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  the  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
the  said  bill. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner. 
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to  settle  with  a  commissioner  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  the  expenses  incurred  by  this  State,  in  ac*  « 
quill  I  gc  and  defending  the  western  territory ;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  A 
on  ilie  state  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  on  the  bills  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river 
to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed 
citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,"  "  for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs,  prescribing  their  duty  and  ascertaining  their 
fees;"  "for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  upon  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  imported  into  this  Commonwealth, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  "  for  preventing  frauds  and  regulating  abuses  in  collecting  the  revenue  arising  by  customs;" 
"to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts,  for  approprinting  the  pubUc  revenue,  into 
one  art;"  "  for  the  encouraging  and  increase  of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  "  for  punishing 
certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers,"  being  read; 

Or'^ereil,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,   January  16,   1786. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  dispose  of  certain  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  the 
Northern  Ntck;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

h:esulved.  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  dispose  of  certain  waste  and  unappropriated 
lands  in  that  part  of  the  State  called  the  Northern  Neck." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Simras  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
i  An  eligrossed  bill,  "  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  -j. 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resuhed,  Tiiat  the  bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  the  better 
regulating  and  collecting  cert.iiu  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to  their  amendments  to  the 
bill  "  for  establishiiig  religious  freedom,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  tlw  Senate  by  Mr.  Cabell : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  to  authorise  the  election  of  certain  vestries,"  with  seve- 
ral amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House ;  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  restrict 
foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth,"   with  several  amendments,  to  which  they   also  desire  the^ 
concurrence  of  this  House;  and  ''to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  clearing  and  improving  the  navigation  of^ 
James  river."    And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  incorporating  the  Pi-otestant  Episcopal  Church;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to-morrow. 

A  bill  "  to  extend  the  operation  of  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  concerning  escheators  to  the  several  counties  in  the 
Northern  Neck ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Zane  and 
Tyler. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  adhered  to 
by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  ascertaining  the  boundary  line  between  the  counties  of  Hanover  and  Henrico,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  and  the  same  being  read. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  an  inspection  of  to-  . 
bacco  at  Kinsale,  and  discontinuing  that  at  Rust's  warehouse;"  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  f^ 
others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Turberville  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate,  to  the  amendment  made  by  the  House 
of  Delegates,  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  establishing  religious  freedom;"  and  the  same  being 
read,  are  as  follows  : 

Page  1st,  line  1st.  Strike  out  from  the  word  "whereas,"  to  the  word  "civil,"  in  the  8th  line;  and  insert  "Al- 
mighty God  h;ith  created  the  mind  free,  that  all  attempts  to  influence  it  by  temporal  punishments 
or  burthens,  or  by  civil  incapacitations,  tend  only  to  beget  habits  of  hypocrisy  and  meanness, 
and  are  a  departure  from  the  plan  of  the  Holy  Author  of  our  religion,  who  being  Lord  both  of 
body  and  mind,  yet  chose  not  to  propagate  it  by  coercions  on  either,  as  was  in  his  Almighty 
power  to  do;  that  the  impious  presumption  of  Legislatures  and  rulers" 
Page  1st,  line  27th.  Strike  out  from  the  words  "and  nbhors" 

Page  3d,  line     1st.  Strike  out  the  words  "  that  the  religious  opinions  of  men  arc  not  the  object  of  civil  government, 
nor  u   :ler  its  jurisdiction." 
T  7 
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rThe  first  and  second  amendments  being  again  read  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  tlie  House. 
The  last  amendments  being  again  read  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  bj'  the  House. 
Ayes,     53.  Noes,    27. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Znchariah  Johnston,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Pate  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  to  agree  to  tlie  last  amendment,  be  inserted  in  the 
Journal. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.  Speaker;  Thomas  Par- 
ramore,  Samuel  Sherwin,  Samuel  Hawes,  John  Daniel,  Edmund  Read,  David  Patteson,  Bernard  Markiiam,  Joseph 
Jones,  Miles  King,  William  Oatewood,  Meriwether  Smith,  Charles  Sirams,  Thomas  Helm,  Elias  Wills,  Charles  Mynn 
Thruston,  Thomas  Underwood,  Andrew  Donnelly,  George  Clendennin,  Isaac  Coles,  Parke  Goodall,  Garland  Ander- 
son, JdIiii  Mayo,  jun.  William  Norvell,  William  Walker,  Jolui  Roberts,  William  Thornton,  Carter  Braxton,  Benjamin 
Temple,  Francis  Peyton,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Thomas  Johnson,  Christopher  Robertson,  Francis  Corbin,  William 
Hartwell  Macon,  Willis  Wilson,  Daniel  Sandford,  Abraham  Beachum,  David  Bradford,  David  Shepherd,  James  Ma- 
dison, William  Ronald,  William  Mayo,  Edmund  Ruffin,  Cuthbert  Bullitt,  Daniel  CarroUBrent,  Abraham  Bird,  John 
Taylor,  Richard  Cary,  Wilson  Gary,  Richard  Lee,  Andrew  Kincannon  and  James  Innes. 

The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Zachariah  Johnston,  John  Trigg,  William  Anderson,  Hicker- 
son  Barksdale,  Charles  Moil  Talbot,  John  Tyler,  Henry  Southall,  French  Strother,  William  Pickett,  John  Lucas, 
Edmund  Wilkins,  Jeremiah  Pate,  Isaac  Vanmiter,  John  Prunty,  William  Dudley,  William  Curtis,  Willis  Riddick, 
John  Clarke  of  Prince  Edward,  Richard  Bibb,  George  Lee  Turberville,  Andrew  Moore,  John  Hopkins,  Gawin  Ha- 
milton, Isaac  Zane,  Carter  Bassett  Harrison,  William  Russell  and  Thomas  Matthews. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 
,  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  a  resolution  respecting  the  Loan  Office  certificates,  granted  to  the 

proprietors  of  the  property  destroyed  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk.     And  then  he  w  ithdrew. 

The  Speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills: 

"  An  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  laws,  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and 
guarding  against  invasions  and  insurrections."  ' 

"An  act,  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Assize." 

"An  act,  vesting  the  estate  of  John  Tyler,  deceased,  in  trustees  for  certain  purposes." 

"  An  act,  for  establishing  a  town  on  the  lands  of  John  Campbell,  in  the  county  of  Jefierson." 

"  An  act,  empowering  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  to  grant  conditional  powers  in  certain  cases." 

"An  act,  appropriating  certain  arrears  of  public  taxes,  to  the  opening  a  wagon  road  from  the  eastern  to  the 
western  waters." 

"An  act,  concerning  public  roads." 
^  "An  act,  for  reviving,  amending  and  continuing  an  act,  to  revive  and  amend  in  part  an  act,   '  for  giving  further 

^time  to  enter  certificates  for  settlement  rights,  and  for  locating  warrants  upon  pre-emption  rights,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses " 

"An  act,  for  establishing  several  new  ferries." 

"An  act,  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  concerning  entries  and  surveys  on  the  western  waters." 

"An  act,  to  amend  the  act,  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  Potomac  river." 

"An  act,  for  giving  further  powers  to  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  York." 

"An  act,  to  authorise  the  raising  a  sum  of  money  by  way  of  lottery,  for  completing  a  church  in  the  borough 
of  Winchester,  and  rebuilding  a  church  in  the  parish  of  Elizabeth  river,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk." 

On  a  motion  made. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  a  standing  order  of  this  House,  that  the  ayes  and  nays  shall  not  be  taken,  until  there  has 
been  a  division  and  previous  count  of  the  members. 
,  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "to  authorise  the  election  of  certain 

vestries ;"  and  tlie  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Zane  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
'^  punishnig  certain  ofiences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  re»umed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself.into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amejui  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts,  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue,  into 
one  act;  and  after  sonic  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Braxton  reported,  thai  the 
committee  had,  according  to  ordrr,  bad  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein; 
but  not  having  time  to  go  through  die  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  sit  again. 
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Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
said  bill. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner, 
to  settle  with  one  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  the  expenses  incurred  by  this  State  in  acquiring  and  de- 
fending the  western  territory  ;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  on  the  bills  "  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquo- 
tank river  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  thi> 
Commonwealth;"  "for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs,  prescribing  their  duty,  and  ascertaining  their  fees;"'  "for 
imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  upon  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  "for  preventing  frauds,  and  regulating  abuses  in  collecting  the  revenue  arising  by  customs;"  "foi 
the  encouraging  and  increase  of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  "for  the  regulating  and  fix- 
ing the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oif  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  January  17,   178G. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers;"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Gov- 
ernor with  certain  powers." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Prentis  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  revive  and  amend  an 
act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Braxton  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  to  authorise  the  manumission  of  slaves;" 
and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be  read  a  second 
time; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

A  bill,  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  calling  in  and  re- 
deeming certain  certificates;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole- 
House,  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  recede  from  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  for  estab-jK 
lishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kinsale,  and  discontinuing  that  at  Rust's  warehouse ;"  and  they  have  agreed  to 
the  bill  "for  establishing  inspections  of  tobacco  at  Thomas  Paxton's  in  the  county  of  Rockbridge,  and  on  the  lands 
of  Thomas  Cresap  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "to  revive  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  the  better  regulating^ 
and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned ;"  also,  to  the  resolutions  for  paying  a  ^^ 
sum  of  money  to  William  Hubbard  ;  directing  a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  Public  Foundry,  with  several  amend- 
jnents,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House ;  and  respecting  a  joint  application  to  be  made  by  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland  to  Congress,  relative  to  the  defence  of  Chesapeake  Bay.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act, 
to  restrict  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Commonwealth  ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Simms  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  "to  extend  the  operation  of  an  act.  entitled  'an  act, 
concerning  escheators  to  the  several  counties  in  the  Northern  Neck;"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  liad  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his    \l 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the    ^ 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  and  after  some  tjnie  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Corbin  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said 
bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had 
directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House  should  think  proper  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 
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Mr.  Bradford  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  ascertain  and  secure  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  betweea 
the  temporary  and  fixed  boundary  between  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  tii,  ■."ouimonweaitli ;"  and  the  same  was 
received  and  read  the  first  time;  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  bill  be  read  a  second  time, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  ascertaining  part  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  coun- 
ties of  Goochland  and  Fluvanna;"  and  that  Messrs.  Thomson,  Underwood  and  Kandoiph,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts,  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue,  into 
one  Hcl;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  .i\v.  Corbin  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee iiad,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  tht  ^..me, 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House  should  think  pniper 
to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,   That  the  said  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Thomson  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  for  ascertaining  a  part  of  the  boundary  line  between  the 
counties  of  Goochland  and  Fluvanna ;"  and  the  same  was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

A  bill,  "for  ascertaining  a  part  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  counties  of  Goochland  and  Fluvanna;"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  when  this  House  doth  adjourn  on  Saturday  next,  it  will  adjourn  to  the  31st  day  of  March  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner 
to  settle  with  one  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  the  expenses  incurred  by  this  State  in  acquiring  and 
defending  the  western  territory;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  on  the  bills  "for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquo- 
tank river  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  "  to  amend  the  several  acts,  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of 
this  Commonwealth;"  "for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs,  prescribing  their  duty,  and  ascertaining  their  fees;" 
•'  for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  upon  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  "for  preventing  frauds,  and  regulating  abuses  in  collecting  the  revenue  arising  by  customs  ;"  "  for 
the  encouraging  and  increase  of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
■an  act,  for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  January  18,  1786. 


An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  ascertaining  a  part  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  counties  of  Goochland  and  Flu- 
vanna;"   was  read  the  third  time. 
f.         Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  for  ascertaining  a  part  of  the  boundary  line  be- 
L|  tween  the  counties  of  Goochland  and  Fluvanna." 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Thomson  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  extend  the  operation  of  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning  escheators  to  the  several  coun- 
ties in  the  Northern  Neck;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  extend  the  operation  of  an  act,  entitled  '  an 
act,  concerning  escheators  to  the  several  counties  in  the  Northern  Neck." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Simms  do  carry  the  hill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  for  establishing  inspections  of  to- 

rbacco  at  Thomas  Paxton's  in  the  county  of  Rockbridge,  and  on  the  lands  of  Thomas  Cresap  in  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  ULjreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomson  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  Corbin  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  bill  "for  keeping  cer- 
tain roads  in  repair,"  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  bill  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  iiad  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  tiie  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  H(ui>e  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  so  soon  as  the  copies  of  the  laws  allotted  to  the  several  counties,  other  than  the  counties  in  Ken- 
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tucky,  shall  be  printed,  the  same  be  distributed  under  the  order  of  the  Executive,  by  expresses,  who  shall  be  paid  out  » 
of  the  contingent  fund.  j^ 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Madison  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Cabell: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

On  a  motion  made,  .  . 

Ordered,  That  the  public  printer  be  directed  to  strike  off  immediately,  two  imndred  copies  of  tliu  acts  "  concern- 
ing the  erection  of  the  district  of  Kentucky  into  an  independent  State ;"  and  "  for  re-forming  the  county  courts,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  report  from  the  directors  of  the  public  buildings,  which  was  read. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  the  present  state  of  the  funds  of  this  Commonwealth  demand  the  greatest  economy  in  the  distribution      ' 
thereof,  and  the  expenses  of  government  ought  to  be  lessened  by  every  means  within  the  power  of  the  Legislature ; 

Resolved,  That  the  directors  and  commissioners  appointed  by  an  act  of  Assembly  "  to  dispose  of  certain  public 
lands  and  other  public  property  in  and  near  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  towards 
erecting  the  public  buildings  on  Shockoe  Hill,  agreeably  to  an  act,  '  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  government,"  be 
directed  to  postpone  any  further  progress  towards  completing  the  said  buildings,  until  the  General  Assembly  shall  con- 
sider the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  better  enabled  to  defray  the  expenses  of  erecting  the  said  public  buildings. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the       » 
whole  House. 

Resolved.  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  said  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Corbin  reported,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  according  to  order,  the  amendments  agreed  to  yes- 
terday, to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts  for  appointing  the  public 
revenue,  into  one  act ;"  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  register  be  directed  to  issue  all  grants  in  future  from  the  Land  Office,  upon  parchment. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Simms  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Cabell :  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "for  ascertaining  a  part  of  the  boundary  line  between  thejj 
counties  of  Goochland  and  Fluvanna;"  and  "to  extend  the  operation  of  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  concerning  escheat-^, 
ors,  to  the  several  counties  in  the  Northern  Neck ;"  also,  to  a  resolution,  directing  all  grants  issued  from  the  Land»^ 
Office  to  be  made  out  on  parchment.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolution,  directing  a  settlement  to  bc^ 
made  of  the  accounts  of  the  Public  Foundry  ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Turberville  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Cabell : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "to  amend  an 
act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  restrict  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  tl)is  Commonwealth."     And  then  he  wididrew. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  out  of  the  funds  appropriated  to  the  claimants  for  tobacco  burnt 
at  the  Rocky  Ridge  warehouse,  the  sura  of  123/.  12s.  8d.,  agreeably  to  a  report  made  by  the  commissioners  to  the 
present  General  Assembly. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patteson  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  tiie  anienduients  of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  adhered  to  by 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  restrict  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports  within  this  Com- 
monweahh  ;"  and  the  same  being  read. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lynch : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  establishing  certain  inspections  of  tobacco,"  with  se- 
veral amendments;  to  which  thiy  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     Ai:>l  then  he  withdrew.  ^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments,  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomson  do  acquaint  tlie  Senate  tlierewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  \:r.  Rulheri'ord:  .      ^ 

Mr.  Speaker,— The  Senate  have  agreed  to  a  bill  "punishing  certain  offences,  and  vesting  the  Governor  vfithjf 
U  7 
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certain  powers ;"  and  to  a  resolution  for  paying  a  sum  of  money  to  sundry  persons  for  tobacco  burnt  at  the  Rocky 
Ridg'   wufilio'.ise.     An;!  tlieii  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Corbin  reported,  according  to  order,  the  amendments  agreed  to  yesterday  by  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  the  bill  "for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  and  he  read  the  same 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  tlie  amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  proceed  by  joint  ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner 
to  settle  with  one  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  the  expenses  incurred  by  this  State  in  acquiring  and  de- 
fending the  western  territory ;  also,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  on  the  bills  "  for  cutting  a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pas- 
quotank river  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens 
of  this  Commonwealth;"  "for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs,  prescribing  their  duty,  and  ascertaining  their  fees;" 
"for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  upon  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  and 
for  other  purposes  ;"  "  for  preventing  frauds,  and  regulating  abuses  in  collecting  the  revenue  arising  by  customs  ;" 
"  for  the  encotirnging  and  increase  of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  "  to  amend  an  act,  eniitled 
'  an  act,  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  ;"  and  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  revive  and 
amend  an  act,  cniiiled  '  an  act,  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates,"  being  read  ; 

Ordrrcd,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  January  19,   1786. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  offi- 
cers of  civil  government." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Underwood  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  for  keeping  certain  roads  in  repair ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  fill- 
'^d  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  keeping  certain  roads  in  repair." 

X  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Simms  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts,  for  appropriating 
^fcthe  public  revenue,  into  one  act;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

^^  Resolved,   That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  and 

reduce  the  several  acts,  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue,  into  one  act." 
^         Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 
r  A  message  from  the  Senate  by  ftlr.  Cabell: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled  ;  and 
they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
The  Speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills: 
"  An  act,  for  dividing  the  county  of  Fayette." 

"An  act,  to  provide  fur  the  poor  of  the  several  counties  within  this  Commonwealth." 
"  An  act,  lo  authorise  the  election  of  certain  vestries." 
"  All  act,  for  establishing  religious  freedom." 

/"An  act,  for  establishing  an  inspection  of  tobacco  at  Kinsalc,  and  discontinuing  that  at  Rust's  warehouse,  and 
tor  other  purposes." 

"  An  uci,  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  '  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers'  fees,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned." 

"  An  act,  for  ascertaining  a  part  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  counties  of  Goochland  and  Fluvanna." 
"  An  act,  to  extend  the  operation  of  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  concerning  escheators  to  the  several  counties  in  the 
iNorihern  Neck."  • 

"  An  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  clearing  and  improving  the  navigation  of  James  river." 
"  An  act,  punishing  certain  oilcnces,  and  vesting  the  Governor  with  certain  powers." 
jl   ^      riic  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  state 
^f  the  Connnonweakh ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  IMr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Braxton  reported, 
th:ii  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the  state  of  the  Commonweallh  under  (heir  consideration,  and 
had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  plrice,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
^where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  liy  the  House,  as  followeth: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed,  with  the  aid  of  the  solicitor,  to 
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form  from  time  to  time  abstracts  of  the  several  taxes  imposed  by  the  revenue  laws,  specifying  the  amount  thereof  on 
the  lespective  obj-  ot  of  taxation,  the  periods  at  which  the  same  are  to  be  paid  aiui  distraiiiiedVor,  with  (he  proportions 
of  specie,  and  of  ihe  several  kinds  of  public  securities  receivable  in  payment  5  that  such  abstracts  be  published  in  eacli 
of  the  gazettes  printed  in  tlie  city  of  Richmond,  four  weeks  successively  preceding  the  respective  times  of  collecting  ; 
and  that  the  treasurer  moreover,  transmit  six  printed  copies  of  the  said  abstracts  to  each  of  the  clerks  of  tlie  respective 
counties,  who  shall  cause  one  of  them  to  be  fixed  up  at  the  courthouse  of  his  county,  and  the  others  at  such  public 
places  as  the  court  shall  judge  most  proper  for  the  information  of  the  people. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  Executive  do  cause  the  copies  of  the  laws  allotted  from 
time  to  time  to  the  several  counties,  to  be  transmitted  thereto  as  soon  as  the  same  shall  be  printed,  in  the  most  speedy 
and  convenient  manner;  discharging  the  expense  thereof,  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  claim  of  Colonel  La  Maire,  as  settled  and  allowed  by    *  ' 
the  Executive,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  be  paid  in  auditors'  warrants  to  the  wiiolc 
amount  of  the  said  claim,  one-half  of  which  shall  be  negotiable  in  payment  ibr  any  public  taxes  due  for  the  present    ]^ 
year,  and  tlie  residue  in  the  year  1787.  " 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  several  liquidated  claims  of  Rene  Rapicault,  of  Elie 
Toutant  Bouregard,  of  Marck,  Nephew  and  Company,  and  of  Thomas  Bentley,  be  placed  in  the  fund  set  apart  for 
foreign  creditors;  and  that  the  auditors'  certificates  or  warrants  for  the  same,  with  such  interest  as  may  appear  to  the 
Executive  to  be  just,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  said  funds,  at  such  time  and  in  such  manner,  as  the  Executive  shall 
direct. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  claims  of  persons  who  have  lodged  money  in  the    ^. 
treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  treasury  land  warrants,  never  issued  to  them,  be  liquidated  by  the  scale  of  depreciation,     W 
and  being  audited,  loan  certificates  shall  be  granted  for  the  same,  bearing  an  annual  interest  of  six  per  centum  from 
the  dine  the  jjioney  was  lodget^  warrants  for  which  interest  shall  be  receivable  in  discharge  of  public  taxes,  and  be 
iniin»d*tW^i*MPa'fc^iiJ^iwafc    i;p  to  the  1st  day  of  January  1786. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiaxtou  do  carry  the  said  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  bill  "  for  cutting 
a  navigable  canal  from  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  river  to  Pasquotank  river  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina." 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  commissioners  have  been  appointed  by  authority  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  view  and  examine  the 
most  proper  situation  for  a  navigable  canal  to  be  cut  through  the  county  lying  between  the  waters  of  Chesapeake 
and  the  rivers  and  water  courses  which  fall  into  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  and  whereas,  it  appears  from  a  report 
of  the  said  commissioners,  that  the  most  proper  situation  for  the  said  canal  will  be  to  begin  at  a  creek  called  New  Mill 
Creek,  whicli  empties  itself  into  the  southern  branch  of  Elizabeth  river,  and  from  the  said  creek  to  be  carried  nearly  , 
in  a  straight  direction  to  a  pond  in  the  Dismal  Swamp,  commonly  called  Drummond's  pond,  and  from  the  said  pond  to 
Pasquotank  river  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  and  it  further  appears,  that  tlie  opening  of  the  said  canal  will  promote 
an  intercourse  between  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina,  equally  advan- 
tageous to  the  people  of  each  State,  and  that  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  the  said  canal  will  be  opened  and  made 
n  ivigable,  and  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  for  that  purpose  raised  by  the  subscriptions  of  private  citizens,  if  an  act  shall 
pass  authorising  them  to  collect  reasonable  tolls  on  vessels  and  merchandizes  passing  through  the  said  canal,  on 
terms  as  nearly  similar  as  circumstances  will  permit  to  those  prescribed  by  tlie  laws  of  this  State  for  opening  and  ex- 
tending the  navigation  of  James  and  Potomac  rivers;  and  whereas,  the  said  canal,  if  opened  and  carried  to  the  waters 
of  North  Carolina,  will  extend  several  miles  through  the  territory  of  the  said  State ;  and  it  therefore  becomes  necessa- 
ry to  make  application  to  the  said  State,  to  grant  their  concurrence  and  aid  to  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  pro- 
per and  necessary  to  carry  the  said  design  into  execution: 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice of  tlie  Council  of  State,  to  take  the  most  speedy  and  eflVctual  measures  to  inform  the  Executive  department  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  that  this  Stale  is  willing  and  desirous  to  open  the  said  canal,  and  to  obtain  the  concur- 
rence of  the  said  State  to  the  same;  and  for  this  purpose,  the  Governor  is  directed  to  appoint  one  or  more  commis- 
sioners, with  advice  aforesaid,  to  confer  with  a  commissioner  or  commissioners  from  the  State  ot". North  Carolina,  it 
the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  shall  authorise  the  same,  respecting  the  opening  the  said  canal,  and  the  terms  and 
conditions  on  which  the  same  shall  be  held;  and  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners,  shall  be  authorised  to  assure 
the  coaimissioner  or  commissioners  so  appointed  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  that  this  Slate  having  in  contempla- 
tion the  continuance  and  intention  of  that  friendly  intercouse  which  hath  ever  subsisted  between  the  two  Stales,  is  de- 
sirous that  all  regulations  which  may  be  proposed  and  agreed  to,  respecting  the  said  canal,  and  the  vessels  or  mer- 
chandize which  may  pass  through  the  same,  shall  be  on  terms  reciprocally  advantageous  to  the  said  States,  and  to  the 
citizens  thereof;  and  that  this  State  is  desirous  to  stipulate  with  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  that  no  duties  or  cus- 
tom .  shall  be  imposed  in  cither  State  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  for  the  benefit  of  either  of  the  said  States 
on  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandizes,  which  may  pass  through  the  said  canal,  other  than  the  tolls  agreed  on  to  be 
paid  to  the  persons  to  whom  the  property  of  the  said  canal  may  be  vested;  and  the  said  commissioner  or  commission- 
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ers  shall  have  power  to  agree  with  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  in  the  form  of 
a  law  a"^reeably  to  the  principles  aforesaid,  to  be  submitted  to  the  Legislatures  of  each  State;  and  if  the  same  shall 
be  agreed  to  by  the  Legislatures  of  both  States,  the  law  shall  be  perpetual  and  irrevocable,  except  by  the  consent  of 
the  Len^islatures  of  this  State  and  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  The  commissioner  or  commissioners  so  appointed  bj- 
the  Executive  of  this  State,  shall  be  paid  for  their  services  whatever  sum  the  Governor  shall,  with  advice  of  Council, 

direct. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered   That  Mr.  Ronald  do  carry  the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concitrrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee: 

Mr.  Speakek, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bills  "  for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil 
government,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  "to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  '  an  act  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts,  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue  into  one  act,"  with  seve- 
ral amendments,  to  whicii  they  also  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  and  "  for  keeping  certain  roads  in  repair." 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Elkey: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  for  disposing  of  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  ici 
that  part  of  the  State  called  the  Northern  Neck,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.     And  tiien  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act. 
to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts,  for  appropriating  the  public  revenue,  into  one  act;"  and  the  same  being  read, 
were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ronald  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "for  regulating  and  fixing  the  sala- 
ries of  the  officers  of  civil  government;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  In  ^nll  ♦/^tii^'^F^*  'jT^  » 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Underwood  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith.  / 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  this  House  be  discharged  from  further  proceeding  on  the  order  of  the  day,  to  proceed  by  joint 
ballot  with  the  Senate,  to  the  choice  of  a  commissioner  to  settle  with  a  commissioner  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  by 
Congress,  the  expenses  incurred  by  this  State  in  acquiring  and  defending  the  western  territory. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  with  the  advice  of  Council,  be  empowered  and  directed  immediately  to  appoint  an 
able  and  fit  person  to  settle  with  a  commissioner  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  the  accounts  of  this 
State  for  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  acquisition  and  defence  of  the  western  territory,  in  the  room  of  Edward  Car- 
rington,  Esq.  who  hath  resigned,  and  to  make  him  such  compensation  for  his  services  as  shall  seem  just  and  rea- 
sonable. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tyler  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  Loan  Office  within  this 
State,  as  part  of  this  State's  quota  for  the  year  1784,  the  balance  of  the  sum  remaining  in  his  hands,  which  he  was 
directed  by  a  resolution  of  the  present  session  to  exchange  for  interest  certificates  upon  Loan  Office  certificates,  and 
other  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  a  motion  made,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  lor  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bills  "  to 
amend  the  several  acts,  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth;"  "for  appointing  officers  of  the 
customs,  prescribing  their  duty  and  ascertaining  their  fees;"  "for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  npon  goods,  wares 
and  merciiandizes,  imported  into  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  preventing  frauds  and  regulating 
abuses  in  collecting  the  revenue  arising  by  customs;"  "for  the  encouraging  and  increase  of  shipping  and  navigation, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;" 
and  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  calling  in  and  redeeming 
certain  certificates,"  being  read ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofl"  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  January  20,   1786. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Cabell: 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  tlicir  Speaker.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  made,  tijat  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  receive  of  the  sheriff  of  Rockingham  county,  all  the  notes  for  honip  v^ 
delivered  at  llie  public  inspections  before  the  20th  day  of  April  1784,  in  discharge  of  the  taxes  due  from  the  said  couulv  A 
for  the  year  1783,  at  the  prices  allowed  by  la\v. 

And  ihe  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  tlie  House. 

Ordered,  That  ?vlr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  Spiaker  sij;ned  the  following  enrolled  bills: 

"An  act,  to  establish  inspections  of  tobacco  at  Crow's  ferry,  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,  and  on  the  lands  of 
Thomas  Cresap,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire." 

"An  act,  foi  keepint;  certain  roads  in  repair." 

"An  act,  for  establishing  several  inspections  of  tobacco." 

"An  act,  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act,  to  amend  and  reduce  the  several  acts,  for  appropriating  the  public 
revenue,  into  one  act." 

Mr.  Corbin  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  the  resolution  upon  the  pe-     T^ 
tition   of  James  Hendricks   was  recommitted,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their 
consideration,  and   had  ;giped  upon  a  report  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  bv  the  House    as  fol- 
loweth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  a  letter  wrote  by  Thomas  Pickering,  quarter-master  general,  to  Richard 
Claiborne,  deputy  quarter-master,  bearing  daie  February  27th,  1781,  that  the  said  Richard  Claiborne  was  required 
to  procure,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  considerable  number  of  draught  and  fifty  riding  horses,  as  well  lor  hauling  artillery 
as  for  the  field  and  stafl'-officers  of  the  1st  division,  commanded  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  then  on  his  march  to 
Virginia  to  co-operate  with  the  ships  of  our  allies  in  the  attempt  to  take  Arnold  and  his  party  at  Portsmouth. 

It  appears  to  >our  cijinmittei.,  from  a  letter  wrote  by  the  said  Richard  Claiborne,  to  the  said  James  Hendricks, 
bearing  date  the  3d  of  M;irc;i  1781,  that  the  said  James  Hendricks  was  requested  to  procure  thirty  draught  and  rid- 
ing liorses,  or  as  many  towards  that  iimount  as  he  could;  to  have  them  sent  to  Major  Day  at  Williamsburg  in  as  short 
a  time  as  possible,  and  to  contract  for  them  in  tobacco,  or  money  equivalent,  payable  in  two  or  three  months. 

It  further  appears  to  your  cominitlep,  trom  a  letter  signed  Benjamin  Day,  A.  D.  Q.  M.  dated  the  17th  of  March 
1781,  to  the  said  James  Hendricks,  tliat  he  had  received  by  Mr.  Coltins,  fifteen  horses  and  thirteen  halters  on  public 
account,  and  that  the  purchase  did  him  much  credit. 

It  also  further  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  information  of  Andrew  Dunscomb,  commissioner  for  settling 
continental  accounts  in  this  State,  that  any  person  possessed  of  a  certificate  bearing  the  signature  of  an  officer  of  the 
United  States,  authorised  to  give  the  same,  has  the  po«er  of  exchanging  it  at  his  office  for  one  bearing  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent,  from  the  date  of  supply,  and  that  those  for  the  puschase  made  by  Colonel  Hendricks,  are  comprehended. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  thii  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  James  Hendricks,  praying  that  he 
may  be  protected  from  suits  brouuht,  and  which  may  be  brought  against  him  on  account  of  the  purchase  of  fifteen 
horses  made  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  French  army  in  the  year  1781,  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Messrs.  Simms,  Braxton 
and  Ronald,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Norvell  reported,  from  the  committee  of  Claims,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  petition  of  George  Pickett,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  come  to  a  re- 
solution thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  deposition  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  jun.  Esq.  late  agent  for  the  sale  of 
comrautables  for  this  State,  that  in  November  1783,  the  petitioner  purchased  of  him  11,791  1-2  lbs.  of  hemp  in  notes 
at  the  warehouses  of  Falmouth,  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg,  for  which  the  petitioner  gave  him  at  the  rate  of  40/. 
per  ton,  in  warrants  on  the  military  fund  ;  that  upon  application  being  made  for  the  hemp  stored  in  the  warehouses 
of  Falmouth  and  Riciimond,  it  was  found  to  be  so  much  damaged  by  the  ice  and  water  as  to  be  unfit  for  service,  and 
that  which  was  stored  at  Fredericksburg  was  detained  to  pay  the  warehouse  expenses ;  that  from  these  circumstances 
he  would  have  refunded  to  the  petitioner  his  said  military  warrants  paid  by  him  for  the  said  hemp,  had  not  his  ac- 
counts been  finally  closed  before  the  petitioner  applied  to  him  for  that  purpose,  and  the  amount  of  sales  paid  into  the 
treasury. 

It  further  appears  to  your  coniimittee,  from  a  certificate  from  Mr.  Thomas  Prosser,  one  of  the  commissioners  ap- 
poinied  by  the  county  court  of  Henrico,  to  provide  warehouses  for  the  receiving  and  safe  keeping  of  conimutables  in 
the  city  of  Richmond;  that  a  great  part  of  the  public  hemp  stored  in  the  house  provided  by  him  in  the  year  1783, 
was  damaged  and  destroyed  by  the  ice  and  water,  and  that  he  saw  a  large  quantity  of  it  sold  at  public  vendue  for  the 
sum  of  11/. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  petition  of  the  said  George  Pickett,  praying  that  the 
warrants  paid  by  him  for  the  said  11,791  1-2  lbs.  of  hemp,  may  be  refunded  to  iiim,  or  that  other  warrants  may  issue 
in  his  favor  on  the  military  fund  to  the  amount  thereof,  upon  his  returning  the  notes  for  the  said  hemp,  is  reasonable; 
and  that  the  audit(n's  issue  warrants  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norvell  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence- 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  l\Ir.  F^ce  : 
X  7 
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'  Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  recede  from  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "for  regu- 

lating and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
"for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs,  prescribing  their  duty,  and  ascertaining  their  fees;"  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Thruston  reported,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Brown : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  trulj'  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker;  also,  they  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  for  granting  certain  warrants  to  George 
Pickett;  directing' the  treasurer  to  receive  certain  notes  for  hemp  of  the  sheriff  of  Rockingham;  respecting  the  claim 
of  Rene  Rapicault  and  otiiers;  respecting  the  claim  of  Col.  Le  Maire;  directing  the  treasurer  to  form  and  publish 
abstracts  of  the  public  taxes ;  for  granting  Loan  Office  certificates  to  certain  persons  who  have  deposited  money  in 
the  treasury ;  and  for  appointing  a  commissioner  to  settle  the  accounts  of  this  Commonwealth  for  expenses  incurred 
in  acquiring  and  defending  the  western  territory.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Major  William  Ludeman,  late  an  officer  of  distinguished  merit  in  the  Virginia  line,  who  it  is  re- 
presented is  reduced  by  the  rigor  of  service  to  a  low  state  of  healtii,  and  otherwise  in  great  distress  for  his  present 
support,  be  allowed  the  sum  of  100/.  for  his  present  relief,  out  of  any  public  money  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  allowances  be  made  to  the  officers  of  the  General  Assembly  for  their  services  dur- 
ing the  present  session : 

To  the  Rev.  William  Blagrove,  at  the  rate  of,  per  week,  -  -  -  £ 

To  Mr.  John  Beckley,  clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  per  week, 

To  Mr.  Humphrey  Brooke,  clerk  of  the  Senate,  per  week,  .  .  . 

To  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton,  clerk  of  the  committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  Propositions  and 

Grievances,  per  week,  .  -  _  .  . 

To  Mr.  Adam  Craig,  clerk  of  the  committees  of  Claims,  and  Commerce,  per  week, 
To  Mr.  Charles  Hay,  clerk  of  the  committees  for  Religion  and  Courts  of  Justice,  per  week, 
To  Mr.  Freeman  Eppes,  sergeant  at  arms  to  the  House  of  Delegates,  per  week, 
To  Mr.  William  Pierce,  sergeant  at  arms  to  the  Senate,  per  week, 
To  William  Driukard,  Daniel  Hicks,  John  Hicks  and  William  Drinkard,  jun.  door-keepers  to  the  House 

of  Delegates,  each,  per  week,  -  .  .  . 

To  William  Hicks  and  Thomas  Paul,  door-keepers  to  the  Senate,  each,  per  week, 
To  Elizabeth  Jones,  for  cleaning  the  Assembly  House,  for  the  session. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Braxton  do  carry  the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "for  appointing  officers  of  the  customs,  prescribing  their  duty  and  ascertaining  their  fees;" 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "an  act,  for  better  securing  the  revenue  arising  from 
customs." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

Tiie  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Commonwealth;  also,  on  the  bills  "to  amend  the  several  acts,  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  citizens,  of  this  Com- 
monwealth ;"  "  for  imposing  certain  rates  and  duties  upon  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes  imported  into  this  Common- 
wealth, and  for  other  purposes;"  "for  preventing  frauds,  and  regulating  abuses  in  collecting  the  revenue  arising  by 
customs;"  "for  the  encouraging  and  increase  of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  '  an  act,  for  incorporaiiug  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Churcii ;"  and  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  to 
revive  and  auiend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act,  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  certain  certificates,"  being  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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SATURDAY,  January  21,   17S6. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tlic  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  to  dispose  oC  certain  waste  and  un- 
appropriated lands  in  that  part  of  the  Stale,  called  the  ?vorthern  Neck;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  amended  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Simras  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  Edmund  Randolph,  James  Madison,  jun.  Walter  Jones,  Saint  George  Tucker  and  jAIcriwethci 
Smith,  Esquires,  be  appointed  commissioners,  who,  or  any  three  of  whom,  shall  meet  such  commissioners  as  may 
be  appointed  by  the  other  States  in  the  Union,  at  a  time  and  place  to  be  agreed  on,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
trade  of  the  United  States;  to  examine  the  relative  situations  and  trade  of  the  said  States;  to  consider  how  far  a  uniA« 
form  system  in  their  commercial  regulations  may  be  necessary  to  their  common  interest  and  tlieir  permanent  iiarmonvr 
and  to  report  to  the  several  States,  such  an  act  relative  to  this  great  object,  as,  when  unanimously  ratified  by  thciu, 
will  enable  the  United  States  in  Congress,  eflectually  to  provide  for  the  same. 

That  the  said  commissioners  shall  immediately  transmit  to  the  several  States,  copies  of  the  preceding  resolution, 
with  a  circular  letter  requesting  their  concurrence  therein,  and  proposing  a  time  and  place  for  the  meeting  aforesaid. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  for  paj'ing  a  sum  of  money  to  William  Ludeman -^fc 
and  for  making  the  allowances  to  the  officers  of  the  Assembly  for  their  services  during  the  present  session.  And  thei^^ 
he  withdrew. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Loyall : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "for  better  securing  the  revenue  arising  from  customs,'' 
with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and 
others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  King  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  tliat  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  take  measures  for  collecting  and  disposing  of  all  the  field-pieces  and  artillery  be-  'Jl 
longing  to  the  State,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  judge  best  for  the  public  defence  in  case  of  necessity,  and  to  cause 
them  to  be  put  and  kept  in  proper  order,  for  immediate  service ;  the  expense  whereof  shall  be  defi-ayed  out  of  the 
contingent  fund. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Corbin  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  Loan  Office  within  this 
State,  as  part  of  this  State's  quota,  for  the  year  1784,  the  balance  of  tiie  sum  remaining  in  his  hands,  which  he  was 
directed  by  a  resolution  of  the  present  session  to  exchange  for  the  interest  certificates  upon  Loan  Office  certificates,  and 
other  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

It  appearing  to  the  House,  that  several  persons  have  failed  to  receive  their  money  in  Loan  Office  certificates,  tor 
property  destroyed  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  in  the  year  1  77G; 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  be  directed  to  issue  Loan  Office  certificates  to  such  persons  as  are  entitled  thereto, 
for  property  destroyed  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  14tii  instant. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  do  carry  the  resoluti6n  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lee : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  requesting  the  Executive  to  collect  and  secure  the||4 
field-pieces  and  other  artillery  belonging  to  the  State  ;  and  directing  the  auditors  to  issue  Loan  Ofiice  certificates  to 
Terrain  persons,  for  property  destroyed  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk;  also,  they  do  insist  on  their  amendments  disagreed 
to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "for  securing  the  revenue  arising  from  customs."     And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  ^ 

Resolved.  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments.  W^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  King  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  any  person  who  has  served  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  from  the  1st  day  of  !\Iay  1779, 
until  the  close  of  the  late  war  between   America  and  Great  Britain,  and  who  has  proved  his  right  to  and  obtained  a^ 
certificate  from  some  county  court,  for  a  land  warrant  under  the  proclamation  made  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  in  ' 
the  year  1763,  may  receive  the  same  from  the  register  of  the  Land  Office;  which  warrant  he  shall  be  permitted  to  lo- 
cate on  any  vacant  lands  reserved  by  an  act  of  Assembly,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river  Ohio,  for  the  officers  and 
€oldiers  of  this  Commonwealth  on  continental  and  State  establishments. 
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And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Honse. 

Ordired    That  Mr.  Zachariah  Johnston  do  carry  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  mess-age  frou)  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

Mr.  Speaker The  Senate   have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  for  appointing  certain  commissioners  to  meet  and 

confer  with  such  commissioners  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  other  Stales  in  tlie  Union,  upon  tlie  subject  of  the  trade  of 
the  U.  States,  with  several  amendments,  to  uhich  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     An  I  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and 
others  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Matthews  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Anderson: 

1^       Mr.  Spk  vker, The  Senate  recede  from  iheir  amendments  disagreed   to  by  this  House,  to  the  resolution  for 

appointing  coumiissioners  to  take  under  their  consideration,  with  such  commissioners  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  other 
States  in  "the  Union,  the  trade  of  the  United  States.     And  then  he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Berkley,  clerk  of  this  House,  be  allowed  10/.  per  week,  during  the  present  session,  for 
the  services  of  two  additional  clerks ;  and  also  for  his  own  extra  services  out  of  sessions,  in  sup>rvising  the  printing  and 
publication  of  the  Revised  Code  of  laws,  and  the  collection  of  laws  now  in  force  prepared  by  the  Judges  of  the  High 
Court  of  Chancery. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 
^1        Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  impose  additional  tonnage  on  British  vessels;"'  and  that 
^►lessrs.  Page,  Ronald  and  King,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Page  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  "  to  impose  additional  tonnage  on  British  vessels;"  and  the  same 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill,  "  to  impose  additional  tonnage  on  British  vessels;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  bill,   "  to  impose  additional  tonnage  on  British  vessels;"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass;  and  that  the  title  be,  "  an  act,  to  impose  additional  tonnage  on  British  vessels." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Page  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 
ft         Mr  .Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  bill  "  to  impose  additional  tonnage  on  British  vessels."  And  then 
he  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  to  use  their  utmost  in- 
fluence with  that  honorable  body,  that  immediate  and  ctlectual  measures  be  taken  for  negotiating  and  entering  into 
treaties  of  amity  and  friendship  with  the  several  independent  maritime  States  of  Africa  on  the  Mediterranean  and 
Atlantic  seas;  and  moreover,  to  obtain  and  procure  such  naval  protection  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  as  their 
preservation  and  safety  require. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Zane  do  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  reports  from  the  several  standing  committees  of  this  House,  which  lie  on  the  table,  be  referred 
to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Smith  reported,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  examined  several  others  to  them  referred,  and  found  them  to  be  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Smith  do  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  Senate,  for  their  examination. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  i)y  Mr.  Brown : 

Mk.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  examined  several  other  enrolled  bills,  and  find  them  to  be  truly  enrolled,  and 
they  are  signed  by  their  Speaker.      And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker  sigLied  the  following  enrolled  bills: 
^P        "An  act,  for  regulating  and  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government." 

''  An  act,  for  disposing  of  the  waste  and  unappropriaterl  lands  w  ithin  this  Commonwealth,  on  the  eastern  waters." 

"An  act,  im  better  securing  the  revenue  arisintr  from  customs." 

"An  act,  for  imposing  an  additional  tonnage  on  British  vessels." 
^^         A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Jones: 

^i        Mr.  Speaker, — The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution,  for  instructing  the  delegates  from  tiiis  State,  to  move 
in  Congress  that  treaties  of  amity  may  be  iunuediately  entered  into  between  the  United  States  and  the  several   nde- 
pendent  maritime  States  on  the  Mediteranneaii  and  Atlantic  seas,  with  several  amendments;  lo  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House.     And  then  he  withdrew. 
|i»         The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amendments;  and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 
Ordired,   'I'hat  Mr.  Zane  do  ac(piaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
And  then  tiie  House  adjourned  until  the  31st  day  of  March  next. 


